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“The Road That Made America”

Author James Dodson takes a modern pilgrim’s journey on the “Great Wagon Road”

inating as the Great
xm:.'-"e l’m-:1 d:fe 'theol:l:qnois gcenturies before,
the path was frequently used by the Iroquois
before being ceded to the whites in 1744 to
‘become one of the most heavily traveled roads
in all Colonial America. ;

Franklin County Bicentennial 1786-1986

‘DEPARTMENT OF COMSERVATION AND HISTORIC RESOURCES, 1887

The Virginia state Carolina Road Historic Marker on the Great Wagon Road

is on the route which passed through present-day Franklin County, Vir-
ginia. CC BY-SA 3.0 Courtesy Marmaduke Percy - Own work

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

ing a journey hopefully, intrepidly, and
bravely working toward the promise of
an unknown, but new way of life.

“More than 100,000 settlers who
took the ‘Great Waggon Road, as it
was called, were on the primary road
of frontier America: a mass migration
route that stretched more than 800
miles from Philadelphia to Augusta,
Georgia and made by those who would
become the foundational generations
of the world’s first true immigrant na-
tion,” according to historians.

Author James Dodson’s newly
(three weeks old) released book “The
Road That Made America - A modern
pilgrim’s journey on the Great Wagon
Road, includes facts and information

Imagine several centuries ago, fac-

Warren/Frederick County Report
P.O. Box 500
Front Royal, VA 22630
https://wfcreport.com/
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Daniel P. McDermott
editor@warrencountyreport.com

Advertising Sales Manager:
Alison Duvall: (540) 551-2072
alisond@warrencountyreport.com

General Counsel: Georgia Rossiter
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from the stories of many of these.

“Drawing on years of fieldwork and
scholarship by an army of archeolo-
gists, academics, archivists, preserva-
tionists, and passionate history lovers,
James Dodson sets out to follow the
road’s original path ...On his journey,
he crosses six contiguous states and
some of the most historic and hal-
lowed landscapes of eastern America,
touching many of the nation’s most sa-
cred battlefields and burying grounds”
states the book’s overview.

But he found many of their descen-
dants and other present-day charac-
ters along the way and came to an en-
lightening realization after talking to
the amazing number of people he met.

“The real story are the people who
are the keepers of the story of the
Great Wagon Road,” he said in a recent
phone interview.

His ancestors on both sides traveled
the Great Wagon Road to Maryland
and North Carolina, which gave him a
personal stake in uncovering the road’s
legacy, and he took the opportunity to
weave his family’s stories into the nar-
rative.

In one story he credits his veteran
newspaperman father’s influence in
lighting the spark that brought this
book to fruition.

“My father’s enthusiasm for outdoor
life was rivaled only by his passion for
American history,” he began.

“How can you possibly know where
you're going if you never learn where
you came from?” his father asked
James and his brother Dick.

Family vacations and camping trips
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The map of The Great Valley Road used by settlers in the 1700s America
shows its starting point in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania then to Roanoke,
Virginia, splitting, with one fork leading to Knoxville, Tennessee, and the
other to Augusta, Georgia. Public Domain CCO

had always involved some form of in-

vestigation of local history or folklore.

Class starts Sept. 6, 2025

> Online & Hands-on Classes <
Hands-on Classes run Saturdays
Sept. 6 through Oct. 18, 2025
Online Classes at your convenience

Class Fee: $30
Tuition assistance is available

Learn How To:

* Plant A Tree

* Prune

* Care For Your Trees

* [dentify Your Trees

* Deal With Invasive Trees
* And Much More!

For more information and to register go to our webpage:
treesfrontroyal.org OR scan QR code
Email us at: treesfrontroyal@gmail.com
And be sure to like us on Facebook:
Front Royal Warren County Tree Stewards

Front Royal/Warren County

TREE STEWARDS




Late July, 2025  Warren/Frederick County Report ° https:/wfcreport.com ¢ Page 3

Warren County resident, The Reverend Larry Johnson, a.k.a. “Liberty
Man,” is featured in the book and is described by Dod as “Dr din
the green woodland hunting frock and tricorn hat of a southern colonial
militia man.”

Settlers made their way down the Great Road in these Conestoga wagons.
The painting is found in the State Museum of Pennsylvania by Newbold
Hough Trotter (1827-1898). Photo by Ad Meskens-Own work- Public Do-

and you can go find it yourself”

“To this day I have no idea whether
he was joking or planting a seed in my
head. Whichever it was, I never for-
got..” Dodson recalled.

Later, Dodson’s wife Wendy, would
add her thoughts to the idea by say-
ing, “I do believe I hear that old wagon
road calling your name”

The subsequent journey and writing
were completed over six years later.

“I thought it would only take three
weeks to go 800 miles and realized in
the first three weeks that there was a
lot more to do,” he observed.

“This book does not purport to be
a definitive history of the Great Wag-
on Road, rather a portrait of the old
road as seen through the eyes of the
remarkable people keeping its rich
legacy and stories alive. I call them the
flame keepers of the road that made
America”

Dodson says he believes Virginia
is the heart of the great Road (even
though some Pennsylvanians would
dispute that!) After starting off in
Philadelphia encountering Rick Bra-
vo, a Ben Franklin “interpreter,; and
other fascinating folks, he makes his
way south. And when asked to high-

light some of the events on his jour-
ney, Dodson acknowledged that he
especially likes York history (to learn
more about this, read the book!) but
since this article is in one of the local
Shenandoah Valley newspapers, the
focus is on local folks who have made
history and still are doing so.

He said he especially enjoyed the
part of the journey from Winchester
to Roanoke. Of particular interest to
local folks will be his experiences in
Winchester, and again, so much more
information is covered in the book!

He talked about meeting local “Lib-
erty Man,” Reverend Larry Johnson at
Winchester’s Museum of the Shenan-
doah.

The following is the quote from the
book describing this scene.

“It was very surprising to see a man
who looked like he stepped out of the
Revolutionary War times!” he said. “As
I approach, he (Reverend Larry Wil-
son Johnson, an 80-year-old resident
of the nearby Warren County and re-
tired Bishop of the Anglican Church)
remains as still as a statue, evidently
lost in thought, and I say, “You look
like a fellow waiting for the Revolution
to begin”

He glances up with a half-smile and
says, “I hear that quite often, friend”

Then Johnson explains he is waiting
to meet a school group set to arrive
for one of his presentations and says,

See HISTORY, 4

Thinking of selling? Want to know what your home is worth?

Contact Us!! We offer a ‘no obligation’ market analysis for You!

540-671-0020

540-671-5850

SANDRA STRICKLER

DBA: SANDRA BROOKMAN REALTOR ©

With 24+ years of experience, you can’t go wrong!! .

RE/MAX

tsvsells@gmail.com

CRYSTAL ELLIOTT

realtorcrystalelliott@gmail.com

nandoah Valley, Your BEST Move Ye
235 South Street « Front Royal, VA 22630

o Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

COMPLETE CARPET CARE ise.

“Civilization has a way of covering
up the past, leaving nature to reclaim
whatever is no longer of use. I'm sure
you could find traces of that old road if
you knew where to look and took the
time to seek it

As we climbed back up the bank, I
asked if we could someday go search-
ing for the Great Wagon Road. My fa-
ther smiled.

“How about this, sport. Someday I'll
give you the keys to the Roadmaster

:Z>0VLOL/10€ )S
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Say, "Welcome back Teachers'
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HISTORY, from 3

“I tell the story of “Liberty Man” Abel
Johnson, who was my fourth great
grandfather and a true American pa-
triot during the American Revolution”

Continuing with the narrative, Dod-
son says, “Over the next 20 minutes
the story he spins is the kind of lovely
surprise I'm beginning to realize is
commonplace along the Great Wagon
Road. Best of all it involves my own
home state of North Carolina. What
results is a short history of Johnson’s
forefather Abel Johnson as the militia
horseman fighting in several key en-
gagements across the Cape Fear region
and southern theater under the com-
mand of general Nathaniel Greene and
Daniel Morgan”

When Dodson noted that they
followed the Great Wagon Road to

Guildford courthouse Liberty Man
looks surprised and asked him about
his interest in the Road. Then they re-
alized that part of his family also came
down to North Carolina.

Dodson is from Greensboro, North
Carolina and Reverend Johnson has
roots not far from there.

“We're both Tarheels!” Johnson said
recently

Johnson told how he became Abel
Johnston and created a program about
the history of the Revolutionary War
and our fight for freedom.

“Quite frankly I had no idea if any-
one today would even be interested, he
said. “I just knew it was something I
had to do and fortunately it caught on”

Johnson says he believes young and
old audiences are so drawn to Liberty
Man because his is a timeless story

ROUTE I

540-305-3000

Upcoming events with Dan McDermott

Fri. July 25, 2025 (7:30-11:30pm) Music Bingo/Karaoke-New Market Eagles*
Sat. July 26, 2025 (7:00-10:30pm) Karaoke/Music Bingo-Woodstock Moose*

Mon. July 28, 2025 (6pm) Kids Karaoke at Warren County Fair
warrencountyfair.com

Wed. July 30, 2025 (7pm) Warren County Fair Karaoke Contest
warrencountyfair.com

Sat. Aug 2, 2025 (6-10pm) Music Bingo & Karaoke at Shenandoah Valley Axe
Throwing Company OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. Front Royal

Wed. Aug 6, 2025 (6-9pm) Trivia & Music Bingo at Shenandoah Valley Axe
Throwing Company OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. Front Royal, VA

Thurs. Aug 7, 2025 (6:30-8:30pm) Music Bingo at Winchester, Va. Elks*

Sat. Aug 9, 2025 (6-10pm) Music Bingo & Karaoke at Shenandoah Valley Axe
Throwing Company OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. Front Royal

Wed. Aug 13, 2025 (6-9pm) Trivia & Music Bingo at Shenandoah Valley Axe
Throwing Company OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. Front Royal, VA

Thurs. Aug 14, 2025 (6-8pm) Karaoke & Music Bingo at Good Lions Lodge* -
413-H South Street (Royal Plaza across from Fitness Evolution) thegoodlions.org

Sat. Aug 16, 2025 (6-10pm) Music Bingo & Karaoke at Shenandoah Valley
Axe Throwing Company OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. Front Royal

Wed. Aug 20, 2025 (6-9pm) Trivia & Music Bingo at Shenandoah Valley Axe
Throwing Company OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. Front Royal, VA

*Private clubs open to members and properly invited guests

route11dj.com

Limited dates remain, Book your event now: dan@route1dj.com

and one that every American can re-
late to one way or another.

