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Doc Antle with tiger at Myrtle Beach 
Safari. By ZooFriend - Own work.

AG Miyares Prosecutes “Tiger 
King” Star Doc Antle

 Antle was convicted of four felonies 
in Frederick County
 Attorney General Jason Miyares 
and his team successfully prosecuted 
Bhagavan Antle, more commonly 
known as “Doc Antle” from the Netf-
lix series “Tiger King” last Friday. An-
tle was accused of illegally purchasing 
endangered lion clubs in Frederick 
County for display and profit at his zoo 
business in South Carolina. 
 A Frederick County jury convicted 
Bhagavan Antle of two felony counts 
of wildlife trafficking and two felony 
counts of conspiring to wildlife traf-

fic. Antle’s sentencing is scheduled for 
September 14, 2023. 
 The Office of the Attorney General’s 
Animal Law Unit led the investigation, 
which began in 2019, and prosecuted 
the case to secure today’s convictions 
after a week-long trial. 
 “Virginia’s animal cruelty laws are 
not taken lightly by my office. I’m 
proud of my Animal Law Unit for their 
tireless work and I’m thrilled that the 
jury not only agreed with us but sent a 
message that Virginia does not tolerate 
wildlife animal trafficking,” said Attor-
ney General Miyares.
 These convictions would not have 
been possible without assistance from 
the South Carolina Law Enforce-
ment Division, Virginia State Police, 
Shenandoah County Sheriff ’s Office, 
Spotsylvania County Sheriff ’s Office, 
Frederick County Sheriff ’s Office and 
the Richmond Police Department. The 
Frederick County Commonwealth’s 
Attorney’s Office, the Virginia Animal 
Fighting Task Force, Dr. Mary Coglia-
no of the Unites States Fish and Wild-
life Service, University of California at 
Davis Veterinary Genetics Laboratory, 
the Wild Animal Sanctuary, Dr. Er-
nesto Dominguez-Villegas, Dr. Felicia 
Knightly of the Memphis Zoo, Craig 

Hoover of the Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums and the United States De-
partment of Agriculture Investigative 
and Enforcement Services were also 
crucial partners in this investigation.

Zachary Hicks

REC Employee Graduates Local 
Leadership Program

 Zachary Hicks, a Rappahannock 
Electric Cooperative (REC) Distribu-
tion Designer, recently graduated from 
the Top of Virginia Regional Cham-
ber’s Community Leadership Program.
 Program participants learn about 
the challenges and opportunities 
within the city of Winchester, Clarke 
County and Frederick County.
 “The Community Leadership Pro-
gram gave me an excellent opportunity 
to get involved in the community and 
network with local people from a vari-
ety of businesses and industries,” Hicks 
said. “I met those who are working to 
better the community we work and live 
in, and learned how I can play an active 
role, too.”
 Hicks joined REC in August 2010 
and works out of the Cooperative’s 
Front Royal office.

Samuels Public Library Youth 
Activities - July, 2023

 These are the events being present-
ed by the Youth Services Department 
at Samuels Public Library during the 
month of July 2023.  More informa-
tion about Samuels Library and the 
programs and services available can be 
found at www.samuelslibrary.net or by 
calling (540) 635-3153.
 Saturday, July 1
 11:00 AM – Finding Gobi Story 
Time.  Hear the amazing story of NY 
Times best-selling author and extreme 
ultra runner Dion Leonard and Gobi, 
the stray desert dog. Q&A session. 
Meet Gobi! 
 12:00 PM – Finding Gobi Main Pre-
sentation. For ages 10-adult. Hear how 
Dion Leonard changed his lifestyle to 
become one of the world’s top ultra-
runners competing in some of the 
toughest and most extreme challenges 
across the planets most inhospitable 
locations!  Learn about the act of kind-
ness that changed his life.  
 3:00 PM – Press Play.  For ages 11-
18.  Come join us for a Mario Kart 
Tournament!  Registration is required.

