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HISTORY: Early Stephens City government

By Mark Gunderman
Stephens City

History of the town office

 There was no permanent town 
hall before the current building 
was opened on Locust Steet in 
December 1978. Beginning in the 
1830s, the members of the Coun-
cil would offer their own places of 
business for meetings. Meetings 
took place at the Market House, 
Captain Joseph Long’s Tavern, 

Daniel Carver’s shop, Adam 
Dean’s shop, John C. Lemley’s 
office, G. W. Lemley’s counting 
room, M. H. Albin school room, 
Steel and Brothers counting room 
as well as other businesses. 
 Retired Winchester City Police 
Officer, Charles Pitcock recalls 
the town office being located at 
5337 Main Street during the early 
1950s. According to former May-
or Ray Ewing, the north side of 
the Lemley Building at 5339 and 
5341 Main Street was used as a 

town office from 1956, when the 
post office relocated, to the 1970s. 
Former Town Clerk, Joyce Blevins 
(1972-2000) remembers meeting 
in the Agriculture and Home Eco-
nomics Classroom Building at the 
old Stephens City School campus 
around 1976. Blevins said that the 
lease ran out at the school campus 
and the town council convened in 
a trailer at the town park ball field 
for three months prior to moving 
into the current structure in 1978.

In the beginning

 The beginning of Stephens City 
(formally Stephensburg, New-
town/Stephensburg) govern-
ment is loosely documented and 
unclear. Some documentation is 
available to assist us in determin-
ing how the town transitioned 
from a “Proprietorship” to a freely 
elected government. The official 
minutes of the oldest Town Coun-
cil meetings exist and are kept at 
Town Hall. Sometime in 1989, 
Deputy Town Clerk Helen Brown 
meticulously transcribed onto 

type written pages, the earliest 
minutes from 1842 through 1889. 
The town’s faded minutes are dif-
ficult to read because they are 
written in cursive with quill pen 
and ink. The minutes from 1908 
until 1939 are a mix of hand-writ-
ten, mimeograph and typed pages 
placed in folders not especially in 

chronological order. 
 Lewis Stephens, Sr. was founder 
of Stephensburg (Chartered 1758) 
and was referred to as “the propri-
etor of the town” in many of the 
early documents. Lewis Stephens, 
Jr. inherited his father’s rights as 
proprietor, around 1800, and held 
a measure of respect and influence 
over the town’s citizens. Virtually 
all of the commonly used areas of 
the town (town graveyard, acade-
my, market house and town com-
mons), were owned or controlled 
by Stephens Jr. He gradually trans-
ferred the ownership of some of 
these publicly used properties to 
the townspeople by appointing 
trustees to manage these facilities. 
The trustees did not act in any of-
ficial government capacity outside 
of their respective trusts. [Linden 

The Allemong and Myers building circa 1900-1915. The Italianate style 
commercial building supported a grocery store and farm implement busi-
ness on the first floor and a second-floor cigar factory. Later, Eldridge 
Lemley has his photography studio in this building. The building then 
served a first-floor post office (1946-56), and the town office (1956-
1976). Courtesy Ray Ewing.

The Stephens City Jail circa 1890, unknown location and unidentified 
people, could be Town Sergeant and family members. The jail was known 
to local residents as the “chicken coop.” Contributed by Louise Stover 
Brim, Stewart Bell Jr. Archives, Handley Regional Library.
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A. Fravel, unpublished notes from 
Mildred Lee Grove collection of 
loose papers in possession of the 
Stone House Foundation, Ste-
phens City, VA.]
 The earliest Stephensburg 
meeting minutes of any form of 
town government date back to 
1830 and survive in a typescript 
copy transcribed by the late Ste-
phens City historian Mildred Lee 
Grove. The pages are brief and in-
complete but identify an attempt 
to establish The Corporation of N. 
T. Stephensburg where the Virgin-
ia General Assembly would allow 
the Corporation to elect town of-
ficials and establish regular meet-
ing dates for its local government. 
The first known president and 
treasurer of the Corporation were 
A. S. Brown and Alexander Marks 
in 1830. 
 The first formal town hall meet-
ing minutes began in 1842 with 

the General Assembly making it 
lawful (January 4, 1842) for the 
Corporation of N.T. Stephensburg 
to elect officials and to meet an-
nually.
 Stephens City continued to 
grow and prosper during the 
late-ante-bellum period. Accord-
ing to Martin’s 1836 Gazetteer 
of Virginia, Stephens City had a 
population of seven hundred, four 
of whom were physicians. It was 
made up of eighty-eight dwell-
ings, a market house, a Methodist 
and a jointly-held Lutheran and 
German Reformed church, three 
schools, two mercantile stores, 
three tan yards, three saddlers 
and nine different wagonmakers, 
making it the principal industry. 
By the mid-1850s, Stephens City 
had grown to about a hundred 
dwellings and had a population 
of over eight hundred. [National 
Register of Historic Places, New-

town-Stephensburg Historic Dis-
trict, VDHR File No. 304-1, pages 
5-6, August 18, 1992] The town’s 
population would decrease after 
the Civil War and not exceed pre 
1850 numbers until 1980 with a 
US Census figure of 1,179. 
 Citizens of this small but pros-
perous village were tightly bound 
by the covenants of their town 
code. They had to take care of the 
sidewalks in front of their homes 
and were forbidden to drink [alco-
hol] and fight in public. For health 
reasons, residents were required 
to eliminate stagnant water on 
their property. Because fire was 
a major threat in the days when 
virtually all buildings were made 
of wood, residents were told they 
had to keep a fire bucket at home 
and return any fire ladders they 
borrowed. Failure to comply with 
the law brought stiff fines, ranging 
from fifty cents to several dollars, 

which could amount to a whole 
week’s wages for some people.
 During this period of new 
government, the Town Council 
passed many laws to cover almost 
any type of offence. Citizens could 
be fined for “letting a horse to a 
mare on the town commons.” 
 The Town Sergeant was or-
dered to see that the streets were 
kept clear of all lumber, trash, and 
dead animals, regulating speed 
by people on horses, allowing no 
firing of pistols in the town, and 
maintaining general law and or-
der. When the Sergeant observed 
the laws of the town were violat-
ed, it was his duty to apply for a 
warrant and proceed against said 
offender or offenders.
 On April 16, 1859, a motion 
passed, “be it enacted that every 
tithable in the Corporation be re-
quired to pay a tax of twenty-five 
cents and also that a tax of five 
cents on every one hundred dol-
lars’ worth of real estate within 
the limits of the town be paid in 
force from passage.”
 No meeting minutes were re-
corded from 1861 until December 

1870. The Civil War brought de-
privation, horror, and loss straight 
into people’s homes. Perhaps the 
town leaders chose to wait until 
1871 to elect new Trustees, when 
Virginia began a new era after the 
passage of a new constitution and 
reentry into the United States.
 In 1871, town citizens deemed 
it important that something 
should be done to the fire depart-
ment in order to secure the safety 
of all property of the town. A mo-
tion was passed to examine the 
old hand pumper fire engine to 
determine if it could be repaired 
or replaced. New fire ladders had 
to be procured and placed at con-
venient locations for all residents. 
Later that year, the town repaired 
the fire engine for twenty-five 
dollars and procured eight new 
fire ladders (of good material and 
made in workman like manner) 
for one dollar each. 
 Trustees of the Corpora-
tion of N. T. Stephensburg met 
in the counting room of Steele 
and Brothers on March 12, 1874 
to consider a petition from the 
citizens and freeholders of the 
Corporation praying this body 
to grant to Green Hill N. T. Ste-
phensburg Cemetery Company 
three acres of land off the south-
east corner of the Town Com-
mons for the purpose of laying 
out a cemetery. On motion of 
John W. Beaty, it was unanimously 
resolved that this body grant and 
convey by deed to Green Hill N. 
T. Stephensburg Cemetery Com-
pany 3 acres of land lying west of 
town and deeded to said town as a 
lot let by Lewis Stephens founder 
of said N. T. Stephensburg. 
 On motion of James R. Camp-
bell, the Secretary was requested 
to prepare a deed of conveyance 
to said Green Hill Cemetery Com-
pany for the purpose of laying out 
and establishing a cemetery there-
on. [Frederick County Deed Book 
203, page 238]
 In 1876, the Town Sergeant was 
ordered to summon male hands 
from 16 to 60 to donate service to 
work the streets and to he be al-

Stephens City Municipal Building ribbon cutting. L to R: State Delegate 
Andy Guest, Councilman Dale Barley, Congressman J. Kenneth Robin-
son (key note speaker), Mayor Lynn Comer, State Senator Bill Truban and 
Building Committee Member James Golladay Jr. on September 9 1979. 
Courtesy Scott Mason, Stewart Bell Jr. Archives, Handley Regional Li-
brary.

119,000-gallon water tank was forty feet high and twenty-two feet in di-
ameter. It supported the town’s first water system completed in August 
1940. Courtesy Ray Ewing.

See HISTORY, 4

Mulch Sale
Pre-order by March 16th!

Boy Scout Troop 829 of Front 
Royal’s Spring Fundraiser

3 cubic ft. bag of Brown Prem. 
Hardwood mulch -

$4.50 a bag for PU or $5 a bag 
delivered in Front Royal only.

Call or email to order today!! 
Delivery is March 25th:

troop829mulchsales@gmail.com

540-692-9110

Need help with your 
yard?

Call Ruffner’s 
Lawncare today!

Mowing, weed eating, 
landscaping, painting 

inside and out!
No job to small!

Call for free estimate! 
540-974-1463

or  540-431-8050

Are you great at 
COMMISSION 
AD SALES?

Email:
dan@wfcreport.com

Looking for your very own mountain getaway? Here 
it is.. Plus more!!! 2-BR, 1-BA completely remodeled contemporary ranch is waiting for you! House 
sits on 1.9 acres and there's 3 additional 1 acre lots included. Everything has been painted and 
updated, unfi nished 1/2 basement can be a family or rec room (other 1/2 is crawlspace). Close to many 
vineyards, breweries, Skyline Drive, Caverns, Shen River and miles of hiking!! Paved rd turns to gravel 
about 1/2 mile before the property. Sanitary district road fees apply.
751 Ulysses Way
Skyland Estates, Linden, VA 22642
$427,000 • VAWR2004526 (inc. 3 extra lots)
* VAWR2004022 • $527,000 (inc. 6 extra lots)

Lovely Cabin in the Woods

House has been 
totally redone & 

includes 3 extra lots!

R E A L T O R S®

Martha Buracker, Weichert Realtors - Licensed in Virginia
824 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal, VA 22630

Cell: 540-671-6349  Offi ce:  540-635-8000  
marthaburacker@gmail.com



Page 4  •  https://wfcreport.com  •  Warren/Frederick County Report  •  Early March, 2023

lowed $1 per day for said servic-
es. Male citizens were fined fifty 
cents a day for not working. Each 
section of town was to be worked 
no longer than eight days.
 A meeting of Town Council met 
on April 8, 1880. On motion of 
Captain George A. Grove, a grant 
of one-half an acre of ground on 
the western side of the village on 
what is known as Academy Hill 
was made to the African Ameri-
can people as a burial place. The 
burial ground would later be 
named Locust Grove Cemetery.
 The Winchester Telephone 
Company was founded in 1885 
and may have expanded a tele-

phone line to Stephens City as 
early as 1886. Electrical service 
was first introduced in 1915 when 
a line was run from the generator 
plant on the Shenandoah River to 
the M. J. Grove Lime Company 
west of the town.
 January 30 1918, at a special 
meeting of the Council, Mr. Les-
lie D. Kline appeared before the 
Council and made a statement in 
reference to a new school building 
for African American people of 
Stephens City. On motion it was 
decided to grant one acre of land 
near the African American cem-
etery for a school building. The 
Council suggested that the School 
Board be required to pay not less 

than $300 an acre. 
 During the late 1920s, the meet-
ing minutes became more struc-
tured to include the Treasurer’s 
Report by the Town Sergeant 
(tax collection), Street, Light and 
Health (sanitation) Committees 
and New Business. 
 In April 1939, Robert E. Aylor 
and ten others organized the Inde-
pendent Hose Company. The new 
fire company requested financial 
assistance from the town coun-
cil. Mayor Lomax Parker called a 
bond issue election for providing 
a water system to improve fire-
fighting efficiency. On November 
4, 1939, during a special meeting, 
the council voted to build the first 
town water system with a cost not 
to exceed $9,000. Prior to 1940, 
the town had no water system and 
cisterns were the primary source 
of water.
 The Works Progress Admin-
istration (WPA) built the town’s 
water storage tower in July and 
August of 1940. The eventual 
bond approved by the town was 
for $15,500 and matched by a 
$13,600 grant from the WPA. The 
town well and storage tank were 
located at the north end of Ger-
main Street. [Images of America, 
Stephens City, by Linden A. Fravel 
and Byron C. Smith on behalf of 
the Stone House Foundation, page 
86, dated 2008]
 The Independent Hose Com-
pany’s first fire engine was a 1933 
Dodge 6-cylinder which the mem-
bers purchased for $1,000. The 
truck was housed in the school 
basement on Main Street until 
members built the original one 
bay door section of today’s fire 

hall on Mulberry Street in 1941. 
In November 1947, the company’s 
name was changed to Stephens 
City Fire Company, Inc.
 In July 1956, Mayor R. M. 
Wakeman called a Special Meet-
ing of the Council to discuss a 

new location for the town office. 
A large room (former post office), 
in the Lemley Building would be 
rented out for twenty-five dollars 
a month with the town furnish-
ing their own heat. E. M. Lemley 
agreed to remodel the office to 

Stephens City Municipal Building on Locust Street, circa 1980. Courtesy 
Scott Mason,  Stewart Bell Jr. Archives, Handley Regional Library.

HISTORY, from 3

• Reliable internet service for rural areas
• Get hooked up with fast, robust internet service
• FREE INSTALLATION & NO data throttling
• Unlimited Plans that keep you connected

RURAL INTERNET SERVICE

(540) 364-6910
www.sonustechnologies.com

“Thanks so much for bringing us internet!  “Thanks so much for bringing us internet!  
The kids can now do their homework while The kids can now do their homework while 
I work from home, and we get to stream I work from home, and we get to stream 
movies as a family. What a change in our movies as a family. What a change in our 
lives.”lives.”

(Front Royal, VA)(Front Royal, VA)

Grumpy Monkey Girl’s 
Spring/Self Care line

Check it out!!!