“Each of us wants to know where
we came from. In our earliest days
America was a rootless society, al-
ways on the move and the very reason
for the Wagon Road you're traveling!
He continued. “Human beings need
roots to achieve a true sense of their
identity, and I think there is a yearning
for that identity among all Americans
these days. The world is so unsettled,
and this country is so bitterly divided,
I think my presentations simply edu-
cate and maybe even inspire tolerance
in folks once they know that most of
us came from someplace else to find
new life and liberty in the American
wilderness”

In the 1800s, Dodson’s ancestors
came from Virginia down to North
Carolina, and when he was told as a
teen some of the history, learning that
many were from England, Scotland
and Germany, he was taken by sur-
prise

“My father thought knowing our
heritage was very important, which
is really the story of America,” he re-

members.

He also said that after writing the
book, he has been speaking and sign-
ing books on four sellout evenings
about his book full of people who have
so many of these ancestors.

With the memories of his father’s
attitude of keeping history alive, at
the same time, he included them in
then-present-day events. He took his
sons to witness on day two the famous
“sit in” by the four African American
students from North Carolina A&T

University who attempted to non-
violently integrate the Whites Only
Woolworth’s lunch counter in Greens-
boro on February 2, 1960.

“This would become broadly cited
as a defining moment in the birth of
the nonviolent Civil Rights Movement
in America and was my seventh birth-
day,” said Dodson.

This thread of consciousness ran
through his pilgrimage.

At Belle Grove Historic Plantation
in Middletown, Virginia, he spoke

Y

“We Give Your Pets the Love,
Care & Respect they Deserve”

$18 Nail Trim ¢ Call for Appointment
Tues.-Sat. 8-4 (Lobby closed 11am-12 noon for lunch)

— 540-622-8085 —

www.ShearElegancePetBoutique.com 9

918 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal, Va.

RAPPAHANNOCK
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

YOU HAVE THE POWER
TO STOP HIM.

VIEW ENERGY

NOW

WO TR YT

SAVING TIPS
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to Executive Director and historian
Kristen Laise about its history and the
Cedar Creek Battleground, then heard
the story of the enslaved “Trail of
Tears,” a story that never made it into
history books.

Laise told them about her encoun-
ter with the author Edward Ball who
wrote the book Slaves in the Family,
and where this story was told in detail.

Dodson continues saying that,

“With a little bit more research from
a historian Laise discovered that his-
toric US Hwy11 which runs right past
Belle Grove property was obviously on
the route of that “Trail of Tears”

He writes, “It was a 1,000-mile-long
river of people reaching from Virginia
to Louisiana during the 50 years be-
fore the Civil War, with about a million
enslaved people [who were] moved
from the upper South-Virginia Mary-

Aletha Craig

ASSOCIATE BROKER

alethacraig@gmail.com

Call me Direct
540-671-0466

SAMSON PROPERTIES

912 Hometown Way | Front Royal, Va | 540-252-0046

land and Kentucky-to the Deep South
Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama”

“Ball’s story recounts “men shack-
led to each other, followed by women
and children who trekked through the
heat and the dangers of this southern
wilderness from the depleted Tobacco
States to the Cotton States, a commer-
cial boom fueled by the invention of
the cotton gin and rise of “King Cot-
ton.”

Dodson said that Ball pointed out to
Kristen that the prominent American
historians knew about the infamous
cof-fle trains (definition: Cof-fle: a line
of animals or enslaved people fastened
or driven along together) but owing to
the scarcity of details, never attempted
to write this story of slavery, so it nev-
er reached the pages of mainstream
American history.

“A powerful line near the end of his
stunning odyssey lodged itself perma-
nently in my Southern head: “The past
cannot be unremembered,” Dodson
recalled.

Dodson later remarked in the inter-

World

This beach in the U.S.
Virgin Islands was
ranked #1 on the list
of the “World’s 50
Best Beaches.”

Aog junij :1lemsuy
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1984: The summer
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in Los Angeles.
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Beach umbrellas are handy to
have while enjoying the beach.
They provide shade that can
protect people

A . from the harsh
rays of the sun.

Get the KSR
PICTURE?
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the bigger picture is?

ysiinis liamsuy

view that “Virginia is now in the fore-
front of opening enslaved history”

Also, not to be forgotten, accord-
ing to historical research, long be-
fore white men arrived on the North
American continent powerful indige-
nous tribes occupied the Shenandoah
Valley called The Great Warriors Path
following trails created by migrating
buffalo herds.

Dodson concluded with this mes-
sage.

“Even though only about one-third
of the voices, historians as well as ordi-
nary people, wound up in the account
those who didn’t make it onto the page
will live forever in the memory and

field notes of this grateful traveler.
Thanks to them what began simply as
the fulfillment of a boyhood ambition
became something far more personal
in nature-A pilgrimage in a quest of
upheld historical memory and identity
that deepened my own understanding
of how the past still shapes our lives
today”

The Road That Made America: A
Modern Pilgrim’s Journey on the Great
Wagon Road, can be found on Ama-
zon, Barnes and Noble bookstores and
is published by Simon and Schuster.

Visit
WarrenCountyVa.com

i

CLUES ACROSS
1. Popular potato snack
5. Guards the Pyramids
11. Furnish anew
14. Herb
15. Preoccupy the mind continually
18. The lowest adult male singing voice
19. NATO commander (abbr.)
21. Amajor division of geological time
23. New Zealand parrot
24. Notions
28. Lump in yarn
29. Indicates position
30. Lose hold of
32. Hindu honorific
33. Former OSS
35. Electronic data processing
36. Cost per mile
39. Snake-like fish
41. They start the alphabet
42. Taylor Swift's tour
44. Intermediate ecological stage
46. Scarlett's home
47.0fhe
49. Ohio city
52. Breakfast item
56. An evening party
58.__ Falls
60. Linked together
62. Mythological spirits
63. Small Eurasian deer

CLUES DOWN
1. Earliest human form:
2. Flavoring

__-Magnon man

3. Notion

4. Bundy and Fenwick are two
5. Qualities of sound
6. One who gets paid
7. Expresses surprise
8. 0.J. trial judge
9. Pointed ends of pens
10. Shield bugs genus
12. Container for shipping
13. Upper body parts
16. Closes tightly
17. Nigerian World Heritage Site
20. Volcanic island in Fiji
22. Commercial
25.-__: denotes past
26.They __
27. Confraternities
29. Away to gain a point
31. Parts per billion (abbr.)
34. Brew
36. Badgers group
37. Sailing boat
38. __ Polo, explorer
40. Elder citizen (abbr.)
43. Frankish law code
45. Exclamation of surprise
48. Groan
50. It presses clothing
51. Do not allow
53. Gelatinous substance
54. Common Japanese surname
55. Present in nature
57. Electronic countermeasures
58. Last or greatest in an indefinitely
large series
59. Commercials
61. News agency
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INDICTIVIENTS

2025 June Indictments
April term

Roy Allen Cameron II

The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that: on or
about January 15, 2025, in the County
of Warren, Roy Allen Cameron, II, 41,
of the 100 block of Lookout Pt. Way,
Linden, VA 22642, did unlawfully and
feloniously, knowingly, and intention-
ally possess a controlled substance
listed in Schedule I or Schedule II of
the Drug Control Act.

Damien Marquis Demers

about March 15, 2025, in the County
of Warren, Damien Marquis Demers,
25, of the 500 block of Yorktown Place,
Winchester, VA 22601, did unlaw-
fully and feloniously, having received
a visible or audible signal from a law-
enforcement officer to bring his/her
motor vehicle to a stop, drive such mo-
tor vehicle in a willful or wanton dis-
regard of such signal so as to interfere
with or endanger the operation of the
law-enforcement vehicle or endanger
a person, and the speed of the ac-
cused exceeded the maximum allowed
by twenty miles per hour.

The Warren County Va. Circuit Daryl Lee Funkhouser Jr.
Court Grand Jury charges that: on or The Warren County Va. Circuit
NEW Expanded Services!!

o New Brand Name Tires o Oil Changes
o Steering & Suspension Components « Brake Jobs

» Mounting & Balancing o Flat Repairs
o Custom Wheels

o Great Prices!
Closed Sun. & Thurs.

TonysTiresFrontRoyal.com n
Convenient Location Across 7th St. Next to Ramsey's

11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal « 540-551-0922

PRICE DROP l

624,000

Reduced' Gorgeous Cedar Cape Cod in Linden, VA

Well maintained 3-BR, 2-BA Cedar & Stone Cape Cod, nestled on 5 mostly wooded
acres in Mosby Mountain Estates in scenic Linden. Located 2.7 miles up a gravel road in
a subdivision consisting of 5 to 20 acre parcels. Only 3 miles to |-66 (Exit 13) and 5 miles
to Front Royal, Skyline Dr. and Shenandoah National Park. Kitchen has beautiful hickory
cabinets, laminate counters and new appliances w/laundry and 2 car garage access from
kitchen. Vaulted ceiling in the spacious Great room, skylights, fireplace, hardwood floors.
This house is outstanding! 2 BR and 1 full bath on main level. Many many upgrades!
Screened back porch and lovely cover front porch for all your enjoyment! Come see this
wonderful home!
2622 CCCRd .

Linden, VA 22642
VAWR2010692 * $624,000 WR?!LCTI‘O‘HeSrt

Martha Buracker, Weichert Realtors - Licensed in Virginia
824 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal, VA 22630
Cell: 540-671-6349 Office: 540-635-8000
marthaburacker@gmail.com =R

Court Grand Jury charges that: on or
about April 13, 2025, in the County of
Warren, Daryl Lee Funkhouser Jr., 35,
of the 11000 block of Back Rd., Toms
Brook, VA 22660, did unlawfully and
feloniously wound, or by any means
cause bodily injury to, Hunter Pierron,

Pacific Landscapmg LLc

B | |
CaII us for a free quote

= Fence Repairs

= Fence and Deck Staining/Painting

=« Retaining Wall (stone, brick, and
block)

« Concrete Stamps

« Fire Pits

= Paver Patios

= Gardening Services (mulching,
flowerbeds, edging, etc.)

Serving Frederick and surrounding counties

(540) 313-2721

pacificlandlic@gmail.com
We are licensed and insured!

st

Tl e

Elite

Nails & Spa

Beautiful long-
lasting manicures
and acrylics!

Frlendly Staff'

Luxurious pedicures with

full-body massage

477-C South Street
Front Royal

540-551-3157

with the intent to maim, disfigure, dis-
able, or kill.

James Edward Henry

The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that: on or
about December 21, 2024, in the Coun-
ty of Warren, James Edward Henry, 64,
of the 1400 block of Blue Mtn., Rd,,
Front Royal, VA 22630, did unlawfully
and feloniously, willfully and intention-
ally make a material false statement on
a consent form required on a firearm
transaction record as may be required
by federal law in connection with the

purchase of a firearm.

David Mark Hoffman

The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges David Mark
Hoffman, 44, of the 1300 block of
Massanutten Mtn. Dr., Front Royal,
VA 22630, with two counts. COUNT
ONE: In the County of Warren, David
Mark Hoffman did unlawfully and felo-
niously commit an assault or an assault
and battery against J. Gregory and A.
Twyman, knowing or having reason to
know that such persons were law en-
forcement officers engaged in the per-

DENTAL

INsurance

Great coverage for retirees.