 Monday, July 3
 11:00 AM – Music & Movement for 
Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed 
and joyful time with our little ones as 
we incorporate music, beginning yoga, 
and multisensory activities designed to 
delight your baby. Registration is re-
quired.
 Tuesday, July 4
 The library will be closed for the 
Fourth of July holiday.
 Wednesday, July 5
 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  
Bring your toddler to a potpourri of 
simple stories, fun songs, and a cute 
craft about Beautiful Beaches! Siblings 
welcome. Registration is required.
 11:00AM – Preschool Story Time.  
Come in for an enjoyable hour filled 
with Beautiful Beach stories, exciting 
sing-alongs, finger plays, and a nifty 
craft! Registration required. 
 Thursday, July 6
 10:00 AM – Wee Ones in the Gar-
den.  For ages 3-6.  Bring your toddler 
or preschooler and learn about things 
in the garden from a Master Gardener.  
Registration is required. 
 6:00 PM – Teens Connect.  For ages 
12-18. Do you love being creative and 
want to find new books to dive into?  
Come join us once a month to enjoy 
different activities ranging from crafts, 
games, and more.  This month we will 
be learning origami of sea creatures.   
Registration is required.
 Saturday, July 8
 11:00 AM – Microscopy.  For ages 
8-12.  Come learn how to use a micro-
scope and make a slide of cells!  Reg-
istration is required. Parent must stay 
with child.
 2:00 PM – Microscopy.  For ages 12-
18.  Come learn how to use a micro-
scope and make a slide of cells!  Regis-
tration is required.
 Monday, July 10
 11:00 AM – Music & Movement for 
Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed 
and joyful time with our little ones as 
we incorporate music, beginning yoga, 
and multisensory activities designed to 
delight your baby. Registration is re-
quired.
 Tuesday, July 11
 3:30 PM - Science Scouts. Children 
will investigate a different STEM-relat-
ed topic bi-weekly. This week’s theme 
is 3-D sand.  For ages 6-11.  Registra-
tion is required.     
 Wednesday, July 12
 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  
Special guests are the Cardinal Base-
ball players! Bring your toddler to a 
potpourri of simple stories, fun songs, 
and a cute craft all about your Favorite 
Colors! Siblings welcome. We will have 
a special visit from the Front Royal 
Cardinals! Registration is required.
 11:00AM – Preschool Story Time.  
Special guests are the Cardinal Base-
ball players! Come in for an enjoyable 
hour filled with your Favorite Color 
stories, exciting sing-alongs, finger 
plays, and a nifty craft! Registration re-
quired. 
 Thursday, July 13
 10:00 AM – Elementary Green 
Thumbs. For ages 7-11.  Learn about 
things in the garden from a Master 
Gardener.  Registration is required. 
 Friday, July 14
 10:00 AM – Toddler Trails.  Bring 
your toddler to Burrell Park to learn 

about Rock Pets!  Join us and the War-
ren County Parks & Rec for a walk, a 
story, and a craft!  Registration is re-
quired.
 Monday, July 17
 11:00 AM – Music & Movement for 
Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed 
and joyful time with our little ones as 
we incorporate music, beginning yoga, 
and multisensory activities designed to 
delight your baby. Registration is re-
quired.
 Tuesday, July 18
 10:30 AM – Homeschool Hub. For 
ages 6-11. Children will work together 
as they go through the scientific meth-
od, gathering data, and drawing con-
clusions.  The topic this week is 3-D 
sand. Registration is required 
 Wednesday, July 19
 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  
Bring your toddler to a potpourri of 
simple stories, fun songs, and a cute 
craft about Sea Horses! Siblings wel-
come. Registration is required.
 11:00AM – Preschool Story Time.  
Come in for an enjoyable hour filled 
with Sea Horse stories, exciting sing-
alongs, finger plays, and a nifty craft! 
Registration required. 
 Thursday, July 20
 11:00 AM – Teen Bowman Pup-
peteers. Local teens will demonstrate 
techniques they have learned for 
bringing puppets alive using arm rods, 
props, body movement and stage pres-
ence. Fun for the family!  Come enjoy 
the show!
 Saturday, July 22
 2:00 PM – Aspiring Artists for 
TEENS.  For ages 11-18.  Come get 
creative and express yourself through 
art! Pick an animal and create a mosaic!  
Registration is required.
 Monday, July 24
 11:00 AM – Music & Movement for 
Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed 
and joyful time with our little ones as 
we incorporate music, beginning yoga, 
and multisensory activities designed to 
delight your baby. Registration is re-
quired.
 Tuesday, July 25
 12:00 PM – Larsen’s Reptile Show. 
Reptile experts, Scott and Kim Larsen, 
will share stories, interesting facts, 
and trivia questions about their daz-
zling array of lizards, frogs, turtles, and 
snakes – then invite you to meet the 
reptiles up close and personal! Fun for 
the Family!  
 Wednesday, July 26
 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  
Bring your toddler to a potpourri of 
simple stories, fun songs, and a cute 
craft all about Vacation Adventures! 
Siblings welcome. Registration is re-
quired.
 11:00 AM – Preschool Story Time.  
Read With the Sheriff! This week we 
will have a special guest from the Sher-
iff ’s office!  Come in for an enjoyable 
hour filled with Vacation Adventure 
stories, exciting sing-alongs, finger 
plays, and a nifty craft! Registration re-
quired. 
 Saturday, July 29
 11:00 AM – Dancing By His Grace 
will present the story of Madeline in 
ballet.  Fun for the family!
 Our Summer Reading Program ends 
today!  Come log your books and get 
your prizes!