Mon - Sat 10-6, Sunday 10-5Mon - Sat 10-6, Sunday 10-5
216 E Main Street Front Royal216 E Main Street Front Royal

540-692-9483540-692-9483

Apply Now at: careers.walmart.com
or Text “Jobs” to 240240

We’re hiring 70 Setup Associates for 
our upcoming remodel.

Sun-Thu 7am-4pm Day Shift
Sun-Thu 10pm-7am Night Shift

On the spot hiring at:
careers.walmart.com

Search “Remodel”

Walmart #4514
201 Maranto Manor Dr 
Winchester, VA 22602

540-868-5076

Hiring Near Stephens City

Walmart Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer – By Choice.
 Walmart Inc. participates in E-Verify.
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Pay

$13.00 - $20.00/hr

Available shifts

Temporary

Opening Overnight
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include a new bathroom, new in-
side paint, front door repair, in-
stallation of new floor boards and 
heater replacement. 
 In 1962, under Mayor Lynn 
Comer, Council approved the 
plans for the sewage collection 
system and treatment facilities. 
Bond issues are discussed. 

 In 1962, Council passed a mo-
tion to prohibit house trailers 
from being placed within the 
town limits. 
 In 1963, a contract was entered 
between Buckley-Lages, INC. and 
the Town of Stephens City for the 
construction of the sewage dis-
posal system.

 In 1964, the State Highway De-
partment approved a traffic light 
at the intersection of Route 11 
(Main Street) and 277 (Fairfax 
Street) where many accidents had 
previously occurred.
 Town sewer system was intro-
duced in 1964 and rates set at 
($50, $100 and $200) for connec-
tion fees.
 The water tower served the 
town until 1966, when the town 
council determined it was beyond 
repair. The town water system was 
then hooked into Winchester’s 
24-inch main and the old tower 
was demolished. 
 In 1968, Town of Stephens City 
connected with the Frederick 
County Sheriff ’s Department for 
their radio communication sys-
tem. 

Contemporary Stephens City 
Government

 According to Joyce Blevins, 
the Council appointed H. Bruce 
Edens as the first Town Manager 
to act as administrative head of 
the town on September 2, 1975. 
Mike Kehoe was appointed in 
July 1981, when the position was 
changed from Town Manager to 
Town Administrator/Engineer. 
“When I worked part time (1972-
76), former Councilman Monte 
Conner was the town inspector 
and would review plans and sign 
off for the town,” Blevins said. 
The Town Sergeant would also 

assist with the daily operations 
of the town, before the hiring of 
maintenance staffer, David Denny 
around 1982.
 Former Town Manager Mike 
Kehoe (1981 to 2015) said that pri-
or to his employment, Bob Harri-
man had worked for the town for 
a short period. “Before Bob, Bruce 
Edens, a surveyor and owner of 
Greenway Engineering Company, 
was the part time Town Manager. 
Prior to that Stephens City did not 
have an administrative head but 
Charlie Bass who was the superin-
tendent of M. J. Grove Lime Com-
pany served as Engineer, which 
meant he reviewed plans and 
performed inspections and signed 
off on subdivision plans, etc. The 
Mayor and Clerk did much of the 
work prior to those positions,” 
said Kehoe. 
 The current Town Manager 
and Planner, Mike Majher, carries 
out policies and directs business 
procedures. Duties and responsi-
bilities of the Town Manager in-
clude preparation, submittal, and 
administration of the capital and 
operating budgets; advising the 
Council on the affairs of the town; 
handling citizens’ complaints; 
maintenance of all personnel re-
cords; enforcement of the Town 
Charter and laws of the Town; and 
direction and supervision of all 
departments.

– gunderman2001@aol.com

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
 Opportunity awaits you, Aries. You   
just need to know where to look to get 
the best deal. Start chasing after your 
heart’s desire because you could just 
get it this week.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
 A financial windfall could be just 
over the horizon, Taurus. Stay the 
course over the next several days and 
wait and see what falls into your lap. 
You may be very surprised.
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
 People in your life want the best 
for you, Gemini. Accept their support 
and good wishes and use each as a 
guiding light when challenges arise. 
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
 The stars are all but shouting that 
you need some self-care right now, 
Cancer. Put aside all of the tasks you 
think you need to do and turn atten-
tion to tending to your own needs.  
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
 Leo, your love interest seems like he 
or she is keeping something from you, 
but avoid drawing any conclusions. A 
surprise may be in store for you.  
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
 Virgo, take it slow may be the ad-
vice that is coming your way, but that 
might be hard right now. Your time is 
in demand and many people are seek-
ing your expertise. Take a breath.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
 You don’t have to travel too far to 
find happiness this week, Libra. It’s in 
all the small things around you. No 
extraordinary gestures are needed to 
make you smile.
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
 Scorpio, a potential love match 
could be on the horizon. Approach 
this with caution, but don’t be afraid 
to share your thoughts and dreams 
with someone special.
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
 Be careful when sharing your deep-
est desires and secrets, Sagittarius. 
There are many people you can trust, 
so make an effort to identify them be-
fore opening up. 
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
 Capricorn, your dreams can take 
you far, but smarts and action need to 
factor into the equation as well. Start 
fleshing out your plan and get moving.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
 Your friends can be a great help 
when you need some relationship ad-
vice this week, Aquarius. Seek their 
input and factor it into any decision 
you make.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
 Pisces, if a friend or family member 
causes drama for you, don’t let it get 
in your way. Offer to help but be ready 
for this person to seek their own path.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

FEBRUARY 19
 Millie Bobby Brown, Actress (19)
FEBRUARY 20
 Rihanna, Singer (35)
FEBRUARY 21
 Sophie Turner, Actress (27)
FEBRUARY 22
 Rajon Rondo, Athlete (37)
FEBRUARY 23
 Dakota Fanning, Actress (29)
FEBRUARY 24
 O’Shea Jackson, Jr., Actor (32)
FEBRUARY 25
 Sean Astin, Actor (52)

– https://wfcreport.com

Joyce J. Blevins, was hired as Deputy Town Clerk and then appointed 
Town Clerk and served  from 1972 through 2000. Blevins collaborating 
with Mark Gunderman, shared her personal notes from the town council 
meeting minutes and newspaper articles which were essential in the writ-
ing of this article. Courtesy Marty Barley.

At Rural King we have an outstanding product mix with items such 
as livestock feed, farm equipment, agricultural parts, lawn mowers, 
workwear, fashion clothing, housewares and toys with Every Day Low 
Prices. Our friendly staff will help you fi nd whatever you’re looking for. 

FREE Coffee & Popcorn!FREE Coffee & Popcorn!
Rural King

465 South St. Front Royal, VA 22630
540-631-1740  •  ruralking.com

Open 7 days a week from 7am - 9pm

NOW HIRING IN FRONT ROYAL

Tony’s TiresTony’s Tires

Convenient Location Across 7th St. Next to Ramsey's
11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal • 540-551-0922

NEW Expanded Services!!
• New Brand Name Tires
• Steering & Suspension Components
• Mounting & Balancing
• Custom Wheels

• Oil Changes
• Brake Jobs
• Flat Repairs
• Great Prices!

TonysTiresFrontRoyal.com
Closed Sun. & � urs.

Associate Broker/REALTOR®

TeamDanielsVA@gmail.com
Cell: (540) 683-7550 

Sharon Daniels:
Licensed in VA & WV
SharonLDaniels-RealEstate.com

415 South St Suite C, Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 636-7700

(540) 683-7550
TeamDanielsVA.com

124042 _ PREMIER

Team Daniels SELLERS:
Now is the time 

to list for the 
spring market. 
Contact me for 

updated values!
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January 2023 Indictments

Elizabeth Ann Orrison
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about June 19, 2022, 
in the County of Warren, Eliza-
beth Ann Orrison, 28, of the 200 
block of Th rift Rd., Madison, VA 
22727, did unlawfully  and feloni-
ously, willfully and intentionally 
make a material false statement 
on a consent form  required on 
such fi rearm transaction record as 
may be required by federal law in 
connection with the purchase of a 
fi rearm. 

Hunter Deforest Andrews
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about November 11, 
2022, in the County of Warren, 

Hunter Deforest Andrews, 24, 
address unknown, did unlawfully 
and feloniously, knowingly and 
intentionally possess a controlled 
substance listed in  Schedule I or 
Schedule II of the Drug Control 
Act.

Seth Guy Barratt
 Th e Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about June 27, 2022, in the 
County of Warren, Seth Guy Bar-
ratt, 40, address unknown, did un-
lawfully and  feloniously utter or 
attempt to employ as true a check 
#3117, knowing such document 
to be forged. 

Seth Guy Barratt
 Th e Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about September 5, 2022, in 

the County of Warren, Seth Guy 
Barratt, 40, address unknown, did 
unlawfully  and feloniously utter 
or attempt to employ as true a 
video gaming ticket knowing such 
document to be forged.

Caitlin Rianne Ball
 Th e Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about July 19, 2021, in the 
County of Warren, Caitlin Ri-
anne Ball, 26, of the 15000 block 

of Gaff ney Circle, Gainesville, VA 
20155, did unlawfully and  feloni-
ously, knowingly and intentionally 
possess a controlled substance, 
to-wit:  Methamphetamine listed 
in Schedule II of the Drug Control 
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Adopt today! Call 540-635-4734

FREE
ESTIMATES!

SAME DAY
SERVICE

803B N. Royal Ave.
Front Royal, VA 22630
www.ddsserviceshvac.com
COMFORT MATTERS

Charlie says: “My 
Dad and Mom 

Rescued Me, My 
Friends Need To Be 

Rescued!!!”

Adopt today! Call 540-635-4734

Friends Need To Be 

DAVE’S
DIVERSIFIED SERVICES

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
SERVICE &

INSTALLATION

540-636-3396
Daisy Mae is a 6 year old 
easy going Shepherd mix 
looking for her FURever 
family! She is extremely 
sweet, easy to walk and 
happy to be around other 
dogs! She has lived with 
other dogs of all sizes, cats, 
and children so she would 
make the perfect addition 
to most homes! Give us a 
shout if you’d like to meet 
her and check out the 

application at humanesocietywarrencounty.com

Red – This tiger 
striped king is THE 

BEST! Sweetest 
boy in all the 

land and likes to 
give hugs and be 
held. If you’re in 
the market for a 

young (7months), 
handsome, loving 

lap cat, Red is your 
boy! Come on by 

and see for yourself. 
Call 540-635-4734!

ALL YOUR HVAC NEEDS!
WE DO SHEETMETAL FABRICATION
If you can draw it, we can make it!

Driver Improvement Clinic - Licensed by DMV
“Better Driving Through Better Training”

DMV/Court Ordered  •  Work  •  New Drivers
Volunteer (earn points)  •  Insurance Rate Reduction

Call 24/7 • (540) 635-9015 • Craig Strickler, Owner/Instructor

Saturday: March 11, 2023Saturday: March 11, 2023
Cost of the 8 hr class is $6500  •  From 8am - 5pm

at the Double Tree Hotel (old Holiday Inn)
111 Hospitality Dr. Front Royal, Va. 22630
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Act.

Rachel Susanne Melvin
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about July 5, 2022, in the Coun-
ty of Warren, Rachel Susanne 
Melvin, 32, of the 2700 block of 
Reliance Rd., Middletown, VA 
22645, did unlawfully  and feloni-
ously and maliciously wound or 
by any means cause bodily injury 
to Shannon Melvin,  with the in-
tent to maim, disfigure, disable, or 
kill.

Steven Richard Mills
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 

Court Grand Jury charges Ste-
ven Richard Mills, 57, of the 100 
block of Accomack Circle, Front 
Royal, VA 22630, with five counts. 
COUNT ONE: In the County 
of Warren, Steven Richard  Mills 
did unlawfully and feloniously, 
knowingly and intentionally pos-
sess a controlled substance,  to-
wit: Methamphetamine listed in 
Schedule II of the Drug Control 
Act. COUNT TWO: did unlaw-
fully and feloniously, knowingly 
and intentionally possess a con-
trolled substance, to-wit: Fentanyl 
listed in Schedule II of the Drug 
Control Act. Date of the offenses 
was on or about August 19, 2022.

Stephanie Carlina Porter
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about May 1, 2022, in the 
County of Warren, Stephanie Car-
lina Porter, 29, of the 1800 block 
of Metzerott Rd., Hyattsville, MD 
20783, did unlawfully  and felo-
niously while being a parent of, 
guardian for or person respon-
sible for the care of a  child then 
under the age of eighteen years, 
commit a willful act or omission 
in the care of said  child, which 
was so gross, wanton as to show a 
reckless disregard for human life.

Blake Christian Noakes
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about October 31, 2022, 
in the County of Warren, Blake 
Christian Noakes, 25, of the 400 
block of Randolph Ave., Front 
Royal, VA 22630, did  unlawfully 
and feloniously, having received 
a visible or audible signal from a 
law-enforcement  officer to bring 
his motor vehicle to a stop, drive 
such motor vehicle in a willful or 
wanton  disregard of such signal 
so as to interfere with or endanger 
the operation of the law-enforce-
ment  vehicle or endanger a per-
son, and the speed of the accused 
exceeded the maximum allowed 
by twenty miles per hour.   

Michael Lee Jeffries
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about September 12, 2022, 
in the County of Warren, Michael 
Lee Jeffries, 39, of the 100 block of 
E. North St., Strasburg, VA 22657, 
did  unlawfully and feloniously, 
knowingly and intentionally pos-
sess a controlled substance, to-
wit: Fentanyl, listed in Schedule II 
of the Drug Control Act. 

Michael Lee Jeffries
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about December 15, 2022, 
in the County of Warren, Michael 
Lee Jeffries of the 100 block of E. 
North St., Strasburg, VA 22657, 
did  unlawfully and feloniously, 
knowingly and intentionally pos-
sess a controlled substance, to-
wit:  Methamphetamine listed in 
Schedule II of the Drug Control 
Act. 

Ashleigh Michelle Hutzell
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about July 6, 2022, in the 
County of Warren, Ashleigh Mi-
chelle Hutzell, 21, of the 100 block 
of Nottoway Dr., Stephens City, 
VA 22655, did unlawfully and fe-
loniously manufacture, sell, give, 
distribute or possess with the 
intent to  manufacture, sell, give, 
or distribute, a controlled sub-
stance, to-wit: Fentanyl classified 
in Schedule II of the Drug Control 
Act.

Richard Earl Jones
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 

Court Grand Jury charges Richard 
Earl  Jones, 42, of the 100 block 
of Accomac Rd., Front Royal, VA 
22630, with ten counts. COUNTS 
ONE through TEN: In the County 
of Warren, Richard Earl Jones, did 
unlawfully and feloniously know-
ingly possess child pornography. 
(Images 1 to 203) Date of the of-
fenses was on or about October 
13, 2021. 

