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Outdoor excursions and inside comfort help with winter freeze

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

	 The unusually bitter cold weath-
er in our area challenges us to find 

creative ways to keep our spirits 
up and here are some entertaining, 
fun, healthy and even educational 
activities to help with that. 
	 Some need to be planned for, 
but others can be done on the spur 
of the moment, with the sudden 
impulse to get out and enjoy na-
ture during the cold season.
	 Just this weekend the New Year 
Market and Fair on Saturday, Janu-
ary 25, at The Front Royal Volun-

teer Fire Rescue Company on 221 
N. Commerce St. will be set up 
from noon to 3:00 p.m. with a vari-
ety of vendors and offering free ad-
mission. It is hosted by Petty Betty 
Treats LLC and DH Farmstead 
and event partner Lively Jane. 
	 And, as always, when folks of 
all ages are looking for a relaxing 
place to sit, browse the shelves 
for books or DVDs, use the com-
puters or the new Memory Lab, 
learn new skills or meet with like-
minded people for events, Samuels 

Public Library at 330 E Criser Rd, 
in Front Royal is a warm, comfort-
able, welcoming place. 
	 Activities, books and a play-
room for kids are at the top of 
their lists of great things to do. 
Special events presented by the 
Youth Services Department for 
the young ones in February are: 
•	 Press Play for Ages 12 to 18 who 
are invited to play games on Nin-
tendo switch in the afternoon.
•	 Special times for the Music & 
Movement program designed for 

babies and toddlers. The library 
staff invites all to “Join our relaxed 
and joyful time with your little 
ones as we listen to music while 
learning some basic movements 
and multisensory activities de-
signed to delight your baby.”
•	 Toddler Story Time offers a 
“potpourri of simple stories, fun 
songs, and a cute craft on Friend-
ship. Siblings are welcome and 
at 11:00 a.m. is Preschool Story 
Time. Come in for Friendship sto-
ries, exciting sing-alongs, finger 
plays, and a nifty craft.
•	 Children ages 6-11 investigate a 
different STEM-related topic with 
Science Scouts bi-weekly. 
	 Some of these activities include 
joining the Master Gardeners as 
they teach about birds in the win-
ter and making a birdseed orna-
ment, growing a Snowflake. For 
the Homeschool Hub, ages 6-11, 
children will work together as they 
go through the scientific method, 
gathering data, and drawing con-
clusions. 
	 And on Saturday, March 1, an 
important message going into 
March comes from the staff an-
nouncing, “This is the last day of 
our Winter Reading Program! Fin-
ish that book and come log it to get 
your prizes!”
	 Registration is required for most 
of these events and to find specific 
dates and times for programs and 
services go to www.samuelslibrary.
net or by calling (540) 635-3153.
	 Or, getting outside, checking 

Samuels Public Library in Front Royal is one of many places around town 
for families to interact with offerings of amazing activities, events, class-
es, and opportunities to learn inside (they even have books!) A giant chess 
set in their front yard adds to its charm, inviting folks to match wits, but 
probably covered in snow right now!When the landscape looks like this, folks can find a variety of things to 

keep them from getting “Cabin Fever” as well as finding boosts for body 
and mind.
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Explore the power of hair tissue 
mineral analysis for your well-being.

Health Coaching & Mineral Balancing 
with Gretchen Anderson, CMBP

Virtual and Mobile Appointments
journeysaheadhealthcoaching@gmail.com
website: journeys-ahead.com
Appointments available T,Th,Sat at:
Old Thyme Medicine Medical Massage and Wellness 
Center. 1096 N. Shenandoah Ave, Front Royal 
540-431-1515. Book at: Oldthymemedicine.com

Heal th  C o a chingHeal th C o a ching

Journeys AheadJourneys Ahead

We are currently 
hiring for the 
following positions:

• Loader Operator
• Class A and/or B Drivers

Positions available:
Full-Time  •  Part-Time  •  Seasonal

If interested, please email your resume or 
inquiries to shenandoahsand@gmail.com or 

stop by our offi ce to fi ll out an application!

1305 Martinsburg Pike • Winchester

400 Weems Lane  •  Winchester, VA 22601
540-678-1791  •  www.MalloyToyota.com

We Buy Cars too!

RE/MAX Real Estate Connections
235 South Street
 Front Royal, Va. 22630

Kathy McLendon, Realtor
cell 540-622-7698
  kathymclendon2016@gmail.com
VA License #0225227296

   Lovely home on a nicely sized lot, featuring 1 
bedroom and 2 full baths, with a beautiful covered deck 
overlooking your own piece of heaven! Step from the 
deck into a spacious living room. Wood beams, a ceiling 
fan, and wood crown molding give this home a cozy 
cabin feel. The kitchen boasts stainless steel appliances, 
perfect for cooking and cozy entertaining! A laundry area 
and a full bath are conveniently located off the kitchen. 
Upstairs, you’ll fi nd a large bedroom with an ensuite bath 
and a walk-in closet. All ceiling fans, mounted TVs, and 
the security cameras/system convey with the home! The 
partial basement offers lots of potential. Recent upgrades 
include a paved road leading right up to the house! Don’t 
miss this listing—it won’t last long!      241 Old Oak Ln  •  Front Royal, VA 22630

CONTEMPORARY IN WARREN COUNTY

$350,000

Coming Soon!
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out wildlife and exploring nature 
can be just the thing everyone 
needs to change their mood. The 
National Environmental Educa-
tion Foundation (NEEF) says that 
a 2022 study revealed that being 
active in natural spaces isn’t just a 
breath of fresh air—it’s a boost for 
your brain.
	 So, as if designed just for that, 
the State Arboretum of Virginia 
and Blandy Experimental Farm 
has a lineup of winter workshops, 
programs and walks to get folks 
out for interesting, informative 
and brisk activities-some sched-
uled to serve up hot chocolate or 
tea as a reward.
	 To register for the following 
events at Blandy, go to https://
blandy.virginia.edu/programs-
events-calendar.
•	 Sunday, January 26th Our Cher-
ished Chestnuts: The Importance 
of a Balanced Ecosystem at 2-3:00 
p.m. Enjoy a mug of hot chocolate 
(or tea!) as you find out all about 
the American Chestnut. Discover 
how the decline of the American 
Chestnut due to chestnut blight 
reshaped local ecosystems and 
economies and learn about how 
scientists are trying to save Ameri-

can Chestnuts from extinction. 
•	 Saturday, February 15th- Boda-
cious Birds from 2-3:00  p.m. Spy 
on our feathered friends! Find out 
how birds find food and shelter in 
the wintertime. Bring binoculars if 
you wish. Meet at the bird feeders 
near the PLC (Parkfield Learning 
Center). Signs will direct you from 
the information kiosk in the front 
parking lot to the bird feeders. 
Free drop-in program. No need to 
register!
•	 What to expect for both of 
these:  An outdoor nature walk 
(less than 1 mile) with clues to 
unravel along the way. All ages 
welcome, but no pets, please! 
Wear comfortable walking shoes 
and dress for the weather. Hot 
chocolate/tea provided! Meet at 
the Blandy library at the Quar-
ters building. Signs will direct you 
from the information kiosk in the 
front parking lot to the library.
•	 Saturday, February 15th 1-2:00 
p.m. - Getting Ready for the Great 
Backyard Bird Count. Learn all 
about the  Great Backyard Bird 
Count, a community science proj-
ect tracking wild bird populations. 
Work with a naturalist to practice 
collecting data. Leave ready to col-
lect data on the birds in your own 
backyard! This is a family-friendly, 
“drop-in” style program—come 
when you want, and stay as long as 
you want. This will be an outdoor 
program with minimal walking. 
All ages welcome. Wear comfort-
able walking shoes and dress for 
the weather. Bring binoculars if 
you wish.  Meet at the bird feeders 
near the PLC (Parkfield Learning 
Center). Signs will direct you from 
the information kiosk in the front 

parking lot to the bird feeders. 
Free drop-in program. No need to 
register!
	 Another family-friendly place 
(indoors) is the Play Favorites Toy 
Store and Arcade in the Royal Pla-
za Shopping Center at 441 South 
Street, in Front Royal, that has 
an abundance of activities for all 
ages, and a focus on children and 
games for everyone to enjoy. Some 
of these are in the huge collection 
of board games and unusual toys, 
a game room to try out games as 
well as an arcade room. Folks can 
come in and play video games. 
Scrabble and Backgammon are 
played weekly. Call (540) 252-4031 
or go to Facebook at www.face-

book.com/weplayfaves.
	 On Valentine’s Day, February 14, 
at 5 p.m., they are hosting a Poetry 
Contest. They have invited any-
one on or off Facebook to “Write a 
poem, listen to a poem, win some 
prizes!”
	 For those looking for great plac-
es for a date night or entertain-
ment at the theater here are just 
two that promise enjoyable, intel-
lectually stimulating performances 
for the months of January, Febru-
ary and March.
	 The Selah Theatre Project’s lat-
est play is The Mountaintop by Ka-
tori Hall, starring Eric Lee Santiful 
& Joanne Thompson. This is a “A 

See WINTER, 4

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
	 Express yourself with great confidence 
this week, Aries. You feel like you are in 
control and well organized. This is a recipe 
for success regarding the things you need 
to accomplish.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
	 Taurus, you have a clear mind this week 
to put plans in place. But you might need 
some inspiration to get started. Avoid pro-
crastinating. 
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
	 There are many tasks that lie ahead this 
week, Gemini,. It will be essential that you 
stay focused. One of the areas to consider 
is changing personal health for the better.
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22 
	 Cancer, you may find you’re an as-
set and sought-after among friends and 
coworkers. Use social situations to your 
advantage to network even more  
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
	 Clear up some space at home so you 
can work more easily, Leo. Too much clut-
ter in your home or work area can be a dis-
traction. Disorganization can make tasks 
harder. 
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
	 Practice being smooth and professional 
in your manner, Virgo. This will be the best 
way to get good results at work. Others 
may be impressed by how you handle 
yourself under pressure.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
	 Libra, you might be very popular with 
superiors at work this week. Use this to 
your advantage to seek out a raise. Ask to 
head an important project.
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
	 Scorpio, you can do anything you set 
your mind to. Share your ideas with others 
and determine which concepts have merit. 
If nothing comes up, go back to the draw-
ing board.
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
	 Others admire your ability to be a good 
friend, Sagittarius. This week you will 
showcase your compassion and humility 
in myriad ways. It might garner you extra 
attention. 
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
	 Capricorn, happy news is coming your 
way this week. Share the good fortune with 
others in your life, either a spouse or a sib-
ling. These people can use some sunshine 
as well.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
	 Aquarius, if at first you don’t succeed, 
you may need to change your approach to 
things. Enlist the help of others to help turn 
your ideas into results.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
	 Develop a better strategy for saving 
money, Pisces. You need some extra funds 
to pay for larger expenses, and clipping 
coupons alone might not be the answer.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

JANUARY 26
	 Joseph Quinn, Actor (31)
JANUARY 27
	 Noah Schnacky, Singer (28)
JANUARY 28
	 Ariel Winter, Actress (27)
JANUARY 29
	 Madison Bailey, Actress (26)
JANUARY 30
	 Christian Bale, Actor (51)
JANUARY 31
	 Justin Timberlake, Singer (44)
FEBRUARY 2
	 Lauren Conrad, TV personality (39)