Get your FREE
Information Kit

6347-0125

Ask about the Premier Plan -
our most popular option!

1-844-852-6401

Dental50PIlus.com/14

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation.
To find a network provider, go to physiciansmutual.com/find-dentist. This specific offer not available in CO,
NV, NY - call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in your state. Certificate C254/B465, C250A/B438
(ID: C2541D; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P1540K; TN: P154TN).

Douglas Harold, Jr.
Attorney at Law

BANKRUP

No one wants to file for bankruptcy,
but when there is no alternative...l can help.
(Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Only)

Stop Garnishments, Collection Activities and Lawsuits.
(Under Federal Law we are defined as a Debt Relief Agency.
We help people file for Bankruptcy Relief under the Bankruptcy Code)

DIVORGE

35 Years Experience
® Reasonable Fees
douglasharoldjr@yahoo.com

Specializing in Uncontested Divorce e Rapid Service - Quick Results

Serving the Northern Shenandoah Valley
Free Initial Telephone Consultation

» 1114 Fairfax Pike, Ste 10
White Post, VA 22663
(540) 869-0040
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formance of their public duties. Date of
the offenses was on or about Novem-
ber 15, 2024.

Emma Jade Nevaeh Kelley

The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges Emma
Jade Nevaeh Kelley, 19, of the 6000
block of Gospel St., Mt. Jackson, VA,
22842, with three counts. COUNTS
ONE through THREE: In the County
of Warren, Emma Jade Nevaeh Kelley
did unlawfully and feloniously, know-
ingly and intentionally possess con-
trolled substances listed in Schedule
I or Schedule II of the Drug Control
Act. Dates of the offenses were on or
before November 4, 2024, January 20
and April 25, 2025.

Ronnie Lee Kennedy

The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that: on or
about January 20, 2025, in the County
of Warren, Ronnie Lee Kennedy, 47,
of the 6600 block of Winchester Rd.,
Front Royal, VA 22630, did unlawfully
and feloniously while being a prisoner
in a state, local or community cor-

rectional facility or in the custody of
an employee thereof, willfully tamper
with, damage, destroy, or disable a fire
protection or fire suppression system,
equipment or sprinklers within a cor-
rectional facility.

Christopher James Leypoldt Jr.

On or about March 26, 2025, in
the County of Warren, Christopher
James Leypoldt Jr., 20, of the 300 block
of Front St., Front Royal, VA 22630,
did unlawfully and feloniously, while
being a parent of, guardian for, or per-
son responsible for the care of a child
then under the age of eighteen years,
commit a willful act or omission in the
care of said child which was so gross,
wanton, and culpable as to show a
reckless disregard for human life.

Jessee William McGhee

The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges Jessee Wil-
liam McGhee, age and address un-
available, with two counts. COUNT
ONE: In the County of Warren, Jessee
William McGhee did unlawfully and
feloniously, knowingly and intention-
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Warren County Fair

July 28th-August 2nd, 2025

Visit warrencountyfair.com
for full schedule of events

"No place like fair, click your

boots & be there"

F * Assisted Living
* Advanced Care
RINGS Memory Care
SENIOR LIVING

Oﬁermg Somethmg DIFFERENT in Senior Living

- 540-636-2008

973 Buck Mountain Road
Bentonville, VA 22610

! www.hiddenspringsseniorliving.com

ally possess a controlled substance
listed in Schedule I or Schedule II of
the Drug Control Act. COUNT TWO:
did, while being a prisoner in a state,
local, or community correctional facil-
ity or in the custody of an employee
thereof, did unlawfully and feloniously
possess a chemical compound which
the accused had not lawfully received.
Date of the offenses was on or about
December 13, 2024.

Jose Melara Alvarado

The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that: on or
about March 5, 2025, in the County
of Warren, Jose Melara Alvarado, age
and address unavailable, did unlawful-
ly and feloniously did drive a motor ve-
hicle, or any self-propelled machinery

or equipment, in such a manner as to
B Building, Remodeling
& Handyman Service

Replacement Windows - Power Washing &
Decks & Porches - Roof Repair - Addmons'
Finished Basements - Fine Carpentry
Ceramic Tile - Interior & Exterior Painting
Floor Covering - Tree & Yard Work - Siding

Call Buck
540-551-2673

HEALTH

Primary Care
Aesthetics
Weight Loss
Direct Primary Care
Subscriptions
Telehealth
Appointments
Chronic Condition
Medical Management

105 Stony Pointe Way STE 223
Strasburg, VA 22657
540-465-5503
www.reubenshealth.com

endanger the life, limb or property of
another while his license to drive was
revoked.

Maximino Mendoza Miranda Jr.

The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that: on or
about March 26, 2025, in the County
of Warren, Maximino Mendoza Mi-
randa Jr., of the 300 block of W. 9th
St., Front Royal, VA 22630, did unlaw-
fully and feloniously, and maliciously
wound or by any means cause bodily
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Warren/Frederick County Report
Newspaper is currently seeking
a motivated commission-based
advertising sales representative.
Set your own hours.
Call/Text Dan 540-305-3000.

injury to Aurelio Louis Lopez, with the
intent to maim, disfigure, disable, or
kill.

Tylar Alexa Dipatre

The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that: on
or about December 30, 2024, in the
County of Warren, Tylar Alexa Dipa-
tre, 28, of the 100 block of Ulysses Way,
Linden, VA 22642, did unlawfully and
feloniously, knowingly, and intention-
ally possess a controlled substance
listed in Schedule I or Schedule II of
the Drug Control Act.

A Grand Jury Indictment is only a
charge and not evidence of guilt. The
defendants are entitled to a fair trial
with the burden on the government to
prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

- news@warrencountyreport.com

Banquet/Event Space

+ 5,280 sq ft Banquet Hall
+ Accessible Entrance/Restrooms
« Private Kitchen

Call to
Book a Tour
Today!

301 North Fork Rd Front Royal
Call 540-749-2022
or email Cwhit.am@nfra.com

Come by SOON and see the huge selection
of clothes and great unique gifts!

a‘\‘.'lo“s“
476 North Main St.

(former Ben Franklin Store)

3 Loc

WOODSTOCK 540-459-2655

Valley Treasures

466 North Main St.
(To right of On Second Thought!)

WOODSTOCK 540-459-2334

On Second Thought

390 East King Street, Suite 6
(Beside Blue Ridge Hospice Thrift Shop)

STRASBURG 540-465-2655

~ STRASBURG

Want to freshen up your wardrobe or space with the latest styles?

We have you covered in both locations at On Second Thought Consign & Thrift and
also at Valley Treasures!

Strasburg and Woodstock...we’ve got you covered!! With daily sales and most items
being 25% to 90% off, you'll find a deal you can't say no to! You'll find the latest styles at
a fraction of the cost!! Looking for unique or quality furniture? You must check out Valley
Treasures in Woodstock just a few doors down from On Second Thought as we have
over 100 vendors under one roof including antiques, Longaberger baskets and so much
more including vintage items! You won't leave empty handed!! See you soon....

ﬁ Check out our Facebook Page for Weekly Updated Pictures & SALE Information!!
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able wind. Chance of precipitation is

nmeathep =
Saturday Night: A chance of show-

ers and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy,

with a low around 74. Calm wind.
Chance of precipitation is 30%.
Sunday: A chance of showers be-
Friday, July 25, 2025: A slight
chance of showers and thunderstorms
after 1pm. Sunny, with a high near 95.

sibly a thunderstorm after 2pm. Partly
sunny, with a high near 94. Chance of
precipitation is 60%.

Sunday Night: Showers likely and
possibly a thunderstorm before 8pm.
Partly cloudy, with a low around 73.
Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Monday: A chance of showers after
2pm. Mostly sunny, with a high near
95. Chance of precipitation is 30%.

fore 11am, then a chance of showers
and thunderstorms between 1lam

Heat index values as high as 102. West

wind around 6 mph. Chance of pre-

and 2pm, then showers likely and pos-
cipitation is 20%.

Team Daniels
Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a

Unlock Your Home’s True Value—

List with Us Today!

low around 73. Light west wind. Ec';f:::rl:l &a&nvlﬁls

Saturday: A slight chance of show- www.SharonLDaniels.com
ers, then a chance of showers and
thunderstorms after 1lam. Partly
sunny, with a high near 92. Heat index

values as high as 101. Light and vari-

COLDWELL BANKER
PREMIER

(540) 636-7700

Associate Brokers/REALTORS®
TeamDanielsVA@gmail.com
Cell: (540) 683-7550

Tori Foor |
2l Licensed in VA |4

415 South St Suite C, Front Royal, VA 22630
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almonds

When a new school year is on the horizon, that

Banana-filled breakfast for school days

e YRR

1 teaspoon almond extract

100 grams (3.5 ounces) oats of your choice

3 tablespoons unsweetened shredded coconut
tablespoons ground almonds

tablespoons sunflower seeds

tablespoons chopped nuts, such as hazelnuts or

40 grams (1.4 ounces) pecans
Pinch of sea salt

For the caramelized bananas
2 unpeeled bananas
1 tablespoon coconut oil

To serve
Coconut yogurt

1 teaspoon maple syrup (optional)
Pinch of thyme (optional)

Preheat the oven to 180 C (350 F).
Blend the coconut oil, maple syrup, bananas, and
almond extract in a blender until smooth.

Monday Night: A chance of show-
ers before 8pm. Mostly clear, with a
low around 73. Chance of precipita-
tion is 30%.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny and hot,
with a high near 97.

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear, with a
low around 73.

Wednesday: A chance of showers
and thunderstorms. Mostly sunny,
with a high near 96. Chance of precipi-
tation is 30%.

Wednesday Night: A chance of
showers and thunderstorms. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 70. Chance
of precipitation is 30%.

Thursday: A chance of showers.
Partly sunny, with a high near 86.
Chance of precipitation is 50%.

ENGLE’S ANGLE:
“Throw Them Back!”

by Kevin S. Engle

What happens when you take two
things you don't like and put them to-
gether?

Can you say nightmare?

The first thing. Fishing. One sum-
mer day, long ago, when I was just a
lad, my brother John was going fish-
ing with ‘the twins! Dave and Brian.
They lived two houses away. I don’t
remember why, but I tagged along too.
I probably begged my parents to make
my brother take me.

That was a mistake. For everyone.

At some point during the misad-
venture, I had to go to the bathroom.
Number two. Of course there was
no toilet paper around. I had to use
leaves.

Disgusting.

There was no hand sanitizer either.
That wasn't a thing those days.

I don’t want to think about it.

And that wasn’t the worst part of my
day.

I don’t remember how it happened,
but I got a fishing hook caught in my
finger. It was barely under the skin.

My brother said, “Don’t pull your
hand back”

What I heard was ‘pull your hand
back!

When I did, and that hook dug
deeper into my little finger, what ev-
eryone else within a few miles of that
lake heard was me screaming.