 A Grand Jury Indictment is only 
a charge and not evidence of guilt. 
The defendants are entitled to a 
fair trial with the burden on the 
government to prove guilt beyond 
a reasonable doubt.

– news@warrencountyreport.com

Check out our Facebook Page for Weekly Updated Pictures & SALE Information!!

THREE Locations!
476 North Main St.

(former Ben Franklin Store)
WOODSTOCK  540-459-2655

466 North Main St.
(To right of On Second Thought!)

WOODSTOCK  540-459-2334

390 East King Street, Suite 6
(Beside Blue Ridge Hospice Thrift Shop)

STRASBURG  540-465-2655

On Second Thought Consign & Thrift

WOODSTOCKWOODSTOCK

STRASBURGSTRASBURG
Want to freshen up your wardrobe or space with the latest styles?
We have you covered at On Second Thought Consign and Thrift! With daily sales and 
most items being 25% to 90% off, you will fi nd a deal you can’t say no to! We have the 
latest styles at a fraction of the cost!

NEW TO OUR FAMILY: Looking for unique items or quality furniture? In the same 
shopping plaza and just a few doors down from our On Second Thought Consign & Thrift 
Woodstock location, you will fi nd a huge store fi lled to the brim with over 100 vendors! We 
are currently showcasing furniture, antiques, Longaberger baskets and many other unique 
and vintage items. You truly have to see it to believe it! 

WOODSTOCKWOODSTOCK

Valley Treasures has joined the 
On Second Thought family!!!

Pacific Landscaping LLC

Call us for a  free quote:
• Fence Repairs
• Fence and Deck Staining/Painting
• Retaining Wall (stone, brick, and
 block)
• Concrete Stamps
• Fire Pits
• Paver Patios
• Gardening Services (mulching,
 flowerbeds, edging, etc.)

(540) 313-2721
We are licensed and insured!

pacificlandllc@gmail.com

Serving Frederick and surrounding counties

Mountain MysticMountain Mystic

215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318

Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry, chimes, 
rock and mineral specimens, books, Tarot & Oracle cards, greeting 
cards, journals, tapestries, candles, incense, fragrance and essential oils, 
stickers, and so many more one of a kind items!

Open Thur. – Monday 12-5

Trading CompanyTrading Company

Georgia Rossiter
Attorney At Law

117 W Boscawen St.  Suite 4  Winchester
Phone (540) 535-2001 • Fax (540) 535-2210

Concentrating in Family Law & Equine Law
Divorce   •   Child Custody   •   Support

Are you great at 
COMMISSION 
AD SALES?

Email:
dan@wfcreport.com
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“Just Because” spreads kindness to teachers and school staff

By Ashley Miller
Warren/Frederick County Report

 For teachers and support staff 
across Shenandoah County, a 
small act of kindness, placed in 
their mailboxes monthly, reminds 
them that they matter, and their 
hard work and efforts are recog-
nized. 
 Karen Caspersen, founder, Just 
Because, based out of Woodstock, 
never imagined that in five years, 
Just Because would be making the 
impact it’s made. But with over 
200 volunteers, a board of direc-
tors, and support from the greater 
community, here she is- spreading 

kindness through a simple act. 
 “It’s been a wild ride and I’m 
just floored by the growth and 
kindness we’ve received since 
2017/18.” Caspersen said. 
 Just Because, a 501 (c) 3 that 
spreads kindness through quar-
terly goodie bags to over one thou-
sand teachers and support staff at 
ten schools across Shenandoah 
County was founded in 2018 after 
Caspersen recognized a need. 
 “Kindness is in short supply,” 
she said. “So that little unexpected 
treat makes a difference.”
 After a friend and teacher ap-
proached her about the difficulties 
she was facing in the classroom, 

Caspersen said she began to un-
derstand and notice a pattern. 
Through the tears and a shared 
piece of cheesecake, Caspersen 
immediately wanted to help. With 
two children of her own- also 
teachers, Caspersen recognized 
firsthand how there are often 
times teachers as well as support 
staff go unrecognized, are under-
paid and often overworked.
 That gave her an idea.
 Robinson Elementary School 
was the first school Just Because 
touched. Two items were placed 
in a bag and put in mailboxes. The 
appreciation was overwhelming; 
Caspersen said she realized she 
was on the right track. 
 “Just Because is important be-
cause it makes a difference in the 
lives of people,” she explained. “It 
has grown from one or two items 
to 15 items in each bag, which is 
worth almost $8.” 
 Items for the goodie bags are 
donated in-kind from businesses, 
civic groups, churches, and in-
dividuals and include dry erase 
markers, individually packed 

sweet treats, ChapStick, inspira-
tional bracelets, hand sanitizer 
and other useful items that bring 
joy. Many of the items are deco-
rated around a particular theme 
or holiday. Caspersen said this 
gives a little something extra to 
the project. The nonprofit pro-
vides tax receipts to donors and 
publicly likes to thank their spon-
sors for their continuous and gra-
cious help. 
 Annually Just Because costs 

roughly $35,000, which Caspers-
en said only a small portion 
is used for administration 
fees. Goodie bags filled with do-
nations are dropped off at each 
school four times a year, with ad-
ditional items left in mailboxes 
on “off months” to promote a 
little additional kindness.  
 Just Because wouldn’t be what 
it is without the helpful hands 
of some 200 volunteers, ranging 
in all ages. Caspersen said her 
youngest volunteer was in kin-
dergarten and loved helping dec-
orate and stuff the goodie bags.
 “It was just the sweetest thing,” 
she said. “To watch people help 
this little four-year-old. It was 
something.”
 Community is what makes Just 
Because so important. “To band 
together for a common cause.”
 Word is spreading throughout 
Shenandoah County and more 

helpful hands pop-up almost 
weekly. 
 “I’m starting to really expand to 
the youth groups, which I love,” 
she said. She’s also touching on 
Girl Scout troops, FFA groups 
across the county and other pro-
grams that work with youth. 
Caspersen said she’s encouraged 
by the eagerness to volunteer and 
support many of their own teach-
ers. Just Because has also part-

Holly Ohlin and Yvonne Lytton joined Karen Caspersen at the Shenandoah 
County Chamber of Commerce Gala, where Just Because was nominated 
as Nonprofit of the Year. Both have been part of Just Because since Day 
1. Photos courtesy of “Just Because.”

December 2020 items distributed to teachers and support staff in 
Shenandoah County.

Tues.-Sat. 8–4 (Lobby closed 11am-12 noon for lunch)

540-622-8085
www.ShearElegancePetBoutique.com

918 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal (in front of UPS)

Shear Elegance Pet Boutique
Dogs & Cats Welcome

$15 Nail Trim • Call for Appointment

“We Give Your Pets the Love,
Care & Respect they Deserve”

Matthews 
Auto Center
13 W. Duck Street • Front Royal

(540) 636-7567
Complete Auto Repair 

and Maintenance
ASE Master Technician • VA State Inspections

Between the bridges!

When Quality counts
Count on Us!

Carpet & Upholstery CleaningCarpet & Upholstery Cleaning

(540) 636-8718(540) 636-8718
• Carpet Repair / Stretch
• Water / Flood Extraction
• Tile / Grout Cleaning
• Hardwood Floor - Clean & Seal
• VCT Tile - Strip & Wax

Best ofBest of
WINNERWINNER
10 Years10 Years

in a row!in a row!

400 Weems Lane  •  Winchester, VA 22601
540-678-1791  •  www.MalloyToyota.com

We Buy Cars too!
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nered with Shen-Paco Industries, 
which focuses on providing an as-
sortment of services to individuals 
with disabilities. 
 Like everyone else, Caspersen is 
a volunteer. A retired pastor, Just 
Because has become her full-time 
job. She’s converted her basement 
into a homework space, organized 

for bag stuffi  ng events and a place 
to gather to discuss all things Just 
Because. On stuffi  ng event days, 
she organizes groups of ten to 
help insert sponsorship cards into 
bags, decorate bags and every-
thing in-between. Each school has 
their own tote with wheels and on 
drop off  days, volunteers designat-

ed to each school take the goodie 
bags to mailboxes and watch the 
magic begin. 
 Caspersen said she’s been told 
it’s like “opening up a Christmas 
stocking and wondering what’s in-
side.”
 All items are the same in each 
bag. From a Cutie to a bag of 
tea that said “you’re tea-rrifi c” 
Caspersen said it was important to 
her to be able to off er useful, but 
fun items. Other popular items 
have included packs of seeds, to 
Twinkies dressed up as Minions. 
 “Doing something for a stranger 
that puts a smile on their face,” she 
said. “Th at’s why we do it.”
 On Wednesday March 13, the 
greater community is invited to 
join Caspersen for a St. Patrick’s 
Day inspired Just Because Appre-
ciation Event and Silent Auction 
at the Woodstock Brew House on 
123 E. Court St., Woodstock, Va. 
Tickets are $15 per person or $25 

per couple.
 All proceeds from the auction 
will be used to purchase items 
for upcoming and future goodie 
bags. Doors open at 5 p.m., with 
bidding ending at 6:30 p.m. Win-
ners will be announced once bid-
ding closes. Th e auction includes 
windchimes, gift certifi cates, craft 
items, jewelry and more. Cash or 
check only accepted. No credit 
cards. Entertainment will be pro-
vided by Rich Follett as well as 
Russ Kohrs.
 “Th is is a great opportunity for 
the community to come out and 
learn more about Just Because,” 
she said. “Our teachers and sup-
port staff  really appreciate what 
we do. It’s nice to be able to share 
that with everyone.”
 Guests are encouraged to dress 
up and celebrate the St. Patrick’s 
Day holiday. A pot at the end of 
the rainbow will be off ered, along 
with Irish refreshments. 

 When she looks back on the last 
fi ve years, and what drove the suc-
cess of Just Because, Caspersen 
said the “number of people in-
volved and spreading the word 
about our important work.” 
 “We have more similarities than 
diff erences,” she explained. “If 
we could all just recognize that, 
I think more kindness would be 
spread.” 
 As Just Because continues to 
grow, Caspersen said they have 
needs that always need to be met; 
she encourages the community to 
visit Just Because online, www.
justbecauseteach.org and contact 
her.
 Opportunities include adminis-
tration, donation solicitation and 
event assistance. 
 When asked why she created 
Just Because, Caspersen said “Just 
Because.”

– ashley.a.l.miller@gmail.com

Massanutten Military Academy provided assistance with a bag stuffi ng 
event.

You depend on us to keep 
the lights on 24/7. That’s 
why we work around the 
clock to safely provide 
you with the most reliable, 
affordable power possible. 

Last year alone, crews 
cleared more than 
1,500 miles of right-of-
way areas and removed 
27,000 hazard trees. Tree 
maintenance is ongoing 
and crews continue to 
upgrade equipment in 
the power delivery system.

Why? Because reliability 
is everything.

because reliability 
is everything

STEPHENS CITY
100 Elizabeth Drive
540.869.9555

FRONT ROYAL
600 Commerce Avenue
540.635.4137

WINCHESTER   
1830 Valley Avenue
540.667.6777

WOODSTOCK
1001 South Main Street
540.459.2105

STRASBURG
33230 Old Valley Pike
540.465.9292

Weichert Realtors
824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

Looking to Buy or Sell? I can help!
Kathy McLendon, Realtor
cell 540-622-7698
  kathymclendon2016@gmail.com
VA License #0225227296

Month to month,
no contract 
memberships available

Month to month,
no contract 
memberships available

(540) 636-3400  •  www.fitevofr.com  •  485 South St.
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Master Gardeners to hold Valley Symposium March 11

By Ashley Miller
Warren/Frederick County Report

 Garden enthusiasts are invited 
to attend the Northern Shenando-
ah Valley Master Gardeners, NS-
VMGA, “Gardening in the Valley 
Symposium” on March 11 from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The day will consist 
of speakers, educational topics, 
door prizes, raffles, and fun. 
 Lynn Hoffmann, master gar-
dener and publicity chair, said the 
event is hosted at Shenandoah 
University, in Mary Henkel Hall 
during spring break. Tickets are 
$55 for NSVMGA members or 
$65 for non-members and include 
a continental breakfast and lunch 
for attendees. 
 Proceeds from the symposium 
benefit the Northern Shenandoah 
Valley Master Gardeners Associa-
tion scholarship fund, a fund that 
“encourage[s] students to focus on 
a horticultural related field while 
attending college and to continue 
volunteering and supporting their 

communities,” their website said.
 Five speakers will inform guests 
on various gardening topics and 
how to continue to connect with 
the environment. Scheduled top-
ics include: “The Ecology of the 
Garden,” with Assistant Profes-
sor of Entomology Dr. Karin 
Burghardt, at the University of 
Maryland and research associ-
ate at the Smithsonian Environ-
mental Research Center; ‘Our 
Journey from the Vineyard to the 
Tasting Room,” with Loretta and 
Paul Briede from Briede Fam-
ily Vineyards; “Intentional Garden 
Design,” with Ginger Anderson of 
Oak Spring Garden Foundation; 
“The Best Flowers for the Best 
Life,” with Jessica Hall of Harmony 
Harvest Farm and “The World of 
Fungi” with Sharon Briggs of Peas-
ant’s Parcel. 

 Hoffmann, who has been a mas-
ter gardener for over 20 years, said 
she looks forward to the sympo-
sium each year. Adding “it’s a really 
fun day and [we] keep it lively.” 
 “We’ve had a great turn out, 
and we’re really happy to have this 
face-to-face presentation for the 
community,” she said. 
 Attendance averages between 
160-180 guests, including lo-
cal gardeners as well as master 
gardeners, to those with green 
thumbs or without, to everyone 
in-between, eager to learn all 
things gardening.
 Hoffmann said they have some 
gardeners who attend the sym-
posium every year because “each 
year the program offers something 
different,” whether educational or 
informative. 
 “I think people really like to gar-

den or see what’s new,” Hoffmann 
said when asked about why she 
believes the event has been so suc-
cessful since its inception. “You 
can’t just go out on a weekend and 
find a gardening event,” she ex-
plained.
 “We try to have a nice educa-
tional event once a year, so people 
have that opportunity to come and 
ask the speakers questions, ask 
gardening questions, gather in-
sight. They really enjoy it. On top 
of a great event, we always have a 
great raffle,” Hoffmann added. 
 Over twenty raffle items will be 
available this year, including two 
golf packages, quilts, and garden-
ing items. Door prizes will also 
be available, including gift certifi-
cates, which Hoffmann said local 

businesses donated to the event.
 She said, “40% to 50% of every-
one who comes to the symposium 
goes home with something that 
they won. And if not- we have 
goodies bags with different hand-
outs and things they can take 
home and use in their own gar-
dens.”
 During breaks, guests will have 
the opportunity to visit with ven-
dors, ask questions, purchase 
books, and even visit the master 
gardeners “Happy Anniversary” 
table from the extension office. An 
event will be held later this year 
Hoffmann said. 
 “There have been a lot of people 
over the last 30 years that we want 
to thank,” Hoffmann said. “A lot of 
master gardeners, as well as a lot 
of our extension agents that have 
retired.”
 Hoffmann said the group has 
been serving the Shenandoah Val-
ley for thirty years in five counties: 
Clarke, Frederick, Page, Shenan-
doah and Warren.
 “Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion Master Gardeners are edu-
cators who volunteer within their 
communities to encourage and 
promote environmentally sound 
horticulture practices through 
sustainable landscape manage-
ment, education and training,” 

Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardeners Association sponsored 
these past scholarship winners.