– https://wfcreport.comLimited dates remain. Book your event now: dan@route11dj.com

Upcoming events with Dan McDermott

*Private clubs open to members and properly invited guests

route11dj.com

Fri. Jan 24, 2025 (7:30-11:30pm) Music Bingo/Karaoke: New Market Eagles*

Sat. Feb 1, 2025 (6-10pm) Music Bingo & Karaoke at Shenandoah Valley Axe 
Throwing Company OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. Front Royal, VA

Fri. Feb 7, 2025 (7:30-11:30pm) Music Bingo/Karaoke at New Market Eagles*

Wed. Feb 12, 2025 (6-9pm) Music Bingo & Karaoke at Box Offi ce Brewery 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 177 E King St, Strasburg, VA 22657

Fri. Feb 14, 2024 (7-11pm) Music Bingo & Karaoke at Mt Jackson Moose*

Sat. Feb 15, 2025 (6-10pm) Music Bingo & Karaoke at Shenandoah Valley 
Axe Throwing Company OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. Front Royal

Fri. Feb 21, 2025 (6-10pm) Front Royal Rotary Gala - Private Event

Sat. Feb 22, 2025 (7:00-10:30pm) Karaoke/Music Bingo: Woodstock Moose*

Sat. Mar 1, 2025 (6-10pm) Music Bingo & Karaoke at Shenandoah Valley Axe 
Throwing Company OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. Front Royal, VA

Fri. Mar 7, 2025 (7:30-11:30pm) Music Bingo/Karaoke New Market Eagles*

Fri. Mar 14, 2025 (7-10pm) Music Bingo & Karaoke at Box Offi ce Brewery
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 177 E King St, Strasburg, VA 22657

Sat. Mar 15, 2025 (6-10pm) Music Bingo & Karaoke at Shenandoah Valley 
Axe Throwing Company OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. Front Royal

Fri. Mar 21, 2024 (7-11pm)
Music Bingo & Karaoke at Mt Jackson Moose*

Open 9am til 9pm
260 Remount Rd Front Royal

(540) 692-3518

Check out our sales!

DAVE’S
DIVERSIFIED SERVICES

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
SERVICE &

INSTALLATION

• Over 30 Years Experience
• Free Estimates

• Oil Furnaces, Boilers,
Heat Pumps & Gas Furnaces

• Ductwork & Air Quality Services
803B N. ROYAL AVENUE • FRONT ROYAL

540.636.3396
www.ddsserviceshvac.com

O� ering Something DIFFERENT in Senior Living
540-636-2008

973 Buck Mountain Road
Bentonville, VA 22610

www.hiddenspringsseniorliving.com

* Assisted Living
* Advanced Care
* Memory Care
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gripping reimagination of events 
the night before the assassination 
of the civil rights leader Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.
	 On April 3, 1968, after deliver-
ing one of his most memorable 
speeches, an exhausted Dr. King 
retires to his room at the Lorraine 
Motel while a storm rages outside. 
When a mysterious stranger ar-
rives with some surprising news, 
King is forced to confront his des-
tiny and his legacy to his people. 
The play is available at the McCoy 

Theatre - Alson Smith Hall, 173 
Skirmisher Lane in Middletown. 
Call (540) 684-5464 for times, or 
visit www.selahtheatreproject.org.
	 For unusual and comic relief, 
they’ll be presenting a fun play in 
downtown Front Royal at Stone-
Branch Center For The Arts, 114 E 
Main St.
	 This is A Scandal in Bodgerton 
on February 14-15 from 6:00 - 9:00 
p.m., promising “An evening of ru-
mors and gossip. A mystery spoof 
based on Bridgerton,” and saying, 
“High society in 1813 Bodgerton 
is a-buzz, from the Queen herself 

down to the kitchen help. Every 
week, a certain ‘L. Whistlewind’ 
releases a new scandal sheet con-
taining the most delicious gossip. 
So far, these rumours have led to 
three elopements, two duels, and 
an onstage riot that ended the op-
era during Act I.
	 For another evening of theater-
going, the Winchester Little The-
ater on 315 West Boscawen Street 
in Winchester, will have a perfor-
mance of 
	 Readers’ Theatre: Henrik Ibsen’s 
A Doll’s House on January 31 and 
is described like this, “In this clas-
sic play by Henrik Ibsen, he pio-
neered modern realistic prose dra-
ma. In the character of Nora, we 
find human struggle epitomized 
against the humiliating constraints 
of social conformity. In Nora’s 
ultimate objection to a smother-
ing marriage and life in ‘A doll’s 
House,’ Ibsen shocked theater go-
ers of the time, but also sparked 
conversation and themes that are 
still extremely relevant and relat-
able today.
	 On February 7, they are offer-

ing Embrace Me: a comedy about 
dating with a disability, explain-
ing that “Dating’s tough enough, 
but try dating when it’s also hard 
to walk. For years, Jack Freeman 
stumbled through life and rela-
tionships without direction or bal-
ance (literally). In 2021, he finally 
met his perfect girlfriend: a dis-
abled artist in New York City.

	 “Then… she dumped him. Now 
Jack has to figure out how to be his 
own perfect disabled girlfriend. 
Join Jack as he learns how to love 
and be loved in this hilarious solo 
show combining stand-up com-
edy with theater, lots of heart, and 
even more limp.”
	 From March 7 to March 22, go 
see Becky’s New Car at Winchester 
Little Theater. “Becky Foster is 
leading her life in the middle…
middle age, middle management, 
and a marriage that is, well, in the 
middle.
	 “Then by chance, she is offered a 
new life with a trunkful of choices 
and consequences. We get to ride 
shotgun in this hilarious comedy 
as Becky cruises straightaways and 
negotiates U-turns…and learns 
there’s more under the hood of her 
new car than she thought!”
	 To find out more, Call 
540.662.3331, or visit https://win-
chesterlittletheatre.org/upcom-
ing-events. Box Office – boxof-
fice@winchesterlittletheatre.org.
	 So, hopefully this winter won’t 
be depressing or boring with so 
many interesting and creative 
things to do, either inside or out-
doors, offering ways to change the 
usual routine - most of them cost-
ing nothing.

– crawford0905@gmail.com

WINTER, from 3

Playing games as a family in the winter helps to connect parents and 
children. Play Favorites Toy Store and Arcade in the Royal Plaza Shop-
ping Center welcomes families and has a huge range of games and game 
nights.

BETH
ASSOCIATE BROKER

540-671-6145  •  beth@whatmattersw2.com

Learn about WHAT MATTERS Partners at www.whatmattersw2.com

201 S. Royal Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-671-6145

Why Call Beth Medved Waller?
20+ years of experience & happy clients
Top Listing Agent in her office since 2007

Donated hundreds of thousands to nonprofits
Experience the WHAT MATTERS WAY–call BETH today!

Douglas Harold, Jr.
Attorney at Law
BANKRUPTCY

DIVORCE

No one wants to file for bankruptcy,  
but when there is no alternative…I can help.  

(Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Only)
Stop Garnishments, Collection Activities and Lawsuits.

Specializing in Uncontested Divorce • Rapid Service - Quick Results

(Under Federal Law we are defined as a Debt Relief Agency. 
We help people file for Bankruptcy Relief under the Bankruptcy Code)

Serving the Northern Shenandoah Valley
Free Initial Telephone Consultation

35 Years Experience
• Reasonable Fees •
douglasharoldjr@yahoo.com

1114 Fairfax Pike, Ste 10
White Post, VA 22663

(540) 869-0040

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Where entertainers perform
  7. Miller beer variety
 10. Ageless
 12. River in SE Europe
 13. Able to be repaired
 14. Type of wrap
 15. Atomic #54
 16. Type of tent
 17. U.S. Treasury position
 18. Opposed to
 19. Protective covering
 21. Bridge building degree
 22. Clouding of the lens
 27. Priestess of Hera loved by Zeus
 28. Unacceptable
 33. Mr. T’s “The A-Team” character
 34. American national park
 36. One point south of due east
 37. Assist in a crime
 38. Greek mythological personification 
of Earth
 39. A major division of geological time
 40. German courtesy title
 41. English family dating back to Norman 
times
 44. Discounts
 45. South American nation
 48. Former Milwaukee Buck Michael
 49. Hostile
 50. Passports and drivers licenses are 
two
 51. Discourages from doing
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Supreme god of ancient Egyptians

  2. Nevada city
  3. Energy, style and enthusiasm
  4. Bird’s beak
  5. Language
  6. Midway between south and southeast
  7. Punjab village
  8. Small biting flies
  9. Sportscaster Patrick
 10. A way to get around
 11. Repeat
 12. A way to cook with fat
 14. Temporary loss of consciousness
 17. Reciprocal of a sine
 18. Fir tree genus
 20. “Transformers” director Michael
 23. Criminals who steal
 24. Genus of leaf-footed bug
 25. Music product
 26. “Talk to you”
 29. Santa says it three times
 30. Doctors’ group
 31. African nation
 32. Ageless
 35. When you hope to get somewhere
 36. Worn
 38. Deprives of vigor
 40. Used to have (Scottish)
 41. Where you live
 42. Muslim ruler title
 43. Basics
 44. Type of drug (abbr.)
 45. Spanish soldier
 46. It precedes two
 47. Illuminated

– https://wfcreport.com

Now hiring
Full time & part time positions available

apply at
MartinsFoods.com/careers
MARTIN’S is an equal opportunity employer.
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	 Friday, January 24, 2025: Mostly 
sunny, with a high near 31. West wind 
3 to 6 mph.
	 Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a 
low around 9. Light west wind.
	 Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 38. Calm wind becoming 
southwest around 6 mph in the morn-
ing.
	 Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 23. Southwest wind 
3 to 6 mph.
	 Sunday: Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 42.
	 Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a 
low around 21.
	 Monday: Sunny, with a high near 
45.
	 Monday Night: Mostly clear, with a 
low around 28.
	 Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 48.
	 Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with 
a low around 27.
	 Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 47.
	 Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 25.
	 Thursday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 43.

ENGLE’S ANGLE:
Three Ads

by Kevin S. Engle

#1 - Needed
 	 A new snowblower.
 	 At least 10 HP.
 	 Ability to throw snow in all direc-
tions.
 	 Schedule determined by Old Man 
Winter.
 	 Must be on call seven days a week.
 	 Willing to work hard.
 	 Dependable.
 	 Free gas and oil.
 	 Lodging provided.
  
#2 - Wanted
	 Someone to operate a new snow-
blower.
 	 Schedule determined by Old Man 
Winter.
 	 Must be on call seven days a week.
 	 Seasonal position.
 	 Willing to work hard.
 	 Dependable.  Trustworthy.
 	 Hot chocolate provided.
 	 Won’t run off to Maui like the last 
one and send selfies while lounging on 

the beach and drinking Mai Tais.
 
#3 - Personal
 	 A new wife.
 	 Knows how to operate a snowblow-
er.
 	 Not a fan of the beach or Mai Tais.
 
	 The author likes hot chocolate, but 
not Mai Tais.  Or Old Man Winter.

– kevinengle456@comcast.net
	 The Best of Engle’s Angle is available 
online or pick up a signed copy at a lo-
cal bookstore. 