The details of what happened next
are fuzzy, but somehow, my brother
removed it.

It's a wonder I didn’t get tetanus.

And now you know why fishing will
never be my thing.

Thing #2.

I'm in the eighth grade. Ithink. Art
class.

At that age, my artistic skills weren’t
well developed. They never did im-
prove. It didn’t matter what project we
worked on. Mine weren't very good.

I gota ‘B! I probably deserved a ‘D’
I think Miss Buffalino felt sorry for me.

Fast forward almost 50 years to just
one month ago.

I'm sitting in the basement of my
brother-in-law’s new house.  He’s
there too, along with his wife and
mine. We're all seated around a table.

Why?

It’s 8th grade art class all over again.

We’re painting. Fish.

Oh boy.

My brother-in-law cuts out differ-
ent types of fish from old wooden pal-
lets. At get-togethers with friends and
family, he has painting parties. When

Open 7 Days a Week from 10-6
216 E Main Street Front Royal

Add all the dry ingredients to a large bowl and mix
well. Add the wet mixture to the bowl and stir well to
combine.

Line a large baking tray with baking paper and then
tip the granola mix on to the tray and flatten out. Bake
for 25 minutes, until starting to brown. Carefully flip
over on the tray, then return to the oven and bake for
a further 15 minutes (until you get a nice brown color).

Leave to cool before breaking into smaller chunks,
then store in an airtight container for up to 1 week (if
not eating straight away).

To make the caramelized bananas, chop off the
top end of each of the bananas, then carefully slice
through the middle lengthways. Now, peel the banan-
as.

Melt the coconut oil in a pan on medium heat. Add
the banana slices and fry in the il on one side for 1 to
2 minutes until browned, then flip over to caramelize
the other side for another 1 to 2 minutes.

Serve the granola with yogurt, caramelized banan-
as, a drizzle of maple syrup, and a pinch of thyme if
you fancy.

means families once again must adjust to getting out
of the house to the school bus or carpool on time. It
is important to begin busy days with a breakfast that
will facilitate learning, but parents know convenience
is important as well. Parents may want to incorporate
some new breakfast options into the mix, particularly
ones kids will enjoy.

This tasty recipe for “Banana and Pecan Granola
Bowl with Caramelized Bananas” from “Rainbow
Bowls” (Sourcebooks) by Niki Webster relies on ba-
nanas in two different ways to impart a sweet taste
that is hard to beat. The granola makes about four to
six portions, so there will be leftovers to enjoy as a
snack later in the day or stored away for another time.

GO[H‘HIE 'oodS and More
Qp~ Wsmfuvawumwm @

li540 692 94830

NEW: Green Meadows Natural Deodorants' Varlety of scents.

MaLLOY

&® TOYOTA

Banana and Pecan Granola Bowl with Caramel-
ized Bananas
Serves 2

We Buy Cars too!

400 Weems Lane * Winchester, VA 22601
540-678-1791 + www.MalloyToyota.com

2 tablespoons coconut oil
4  tablespoons maple syrup
2 very ripe medium bananas




Late July, 2025 . Warren/Frederick County Report ° https:/wfcreport.com ¢ Page 9

everyone is finished, he takes pictures
and emails them to others who vote
for the one they like best.

He already has several schools of
fish hanging on the walls of his new
home. Most of them are really good.
I'm impressed.

The next day, a few more family
members joined in, including their lit-
tle kids.

When the ‘fun’ was over, 19 wooden
fish had been transformed into works
of art. I was responsible for three of
them.

Of course none of mine won best in
show. Somehow, I did get a vote.

That person needs to have their eyes
checked.

My fish were not wall-worthy. They
belong in the river.

At least one good thing happened
that day.

No fish hooks.

But I did get a splinter.

The author’s therapist suggested he
put away his paint brushes. Forever.

— kevinengle456@comcast.net

The Best of Engle’s Angle is available
online or pick up a signed copy at a lo-
cal bookstore.

Ask Stewart
Hey Stewart,

I've noticed you often use humor
in your tree answers. Have you con-
sidered going on a talent show? Good
comedians are hard to find.

— Debbie in Linden

I'm glad you find my tree informa-
tion humorous, and hopefully helpful
and interesting. I've been squirreling
away a few jokes and riddles for a rainy
day — and it has been raining a lot this
July. So here they are!

How do you properly identify a
dogwood tree?

By the bark!

What is every single tree’s least
favorite month?

SepTIMMMBERRR!

How does a lumberjack know how
many trees they cut down?

They keep a log.

What did the beaver say to the
tree?

It’s been nice gnawing you!

Where do saplings go to learn?

Elementree school.

What did the tree do when the
bank closed?

It started its own branch.

How do trees access the internet?

They log on.

Why do Platanus occidentalis
trees see the doctor a lot?

Because they are Sycamore.

Your Pal in the Trees,

— Stewart

The Front Royal/Warren County
Tree Steward program began in 1997
with volunteers dedicated to improv-
ing the health of trees by providing
educational programs, tree planting
and care demonstrations, and tree
maintenance throughout the commu-
nity. The group now consists of over 30
active members with several interns
working toward becoming certified tree
stewards from our annual “All About
Trees Class” Each month Stewart will
answer a question from our readers.
Please forward it to “Stewart” in care
of:

frwctreestewards@comcast.net
and we may publish it in a future issue.
Please visit our website at:

www.treesfrontroyal.org

John Hewa is President and CEO of

R k Electric C.

Courtesy photo.

ative.
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Powering Our Future: Clarity,
Responsibility, and Readiness

Opinion by John Hewa, President &
CEO, Rappahannock Electric Coop-
erative

Across Virginia and the nation, en-
ergy demand is climbing — and fast.
Virginia’s Department of Energy re-
cently projected that annual demand
growth for energy is increasing to
6.5%, up from a historic norm of 1.4%.
Forecasts from the regional grid op-
erator, PJM, show that electricity de-
mand in Virginia alone will double by
2040. Knowing these forecasts, gen-
eration capacity in Virginia must in-
crease rapidly. PJM recently indicated
that power supply could run short as
early as next summer if action isn't
taken.

Virginia has benefited greatly from
economic growth fueled by data
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ZO0OXXITHOMF>»—-O0OO0OXNATUTXMM>X
<ToooXMNMmmMmZmMmZor»ouorHcmnNn<o
COVNErooumMHIOMOWAWVKHTI
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TASTY DESSERT WORD @ARCH
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

WORDS
A BLONDIES
N GNETET L
BROWNIES
S MYMAT CAKE
P UWAAH CANDY
UY URASG CHEESECAKE
M RTANTI COOKIES
CREAM
0B PF BO CREME BROLEE
N D OTMTI CUPCAKES
I MARTIT CUSTARD
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FLAN
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PIE
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D WFA ATDP SPUMONI
STRUDEL
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centers and new industries, but that
growth brings an urgent need for stra-
tegic investments in power generation
and transmission. At Rappahannock
Electric Cooperative (REC), we've
long understood that energy decisions
made today will shape affordability
and reliability for years to come. That’s
why we take a proactive, member-first
approach — one built on responsibil-
ity, transparency and care. We have a
fundamental obligation to serve, and
we intend to meet that obligation —
responsibly, reliably and with care.

Let’s Talk About the Power Bill

While the nature of our industry
requires long-term planning, we know
many members are feeling the strains
in the cost of living and rising electric
bills. Please know we can provide in-
formation, answer questions or ar-
range flexible payment options when
times are tough.

It’s important to understand that
approximately 65% of your electric
bill reflects the cost of power supply.
These costs are rising because of fac-
tors like natural gas market volatility,
higher capacity prices, and the need
to invest in new generation and trans-
mission to meet growing demand.
Capacity charges — set by PJM — are
necessary to ensure that power plants
are available during the hottest and
coldest days of the year.

While we can't directly control
power supply costs, we work hard to
control the parts we can — the ap-
proximately 35% of your bill tied to
REC’s distribution system of poles,

Aadvanced Driving Instruction

Driver Improvement Clinic - Licensed hy DMV

“Better Driving Through Better Training”
DMV/Court Ordered ¢ Work ¢ New Drivers
Volunteer (earn points) ¢ Insurance Rate Reduction

Saturday: August 2nd, 2025

Cost of the 8 hr class is $75% * From 8am - 5pm
at the Double Tree Hotel (old Holiday Inn)
111 Hospitality Dr. Front Royal, Va. 22630

Call 24/7  (540) 635-9015 e Craig Strickler: Veteran Owned & Operated

wires and operations. We:

Keep operations efficient and cost-
effective

Leverage technology to wisely plan
system improvements, such as right-
of-way maintenance

Build resilience into the grid to
perform better during storms and ex-
treme temperatures — to avoid or de-
lay equipment replacements

Successfully pursue grants and out-
side funding to support REC’s needs
A Strategic Approach to Growth

Our service territory is growing
rapidly — from new homes, small
businesses, advanced manufacturing
and hyperscale data centers.

To specifically manage the data
center growth without exposing tra-
ditional members to risk, we created
Hyperscale Energy Services — an REC
affiliate company. Hyperscale was cre-
ated to provide the data centers with
market power from PJM. Hyperscale
also allows us to manage financial
risk effectively by ensuring that very
large users pay their fair share of sys-
tem costs. We're proud to lead in this
space, getting legislation passed that
gives cooperatives more flexibility to
serve these large accounts responsibly
— aligning with independent recom-
mendations from the Joint Legisla-
tive Audit and Review Commission
(JLARC) to protect consumers.

Standing Up for Members at Every
Level

Recently, REC filed a new delivery

See NEWS, 10

Now offering Bobcat services!

o Gravel Driveway Repair
« Commercial Snow Removal
* Light Bush Hogging

* Mowing

o Leaf Clean-up

* Mulching
o Spring & Fall Clean-ups
* Annual Contracts Available

940-636-9002

alalawncare@comcast.net

LICENSED & INSURED -

LAWNCARE SERVICES
FRONT ROYAL, VA

alalawncareva.com

Commercial & Residential

VISA
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NEWS, from 9

rate proposal for large power users
with the State Corporate Commis-
sion. This is a fairness- focused step
to maintain long-term co-op financial
strength, ensuring that every member
benefits from a reliable, affordable
grid.

Behind every pole, every substa-
tion, every innovation and every REC
employee is one goal: to put members
first.

Thank you for your continued trust
and partnership.

John Hewa

President and CEO

Rappahannock Electric Cooperative

About Rappahannock Electric Co-
operative: REC provides electric ser-
vice to 180,000 connections in parts
of 22 Virginia counties. With its gen-
eral office in Fredericksburg, Va., the
Cooperative operates and maintains
more than 18,000 miles of power lines
through its service area, which ranges
from the Blue Ridge Mountains to the
tidal waters of the Chesapeake Bay. For
more information about REC, please
visit www.myrec.coop. Follow REC on
Facebook, X, Instagram, LinkedIn and
YouTube.