Hester Auditorium at Shenandoah University will be the site of the 2023 
Gardening in the Valley Symposium 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on March 11. Photos 
courtesy of Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardeners, NSVMGA.

autocareclinic.comautocareclinic.comkiblersautocareclinic.comkiblersautocareclinic.com

Auto Care Clinic
6768 Winchester Road
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 635-BILL (2455)

Kibler’s Auto Care Clinic
861 South Main Street
Woodstock, VA 22664

(540) 459-5755

Open  M-F 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Closed weekends for Family Time!

Open  M-F 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed weekends for Family Time!

Woodstock, VaWoodstock, Va Front Royal, VaFront Royal, Va

From Your Local Family Owned & Operated

Auto Care Clinics
Import and Domestic General Repair   •  We Fix It Right!

• Premier Customer Service
• Free Loaner Cars or Shuttle Service!
• Car Care Club Discounts!

Celebrating 30 years!Celebrating 30 years!
((1993-20231993-2023))

Home Improvements
& Repairs

Remodeling • Decks
Deck Steps • Fences

Junk Removal • And More!

Christoff Construction LLC
Serving Stephens City and Beyond
703-895-7711 | www.christoffconstruction.com

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates
CALL NOW!
703-895-7711

O� ering Something DIFFERENT in Senior Living
540-636-2008

973 Buck Mountain Road
Bentonville, VA 22610

www.hiddenspringsseniorliving.com

* Assisted Living
* Advanced Care
* Memory Care

MASTERS OF ALL THINGS

HARDWARIAN
FRONT ROYAL

Ramsey True Value Hardware
703 North Royal Avenue • Phone (540) 635-2547

BERRYVILLE
Berryville True Value Hardware

600 East Main St • Phone (540) 955-1900
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their website explained. 
 “We’ve really expanded over 
the years,” she said. “We’ve more 
than doubled in size in the past ten 
years. We continue to grow and 
are always looking for members to 
join too.”

 Hoff mann said the symposium 
is also a great way for local garden-
ers to learn more about the master 
gardener program and how they 
too can participate in the program. 
 “I’ve been in the program for 22 
years,” she said. Adding that she’s 
encouraged by the continuous 
education she receives and said it 
“improves yearly.” 
 “Th ere’s a big diff erence from 
when I fi rst took it [the course] to 

now,” she explained. “Th ey have 
revamped the teaching guide and 
it’s almost like a college course 
now.”
 Th e trainee course is 50 hours 
of education and covers topics in-
cluding soil, pest management, in-
sects, and various types of plants. 
 Hoff mann said they are required 
to continue their education each 
year and they work diligently to 
stay up to date on any changes 

with current issues.
 “We really try to stay on the 
cutting edge of what’s going on 
around us,” she said. “For the com-
munity and ourselves.” 
 Being a master gardener is 
more than gardening and educa-
tion; members are asked to help 
educate their local communities 
by volunteering. “You have to re-
ally want to get to know your local 
community,” Hoff mann said. 
 Upon graduation, “trainees 
graduate to interns,” the NSVMA 
website said. From there, “interns 
must complete 50 hours of hands-
on-training during their fi rst year 
by volunteering time back to edu-
cational activities and programs 
available throughout the Valley.”   
 “Th e more I see the community, 
the more I realize people are not 
getting outside” Hoff mann said 
when explaining why the organi-
zation has been so important to 
her. “Especially kids.” 
 “We have kids’ programs, and 
the kids are just amazed. Th ey love 
to go out and dig, get dirty, and 
learn.”
 Hoff mann said gardening can 
also be fun for new homeown-
ers. “Maybe they’re starting to 
stabilize, so they purchased their 
fi rst home, but they have no clue 

what to do. So, they call us. We go 
out and talk to them; they’re just 
so thankful that they have some-
body to talk to and they know- if 
they get stuck, that they can call 
us right back and we’ll help in any 
way we can.”
 Other popular events hosted 
by the master gardeners include 
the Seed Exchange at Blandy, 
GardenFest and Master Gardener 
Plant Sale at Belle Grove Plan-
tation, Gardening in the Valley 
Tour, workshops, talks and demos 
throughout the Northern Shenan-
doah Valley.
 To learn more about the North-
ern Shenandoah Valley Master 
Gardeners, visit www.nsvmga.
org. Tickets are now on sale for the 
2023 Gardening in the Valley Sym-
posium.

– ashley.a.l.miller@gmail.com

Apply Now at: careers.walmart.com
or Text “Jobs” to 240240

Why work at Walmart?
Training and Opportunity
• Walmart Academy training for career advancement
• More than 300,000 US associates promoted with higher pay in FY 2021
• More than 75% of salaried store management teams started as hourly
• As of March 2021, average US hourly wage was over $15.25 per hour

Education Benefi ts
• Associates have the opportunity to go back to school, paid for by Walmart
• Finish high school, earn a college degree or professional certifi cate

Health care and insurance options made affordable
• All eligible associates – both full- and part-time – have affordable options
• Medical plans starting at $30.50 per pay period
• Dental and vision plans and coverage for domestic partners is available
• Free access to nurse care managers and health care advisors
• Company-paid life insurance

Many other benefi ts including:
• 401(k) options from day 1 with 6% match after one year on the job
• Associate stock purchase plan with company match
• 10% discount on regularly priced general merchandise at Walmart stores
• Discounts on travel, cell phone services, entertainment and other goods
• Paid time off
• Maternal and parental leave and adoption benefi ts for salaried and full-time 
hourly associates who have worked at Walmart for at least 12 months

  See current bene� ts at careers.walmart.com

• Starting at $14-$16 per hour!
• Auto Care Center
• Fuel Station
• Stocking & Unloading
• General Merchandise
• Hourly Supervisor & Training
• Food & Grocery

• Cashier & Front End Services
• Stocking & Unloading
• Online Orderfi lling & Delivery
• Health & Wellness
• Deli/Bakery Team
• Asset Protection
• Meat/Produce Team

Winchester and Front Royal openings include:

Walmart #1406: 2350 S Pleasant Valley Rd Winchester
Walmart #3344: 501 Walmart Dr Winchester
Walmart #4514: 201 Maranto Manor Dr Winchester
Walmart #5105: 10 Riverton Commons Dr Front Royal

Walmart Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer – By Choice.
 Walmart Inc. participates in E-Verify.

Limited dates remain.
Book your event now:
dan@route11dj.com

Upcoming events with
Dan McDermott

Tues. Feb. 28, 2023 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock, Va. Moose*

Fri. Mar. 3, 2023 (6-10pm)
Karaoke at Shenandoah Valley Axe 

Throwing Company
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. 

Front Royal, VA 22630

Fri. Mar. 10, 2023 (6-10pm)
Karaoke at Shenandoah Valley Axe 

Throwing Company
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. 

Front Royal, VA 22630

Sat. Mar. 11, 2023 (7:30-11pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock, Va. Moose*

Tues. Mar. 14, 2023 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock, Va. Moose*

Fri. Mar. 17, 2023 (7-11pm)
Karaoke St. Patrick’s Day Party at 

Edinburg, Va. VFW
(Special Event Open to the Public)

Fri. Mar. 24, 2023 (6-10pm)
Karaoke at Shenandoah Valley Axe 

Throwing Company
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. 

Front Royal, VA 22630

Tues. Mar. 28, 2023 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock, Va. Moose*

*Private clubs open to members and 
properly invited guests

route11dj.com

BUILDING, REMODELING 
& HANDYMAN SERVICEBS

Replacement Windows • Siding Decks 
& Porches • Roof Repair Additions 

Finished Basements • Fine Carpentry • Ceramic 
Tile Interior & Exterior Painting • Floor Covering 

 Tree & Yard Work • Power Washing

Call Buck
(540) 551-2673

BETH
ASSOCIATE BROKER

540-671-6145  •  beth@whatmattersw2.com

Learn more about WHAT MATTERS Partners at www.whatmattersw2.com

210 E Main St.
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-671-6145

MATTERS
WHAT

WHATMATTERSW2.COM

#1 Top Producer in Offi ce 2018-2022!

Do you want to sell your home AND have 10% of listing 
commission donated to what matters to YOU?

Call me for a no obligation, no pressure consultation!

Are you great at 
COMMISSION 
AD SALES?

Email:
dan@wfcreport.com
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American Elm removed from historic church cemetery

By Mark Gunderman
Stephens City

 Art’s Tree Care of Winchester 
arrived at Stephens City UMC 
cemetery on Germain Street 
at 10:30 AM on a cold January 
morning to manage the sensitive 
removal of an American Elm tree. 
Owner Jim Anderson had previ-
ously written up the contract for 
the Church Trustees while prom-
ising to be very mindful of the his-
toric gravestones.
 According to Team Lead Mike 
Hines, the Elm was forty-fi ve 

feet tall, fi fteen inches in diam-
eter, and around forty years old. 
Th e American Elm grows fast in 
any type of soil and environment. 
Elms are loved for their graceful, 
stately shape, with branches like 
spreading fountains. Unfortunate-
ly, our cemetery Elm was spread-
ing into our neighbor’s yard and 
also threatened our centuries old 
tombstones if one of the branches 
would come down in a windstorm.
 Due to the fragile nature of the 
old limestone grave markers, the 
tree services bucket truck could 
not be driven through the cem-

etery to reach the Elm. Chris 
Hammond, an employee with the 
landscaping service, would have 
to climb the tree, by means of tree 
rigging ropes and pulleys.  Ham-
mond uses two types of chainsaws 
for his tree climbing work. Chris 
says the Stihl MS201T hands 
down is the ultimate tree climbers 
saw. It is lightweight, dependable 
and easy to operate. Hammond 
also prefers working with a 661 
C-M Magnum Stihl (36-inch bar) 
chainsaw which is best for felling 
large tree branches or taking out 
tree trunks. 
 Crew member Mike Hines han-
dled the Bandit Intimidator hand-
fed Chipper for shredding tree 
branches. It is a drum-style chip-
per featuring a 24-inch diameter 
drum with a large throat opening. 
Mike easily pushed large brush 
stacks and limbs through power-
ful dual feed wheels mounted in 
Bandit’s Slide Box Feed System.
 A third team member Shane 
Stine worked the wheel barrow 
hauling the brush stacks and 
trunk wedges after they were cut 
into manageable sizes back to the 
parking lot for shredding or load-
ing onto the large commercial 
GMC truck. Th e American Elm 
was taken down to the stump and 

the property was cleared of tree 
branches and large brush stacks 
in two hours. 
 Unfortunately, the historic 1882 
Mast, Foos & Company Spring-
fi eld Ohio, Buckeye Wrought Iron 
Punched Rail Fence was leaning 
into the tree and that prevented 
the stump from being totally tak-
en out. Th e Ohio  manufacturer 
was the premier fence company 
that provided many Victorian 
homes, public buildings and cem-
eteries with exceptional fences. 
Th e Buckeye fence was known 
as a show stopper during the late 
1800s. 
 Th e tree removal was done in 
an eff ort to keep the two hundred- 
and thirty-year-old cemetery free 
of debris and to allow for easier 

maintenance of the property 
grounds. Tony Cook (Building Su-
pervisor) maintains the cemetery 
grounds and said the tree removal 
will make lawn care a little less 
troublesome. It was only 1 PM and 
Mike’s crew was off  to another job 
on a busy Tuesday afternoon.

About the Cemetery

  On this site in 1789 a log meet-
ing house was built. A graveyard 
lay to the back of it which still ex-
ists and where some of the town’s 
early residents were buried. Th e 
graveyard includes the remains of 
close friends of Methodist Bishop 
Francis Asbury who fi rst preached 
here in 1783. Friends he noted 
visiting and working with dur-
ing the early days of Methodism 
were local preacher Elisha Phelps 
(buried 1815) and preacher and 
Revolutionary War Veteran John 
Bell Tilden (buried 1838). Rev. Eli-
sha Phelps wife Elizabeth (buried 
1812) was Granddaughter of Jost 
Hite (early land speculator) and 
daughter of Colonel John Hite of 
Revolutionary fame. Sons of the 
American Revolution (SAR) be-
lieve Th omas Steele, buried here 
in 1834, supported the Revolu-
tionary War by taking the Oath 
of Allegiance and donating provi-
sions.

– gunderman2001@aol.com

Chris Hammond removes the tree tops high above historic cemetery 
grounds. Photos courtesy Marty Barley.

Shane Stine cuts up remainder of the tree trunk for hauling off to the 
county landfi ll. The 1882 Mast, Foos & Company Wrought Iron Punched 
Rail Fence in background.

Tree Climbers must be properly trained and experienced in recognized 
safe climbing, crown thinning and topping techniques to handle this type 
of work.

Sing HU and discover:Sing HU and discover:
A key to open your heart, andA key to open your heart, and

Experiences of peace 
A key to open your heart, andA key to open your heart, and

Experiences of peace Experiences of peace and calm

www.eckankar.org -or- www.thesoundofsoul.org

Virginia Satsang Society, Inc., a Chartered Affiliate of Eckankar

EckankarEckankar Presents Presents -

Melanie Hamel
Associate Broker • ABR, GRI, CRB, ePro

540-671-3369
mhamelbroker@gmail.com

www.melaniehamel.com
Licensed in Virginia and West Virginia

824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

Looking to List or 
Buy? Call Me Today!!