On 14 June 2023, the Colonel James 
Wood II Chapter of the Virginia Society 
Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) 
participated in a Benevolent and Protec-
tive Order of the Elks Flag Ceremony.  
This ceremony was held on the Win-
chester Walking Mall in front of the Old 
Court House.  The ceremony was con-
ducted by Elks Lodge 867 and emcee’d 
by Dave Gardiner.  Compatriots from the 
SAR and Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
2123 participated.  The Elks is an orga-
nization dedicated to patriotic service and 
promotes the proper knowledge of and re-
spect for, the American Flag.  One of the 
activities is to conduct an annual service 
on 14 June, the anniversary of the birth 
of the American Flag.  This service was 
first considered by the then Grand Exalted 
Ruler at the 1907 Grand Lodge Session 
in Philadelphia.  June 14th was adopted 
and called “Elks Flag Day”.  The follow-
ing year, the ritual for the Flag Day cer-
emony was approved.  On 3 August 1949, 
President Harry S. Truman signed Public 
Law 203, designating 14 June as Flag 
Day.  The Elks was the first fraternal or-
ganization to celebrate Flag with a formal 
ceremony which they had been observing 
since 1908.
During the ceremony, members of the 

VFW and SAR alternated presenting 
historical U.S. Flags while a short biog-
raphy of that flag was read and appropri-
ate music played.  There were nine flags 
presented, beginning with the “Appeal 
to Heaven Flag” (presented by Steve 
Renner), followed by the “Don’t Tread On 
Me Flag” (Brian Bayliss) and the “Grand 
Union Flag” (Matthew Williams).  Seven 
stars and stripes flags beginning with the 
“Betsy Ross” (Kelly Ford), “15 Star” (Tony 
Ferrell),  “20 Star”  (Chip Daniel), “48 Star” 
(Larry Reynard) Flags and ending with the 
“50 Star Flag” (Brett Osborn) were pre-
sented.  The “POW/MIA Flag” was then 
presented by VFW member and Vietnam 
Veteran Wayne Garner, appropriately to 
honor those who are still missing or in 
a POW status.  After the final flag was 
brought forth, the assembly was asked to 
stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance 
and then to sing “God Bless America”.  A 
rifle salute was fired by members of the 
VFW Post 2123 rifle squad.  Participat-
ing for the SAR were Brian Bayliss, Dale 
Corey, Thomas “Chip” Daniel, Kelly Ford, 
Brett Osborn and Jim Simmons.  For the 
VFW were Wayne Garner, Larry Reynard, 
Tony Ferrell, Matthew Williams and Steve 
Renner.

SAR participates with VFW in Elks Flag Day Ceremony

Presenters preparing to bring the flags l. to r.  Brett Osborn, Wayner Garner, Chip Daniel, 
Tony Ferrell, Kelly Ford, Matthew Williams and Brian Bayliss.  Courtesy of Rachel Bayliss.