Box tree moth detected in Virginia
for first time

Invasive pest threatens boxwood
plants in Clarke and Loudoun Coun-
ties

RICHMOND, Va. — The Virginia
Department of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services (VDACS) has con-
firmed the presence of the invasive
box tree moth (Cydalima perspectalis)
at four sites in Clarke and Loudoun
Counties, marking the first known de-
tection of the pest in Virginia.

The box tree moth is an aggressive
insect capable of severely damaging
or even killing boxwood plants (Buxus
species). Its caterpillars feed vora-
ciously on the foliage, often leading to
complete defoliation in cases of heavy
infestation. VDACS announced that it
will treat boxwood plants where the
pest is confirmed.

Native to East Asia, the box tree
moth has become a destructive pest
in Europe and was first detected in
the United States in 2021 by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) in New York. Since then, it
has been identified in Delaware, Mas-
sachusetts, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsyl-
vania, and West Virginia.

“Early detection and rapid re-
sponse are vital for the management
of any newly introduced invasive pest,’
VDACS said in a statement. The agen-
cy has already surveyed the surround-
ing areas of the Virginia detections
and plans to continue surveillance ef-

forts.

Property owners are urged to report
suspected boxwood damage using the
VDACS Invasive Species Reporting
Tool.

Additional information can be

found by contacting VDACS at 804-
786-3515.

VSP identifies victims in double
fatal crash in Augusta County

AUGUSTA COUNTY — Virginia
State Police have identified the two in-
dividuals who died in a single-vehicle
crash early Tuesday morning on Inter-
state 64 eastbound near the 89-mile
marker.

According to police, a 2026 Freight-
liner TMA crash truck was traveling
eastbound around 6:19 a.m. on July 22
when it overcorrected, ran off the right
side of the interstate, went through
the guardrail, down an embankment,
struck a tree, and overturned on its
side.

Both the driver and passenger were
pronounced dead at the scene.

The driver has been identified as
Georgeanna L. Hardesty, 51, of Iron
Gate, Va. The passenger has been
identified as Sabrina L. Harris, 50, of
Covington, Va. Both were wearing
seatbelts.

The crash remains under investiga-
tion.

Trump administration moves to
speed federal approval for data
center projects

WASHINGTON  —  President
Donald J. Trump on Wednesday an-
nounced a new effort to accelerate
federal permitting for data center in-
frastructure, aiming to streamline the
development of facilities critical to
supporting the growing demands of
artificial intelligence, cloud computing
and other digital technologies.

The directive instructs federal agen-
cies to prioritize and expedite the
review process for data center proj-
ects, citing the need to strengthen
American technology infrastructure,
reduce permitting delays and encour-
age private investment. The initiative
also calls for improved coordination
among federal, state and local agen-
cies.

“Data centers are the backbone of
our digital economy and vital to na-
tional security,” Trump said in a state-
ment. “My administration is cutting
red tape to ensure the United States
leads in Al, quantum computing, and
next-generation technologies”

The move is expected to ease per-
mitting timelines for the construction,
expansion and power needs of data
centers, which require reliable access
to large amounts of energy and water.
The administration’s action builds on

earlier efforts to reform the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
review process and reduce regulatory
hurdles across infrastructure sectors.
Industry leaders have long cited
permitting delays as a major challenge
in building new data center capac-
ity, especially in fast-growing regions
like Northern Virginia — home to the
world’s largest concentration of data
centers. The administration says the
new policy will help ensure these proj-
ects are approved faster while main-
taining environmental safeguards.

HAMRICK' S
ROOFING

Regulators approve Dominion’s
energy plan, flag rising costs amid
data center demand

By Shirleen Guerra
The Center Square

(The Center Square) — Virginia
regulators have approved Dominion
Energy’s 2024 long-term energy plan
but raised serious concerns about ris-
ing costs and whether new projects are
truly needed to meet future electricity
demand, particularly from the com-

monwealth’s fast-growing data center
industry.

In a final order issued Tuesday, the
State Corporation Commission found
Dominion’s Integrated Resource Plan
legally sufficient as required by law.
However, the commission made clear
this does not mean it approves the
size, cost or specifics of any future
infrastructure. Regulators warned
that Dominion’s proposals could sig-
nificantly impact customer bills and
directed the company to provide more
transparent, cost-effective alternatives

(540) 222-0521

(540) 631-0666

HamricksRoofing@gmail.com

* Serving Front Royal for 25 years! *
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Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to dessert.
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GUESS WHO »

I am an actor and politician born in
Austria on July 30, 1947. | decided to
pursue a career as a bodybuilder at age
14.1 became the youngest person to win
Mr. Universe. Eventually | found myself in
Hollywood and became a well-known
action star, and later governor.
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Hamrick's
Sudoku!

Like puzzles? Then you'll love
sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle
will have you hooked from the
moment you square off, so sharpen
your pencil and put your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Here'’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as
a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number
can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out
the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier
it gets to solve the puzzle! (Answer
in back.) {g
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in upcoming plans.

Among the commission’s directives,
Dominion must include side-by-side
modeling of a least-cost plan and a
plan that complies with the Virginia
Clean Economy Act. Each version
must be modeled both with and with-
out projected electricity demand from
data centers. The commission also
ordered Dominion to extend its plan-
ning horizon from 15 to 20 years and
improve access to its modeling data
for stakeholders and officials across
the commonwealth.

The order calls for stricter energy
efficiency goals as well. The commis-
sion rejected Dominion’s proposed
savings targets of 2.1% to 2.7% and
instead set new requirements of 3%
in 2026, 4% in 2027, and 5% in 2028.
Regulators also directed the company
to assess additional battery storage,
include a scenario in which Virginia
rejoins the Regional Greenhouse Gas
Initiative, and model long-duration

MARTIN'S

Now hiring
Full time & part time positions available

apply at
MartinsFoods.com/careers
MARTIN'S is an equal opportunity employer.

storage technologies as they become
viable.

Environmental groups echoed the
commission’s concerns, saying Do-
minion’s plan relies too heavily on
gas and leaves communities at risk.
In a joint statement, the Southern
Environmental Law Center and Ap-
palachian Voices said the order con-
firms the plan was flawed and warned
it could lead to more pollution and
high bills. “Dominion may attempt to
proceed with an ‘accepted’ plan, but
the Commission has recognized it is
the product of a flawed process,” said
SELC senior attorney Nate Benforado.

Conservative policy groups have
also weighed in. The Thomas Jeffer-
son Institute warned that the com-
monwealth is running out of base-
load power to meet peak demand
and argued that policies supporting
intermittent wind and solar energy
could increase reliance on imports. In
a recent report, the group said rapid
growth in data centers and artificial
intelligence infrastructure is acceler-
ating demand and putting pressure on

‘DA VE’S)
DIVERSIFIED SERVICES

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING )

4

* Over 30 Years Experlence
* Free Estimates
« Oil Furnaces, Boilers,
Heat Pumps & Gas Furnaces
* Ductwork & Air Quality Services

803B N. ROYAL AVENUE * FRONT ROYAL

540.636.3396

www.ddsserviceshvac.com

Woodstock, Va
Front Royal, Va

Open M-F 7:30 am to 5:30 pm
861 South Main Street
Woodstock, VA 22664

(540) 459-5755

Auto Care Clinic

Import & Domestic General Repair

Free Loaner Cars or Shuttle Service!
Premier Customer Service
Car Care Club Discounts!

kiblersautocareclinic.com
[T |

Got Vehicle Issues? We Can Fit You In!

Closed Weekends for Family Time!
YOU can be a part of our Cars Changing Lives
2 Ministry as we change lives, one car at a time!
Please visit www.carschanginglives.com

Local Family Owned & Operated

autocareclinic.com

Open M F700amt0530pm
6768 Winchester Road
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 635-BILL (2455)

the grid.

“Virginia is quickly running out
of sufficient baseload power to sup-
port its demand,” the report said. The
group supports repealing or scaling
back the Virginia Clean Economy Act,
which phases out coal and natural gas
over time.

While the IRP does not authorize
specific projects, it guides Dominion’s
decisions on future generation and
transmission. That includes power
plants, transmission lines and grid up-
grades that can lead to rate increases.
Regulators made clear that approval
of the plan does not mean approval of
those future costs.

Tana Hoffman
Realtor, SFR, CMRS, CRS

Fake movie money circulating in
Stephens City, police warn

The Stephens City Police Depart-
ment is warning residents and local
businesses to be on the lookout for
counterfeit currency labeled “For Mo-
tion Picture Purposes” or “Replica’”
These fake bills, which resemble $20
and $100 denominations, have been
reported in the area and can be easily
purchased online.

“We want to raise awareness that
these fake bills are out there] the
department stated in a social media
post. “If you work in a field that re-
ceives cash payments, please use extra

See NEWS, 12
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540-671-1994
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111 East King St.
Strasburg, VA 22657
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Brownie is a 10|F
old mellow | §
= ly! He is extremely ||
~ He is good with|F

kids. He is neu-|:

on vaccinations and | |

Leo is approx 5
% and would love a
 home with older
| kids and maybe a
female dog friend.
| He’'s  neutered,
chipped, utd on
vacc. loves a car
. ride and swims!!
% This big guy does
- it all..(@most.
no kitty’s please)
Come visit and bring your dog to meet him.

Brownie’s ad sponsored by:
Hillbilly's Junkyard
Hillbilly has what you NEED!

4381 Stonewall Jackson Hwy
Bentonville, VA » 636-2671
hillbillysjunkyard.com

Leo’s ad sponsored by:

NEW Tires and
Complete Auto
~ Maintenance!
11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal

540 551-0922
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@7 bug ready to go!
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% kids, dogs and
| cats! She’s wait-
# ing for her forever

today!!
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Oreo is a 3 year old male
W | Dborder collie mix who is

. full of energy and love!
He is good with kids but
may do better with older
ones. He has lived with
small dogs but not dogs
his size. We do require
a dog test before adop-
tion. We are unsure of
him and cats. He loves to
swim and ride in the car!

Willow’s ad sponsored by:

Hot Tub Heaven
Vacation Cahins

Friendly!
HotTubHeaven@yahoo.com

540-636-1522
www.hthva.com

Oreo’s ad sponsored by:
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With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes.
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!

Upcoming events with
Dan McDermott

Fri. July 25, 2025 (7:30-11:30pm)
Music Bingo/Karaoke-New Market Eagles*

Sat. July 26, 2025 (7:00-10:30pm)
Karaoke/Music Bingo-Woodstock Moose*

Mon. July 28, 2025 (6pm)
Kids Karaoke at Warren County Fair
warrencountyfair.com

Wed. July 30, 2025 (7pm)
Warren County Fair Karaoke Contest
warrencountyfair.com

Sat. Aug 2, 2025 (6-10pm)
Music Bingo & Karaoke at Shenandoah
Valley Axe Throwing Company
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St.
Front Royal, VA 22630

Wed. Aug 6, 2025 (6-9pm)
Trivia & Music Bingo at Shenandoah
Valley Axe Throwing Company
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St.
Front Royal, VA 22630

Thurs. Aug 7, 2025 (6:30-8:30pm)
Music Bingo at Winchester, Va. Elks*

Sat. Aug 9, 2025 (6-10pm)
Music Bingo & Karaoke at Shenandoah
Valley Axe Throwing Company
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St.

Wed. Aug 13, 2025 (6-9pm)
Trivia & Music Bingo at Shenandoah
Valley Axe Throwing Company
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St.
Front Royal, VA 22630

Thurs. Aug 14, 2025 (6-8pm)
Karaoke & Music Bingo at Good Lions
Lodge* - 413-H South Street (Royal Plaza
across from Fitness Evolution)
thegoodlions.org

*Private clubs open to members and
properly invited guests

route11dj.com

ROUTE I

540-305-3000

Limited dates remain.
Book your event now:
dan@route11dj.com
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care to ensure the authenticity of all
money exchanged”

According to the release, the coun-
terfeit notes include clear markings
such as “FOR MOTION PICTURE
PURPOSES” or “COPY” where official
security features or legal tender mark-
ings would normally be.

Officials urge anyone who encoun-
ters these bills to refuse them and im-
mediately contact their local law en-
forcement agency.

Worker revived after electrocution
and 25-foot fall in Shenandoah
Farms

A man was revived and flown to a

trauma center after being electrocuted
and falling from a ladder while work-
ing on a cable line in the Shenandoah
Farms area on Thursday, July 18.

Warren County Fire and Rescue
(WCEFR) responded to the incident on
Wendy Hill Road, where the worker
was reportedly struck by electricity
suspected to have arced from a nearby
powerline due to high humidity in the
air. The shock caused the worker to fall
approximately 25 feet from the ladder
he was using.

Coworkers quickly rushed to help
and found the man in cardiac arrest.
Bystander CPR was performed imme-
diately, and when emergency medical
personnel arrived, they were able to
restart the man’s heart. EMS crews
provided advanced life support at
the scene and determined the patient

Introducing
APPAREL
FOR THE
FAMILY!

260 Remount Rd Front Royal
(540) 692-3518

bebe

Los Angeles

JOE BOXER

wmie BIG LOTS!

needed trauma care due to the severity
of his injuries.

AirCare 4, based in Front Royal,
transported the patient to MedStar
Washington Hospital Center.

“We applaud the quick actions
taken by the patient’s coworkers.
Without their help, the outcome prob-
ably would've been different,” said Fire
Chief James Bonzano. “This incident
highlights the critical importance of
being CPR certified. Every second
counts, and having the knowledge and
skills to perform CPR can make the
difference between life and death”

Units responding to the call includ-
ed Ambulance 6 (Shenandoah Farms),
Engine 4 (Linden), Medic 10 (North
Warren), and Battalion Chief 1.

WCER offers monthly CPR courses,
which can be found at www.warren-
countyfire.com/635/events.

Sherando Band golf tournament
raises over $10,000 for student
musicians

STEPHENS CITY — The Sheran-
do Band Boosters raised more than
$10,000 in net proceeds through the
2025 Sherando Band Charity Golf
Tournament, organizers announced.

Held earlier this year, the tourna-
ment brought together sponsors, vol-
unteers, and community members
in support of the high school’s music
program. Funds will help pay for stu-
dent instruments, music instruction,
and travel opportunities.

Guy Curtis, who chaired the event,
extended thanks to all who supported
the effort, including hole sponsors,
prize donors, and volunteers.

Major sponsors included Q102.5
Shenandoah Country (iHeartMedia)
and Malloy Automotive Group, as well
as a number of local businesses.

For more information or to sup-
port the program, visit www.sheran-
doband.org or email sherandoband-
booster@gmail.com

Winchester company joins
Virginia’s international export
accelerator program

WINCHESTER — A Winchester-
based manufacturer is one of 13 Vir-
ginia companies selected to join an
elite state program aimed at helping
businesses expand into international
markets.

Ashworth Bros., Inc., headquar-
tered in the City of Winchester, has
joined the Virginia Leaders in Export
Trade (VALET) program, a two-year
business acceleration initiative man-
aged by the Virginia Economic De-
velopment Partnership (VEDP). The
program provides participating com-
panies with customized international
sales strategies, access to a network
of global experts, and direct introduc-
tions to potential partners overseas.

Ashworth Bros., a global leader in
conveyor belting systems, is the only
Shenandoah Valley business included
in the latest cohort. The company

designs and manufactures metal and
plastic belting solutions for industries
ranging from food processing to auto-
motive manufacturing.

VALET is designed for Virginia
companies with established domes-
tic success that are ready to grow
internationally. Participants receive
support from a team of international
service providers and market research
consultants spanning more than 120
countries. The program also includes
in-country matchmaking, educational
seminars, and a customized plan to
guide expansion efforts.

The announcement came as Gover-
nor Glenn Youngkin welcomed a new
group of companies into the program
while also recognizing 13 graduates

that completed the two-year track.

Since its inception, 425 Virginia
companies have completed the VA-
LET program. Currently, 58 compa-
nies are active participants. According
to VEDP, businesses in the program
routinely report increased interna-
tional sales and global partnerships
that generate high-quality jobs across
the Commonwealth.

Virginia exports approximately $70
billion in goods and services annu-
ally. In 2023, companies working with
VEDP’s international trade division at-
tributed $1.5 billion in overseas sales
to its assistance, supporting more than
13,700 jobs.

Ashworth Bros. now joins that ex-
panding network of Virginia business-

Sun-Tue 6am-Midnight
Wed-Sat 6am-2am

540-635-3064
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es reaching global markets through
the VALET program.

More information on the VALET
program is available at vedp.org.

AstraZeneca to build largest global
manufacturing facility in Virginia

RICHMOND — AstraZeneca has
chosen Virginia as the site of its larg-
est single manufacturing investment
in company history, Governor Glenn
Youngkin announced this week.

The global biopharmaceutical lead-
er plans to build a state-of-the-art
drug substance facility in the Com-
monwealth as part of its broader $50

billion U.S. investment strategy by
2030. Governor Youngkin was joined
at the announcement by AstraZeneca
CEO Pascal Soriot and White House
National Economic Council Director
Kevin Hassett.

“This project will set the standard
for the latest technological advance-
ments in pharmaceutical manufactur-
ing,” Youngkin said. “It will create hun-
dreds of highly skilled jobs and further
strengthen the nation’s domestic sup-
ply chain”

Soriot called the decision a reflec-
tion of Virginia’s workforce and life
sciences ecosystem.

“It reflects the Commonwealth of
Virginia’s desire to create highly skilled
jobs in science and technology, and

Why Call Beth Medved Waller?

20+ years of experience & happy clients
Top Listing Agent in her office since 2007
Donated hundreds of thousands to nonprofits

Experience the WHAT MATTERS WAY-call BETH today!

Learn about WHAT MATTERS Partners at www.whatmattersw2.com

» ASSOCIATE BROKER
540-671-6145 ¢ beth@whatmattersw2.com

201 S. Royal Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630
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will strengthen the country’s domestic
supply chain for medicines,” he said,
adding that the investment will help
AstraZeneca reach its goal of $80 bil-
lion in annual revenue by 2030.

The new facility will incorporate
artificial intelligence, automation, and
data analytics to support production
in key therapeutic areas, including on-
cology, cardiovascular, renal, metabo-
lism, respiratory, immunology, and
rare diseases.

Virginia officials hailed the an-
nouncement as a major win for the
state’s growing life sciences sector.

“This new partnership with Astra-
Zeneca is an amazing opportunity for
the Commonwealth,” said state Sen.
Creigh Deeds. “It will transform our
bioscience economy and reshore our
critical pharmaceutical supply chain”

AstraZeneca, headquartered in the
United Kingdom, sells medicines in
over 125 countries. The company fo-
cuses on developing treatments in on-
cology, rare diseases, cardiovascular,
respiratory, renal, metabolism, and
immunology.

Frederick County — Renaissance
Drive Opens

Route 873 (Renaissance Drive) in
Frederick County was scheduled to
fully open to traffic on or about Friday,
July 18. The two-lane roadway previ-
ously connected Route 11 (Old Val-
ley Pike) and Route 1129 (Prosperity
Drive). The new half-mile section ex-
tends further west between Prosper-
ity Drive and Route 651 (Shady Elm
Road). It includes an at-grade crossing
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of the CSX railway.

The Renaissance Drive extension
is administered by Frederick County,
funded partly by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Revenue
Sharing program. As part of the proj-
ect, the railroad crossing on nearby
Route 649 (Springdale Road) will be
closed beginning July 18. Route 649
will have a dead end on both sides of
the rail line.

The eastern end of Renaissance
Drive meets Route 11 at a signalized
intersection. The western end of Re-
naissance Drive stops at a T-intersec-
tion with Shady Elm Road. Motorists
on all these roadways should be alert
for traffic-pattern changes.

The opening date for Renaissance
Drive and the closing date for the
Route 649 railroad crossing are subject
to change. All work is weather permit-
ting.

Warren County — New Rockland
Road Bridge Opens Five Months
Ahead of Schedule

STAUNTON - The new Route 658
(Rockland Road) bridge in Warren
County opened to traffic July 11, 2025,
five months ahead of schedule. Since
early 2024, contractors for the Virginia
Department of Transportation had
been constructing a new bridge over
the Norfolk Southern Railway near
Front Royal and the Virginia Inland
Port. This project improves Rockland
Road traffic flow reliability while ac-
commodating future rail needs.

Removal of all detour signs will
likely continue through the week of
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July 14. Rockland Road motorists
should be alert for shoulder closures
and occasional lane closures as need-
ed through September 2025 during
final phases of the project. All work is
weather permitting. Details and traffic
updates are found on the VDOT proj-
ect page.

Before bridge construction, Rock-
land Road motorists experienced fre-
quent and often lengthy delays at the
railroad crossing due to slow-moving
or stopped trains, including those
loading or unloading at the Virginia
Inland Port. Rail traffic will pass un-
derneath the new bridge while ve-
hicles travel uninterrupted over the
bridge.

The Rockland Road bridge is 220
feet long and 42 feet wide with a mini-
mum vertical clearance of 23 feet. The
bridge’s height and length allow pas-
sage of double-stacked freight con-
tainers and would accommodate a
future third rail line.

The project also realigns part of
Route 705 (Fishnet Boulevard), the
entrance to Rockland Park. With the
opening of the new bridge, motor-
ists can now approach Rockland Park
from either direction on Rockland
Road.

A construction contract valued at
$11.8 million was awarded in October
2023 to Shirley Contracting Company
LLC of Lorton, Virginia. The total es-
timated cost for this project is $20.6
million including preliminary engi-
neering, right-of-way and utility re-
location expenses, and construction.
It is partly funded by a BUILD grant
awarded to the Virginia Port Author-

See NEWS, 14
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ity by the United States Department of
Transportation in 2018.