KARAOKE

• Fully Licensed
• Top Quality Sound
• Restaurants/Parties
• 20 Years Experience
• dan@route11dj.com        • Burial Plots

        • Cremation Niches
        • Granite, Marble and Bronze 
          Monuments
        • In-Ground Vases

Available at historical
Prospect Hill Cemetery

200 W. Prospect Street
Front Royal,Virginia  22630

(540) 635-5468
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Two rescued from Thursday morning house fire

 On Thursday, February 23, 2023, 
just before 5:00 am, Warren County 
Department of Fire and Rescue Ser-
vices was alerted for a residential 
structure fire with a report of oc-
cupants trapped in the 300 block of 
Loop Road.
 Based on reports of occupants 
trapped, law enforcement units from 
the Warren County Sheriff ’s Office 
and Front Royal Police Department 
responded and upon their arrival, 
confirmed a working fire and deter-
mined that an adult female and an 
infant were still inside the burning 
home. The infant was rescued by a 
neighbor while law enforcement as-
sisted in removing the adult.
 Firefighters arrived on the scene 
and immediately requested a second 
alarm response based on the signifi-
cant fire conditions and reports of 
three additional occupants trapped. 
Crews began fire suppression and 
search and rescue operations for 
the additional occupants. It was 
determined that the two rescued 
victims (a 34-year-old female and a 
9-month-old infant) were the only 
two occupants inside the home at 
the time of the fire.
 Both victims were treated on the 
scene for life-threatening injuries 
and transported by EMS to await-
ing helicopters. Both patients were 
flown to specialty hospital centers 
for further medical treatment. Ad-
ditionally, one law enforcement of-
ficer was treated on the scene and 
transported to Warren Memorial 
Hospital for smoke inhalation and 
one firefighter received minor burn 

injuries.
 Firefighters brought the fire under 
control in just over an hour. Crews 
remained on the scene for approxi-
mately 3 hours. The fire rendered the 
house a total loss.
 The cause of the fire is currently 
under investigation by the Warren 
County Fire Marshal’s Office, with 
assistance from the Warren County 
Sheriff ’s Office and Loudoun County 
Fire Marshal’s Office Canine Divi-

sion.
 Anyone with information regard-
ing this incident is encouraged to 
call Assistant Fire Marshal Austin 
Cucciardo at 540-636-3830 or email 
acucciardo@warrencountyfire.com. 
You may also contact the Warren 
County Sheriff ’s Office at 540-635-
7100 or email wcsoinv@warren-
countysheriff.org
 First Alarm Units: Engine 4 (Lin-
den), Engine 5 (Shenandoah Shores), 

Engine 2 (Rivermont), Truck 10 
(North Warren), Medic 1 (Front 
Royal), Chief 100 Chief 101
 2nd Alarm Units: Engine 3 (South 
Warren), Engine 8 (Fortsmouth), 

Medic 9 (Chester Gap), Engine 
1103 (Fauquier County), Medic 
1105 (Fauquier County), Medic 25-3 
(Strasburg), FM 4

– from a release

Now hiring
Full time & part time positions available

apply at
MartinsFoods.com/careers
MARTIN’S is an equal opportunity employer.

Douglas Harold, Jr.
Attorney at Law
BANKRUPTCY

DIVORCE

No one wants to file for bankruptcy,  
but when there is no alternative…I can help.  

(Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Only)
Stop Garnishments, Collection Activities and Lawsuits.

Specializing in Uncontested Divorce • Rapid Service - Quick Results

(Under Federal Law we are defined as a Debt Relief Agency. 
We help people file for Bankruptcy Relief under the Bankruptcy Code)

Serving the Northern Shenandoah Valley
Free Initial Telephone Consultation

35 Years Experience
• Reasonable Fees •
douglasharoldjr@yahoo.com

1114 Fairfax Pike, Ste 10
White Post, VA 22663

(540) 869-0040
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2022-23 Bear, deer, and turkey harvest data announced
 Wildlife biologists with the Vir-
ginia Department of Wildlife Re-
sources (DWR) have compiled 
preliminary figures for the 2022-23 
hunting season. Not unexpectedly, 
bear, deer, and fall turkey harvests 
all decreased from the previous 
season. According to Dr. Gray An-
derson, Wildlife Division Chief, “In 
addition to recent hunting seasons 
designed to reduce populations in 
some areas, harvest decreases ob-
served this past season could be 
related to several factors outside of 
managers’ control: hunter participa-
tion, weather, and particularly, food 
conditions. This past fall saw an 
abundant acorn crop that was wide-
spread across much of the state, 
likely leading game to move less in 
search of food and making them 
less visible and vulnerable to hunt-
ers.” Harvest reporting by success-
ful bear, deer, and turkey hunters is 
an important component of DWR’s 
management programs as harvest 
data are used to monitor game pop-
ulations and inform future regula-
tory decisions.

Black Bear

 Hunters reported harvesting 
2,232 bears during the 2022–23 bear 
hunting seasons in Virginia (see fig-
ure below). The 2022–23 bear har-
vest was approximately 25% lower 
than the harvest the previous year 
and 29% lower than the previous 
5-year average during 2017–2021. 
A lower proportion of the 2022-23 
season harvest consisted of female 
bears (41%) than the previous year 
(44%). Significant harvest decreases 
during the 3-day early firearms sea-
son (36%), the archery season (24%), 
and the muzzleloader season (55%) 
were the main contributors to the 
overall decline in the 2022-23 state-
wide bear harvest. The youth/ap-
prentice weekend harvest decreased 
by 10% and the firearms season de-
creased by 17% from the 2021-22 
season.
 The bear harvest during the 2022-
23 season decreased in both west-
ern (30%) and eastern (19%) Virgin-
ia compared to the previous season. 
This decline is the result of several 
factors. Although the magnitude 
varied regionally, a decline in bear 
harvest was observed across all re-
gions of the state, suggesting the in-
fluence of a common factor. Acorn 
abundance during the fall of 2022 
was above average across Virginia, 
and abundant acorn crops enable 
bears to move less in search of food, 
thus reducing their vulnerability to 
hunters. As the Department’s har-
vest data demonstrates through the 
past several decades, and again this 
past season, abundant acorn crops 

typically result in significant har-
vest declines during the archery and 
muzzleloader seasons. In addition, 
recent firearms season expansions 
(2017 and 2019) as well as the 3-day 
early firearms season (established 
during 2017) were designed to re-
duce bear populations, especially in 
western Virginia. As bear popula-
tions decline, harvests are expected 
to decline within subsequent years, 
so the larger declines in bear har-
vest in western Virginia were not 
unexpected. Lastly, the magnitude 
of harvest declines in the north-
western counties could be related 
to sarcoptic mange, a skin disease 
in bears. There is currently no evi-
dence, in Virginia or elsewhere, that 
the disease limits bear populations 
over the long term; however, other 
states have observed cyclic out-
breaks of mange that can impact 
bear populations locally for several 
years. The Department takes the 
problem of mange and its potential 
implications on black bears serious-
ly as it continues to gather reports, 
conduct investigations, and collabo-
rate with other states to determine 
long-term solutions and potential 
impacts on bear populations.
 The 2022–23 season was the sec-
ond during which hunters could 
only report their bear harvest 
through the DWR electronic har-

vest reporting systems using phone, 
internet, or mobile applications, 
and the fourth year during which 
successful bear hunters could report 
their harvest electronically. The 
majority (61%) of hunters reported 
their bear harvest using the mobile 
application, 28% called in their har-
vest by phone, and 11% reported 
their harvest using the internet. The 
quality of harvest data received dur-
ing the last three seasons indicate 

that the electronic reporting sys-
tem is an effective method of data 
collection, including submission of 
teeth for aging bears.
 Across all seasons when hounds 
could be used, an estimated 54% of 
bears were taken by hunters using 
hounds during 2022-23. Prelimi-
nary season estimates for the pro-
portion of bears harvested by hunt-
ers using hounds were as follows: 
3-day early firearms season (56%), 

firearms season (76%), and youth/
apprentice weekend (79%).
 Virginia continues to provide di-
verse opportunities for a successful 
bear hunt. For additional details on 
black bear management in Virginia 
please visit our web page (www.
dwr.virginia.gov/wildlife/bear/). 
Data presented in this summary are 
preliminary and only include bears 
killed in the regulated bear hunting 
seasons.
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Custom Glide-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry. 

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 
(540) 660-3497

*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Glide-Out Shelves. EXP 4/30/23. Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.
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today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR
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Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 
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FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!
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White-Tailed Deer

 During the 2022–23 deer hunting 
season, hunters harvested 184,968 
deer in Virginia, down approxi-
mately 3% from the 190,582 deer 
taken during the same time frame 
the previous season. This year’s to-
tal included 90,242 antlered bucks, 
1,113 bucks that had shed their 
antlers, 11,921 button bucks, and 

81,692 does (44%).
 The youth and apprentice deer-
hunting weekend resulted in a har-
vest of 2,358 deer. Archery hunters 
took 16% of the total deer harvest 
while muzzleloading deer hunters 
and firearms hunters took 24% and 
60% of the total harvest, respec-
tively. This is the second season that 
all deer were reported using the 
Department’s electronic harvest re-

See HUNTING, 16

540-635-7064
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www.royaloakcomputers.com

203 E. Main St.
Front Royal, Va.

Computers aren’t just for work.

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any 
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porting systems (telephone, online 
and mobile app).
 The 2022-23 deer harvest, down 
8% from the last ten-year average 
of 200,351, was likely impacted by 
above average hard mast conditions 
across much of the state which gen-
erally leads to decreased deer move-
ments and lower harvests. Weather 
during the 2022-23 deer season was 
also highly variable with unseason-
ably warm temperatures or precipi-
tation falling on the opening day of 
multiple seasons (archery and muz-
zleloader). Over much of the state, 
the Department has continued its 
efforts to reduce deer populations 
which, when successful, would also 
result in reduced fall deer harvest 
numbers.
 Annual deer harvest totals by 
county dating back to 1947, includ-
ing the county specific deer harvest 
totals, can be found on the Depart-
ment’s website at dwr.virginia.gov/
wildlife/deer/harvest/.
 Data presented in this summary 
are preliminary and do not include 
deer taken during the late urban 
archery or special late antlerless-
only deer seasons. Data also do not 
include deer taken on out-of-season 
deer kill permits or those deer hit 
and killed by vehicles. For more in-
formation on deer management in 
Virginia, please visit: dwr.virginia.
gov/wildlife/deer

Wild Turkey

 A total of 1,621 wild turkeys were 
harvested in Virginia during the 
2022-23 fall turkey hunting season, 
a slight decrease over the 2021-22 
harvest of 1,644.
 While Virginia’s turkey popu-
lation appears to remain robust, 
fall harvests will fluctuate due to 
a number of other factors beyond 
the population size. These factors, 
which vary across the state, include 
the length and timing of the fall 
season, annual variation in repro-
ductive success, acorn abundance, 
hunting pressure, and weather.
 Reproductive success can vary 
widely; inclement weather in May 
and June can lead to nest losses or 
death of the young turkey poults. 

In 2022, the productivity estimate 
(1.9 poults/hen) was below the 
long-term average (2.6 poults/hen) 
for Virginia. Since juvenile birds ac-
count for 40-60% of the fall harvest, 
reproductive success greatly influ-
ences turkey population size and 
subsequently fall harvest.
 Acorn abundance also has a sig-
nificant impact on fall harvest rates. 
In years with abundant acorns, like 
2022, wild turkey home ranges are 
small, which makes them harder for 
hunters to find. They also tend to 
spend more time in the woods for-
aging rather than in open habitats 
where they would be susceptible to 
harvest. As a result, harvest rates 
often decline when mast is abun-
dant. On the other hand, during 
years of acorn scarcity turkeys must 
range further to find food and this 
typically helps hunters find and har-
vest more birds.
 Like the 2021-22 season, the ar-
chery harvest (bows and crossbows 
combined) remained relatively 
high, making up approximately 22% 
of the overall harvest. Thanksgiv-
ing Day and the Wednesday before 
Thanksgiving continue to be popu-
lar fall turkey hunting days. This 
year a total of 368 birds were har-
vested during that two-day time-
frame, accounting for nearly 23% of 
the total fall harvest. Thanksgiving 
Day accounted for the single high-
est day of harvest with 232 birds or 
14% of the total fall harvest.
 The decline in fall turkey hunting 
participation has been an ongoing 
issue for Virginia and many other 
eastern states. One of the goals of 
the DWR Wild Turkey Manage-
ment Plan is to reverse the general 
decline in fall turkey hunting inter-
est. The October youth and appren-
tice fall turkey hunting weekend 
and the late January fall season were 
designed to encourage interest in 
fall turkey hunting. Unfortunately, 
it appears the declining trend is 
continuing despite these efforts. 
Many hunters have shifted to hunt-
ing other species and many have de-
cided to hold onto their turkey tags 
to utilize during the spring season. 
While fall turkey participation may 
be lagging, the excitement of those 
who do participate is not.

HUNTING, from 15
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 Friday, February 24, 2023: Sunny, 
with a high near 52. Northwest wind 
11 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 
mph.
 Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a 
low around 27. North wind 5 to 7 mph 
becoming calm after midnight.
 Saturday: A chance of light snow 
before 1pm. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 48. Light and variable wind be-
coming south 5 to 9 mph in the morn-
ing. Chance of precipitation is 30%.
 Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 33. Southwest wind 
around 5 mph becoming calm in the 
evening.
 Sunday: Partly sunny, with a high 
near 61.
 Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a 
low around 38.
 Monday: Rain likely. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 50. Chance of precipi-
tation is 70%.
 Monday Night: Rain likely, mainly 
before 1am. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 42. Chance of precipitation is 
70%.
 Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 55. Breezy.
 Tuesday Night: Mostly clear, with a 
low around 33. Breezy.
 Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 58.
 Wednesday Night: Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 41.
 Thursday: A chance of rain. Partly 
sunny, with a high near 61. Chance of 
precipitation is 30%. 

Ask Stewart

Hi Stewart,

 Are trees a good investment?