Ask Stewart

	 Dear Stewart, The other day I heard 
someone talking about a Witness Tree.  
Is that a tree that appears on Law and 
Order STU (Special Tree Unit)?  

– Wanda in Waterlick

	 Hey Wanda, a Witness Tree does 
have a story to tell, but not in a court-
room.  Here is what I found on the 
Smithsonian website: 
	 A witness tree begins its life like any 
other tree. It sprouts. It grows. And 
then it’s thrust into the spotlight, play-
ing an involuntary part in a significant 
historic event. Often, that event is a 
devastating, landscape-scarring bat-
tle or other tragic moment. Witness 
trees have been known to hide bullets 
they’ve absorbed beneath new layers 
of wood and bark, and they heal other 
visible scars over time. While they 
may look like ordinary trees, they have 
incredible stories to tell. 
	 Travelers, history lovers, some 
park rangers and others have em-
braced these exceptional trees as 
important, living connections to our 
past. In 2006, Paul Dolinsky, chief of 
the National Park Service’s Historic 
American Landscapes Survey, led 
the development of the Witness Tree 
Protection Program, a pilot project 
that identified an initial 24 historically 
and biologically significant trees in the 
Washington, D.C. area. Written histo-
ries and photographs of the trees are 
archived at the Library of Congress. 
“Although trees have longevity, they’re 
ephemeral,” says Dolinsky. “This will 
be a lasting record of the story a tree 
has to tell.”
	 While the pilot program has gained 
some traction, the number of witness 
trees in the U.S. remains unknown. 
One reason why: Some areas where 
witness trees may reside, like battle-
fields, are vast. Another reason: It can 
be difficult to determine a tree’s age 
to confirm it was alive during a sig-
nificant historic event. Boring into a 
tree can answer that question, but it 
can also damage a tree so it’s not often 
done. 
	 To read about some witness trees in 
our area you can go to this link. Point 
your phone camera at it:

	 Your Pal in the Trees,
– Stewart

	 The Front Royal/Warren County 
Tree Steward program began in 1997 
with volunteers dedicated to improv-
ing the health of trees by providing 
educational programs, tree planting 
and care demonstrations, and tree 
maintenance throughout the commu-

nity. The group now consists of over 30 
active members with several interns 
working toward becoming certified tree 
stewards from our annual “All About 
Trees Class”. Each month Stewart will 
answer a question from our readers. 

Please forward it to “Stewart” in care 
of: 

frwctreestewards@comcast.net 
and we may publish it in a future issue. 
Please visit our website at:

www.treesfrontroyal.org

Open 7 Days a Week from 10-6
216 E Main Street Front Royal

540-692-9483
We are your Shenandoah & Front Royal souvenir shop. 

Lot’s of postcards, glasses and much more PLUS new shirts arriving soon!

	 Ice cream is a beloved dessert. The extraordinary 
number of flavor combinations that can be achieved 
simply by mixing together a few ingredients undoubt-
edly contributes to the popularity of ice cream. 
	 For those partial to cherries and almonds, there’s 
nothing better than combining those flavors in this 
recipe for “No-Churn Cherry Bakewell Ice Cream” 
from “Jane’s Patisserie” (Sourcebooks) by Jane 
Dunn.

No-Churn Cherry Bakewell Ice Cream
Serves 10

200	grams pitted cherries (about 1 cup)
450	milliliters double (heavy) cream (about 2 cups)
397	grams condensed milk (14 ounces)
1	 teaspoon almond extract
1⁄2	 teaspoon pink food coloring (optional)
	 Cherries and toasted flaked almonds, to serve

	 Add the pitted cherries to a blender and blitz until 
smooth. Pass through a sieve to remove any lumps 
and set aside.
	 Pour the cream into a bowl and whip to soft peaks.
	 Put the condensed milk, almond extract, pink food 
coloring (if using) and puréed cherries into a separate 
bowl and stir to combine, then pour the mixture into a 
container, like a large loaf tin.
	 Freeze for at least 5 to 6 hours, or preferably over-
night so it has time to get the correct texture. Remove 
from the freezer about 20 minutes before serving to 
allow it to soften slightly. Scoop into bowls and serve 
topped with fresh cherries and toasted flaked al-
monds.

– wfcreport.com

Cherry-almond ice cream is 
a scoop above the rest
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Legal battle erupts over Shenandoah rail restoration
Member alleges Civil War preservation group is jeopardizing its mission with $23 million plan to restore freight service

By Nathaniel Cline
Virginia Mercury
Jan 22, 2025

	 The Shenandoah Valley Battle-
fields Foundation, known for pre-
serving the Civil War and historic 
sites, is facing legal action from one 
of its own members over plans to 
restore an inactive Manassas Gap 
rail line in the Shenandoah Valley. 
	 Frank Cihlar, a foundation mem-
ber, filed a lawsuit Friday in Shenan-
doah County Circuit Court, alleg-
ing the organization has “no legal 
authority” to restore commercial 
freight service on the rail corridor 

owned by Norfolk Southern Cor-
poration. Cihlar argues the founda-
tion’s involvement strays far from 
its mission and threatens its federal 
tax-exempt status. 
	 “What the heck is a tax-exempt 
foundation that gets deductible 
contributions … getting involved 
in this issue that has nothing to do 
with the Civil War,” Cihlar said in an 
interview. 
	 Last year, the foundation part-
nered with the Shenandoah Rail 
Corridor Coalition to negotiate a 
$23 million letter of intent with 
Norfolk Southern to purchase the 
nearly 50-mile corridor, which 

stretches from Front Royal to Rock-
ingham County.
	 Cihlar’s lawsuit seeks to block 
the foundation from proceeding 
with efforts to restore commercial 
freight service, arguing the project 

contradicts the organization’s char-
ter and management plan. He asked 
the court to intervene and halt what 

he considers a misuse of the foun-
dation’s resources and mission.
	 Mark Perreault, a retired in-
house counsel for Norfolk South-
ern Corporation, chairs the foun-
dation’s Board of Trustees, while 
foundation CEO Keven Walker 
serves as both the organization’s 
spokesman and a representative for 
the foundation and of the Shenan-
doah Rail Corridor Coalition.
	 In a statement, the foundation 
defended its efforts to preserve the 
Manassas Gap Railroad, a site des-
ignated as historic by the U.S. Sec-
retary of the Interior over 25 years 
ago.  
	 “Our discussions regarding the 
preservation of the railroad have 
been undertaken in close consulta-
tion with governing authorities and 
in a manner consistent with our by-
laws and mission,” the foundation 
stated. “We look forward to shar-
ing the merits of our position and 
advancing public dialogue regard-
ing an important opportunity to 
preserve a significant piece of our 
shared history.” 
	 But Cihlar’s complaint argues 
that the Shenandoah Valley Battle-
field Foundation is acting beyond 
its legal authority by pursuing its 
railway restoration plans. He con-
tends that neither the foundation’s 
Articles of Incorporation or the fed-
eral statute under which it operates 
permits such activities. 
	 “You don’t have to be a tax law-
yer to know that the operation of a 

An aerial view of the bridge over the North Fork of the Shenandoah River. (Courtesy of Friends of the Shenandoah Rail Trail)

3-BR, 2-BA Cottage is within walking 
distance of downtown Historic Strasburg, VA.  This one level living has a covered front porch to relax 
on. Enjoy this open fl oor plan w/stainless appl., new fridge, shaker style cabinets, granite counters. 
Nice fairly level lot with a fenced yard. Driveway pkg. for 2 vehicles. Open House Sat. Feb 1 from 1-3.
465 Ash St
Strasburg, VA 22657
VASH2009566 • $314,900

Adorable Ranch in Shenandoah Co.

PRICE DROP!!
$314,900

R E A L T O R S®

Martha Buracker, Weichert Realtors - Licensed in Virginia
824 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal, VA 22630

Cell: 540-671-6349  Offi ce:  540-635-8000  
marthaburacker@gmail.com

OPEN HOUSE

   S
at Feb 1 fro

m 1-3

MASTERS OF ALL THINGS

HARDWARIAN
FRONT ROYAL

Ramsey True Value Hardware
703 North Royal Avenue • Phone (540) 635-2547

BERRYVILLE
Berryville True Value Hardware

600 East Main St • Phone (540) 955-1900

Tues.-Sat. 8–4 (Lobby closed 11am-12 noon for lunch)

540-622-8085
www.ShearElegancePetBoutique.com

918 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal, Va.

Shear Elegance Pet Boutique
Dogs & Cats Welcome

$18 Nail Trim • Call for Appointment

“We Give Your Pets the Love,
Care & Respect they Deserve”
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commercial freight railroad is not 
charitable by defi nition, it isn’t edu-
cational and it isn’t scientifi c,” Cih-
lar said.
 If the court rules in his favor, Ci-
hlar said, the foundation would be 
required to recover all funds alleg-
edly spent on studies and related 
eff orts to restore the rail line, and 
any additional contracts would be 
nullifi ed.
 In 2020, Virginia began study-

ing the feasibility of converting the 
inactive Norfolk Southern rail seg-
ment in the Shenandoah Valley into 
a multi-use recreational trail. Four 
years later, with the study complete, 
the community remains divided 
over how to best use the nearly 50-
mile corridor.
 Th e state allocated up to $35 
million to “buy land for the pro-
posed rail, trail and conduct in ini-
tial planning in site development.” 

Some community organizers advo-
cate for developing a public trail for 
pedestrians and cyclists, citing its 
potential for recreational use and 
tourism. 
 Meanwhile, the Shenandoah 
Valley Battlefi elds Foundation and 
the Shenandoah Rail Corridor Co-
alition struck a deal with Norfolk 
Southern to create a 450-acre lin-
ear park featuring an excursion and 
freight railway.

 Critics argue that restoring the 
rail line while building a parallel 
trail could become prohibitively ex-
pensive. 
 Last June, Walker, the foundation 
CEO, said the coalition solicited 
bids to revive the rail line and sug-
gested that applicants could use the 
$35 million in state funds to make 
the necessary repairs. However, 
language in the state budget speci-
fi ed that any land acquisition for 

the trail “shall not preclude the con-
sideration of options to maintain 
rail transportation in the corridor.”
 Virginia Secretary of Transpor-
tation Shep Miller said the state is 
now conducting a second study to 
examine a “broad variety of poten-
tial options” for the corridor. Th e 
study remains under development, 
and VDOT anticipates the release 
of the Phase 1 Report and a public 
input process in spring 2025.

3 Locations!

Check out our Facebook Page for Weekly Updated Pictures & SALE Information!!

476 North Main St.
(former Ben Franklin Store)

WOODSTOCK  540-459-2655

Valley Treasures
466 North Main St.

(To right of On Second Thought!)
WOODSTOCK  540-459-2334

On Second Thought
390 East King Street, Suite 6

(Beside Blue Ridge Hospice Thrift Shop)
STRASBURG  540-465-2655

On Second Thought Consign & Thrift

WOODSTOCKWOODSTOCK

STRASBURGSTRASBURG
Want to freshen up your wardrobe or space with the latest styles?
We have you covered in both locations at On Second Thought Consign & Thrift and 
also at Valley Treasures!

Strasburg and Woodstock...we’ve got you covered!! With daily sales and most items 
being 25% to 90% off, you’ll fi nd a deal you can’t say no to! You’ll fi nd the latest styles at 
a fraction of the cost!! Looking for unique or quality furniture? You must check out Valley 
Treasures in Woodstock just a few doors down from On Second Thought as we have 
over 100 vendors under one roof including antiques, Longaberger baskets and so much 
more including vintage items! You won’t leave empty handed!! See you soon....

WOODSTOCKWOODSTOCK

Come by SOON and see the huge selection 
of clothes and great unique gifts! PREVENTING OUTAGES

ENSURING QUALITY POWER
PREVENTING OUTAGES

ENSURING QUALITY POWER

 www.myrec.coop

235 Chester Street, Front Royal, Virginia235 Chester Street, Front Royal, Virginia
540-635-2815 • donahoesflorist.com540-635-2815 • donahoesflorist.com

Tuxedo 
rental 

available

– Whimsical Flowers & Gift Shop –
Donahoe’sDonahoe’s

Feb. 14 is Feb. 14 is 
Valentine’s Day!!Valentine’s Day!!

Plan ahead,Plan ahead,
call us call us todaytoday!!

HU HU HU –– A Love Song to GodA Love Song to GodA Love Song to God
……… A gift to youA gift to youA gift to youA gift to youA gift to youA gift to youA gift to youA gift to youA gift to you

Sing HU and discover:Sing HU and discover:
A key to open your heart, andA key to open your heart, and

Experiences of peace and calm

For more information: https://eck-va.org

Virginia Satsang Society, Inc., a Chartered Affiliate of Eckankar

EckankarEckankarEckankar Presents Presents -

540-635-7064

www.facebook.com/royaloakcomputers
www.royaloakcomputers.com

203 E. Main St.
Front Royal, Va.

Computers aren’t just for work.
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2024 December Indictments
October Term

Clara Isabel Del Carmen 
Lopez

	 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about September 
28, 2024, in the County of War-
ren, Clara Isabel Del Carmen 
Lopez, age unavailable, of the 
300 block of Flynn Dr.,  Front 
Royal, VA 22630, did unlawful-
ly and feloniously maliciously 
shoot, stab, cut, wound or by 
any means, cause bodily injury 

to Justin Oliver, with the intent 
to maim, disfigure, disable or 
kill, and thereby caused Justin 
Oliver to be severely injured 
and to suffer permanent and 
significant physical impair-
ment.

Gilbert Marcus Smith
	 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about September 
17, 2024, in the County of War-
ren, Gilbert Marcus Smith, 62, 
of the 200 block of Cloud St., 
Front Royal, VA 22630, did un-

lawfully and feloniously, know-
ingly and intentionally possess 
a controlled substance listed in 
Schedule I or Schedule II of the 
Drug Control Act.

Angela Marie Jenkins
	 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
Angela Marie Jenkins, age un-
available, of the 100 block of 
Shangri-La Rd., Bentonville, 
VA 22610, with three counts. 
COUNTS ONE and TWO: In 
the County of Warren, Angela 
Marie Jenkins did unlawfully 
and feloniously, knowingly 
and intentionally possess a 
controlled substance listed in 
Schedule I or Schedule II of the 
Drug Control Act and feloni-
ously possess with the intent to 
manufacture, sell, give, or dis-
tribute, a controlled substance. 

COUNT THREE: did unlaw-
fully and feloniously while be-
ing a prisoner in a state, local, 
or community correctional 
facility or in the custody of an 
employee thereof, possess a 
chemical compound which 
the accused had not lawfully 
received. Dates of the offenses 
were on or about June 2, and 
July 22, 2024,

Jamie Leann Showers
	 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
Jamie Leann Showers, 27, of 
the 100 block of N. Charles St., 
Front Royal, VA 22630, with 
two counts. COUNTS ONE 
and TWO: In the County of 
Warren Jamie Leann Showers 
did unlawfully and feloniously, 
knowingly and intentionally 
possess a controlled substance 

listed in Schedule I or Sched-
ule II of the Drug Control Act. 
Dates of the offenses were on 
or about May 10, and June 20, 
2024.

DC Jason Banks, Jr.
	 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
DC Jason Banks, Jr., 25, ad-
dress unavailable, with two 
counts. COUNT ONE: In the 
County of Warren, DC Jason 
Banks, Jr., did unlawfully and 
feloniously buy, receive, or aid 
in concealing stolen property, 
having a value of $1,000 or 
more, knowing that the prop-
erty had been stolen. COUNT 
TWO: did unlawfully and fe-
loniously, having received a 
visible or audible signal from 
a law-enforcement officer to 
bring his motor vehicle to a 
stop, drive such motor vehicle 
in a willful or wanton disregard 
of such signal so as to interfere 
with or endanger the operation 
of the law-enforcement vehicle 
or endanger a person, and the 
speed of the accused exceed-
ed the maximum allowed by 
twenty miles per hour. Date of 
the offenses was on or about 
August 17, 2024.

Jamie Scott Neale
	 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about January 5, 
2024, in the County of Warren, 
Jamie Scott Neale, 43, address 
unavailable, did unlawfully and 
feloniously destroy, deface, 
damage or remove the prop-
erty of Heather Hederick, with 
the value of or damage to such 
property being $1,000 or more.

INDICTMENTS

USS Sterett conducts routine operations as part 
of the Carl Vinson Carrier Strike Group

SOUTH CHINA SEA (Jan. 15, 2025) – Seaman Brendan Cassidy, of Win-
chester, Va., makes an announcement over the ship’s 1MC from the 
pilothouse aboard the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer 
USS Sterett (DDG 104), Jan. 15, 2025. The Carl Vinson Carrier Strike 
Group is underway conducting routine operations in the U.S. 7th Fleet 
area of operations. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Special-
ist 3rd Class Brianna Walker)

autocareclinic.comkiblersautocareclinic.com

6768 Winchester Road
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 635-BILL (2455)

861 South Main Street
Woodstock, VA 22664

(540) 459-5755

Free Loaner Cars or Shuttle Service!
Premier Customer Service
Car Care Club Discounts!

YOU can be a part of our Cars Changing Lives 
Ministry as we change lives, one car at a time! 
Please visit www.carschanginglives.com

Woodstock, VaWoodstock, Va
Front Royal, VaFront Royal, Va

Open  M-F 7:00 am to 5:30 pmOpen  M-F 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Local Family Owned & Operated

Got Vehicle Issues? We Can Fit You In!
Closed Weekends for Family Time!

Team Shenandoah Valley, Your BEST Move Yet!!
235 South Street • Front Royal, VA 22630

EEach O�  ce Independently Owned and Operated

SANDRA STRICKLER
DBA: SANDRA BROOKMAN REALTOR ®
540-671-0020
tsvsells@gmail.com

CRYSTAL ELLIOTT
540-671-5850 
realtorcrystalelliott@gmail.com

Thinking of  selling? Want to know what your home is worth? 
Contact Us!! We offer a ‘no obligation’ market analysis for You! 
With 24+ years of experience, you can’t go wrong!!

Month to month,
no contract 
memberships available

Month to month,
no contract 
memberships available

(540) 636-3400  •  www.fitevofr.com  •  485 South St.
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Khalik Coleman Tinnell-
Taylor

 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about July 23, 2024, 
in the County of Warren, Kha-
lik Coleman Tinnell-Taylor, 21, 
of the 300 block of Cherrydale 
Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630, 
did unlawfully and feloniously 
steal U.S. Currency, having a 
value of $1,000 or more, be-
longing to Martha Taylor.

Richard Allen Dean, II
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
Richard Allen Dean, II, 37, of 
the 900 block of Goodview Dr., 

Front Royal, VA 22630, with 
52 counts. COUNTS ONE 
through FIFTY-TWO: In the 
County of Warren, Richard 
Allen Dean, II, did unlawfully 
and feloniously and knowingly 
possess videos of child por-
nography, screenshot photos 
of child pornography, and felo-
niously and knowingly repro-
duce, sell, give away, distribute, 
electronically transmit, display 
purchase, or possess videos of 
child pornography with the 
intent to sell, give away, dis-
tribute, transmit, or display 
them. Th e accused previously 
has committed a violation of 
subsection C of 18.2-374.1:1 

in violation of Section 18.2-
374.1:1 of the Code of Virginia, 
1950, as amended. VCC: OBS-
3681-F9. Dates of the off enses 
were on or about September 
10, 2023, January 7, Febru-
ary 5, February 8, February 
23, February 25, February 26, 
March 5, April 14, June 10, and 

July 21, 2024.
A Grand Jury Indictment 

is only a charge and not evi-
dence of guilt. Th e defendants 
are entitled to a fair trial with 
the burden on the government 
to prove guilt beyond a reason-
able doubt.

– news@warrencountyreport.com

Limited dates remain.
Book your event now:
dan@route11dj.com

Upcoming events with
Dan McDermott

*Private clubs open to members and 
properly invited guests

route11dj.com

Fri. Jan 24, 2025 (7:30-11:30pm)
Music Bingo & Karaoke at 
New Market, Va. Eagles*

Sat. Feb 1, 2025 (6-10pm)
Music Bingo & Karaoke at Shenandoah 

Valley Axe Throwing Company
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. 

Front Royal, VA 22630

Fri. Feb 7, 2025 (7:30-11:30pm)
Music Bingo & Karaoke at 
New Market, Va. Eagles*

Wed. Feb 12, 2025 (6-9pm)
Music Bingo & Karaoke at Box Offi ce 

Brewery OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 177 E 
King St, Strasburg, VA 22657

Fri. Feb 14, 2024 (7-11pm)
Music Bingo & Karaoke at 

Mt Jackson Moose*

Sat. Feb 15, 2025 (6-10pm)
Music Bingo & Karaoke at Shenandoah 

Valley Axe Throwing Company
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. 

Front Royal, VA 22630

Fri. Feb 21, 2025 (6-10pm)
Front Royal Rotary Gala at Shenandoah 

Valley Golf Club - Private Event

Sat. Feb 22, 2025 (7:00-10:30pm)
Karaoke/Music Bingo at 
Woodstock, Va. Moose*

Sat. Mar 1, 2025 (6-10pm)
Music Bingo & Karaoke at Shenandoah 

Valley Axe Throwing Company
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. 

Front Royal, VA 22630

Fri. Mar 7, 2025 (7:30-11:30pm)
Music Bingo/Karaoke New Market Eagles*

Banquet/Event Space
• 5,280 sq ft Banquet Hall
• Accessible Entrance/Restrooms
• Private Kitchen

301 North Fork Rd Front Royal
Call 540-749-2022

or email Cwhit.am@nfra.com

Call to 
Book a Tour 

Today!

Replacement Windows • Power Washing
Decks & Porches • Roof Repair • Additions

Finished Basements • Fine Carpentry
Ceramic Tile • Interior & Exterior Painting
Floor Covering • Tree & Yard Work • Siding

Call Buck
540-551-2673

BS Building, Remodeling
& Handyman Service

With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. 
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!

Humane Society of Warren CountyHumane Society of Warren County
1245 Progress Dr, Front Royal, VA 22630  •  (540) 635-4734

Daisy’s ad sponsored by:

Bentonville, VA • 636-2671
hillbillysjunkyard.com

Hillbilly’s Junkyard
Hillbilly has what you NEED!
4381 Stonewall Jackson Hwy

Little Khloe is 7-9 
year old Dachshund 
mix who is full of 
love to give. She is 
looking for a home 
where she can be 
the only dog but 
is okay with cat 
friends who leave 

her be. She would prefer older kids as she is old 
lady who doesn’t want to pulled and tugged on 
by children. She is great on leash and is quite a 
mellow girl.

Choco is a 2 yr old male 
American Staffordshire Ter-
rier who is extremely sweet 
and friendly. Unfortunately 
he ended up at the shelter 
with his friend Ginger, after 
their beloved owner passed 
away. Choco misses his dad 

very much and would love to fi nd a family to love 
him just as much as his dad did. He is good with 
other dogs, seems very interested in kitties and 
would do great with kids but may knock down 
small ones as he is a beef cake. 

Roxy-Dane is an 
8-year-old Great Dane 
mix with a gentle soul. 
Initially shy around new 
people, she warms up 
with patience and would 
thrive in a calm, cat-
free home. Roxy-Dane 
prefers the company 
of laid-back dogs and 

enjoys peaceful coexistence. She walks well on 
a leash and is spayed, microchipped, and up-to-
date on vaccinations.

Daisy is a 3 year old petite 
lab mix who is extremely 
loving and loyal to her 
people. She is looking for 
a home where she can be 
the only pet. An adult home 
only would be best for Miss 
Daisy. She loves to play, 
cuddle and give kisses.

Khloe’s ad sponsored by:

Music Music 
BingoBingo

at YOUR Business at YOUR Business 
Event/Party!Event/Party!
route11dj.comroute11dj.com

Choco’s ad sponsored by:

Hot Tub Heaven
Vacation Cabins

HotTubHeaven@yahoo.com
www.hthva.com

540-636-1522

Dog
Friendly!

Roxy-Dane’s ad sponsored by:

Boarding Kennels & Grooming
125 Spicewood Lane • Front Royal 

540-635-8979

SDriver Improvement Clinic - Licensed by DMV
“Better Driving Through Better Training”

DMV/Court Ordered  •  Work  •  New Drivers
Volunteer (earn points)  •  Insurance Rate Reduction

Call 24/7 • (540) 635-9015 • Craig Strickler: Veteran Owned & Operated

Saturday: Feb. 1, 2025Saturday: Feb. 1, 2025
Cost of the 8 hr class is $7500  •  From 8am - 5pm

at the Double Tree Hotel (old Holiday Inn)
111 Hospitality Dr. Front Royal, Va. 22630

Tony’s TiresTony’s Tires

Convenient Location Across 7th St. Next to Ramsey's
11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal • 540-551-0922

NEW Expanded Services!!
• New Brand Name Tires
• Steering & Suspension Components
• Mounting & Balancing
• Custom Wheels

• Oil Changes
• Brake Jobs
• Flat Repairs
• Great Prices!

TonysTiresFrontRoyal.com
Closed Sun. & � urs.
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Sharon Ann Bonner Miller

 Sharon Ann Bonner Miller, 72, of 
Front Royal, Virginia fell into eternal 
rest while surrounded by her loving 
family on January 19, 2025 at Warren 
Memorial Hospital.
 Sharon was born on December 18, 
1952 in Sacramento, California to her 
late mother, Pamela J. Bonner, and her 
father, Retired U.S. Air Force Colonel 
William T. Bonner, Jr. She was also 
preceded in death by her son, Wesley 
Bonner Miller, her sister, Jean Marie 
Flowers, and her brother, L. J. (Butch) 
Bonner.
 Along with her father, she is sur-
vived by her loving husband of 52 
years, Christopher J. Miller, Sr.; 
brother, William T. (Billy) Bonner III; 
sister, Catherine A. Bonner; sister, 
Marie E. Holmes and husband Scott; 
her sister-in-law, Kathy Bonner; her 
children, Holly Leach, Christopher 
Miller Jr., Michael Miller, Joseph 
Miller; eighteen grandchildren; two 
great-grandchildren; and many cous-
ins in England, including her mother’s 
namesake, Pamela Peacock.
 Sharon was a devout Catholic with 
a deep faith, the matriarch of her fam-
ily, and an irreplaceable fount of love, 
generosity, and authentic British wit. 
She dedicated her life to her family 
and was truly the heart of her home. 
She was a talented cook and was hap-
piest at home surrounded by her be-
loved family. Her grandchildren were 
her crowning glory.
 A Requiem Mass will be held at 1 
p.m. on Monday, January 27, 2025 at 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Chapel, 
5267 John Marshall Hwy, Linden, 
Virginia 22642 with Reverend John 

Carlisle offi  ciating. Directly following 
the Mass, her burial will take place at 
Prospect Hill Cemetery. Th e family 
will be receiving visitors on Sunday, 
January 26, 2025 from 6-8 p.m.at Mad-
dox Funeral Home, 105 W Main St., 
Front Royal, Virginia 22630. Reverend 
Carlisle will lead a Rosary for the re-
pose of Sharon’s soul at 7:30 p.m.
 Pallbearers will be her sons and el-
dest grandsons.

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser

 Join us for a delicious spaghetti din-
ner to support the Miss Military Star 
West Virginia and Virginia queens 
on their journey to nationals in Erie, 
Pennsylvania, this summer!
 Date: Saturday, February 1, 2025
 Time: 4:00 PM
 Location: Brookside Church, 2425 
First Street, Middletown, VA
 Enjoy a meal for just $10, which in-
cludes spaghetti, Italian bread, dessert, 
and a drink. Military members and 
veterans eat for free!
 Takeout is available!
 Additional items: Pop and water are 
$1.
 Th ere will also be raffl  e baskets to 
make the evening even more exciting.
 Come out to support this great 
cause – we hope to see you there!

Steve Foster

 On January 18. 2025, Steve Foster, 
74, went home to be with the good 
Lord.
 Th e family will receive friends from 
1-2 p.m. followed by a memorial ser-
vice at 2 p.m. on Saturday, January 25 
at the Front Royal Fire Department 
with Pastor Bill McHenry offi  ciating.  
Inurnment will be private.
 Steve was born September 30, 1950 
and grew up in Flint Hill where he 
spent his childhood years hunting, 
fi shing and making memories with his 
brothers and cousins.
 He is preceded in death by his par-
ents, Bertha and David Foster of Flint 
Hill.
 Steve leaves behind his beloved 
wife, Pam; his children, Davey (Keva), 
Shane, Jessica (Shane), and Adam 
(Bernie); his cherished grandchildren, 
Skyla, Isaac, Aubrey, and Abriella; his 

brothers, Bernie F. (Becky) and Mike 
F. (Alice); sister, Bobby Jo Adams 
(Frank); cousin, Johnny (Karen); and 
his best friend, Kirby Covert.
 In 1999, he made a life changing 
commitment turning from a life of 
bars to the Bible and using his expe-
rience to spread the word of God.  
Th roughout his life Steve faced many 
hardships but he always credited God 
for helping him to overcome them.
 Steve’s life touched many people 
as a devoted father, loving husband 
proud pappy, loyal friend, coach, and 

most importantly, a faithful follower of 
Christ.  He was known for his ability 
to listen, his unwavering faith, and his 
desire to share the love of the Lord in 
all aspects of his life. Whether through 
mule shows, jail ministry, school visits, 
charity events, or building the Amaz-
ing Grace Gospel Barn with special 
companion, Gracie the mule, Steve 
made it his mission to serve God and 
others.
 Never ashamed of his humble be-
ginnings, Steve used his past to form 
lasting relationships and to show how 

God can transform a life. In honoring 
Steve’s legacy, we encourage you to 
follow God’s will in your life.  As Steve 
often said, “God doesn’t promise you a 
smooth ride, but a smooth landing”.
 We deeply appreciate the kind 
words, thoughts and prayers you have 
shared with us during this diffi  cult 
time.
 Rest in peace, Steve.  Your legacy of 
faith, love, and service will continue to 
inspire us all.
 Love, the Foster Family
 In lieu of fl owers, donations can be 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Licensed & Insured  •  Free Estimates

* Serving Front Royal for 25 years! *

(540) 222-0521
(540) 631-0666

HamricksRoofi ng@gmail.com

Hamrick’s
Sudoku!

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle 
will have you hooked from the 
moment you square o� , so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as 
a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out 
the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier 
it gets to solve the puzzle! (Answer 
in back.)Seasons are changing!  Perfect time to get your cat 

and dog spayed and neutered!  Spay Today is our 
area’s non-profit, reduced-priced spay and neuter 
program.  CHOOSE from MANY vets over a WIDE area!  
At the time of surgery, initial shots and tests can also 
be obtained at lower rates.
Contact Spay Today: 
www.spay-today.org 
or call 304-728-8330
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made to Pam Foster at United Bank in 
Front Royal.

Ensign Kali Williams-Truitt

Winchester native to graduate from 
U.S. Navy officer academy

By Megan Lemly 
Navy Office of Community Outreach

	 MILLINGTON, Tenn. – Ensign 
Kali Williams-Truitt, a native of Win-
chester, Virginia, will graduate from 
the U.S. Navy’s Limited Duty Officer/
Warrant Officer/Chief Warrant Of-
ficer (LDO/WO/CWO) Academy on 
Jan. 31.
	 Williams-Truitt, a 2011 graduate of 
John Handley High School, joined the 
Navy 12 years ago.
	 “I joined the Navy for the opportu-
nity to travel and to continue a family 
tradition of service,” Williams-Truitt 

said.
	 The skills and values needed to suc-
ceed in the Navy are similar to those 
found in Winchester.
	 “Early on I learned that hard work 
is required to achieve your goals,” Wil-
liams-Truitt said.
	 The LDO/WO/CWO Academy is 
one of four officer accession programs 
operating at Officer Training Com-
mand Newport (OTCN) Newport, 
Rhode Island. The academy prepares 
officers to become effective leaders by 
developing fundamental skills in lead-
ership, written and oral communica-
tion, career management and admin-
istration.
	 The U.S. Navy is celebrating its 
250th birthday this year.
	 According to Navy officials, “Amer-
ica is a maritime nation and for 250 
years, America’s Warfighting Navy 
has sailed the globe in defense of free-
dom.”
	 With 90% of global commerce trav-
eling by sea and access to the internet 
relying on the security of undersea 
fiber optic cables, Navy officials con-
tinue to emphasize that the prosperity 
of the United States is directly linked 
to recruiting and retaining talented 
people from across the rich fabric of 
America.
	 Before joining the academy, Wil-
liams-Truitt served as an enlisted 
petty officer first class. After gradua-
tion, Williams-Truitt will serve as an 
officer aboard, USS Gerald R. Ford, an 
aircraft carrier operating out of Nor-
folk, Virginia.
	 Williams-Truitt has many oppor-
tunities to achieve accomplishments 
during military service.
	 “I am most proud of successful de-

ployments and my selection as a naval 
officer,” Williams-Truitt said.
	 Williams-Truitt serves a Navy that 
operates far forward, around the 
world and around the clock, promot-
ing the nation’s prosperity and secu-
rity.
	 “I am honored to be able to lead 
my sailors in a new path or role,” Wil-
liams-Truitt added.

Samuels Public Library Adult 
Programming: February, 2025

	 You can find and register for all 
library events on our website, www.
samuelslibrary.net

One-Time Events
	 Studio 330: Cardmaking Saturday, 
February 1st from 11:00 AM to 1:00 
PM In person. Learn some paper craft 
techniques to create custom cards just 
in time for Valentine’s Day!
	 Studio 330: Sewing 201 Hemming 
- Wednesday, February 5th from 5:00 
PM to 6:30 PM - In person. Have the 
basics of sewing under your belt? 
This workshop will introduce you to 
hemming using a sewing machine. 
Bring your project to learn hemming 
techniques for pants, skirts, or other 
hemmed material. (Must have com-
pleted Sewing 101 or have a basic 
working knowledge of using a sewing 
machine.)
	 Studio 330: Sewing 101 Parts 1 and 

2 - Wednesday, February 19th and 
February 26th from 5:00 PM to 6:30 
PM - In person. New to sewing? This 
two part workshop will introduce you 
to the very basics of using a sewing 
machine to create a simple project. 
Sessions will be held on February 19th 
and February 26th.
	 Author Presentation: “Southern 
Girls Always Survive” with Author 
Rocky Yost - Wednesday, February 
26th from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM - In 
person. Join author Rocky Yost in a 
discussion of his debut novel, “South-
ern Girls Always Survive,” a women’s 
crime fiction tale about survival, per-
sistence, and self-determination.

Tana Hoffman
Realtor, SFR, CMRS, CRS
Licensed in Virginia

540-671-1994 111 East King St.
Strasburg, VA 22657
sagerrealestate.comSelling the Shenandoah
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Karaoke & MUSIC BINGO 
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Music Bingo & Karaoke: WEDNESDAY Feb 12, 2025:  6-9pm

See NEWS, 12
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Ongoing Programs
	 General Education Development 
(GED) Class - Every Tuesday & Thurs-
day from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM - In 
person. Samuels Public Library is 
proud to host Laurel Ridge Com-
munity College’s General Education 
Development course. This course is 
completely free. Let this course be the 
stepping stone to your success. More 
information on registration dates and 
deadlines can be found on the LRCC 
website - https://laurelridge.edu/
adult-education
	 What the Tech! - Every Tuesday 
from 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM - In person. 
Need help with technology? Come by 
the library’s Meeting Room B where 
we will be going over computers and 
other technology basics. Having trou-
ble with your phone, tablet, laptop, 
or other device? Bring it in, and we’ll 
help!
	 Studio 330: Embroidery Club - Ev-
ery Thursday from 10:00 PM to 12:00 
PM - In person. Join us for Hand Em-
broidery Stitchers every Thursday 
morning! Bring your own needlework 
project to work on for a morning of 
crafting and socializing. 
	 Studio 330 Walk-in Hours - Every 
Thursday from 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
- In person. Come tour Studio 330 or 
bring your project to work on. Walk-
In hours are provided on a first come, 

first serve basis. During the month of 
February we are accepting donations 
for our Spring Craft Swap to be held in 
March. Donate your unused craft sup-
plies, materials, and more and receive 
a ticket to be the first to pick from the 
extra stash. *Glowforge is not avail-
able during walk-in hours. No food or 
drinks allowed in the studio and pa-
trons between 13-17 must be accom-
panied by an adult.
	 Bad Romance - Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 5th from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
- First Wednesday of every month. 
In person. Do you consider yourself 
a hopeless romantic?  Are bad ro-
mances a guilty pleasure of yours? 
Then you should join us for Bad Ro-
mance, where Samuels Public Library 
will have a themed discussion for the 
romance genre every month. The 
theme for the month of February is 
Blind Dates/Speed Dating! Indulge 
us with your favorite romance books, 

movies, music or other media related 
to the topic, and possibly discover a 
new treat in this awesome informal 
discussion! New members are always 
welcome!
	 Studio 330: Genealogy Club - 
Wednesday, February 12th from 6:00 
PM to 7:30 PM - Second Wednesday 
of every month. In person. Join us 
February 12th for a Valentine’s Day 
themed makerspace activity! We will 
craft unique valentines with informa-
tion on you or your loved ones’ mar-
riage (names, dates, etc) using the 
Cricut Cutting machine! Make sure to 
come so you can also use our preser-
vation resources such as VHS, VHS C, 
audio cassette, 8mm, and super 8 digi-
tization equipment offered in Studio 
330!
	 Books & Beyond - Thursday, Febru-
ary 13th from 6:00 PM to 7:45 PM  - 
Second Thursday of every month. In 
person. Do you love books and shar-

ing them as much as we do? Join us to 
delve into new worlds of conversation 
about new books at your community’s 
public library! The theme this month 
is POETRY: narrative poetry, dramatic 
poetry, lyric poetry, or books about 
poetry.
	 Phoenix Project - Hope for New 

Beginnings - Tuesday, February 18th 
from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM - Third Tues-
day of every month. In person. Serv-
ing all members of the Front Royal/
Warren County community who have 
experienced or are currently experi-
encing domestic violence or sexual 
assault, Phoenix Project Advocates 

(866) 491-9867
*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions 
may apply.  This offer expires 3/31/2025. Each dealership is independently owned and operated.  **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers 
who qualify/Participating dealers only.  See your dealer for details.   ©2024 BCI.
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This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc 
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by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its 
affi liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding 
if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy 
and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License 
numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/
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New Market Eagles
135 White Mill Road
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Sharon Daniels
Licensed in VA & WV
www.SharonLDaniels.com
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are available to provide crisis inter-
vention, supportive counseling, safety 
planning, information, education, and 
more. Th eir services are free, confi -
dential, and trauma-informed. Hope. 
Help. Healing.

Virginia State Police unveil new 
safety inpsection sticker

New features allow for greater secu-
rity

 RICHMOND – With the change-
over in the calendar year from 2024 
to 2025, vehicles in Virginia that have 
passed safety inspections are now re-
ceiving a new safety inspection sticker.  
Th e sticker, which is utilizing the color 
green for the fi rst time, includes mul-
tiple changes from previous iterations.  
Th e changes are designed to make the 
inspection sticker more diffi  cult to 
counterfeit.
 Th e new sticker includes a holo-
graphic state seal as well as a dogwood 
tree fl ower image.  Both images are 
diffi  cult for counterfeiters to eff ec-
tively copy.  Th e sticker also, for the 
fi rst time, includes two QR codes.  Th e 
larger QR code directs individuals to 
the Virginia State Police Safety Divi-
sion webpage.  Th e smaller QR code 
is for administrative purposes. Th e 
expiration month appears on a white 
background, while the expiration year 
is placed on top of the dogwood im-
age.
 “We want Virginians to have confi -
dence that when they see an inspection 
sticker on a vehicle that the vehicle has 
been truly inspected by a qualifi ed 
professional, and that vehicle is, in 
fact, safe to be out on the road,” said 
Lieutenant Colonel Matthew Hanley, 
Interim Superintendent of Virginia 
State Police. “Th ese new features add 
an additional layer of security to en-

sure criminals are not circumventing 
the safety inspection system.”
 As mentioned earlier, inspection 
stickers being placed on vehicles this 
year (expiring in 2026), will be green 
in color.  Inspection stickers expiring 
in 2027 will be blue.  For 2028 and 
2029, the stickers will be red (2028) 
and yellow (2029).

Sean Ballowe

Strasburg man charged

 Th e Warren County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 
Criminal Investigation Division con-
ducted an undercover chat operation 
regarding online solicitation of mi-
nors within the Warren County/Front 
Royal area. Th ese investigative eff orts 
are aimed at investigating and arrest-
ing those who engage in luring minors 
via the internet for lascivious intent. 
An adult male contacted one of our 
investigators acting in an undercover 
capacity as a juvenile under the age 
of 15-years-old. During the chat ex-
change, the suspect requested to meet 
with the juvenile for sexual purposes 
on multiple occasions.
 Sean Ballowe, a 22-year-old male 
from Strasburg, Virginia was identi-
fi ed as the suspect. On January 16, 
2025, Investigators traveled to Stras-
burg, VA and, with the assistance 
of local law enforcement, were able 
to successfully apprehend Mr. Bal-
lowe for the crimes listed below. Mr. 
Ballowe was taken into custody and 
transported to the Rappahannock 
Shenandoah Warren Regional Jail 
(RSW) without incident. Following 
his arrest, Mr. Ballowe appeared be-
fore a magistrate and was ordered to 
be held on a $5,000 secured bond. Th e 
court date for the listed off enses has 
been set for January 30, 2025, at 09:00 

a.m. in Warren County Juvenile and 
Domestic Relations Court.
 Th e Warren County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 
is an active member of the North-
ern Virginia/DC Metro (NOVA/DC) 
Internet Crimes Against Children 
(ICAC) Task Force, which is coor-
dinated by the Virginia State Police. 
We request anyone with information 
regarding the solicitation or exploi-
tation of any minor to contact War-
ren County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce. Anyone 
with further information regarding 
this case please contact Investigator 
C.J. McDaniel at (540) 635-7100 or 
via email at cmcdaniel@warrencoun-
tysheriff .org.
 Th e Warren County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 
would like to thank the Rappahannock 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, Shenandoah 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, and the Stras-
burg Police Department for their as-
sistance in this case and the successful 
apprehension of this individual. Th ese 
investigations would not be possible 
without the continued cohesive eff orts 
of all our law enforcement partners 
throughout the region.

Warren Coalition Leads Warren 
County Unplugged, a Global Day of 

Unplugging Event

 FRONT ROYAL, VA— As part 
of its “We See You, Warren County” 
program, Warren Coalition is coordi-
nating “Warren County Unplugged,” 
a Global Day of Unplugging event 
that will be held from 6:00 pm Fri-
day, March 7th, to 6:00 pm Saturday, 
March 8th. Th is is a day created by 
Unplug Collaborative (globaldayofun-
plugging.org), set aside for people to 
disconnect from phones and re-con-
nect with themselves, nature, and es-
pecially with friends, family, and com-

munity—in person! Warren County 
Unplugged will provide in-person ac-
tivities throughout the area to make it 
easy to meet up with friends and enjoy 
time without a smartphone or other 
device.
 Th e overuse of smartphones has a 
negative impact on our ability to relate 
to each other, our mental health, and 
overall wellbeing. Warren County Un-
plugged participants are encouraged 
to unplug for a full 24 hours; however, 
each person sets their own goal, which 
can include a smaller timeframe and/
or partial unplugging.
 From Friday evening to Saturday 
evening, various Warren County busi-
nesses and organizations will be off er-
ing events, activities, programs, priz-

es, and/or discounts to help people 
engage in real life. Warren Coalition, 
Warren County Parks & Recreation, 
Scouting America, and Young Life will 
be hosting an event for youth of all 
ages at the Health and Human Servic-
es Complex at 465 W 15th St on Fri-
day evening, March 7th. Th ere will be 
a cornhole tournament, a 3-on-3 vol-
leyball tournament, backyard games, 
crafts, bingo, archery, and more! Ad-
ditional information will be released 
in the coming weeks. On Saturday, 
Play Favorites will off er 10% off  every-
thing while providing kids (and maybe 
adults too) the chance to play with 
chalk and board games. Th eir arcade 
in the back room will be free - unlim-

Receive a free 5-year warranty  
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- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 540-666-9798 to  
schedule your free quote!

Cooling or Heating 
System Tune Up

$49
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discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center for details. Coupon 
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Offer expires 3/31/2025.
License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses
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required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred and where 
prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 3/31/2025.
License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses
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366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 
262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 
86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

+

1-877-636-7566
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

Promo: 285

It’s easy! Call today

1-844-852-6401
Dental50Plus.com/14

Get your FREE
Information Kit

DENTAL
Insurance
Great coverage for retirees.

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. To fi nd a 
network provider, go to physiciansmutual.com/fi nd-dentist. This specifi c offer not available in CO, NV, NY, VA – call 1-800-
969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in your state. Certifi cate C254/B465, C250A/B438 (ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA); Insurance 
Policy P154/B469, P150/B439 (GA: P154GA; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).

                  

6347

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Karaoke & MUSIC BINGO 
with Dan McDermott

Latest dates at route11dj.com/calendarLatest dates at route11dj.com/calendar

– 20 South St. Front Royal, Va. –– 20 South St. Front Royal, Va. –

Music Bingo & Karaoke: Sat Feb 1 • Sat Feb 15 • Sat Mar 1

Shenandoah ValleyShenandoah Valley
 Axe Throwing Co  Axe Throwing Co 

6-10 pm6-10 pm

MUSICMUSIC

BINGO!BINGO!

See NEWS, 14
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ited air hockey, Skee ball, and toys in 
the playroom - but all the screens will 
be off !
 Additional activities are being add-
ed every week. An online schedule will 
be released in early February.
 Sponsors are needed, to help off set 
the promotional costs of the 24-hour 
challenge and provide prizes for vari-
ous contests and games. Sponsorships 
are $250 or $100. Gift cards of $10 to 
$25 and kid-friendly prize items are 
also welcome!
 Businesses and organizations that 
would like to be a part of this eff ort in 

any way can contact Celeste Brooks at 
celeste@warrencoalition.org or 540-
660-3367.

Warren Coalition celebrates 
four years as an affi  liate of Dolly 

Parton’s Imagination Library

 Front Royal, VA--On January 19th, 
Dolly Parton celebrated her birthday, 
and the Warren Coalition celebrated 
starting their fi fth year as an affi  liate 
of Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library! 
From their fi rst two registrations in 
January of 2021, Warren Coalition’s 
HALO (Helping All Little Ones) Read 
program has grown steadily, with a to-
tal of 376 children receiving books in 
December 2024. 
 Th e Imagination Library provides 
free monthly books for children from 
birth to their fi fth birthday; local affi  li-
ates are responsible for taking on the 
promotion of the program, register-
ing children, and funding the mail-
ing costs. Th rough affi  liates through-
out the Commonwealth, more than 
77,000 children in Virginia receive 
a book via mail each month to share 
with the family, reading aloud to-
gether and developing an awareness 
of the importance of early literacy. In 
addition to local donations, the Vir-
ginia Legislature has provided partial 
funding that helps affi  liates pay for the 
postage of books.
 “Unfortunately,” explained Warren 

Coalition HALO Read Coordinator 
Joyce Jenkins-Wimmer, “the mailing 
cost per book is increasing to $2.60 
per book this month. It was originally 
$2.10 when we joined. We anticipate 
additional registrations and expect 
our mailing costs this year will run 
about $500 per month. Without the 
state aid, we would be paying almost 
$1,000 each month.” She added that 
the state aid funding is expected to 
have a shortfall in 2025. While it is un-
clear exactly how that shortfall might 
aff ect current affi  liates, Joyce noted 
that it could impact the Coalition’s 
ability to take on new registrations.  
 “Since the Warren Coalition as the 
Warren County affi  liate has made the 
program available, we have been able 
to serve all applicants without hav-
ing a waitlist,” she said. “We are doing 
everything we can to ensure that will 
continue. We don’t want to go to a 
waitlist.”
 If you would like to help keep this 
great program available to all young 
children in Warren County and cel-
ebrate Dolly’s birthday at the same 
time, consider a donation to the War-
ren Coalition/DPIL in January! Gifts 
may be made online at https://warren-
coalition.org/provide-free-books-for-

warren-county-children/. Checks can 
be made payable to Warren Coalition, 
with “DPIL” written in the memo line, 
and mailed to Warren Coalition, PO 
Box 2058, Front Royal, VA 22630. For 
more information, contact Joyce at 
joyce@warrencoalition.org.
 Warren Coalition is a nonprofi t 
agency established in 1994 to help fi ll 
the gaps in health care and substance 
abuse awareness to the community. 
Th e Coalition began under the guid-
ance of Warren Memorial Hospital as 
an outreach project, but it has since 
grown and was incorporated in 2001.  
Th e offi  ce is currently located in the 

Warren County Community Cen-
ter.  Th eir mission is to make Warren 
County a safe, healthy, and drug free 
community through many programs 
and in collaboration with 15+ member 
agencies.

Shenandoah National Park employee 
Dale Meyerhoeffer is a recipient of the 
2023 Director’s Awards for Excellence 

in Natural Resource Management 
for his successful establishment 
of biocontrols to save the park’s 

hemlocks. Tom Reece | NPS

Shenandoah National Park 
announces recipient of national 

award for natural resource 
management

 LURAY, VA – Shenandoah National 
Park is proud to announce Dale Mey-
erhoeff er as a recipient of the 2023 
Director’s Awards for Excellence in 
Natural Resource Management in a 
ceremony that took place in Washing-
ton D.C. on December 11, 2024. Mey-
erhoeff er, biological technician, was 
one of six recipients in the National 
Park Service who were recognized for 
their eff orts in natural resource man-
agement.
 Dale Meyerhoeff er’s eff orts to save 
Shenandoah National Park’s remain-
ing eastern hemlock trees preserved 
an ecologically important resource 
for the park. After the death of 95 
percent of the park’s hemlocks from 
the invasive insect hemlock woolly 
adelgid, Meyerhoeff er, with help from 
volunteers and park staff , used insecti-
cide treatments to protect more than 
30,000 hemlocks. To reduce the park’s 
reliance on pesticide treatments, Mey-
erhoeff er worked with researchers 
from Virginia Tech to procure and re-
lease host-specifi c, predatory beetles 

Carpet & Upholstery CleaningCarpet & Upholstery Cleaning

(540) 636-8718(540) 636-8718
• Carpet Repair / Stretch
• Water / Flood Extraction
• Tile / Grout Cleaning
• Hardwood Floor - Clean & Seal
• VCT Tile - Strip & Wax

Best ofBest of
WINNERWINNER
10 Years10 Years

in a row!in a row!

Pacific Landscaping LLC

Call us for a  free quote:
• Fence Repairs
• Fence and Deck Staining/Painting
• Retaining Wall (stone, brick, and
 block)
• Concrete Stamps
• Fire Pits
• Paver Patios
• Gardening Services (mulching,
 flowerbeds, edging, etc.)

(540) 313-2721
We are licensed and insured!

pacificlandllc@gmail.com

Serving Frederick and surrounding counties

Apply Now at: careers.walmart.com
or Text “Jobs” to 240240

Why work at Walmart?
Training and Opportunity
• Walmart Academy training for career advancement
• More than 300,000 US associates promoted with higher pay in FY 2021
• More than 75% of salaried store management teams started as hourly

Education Benefi ts
• Associates have the opportunity to go back to school, paid for by Walmart
• Finish high school, earn a college degree or professional certifi cate

Health care and insurance options made affordable
• All eligible associates – both full- and part-time – have affordable options
• Medical plans
• Dental and vision plans and coverage for domestic partners is available
• Free access to nurse care managers and health care advisors
• Company-paid life insurance

Many other benefi ts including:
• 401(k) options from day 1 with 6% match after one year on the job
• Associate stock purchase plan with company match
• 10% discount on regularly priced general merchandise at Walmart stores
• Discounts on travel, cell phone services, entertainment and other goods
• Paid time off
• Maternal and parental leave and adoption benefi ts for salaried and full-time 
hourly associates who have worked at Walmart for at least 12 months

  See current bene� ts at careers.walmart.com

• Auto Care Center
• Fuel Station
• Stocking & Unloading
• General Merchandise
• Hourly Supervisor & Training
• Food & Grocery
• Cashier & Front End Services

• Stocking & Unloading
• Online Orderfi lling & Delivery
• Health & Wellness
• Deli/Bakery Team
• Asset Protection
• Meat/Produce Team

Winchester and Front Royal openings include:

Walmart #1406: 2350 S Pleasant Valley Rd Winchester
Walmart #3344: 501 Walmart Dr Winchester
Walmart #4514: 201 Maranto Manor Dr Winchester
Walmart #5105: 10 Riverton Commons Dr Front Royal

Walmart Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer – By Choice.
 Walmart Inc. participates in E-Verify.

Mountain MysticMountain Mystic

215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318

Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry, chimes, 
rock and mineral specimens, books, Tarot & Oracle cards, greeting 
cards, journals, tapestries, candles, incense, fragrance and essential oils, 
stickers, and so many more one of a kind items!

Open Every Day 11-5  •  Sun. 12-5  •  Closed Wed.

Trading CompanyTrading Company

New
Beginnings
Community
Greetings

“Introducing Your Business to 
New Homeowners in our Community”

P.O. Box 1025 • Front Royal VA  22630

540-635-8660

NEWS, from 13
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and flies in hopes of controlling the 
invasive insect. Meyerhoeffer identi-
fied potential release sites, led aspects 
of National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) compliance, and monitored 
the populations to evaluate success.
	 “I was honored to receive this award 
on behalf of many who made it pos-
sible,” said Meyerhoeffer. “It has truly 
been a team effort which has resulted 
in excellent beetle establishment and 
dispersal in the park.”
	 In 2023, Meyerhoeffer identified ex-
cellent beetle survival at several sites, 
marking a major success towards es-
tablishment of the biocontrol insect as 
a primary tool to save the park’s hem-
locks.
	 This program was initiated through 
the vision and leadership of retired 
forest health supervisor Rolf Gubler, 
with monetary support from the 
Shenandoah National Park Trust.

Fatal Crash Involving a Pedestrian 
in Madison County

	 Virginia State Police is investigating 
a fatal crash involving a pedestrian in 
Madison County. The crash occurred 
Friday (Jan. 10), at 5:55 p.m., on Route 
230 (Orange Road), a tenth of a mile 
east of Route 626 (Oneals Road).  
 	 A 2014 Ford F-350 was traveling 
west on Route 230 when it struck a pe-
destrian who was walking southbound 
in the roadway. The Ford could not 
avoid the collision and immediately 
stopped at the scene. 
 	 The pedestrian, Eldon L. Yoder, 73, 

of Pratts, Va., died at the scene.
 	 The Ford driver, a 41-year-old male 
from Culpeper, Va., was not injured in 
the crash. He was wearing a seatbelt.
 	 The crash remains under investiga-
tion.

Samuels Public Library Youth 
Programming: February, 2025

	 These are the events being presented 
by the Youth Services Department at 
Samuels Public Library during the 
month of February 2025.  More infor-
mation about Samuels Library and the 
programs and services available can 
be found at www.samuelslibrary.net or 
by calling (540) 635-3153.
	 Saturday, February 1
	 2:30 PM - Press Play. For ages 12-
18.  Join us for an afternoon of playing 
games on Nintendo Switch.  Registra-
tion is required.
	 Monday, February 3
	 11:00 AM - Music & Movement for 
Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed 
and joyful time with your little ones 
as we listen to music while learning 
some basic movements and multisen-
sory activities designed to delight your 
baby. Registration is required.
	 Tuesday, February 4 
	 4:00 PM – Science Scouts. For ages 

6-11.  Children will investigate a dif-
ferent STEM-related topic bi-weekly. 
This week’s theme is Clouds in a Bot-
tle. Registration is required.
	 Wednesday & Thursday, February 5 
& 6
	 10:15 AM - Toddler Story Time.  
Bring your toddler to a potpourri of 
simple stories, fun songs, and a cute 
craft on Friendship. Siblings welcome. 
Registration is required.
	 11:00 AM – Preschool Story Time.  
Come in for an enjoyable hour filled 
with Friendship stories, exciting sing-
alongs, finger plays, and a nifty craft. 
Registration is required. 
	 Friday, February 7
	 3:00 PM – Wee Ones in the Garden.  
For ages 3-5, with a parent.  Join the 
Master Gardeners as they teach about 
birds in the winter and help you make 
a birdseed ornament.  Registration is 
required.
	 4:00 PM – Elementary Green 
Thumbs.  For ages 6-11. Join the Mas-
ter Gardeners as they teach about 
birds in the winter and help you make 
a birdseed ornament.  Registration is 
required.
	 Saturday, February 8
	 2:30 PM – Grow a Snowflake.  For 
ages 6-11. Come listen to a “chillin” 
story on snowflakes and then learn 
how to make your own! Registration is 
required.
	 Monday, February 10
	 11:00 AM - Music & Movement for 
Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed 
and joyful time with your little ones 
as we listen to music while learning 
some basic movements and multisen-
sory activities designed to delight your 
baby. Registration is required.
	 Tuesday, February 11
	 10:30 AM – Homeschool Hub. For 
ages 6-11. Children will work togeth-
er as they go through the scientific 
method, gathering data, and drawing 
conclusions.   The topic this week is 
Clouds in a Bottle.  Registration is re-
quired. 
	 Wednesday & Thursday, February 
12 & 13
	 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  
Bring your toddler to a potpourri of 
simple stories, fun songs, and a cute 
craft on Valentine’s Day. Siblings wel-
come. Registration is required.
	 11:00AM – Preschool Story Time.  
Come in for an enjoyable hour filled 
with Valentine’s Day stories, exciting 
sing-alongs, finger plays, and a nifty 
craft. Registration is required. 
	 Monday, February 17
	 Library is closed for the holiday.
	 Tuesday, February 18
	 4:00 PM – Science Scouts. For ages 
6-11.  Children will investigate a dif-
ferent STEM-related topic bi-weekly. 
This week’s theme is Penny Tension. 
Registration is required.
	 Wednesday & Thursday, February 
19 & 20
	 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  
Bring your toddler to a potpourri of 
simple stories, fun songs, and a cute 
craft on the Alphabet. Siblings wel-
come. Registration is required.
	 11:00AM – Preschool Story Time.  
Come in for an enjoyable hour filled 
with Alphabet stories, exciting sing-
alongs, finger plays, and a nifty craft. 

Registration is required. 
	 Saturday, February 22
	 2:30PM – Cooking Blizzard.  For 
ages 6-11.  Cook up a storm as you 
create an edible snowball creature and 
then experiment with mint! Registra-
tion is required.
	 Monday, February 24
	 11:00 AM - Music & Movement for 
Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed 
and joyful time with your little ones 
as we listen to music while learning 
some basic movements and multisen-
sory activities designed to delight your 
baby. Registration is required.
	 Tuesday, February 25
	 10:30 AM – Homeschool Hub. For 
ages 6-11. Children will work together 
as they go through the scientific meth-
od, gathering data, and drawing con-
clusions.   The topic this week is Penny 
Tension.  Registration is required. 
	 Wednesday & Thursday, February 
26 & 27
	 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  
Bring your toddler to a potpourri of 
simple stories, fun songs, and a cute 
craft on Construction. Siblings wel-
come. Registration is required.
	 11:00 AM – Preschool Story Time.  
Read With the Sheriff! (Wednesday 
only) This week we will have a special 
guest from the Sheriff ’s office!  Come 
in for an enjoyable hour filled with 
Construction stories, exciting sing-
alongs, finger plays, and a nifty craft! 
Registration is required. 
	 Saturday, March 1
	 This is the last day of our Winter 
Reading Program!  Finish that book 
and come log it to get your prizes!

Metro Forward | Facebook

End of federal remote work 
welcomed by Virginia, D.C. leaders

By Sarah Roderick-Fitch
The Center Square 
Jan 21, 2025

	 Commuter traffic is about to see an 
uptick in the Washington, D.C. metro 
area as President Donald Trump is-
sued an executive order ending re-
mote work for federal employees.
	 Within hours of being sworn in as 
the 47th president, Trump issued a 
short but blunt order directing federal 
workers to return to the office.
	 “Heads of all departments and agen-
cies in the executive branch of Gov-
ernment shall, as soon as practicable, 
take all necessary steps to terminate 
remote work arrangements and re-
quire employees to return to work 
in-person at their respective duty sta-
tions on a full-time basis, provided 
that the department and agency heads 
shall make exemptions they deem nec-
essary,” according to the executive ac-
tion.
	 Ending remote work for the federal 
workforce will be welcomed by Virgin-
ia and district leadership on both sides 

of the political aisle, which has urged a 
return to in-person work.
	 In December 2023, Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin wrote to the Biden admin-
istration to asking to end remote 
work to boost public transit ridership, 
which has taken a major hit since the 
pandemic.
	 As previously reported by The Cen-
ter Square, the Washington Metropol-
itan Area Transit Authority has been 
bogged with a $750 million budget 
shortfall.
	 “Prior to the pandemic, federal 
workers contributed over $100 mil-
lion in annual fare revenue and 40% of 
the ridership to WMATA,” Youngkin 
wrote in a letter to Kiran Ahuja, direc-
tor of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment.
	 “We need to get people back in of-
fices, especially the federal govern-
ment,” Youngkin wrote in a social me-
dia post.
	 Democratic D.C. Mayor Muriel 
Bowser also appealed to President Joe 
Biden to end remote work.
	 “We need decisive action by the 
White House to get most federal 
workers back to the office,” Bowser 
said during her 2023 inaugural ad-
dress.
	 Bowser met with Trump in late De-
cember to discuss issues such as end-
ing remote work and what to do with 
“underutilized federal buildings.”
	 Earlier this month, the mayor issued 
an order for district employees to cut 
back on remote work.
	 According to the Partnership for 
Public Service, 20% of the federal 
workforce lives within the D.C. metro 
area. The district is home to 146,808 
federal employees. Virginia has 
133,182 and Maryland with 128,223.

We need some help!

	 We are looking for a local commis-
sion based sales person. Set your own 
hours! Email dan@wfcreport.com

Aletha Craig
Associate Broker

alethacraig@gmail.com

Are YOU ready to 
make a move? I DID!

2 N Kent St Winchester, Va 22601 • 540-348-4911

24 years of Experience!

540-671-0466

Warren/Frederick County Report 
Newspaper is currently seeking 
a motivated commission-based 
advertising sales representative. 

Set your own hours.
Call/Text Dan 540-305-3000.
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All Used Vehicle Sale Prices are plus tax, tags & $789 processing fee. Not valid with any other offer & does not apply to prior purchase. Any accessories added by the dealer are additional. All vehicles 
are subject to prior sale & while supplies last. Subject to change without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Please call to verify your applicable pricing.

2023 Ram 1500

24R167B $31,996

2024 Jeep Wrangler

B991B $31,615

Discover the Marlow Difference  |  Our Commitment to TRANSPARENT PRICING  |  No Hidden Fees & No Surprises
Marlow Motors New & Used Cars

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE!

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE!MON-FRI
MON-FRI

6am to 10pm

6am to 10pm

8am to 
8am to 5pm5pm

SATSAT

Marlow Motors
707 N Commerce Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-4158 • marlowmotor.com

NOW HIRING Service Technicians: Paid Training • Sign-On Bonus • Flexible Schedule • Tool Reimbursement

Weekdays until 10pm • No appointment needed
FREE pick up & delivery service • All makes & all models

Weekdays until 10pm • No appointment needed
FREE pick up & delivery service • All makes & all models

Weekdays until 10pm • No appointment needed
FREE pick up & delivery service • All makes & all models

*Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies, and fees. Maximum discount $100. Coupons must be presented prior to the write-up. Cannot combine 
with other offers or specials and does not apply to already discounted services. One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid on previous 
charges or invoices. Most vehicles. No cash value. Other Restrictions may apply. See dealer for details. While supplies last. Expires 1/31/25.

*Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies, and fees. Maximum discount $100. Coupons must be presented prior to the write-up. Cannot combine 
with other offers or specials and does not apply to already discounted services. One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid on previous 
charges or invoices. Most vehicles. No cash value. Other Restrictions may apply. See dealer for details. While supplies last. Expires 1/31/25.

*Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies, and fees. Maximum discount $100. Coupons must be presented prior to the write-up. Cannot combine 
with other offers or specials and does not apply to already discounted services. One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid on previous 
charges or invoices. Most vehicles. No cash value. Other Restrictions may apply. See dealer for details. While supplies last. Expires 1/31/25.

*Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies, and fees. Maximum discount $100. Coupons must be presented prior to the write-up. Cannot combine 
with other offers or specials and does not apply to already discounted services. One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid on previous 
charges or invoices. Most vehicles. No cash value. Other Restrictions may apply. See dealer for details. While supplies last. Expires 1/31/25.

*Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies, and fees. Maximum discount $100. Coupons must be presented prior to the write-up. Cannot combine 
with other offers or specials and does not apply to already discounted services. One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid on previous 
charges or invoices. Most vehicles. No cash value. Other Restrictions may apply. See dealer for details. While supplies last. Expires 1/31/25.

Weekdays until 10pm • No appointment needed
FREE pick up & delivery service • All makes & all models

Weekdays until 10pm • No appointment needed
FREE pick up & delivery service • All makes & all models

Weekdays until 10pm • No appointment needed
FREE pick up & delivery service • All makes & all models

Buy 3 Tires Get 4th Tire Buy 4 Tires
Get 4-Wheel Alignment

Extended Service Hours Special

Service or Repair
All Day Saturday or 6PM-10PM Mon-Fri

for just $1* FREE*
10% OFF*

*Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies, and fees. Maximum discount $100. Coupons must be presented prior to the write-up. Cannot combine 
with other offers or specials and does not apply to already discounted services. One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid on previous 
charges or invoices. Most vehicles. No cash value. Other Restrictions may apply. See dealer for details. While supplies last. Expires 1/31/25.

Standard Oil & Filter Change Full Synthetic 
Oil & Filter Change Diesel Oil & Filter Change

$10 OFF* $15 OFF* $25 OFF*

2016 Chrysler 300

B1068A $13,700

2021 Jeep Gladiator

B1055A $27,309
2018 Nissan Rogue

1J0307PB $8,889
2022 Dodge Challenger

2D9392PA $23,500

2023 Jeep Wrangler

24WR65A $39,000
2020 Jeep Grand Cherokee

B1072A $26,499