Investments and Improvements
Along Interstate 81

RICHMOND, VA - Governor
Glenn Youngkin announced that the
Commonwealth of Virginia has taken
major strides to enhance safety, re-
duce congestion and improve the reli-
ability of Interstate 81, unlocking this
vital corridor for continued economic
growth.

“From Winchester to Bristol, In-
terstate 81 is the backbone of west-
ern Virginia, playing a critical role in
supporting our state’s economy,” said
Governor Glenn Youngkin. “We're
making unprecedented investments
in the 325 miles of Interstate 81 which
run through the Commonwealth, ac-
celerating critical widening and safety
projects to completion, while making
a real difference for the people who
drive this corridor and depend on it as
an economic engine for the region. I'm
proud of the collective work with the
General Assembly over the last three
and a half years to allocate an addi-
tional $245 million towards Interstate
81 improvements.’

“Advancing the $4 billion Interstate
81 Corridor Improvement Program
has been a top priority of Governor
Youngkin’s administration,” said Sec-
retary of Transportation W. Sheppard
Miller III. “As we continue to make
historic investments and improve-
ments along 1-81, we'll begin to see
more safety vests, orange cones, warn-
ing signs and flashing lights as larger
construction projects get underway. I
urge everyone driving the corridor to
be patient and extra cautious as we
work to make this road safer and more
efficient for everyone”

The 1-81 Corridor Improvement
Program (CIP), valued at almost $4
billion, funds 65 construction proj-
ects, hundreds of individual traffic op-
erations upgrades, and enhancements
to transit and passenger rail service
along the I-81 Corridor. The Program
is funded by revenues dedicated by the
Code of Virginia to the corridor and
an additional $245 million in General
Fund moneys approved by the Gover-
nor through the Virginia State Budget.

Of the 65 construction projects, 37
projects have been completed, includ-
ing three truck-climbing lanes, eight
curve improvements, and 26 merge-
lane extensions at challenging inter-
changes. Traffic operations improve-
ments have also been implemented,
consisting of dozens of new digital
message boards and traffic cameras,
intersection upgrades along key paral-
lel routes, and towing industry incen-
tives for quick clearance of crashes
and other incidents.

In addition to the completed proj-
ects, there are 14 1-81 CIP construc-
tion projects currently underway.
They include additional travel lanes
near Bristol, Salem, Staunton and
Strasburg, new truck-climbing lanes at
the Augusta-Rockingham county line,

and numerous interchange improve-
ments in the Wytheville area.

“We have not seen this level of
construction along I-81 since the in-
terstate was built more than 50 years
ago,” said Virginia Department of
Transportation Commissioner Ste-
phen C. Brich. “And there are still
many improvements on the horizon”

“A lot of safety improvements are
happening on Interstate 81,” said Sena-
tor Mark D. Obenshain. “I was pleased
to carry the legislation which created
the I-81 Corridor Improvement Pro-
gram, and as Chair of the I-81 Advi-
sory Committee my priority will be
to continue to seek funding for I-81
safety improvements to make this in-
terstate even more reliable and safe. I
appreciate the work Governor Young-
kin and his team have done to advance
safety projects on this critical corridor,
making life better for citizens and visi-
tors who drive through the Common-
wealth of Virginia on Interstate 81”

“As vice-chair of the I-81 Advisory
Committee, I'm pleased to see the
ongoing transformation along this

critical transportation artery, said
Delegate Terry L. Austin. “I'm proud
of the work we've accomplished with
Governor Youngkin to deliver these
historic investments that are making
travel along the I-81 Corridor safer,
more reliable, and more efficient. This
effort is a long-term commitment to
improving quality of life and unlock-
ing sustained economic growth and
opportunity in western Virginia, and I
look forward to identifying new areas
of improvement as we work toward
completing the first tranche of proj-
ects”

By early 2026, construction on ma-
jor widening projects in the Roanoke
and Harrisonburg areas will begin.
Design and engineering work are un-
derway for additional travel lanes near
Winchester, in Rockbridge County,
and between Salem and Christians-
burg. All of the projects currently in
the I-81 CIP are scheduled for com-
pletion by 2035.

This year, Virginia is taking a fresh
look at Interstate 81 through a year-
long corridor study to identify the

next group of needs to be addressed.
Public meetings are being held July
14-17 along the corridor to share de-
tailed crash and congestion data along
with potential solutions. Public input
at the meetings and through an online
survey will be essential for helping
identify the greatest needs and priori-
tize potential improvements. Follow-
ing another round of public input this
fall, a final report will be delivered to
the Commonwealth Transportation
Board.

Details of the current I-81 CIP and
the 2025 corridor study can be found
at Improve81.org.

C. Todd Gilbert Sworn In As
United States Attorney for the
Western District of Virginia

ROANOKE, Va — Christopher Todd
Gilbert was sworn in July 14, 2025 as
United States Attorney for the West-
ern District of Virginia. Appointed by
Attorney General Pamela Bondi, U.S.
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Attorney Gilbert took the oath of of-
fice administered by United States
District Judge Thomas T. Cullen.

“I am honored to serve as the Unit-
ed States Attorney for the Western
District of Virginia,” Mr. Gilbert said
today. “In my heart, I have always been
a prosecutor and to return to that role
now is the opportunity of a lifetime.
My wife and I have spent our lives in
the Western District and to play a part
in keeping it safe is a privilege. I look
forward to working with all our state,
local, and federal law enforcement
partners to make the Western District
of Virginia safer for all its residents”

As the United States Attorney, Mr.
Gilbert serves as the chief federal law
enforcement officer in the Western
District of Virginia, responsible for
representing the United States in all
civil and criminal litigation. U.S. At-
torney Gilbert leads an office of nearly
30 federal prosecutors and support
staff.

The Western District of Virginia
comprises approximately sixty percent
of the land area in the Commonwealth
of Virginia and approximately 2.2 mil-
lion of its citizens. The district covers
a large geographic area. While the
northern corner is less than fifty miles
from Washington D.C., Lee County,
the western tip of the district, is far-
ther west than Detroit and is closer
to six other state capitols than it is to
Richmond.

Before becoming U.S. Attorney, Mr.
Gilbert was a state prosecutor with
nearly fifteen years’ experience in four
different Commonwealth’s Attorneys
offices, all located within the West-
ern District of Virginia- Lynchburg,
Shenandoah, Warren and Frederick.

2025 Summer

Home Protection Event!

LIFETIME
TRANSFERABLE
WARRANTY'

iy

W

+  With LeafFilter

Promo Code: 285

CALL 877-636-7566
FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

Limited time only!*

Installation

75% OFF + $250

*$250 discount (no cash value) is for same-day signing only. This offer cannot be combined with any other promotion or offer.
No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. +See representative for full warranty details. See website for all license and registration
numbers. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-
51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, MI262300331, 262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN
IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PA179643,
RIGC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DCFRR WV WV056

Bonus offer!*

Discount
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US Attorney Gilbert has signifi-
cant experience prosecuting violent
crimes, including homicides, as well
as robberies, drug conspiracies, sex
crimes, gun crimes, and fraud. He has
also taught the art of trial advocacy to
young prosecutors.

In addition, U.S. Attorney Gilbert
served nearly twenty years in the Vir-
ginia legislature as a member of the
Virginia House of Delegates, serv-
ing as the 57th Speaker of the House
from 2022-2024. A core focus of Mr.
Gilbert’s legislative experience was in
the area of public safety. He served as
a member of the Virginia State Crime
Commission, the Virginia Criminal
Sentencing Commission, the Criminal
Justice Services Board, and The Com-
mission on VASAP (Virginia Alcohol
Safety Action Program) as well as
Chairman of the Criminal Subcom-
mittee of the Courts of Justice Com-
mittee. He was named Legislator of
the Year by the Virginia Sheriff’s As-
sociation, the Virginia State Police As-
sociation and the Virginia Association
of Chiefs of Police.

U.S. Attorney Gilbert and his fam-
ily have deep ties to the Western Dis-
trict of Virginia. He was raised in the
Shenandoah Valley and graduated
from the University of Virginia and the
Southern Methodist University School
of Law where he served as president of
the Student Bar Association (student
body) and won the school’s annual
mock trial competition. He and his
wife Jennifer live on a small farm in
the Shenandoah Valley with their two
young boys. Jennifer Wishon Gilbert is
a native of Bedford County, Virginia,
attended Virginia Tech and worked
as a broadcast journalist for WDB] in
Roanoke.

Samuels Public Library Adult
Programming - August, 2025

You can find and register for all li-
brary events on our website, www.
samuelslibrary.net

One-Time Events

MASTERS OF ALL THINGS

HARDWARIAN

FRONT ROYAL

Ramsey True Value Hardware
703 North Royal Avenue « Phone (540) 635-2547

BERRYVILLE

Berryville True Value Hardware
600 East Main St « Phone (540) 955-1900

Seniors First Workshop: Medicare
Advantage vs. Medigap: What'’s Right
for You?

Thursday, August 14th from 1:00
pm to 2:00 PM

In person. Compare Medicare Ad-
vantage plans vs. Original Medicare
and compare and contrast with Me-
digap to see what’s right for you. Pre-
sented by Seniors First VICAP. Ques-
tions? Call VICAP at 540-635-7141 or
visit seniorsfirst.info

Sewing an Apron: Parts 1 & 2

Wednesdays, Part 1: August 20th
and Part 2: August 27th from 5:00-
6:30 PM

In Person. Have the basics of sewing
under your belt? This workshop will
introduce you to the art of sewing an
apron. Bring your own fabric to your
liking or use our stock of basic cotton.
We will use two cotton colors/prints
(1 1/2 Yards of at least 41” — 45” wide
fabric each):

Color A 1 1/2 Yards of 41”- 45”
wide
Color B 1 1/2 Yards of 417 — 45”

wide

Please note that Part 2 of this pro-
gram is a continuation of Part 1. If you
cannot attend Part 1, you will not be
able to complete the project in Part
2. Please ensure you can attend both
programs before registering.

*Must have completed Sewing 101
or have a basic working knowledge
of using a sewing machine. *No food
allowed in the studio and patrons be-
tween 13-17 must be accompanied by
an adult. Registration required.

Ongoing Programs

What the Tech! Every Tuesday
from 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM - In person.
Need help with technology? Come by
the library’s Meeting Room B where
we will be going over computers and
other technology basics. Having trou-
ble with your phone, tablet, laptop,
or other device? Bring it in, and we’ll

Why work at Walmart?

Training and Opportunity

+ Walmart Academy training for career advancement

*+ More than 300,000 US associates promoted with higher pay in FY 2021
* More than 75% of salaried store management teams started as hourly

Education Benefits
* Associates have the opportunity to go back to school, paid for by Walmart
« Finish high school, earn a college degree or professional certificate

Health care and insurance options made affordable

* Al eligible associates - both full- and part-time - have affordable options
* Medical plans

* Dental and vision plans and coverage for domestic partners is available
« Free access to nurse care managers and health care advisors

+ Company-paid life insurance

Many other benefits including:

+ 401(K) options from day 1 with 6% match after one year on the job

* Associate stock purchase plan with company match

+ 10% discount on regularly priced general merchandise at Walmart stores
« Discounts on travel, cell phone services, entertainment and other goods

« Paid time off

+ Maternal and parental leave and adoption benefits for salaried and full-time
hourly associates who have worked at Walmart for at least 12 months

See current benefits at careers.walmart.com

Walmart #1406: 2350 S Pleasant Valley Rd Winchester
Walmart #3344: 501 Walmart Dr Winchester

Walmart #4514: 201 Maranto Manor Dr Winchester
Walmart #5105: 10 Riverton Commons Dr Front Royal

Winchester and Front Royal openings include:

* Auto Care Center * Stocking & Unloading

* Fuel Station + Online Orderfilling & Delivery
* Stocking & Unloading

* General Merchandise

* Hourly Supervisor & Training
+ Food & Grocery

* Cashier & Front End Services

* Health & Wellness
+ Deli/Bakery Team

* Asset Protection

* Meat/Produce Team

Apply Now at: careers.walmart.com
Walmart  orText"Johs” to 240240

Walmart Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer - By Choice.
Walmart Inc. participates in E-Verify.

help!

Studio 330: Embroidery Club - Ev-
ery Thursday from 10:00 PM to 12:00
PM - In person. Join us for Hand Em-
broidery Stitchers every Thursday
morning! Bring your own needlework
project to work on for a morning of
crafting and socializing. *No food al-
lowed in the studio and patrons be-
tween 13-17 must be accompanied by
an adult.

Studio 330 Walk-in Hours - Every
Thursday from 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM
- In person. Come tour Studio 330 or
bring your project to work on. Walk-
In hours are provided on a first come,
first serve basis.*Glowforge is not
available during walk-in hours. No
food allowed in the studio and patrons
between 13-17 must be accompanied
by an adult.

Studio 330: String Theory- A Fiber
Arts Club - Every Saturday from 2:00
PM to 4:00 PM - In person. Welcome
to a fiber arts community for experi-
enced, novice, or first-time artists 13
and up looking to meet other artists,
relax, and/or share their expertise!
Bring your own knitting, crochet,
weaving, or other project to Studio
330 on Saturdays 2pm to 4pm *No
food allowed in the studio and patrons
between 13-17 must be accompanied
by an adult.

Scary Words Book Club - Saturday,
August 2nd from 2:30 PM to 4:30 PM
- First Saturday of every month. In
person. A horror book club for people
who should be afraid of the dark. This
month’s titles: World War Z by Max
Brooks and Small Spaces by Katherine
Arden.

Bad Romance - Wednesday, August
6th from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM - First
Wednesday of every month. In per-
son. Do you consider yourself a hope-
less romantic? Are bad romances a
guilty pleasure of yours? Then you
should join us for Bad Romance,
where Samuels Public Library will
have a themed discussion for the ro-
mance genre every month. August’s
theme is Out of this World! Indulge
us with your favorite romance books,
movies, music or other media related
to the topic, and possibly discover a
new treat in this awesome informal
discussion! New members are always
welcome!

Step It Up: Line Dancing Fun -
Wednesday, August 6th & August
20 from 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM - First
& Third Wednesday of every month.
In person. Grab your boots and join
us for an evening of toe-tapping fun!
Whether you're a seasoned dancer or

Seasons are changing! Perfect time to get your cat
and dog spayed and neutered! Spay Today is our

area’s non-profit, reduced-priced spay and neuter
program. CHOOSE from MANY vets over a WIDE area!
At the time of surgery, initial shots and tests can also
be obtained at lower rates.

Contact Spay Today:
www.spay-today.org
or call 304-728-8330

just getting started, this line dancing
session is a great way to get moving,
learn new steps, and have a blast with
friends. No experience needed!

Studio 330: Genealogy Club -
Wednesday, August 13th from 6:00
PM to 7:30 PM - Second Wednesday
of every month. In person.Interested
in your family’s history? Already done
extensive research and want to be able
to share your finds? Join our genealogy
club where both novices and experts
alike can come together and talk about
different genealogy topics. Register or
drop-in. August Heirloom Roadshow
— Bring a small family heirloom with
a story to share in the group. We will
use our lightbox to take a photograph
and discuss how to incorporate the
story into the photo for future genera-
tions! *No food allowed in the studio
and patrons between 13-17 must be
accompanied by an adult.

Seniors First Counseling - Thurs-
day, August 14th from 2:00 to 4:00 pm
- Second Thursday of every month. In
person. Sign up to meet with Seniors
First for one-on-one assistance to
navigate Medicare, review coverage
options, and identify programs that
can help lower healthcare costs. Reg-
istration required. Contact Reference
staff directly to sign up for a 20 minute
session.

Books & Beyond Book Club -
Thursday, August 14th from 6:00 PM
to 7:45 PM - Second Thursday of every
month. In person. Do you love books
and sharing them as much as we do?
Join us to delve into new worlds of
conversation about new books at
your community’s public library! The
theme this month is: Monsters: un-
usual animals or plants in large size or
structure.

Phoenix Project — Hope for New
Beginnings - Tuesday, August 19th
from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM - Third
Tuesday of every month. In person.
Serving all members of the Front
Royal/Warren County community

Front Royal
Ken Thurman
703.963.4064

A

=PRI,

EXIT REALTY PROS
Woodstock Strasburg

Janet Barillas Diana Ramos
540.481.9250 571.447.7755

www.exitrealtyprosva.com

244 Center St. Manassas, VA 20110 Py

Independently owned and operated

.
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Attorneys at Law, P.C.
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24 S. KENT ST « WINCHESTER, VA 22601 « 540.722.3151

who have experienced or are currently
experiencing domestic violence or
sexual assault, Phoenix Project Ad-
vocates are available to provide crisis
intervention, supportive counseling,
safety planning, information, educa-
tion, and more. Their services are free,
confidential, and trauma-informed.
Hope. Help. Healing.

Walkabout Wednesdays - Wednes-
day, August 27th from 10:30 to 11:30
am - Last Wednesday of every month
- In person. Join Extension Master
Gardener Volunteers on Walkabout
Wednesdays where they discuss and
care for the indoor plants at the li-
brary. Monthly topics for mini-lessons
will vary each month. This month:
learn about tools and tips for house
plant care.

— Visit
WarrenCountyVa.com

Computers aren't just for work.

540-635-7064
RovaL oAK

C O MPUTETRS

www.f K Iroyaloak K S
www.royaloakcomputers.com

203 E. Main St.
Front Royal, Va.

New
Beginnings
Community

Greetings

540-635-8660

“Introducing Your Business to
New Homeowners in our Community”

P.0. Box 1025 ¢+ Front Royal VA 22630
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Marlow Motors New & Used Cars

%

DISCOVER THE MARLOW DIFFERENCE | OUR COMMITMENT To TRANSPARENT PRICING | No HIDDEN FEES & No SURPRISES

~

I G

2016 Chrysler 300

6C8354PA

2023 Chrysler Pacifica

$33,500

24R160G 1J9994PA

2021 Jeep Grand Cherokee

8J5459PA

$24,900

2018 Jeep Cherokee

$16,700

$11,700

b

2023 Jeep Wrangler

$29,700

25GJ5A

All Used Vehicle Sale Prices are plus tax, tags & $789 processing fee. Not valid with any other offer & does not apply to prior purchase. Any accessories added by the dealer are additional. All vehicles
are subject to prior sale & while supplies last. Subject to change without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Please call to verify your applicable pricing.

Weekdays until 10pm ¢ No appointment needed i ’ﬁ
FREE pick up & delivery service * All makes & all models t'a'f"' :

— FREE*
23 Point Vehicle
Inspection

Any Repairs You
Need!

*Plus any applicable tax, ies, and fees. Maximum di p
with other offers or specials and does not apply to already discounted services. One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid on previous
charges or invoices. Most vehicles. No cash value. Other Restrictions may apply. See dealer for details. While supplies last. Expires 8/30/25.

d prior to the write-up. Cannot combine

)

Weekdays until 10pm ¢ No appointment needed

FREE pick up & delivery service + All makes & all models Mariow |

$15 OFF*
® Synthetic Ol

| Change &
Tire Rotation
Combination

*Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies, and fees. Maximum discount $100. Coupons must be presented prior to the write-up. Cannot combine
with other offers o specials and does not apply to already discounted services. One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid on previous
charges or invoices. Most vehicles. No cash value. Other Restrictions may apply. See dealer for details. While supplies last. Expires 8/30125.

Weekdays until 10pm ¢ No appointment needed
FREE pick up & delivery service ¢ All makes & all models

™ Breathe Easy Again

$15 OFF*
Your Cabin or
o Engine Filter

2 s
. N 220
*Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies, and fees. Maximum discount $100. Coupons must be presented prior to the write-up. Cannot combine
with other offers or specials and does not apply to already discounted services. One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid on previous
charges or invoices. Most vehicles. No cash value. Other Restrictions may apply. See dealer for details. While supplies last. Expires 8130125,

Weekdays until 10pm ¢ No appointment needed
FREE pick up & delivery service ¢ All makes & all models

Stop Sooner.
Save Bigger!
$25 OFF*
Front or Rear
Brake Pads

*Plus any applicable tax, ies, and fees. Maximum di [ p d prior to the write-up.
with other offers or specials and does not apply to already discounted services. One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid on previous
charges or invoices. Most vehicles. No cash value. Other Restrictions may apply. See dealer for details. While supplies last. Expires 8/30/25.

Weekdays until 10pm * No appointment needed
FREE pick up & delivery service ¢ All makes & all models

FREE*

Battery Test
Replacement
PLUS $20 OFF*

Replacement
if needed

*Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies, and fees. Maximum discount $100. Coupons must be presented prior to the write-up. Cannot combine
with other offers or specials and does not apply to already discounted services. One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid on previous
charges or invoices. Most vehicles. No cash value. Other Restrictions may apply. See dealer for details. While supplies last. Expires 8/30125.

Weekdays until 10pm ¢ No appointment needed
FREE pick up & delivery service ¢ All makes & all models

$30 OFF*
N Any Fluid

Exchange
e Brake ¢ Coolant
e Transmission
* Power Steering
w o Transfer Case
e Front & Rear Axles

*Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies, and fees. Maximum discount $100. Coupons must be presented prior to the write-up. Cannot combine
with other offers or specials and does not apply to already discounted services. One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid on previous

charges or invoices. Most vehicles. No cash value. Other Restrictions may apply. See dealer for details. While supplies last, Expires 8/30125.
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Since 1947

MOTORS FRONT ROYAL

7 Jeep UYrmam

Marlow Motors
707 N Commerce Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-4158 * marlowmotor.com

NOW HIRING Service Technicians: Paid Training * Sign-On Bonus °* Flexible Schedule * Tool Reimbursement