– Chet

 Yes Chet, trees make a good invest-
ment in several ways. For the home-
owner, trees provide shade, wind 
breaks, and natural beauty to the 
property.  All of these are beneficial 
while you a living in your home and 
add significant value when you sell a 
house.
 For investors, timber, wood that is 
grown to use for carpentry or to build 
homes has long been considered a re-
liable investment and has even held up 
well against inflation  as demand and 
pricing for the commodity tends to 
benefit as inflation rises.
 Recently large investment firms 
have begun putting their money into 
timber looking for the value of keeping 
the trees standing, rather than cutting 

them down. In addition to providing 
a refuge for wildlife, woodland con-
servation can have a direct effect on 
mitigating climate change by absorb-
ing planet-warming carbon dioxide 
from the air. Between 2001 and 2019, 
the world’s forests absorbed twice the 
amount of carbon they released dur-
ing the same time, according to a 2021 
study, acting as a “carbon sink” that 
captured a net 7.6 billion metric tons 
of CO2 a year, or one and a half times 
more carbon than the entire U.S. emits 
annually.
 With  direct air capture  technolo-
gies to manually suck carbon out of 
the atmosphere still far away from be-
ing implemented at scale, the UN has 
touted the ability of nature-based so-
lutions, including forests and oceans, 
to capture carbon. But the ready avail-
ability of natural formations to cap-
ture carbon has also caught the eye of 
the private sector as businesses seek 
out ways to minimize their own car-
bon footprints and continue profiting 
while they’re at it. 
 The growing market for carbon off-
sets—companies accounting for the 
emissions they generate by neutraliz-
ing emissions elsewhere—is  far from 
perfect, but it does provide a market 
incentive for conservation and emis-
sions reductions. 
 All of which makes investing in 
trees a win-win for people and the 
planet.
 Your Pal in the Trees,

– Stewart
 The Front Royal/Warren County 
Tree Steward program began in 1997 
with volunteers dedicated to improv-
ing the health of trees by providing 
educational programs, tree planting 
and care demonstrations, and tree 
maintenance throughout the commu-
nity. The group now consists of over 30 
active members with several interns 
working toward becoming certified tree 
stewards from our annual “All About 
Trees Class”. Each month Stewart will 
answer a question from our readers. 
Please forward it to “Stewart” in care 
of: 

frwctreestewards@comcast.net 
and we may publish it in a future issue. 
Please visit our website at:

www.treesfrontroyal.org

ENGLE’S ANGLE:
“Game Time”

by Kevin S. Engle

 As a kid, LIFE® was my favorite 
board game.
 I don’t remember much about it 
now, but I sure liked it a lot back then.
 One I never played was Pick-Up 
Sticks.

 I’ve been making up for that lately.
 We have trees all around our house.
 Don’t ask me what kind, because I 
couldn’t tell you.
 I don’t know the difference between 
an oak, a poplar and a tulip tree.
 I do know they’re our friends.
 They breathe in carbon dioxide and 

release oxygen.
 That’s a really good thing for us hu-
mans.
 One other thing I know is they have 
twigs and branches and limbs.
 And sometimes, those things fall to 
the ground.
 And that’s when my game of Pick-

Up Sticks begins.
 I pick them up, toss them in a 
wheelbarrow and tote them off to the 
woods behind my house.
 Game over.
 Doesn’t sound like much fun does 
it?
 It’s not.
 I don’t mind playing it for a while, 
but then I get to the point where I’ve 
had enough.
 Aren’t games supposed to have a 
winner?
 How do you win this one?
 I can’t figure it out.
 I guess that means I’m the loser?
 And unlike the kid’s version, the 
adult variety has an added bonus.
 Sore muscles.
 Sure, they go away.
 In about a week.
 In December, we had a nasty ice 
storm.

See BRIEFS, 18
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 Tree parts all over the place.
 On our driveway and in our yard.
 My wife even had to play Pick-Up 
Sticks, helping me move the bigger 
ones off  the driveway.
 When I saw how many there were, I 
quickly realized something.
 We needed more players.
 Two wasn’t going to get the job 
done.
 I mean get the game done.
 For one thing, my wheelbarrow 
wasn’t up to the task.
 And more importantly, neither was 
I.
 We needed another game piece too.
 A chipper.
 And someone who could safely op-
erate it.

 KERPLUNK™ was another game I 
never played growing up.
 But that’s exactly what’s gonna 
happen to me when one of those big 
branches still dangling high above my 
yard falls and whacks me on the head.
 KERPLUNK™!
 If LIFE® isn’t game over at that 
point, then I’m gonna need another 
game.
 OPERATION®.
 I hope the doctor has a steady hand.
 I’d hate for my nose to light up.
 Th e author needs another game 
piece.  A helmet.

– kevinengle456@comcast.net
Th e Best of Engle’s Angle is available 

online or pick up a signed copy at a lo-
cal bookstore.

Janice Butler Shanks

Shanks to seek Warren County 
Treasurer job

 Janice Butler Shanks of Front Royal, 
Virginia has announced her candi-
dacy for Warren County Treasurer.  
Mrs. Shanks is an administrative as-
sistant to the Warren County Com-
monwealth’s Attorney and the former 
Clerk of the Warren County Circuit 
Court.
 In announcing her intention to run 
for Treasurer, Mrs. Shanks said “I have 
reached that point in my life where I 
can truly use my training and experi-
ence for the benefi t of my community.  
I feel I am uniquely qualifi ed to take 
over the position of Treasurer and 
provide the people of Warren County 
with a seamless transition in the lead-
ership of this constitutional offi  ce.  Ja-
mie Spiker and Wanda Bryant before 
her have put together a team of dedi-

cated staff  and I believe my 20 years as 
a manager in the restaurant business 
and another 25 years in the legal pro-
fession have prepared me for this posi-
tion”.
 Jamie Spiker has indicated she will 
not seek reelection to this Constitu-
tional Offi  ce when her term expires at 
the end of this year.
 Mrs. Shanks began her career in the 
legal community in 2000 as a court re-
porter.  Prior to that time, she and her 
late husband, James A. “Jimbo” But-
ler, owned and operated the Howard 

Johnson’s Restaurant, later “Jimbo’s”, 
on North Shenandoah Avenue. 
 Mrs. Shanks is a long-time Republi-
can. She has three children, ten grand-
children and two great-grandchildren. 
She is the daughter of the late Bill and 
Marie Dodson and a 1976 graduate 
of Warren County High School. In 
2008, she married George Shanks, an 
attorney with the fi rm of Miller, Earle 
& Shanks, PLLC.  Th ey reside in Front 
Royal.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

WARREN COUNTY

ROCKSROCKSFRIDAY
MARCH 31, 2023

5:00-7:00 PM
First Baptist Church

Fellowship Hall
14 W 1st St, Front Royal

Brought to you by
Warren Coalition

To become a sponsor, contact Celeste Brooks at
540-660-3367 or celeste@warrencoalition.org

Boulder Sponsor: $350

NO FOOLIN'NO FOOLIN'

TEAM SCAVENGER HUNT
followed by a

Community Showcase
including Food, Trivia, Awards, and

a Resilience Bingo demonstrationA "We See You, Warren County" Event
and Warren Coalition fundraiser

Logo on T-shirt (commitment must be received by March 10, 2023)
Shout-out on Warren Coalition and We See You, Warren County social media
Logo on printed flyers if commitment is received by February 23, 2023
Logo on all electronic flyers/promotions sent after commitment is received
Named as sponsor on the online registration form
Acknowledged in all media releases
Shout-outs (minimum two) on WZRV prior to March 31st
Verbal acknowledgement at event

Stone Sponsor: $200
Logo on T-shirt (commitment must be received by March 10, 2023)
Shout-out on Warren Coalition and We See You Warren County social media
Named as sponsor on the online registration form
Verbal acknowledgement at event

Brave

kind

Funn
y

hon
est

smart

Warren Coalition seeks sponsors 
for No Foolin’ Warren County 

Rocks event

 Warren Coalition is seeking spon-

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
o�  Entire Purchase. Plus 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-636-7566

� e bathroom of your dreams
for as little as $149/month! 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality 
materials & professional in-
stallation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Limited 
Time O� er - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation now 
and SAVE 15%! Call Today! 
1-866-491-9867

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real den-
tal insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844-852-6401

www.dental50plus.com/14 
#6258

BRIEFS, from 17

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Licensed & Insured  •  Free Estimates

* Serving Front Royal for 25 years! *

(540) 222-0521
(540) 631-0666

HamricksRoofi ng@gmail.com

Hamrick’s
Sudoku!

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle 
will have you hooked from the 
moment you square o� , so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as 
a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out 
the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier 
it gets to solve the puzzle! (Answer 
in back.)
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sors for their first “No Foolin’ War-
ren County Rocks” fundraising event 
on March 31st. The event will feature 
a team scavenger hunt, a community 
showcase, food, trivia, prizes, and a 
demonstration of Resilience Bingo 
(with prizes!).
 All sponsors will have their logo 
featured on the event T-shirt, be rec-
ognized on Warren Coalition’s social 
media, be named as a sponsor on the 
online team registration form, and re-
ceive verbal acknowledgement at the 
event. The highest level, the “Boulder 
Sponsor,” will also see their logo placed 
on flyers, be recognized in all media 
releases, and receive shout-outs on 
WZRV.

 Team registration information for 
the event will be available in early 
March.
 Anyone interested in becoming a 
sponsor for this event can contact 
Christa Shifflett at christa@warren-
coalition.org or Celeste Brooks at ce-
leste@warrencoalition.org.
 Warren Coalition is a nonprofit 
agency established in 1994 to help fill 
the gaps in health care and substance 
abuse awareness to the community. 
The Coalition began under the guid-
ance of Warren Memorial Hospital as 
an outreach project, but it has since 
grown and was incorporated in 2001.  
The office is currently located in the 
Warren County Community Cen-

ter.  Their mission is to make Warren 
County a safe, healthy, and drug free 
community through many programs 
and in collaboration with 15+ member 
agencies.

Warren Coalition presents iGen: 
The Smartphone Generation and 
Their Mental Health Challenges

 Warren Coalition, in conjunction 
with Northwestern Prevention Col-
laborative, will host “iGen: The Smart-
phone Generation and Their Mental 
Health Challenges,” a virtual presenta-
tion by nationally renowned speaker 

Jean M. Twenge, on March 8, 2023 at 
11:30 am.
 Twenge, Professor of Psychology 
at San Diego State University, is the 
author of more than 180 scientific 
publications and seven books, includ-
ing Generations: The Real Differences 
between Gen Z, Millennials, Gen X, 
Boomers and Silents—and What They 
Mean for America’s Future (April 25, 
2023) and iGen: Why Today’s Super-
Connected Kids Are Growing Up 
Less Rebellious, More Tolerant, Less 
Happy--and Completely Unprepared 
for Adulthood. She holds a BA and 
MA from the University of Chicago 
and a Ph.D. from the University of 
Michigan. She has been featured on 
national programs such as Today, CBS 
This Morning, Fox and Friends, NBC 
Nightly News, and Dateline NBC, 
among others. Her research has also 
been covered in Time, Newsweek, 
USA Today, U.S. News and World Re-
port, The Washington Post, and other 
national media outlets.

 “Today’s kids, teens, and young 
adults are iGen (born after 1995), the 
first generation to spend their ado-
lescence with smartphones,” Twenge 
wrote in her description of the pre-
sentation. “iGen’ers are growing up 
more slowly as adolescents, spending 
more time online, and spending less 
time hanging out with their friends 
in person. They are also spending less 
time sleeping. Perhaps as a result, they 
are more likely to experience unhap-
piness, anxiety, and depression and 
to engage in self-harm. We’ll discuss 
ideas for how to help children, ado-
lescents, and their parents find a bet-
ter balance with technology and be 
healthier and happier.”
 The cost for the program is $6. The 
presentation is expected to conclude 
between 12:30 and 12:45 pm. Register 
at bit.ly/wc-igen.
 For more information, contact 
Christa Shifflett at christa@warrenco-
alition.org or 540-636-6385.

CLUES ACROSS
1. Sea grape
5. European public health group (abbr.)
9. A way to delight
11. Appetizers
13. Ancient heralds’ wands
15. Make a booking
16. ‘__ death do us part
17. Pearl Jam frontman
19. Spider genus
21. Fill with high spirits
22. A major division of geological time
23. Catch
25. An independent ruler or chieftain
26. Electronic music style (abbr.)
27. Influential Spanish cubist painter
29. Illegally persuades
31. A way to derive
33. British School
34. Appear alongside
36. Surely (archaic)
38. Harsh cry of a crow
39. A day in the middle
41. Kansas hoops coach Bill
43. The longest division of geological time
44. The first sign of the zodiac
46. Appetizer
48. Link together in a chain
52. A bacterium
53. In a way, forces apart
54. Cheese dish
56. Combines
57. In an inferior way
58. Colors clothes
59. Dried-up

CLUES DOWN
1. Gastropods
2. Confusing
3. Romanian monetary unit
4. The rate at which something proceeds
5. A prosperous state of well-being
6. Asked for forgiveness
7. Makes less soft
8. Part of speech
9. Outside
10. Advice or counsel
11. Badness
12. Protein-rich liquids
14. Not moving
15. Call it a career
18. Poetry term
20. Not wide
24. Pastries
26. Turns away
28. Satisfies
30. Gift adornments
32. San Diego ballplayers
34. Manufacturing plant
35. Check or guide
37. Dogs do it
38. Chilled
40. Scorch
42. Unproductive of success
43. Electronic counter-countermeasures
45. Attack with a knife
47. Feel bad for
49. Enclosure
50. Assert
51. Geological times
55. Midway between east and southeast

– https://wfcreport.com

See BRIEFS, 20
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Edward Jones 5K Race for 
Education March 18th

 The Edward Jones 5K Race for Edu-
cation will be held Saturday, March 
18th at Warren County Middle 
School. The race will run the length of 
Leech Run Parkway and back. Regis-
tration begins at 8:00 am; the race will 
begin at 9:00 am.

 The funds raised through this race 
support the Warren County and Sky-
line High Schools cross country teams 
as well as scholarships from the War-
ren Coalition to support AP testing 
fees and dual enrollment classes at 
Laurel Ridge Community College. 
Since its inception in 2007, the Ed-
ward Jones 5K Race for Education has 
raised over $55,000.
 Walkers are welcome to register 
and participate in the camaraderie and 
supporting these local causes. Baby 
strollers and dogs are also welcome.
 Learn more on the Facebook page 
at facebook.com/EdwardJones5k, or 
visit https://bit.ly/ej5k2023 (link is 
case-sensitive) to pre-register for the 
race. Same-day registrations will be 

accepted, but pre-registrations are 
strongly encouraged.

United Way NSV’s Women United 
Group Launches Second Annual 

Air Mattress Drive

 United Way of Northern Shenan-
doah Valley (NSV) is kicking off its 
annual donation drive to support 
homeless children and their families.  
The effort is led by Women United®, 
a philanthropy group of United Way 
NSV. The group is collecting twin 
and queen sized -new- air mattresses, 

sheet sets, comforters and pillows for 
families who face housing insecurity. 
The drive begins this week and contin-
ues through March 6, 2023.
 According to school officials, more 
than 500 students in our region have 
been declared homeless since the start 
of the school year. Many are living in 
motels or doubled up with family or 
friends, sleeping on the floor. School 
districts in the City of Winchester, 
Frederick, Clarke, Shenandoah, Page 
and Warren counties provided the 
numbers, which have increased in 
most jurisdictions compared to this 
same time last year. 
 “We know many families in our 
community are moving every few 
days, or jumping from couch to couch, 
not knowing if they will have a warm 
bed.  This is a way we can provide a 
little comfort during a difficult time 
in their lives,” said Yolanda Barbier-
Gibson, Chair of Women United.

