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REC teams and trucks light up local holiday parades

Rappahannock Electric Cooperative employees, (L to R) Hunter Jost, Troy Jenkins, Casey Brill, Gigi Staubs, Bri-
anna Murden and Kristin Kula had a great time handing out candy to the little ones along the parade route at the
Berryville Christmas Parade on Saturday, Dec. 6.
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HEALTH

= Primary Care

= Aesthetics

= Weight Loss

= Direct Primary Care
Subscriptions

= Telehealth
Appointments

= Chronic Condition
Medical Management

105 Stony Pointe Way STE 223
Strasburg, VA 22657
540-465-5503
www.reubenshealth.com

‘Beautiful Lot in

]

Bentonville

This 6.5-acre lot has it all!
Nestled between  George
Washington National ~Forest
and the Shenandoah River,
you have the mountains, the
river, and the valley to enjoy!
You can build your dream
home on this wonderful lot!! |
Paved roads in this subdivision
are a plus! Located between |
Front Royal and Luray, where
you have so much to explore
and enjoy!!

Lot U Twin Oaks Drive, Bentonville, VA 22610 + VAWR2012974 « $225,000

540-671-6349 Weichert

REALTORS
Martha Buracker, Weichert Realtors - Licensed in Virginia
824 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal, VA 22630
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Rappahannock Electric Cooperative employees (L to R) Kristin Kulo, Brianna Murden, Niki Shingleton, Casey
Brill, Aaron Clark and Jacob Roy joined their local community in the Middletown Christmas Parade on Sunday,
Dec. 7, handing out candy to the little ones along the parade route.

Rappahannock Electric Cooperative employees, (L to R) Jeff Henry, Sarah

|
' Kerns, Parker Jenkins, Eric Corbin, Tim Ashby and Jack Knighting had a
] great time spreading holiday cheer in the Christmas in Little Washington
7 - i e —

SALE ON ALL IN-STOCK
CHRISTMAS MERCHANDISE

parade on Sunday, Dec. 7.

e

Rappahannock Electric Cooperative employees (L to R), Hunter Jost, Gi
Staubs, Kristin Kulo, Brianna Murden, Casey Brill and Troy Jenkins had
a great time spreading holiday cheer and handing out candy to the little
ones along the route of the Front Royal Christmas parade.

Consumer responsible for taxes. While supplies last. Products, product availability,

RAMSEY HARDWARE BERRYVILLE HARDWARE @ TOYOTA
J03NROYALAVE  60OEAST MAIN STREET :

FRONTROYALVA  BERRYVILLEVA We Buy Cars too!

540-635-2547 540-955-1900 While supplies last. In stock items only. No returns. i
© o o 400 Weems Lane + Winchester, VA 22601

Find the right products for your project at your local True Value® 540-678-1791 \Aan.MaIonToyota.com
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The only travel trend you need to know for 2026

lllustration by Dustin Elliott

By Christopher Elliott

Ignore the usual year-end predic-
tions—the hot destinations, the airfare
trends, the hidden travel fees. The only
thing you need to know about travel in

2026 is this: Agentic Al will touch every
trip you take.

What'’s that? Well, think of agentic
Al as the next version of today’s chat-
bots. Generative Al summarizes but
agentic Al acts. It’s the difference be-
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i &Y Dogs & Cats Welcome

“We Give Your Pets the Love,
Care & Respect they Deserve”

©0000c00000000000000000000000 0000

$18 Nail Trim ¢ Call for Appointment
Tues.-Sat. 8-4 (Lobby closed 11am-12 noon for lunch)

- — 940-622-8085

www.ShearElegancePetBoutique.com
918 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal, Va. 0

Valley Treasures
466 N. Main St., Woodstock
To right of On Second Thought!

540-459-2334

B N
On Second Thought
390 E. King St., Strasburg
Beside Blue Ridge Hospice Thrift Store

540-465-2655

tween a map that shows the route and a
self-driving car that takes you there.

These tools will do more than sug-
gest an itinerary. They’ll book flights,
reserve hotels, and manage your trip—
in other words, they’ll put your entire
vacation on autopilot.

“Travelers will ask Al to book a trip
that suits their preferences,” says Ross
Borden, CEO of Matador Network.
“And the AI will do it. This vision will
become reality in 2026

But as these autopilot vacations take
off, a question remains: When a robot
plans your trip, who answers for the
rookie mistakes, the security risks, or
the flight simply invented by an algo-
rithm?

Al is already planning your vaca-
tions—sorta

Al is already part of the travel pro-
cess, of course. Barbara Alexander re-
cently used ChatGPT to plan trips to
Scandinavia and Japan. For a 24-hour
stopover in Helsinki, she asked the Al
bot to maximize public transportation
to get her to an overnight ferry on time.

“It took some refining,” says Alex-
ander, who works for a nonprofit in
Washington, D.C. Eventually, the bot
gave her a perfect schedule. “It’s fun,
like talking to a smart travel agent”

But Cleo Parker, a retired advertising
executive from Livonia, Mich., found
Al unready to take the wheel. She used
Google’s Gemini to plan a 12-hour road
trip to a dog show in Perry, Ga. The Al
bot generated a 20-page document. It
looked impressive. It was wrong.

It suggested rest stops on the north-
bound side of the highway while she

Shop our huge After Christmas sales!!! Something for everyone.

Radio Shack
446 W. Reservoir Rd., Woodstock
Beside Cook’s Exxon

540-459-5111

Think Smart. Shop Savvy. Discover On Second Thought! From trendy fashion picks to charming home accents, stylish shoes, and more-

there’s something for every personality and every price range—only at On Second Thought Consign & Thrift! Find Your Next Treasure at Valley

Treasures! Explore a world of unique finds with multiple vendors offering a variety of goods at Valley Treasures! From vintage collectibles to one-
of-a-kind home decor, there’s something for everyone. Visit our unique electronics and music store Radio Shack in Woodstock!

Check out our Facebook Page for Weekly Updated Pictures & SALE Information!!

drove south. It trusted her car’s manu-
facturer’s highway mileage claims, leav-
ing her low on gas in Tennessee.

“You have to check the AI's work,
says Parker.

So much for an autopilot vacation.

The industry doubles down on AI
bots

Still, everyone seems to be betting
on bots. IDC predicts that by 2030, 45
percent of organizations will use Al
agents. Capgemini is even more bullish,
estimating that agentic Al could gener-
ate up to $450 billion in economic value
within two years. Despite the hiccups,
travel companies are pushing their
chips into the pot.

Steve Hafner, CEO of Kayak, says his
company is building software to plan,
book, and manage trips in real time.

“We envision some travelers using

a Kayak AI agent directly,” Hafner ex-
plains. “Others will rely on assistants
powered by our data. As this technol-
ogy grows, our goal is simple: make Al
do the hard work?”

The risks of relying on algorithms for
travel

Should you trust a robot with your
vacation? Squaremouth, a travel insur-
ance comparison site, recently surveyed
thousands of travelers about their 2026
plans. While 47 percent have used Al to
build itineraries, one-third reported re-
ceiving false or misleading information.

“As Al grows, its convenience can
obscure the risks,” warns Lauren Mc-
Cormick, a spokeswoman for Square-
mouth. “We recommend proceeding
with caution” She notes that most trav-
el insurance policies won't cover you if
your Al agent hallucinates a flight.

Warren/Frederick County Report

Alison Duvall
Sales Manager

shipping

CHOCOLATE
CHIP COOKIES |

#483X | HALE SELECT
DELUXE GIFT BOX

The ideal gift for fruit
and snack lovers alike!

CALL 866-471-2583

HaleGroves.com/H6YG50 Use Code H6YG50

*$7.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed.
This gift ships in December at the peak of freshness.
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There are security risks, too. Frank
Harrison, regional security director for
World Travel Protection, warns that by
2026, AI will know a lot more about you
than you realize—or than you want.
Convenience has a cost.

“As the digital footprint grows, so
does a traveler’s exposure,” Harrison
says. “Cyber hygiene, once a niche con-
cept, has become a foundational duty of
care”

The human element isn’t dead yet

Before you fire your travel advisor
in favor of an autopilot vacation, listen
to Susan Sherren, founder of Couture
Trips. She’s seen the Al itineraries cli-
ents bring her. They often miss the sub-
tleties of travel—the road closures in
Big Sur, the unreliable Greek ferries in
windy weather, or the fact that a “hiking

trip” might be a bad idea for someone
with a heart condition.

“Unless you become sophisticated
with your AI inputs, youre going to
miss the nuance,” Sherren warns.

Jessica Parker, founder of the agency
Trip Whisperer, is even more blunt.

“Al tools are designed to fill rooms
and chase the cheapest or fastest op-
tion, not to curate your best experi-
ence,” she says. “Al can get you a room,
while relationships get you the experi-
ence”

Al cannot replace everything. You
want a real person answering the phone
when you call your insurance company
with a problem.

“In a real medical emergency abroad,
no traveler is looking for an algorithm,’
says Nicole Perrault, COO of AXA
Partners North America. “They want a
human expert”

ROUTE 11
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540-305-3000

Upcoming events with Dan Dott

Fri. Dec 26, 2025 (7:30-11:30pm) Music Bingo/Karaoke New Market Eagles*
Sat. Dec 27, 2025 (6-10pm) Music Bingo/Karaoke Shen Valley Axe Throwing Co Front Royal
Mon. Dec 29, 2025 (6-8pm) Musical 5-in-a-Row Front Royal Moose*
Wed. Dec. 31, 2025 (7pm-1am) New Year’s Eve Karaoke Edinburg VFW
Fri. Jan 2, 2026 (7:30-11:30pm) Music Bingo/Karaoke New Market Eagles*
Mon. Jan 5, 2026 (6-8pm) Musical 5-in-a-Row Front Royal Moose*

Wed. Jan 7, 2026 (6-9pm) Trivia/Music Bingo Shen Valley Axe Throwing Co Front Royal
Sat. Jan 10, 2026 (6-10pm) Music Bingo/Karaoke Shen Valley Axe Throwing Co Front Royal
Mon. Jan 12, 2026 (6-8pm) Musical 5-in-a-Row Front Royal Moose*

Wed. Jan 14, 2026 (6-9pm) Trivia/Music Bingo Shen Valley Axe Throwing Co Front Royal
Thurs. Jan 15, 2026 (6:30-8:30pm) Music Bingo at Winchester, Va. Elks*

Mon. Jan 19, 2026 (6-8pm) Musical 5-in-a-Row Front Royal Moose*

Wed. Jan 21, 2026 (6-9pm) Trivia/Music Bingo Shen Valley Axe Throwing Co Front Royal
Thurs Jan 22, 2026 (6-9pm) Trivia at North Mountain Vineyard & Winery
Fri, Jan 23, 2026 (7-10pm) Trivia at James Charles Winery 4063 Middle Rd, Winchester, VA
Sat. Jan 24, 2026 (6-10pm) Music Bingo/Karaoke Shen Valley Axe Throwing Co Front Royal
Mon. Jan 26, 2026 (6-8pm) Musical 5-in-a-Row at Front Royal, Va. Moose*

Wed. Jan 28, 2026 (6-9pm) Trivia/Music Bingo Shen Valley Axe Throwing Co Front Royal
Fri. Jan 30, 2026 (7:30-11:30pm) Music Bingo & Karaoke at New Market, Va. Eagles*
Sat. Jan 31, 2026 (7:00-10:30pm) Karaoke/Music Bingo at Woodstock, Va. Moose*
Mon. Feb 2, 2026 (6-8pm) Musical 5-in-a-Row at Front Royal, Va. Moose*

Wed. Feb 4, 2026 (6-9pm) Trivia/Music Bingo Shen Valley Axe Throwing Co Front Royal

*Private clubs open to members and properly invited guests

route11dj.com

Limited dates remain, Book your event now: dan@route1dj.com

How to use Al to plan your trip in
2026

Agentic Al remains theoretical, but
it will become real in 2026. If you let a
bot plan your next vacation, proceed
carefully.

« Start small. Don't ask the Al to book
a month-long expedition to Antarctica.
Use it for discrete tasks: finding a hotel
near a landmark or comparing flight
prices. Resist the urge to let it book.
Take baby steps.

« Verify everything. As Parker dis-
covered in Georgia, Al doesn’t always
know which side of the road a rest stop
is on. Double-check routes, opening
times and prices. Al bots are subject to
what are known as “hallucinations”—
simply inventing facts.

» Guard your data. Ensure you under-
stand how the agent stores your credit
card and passport information. “Cyber
hygiene” is the new hand-washing. The
last thing you need is a bot going on a
spending spree with your credit card.

« Use it for logistics, not taste. Agen-
tic Al excels at action. In 2026, these
tools will do more than compare prices.
They will monitor flights for delays and
rebook your connecting flight before
the first flight lands. They will negotiate
refunds by analyzing the fine print of
your insurance policy. They can coor-
dinate multi-leg journeys, syncing your
rental car pickup time with your actual
flight arrival. But they can't tell you if
the neighborhood is cool.

You may be able to book an autopilot
vacation in 2026, but that doesn’t mean
you should. Use Al for the homework;
don'’t let it take the final exam.

Remain in charge of your vacation.
The robot is the navigator—but some-
times it holds the map upside down.

Christopher Elliott is an author,
consumer advocate, and journalist. He
founded Elliott Advocacy, a nonprofit
organization that helps solve consumer
problems. He publishes Elliott Con-

Why work at Walmart?

Training and Opportunity

+ Walmart Academy training for career advancement

*+ More than 300,000 US associates promoted with higher pay in FY 2021
* More than 75% of salaried store management teams started as hourly

Education Benefits
* Associates have the opportunity to go back to school, paid for by Walmart
« Finish high school, earn a college degree or professional certificate

Health care and insurance options made affordable

* Al eligible associates - both full- and part-time - have affordable options
* Medical plans

« Dental and vision plans and coverage for domestic partners is available
+ Free access to nurse care managers and health care advisors

+ Company-paid life insurance

Many other benefits including:

+ 401(K) options from day 1 with 6% match after one year on the job

* Associate stock purchase plan with company match

+ 10% discount on regularly priced general merchandise at Walmart stores
« Discounts on travel, cell phone services, entertainment and other goods

« Paid time off

+ Maternal and parental leave and adoption benefits for salaried and full-time
hourly associates who have worked at Walmart for at least 12 months.

See current benefits at careers.walmart.com

Walmart #1406: 2350 S Pleasant Valley Rd Winchester
Walmart #3344: 501 Walmart Dr Winchester

Walmart #4514: 201 Maranto Manor Dr Winchester
Walmart #5105: 10 Riverton Commons Dr Front Royal

Winchester and Front Royal openings include:

* Auto Care Center * Stocking & Unloading

*+ Fuel Station + Online Orderfilling & Delivery
* Stocking & Unloading

* General Merchandise

* Hourly Supervisor & Training
+ Food & Grocery

* Cashier & Front End Services

* Health & Wellness
+ Deli/Bakery Team

* Asset Protection

* Meat/Produce Team

Apply Now at: careers.walmart.com
Walmart  orText"Johs” to 240240

Walmart Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer - By Choice.
Walmart Inc. participates in E-Verify.

fidential, a travel newsletter, and the
Elliott Report, a news site about cus-
tomer service. If you need help with a

3@@@%@@@ K
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consumer problem, you can email him
at chris@elliott.org.

Nprosperous|New)Year!
OrderNOW.foriyour.
holiday/blastibouquet!!

235 Chester Street, Front Royal, Virginia
540-635-2815 * donahoesflorist.com

Thinking of selling? Want to know what your home is worth?

Contact Us!! We offer a ‘no obligation’ market analysis for You!
With 24+ years of experience, you can’t go wrong!!

, SANDRA STRICKLER ‘ \

— SN D5-: SANDRA BROOKMAN REALTOR® O E/M AX

540-671-0020
tsvsells@gmail.com

CRYSTAL ELLIOTT
540-671-5850
realtorcrystalelliott@gmail.com

235 South Street « Front Royal, VA 22630

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

ve Special Event: Open fo the Public
Wednesday, Dec. 31, 2025 (7pm - Tam)

EDINBURG VFW 2447
100 VETERANS WAY
EDINBURG, VA 22824
(540) 984-4255

st

- Special Event: Open o the Publie
| | T—l
Latest datesiat route11dj:com/calendar:

Karaoke & Dancing
with Dan McDermott
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New Brocks Gap Natural Area Preserve protects rare forest

RICHMOND, — A mature
stand of northern white cedar
trees along the North Fork of the
Shenandoah River, Virginia’s larg-
est remaining example of this
globally rare forest, is now pro-
tected as part of Brocks Gap Natu-
ral Area Preserve.

The state’s 69th natural area
preserve is located west of Broad-
way in Rockingham County. Most
of the preserve’s total 214.8 acres
is owned by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recre-
ation; 34.3 acres remains privately
owned and is protected by an open
space easement and deed of dedi-
cation. The preserve is managed
by the Virginia Natural Heritage
Program, whose mission is to con-
serve the state’s biodiversity.

“The establishment of Virgin-
ia’s newest natural area preserve,
Brocks Gap, will safeguard the

area’s outstanding ecological in-
tegrity and improve water quality
for the Shenandoah River water-

Wishing all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 20261

Aletha Craig

ASSOCIATE BROKER

alethacraig@gmail.com

Call me Direct

540-671-0466
SAMSON PROPERTIES

912 Hometown Way | Front Royal, Va | 540-252-0046

Northern white cedar forest on a bluff overlooking the North Fork of the
Shenandoah River, Rockingham County.][alt:Photo of mature trees on the
slope of a mountain.

Humane Society of Warren County

1245 Progress Dr, Front Royal, VA 22630 e (540) 635-4734

Brownie is a 10|f

Homemade chicken soup is ideal for cold and flu season

2 cloves of garlic, peeled and minced
sprigs fresh parsley

Leo is approx 5

sprigs fresh thyme ~ year old mellow and would love a
hound looking for || home with older
bay leaf his furever fam- | kids and maybe a

N — N o

| female dog friend.
~ He's  neutered,
chipped, utd on
vacc. loves a car
“ ride and swims!!
s This big guy does
o it all..@almost..
no kitty’s please)
Come visit and bring your dog to meet him.

& ily! He is extremely |}
+ sweet and docile. | |
~ He is good with|"
other dogs and |}
kids. He is neu-|
tered, up to date
on vaccinations and | |
microchipped.

tablespoons butter

Salt, to taste

Freshly cracked black pepper, to taste
12 ounces wide egg noodles

For the chicken stock:

1. Rinse the chicken inside and out under cold running
water. Place the chicken in a large pot, set over me-
dium heat and add the chicken broth. Add 14 of the
carrots, 1/3 of the celery and 1/3 of the onions. Add the
garlic, 2 sprigs parsley, thyme, bay leaf and enough
water to just cover the chicken. Bring broth to a boil,

Brownie’s ad sponsored by: Leo’s ad sponsored by:

Hillbilly's Junkyard
Hillbilly has what you NEED!

REAL ESTATE

Tana Hoffman
Realtor, SFR, CMRS, CRS

Cold and flu season arrives each year. Though
there might be little people can do to avoid catching a
cold or coming down with the flu, certain approaches
can make it easier to get through a bout with either ill-
ness. Flu vaccinations have been found to lessen the
severity of infection with the influenza virus, while rest
and plenty of fluids can help reduce the length of time
a cold puts people out of commission.

Knowing what to eat when combatting a cold and
the flu also can help people treat each virus. Chicken
soup has long been a go-to when fighting a cold, and
this recipe for “Homemade Chicken Noodle Soup”
from Lines+Angles makes a worthy addition to any-
one’s cold- and flu-flighting culinary repertoire.

Homemade Chicken Noodle Soup
Makes 8 servings

1 312-pound whole chicken

10 cups low-sodium chicken broth
8 carrots, peeled and sliced

6 stalks celery, timmed and sliced
3 onions, peeled and sliced

reduce heat and simmer for about 114 hours, or until
chicken is very tender, skimming any foam from the
surface of the broth.

2. Remove chicken from broth and place in a colander
to drain and cool. Strain the broth through a very fine
mesh strainer into a large, clean soup pot. Discard the
vegetables used to flavor the stock.

For the soup:

1. Skim any fat off the top of the strained broth.

2. Remove and discard the skin and bones from the
chicken and cut the meat into bite-sized pieces; set
aside.

3. Melt the butter in a large Dutch oven set over me-
dium heat. Add the remaining carrots, celery and on-
ions and cook for about 7 minutes or until the onions
are translucent. Add the chicken pieces and chicken
stock, season with salt and pepper. Bring soup to a
simmer and cook for about 30 minutes or until the
vegetables are tender.

4. Chop the remaining parsley; add the parsley and
egg noodles, stirring frequently. Cook for 8 to 10 ad-
ditional minutes or until the noodles are tender.

5. Ladle into soup bowls and serve hot.

4381 Stonewall Jackson Hwy
Bentonville, VA » 636-2671
hillbillysjunkyard.com

4 Willow is 3 yr GS
. mix who’s a love-
bug ready to go!
i She’s  housebro-
ken/crate trained,
¢ utd on shots, likes
kids, dogs and
| cats! She’s wait-

ng for her forever
family...come visit
> today!!

Licensed in Virginia
540-671-1994
111 East King St. « Strasburg, VA 22657
www.sagerrealestate.com

Oreo is a 3 year old male
border collie mix who is
full of energy and love!
He is good with kids but
may do better with older
~ones. He has lived with
_small dogs but not dogs
his size. We do require
a dog test before adop-
tion. We are unsure of
him and cats. He loves to
swim and ride in the car!

Willow’s ad sponsored by:

Hot Tub Heaven
Vacation Cahins

Dog

Friendly!
HotTubHeaven@yahoo.com

540-636-1522
www.hthva.com

Oreo’s ad sponsored by:

PICEWCDD
KENNELS

Boarding Kennels
125 Spicewood Lane © Front Royal

940-635-8979

With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes.
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!
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shed and ultimately the Chesa-
peake Bay,” said DCR Acting Di-
rector Andrew Smith. “This is an
important investment to ensure
that a prime example of Virginia’s
natural resources will be protected
in perpetuity”

Sam Showalter, president of the
Showalter Family Corporation,
the former owner of the property,
said the family has been working
toward seeing their land protected

for more than 15 years. “The Clay-
ton and Thelma Showalter family
is indeed grateful to the Virginia
Department of Conservation
and Recreation and several other
conservation groups for helping
our Family Corporation preserve
forever the cedar trees and other
unique aspects of our mountain
farm near Brocks Gap,” he said.
The preserve lies on rolling ter-
rain on the eastern slope of Little

540-692-9483

Gourmet Foods and More
Qp~ PmudlgSuppoI:loVLandhmEGumw ()

Open 7 Days a Week from 10-6
216 E Main Street Front Royal

£1540-692-94835

We want to thank all of our customers for
another year of continued support!!
Wishing everyone a very Merty Christmas &
Joyous and Prosperous New Year!!

North Mountain, with the eleva-
tion ranging from 1,000 feet at
the North Fork of the Shenandoah
River to 2,046 feet atop the moun-
tain. The site is along the North
Mountain fault; a major geologic
boundary defining the edge of the
Shenandoah Valley.

“Along with its globally rare
northern white-cedar slope forest,
wetlands and karst landscape re-
sources, Brocks Gap Natural Area
Preserve falls within one of Vir-
ginia’s most significant ecological
cores and essential conservation
sites,” said Lesley Starke, chief of
natural areas stewardship for the
Virginia Natural Heritage Pro-
gram. “Our staff is currently devel-
oping management plans with the
future goal of being able to offer
public access for wildlife viewing
and nature study”

Funding sources for the acqui-
sition included a Virginia Land
Conservation Foundation grant

RAPPAHANNOCK
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

YOU HAVE THE POWER
TO STOP HIM.

VIEW ENERGY
SAVING TIPS

NOW

\

(‘ %
|

|

the northeastern United States,
the Upper Midwest and eastern
Canada, it is found in a handful
of locations in the Central Appa-
lachians. In Virginia, there are less
than 70 acres left of this type of
forest, which is threatened by in-
festations of invasive insects.

awarded for fiscal year 2023. Addi-
tional funding was provided from
the DuPont-Waynesboro Natural
Resource Damage Assessment and
Restoration settlement.

While the main, continuous na-
tive range of northern white cedar
(Thuja occidentalis) forests spans
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

and a joyful New Year!!

Many thanks to all of our customers, friends
and family for your continued support!

Together... we can continue to give back!! Happy Holidays!!

Local Family Owned & Operated

Woodstock, Va
Front Royal, Va

\\/_

FE=

Avuto Care Clinic

Import & Domestic General Repair

Free Loaner Cars or Shuttle Service!
Premier Customer Service
Car Care Club Discounts!

= (I,

Open M-F 7:00 am to 5:30 pm
6768 Winchester Road
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 635-BILL (2455)

Got Vehicle Issues? We Can Fit You In!

Closed Weekends for Family Time!

861 South Main Street
Woodstock, VA 22664
(540) 459-5755

YOU can be a part of our Cars Changing Lives
v Ministry as we change lives, one car at a time!
Please visit cclvanp.org
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INDICTIVIENTS

2025 November Indictments
October Term

Eric Wyatt Smith

The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges Eric
Wyatt Smith, 24, of the 200 block
of Virginia Ave., Front Royal, VA
22630, with three counts. COUNT
ONE: In the County of Warren, Eric
Wyatt Smith did unlawfully and fe-
loniously, knowingly or intention-
ally possess a controlled substance
listed in Schedule I or Schedule II
of the Drug Control Act. COUNT
TWO: did unlawfully and feloni-
ously, while being a prisoner in a
state, local, or community correc-
tional facility, or in the custody of

an employee thereof, procure, sell
B Building, Remodeling
& Handyman Service

[pr——

Heplacementhdows PowerWashlng |
Decks & Porches - Roof Repair - Addmons'

Finished Basements - Fine Carpentry
Ceramic Tile - Interior & Exterior Painting ||
Floor Covering - Tree & Yard Work - Siding

Call Buck
540-551-2673

or secrete, a chemical compound
which the accused had not law-
fully received. COUNT THREE:
did unlawfully and feloniously, be-
ing under the age of 29 years, did
knowingly and intentionally pos-
sess or transport any firearm after
previously being found guilty as a
juvenile, and being 14 years or older
at the time of the offense, of a delin-
quent act which would have been a
violent felony. Date of the offenses
was on or about July 9, 2025.

Royce Stuart Grim

The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges Royce
Stuart Grim, 48, of the 500 block of
Stonewall St., Strasburg, VA 22657,
with two counts. COUNTS ONE
and TWO: In the County of War-
ren, Royce Stuart Grim did unlaw-
fully and feloniously, being over the
age of eighteen, use a communica-
tions system, or another electronic
means, for the purposes of solicit-
ing, with lascivious intent, a person
he knew or had reason to believe
was a child at less than fifteen years
of age, to knowingly and intention-
ally expose his sexual or genital
parts to such child to whom he was
not legally married or to propose
that such child expose her sexual or
genital parts to him, the defendant

+$1.99 SHIPPING

Limit 5 tins per customer.

CALL 1-877-769-0941
PITTMANDAVIS.COM/PBYG31 USE CODE: P6YG3I

Good while supplies last. Some restrictions may apply.

1C: P6YG31

being, at least seven years older
than such child. The accused previ-
ously has committed one or more
violations. Dates of the offenses
were on May 10, 2025.

Christopher Edward Kirby

The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges Christo-
pher Edward Kirby, 40, of the 200
block of Mountain River Rd., Front
Royal, VA 22630, with two counts.
COUNT ONE: In the County of
Warren, Christopher Edward Kirby
did unlawfully and feloniously, take,
drive or use a motor vehicle, hav-
ing a value of $1,000 or more and
belonging to Shirley Kirby, without
the consent of the owner, and in
her absence, and with the intent to
temporarily deprive the owner of
possession thereof. COUNT TWO:
did unlawfully and feloniously,
knowingly and intentionally possess
or transport ammunition for a fire-
arm. Date of the offenses was on or
about September 16, 2025.

Scott Fink

Seth Albert Smith

The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that: on
or about September 23, 2025, in
the County of Warren, Seth Albert
Smith, 25, of the 100 block of Sha-
ron St., Harrisonburg, VA 22801,
did unlawfully and feloniously pos-
sess a tool, implement, or an outfit
with the intent to utilize it to com-
mit burglary, robbery, or larceny.

Rickie Lee Alger

The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that: on
or about March 27, 2025, in the
County of Warren, Rickie Lee Alger,
32, of the 2800 block of Red Banks
Rd., Mt. Jackson, VA 22842, did
unlawfully and feloniously, know-
ingly or intentionally possess a con-
trolled substance listed in Schedule
I or Schedule II of the Drug Control
Act.

Destiny Capri Weatherholt
The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges Destiny

540-532-4141

fivestarexecutivechauffeuring@gmail.com = operating Authority (OA) #2701

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?

There are four differences between Picture A and Picture B.

Capri Weatherholt, 25, of the 100
block of Wilson St., Paw Paw, WV
25434 with two counts. COUNTS
ONE and TWO: In the County of
Warren, Destiny Capri Weatherholt
did unlawfully and feloniously, with
the intention of converting goods
or merchandise to her own or an-
other’s use without having paid the
full purchase price, or defrauding
the owner of the value of the goods
or merchandise, alter the price tag
or other price marking on or trans-
fer from one container to another
goods or merchandise belonging to
Target and having a value of $1,000.
Date of the offenses was on or about
November 7, 2024.

Karen Gwinn Greth
The Warren County Va. Circuit

Pacific Landscaping LLC

¢ Ty
|
Call us for a free quote:

« Fence Repairs

» Fence and Deck Staining/Painting

=« Retaining Wall (stone, brick, and
block)

« Concrete Stamps

« Fire Pits

= Paver Patios

= Gardening Services (mulching,
flowerbeds, edging, etc.)

Serving Frederick and surrounding counties

(540) 313-2721

pacificlandlic@gmail.com

We are licensed and insured!
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Court Grand Jury charges Karen
Gwinn Greth, 60, of the 200 block of
Church St., Front Royal, VA 22630,
with four counts. COUNTS ONE
TWO and THREE: In the County of
Warren, Karen Gwinn Greth did un-
lawfully and feloniously, knowingly
or intentionally possess a controlled
substance listed in Schedule I or
Schedule II of the Drug Control Act.

COUNT FOUR: did unlawfully and
feloniously while being a prisoner
in a state, local or community cor-

an employee there of procure, sell
secrete or possess a chemical com-
pound which the accused had not
lawfully received. Dates of the of-
fenses were on or about September
18 and July 14, 2025.

Why Call Beth Medved Waller?

20+ years of experience & happy clients
Top Listing Agent in her office since 2007
Donated hundreds of thousands to nonprofits

Experience the WHAT MATTERS WAY-call BETH today!

Learn about WHAT MATTERS Partners at www.whatmattersw2.com

201 S. Royal Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-671-6145

REALTY
SOLUTIONS
KELLERWILLIAMS,

®/BETH

ASSOCIATE BROKER

1
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- MAKES A -
GREAT GIFT

Butcher's Deluxe Package

Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)
Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)

Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)
Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)
FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 0z.)

79797ZDL separately $22794 88999

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

Go to OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2792
1.833.821.3714 Ask for Offer 79797ZDL

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 3.2 0z. burgers will be sent to each shipping address
that includes SKU 79797. Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. ltems may be
substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping rates will be applied and are subject to change.
Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for sale in your area.
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use0S|. Expires 12/31/25. | 25M8656 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

77100 0
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rectional facility or in the custody of

Kristen Ann Hylton
The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges Kristen
Ann Hylton, 38, address unavailable,
with two counts. COUNT ONE:

In the County of Warren, Kristen
Ann Hylton did unlawfully and fe-
loniously, knowingly or intention-
ally possess a controlled substance

See INDICTMENTS, 10

MARTIN'S

E -!'I'E‘ﬂ i MartmsFoods.com/careers

Start the new
year clog-free!

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-877-636-7566

aim by: 2/28/2026

15% OFF +10%

LeafFilter-

Leaf

Discount For
Seniors + Military

We install year-round!

Get a FREE full gutter inspection and estimate:

1-877-636-7566 Promo: 285

**Promotional offer includes 15% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterans and/or seniors. One coupon per house-
hold. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. See Representative for full warranty details.

AZ ROC344027 AR 366920925, CA1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 420223000087, FL CBCO56678, ID RCE-51604, 1A
C127230, LA 559544, MD MHICI111225MA 213292, MI 262300331, 262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 262300318,
262300173, MN IR810624, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV 86990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, ND 47304. OR 218294.
PA PA179643. RI GC-41354, TN 10981. UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFLH763PG, WV
WV056912. *The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recog-
nized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.

HOROSCOPES

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20

Strange things are happening, Aries. It
may be better to go with the flow right now.
You might like the change that ensues, and
the change in pace could be a positive.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21

Better days are ahead, Taurus. It's just a
matter of having a little patience and waiting
a little longer for things to settle down. Start a
new project to take your mind off things.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21

Make the most of time spent with friends
and family this week, Gemini. You may need
to step away for a little while, so cherish this
time you get to spend with those you love.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22

Cancer, someone special is able to take a
peek into your inner thoughts this week. Their
ability to see you so personally could reinforce
your outlook.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23

You might feel a bit melancholic as the
holiday season nears its end, Leo. It's un-
derstandable based on how much has been
going on. Maintain a strong social calendar.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22

Virgo, generosity is an admirable trait,
and now is a good time to indulge your love
of helping others. Make a concerted effort to
pitch in where your assistance is necessary.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23

When one door closes, another door
opens, Libra. Look at all of the positive things
in your life and embrace the great changes
that are coming your way. This is an exciting
time for you.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22

Scorpio, there are so many things going on
right now but you can still function effectively.
The pace might be hectic right now, but things
will calm down soon enough.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21

Arelationship is blooming, Sagittarius, and
you're not sure how you feel about it just yet.
Take a few more weeks to work through all of
your feelings..

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20

You have an eye for deals, Capricorn.
Even though you have been spending a lot
this past month, you can't resist a discount on
some post-holiday sales.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18

Take a firm hold of your finances for the
next few weeks, Aquarius. Overspending
could complicate an important relationship if
you're not careful. Curb any purchases for a
few days.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20

You are not sure how to harness your artis-
tic energy this week, Pisces. You might take a
class or engage in a hobby that interests you.
Redesigning a room in a home also might be
an idea.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

DECEMBER 28

John Legend, Singer (47)
DECEMBER 29

Jude Law, Actor (53)
DECEMBER 30

Kristin Kreuk, Actress (43)
DECEMBER 31

Evie Templeton, Actress (17)
JANUARY 1

Ice Spice, Rapper (26)
JANUARY 2

Dax Shepard, Actor (51)
JANUARY 3

Florence Pugh, Actress (30)




Page 10 ¢ https:/wfcreport.com ¢ Warren/Frederick County Report ¢ Early January, 2026

INDICTMENTS, from 9

listed in Schedule I or Schedule II
of the Drug Control Act. COUNT
TWO: did unlawfully and felonious-
ly while being a prisoner in a state,
local, or community correctional
facility or in the custody of an em-
ployee thereof, procure, sell secrete
or possess a chemical compound
which the accused had not lawfully
received. Date of the offenses was
on or about August 4, 2025.

Nathaniel Clark

The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that: on
or about March 12, 2025, in the
County of Warren, Nathaniel Clark,
44, of the 14000 block of Lee Hwy.,
Centreville, VA 20121, did unlaw-
fully and feloniously, distribute a
Schedule I or II controlled sub-
stance.

David Lee Stroupe

The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that: on
or about June 20, 2025, in the Coun-
ty of Warren, David Lee Stroupe,
49, of the 400 block of Cherrydale
Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630, did
unlawfully and feloniously, know-
ingly or intentionally possess a con-
trolled substance listed in Schedule
I or Schedule II of the Drug Control

Act.

Justin Lee Deavers

The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges Justin Lee
Deavers, age and address unavail-
able, with seven counts. COUNT
ONE: In the County of Warren,
Justin Lee Deavers did unlaw-
fully and feloniously, knowingly or
intentionally possess a controlled
substance to wit: heroin, listed
in schedule I or Schedule II of the
Drug Control Act. COUNT TWO:
did unlawfully and feloniously,
knowingly and intentionally possess
or transport a firearm after having
previously been convicted of a non-
violent felony within the prior ten
(10) years. COUNT THREE: did
unlawfully and feloniously steal a
firearm belonging to Devon Owens.
COUNT FOUR: did unlawfully and
feloniously, while unlawfully in pos-
session of a controlled substance
classified in Schedule I or II of the
Drug Control Act, simultaneously
with knowledge and intent possess
a firearm on or about his person.
COUNT FIVE: did unlawfully and
feloniously manufacture, sell, give,
distribute or possess with the in-
tent to manufacture, sell, give, or
distribute, a controlled substance
classified in Schedule I or Schedule
1I of the Drug Control Act. COUNT

SIX: did unlawfully and feloniously
sell, give, or distribute or possess
with the intent to sell, give, or dis-
tribute, more than one ounce but
not more than five pounds of Mari-
juana. COUNT SEVEN: did unlaw-
fully and feloniously possess a con-
trolled substance classified in the
Drug Control Act as Schedule III, to
wit: Buprenorphine, with intent to
manufacture, sell, give, or distrib-
ute. Date of the offenses was on or
about July 14, 2025.

Tyler James Harmon

The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that: on
or about December 20, 2024, in
the County of Warren, Tyler James
Harmon, age and address unavail-
able, did unlawfully and feloniously,
while being a prisoner in a state, lo-
cal, or community correctional fa-
cility or in the custody of an em-
ployee thereof, procure, sell, secrete
or possess a chemical compound
which the accused had not lawfully
received.

Don Franklin Smelser II
The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that: on or
about June 27, 2025, in the County
of Warren, Don Franklin Smelser II,
age and address unavailable, did un-
lawfully and feloniously assault and

family.

GUESS WHO »

I am an actress born in Barbados on
December 31, 2008. | discovered my pas-
sion for acting as a young girl, and |
attended the London Academy of Music
and Dramatic Arts. My first professional
role was in the short film, “Red.” Now I'm
one of the “outcasts” on a Netflix series
about a girl from an unconventional

uole|dwia] 8IAT :lemsuy

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to shopping.

e | I | | |
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batter A.M., a family or household
member, after having been at least
twice previously convicted of as-
sault and battery against a family or
household member within the past
twenty years with such offenses oc-
curring on different dates.

Stanley K Nodland
The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that: on
or about June 29, 2025, in the Coun-
ty of Warren, Stanley K Nodland,
age and address unavailable, did un-
lawfully and feloniously, steal, items
having a value of $1,000 or more,

belonging to Robert Crump.

Xavier Davonne Roy

The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges
Xavier Davonne Roy, age and ad-
dress unavailable, with five counts.
COUNTS ONE, THREE and FOUR:
In the County of Warren, Xavier
Davonne Roy did unlawfully and
feloniously, being a person having
the custody of a child under the age
of eighteen years, willfully or neg-
ligently cause or permit the life of
such child to be endangered or the
health of such child to be injured,
or caused or permitted such child
to be tormented, beaten, or cruelly
treated. COUNTS TWO and FIVE:
did unlawfully and feloniously, dis-

VIRGINIA

New Website!

WarrenCountyVA.com

Find great local
businesses in
Front Royal and
Warren County!

o New Brand Name Tires

 Mounting & Balancing
o Custom Wheels

NEW Expanded Services!!

o Steering & Suspension Components

o Great Prices!
Closed Sun. & Thurs.

TonysTiresFrontRoyal.com n
Convenient Location Across 7th St. Next to Ramsey's

11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal « 540-551-0922

« Oil Changes
« Brake Jobs
« Flat Repairs

Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! Here’s How It Works: Sudoku puzzles
are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure
out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! (Answer in back.)

Level: Beginner

Level: Beainner

Level: Intermediate
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tribute a Schedule I or II controlled  trolled substance listed in Schedule lice or local law-enforcement agen-  or some other occupant of the ve-
substance. Dates of the offenses I or Schedule II of the Drug Control  cy, to the person struck and injured  hicle collided with or to the custo-
were on or about May 16 and May = Act. COUNT TWO: did unlawfully  if such person appeared to be ca- dian of the other damaged property.

19, 2025. and feloniously, intentionally de- pable of understanding and retain-  The accident resulted in damage to
stroy, deface, damage or remove the  ing the information, or the driver = property valued at $1,000 or more.

Larry Allen Forbes II, A/K/A property of Hydro Spray Car Wash COUNT FOUR: did unlawfully and
Larry Allen Forbus II Building, with the value of, or dam- feloniously destroy, deface, damage,

The Warren County Va. Circuit age to, such property being $1,000 /ﬁ
Court Grand Jury charges Larry or more. COUNT THREE: did DAVE J s Vaught, with the value of or dam-
Allen Forbes II, A/K/A Larry Allen  unlawfully and feloniously while |‘ DIVERSIFIED SERVICES age to such property being $1,000
Forbus II, 500 block of Royal Ave., having been the driver of a vehicle — "0 15| or more. Dates of the offenses were
Front Royal, VA 22630, with four involved in an accident in which an  |HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING \‘,ﬁl on or about May 30, May 10 and July i s
counts. COUNT ONE: In the Coun- attended vehicle or other attended g @ 12, 2025. . .
ty of Warren, Larry Allen Forbes II,  property was damaged, fail to re- + Over 30 Years Experience UPCOmmg events with

a front porch, belonging to Beth

s

it ke
) P

A/K/A Larry Allen Forbus II, did port name, address, driver’s license . Oi.l I;Le:\::(:?gﬁlsers, A Grand Jury Indictment is only a Dan McDermott
unlawfully and feloniously, know- number, and vehicle registration Heat Pumps & Gas Furnaces charge and not evidence of guilt. The
ingly or intentionally possess a con-  number forthwith to the State Po- * Ductwork & Air Quality Services defendants are entitled to a fair trial Fri. Dec 26, 2025 (7:30-11:30pm)
803B N. ROYAL AVENUE * FRONT ROYAL|  with the burden on the government Music Bingo/Karaoke New Market Eagles*
540.636.3396 to prove guilt beyond a reasonable

doubt. Sat. Dec 27, 2025 (6-10pm)
Music Bingo/Karaoke Shen Valley Axe
Throwing Co 20 South St. Front Royal, VA

www.ddsserviceshvac.com

Mon. Dec 29, 2025 (6-8pm)
Musical 5-in-a-Row Front Royal Moose*

Wed. Dec. 31, 2025 (7pm-1am)
New Year's Eve Karaoke Edinburg VFW

Fri. Jan 2, 2026 (7:30-11:30pm)
Music Bingo/Karaoke New Market Eagles*

Mon. Jan 5, 2026 (6-8pm)
Musical 5-in-a-Row Front Royal Moose*

Wed. Jan 7, 2026 (6-9pm)
Trivia/Music Bingo Shen Valley Axe
Throwing Co 20 South St. Front Royal, VA

Sat. Jan 10, 2026 (6-10pm)
Music Bingo/Karaoke Shen Valley Axe
Throwing Co 20 South St. Front Royal, VA

Mon. Jan 12, 2026 (6-8pm)
Musical 5-in-a-Row Front Royal Moose*

i 2SN
Introducing s
APPAREL bebe oo e 14,2126 6.9
Trivia/Music Bingo Shen Valley Axe

JOE BOXER Throwing Co 20 South St. Front Royal, VA
FOR THE : '

FAMILY! % BIG LOTS/

a—— —

Sun-Tue 6am-Midnight

Thurs. Jan 15, 2026 (6:30-8:30pm)
Music Bingo at Winchester, Va. Elks*

Wed-Sat 6am-2am

pecials Daily

Mon. Jan 19, 2026 (6-8pm)
Musical 5-in-a-Row Front Royal Moose*

Wed. Jan 21, 2026 (6-9pm)
Trivia/Music Bingo SVAXECO

Thurs Jan 22, 2026 (6-9pm)

3 : Trivia at North Mountain Vineyard & Winery
T T

*Private clubs open to members and
properly invited guests

route11dj.com

ROUTE I

| o' .I rnt R a I | ‘ 540-305-3000
yal Ave, yal,
260 Remount Rd Front Royal e

540-635-3064 | g7 (54006923518 | | ot
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Friday: A chance of rain, snow,
and freezing rain before 1pm, then a
chance of rain and sleet between 1pm
and 2pm, then rain likely after 2pm.
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 39.
Light and variable wind becoming
southeast 5 to 10 mph in the after-
noon. Winds could gust as high as 20
mph. Chance of precipitation is 60%.
Little or no ice accumulation expect-
ed. Little or no snow and sleet accu-
mulation expected.

Friday Night: A chance of rain be-
fore lam. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 37. South wind 5 to 8 mph
becoming calm in the evening. Winds
could gust as high as 21 mph. Chance
of precipitation is 50%.

Saturday: Partly sunny, with a high
near 50. North wind 3 to 5 mph.

Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 33. Calm wind.

Sunday: A chance of rain, mainly
after 1pm. Cloudy, with a high near
52. Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Sunday Night: A chance of rain.
Cloudy, with a low around 43. Chance
of precipitation is 50%.

Monday: Rain likely before 1pm.
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 61.
Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Monday Night: Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 25.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high
near 36.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with
alow around 23.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 43.

‘Wednesday Night: Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 24.

New Year’s Day: Partly sunny, with
a high near 42.

Ask Stewart
Hey Stewart,
What is a New Years resolution?
— David

New Year’s resolutions are personal
commitments to improve oneself at
the start of a calendar year, often fo-
cusing on health (exercise, eating bet-
ter, losing weight), finances (saving,
budgeting), personal growth (learning
skills, new hobbies, reading), and re-
lationships (family time, connecting
with others).

Tips for Success
» Be Specific: Instead of “exercise

more,” aim for “walk 30 minutes, three
times a week’.

«» Start Small: Begin with easy, achiev-
able actions to build momentum.

» Make it a Habit: Integrate new be-
haviors into your daily routine.

+ Plan Ahead: Map out steps, like
planning meals if you want to eat
healthier.

» Track Progress: Write goals down
and check them off as you go.

+ Be Flexible: Don't let one slip-up
derail you; adjust and keep going.

» Find Support: Share goals with
friends or family for accountability.

I will begin 2026 by walking the
Greenway Trail around Front Royal
with my Tree Steward friends. When
we go past Eastham Park, we will
check on the 25 new trees that we
planted last week.

Happy New Year!

Your Pal in the Trees,

— Stewart

The Front Royal/Warren County
Tree Steward program began in 1997
with volunteers dedicated to improv-
ing the health of trees by providing
educational programs, tree planting
and care demonstrations, and tree
maintenance throughout the commu-
nity. The group now consists of over 30
active members with several interns
working toward becoming certified tree
stewards from our annual “All About
Trees Class” Each month Stewart will
answer a question from our readers.
Please forward it to “Stewart” in care

of

X

For the first time, the Mount
Holly Baptist Church participated
in Middletown’s Holiday Parade on
December 7 with a float organized by
the members of the youth group and
who presented the Nativity scene.
Member of the church, Joann Bray,
said, “We decided to put a float in
this year to support the community.
There were decorations on the float

Mount Holly Baptist Church youth group on parade

and members of the youth group
were wearing the traditional cloth-
ing of Mary, Joseph and angels. There
was also the infant Jesus in the man-
ger. A young man from Strasburg
played the trumpet on the float. It
was just nice!”

Mt. Holly’s Deaconess Leslie
Hecker described the sense of pride
that was felt about the members of

the youth group participating in the
parade on December 7. “It was a per-
fect day,” she said, and added, “This
was done for the first time, but I don’t
think it will be the last because it was
fun” She emphasized that they want-
ed to convey the message of ‘Keep
Christ in Christmas’ and also to wish
a Merry Christmas to all!”

frwctreestewards@comcast.net
and we may publish it in a future issue.
Please visit our website at:
www.treesfrontroyal.org

REC Donated More Than $19,000
to Area Food Banks in 2025

Rappahannock Electric Coopera-
tive (REC) responded to the increased
food insecurity felt by many in our
region this fall by donating $16,000 to
non-profit food banks across its ser-
vice territory in October and Novem-
ber.

“These donations, which bring the
total REC donated toward reducing
food insecurity to more than $19,000
in 2025, are an example of how the
cooperative powers more than homes,
we power communities,” said Casey
Hollins, managing director — commu-
nications and public relations.

The donations went to 18 non-prof-
it food banks and food pantries that
serve residents in 19 of the 22 counties
served by REC, and ranged from $500
to $3,000, with $1,000 being the most
frequent amount donated.

Food Banks Supported by REC in
2025:

516 Project

Beaverdam Food Pantry

Blue Ridge Area Food Bank

Camping for Hunger

Caroline County Department of So-
cial Services

Fauquier FISH

Feeding Greene

FISH of Clarke County

Fox Moon Farms

Fredericksburg Food Bank

Good Samaritan Food Pantry and
Clothes Closet

Highland Food Pantry

Madison Emergency Services Asso-
ciation

Banquet/Event Space

+ 5,280 sq ft Banquet Hall
+ Accessible Entrance/Restrooms
« Private Kitchen

Call to
Book a Tour
Today!

301 North Fork Rd Front Royal
Call 540-749-2022
or email Cwhit.am@nfra.com

Rappahannock County Food Pantry

Salvation Army — Culpeper

Spotsylvania County Public Schools
(Treasure House)

Western Hanover Emergency Ac-
tion Team

REC provides electric service to
over 184,000 connections in parts of
22 Virginia counties. With its gen-
eral office in Fredericksburg, Va., the
Cooperative operates and maintains
more than 18,000 miles of power lines
through its service area, which ranges
from the Blue Ridge Mountains to the
tidal waters of the Chesapeake Bay. For
more information about REC, please
visit www.myrec.coop. Follow REC on
Facebook, X, Instagram, LinkedIn and
YouTube.

Belle Grove

From December 5th to 30th, Belle
Grove Plantation is decorated for the
holidays and open for touring includ-
ing the Museum Shop and exhibits in
the Beverley B. Shoemaker Welcome
Center. Open open Monday-Thursday,
10 a.m.- 4 p.m., Friday-Saturday 10
a.m.- 8 p.m., and Sunday 1-5 p.m. Belle
Grove will be closed on Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day and will close for
the winter starting December 31. Call
(540) 869-2028 www.bellegrove.org,
www.facebook.com/bellegrove, www.
instagram.com/BelleGrovel797

January, 2026 Youth Events at
Samuels Public Library

These are the events being present-
ed by the Youth Services Department
at Samuels Public Library during the
month of January 2026. More infor-
mation about Samuels Library and the
programs and services available can be
found at www.samuelslibrary.net or by

Front Royal
Ken Thurman
703.963.4064

SYANNISI®]N

PROPERTIES

Winchester
Bree Morel
703.368.7755

Woodstock
Janet Barillas
540.481.9250

Gainsville

Stacy Ours
571.766.6411

Samson Properties Front Royal

: 912 Hometown Way

Front Royal, VA 22630
www.samsonproperties.net

REALTOR®

1 Eckankar Presents -

to God

HU - A Love Song
d ...A gift to you

Sing HU and discover:
Inner Peace and Calm, Divine Love
and Healing of the Heart
For information and events visit us at — https://eck-va.org

\_ Virginia Satsang Society, Inc., a Chartered Affiliate of Eckankar y
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calling (540) 635-3153.

Thursday, January 1 - The library
will be closed for the holiday.

Saturday, January 3 - All Day — Our
Winter Reading Program will begin.
Register online or at the reference
desk, all ages. Children who have
someone read to them must listen to
5 books/week, ages 6-11 who read
themselves must read 1/week, teens
must read 30 minutes/week to get a
prize. Program runs through January
and February. 2:30 PM — Light up the
Sky. For ages 6-11. Come learn about
the Northern Lights and then “light up
the sky” creating your own picture of
the Aurora Borealis. Registration is re-
quired.

Monday, January 5 - 10:15 AM -
Music & Movement for Babies (ages
0-23 months). 11:15 AM — Music &
Movement for Toddlers (ages 2-5).
Join our fun and joyful time with your
little ones as we listen to music while
learning some basic movements and
multisensory activities designed to de-
light your baby or toddler. Registration

is required.

Tuesday, January 6 - 4:00 PM —
Snowflakes. For ages 6-11. Hear sto-
ries about snow and then make your
own special snowflake to take home.
Registration is required.

Wednesday, January 7 - 10:15AM -
Toddler Story Time. 11:00AM — Pre-
school Story Time. Come in for an
enjoyable hour filled with New Year
stories, exciting sing-alongs, finger
plays, and a craft.

Saturday, January 10 - 1:00 PM -
Chess. For ages 10-18. Come enjoy
an afternoon of learning the game or
practicing your skill. Registration is
required. 2:30 PM — Tye-Dye T-shirts:
Teens Connect. For ages 12-18. Bring
your own white t-shirt and we will
supply the dye and rubber bands. If
you forget the shirt, we will have a
bandana. Registration is required.

Monday, January 12 - 10:15 AM -
Music & Movement for Babies (ages
0-23 months). 11:15 AM — Music &
Movement for Toddlers (ages 2-5).
Join our fun and joyful time with your

little ones as we listen to music while
learning some basic movements and
multisensory activities designed to
delight your baby or toddler. Registra-
tion is required.

Tuesday, January 6 - 10:30 AM -
Sled and Slope: Homeschool Hub. For
ages 6-11. Design and build your own
little sled to test on our slopes. How
far will it go? Registration is required.

Wednesday, January 14 - 10:15AM -
Toddler Story Time. 11:00AM — Pre-
school Story Time. Come in for an en-
joyable hour filled with stories about
Animal Tracks, exciting sing-alongs,
finger plays, and a craft.

Thursday, January 15 - 10:30 AM
- Grandparent Story Time. For ages
0-6. Come hear a grandparent read a
few stories, nursery rhymes, and do a
craft. Registration is required.

Saturday, January 17 - 11:00 AM
— Paws for Reading. For ages 6-18+.
Paw for Reading is a program where
people read aloud to trained therapy
dogs, which helps improve their read-
ing skills, confidence, and attitudes to-

This sweetened
beverage was once
a bitter drink made
from roasted cocoa
beans.
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Maze Craze

Can you find your way through the maze?

THIS
DAY IN
HISTORY

|
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1607: Pocahontas
pleads for John
Smith’s life when
tribal leaders

attempt to execute

him.

-
[

1845: The United
States annexes the
Republic of Texas.

1913: Cecil B.
DeMille begins

filming Hollywood’s
first feature film.

FINISH

=iy
Ean

COCOA

a hot drink made
from cocoa
powder mixed with
sugar and milk

=R
that in

English: Mug
Spanish: Taza
Italian: Tazza
French: Mug
German: Tasse

o

'Dld Y

A mug of hot cocoa can be
made more delicious with the
addition of whipped cream
and miniature

-e marshmallows.

Get the KON
PICTURE?

Can you guess what
the bigger picture is?

31D|020YD JOH :Jamsuy

ward reading. This program provides
a non-judgmental and stress-free
environment, as the dogs are calm,
attentive listeners who don't correct
mistakes, making it less intimidating
for children. Bring your own book or
use one of ours! Teens and adults can
come for the calming influence and
doggie kisses. Registration is required.

Monday, January 19 - The library
will be closed for the holiday.

Tuesday, January 20 - 4:00 PM —
Our Flag Story: 250th American Cel-
ebration. For ages 6-11. Listen to how
an old flag is disposed of properly, see

how to fold it correctly, learn the his-
tory of the American flag, and then
make your own. Registration is re-
quired.

Wednesday, January 21 - 10:15 AM
- Toddler Story Time. 11:00 AM -
Preschool Story Time. Come in for an
enjoyable hour filled with Ice stories,
exciting sing-alongs, finger plays, and
a craft.

Thursday, January 22 - 10:30 AM
- Grandparent Story Time. For ages
0-6. Come hear a grandparent read a
few stories, nursery rhymes, and do a
craft. Registration is required.

CLUES ACROSS
1. Paddles
5. Sunscreen rating
8. Very fast airplane
11. Immune responses
13. “Partner” to feather
14. New England river
15. Longest river in New Guinea
16. Midway between east and southeast
17. Israeli politician
18. Back bones
20. Consumed
21. One you canrely on
22. Dressed up gaudily
25. Representatives
30. Dog breed
31. Pitching statistic
32. Manpower
33. S. Korean entertainer
38. Outsourcing firm
41. Viceroy of Egypt under Turkish rule
43. One who removes antlers from a
flower
45. Potluck dish
48. Discount
49. Airborne (abbr.)
50. Cavalry sword
55. Basics
56. Hollywood director Howard
57. Afflicted in mind or body
59. Horsley and Majors are two
60. Midway between northeast and east
61. Spiritual leader of a Jewish congre-
gation
62. Malaysian isthmus
63. Fall back
64. Cheek

CLUES DOWN
1. Former CIA
2. Baseball's best pitchers
3. __Nui, Easter Island
4. Invests in little enterprises
5. Constant
6. Hobby
7. Aplace to store food
8. Short-tail marten
9. Burn with a hot liquid
10. Left his heart in San Francisco
12. Swedish krona
14. Legendary actor Connery
19. French cleric
23. Former measure of length for textiles
24. Opaque glassy substance
25. Residue of burned item
26. A place to unwind
27. Japanese honorific
28. Terminus
29. Fails to make a shot
34. Journalist Tarbell
35. College hoops tournament
36. Monetary unit of Macao
37. Of she
39. Spoke ill of
40. Elements
41. Kilocalorie (abbr.)
42. Shades
44. Poem of fourteen lines
45, Pole used in Scottish sport
46. Hollyhocks genus
47. Street name for marijuana
48. Polio vaccine developer
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. Actor Idris
54. Confederate soldiers
58. Criticize




Page 14 + https:/wfcreport.com ¢ Warren/Frederick County Report ¢ Early January, 2026

Friday, January 23 - 3:00 PM - He-
roes of the Garden: Wee Ones. For
ages 3-5, with guardian. 4:00 PM —
Heroes of the Garden: Green Thumbs.
For ages 6-11. Come hear stories
about the heroes of the garden. Are
they working in the winter? How do
they help? Don't worry parents - no
live worms or insects to take home!
Registration is required.

Saturday, January 24 - 11:00 AM —
Squirrel Appreciation Day! For ages
5-10. Come listen to a sto-- Squir-
rel! Sorry. Come hear a story about
squirrels, do some crafts, and go on a
hike at Shenandoah River State Park
to find squirrels and their nests. Reg-
istration is required. 2:30 PM — Press
Play. For ages 12-18. Come enjoy an
afternoon of playing Nintendo video
games. Registration is required.

Monday, January 26 - 10:15 AM -
Music & Movement for Babies (ages
0-23 months). 11:15 AM — Music &
Movement for Toddlers & Preschool-
ers (ages 2-5). Join our fun and joyful
time with your little ones as we listen
to music while learning some basic
movements and multisensory activi-
ties designed to delight your baby or
toddler. Registration is required.

Tuesday, January 27 - 10:30 AM
— Snowball Launcher: Homeschool
Hub. For ages 6-11. Learn about po-
tential and kinetic energy as we design
and test a snowball launcher. Registra-
tion is required.

Wednesday, January 28 - 10:15AM
- Toddler Story Time. 11:00AM -
Read with the Sheriff: Preschool Story
Time. Come in for an enjoyable hour
filled with Hibernation stories, excit-
ing sing-alongs, finger plays, and a
craft.

Thursday, January 29 - 10:30 AM
- Grandparent Story Time. For ages
0-6. Come hear a grandparent read a
few stories, nursery rhymes, and do a
craft. Registration is required.

Crash Involving School Bus in
Rappahannock County

Virginia State Police is investigating
a two-vehicle crash involving a War-
ren County school bus that occurred
at approximately 9:10 a.m. this morn-
ing (Dec. 15, 2025) on Route 522 in
Rappahannock County.

A 1994 Ford F-150 was travelling on
Route 522 when it was unable to avoid
the school bus, which had pulled out
from a stop sign at Chester Gap Road
onto Route 522. The bus was trans-
porting 10 elementary school age stu-
dents at the time.

Eight students were transported to
an area hospital with minor injuries,
and most have since been released to
their parents. The two others were
released to their parents at the crash
scene.

The driver of the Ford F-150 suf-
fered minor injuries and was trans-
ported to an area hospital.

The driver of the school bus, Wil-
liam Payne, Jr., 66, of Front Royal, Va.,
suffered minor injuries and was trans-
ported to an area hospital. Payne has
been charged with failure to yield.

The crash remains under investiga-
tion.

State expands nursing home
oversight, launches public
complaint portal

Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin says
the state has made meaningful prog-
ress tightening oversight of nursing
homes just four months after issuing
an executive order aimed at fixing
long-standing staffing shortages, slow
inspections, and limited transparency.

The changes stem from Executive
Order 52, signed in August, which
directed the Virginia Department
of Health (VDH) to strengthen how
nursing homes are monitored and reg-
ulated across the Commonwealth. The
order came amid growing concerns—
both nationally and in Virginia—about
staffing shortfalls, inspection back-
logs, and the quality of care in long-
term care facilities.

State officials say the most imme-
diate improvement has been staffing.
Since August, the Office of Licensure
and Certification (OLC), which over-
sees nursing homes, has received more
than 2,000 job applications and hired
13 long-term care medical facility in-
spectors. That hiring push reduced
vacancy rates for those positions from
more than 40 percent to just 9 percent,
a change officials say should lead to
more frequent inspections and faster
responses to complaints.

Leadership gaps were also ad-
dressed. The agency filled senior man-
agement roles within OLC and its
long-term care division, added super-
visors, and expanded staffing in other
inspection areas, including acute care
facilities. A new Northern Virginia
regional office was also created to re-
duce travel time for inspectors and
improve recruitment and retention in
one of the state’s most competitive la-
bor markets.

Beyond staffing, the state has be-
gun modernizing how complaints
are handled. In mid-December, VDH
launched an online public complaint
portal that allows residents, families,
and nursing home staff to submit con-
cerns digitally. Previously, complaints
were largely handled by fax or email.
The new system automatically gener-
ates a tracking number, giving com-
plainants a way to follow up and refer-
ence their reports.

State officials say the portal is de-
signed to make the process more ac-
cessible and transparent, while still al-
lowing complaints to be submitted by
phone, mail, or in person.

Transparency was also expanded
through changes to the agency’s web-
site, which now prominently links to
federal nursing home data showing
inspection histories, survey results,
and performance ratings for facilities
across Virginia. That information was
previously available but not easily ac-
cessible from state resources.

Youngkin framed the effort as one
focused on restoring public confi-
dence. “Every Virginian deserves con-
fidence that their loved ones in nurs-

ing homes are safe, respected, and
receiving the care they deserve,” he
said, pointing to faster inspections and
clearer accountability as key goals.

Health officials emphasized that the
reforms are ultimately about residents,
many of whom cannot advocate for
themselves. Karen Shelton, Virginia’s
health commissioner, noted that nurs-
ing home residents are often parents,
spouses, or siblings, underscoring the
stakes of proper oversight.

An advisory board created as part
of the executive order has also begun
meeting regularly. The group—made
up of providers, physicians, advocates,
and other stakeholders—has discussed
inspection practices, value-based care
models, and policy changes aimed at
improving quality and resident-cen-
tered care.

Virginia’s Office of Licensure and
Certification oversees nearly 300 nurs-
ing homes statewide, covering close to
33,000 beds. In addition to nursing
homes, the office regulates hospitals,
hospice providers, home care agen-
cies, and the state’s Certificate of Pub-
lic Need program.

While officials say the early results
are encouraging, many of the re-
forms—particularly those tied to qual-
ity outcomes—will take longer to mea-
sure. For now, state leaders argue that
rebuilding staffing capacity and mod-
ernizing basic systems were necessary
first steps toward a more responsive
and accountable nursing home over-
sight system.

Winchester Economic Development
Authority partnering with Laurel
Ridge to bolster area workforce
programs

Laurel Ridge Community Col-
lege Workforce Solutions is excited
to partner with the Winchester Eco-
nomic Development Authority on an
initiative that will provide $100,000 in
scholarship funding for city residents
enrolled in FastForward credential
classes.

Virginia ~ Workforce  Credential
Grant funding had been covering
two-thirds of the cost of funding for
eligible students taking FastForward
credential programs — which include
CDL, CompTIA, Electrical, Heavy
Equipment Operator, HVAC, Mecha-
tronics, Medical Assistant, Pharmacy
Technician, Phlebotomy Technician,
Plumbing and Welding — but the high
demand for the programs has meant
the funding was dwindling. Enroll-
ment in FastForward programs is up
more than 25 percent from last year,
and Workforce Solutions has also re-
cently launched Fiber Installer Tech-
nician and Power Line Worker pro-
grams, further straining FastForward
grant funds.

Thanks to the city EDA’s gift, not
only will up to 25 more students from
Winchester receive financial assis-
tance to be trained in high-demand
fields, but area employers will be able
to meet crucial workforce needs.

“We are thrilled with the Win-
chester EDA’s strategic decision to

invest these scholarship funds in their
citizens for the purposes of develop-
ing their workforce skills while also
addressing the needs of local indus-
try and supporting local economic
development efforts in the City of
Winchester,” said Workforce Solutions
Vice President Jeanian Clark. “They
are a wonderful partner to work with,
and we are grateful for their vision and
confidence in these programs.”

Winchester EDA is proud to part-
ner with Laurel Ridge Workforce
Solutions in supporting workforce
development in the city, said EDA Ex-
ecutive Director Jeff Buettner.

“By investing in workforce creden-
tials and career training, we are help-
ing residents gain the skills needed for
in-demand jobs while strengthening
the city’s economic future;” he said.

To learn more about FastForward
programs, visit laurelridgeworkforce.
com/fastforward, or call Workforce
Solutions at 540-868-7021.

First class of Power Line Workers
graduates from Laurel Ridge
Community College

Laurel Ridge Community College
celebrated the first graduates of its new
Power Line Worker Program on Fri-
day morning. Ten students graduated
from the pre-apprenticeship course,
the only one in the state north of Rich-
mond. They all earned credentials
in the following areas: Commercial

Driver’s License, Heavy Equipment
Operator, Power Industry Fundamen-
tals, Power Line Worker Level 1, Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation
Work Zone Flagger — Intermediate,
OSHA 10 and First Aid/CPR.

“Developing this program has truly
been a partnership — one that proves
when businesses and colleges work
together we can quickly stand up in-
demand programs that help students
earn family-sustaining wages,” Laurel
Ridge President Kim Blosser told the
graduates and their families. “We also
wouldn’t have been able to get to this
graduation today without the help of
our community college colleagues,
Southside and Wytheville”

For the final 3% weeks of the 14-
week program, students stayed near
Southside Community College, which
has a pole-climbing facility. Dominion
and Rappahannock Electric Coopera-
tive sponsored their housing costs.

Laurel Ridge has recently erected
a pole yard, and a facility that will al-
low the college to host the Power Line
Worker program from start to finish
is expected to be ready within about a
year, said Dr. Blosser.

Laurel Ridge Workforce Solutions
originally planned to launch the Power
Line Worker program in January 2027,
said program manager AnnaJane
Whitacre. However, the Northwestern
Virginia Power & Energy Consortium
— focused on developing workforce
training programs for the energy in-
dustry and made up of the college,
Dominion Energy Virginia, Shenando-

NEW: TRIVIA & Music Bingo every Wednesday 6-9pm

- MUSIC
/ BINGO*
.. . & TRIVIA

20 South Street Front Royal « 540-683-1695 « svaxeco.com
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ah Valley Electric Cooperative, Altec,
MasTec, NextEra Energy, NOVEC,
Pike Electric, Rappahannock Electric
Cooperative, River City Construction
and Town of Front Royal Energy Ser-
vices — asked for the program to be
ready sooner, leading the first classes
to begin in mid-September.

Jimmy Powers, an instructor on loan
from Wytheville Community College,
said he witnessed the students im-
prove greatly during the course.

“To watch these guys — to start off
and go up the pole just a little ways and
to actually see some of their legs shak-
ing and knees knocking at the begin-
ning, and then to watch them the last
day when they let all the line out and
leaned all the way out — that’s success,’
he said. “They have a skill now that not
everybody in this room has. That’s all
because of the people who are here
at Laurel Ridge and the passion they
have. You're all going to make some
good money, like you're supposed to.
Thank you for allowing me to have the
privilege to be able to come here and
teach these young men”

The average starting salary for a
Power Line Worker is $70,000, with
numerous overtime opportunities, ac-
cording to Whitacre.

2025 Liberty High School graduate
Bryan Del Cid enrolled in the program
after Lisa Heiser, a FastForward career
coach for Workforce Solutions, visited
his school and talked about the course.

“It sounded like a really good oppor-
tunity,” he said. “I thought the classes
were really good. It was organized and
everybody was right on track. Every-
thing was clicking”

Graduate Dillian Adams is a 2017
James Wood High School graduate.

“I loved it, it was very helpful with
all the instructors,” he said. “I took the
course to get a career started. I've al-
ready got a couple people I've recom-
mended it to”

All of the students had interviews
earlier this month with representa-
tives from Dominion, NOVEC and

Seasons are changing! Perfect time to get your cat
and dog spayed and neutered! Spay Today is our

area’s non-profit, reduced-priced spay and neuter
program. CHOOSE from MANY vets over a WIDE area!
At the time of surgery, initial shots and tests can also

River City Construction, Whitacre
said, and some have had additional in-
terviews with other power companies.

Shenandoah Valley Electric Co-
operative President and CEO Greg
Rogers said he was impressed with
how quickly Laurel Ridge was able to
launch the program. He said safety
and career longevity are important to
him.

“I think we all want that,” added
Mark DeChristopher, system con-
struction manager at NOVEC. “We
want to find the kids who want to be in
this industry, not trying it out. When
it’s 11 degrees outside and it’s snowing
and you're getting called out, you've
got to be the right person.”

Rogers said he was happy to have a
Power Line Worker training program
so close by now.

“These guys have now become life-
long learners through this process,” he
said. “They will never stop.”

The Power Line Worker program
qualifies for both FastForward and G3
funding. There will be an information
session on Feb. 26, with the next class
starting in mid-April. To learn more,
visit laurelridgeworkforce.com/pow-
erline.

Box Tree Moth Quarantine for
Clarke and Frederick Counties and
City of Winchester

Quarantine restricts movement of
boxwood plants in effort to slow the
spread of invasive pest

The Virginia Department of Ag-
riculture and Consumer Services
(VDACS) announces the establish-
ment of a Box Tree Moth Quarantine
for Clarke and Frederick counties and
the city of Winchester.

Box tree moth (BTM) is an invasive
insect pest that can significantly dam-
age and potentially kill boxwood (Bux-
us species) plants if left unchecked.
The caterpillars are ravenous feeders,

and heavy infestations can completely
defoliate host plants. BTM is native
to East Asia and has become a pest in
Europe where boxwood is native. The
invasive pest was first found in the
United States in New York in 2021.

VDACS inspectors initially de-
tected BTM at multiple sites in Clarke
and Frederick counties and the city of
Winchester in July and August 2025.
VDACS staft treated all sites where
the invasive pest was found during the
summer and fall of 2025. Subsequent
surveys carried out by the agency
indicate that BTM has spread to ad-
ditional locations and has become
established in Clarke and Frederick
counties and city of Winchester.

The Box Tree Moth Quarantine is
being established to slow the rate at
which the invasive insect moves from
infested areas. The quarantine re-
stricts the movement of all boxwood
plants, Buxus species, from moving
out of the quarantined area, unless a
business or individual first obtains a
permit or compliance agreement from
VDACS. The compliance agreement
will allow businesses to self-certify
boxwood plants and require busi-
nesses to inspect boxwood plants for
BTM, set and monitor traps, treat
regularly during active periods, and
notify recipients when boxwood ship-
ments have been distributed outside
of the quarantined areas. VDACS
will issue the permits and compliance
agreements at no charge to the busi-
ness or individual.

To obtain a compliance agreement
or permit for the movement of box-
wood plants out of the quarantined
area, please contact the VDACS Office
of Plant Industry Services at compli-
anceagreements@vdacs.virginia.gov
or by calling 804.786.3515.

Early detection and rapid response
are vital for the management of any
newly introduced plant pest. VDACS
encourages property owners and
the general public to report any sus-
pected damage to boxwood plants on

New
Beginnings
Community

Greetings

540-635-8660

Computers aren't just for work.

their property by using the agency’s
Invasive Species Reporting Tool. For
resources on how to identify BTM
damage or life stages, please visit
www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/content/dam/
pubs_ext_vt_edu/ENTO/ENTO-445/
ENTO-445.pdf.

For more information on BTM,
please visit www.vdacs.virginia.gov/
plant-industry-services.shtml or
www.aphis.usda.gov/plant-pests-dis-
eases/box-tree-moth or contact the
VDACS Office of Plant Industry Ser-
vices at 804.786.3515.

VDOT Schedules January 14 Public
Hearing in Front Royal for South
Street Improvements

STAUNTON - The Virginia De-
partment of Transportation will hold
a public hearing concerning improve-
ments to South Street in the Town of
Front Royal. The open-house meeting
will take place between 4 p.m. and 6
p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 14, at Samu-
els Public Library, 330 E. Criser Rd.,
Front Royal, VA 22630.

Citizens can come in during the
meeting hours and discuss the project
on a one-on-one basis with VDOT
officials and designers. Written com-
ments can be submitted at the meet-
ing or within 10 days after the meet-
ing date to Cameron Murie, Project
Manager, Virginia Department of
Transportation, 811 Commerce Road,
Staunton, VA 24401-9029. Oral com-
ments can be recorded at the meeting
with the assistance of a court reporter.

In the event of inclement weath-
er, the public hearing will be held
Wednesday, Jan. 28, at the same time
and location.

This project is designed to improve
safety along South Street between
the intersections with Hill Street and
Commerce Avenue / Remount Road
(Route 522). This stretch of road has
many businesses and considerable
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pedestrian, light-vehicle and heavy-
vehicle traffic.

Proposed improvements include
the addition of crosswalks at sev-
eral locations along and across South
Street, upgrading existing traffic sig-
nals, and adding raised medians that
can be utilized as pedestrian refuge
areas. These improvements will en-
hance safety by reducing vehicle-pe-
destrian and vehicle-vehicle conflicts.

In 2023 South Street had an aver-
age traffic count of 14,137 vehicles
per day. By the design year of 2050 the
estimated daily traffic volume will be
16,100 vehicles per day.

The total estimated cost of this
project is $4 million, which includes
$482,000 for preliminary engineering,
$561,000 for right of way acquisition
and utility relocation, and $3 million
for construction.

This project was selected for fund-
ing under the SMART SCALE process
for prioritizing transportation proj-
ects. Additional information about
the improvements is available on the
VDOT project page.

The VDOT Customer Service Cen-
ter operates 24/7 to help roadway
users report potential hazards, make
service requests or get information
related to Virginia’s transportation
network. Use its mobile friendly web-
site or call 800-367-7623.

Email:
news@warrencountyreport.com

No more cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is backed by a
no-clog guarantee and
lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-877-
636-7566 to schedule
a FREE inspection and
no obligation estimate.
Get 15% off your entire
order. Plus, Military &
Seniors get an additional
10% off. Limited time
only. Restrictions apply,
see representative for
warranty and offer details.
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Warren/Frederick County Report
Newspaper is currently seeking
a motivated commission-based
advertising sales representative.
Set your own hours.
Call/Text Dan 540-305-3000.
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Marlow Motors New & Used Cars

DISCOVER THE MARLOW DIFFERENCE | OUR COMMITMENT To TRANSPARENT PRICING | No HIDDEN FEES & No SURPRISES

2019 Jeep Cherokee

$16, 700

9J1973PA 1J0757PB

2016 Jeep Renegade

6J2784PA

$8,900

2016 Jeep Cherokee

$15,700

2018 Jeep Grand Cherokee

$16 700

8J2617PA

2022 Toyota Tacoma

$25,900

2T4604PA 3D9534PA

2023 Dodge Charger

2021 Mazda CX-5

2J1824PB

$24,900

$19,900

2019 Jeep Renegade

$13,700

9J8631PA

All Used Vehicle Sale Prices are plus tax, tags & $889 processing fee. Not valid with any other offer & does not apply to prior purchase. Any accessories added by the dealer are additional. All vehicles
are subject to prior sale & while supplies last. Subject to change without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Please call to verify your applicable pricing.

Weekdays until 10pm ¢ No appointment needed ’y
FREE pick up & delivery service * All makes & all models !Iar ow|:

TIRE & ALIGNMENT PACKAGE

S199¢w

Rotate, balance & align for a smoother fall ride.
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Weekdays until 10pm ¢ No appointment needed

FREE pick up & delivery service ¢ All makes & all models !Iar ow |

BATTERY CHECK & SAVE

FREE Test

+ $10 OFF
Replacement
Stay charged as temps drop
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Weekdays until 10pm ¢ No appointment needed
FREE pick up & delivery service ¢ All makes & all models
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GET 3
0il Change & Tire Rotation Bundle
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Weekdays until 10pm ¢ No appointment needed [ )
FREE pick up & delivery service  All makes & all models !'a"'“"

ROAD-READY FALL PACKAGE

$269.99

Coolant flush, blades, washer fluid, tire pressure,
battery check & alignment check.
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Weekdays until 10pm ¢ No appointment needed [ )
FREE pick up & delivery service ¢ All makes & all models !'a"'“"

FLUID & FUEL SERVICE DEAL

*25 Off

Includes brake, transmission,
coolant power steermg & more.
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Marlow Motors
707 N Commerce Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-4158 » marlowmotor.com

NOW HIRING Service Technicians: Paid Training * Sign-On Bonus ¢ Flexible Schedule * Tool Reimbursement