 Thanks to the generosity of the 
community, the group collected 725 
items last year, including 200 air mat-
tresses. Jennifer Hall, Senior Director 
of Community Investment at United 
Way NSV said United Way’s Valley 
Assistance Network (VAN) program 
distributed about 15 of the bedding 
sets to families last year.  Recipients in-
cluded a woman who had just received 
custody of her 5-year-old grandson, 
and a single mom with three boys who 
moved into their own apartment after 
staying at a motel for six months. 
 “A comfortable bed is something 
most of us take for granted - but these 
items can mean the world to a child, 
and is something they can call their 
own,” Hall said. 
 In addition to the Valley Assistance 
Network, the group will distribute 
donations to Bright Futures Freder-
ick/Winchester, Family Promise of 
Shenandoah County, Page One of Page 

Limited dates remain. Book your event now: dan@route11dj.com

Upcoming events with Dan McDermott
Tues. Feb. 28, 2023 (6:30-9pm)

Karaoke at Woodstock, Va. Moose*

Fri. Mar. 3, 2023 (6-10pm)
Karaoke at Shenandoah Valley Axe Throwing Company

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. Front Royal, VA 22630

Fri. Mar. 10, 2023 (6-10pm)
Karaoke at Shenandoah Valley Axe Throwing Company

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. Front Royal, VA 22630

Sat. Mar. 11, 2023 (7:30-11pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock, Va. Moose*

Tues. Mar. 14, 2023 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock, Va. Moose*

Fri. Mar. 17, 2023 (7-11pm)
Karaoke St. Patrick’s Day Party at Edinburg, Va. VFW

(Special Event Open to the Public)

Fri. Mar. 24, 2023 (6-10pm)
Karaoke at Shenandoah Valley Axe Throwing Company

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 20 South St. Front Royal, VA 22630

Tues. Mar. 28, 2023 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock, Va. Moose*

*Private clubs open to members and properly invited guests

route11dj.com
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*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for first Lawn application only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new 
residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services may vary 
by geography. Not to be combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may 
apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. †Purchase of annual lawn plan required forTruGreen Lawn Assessment, which 
is performed at the first visit. ◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2023 
TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

Your First Application
50%

OFF*

Save now with

Get the most out of 
your lawn this spring.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-888-901-2555



Early March, 2023  •  Warren/Frederick County Report  •  https://wfcreport.com  •  Page 21

County, and Warren County Depart-
ment of Social Services.
 Donations can be made with a click 
of a button through an Amazon Wish 
List: https://amzn.to/40YJFzt.  Items 
will be sent directly to the United Way 
office for distribution. 
 Donations of new items can also be 
dropped off at the following locations: 
• United Way NSV (329 N Cameron 
Street, #201 - Winchester) 
• First Bank (all branch locations) 
• The Winchester Group TWG (24 W 
Piccadilly Street - Winchester)
• Warren County Chamber of Com-
merce (201 E 2nd St - Front Royal) 
 “The goal is to collect 175 or more 
new air mattresses plus accessories 
like new sheet sets, comforters, and 
pillows. We need a variety of twin and 
queen-sized air mattresses,” said Hall.
 Women United is engaged in 
over 165 communities across six 
countries. Together, group members 
create lasting change to lift up local 
communities.  United Way NSV 
launched its own chapter of Women 
United in 2021. To learn more, visit 
www.unitedwaynsv.org/women-
united
 For more details on the bedding 
drive, visit www.unitedwaynsv.org/
mattress

VVA Honors Tom Kelly as Wine 
Grape Grower of the Year

 Tom Kelly, a longtime vineyard 
manager and consultant, as well as a 

former president of the Virginia Vine-
yards Association (VVA), has been 
named wine grape Grower of the Year 
by the VVA. The award was presented 
today by Beth Walker Green, Deputy 
Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry, 
at the VVA’s 2023 Technical Meeting 
in Charlottesville.
 “Congratulations to Tom Kelly on 
being named the VVA Grower of the 
Year,” said Secretary of Agriculture 
and Forestry Matthew Lohr in a state-
ment to the VVA. “Since beginning his 
career in 1989, he has grown as a viti-
culturist, provided insight to counter-
parts, led the VVA, and volunteered 
his expertise when needed.”
 Secretary Lohr added: “This type 
of leadership and commitment has 
helped Virginia’s wine industry grow 
and thrive in the tenth-ranked wine 
producing state in the nation. The 
industry is a tremendous economic 
driver for the Commonwealth as it 
provides a $1.73 billion boost to the 
state’s economy and creates more than 
10,000 jobs.”
 Mr. Kelly, of Strasburg, Va., has 
been involved in viticulture for 25 
years as a vineyard worker, vineyard 
manager and consultant, managing 
the planting of more than 70 acres of 
vines over the course of his career. 
He is currently vineyard manager at 
Rappahannock Cellars in Huntly, Va., 
an award-winning winery growing 30 
acres of wine grapes.
 Mr. Kelly served on the VVA Board 
of Directors for ten years, including 
two terms as association president 
from 2013 to 2016. As president, he 
tackled a number of issues of concern 
to the wine industry, including finding 
ways to help small vineyards become 
more profitable.
 Current VVA President Skip Cau-
sey said that when he first joined the 
VVA Board he was struck by the role 
Mr. Kelly played in helping new board 
members, like himself, ease into their 
roles.

 “He has served tirelessly on the 
board and several of its committees,” 
Mr. Causey said. “He has a deep un-
derstanding of viticulture, and he 
knows how to help the entire industry 
grow and prosper. We all owe a debt of 
gratitude to Tom Kelly for what he has 
done to help the industry.”
 Mr. Kelly said his “greatest reward” 
in volunteering for the VVA came 
from the people that he got to know.  
“We had this project and that project, 
and we put on some really great meet-
ings,” he said. “Those are all things to 
be proud of. But what I got out of it 
more than anything else were the rela-

tionships with people. That’s what the 
VVA really meant to me – the won-
derful people.”
 He began his viticulture career in 
1989 at Sand Castle Winery in Erwin-
na, Pa., at a time when he “was look-
ing for something different” to do. He 
came across an ad for the vineyard, 
which he thought “seemed different 
enough.”
 “My new employer handed me a 
hoe and put me in the fields where 
I’ve been ever since,” he said. “I knew 
nothing about grapes or wine at the 
time, but I fell in love with the whole 
process.”

 Mr. Kelly said that during his three-
year stay at Sand Castle, he learned 
the basics of viticulture, from pruning 
and hilling up to canopy management 
and harvesting, and was introduced to 
winemaking.
 He then entered the Virginia wine 
industry, working at Oasis Vineyards 
in Hume and then Totier Creek Vine-
yards (now Thatch Winery) in Char-
lottesville, where he spent four years 
as vineyard manager and assistant 
winemaker.
 In 2004, he was named vineyard 
manager at Rappahannock Cellars, 

 St. Patrick’s Day began as an opportu-
nity to honor St. Patrick, the patron saint 
of Ireland, who was credited with bringing 
Christianity to this island nation. Through 
the years, St. Patrick’s Day has trans-
formed into a celebration of Irish culture 
as well as a day for fun and fanfare. Of 
course, no celebration would be complete 
without delicious food.
 Although corned beef may not be the 
most authentic representation of Irish 
cuisine, it certainly has become synony-
mous with St. Patrick’s Day. During the 
early influx of Irish immigrants to North 
America, corned beef was more readily 
available than some other cuts of meat 
from the Emerald Isle. When cooking St. 
Patrick’s Day dinner this year, the process 
can be made even easier with the use of a 
slow cooker. Try this recipe for “Corned 
Beef and Cabbage” from “Crock•Pot® 365 
Year-Round Recipes” (Publications Inter-
national) from the Crock•Pot kitchens.

Corned Beef and Cabbage
Makes 6 to 8 servings

12 new red potatoes, quartered
4 carrots, sliced
1 corned beef brisket (about 4 pounds)
2 onions, sliced
3 whole bay leaves
8 whole black peppercorns
1 head cabbage, cut into wedges

 1. Place potatoes and carrots in bottom 
of slow cooker. Add brisket, onions, bay 
leaves, and peppercorns. Add enough wa-
ter to cover brisket. Cover; cook on low 4 
to 5 hours or on high 2 to 21⁄2 hours.
 2. Add cabbage. Continue cooking on 
low 4 to 5 hours longer or on high 2 to 
21⁄2 hours longer. Slice brisket against the 
grain, and serve with vegetables.

– wfcreport.com

Get into the Irish spirit
See BRIEFS, 22

Call now! 
1-844-852-6401
Dental50Plus.com/14

Product not available in all states. Contact us to see the coverage and offer available in your state. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation including costs and limitations. This specific offer is not available in CO. Call 1-800-969-
4781 or respond for a similar offer. In WV: To find a provider in the network visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/
dental/find-dentist. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E); Insurance Policy P150; Rider Kinds B438/B439. In CA, CO, ID, KY, ME, MD, MA, 
MI, MO, NV, NJ, NC, ND, VA: Includes Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Certificate C254/B465 (PA: C254PA); 
Insurance Policy P154/B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).

It doesn’t matter what dentist you see, we 
can help pay the bill. Get dental insurance 
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

6323

Get your FREE 
Information Kit

DENTAL Insurance
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which then had a total of 22 acres of 
vines on three separate sites. With the 
birth of his son in 2013, Mr. Kelly left 
Rappahannock to form his own con-
sulting fi rm, Kelly Vineyard Services. 
While he continues to serve clients as 
a consultant, he resumed his role as 
vineyard manager at Rappahannock in 
November 2019.
 Th e Grower of the Year Award 
comes as the VVA marks its 40th year 
of service to the industry. “Th ese forty 
years of sharing information, research, 
and best practices has helped improve 
the quality of Virginia grapes and Vir-
ginia wine,” Mr. Causey said. “Today, 
the VVA is stronger than ever, and we 

are continuing to serve the Common-
wealth’s vineyards and their more than 
5,000 acres of vines.”
 Th e VVA has been pleased to honor 
one of its members with the Grower of 
the Year Award each year since 2005. 
Recipients are active participants in 
the Virginia viticulture community 
with a track record of commitment 
and service to the industry.

Virginia’s 4 pm burn law takes 
eff ect, WCFR off ers open-air 

burning safety tips

 Virginia’s 4 PM Burning Law is in 
eff ect from February 15 through April 
30, 2023. Th e 4 PM Burning Law bans 
open-air burning prior to 4:00 p.m. if 
the fi re is within 300 feet of the woods 
or dry grass which could carry fi re 
to the woods. Burning is allowed be-
tween 4:00 p.m. and midnight as long 

as the burner takes proper precautions 
and attends the fi re at all times.
 Debris burning is the number one 
cause of wildfi res, closely followed by 
intentionally set or “arson” fi res. Th e 
4 PM Burning Law was adopted dur-
ing the 1940s to reduce the number of 
wildfi res which occurred each spring 
when Virginia has traditionally seen 
an increased number of fi res. Fires 
are more likely during late winter and 
early spring because winds are usually 
elevated, the relative humidity is lower, 
and the fuels on the forest fl oor are ex-
tremely dry, having “cured” all winter 
without the shade of tree leaves. After 
4:00 p.m., winds usually calm down 
and the relative humidity levels rise, 
both of which reduce the potential for 
a debris fi re or any outdoor open-air 
fi re to escape.
 Fire Chief James Bonzano stated 
“Our responders have already battled 
multiple wildfi res and saved many 
homes from fi re spread because of el-
evated fi re risk. Th is elevated risk has 
been contributed to the lack of mois-
ture and snowfall this winter, thus 
leaving the ground cover fuels in a dry, 
vulnerable state prone to rapid igni-
tion and fi re spread.”
 Th e Department of Fire and Rescue 
Services off ers a friendly reminder and 

these open-air burning safety tips to 
help prevent wildfi res:
• Be mindful of your neighbors and 
surroundings to ensure the burning is 
not impacting others.
• Never use gasoline to start or fuel 
a fi re. Gasoline is highly volatile and 
can explode and spread fl ames quickly 
upon lighting, which can cause serious 
or fatal injuries to people
and animals and damage property.
• Always make sure fi res are complete-
ly extinguished before leaving the area. 
Soak all
embers, charcoal briquettes, and ash 
with water. Turn them over with a 
shovel and drown again them and re-
peat the process until embers and ash-
es are completely cold. Use dirt or sand 
to stir into and cool ashes, if water is 

not available.
• Make sure children, pets, and live-
stock are supervised at all times when 
they’re near a fi re.
• Never leave the burn unattended
• Before burning, check and remain 
current on weather conditions.
 In accordance with the Code of 
Warren County, open-air burning 
is prohibited at all times in the Blue 
Mountain and High Knob Subdivi-
sions. Only ordinary yard waste can 
be burned, never burn trash, rubbish, 
building materials, etc. When con-
ducting a controlled burn, always call 
the Warren County Emergency Com-
munications Center (540) 635-4128 to 
report the activity.
 For more information on the 4 PM 
Burn Law, visit www.dof.virginia.gov/
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KARAOKE

• Fully Licensed
• Top Quality Sound
• Restaurants/Parties
• 20 Years Experience
• dan@route11dj.com

Harper’s a big goofy 
girl who loves to play 
with her toys and go 
on long walkies!  5 
yr old Akita/Bulldog 
mix who is looking 
for her furever fam-
ily. She is spayed, utd 
on vaccinations, mi-
crochipped, and 4DX 
tested but does need 
to be your one and 
only pet in the home.

Doobie - Hard headed 
wicked smart Doobie 
needs a hard headed 
wicked smart owner! 
Go ahead and call out 
your spouses on be-
ing hard headed, we 
won’t judge. Doobie 
is a 2 yr old Shepherd 
mix who is eager to 
please. He will need 
someone willing to 
put the time into con-

tinued training.

With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. 
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!

Humane Society of Warren CountyHumane Society of Warren County
Our next big event is Barks & Bags in April. This event raised $50,000 for 

the homeless pets of Warren County last year, help us hit that number 
again in 2023. Barks & Bags is a ladies designer handbag auction to benefi t 

the shelter animals and we are currently collecting new and gently used 
designer bags for the auction. If you or your business would like to donate, 

please reach out to Meghan at the shelter at 540-635-4734! 

1245 Progress Dr, Front Royal, VA 22630  •  (540) 635-4734

Doobie’s ad sponsored by:

Bentonville, VA • 636-2671
hillbillysjunkyard.com

Hillbilly’s Junkyard
Hillbilly has what you NEED!
4381 Stonewall Jackson Hwy

Bullet is 113 pounds of 
teenager energy, appetite 
and some anxiety. He loves 
to run and play with other 
dogs but is nervous meet-
ing new people. He’s 1 yr 
old and you’ll never guess 
his breed makeup! We have 
his DNA results posted to 
our Facebook page.. take 
a look! This big loveable 
fl oppy boy is here waiting 
on his happily ever after so 

come scoop him up. No cats please.

Hank’s a good boy and is 
working on manners. At 
only 6-7 months old he’s 
gone from living in motels 
to in and out of the shelter. 
Imagine the confusion! We 
truly love Hank so much 
and just know he’s gonna 
make someone truly happy 
like he does us. Come 
adopt this playful pup and 
you’ll have a friend for life!

Hank’s ad sponsored by:

Hot Tub Heaven
Vacation Cabins

HotTubHeaven@yahoo.com
www.hthva.com

540-636-1522

Dog
Friendly!

Bullet’s ad sponsored by:

Boarding Kennels & Grooming
125 Spicewood Lane • Front Royal 

540-635-8979

S

Harper’s ad sponsored by:

Tony’’s Tires

11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal

540-551-0922

NEW Tires and 
Complete Auto 
Maintenance!
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Are you great at 
COMMISSION 
AD SALES?

Email:
dan@wfcreport.com
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wildland-prescribed- fire/fire-laws/4-
pm-burning-law/ or call the Warren 
County Fire Marshal’s Office at (540) 
636- 3830.

Front Royal Town Councilman Josh 
Ingram Endorses James Bergida for 

Virginia Senate District 1

 On Friday, February 10th, Front 
Royal Town Councilman Josh Ingram 
has announced his endorsement for 
James Bergida, Republican candidate 
for Virginia State Senate District 1. 
Councilman Ingram released the fol-
lowing statement in support of Ber-
gida’s candidacy:
 “It is my distinct honor and privilege 
to endorse James Bergida for Virginia 
Senate. James has the background, 
education, and conservative values 
we need for a representative in Rich-
mond. He’s got a proven track record 

of knowing the importance of working 
with local officials as well. I’m proud to 
support him.”
 James Bergida is running for the 1st 
Senate District of Virginia. He cur-
rently lives in Front Royal, where he 
teaches Political Science and Econom-
ics at Christendom College. He attends 
church at St. John the Baptist. As a 
grassroots community leader, he has 
served in various capacities, including 
as a flag football coach and on multiple 
Republican Committees in the region.
 The 1st Senate District of Virginia 
was created as part of recent redis-
tricting. It comprises the counties 
of Frederick, Clarke, Warren, and 
Shenandoah, as well as Winchester 
City.

Virginia Cooperative Extension 
offers drinking water testing clinics

 Virginia Cooperative Extension is 
offering Northern Shenandoah Valley 
residents the opportunity to have their 
well, spring, or cistern water tested for 
common contaminants. The Drink-
ing Water Testing Clinics give people 
with private water systems access to 
affordable, confidential water testing, 
help interpreting their water test re-
sults, and information about possible 
treatment options. Since public water 
systems are regulated and regularly 
tested, additional testing isn’t needed 
if homes are on town/city water or if 
your community has its own water sys-
tem.
 Sample analysis includes testing for 
bacteria, lead, copper, arsenic, iron, 
manganese, pH, hardness, sodium, 
sulfate, fluoride, and nitrate. The cost 
for sample analysis is $65 per sample 
kit. First-time participants or those 
who have an annual household income 
of $70,000 or less can test one sample 
for $20. Discounted kits are available 
as long as funding lasts.
 The schedule for testing is as fol-
lows:
 Week 1 (March 12-15, 2023) – 
Frederick County and Page County. 
Sample Drop-Off is March 15th from 
7-10 a.m. The registration deadline for 
Week 1 is Thursday, March 9th.
 Week 2 (March 20-22, 2023) – 
Clarke County, Shenandoah County, 
and Warren County. Sample Drop-Off 
is March 22nd from 7-10 a.m. The reg-
istration deadline for Week 2 is Thurs-
day, March 16th.

 People can participate at any of the 
locations; however, they must be able 
to pick up and drop off samples at the 
same location.
 To download a flyer with complete 
details and register online with a debit 
or credit card visit the clinic webpage 
at: https://warren.ext.vt.edu/news/
NSV-Water-Clinics.html. To register 
by mail, complete the form on page 3 
of the flyer and return with your pay-
ment.  
 For more information, contact your 
local off of Virginia Cooperative Ex-
tension:
 Clarke County: 540-955-5164
 Frederick County: 540-665-5699
 Page County: 540-778-5794
 Shenandoah County: 540-459-6140
 Warren County: 540-635-4549

Samuels Public Library Youth 
Programming - March, 2023

 These are the events being present-
ed by the Youth Services Department 
at Samuels Public Library during the 
month of March 2023.  More informa-
tion about Samuels Library and the 
programs and services available can be 
found at www.samuelslibrary.net or by 
calling (540) 635-3153.
 The Children’s Department at 
Samuels Public Library will be un-
dergoing a small renovation in March 
to enhance the area.  We appreciate 
your patience during this time as we 
continue to improve our Library.
 Wednesday, March 1
 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  
Bring your toddler to a potpourri of 
simple stories, fun songs, and a cute 
craft all about Elephant & Piggie! Sib-

lings welcome. Registration is required.
 11:00AM - Preschool Story Time.  
Come for an enjoyable hour filled with 
amazing tales, exciting sing-alongs, fin-
ger plays, and a nifty craft! Elephant & 
Piggie will be the theme of our stories, 
songs, and craft. Siblings welcome. 
Registration is required. 
 Thursday, March 2
 6:00 PM – Teens Connect.  Do you 
love being creative and want to find new 
books to dive into?  Come join us once a 
month to enjoy different activities rang-
ing from crafts, games, and more.  This 
month we will be having a Teen Party 
Game Nite, in partnership with Play Fa-
vorites. For ages 12-18. Registration is 
required.
 Saturday, March 4
 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM - Dungeons 
& Dragons.  Join us as we continue 
our quest to gather and save knowl-
edge.  For ages 12-18.  Registration is 
required.
 Monday, March 6
 11:00 AM – Music & Movement for 
Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed 
and joyful time with our little ones as 
we incorporate music, beginning yoga, 
and multisensory activities designed 
to delight your baby. Registration is re-
quired.
 Tuesday, March 7
 4:30 PM - Science Scouts. Children 
will investigate a different STEM-relat-
ed topic bi-weekly. This week’s theme is 
Chain Reactions.  For ages 6-11.  Regis-
tration is required.   

 Wednesday, March 8
 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  
Bring your toddler to a potpourri of 
simple stories, fun songs, and a cute 
craft all about Grandparents! Siblings 
welcome. Registration is required.
 11:00AM - Preschool Story Time.  
Come for an enjoyable hour filled with 
amazing tales, exciting sing-alongs, fin-
ger plays, and a nifty craft! Grandpar-
ents will be the theme of our stories, 
songs, and craft. Siblings welcome. 
Registration is required. 
 Saturday, March 11
 11:00 AM – Aspiring Artists.  For 
ages 6-11. Join us to make beautiful art 
using string painting!  Registration is 
required.
 2:00 PM – Discuss This Book.  For 
ages 12-18.  What type of books do you 
like?  Historical, Science Fiction, Mys-
tery, Adventure…?  Bring a book that 
you like and can talk about.  Registra-
tion is required.
 Monday, March 13
 11:00 AM – Music & Movement for 
Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed 
and joyful time with our little ones as 
we incorporate music, beginning yoga, 
and multisensory activities designed 
to delight your baby. Registration is re-
quired.
 Tuesday, March 14
 10:30 AM – Homeschool Hub. For 
ages 6-11. Children will work together 
as they go through the scientific meth-
od, gathering data, and drawing con-
clusions.  The topic this week is Paper 
Airplanes. Registration is required.  
 Wednesday, March 15
 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  
Bring your toddler to a potpourri of 
simple stories, fun songs, and a cute 
craft all about New Countries! Siblings 
welcome. Registration is required.
 11:00AM - Preschool Story Time.  
Come for an enjoyable hour filled with 
amazing tales, exciting sing-alongs, fin-
ger plays, and a nifty craft! New Coun-
tries will be the theme of our stories, 
songs, and craft. Siblings welcome. 
Registration is required. 

KARAOKE
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• Restaurants/Parties
• 20 Years Experience
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New
Beginnings
Community
Greetings

“Introducing Your Business to 
New Homeowners in our Community”

P.O. Box 1025 • Front Royal VA  22630

540-635-8660

Mowing and 
Landscaping

Great Rates   •   Quality Service

Serving the Shenandoah Valley 
& Outlying Areas for over 15 years

Conway Lawn Care, LLC

540-975-2313

2023 -- The perfect time to get your cat and dog 
spayed and neutered! Spay Today is our area’s non-
profit, reduced-priced spay and neuter program. 
(Office: Charles Town, WV) CHOOSE from MANY 
vets over a WIDE area! At the time of surgery, initial 
shots and tests can be obtained at lower rates.
Contact Spay Today: 
www.spay-today.org 
or call 304-728-8330

Electric & Mowing
Residential & Commercial

 * Big and Small Jobs! *
A&S Electrical & Mowing

540-671-1309 See BRIEFS, 24
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 Saturday, March 18
 2:00 PM – Press Play.  For ages 11-18.  
Come join us for a Mario Kart Tourna-
ment!  Registration is required.
 Saturday, March 25
 11:00 AM – Story Walk. Join the 
Warren county/Front Royal Tree Stew-
ards at Eastham Park as we read a new 
book, go on a scavenger hunt, and do a 
craft!  Family friendly!
 Monday, March 27
 11:00 AM – Music & Movement for 
Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed 
and joyful time with our little ones as 
we incorporate music, beginning yoga, 
and multisensory activities designed 
to delight your baby. Registration is re-
quired.
 Tuesday, March 28
 4:00 PM – Rainbow Puppets Heroes 
& Legends.  Bring the family to see Vir-
ginia Heroes like Booker T. Washing-
ton and Pocahontas... and legendary 
characters like Pinocchio and Mother 
Goose!
 Wednesday, March 29
 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  

Bring your toddler to a potpourri of 
simple stories, fun songs, and a cute 
craft all about Once Upon a Time! Sib-
lings welcome.  Registration is required.
 11:00AM – Preschool Story Time.  
Read With the Sheriff ! Th is week we 
will have a special guest from the Sher-
iff ’s offi  ce!  Come in for an enjoyable 
hour fi lled with Once Upon a Time sto-
ries, exciting sing-alongs, fi nger plays, 
and a nifty craft! Registration required.

Samuels Public Library Adult 
Programming - March, 2023

 You can fi nd and register for all 
library events on our website, www.
samuelslibrary.net

General Education Development - 
Every Tuesday & Th ursday from 10:00 
AM to 12:00 PM. In person. Samuels 
Public Library is proud to host Lau-
rel Ridge Community College’s Gen-
eral Education Development course. 
Th is course is completely free. Let this 
course be the stepping stone to your 
success. More information on registra-
tions dates and deadlines can be found 
on the LFCC website https://lfcc.edu/
adult-education/

What the Tech! Every Tuesday at 
2:00 PM In person. Need help with 
technology? Come by the library com-
puter lab where we will be going over 
computers and other technology ba-
sics.

A.R.E. Inc. Free STI Testing - First 
Wednesday of every month from 1:00 
PM to 4:00 PM In person. Did you 
know that 1 in 5 people in the USA have 
an STI? Winchester’s AIDS Response 
Eff ort, Inc. (A.R.E.) will be at the library 
to provide free STI testing for the com-
munity. Testing includes: HIV, Hepati-
tis B & C, Chlamydia, Gonorrhea, and 
Syphilis.

Bad Romance - Wed, March 1st 
at 6:00 PM - Virtual. Do you consider 
yourself a hopeless romantic? Are bad 
romances a guilty pleasure of yours? 
Can you quote every line from your 
favorite rom-com? Th en you should 
join us for our Bad Romance discussion 
group. For this meeting we’ll be dis-
cussing non-contemporary romance: 
Victorian, gothic, anything not modern!

Genealogy Club - Wed, March 8th 
at 6:00 PM - Hybrid, virtual and in 
person. Interested in your family’s his-
tory? Already done extensive research 
and wanna be able to share your fi nds? 

Join us for Genealogy Club, where both 
novices and experts alike can come to-
gether and talk about diff erent geneal-
ogy topics.

Books & Beyond - Tues, March 
14th at 6:00 PM - Hybrid, virtual and 
in person. Do you love books and shar-
ing them as much as we do? Join us to 
delve into new worlds of conversation 
about new books at your community’s 
public library! Th is month’s book is the 
classic A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine 
L’Engle.

Pen & Prose: Creative Writing 
Group - Wed, March 15th at 6:00 PM- 
Hybrid, virtual and in person. Love 
writing or looking to learn how? Come 
to our creative writing club! New and 
experienced writers welcome!

Christianity in Ireland before St. 
Patrick - Th urs, March 16th at 6:30 PM 
- In person. Did you know there were 
Christians in Ireland before St. Patrick? 
Was there a distinctive “Celtic Church”? 
Join us for an Irish history program just 

in time for St. Patrick’s Day. Connie 
Marshner, M. A. in Gaelic Literature 
from University College Cork (Ireland), 
will share two years of research on the 
subject.

Drawing Workshop: Craft Th emed 
Still-Life - Sat, March 18th at 2:00 PM 
- In person. Interested in learning how 
to draw? Join us for a basic drawing 
workshop where participants will get 
to draw a craft-themed still-life for Na-
tional Craft Month. Spots are limited, 
registration is required.
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KARAOKE!

Shenandoah ValleyShenandoah Valley
 Axe Throwing Co  Axe Throwing Co 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Karaoke Hosted ByKaraoke Hosted By
Dan McDermottDan McDermott

– 20 South St. Front Royal, Va. –– 20 South St. Front Royal, Va. –

6-10 pm6-10 pm

Friday March 3Friday March 3
Friday March 10Friday March 10
Friday March 24Friday March 24

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 
16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan 
and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 
License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 
License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 
218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-636-7566CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

Are you great at 
COMMISSION 
AD SALES?

Email:
dan@wfcreport.com

ADS INSIDE:


