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By Ashley Miller
Warren/Frederick County Report

 Ashlea and Dylan Benz cel-
ebrated their 15th wedding anni-
versary this past September. The 
couple, who met at a frame shop, 
have grown together, traveled to-
gether and made a life together, 
all while discovering who they are 
along the way. 
 “I don’t know where or how it 
happened so quickly,” Benz said. 
“It’s just wild.” 
 The couple met in Memphis, 
Tennessee. Ashlea had been 
working in a frame shop but left 
for training at the TN Air Nation-
al Guard base and was gone for a 
few months. When she returned, 
Dylan was in her position. Ashlea 
said she decided to scribble her 

number down on a piece of paper, 
and hope for the best. 
 The couple dated through the 
winter and then moved in togeth-
er the following summer. “We 
thought we were so fancy,” Benz 
recalled laughing. “I don’t think 
he’d ever lived outside his par-
ent’s home either. And I mean, 

living in a dorm room is one 
thing, but it certainly worked out. 
And it was a lot of fun.” 
 Ashlea worked in another 
frame shop, while Dylan took 
classes at the local community 
college. The couple got engaged, 
and as they say - the rest is his-
tory. 
 Flashforward 10 years and the 
couple were stationed overseas 
for their 10th wedding anniver-
sary.
 “So much changes when you 
have kids, move around to new 

places and have to make [new] 
friends,” she explained. “You 
grow your friend groups, learn 
new languages, and grow togeth-
er.”
 Benz recalled the purchase of 
their first home together, the year 
before their daughter was born. 
The home was 100 years old, a 
“really cool, old craftsman” home. 
She also recalled their time spent 
in Germany and the challenges 
the family faced moving back to 
the states during the pandemic. 
After renting for a short period 

of time during the first part of 
the pandemic, Benz said she was 
grateful that her family loved to 
be outdoors. They family did a 
lot of garden and home improve-
ment projects during Covid. Benz 
said they were happy to have their 
own space back, with room for 
gardening and space for the chil-
dren to play.  
 After spending time in the 
military, having children and liv-
ing internationally, Benz said her 
perspectives have changed over 
the years, on many things.  
 “We take care of what we put in 
our bodies and [we] make healthy 
choices for our kids.”
 She said they’re also teaching 
them empathy. 
 “Respecting different cultures 
is incredibly important to us,” she 
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Two love stories to sweeten Valentine’s Day

Ashlea and Dylan Benz celebrated their 15th wedding anniversary this 
past September.

Connie Paradise and Ollin Toler married their best friends-each other.
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said. “Respect other people - ev-
eryone has their own views.”
 Benz said as a family they’re 
learning and respecting it to-
gether. The couple have taught 
their two children to embrace the 
new student or friend, learn one 
thing about them that they can 
share with their parents or fellow 
friends/classmates. 
 “It comes from our time being 
overseas and being the odd man 
out,” she explained. “I didn’t speak 
the language, the traffic signs 
were different, and all the things.”
 Benz said for those looking for 
their person, “not to force it.” 
 “We were really, really young 
and it was easy,” she said. “But 
also, we are totally different peo-
ple now. Our perspectives have 
changed so much.”

Connie Paradise & Ollin Toler

 ---“Marry your best friend,” is 
the guidance Connie Paradise 
shares with those who ask about 
her marriage to Ollin Toler. 
 Growing up in Harford County, 
Maryland, the couple went to the 
same high school. 

 “We were five years apart,” Par-
adise explained. “I was five years 
older.” 
 It wasn’t until Paradise and Tol-
er were in their twenties that the 
couple connected.
 But fate separated them once 
more and they both went their 
separate ways. A serendipitous 
moment brought them back to-
gether when they both ended 
back in Virginia.
 Paradise said after seeing Toler 
again, she knew he liked her. She 
got a thought to ask Toler out “to 
get together and have dinner.” She 
added that he arrived with “three 
bouquets of flowers, not what I 
had in mind.” 
 The couple went out a few more 
times, and she said she could tell 
he was serious about their rela-
tionship. 
 “He was such a nice guy, and I 
thought ‘let me see where this is 
going to go.’” 
 Paradise left town for a few 
weeks and thought things be-
tween the couple would “cool 
down a bit.” 
 When Paradise returned from 
her trip, the couple attended 

brunch and a theatrical comedy 
experience. 
 “I had so much fun that day,” 
she recalled. “That was the mo-
ment I fell in love with him.” 
 “From the first time I met him, 
I would say 45 years later from 
the first time I met him, when 
we started dating to when we got 
married in 2017- it was meant to 
be.”
 Between those 45 years apart, 
both were previously married, 
had successful careers and en-
joyed life.
 Paradise recalled a moment at 
their brunch meeting when their 
waitress commented on how nice 
it was to see a couple laughing 
and enjoying one another’s com-
pany, rather than “sitting there 
with their phones in their faces.”
 Paradise said she always liked 
Toler. “He’s a good guy,” she said. 
“He was always a good conver-
sationalist,” recalling back to the 
waitress. “She said something 
about ‘have you two known one 
another for a long time’ and I 
said, ‘Well, we haven’t seen one 
another in 15 year or so - but 
we’ve known each other for 45.’”

 Paradise said her pointing to 
the waitress was that “we got 
along great from the beginning.” 
Paradise admitted that she was 
somewhat anxious and wanted it 
to work out. 
 “We’re happily married, and 
we laugh so much,” Paradise said. 
“Almost every night I have to 
wipe tears out of my eyes because 
we laugh so much, you know, just 
over the most ridiculous things. 
But I guess that’s what happens 
when you’re friends first.” 
 Paradise said both have their 
differences and have had to ad-
just. Paradise said while she’s 
more of an outgoing, creative 
person, Toler is kind of shy and 

quiet, more of an analytical think-
er.
 “But, when it comes down to it, 
you just know it’ll work,” Paradise 
said. “He’s been around me long 
enough to know I can jump into 
things and not hold back.”
 When asked what she would tell 
someone who is looking for love a 
little later in life, Paradise said to 
“take a chance on somebody that 
you aren’t necessarily sure about 
- get to know them. You don’t 
have to run off and marry them. 
I mean you could, they could end 
up just being a friend. But take a 
chance and get to know them.”

– ashley.a.l.miller@gmail.com
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Beginnings of law enforcement in Stephens City

By Mark Gunderman
Stephens City

 Th e earliest reference to the 
Winchester police department 
found in city ordinances is on 
March 12, 1822, when an act of 
council established the position 
of superintendent of police, with 
powers to appoint constables. Th e 
superintendent’s salary was $100 
annually, the highest paid city of-
fi cial. On March 19, 1841, an act 
of council stated that constables 
were to become police offi  cers.1
 Th e beginning of the Stephens 
City (formally Stephensburg, 
Newtown/Stephensburg) police 

department is somewhat sketchy. 
Th e records that are available are 
incomplete and currently subject 
to interpretation. Fortunately, 
the offi  cial minutes of the oldest 
Town Council meetings begin 
in 1842 and are kept at Stephens 
City Town Hall. Sometime in 
1989, Deputy Town Clerk Helen 
Brown meticulously transcribed 
onto type written pages, the ear-
liest minutes through 1889. Th e 
town’s faded minutes are diffi  cult 
to read because they are written 
in cursive with quill pen and ink. 
Th e minutes from 1908 until 1939 
are a mix of hand-written, mim-
eograph and typed pages loosely 
placed in folders not especially in 
chronological order. However, the 
records maintained at the Town 
Hall were essential in the writing 
of this article.
 On 8 November 1758, Henry 
Earnest was appointed to serve 
as constable in the town of Ste-
phensburg, beginning 1 January 
1759. On 5 February, 1760, Nich-

olas Pittman is appointed consta-
ble in the room replacing Henry 
Earnest who is discharged from 
that offi  ce.2
 Prior to the modernization of 
law enforcement in the middle 
19th century, before police de-
partments existed, local law en-
forcement was often performed 
by constables. A Constable in the 
Virginia colony was an offi  cer of 
his county, appointed directly by 
the Justices of the court, with the 
general duty of policing and keep-
ing the peace in his district within 
the county.3 He did not receive a 
salary and did not wear a uniform. 
Th ey were fee offi  cers with fees 
being set by the General Assembly 
for each writ served and warrant 
executed. Th e constables were 
paid in pounds of tobacco. For ex-
ample, a constable would receive 
fi ve pounds for summoning a wit-
ness and ten pounds for serving a 
warrant or a writ.4
 Th e earliest Stephensburg 
meeting minutes of any form of 
town government date back to 
1830 and survive in a typescript 
copy transcribed by the late Ste-
phens City historian Mildred Lee 

Grove. Th e pages are brief and in-
complete but identify an attempt 
to establish Th e Corporation of 
N. T. Stephensburg where the Vir-
ginia General Assembly would al-
low the Corporation to elect town 
offi  cials and establish regular 
meeting dates for its local govern-
ment. Th e fi rst known president 
and treasurer of the Corporation 
were A. S. Brown  and Alexander 
Marks in 1830.5
 One interesting note in the 
minutes from August 1831, is the 
cited responsibility of the Corpo-
ration to allocate funding to pur-
chase timber to build or repair 

an engine (fi re) house. In 1831, 
the Winchester Friendship Fire 
company is reported to have or-
ganized. Th e fi re department had 
previously used a small gooseneck 
style hand pumping engine from 
England (perhaps Newsham & 
Ragg). Th e equipment is housed 
in a shed like engine house in the 
public square.6 In the 1830s, more 
Winchester fi re departments are 
formed and better pumping en-
gines procured. Perhaps an older 
model was sold to Stephens City 
in 1831 which would have re-
quired an engine house. Th e Town 
Sergeant would have been respon-

Stephens City’s fi rst patrol car, a 1957 Ford 8 cylinder two-door. Photo 
courtesy Charles Pitcock.

2023 Stephens City Police Department: L to R, Sgt. Chris James, Chief Bill Copp, Administrative Assistant Ev-
elyn Partlow, Offi cer Cody Jacob Arbogast and Offi cer Jason Nauman. Photo courtesy Mayor Mike Diaz.
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ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
 Excessive spending in recent days 
may have you feeling nervous about 
your finances, Aries. In addition to 
bills, you could be waiting to be reim-
bursed. Be patient.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
 Taurus, you may have been working 
so hard you haven’t had time to spend 
with family and friends lately. Clear 
your calendar and make some time 
for recreation.
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
 This week you may lock yourself 
behind closed doors and enjoy some 
alone time for a change, Gemini. Relax 
with a good book or binge watch some 
television. 
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
 A friendship could be tested when 
you get into a quarrel over money, 
Cancer. You each have different phi-
losophies on spending. Try to see both 
sides.  
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
 Philosophy and religious principles 
are of interest to you lately, Leo. Ex-
plore the metaphysical and dive into 
these subjects with all of your energy.  
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
 Virgo, you could be longing for a 
vacation, so why not make it happen? 
If you’ve socked away some cash, put 
it towards a trip to recharge and relax.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
 Make an effort to reconnect with 
someone you have known a long time 
who has become absent from your life. 
Resolve to maintain this connection in 
the years ahead.
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
 Honest communication can take 
you through a rough patch you might 
be having with your romantic partner, 
Scorpio. Speak openly and honestly to 
resolve the issue.
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
 Keep your eyes focused on the 
future, Sagittarius. It’s easy to dwell 
on what happened in the past, but 
that won’t matter much in the grand 
scheme of things. 
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
 A miscommunication could find 
you spending money you just don’t 
have right now, Capricorn. This may 
be an instance when you need to seek 
a professional to sort it all out.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
 Aquarius, a project that has been 
on the calendar for some time finally 
gets completed. It has been a long 
time coming, but the results are better 
than you expected.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
 Go through some old photos and 
reminisce, Pisces. It can be a quiet way 
to spend a day or two and enjoy the 
memories.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

FEBRUARY 5
 Darren Criss, Actor (36)
FEBRUARY 6
 Charlie Heaton, Actor (29)
FEBRUARY 7
 Chris Rock, Comic (58)
FEBRUARY 8
 Jaden Hossler, Singer (22)
FEBRUARY 9
 Michael B. Jordan, Actor (36)
FEBRUARY 10
 Elizabeth Banks, Actress (49)
FEBRUARY 11
 Jennifer Aniston, Actress (54)

– https://wfcreport.com

sible for the hand pumping engine 
and ladders which were stored in 
Frogtown (north end of town). 
This might imply that a town ser-
geant (first police presence) exist-
ed in N.T. Stephensburg as early as 
1831.  
 Winchester had established a 
Town Sergeant in 1822 and per-
haps following the example of 
British Metropolitan Police in 
London (1829), the town lead-
ers desired to move away from a 
court assigned constable and ap-

point their own police representa-
tive. This would be the early be-
ginnings of a police department. 
It consisted of one officer, known 
as the Town Sergeant which held 
responsibilities that included col-
lecting taxes, keeping general law 
and order, removing trash from 
the street and regulating speed by 
people on horses.
 The first formal town hall meet-
ing minutes begin in 1842 with 
the General Assembly officially 
making it lawful (January 4, 1842) 

for the Corporation of N.T. Ste-
phensburg to elect officials and to 
meet annually.
 In April, 1848 James Musgrove 
was elected The Town Sergeant 
and received $10 annually for as-
signed duties. The minutes do not 
state that this was the first Town 
Sergeant so we can ascertain one 
previously existed. The Sergeant 
was ordered to have the town lad-
ders in Frogtown placed under 
sufficient covering, perhaps in the 
engine house with the hand pump 
fire engine.
 The Town Sergeant was ordered 
to see that the streets are kept 
clear of all lumber and when the 
laws of the town are violated, it 
should be his duty to apply for a 
warrant and proceed against said 
offender or offenders.
 In April, 1850 James L. Johnston 
was elected Town Sergeant and 
paid $15 annually for his services.  
 In 1852 trustees directed that 
the Sergeant be required to make 
a return of taxes and fines to the 
treasurer once every month.
 In 1854, John Hoover was elect-
ed Town Sergeant and paid twelve 
dollars annually for his services 
and five percent for collecting the 
old tax bills.
 In 1860, Nimrod Steel was 
elected Town Sergeant received 
no salary but allowed twenty per-
cent of the town taxes and fines 
collected by him. 
 In 1872 trustees directed the 
Sergeant be required to collect a 
dog tax on all dogs kept within the 
town limits and kill or have some-
one kill all dogs owned by such 
persons who refuse to pay said 
taxes.
 In May, 1874 trustees resolved 
that the Sergeant be required 
to call out all hands to work the 
streets beginning at the north 
end of town and continue from 
day to day until the streets are in 

proper order and the work effort 
not to exceed eight days. It is not 
mentioned in the minutes but 
can be assumed that the work en-
tailed the cleaning or repair of the 
streets and also included the re-
moval of filth, dirt and rubbish off 
the street, lanes, alleys and public 
grounds.
 In June, 1874 one motion 
of thanks was tendered to Mr. 
George Carver for the efficient 
services as Sergeant and Collec-
tor of The Corporation during the 
current year. 
 From the town records, it ap-
pears that magistrates and trust-
ees remained in office for ex-
tended periods of time, but the 
Town Sergeant’s position changed 
frequently. The Sergeant’s duties 
included the not always popular 
obligations of collecting taxes and 
enforcing the laws. In 1875 a law 
was established to fine the Town 
Sergeant $1 to $50 for failing to 
perform any duty imposed on him 
by the Town or any of the mem-
bers of the Council.
 In May 1876, on motion the 
town was divided into three divi-
sions in order to work the streets 
of the Corporation as follows:
 No. 1 From the Corporation 
line South to Steele and Dinges 
Corner.
 No. 2 From thence North to A. 
Dean’s Corner.
 No. 3 From thence North to en-
tirety of the Corporation limits. 
 On motion Town Sergeant was 
ordered to summon hands from 
16 to 60 according to above divi-
sions to work the streets and to 
be allowed $1 per day for said ser-
vices.
 In July, 1880 Jacob A. Bucher 
was appointed Sergeant at a salary 
of thirty dollars annually and one 
half the fines for arrests. 
 In 1883, the Council made a 

See STEPHENS CITY, 6

Officer Nathan Smallwood (1947-56, 1958-60) standing in front of the 
town patrol car. Photo courtesy Charles Pitcock.
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motion for the following ordi-
nance to be added. 
 “Disorderly Conduct: Be it or-
dained that any person who shall 
be guilty of fighting, assaulting, 
or committing a battery upon any 
person; or exhibiting himself in a 
state of intoxication; or whoop-
ing, hollering, riotous singing, or 
using loud and profane swearing, 
or using obscene language, sing-
ing any blackguard or obscene 
songs, or be guilty of any indecent 
conduct or exposure of person, or 
any of the above acts within the 
Corporation shall be fined not less 
than one dollar or exceeding fifty-
dollars according to the discretion 
of the Mayor.” 
 In 1889 the Sergeant reported a 
copy of the town ordinances had 
been distributed to every house-
hold in the Corporation and that 
he had completed a dog census. 
The Sergeant ascertained that the 
town had a total of thirty male 
dogs and two females.
 In 1907, C. J. Brumback was 
Mayor and J. D. Lineburg Town 
Sergeant and Stephens City pub-
lished Ordinances of the Corpora-
tion. 
 Ordinance 4, Section 1 cites, 
“It shall be the duty of the Town 
Sergeant to collect all taxes, levies 
and fines that may be placed in his 
hands for collection by order of 
the mayor or council.   
 Section 2, The sergeant shall be 
a police officer, authorized and re-
quired to enforce the police laws 
of the corporation and to recover 
all fines imposed for breaches 
thereof.
 Section 3. The sergeant shall 
pay all moneys collected by him 
for the corporation  into the hands 
of the clerk not later than 5th day 
of every month.”
 In 1924, a motion was passed 
to pay the Town Sergeant seventy 
dollars annually.
 In July, 1926, it was moved and 
approved that the town purchase 
the uniform for the Town Ser-
geant that will meet the require-
ments of state law.   
 A motion was passed that a set 

rate of $1.50 be paid for hauling a 
person to jail in Winchester. 
 On October 8 1929, a motion 
was passed that Joseph Strode be 
elected Town Sergeant through 
the expiration of the term of the 
present mayor and councilmen at 
a Salary of $20 per month.
 On January 7, 1930, a motion 
was passed that Sergeant Joseph 
Strode be instructed to make a 
survey to determine the amount 
of or number of gas and oil com-
panies in Stephens City.  
 A motion was passed at same 
meeting, that J. A. Bean was to 
confer with the previous Sergeant, 
Mr. Hartley about his police badge 
and see what it could be pur-
chased for and if at a reasonable 
price.
 On March 3 1931, a motion was 
passed that Sergeant Lemley haul 
rock to fix the ditch at Mr. John 
Painters pavement. 
 From 1947 to 1956 and again 
from September 1958 through 
July 1960, Nathan Smallwood 
served as the town’s policeman. 
During this period, Officer Small-
wood’s responsibilities gradually 
transitioned from Town Sergeant 
and tax collector to more of a 
community policeman. He re-
ceived letters of recognition for 
providing security at the Apple 
Blossom Festival, speaking to Ste-
phens City High School students, 
and being a splendid protector of 
elementary school children.
 Although Smallwood would 
continue to collect taxes and 
provide details at the monthly 
Town Council meetings, by 1950 
Smallwood would provide the de-
tails prior to the meeting and the 

Council Treasurer would present 
the Treasurer’s Report.
 In March 1947, a motion was 
passed to pay Town Sergeant Na-
than B. Smallwood a monthly  sal-
ary of $150 and that Officer Small-
wood be granted an allowance of 
15 gallons of gasoline in lieu of  a 
car service.
 In March 1948, a motion was 
passed to pay for the replacement 
of Officer Smallwood’s pistol. On 
July 5 1949 a motion was passed 
that officer Smallwood receive 10 
days paid vacation annually. On 
December 7 1949, a motion was 
passed that Officer Smallwood re-
ceive payment for a new uniform.  
 In 1948, a Police Justice Court 
was established and Robert E. 
O’Neal, from Middletown, was 
appointed Police Justice. The 
Court was established for han-
dling traffic citations, disorderly 
conduct and other minor viola-
tions. The Police Justice would 
impose fines payable to the Police 
(Town) Clerk. The Justice Court 
was terminated after Town Hall 
moved from the Lemley Building 
to the Home Economics Class-
room Building at the old Stephens 
City School in 1976.
 In 1950, Sergeant Smallwood 
was checking town water meters 
on a daily basis. He wass enforcing 
illegal parking on town streets and 
on sidewalks. In 1952, Smallwood 
received $40 a month for personal 
car  expenses which increased 
to $55 in 1954 and $80 in 1955. 
There is town council discussion 
regarding purchasing a patrol car 
but it is tabled. 
 In July 1953, Smallwood coor-
dinated a tour of the town’s water 

supply system with a representa-
tive of the state health depart-
ment. In July 1955, Smallwood 
was relieved of his duties of read-
ing water meters and repairing 
and installing water connections 
so he could spend more time do-
ing police work. 
 In July 1956, Mayor R. M. 
Wakeman held a special meeting 
to discuss hiring an additional po-

liceman and purchasing a patrol 
car for police and town use.  The 
Council took bids on a Chevro-
let, Ford and Plymouth to include 
a heavy-duty clutch, spotlight, 
heater, and defroster, 8-cylinder, 
2 door, and power pack or inter-
ceptor engine.  The Chevrolet bid 
won with  a council vote of 4 to 
3 over the Ford. B&M Chevrolet 
was to deliver the car on August 1 

STEPHENS CITY, from 5

Officer Fred Cline (1960-64) standing on the roof of his police car at-
tempting to reach up and take down a broken tree limb on Germain Street. 
Photo courtesy Patty Vann Snyder.
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at a cost of $1,697. Th e car would 
be contracted for periodic servic-
ing at Veterans Service Station on 
South Main Street. However, the 
Chevrolet was never purchased 
and records only refl ect that a 
Ford sedan was procured in 1957.
 Sergeant  J. F. Locke replaced 
Smallwood in 1956.  Th e hiring 
of a second police offi  cer was also 
approved in 1957 and B. F. Carter 
joined Sergeant J. F. Locke as Ste-
phens City’s fi nest. Both would be 
paid a salary of $250.00 a month. 
Th e pair would alternate their 
working schedules with one shift 
beginning 8 AM to 4 PM and the 
other from 4 PM to midnight. 
However, the two-offi  cer system 
did not work out as Offi  cer Locke 
resigned in 1956 and then Offi  cer 
Carter in 1957. Robert Vanhorn 
replaced Carter. 
 In September 1958, Offi  cer 
Vanhorn resigned and turned in 
one 1957 Ford Sedan, one pistol 
and holster, one belt, a suit, two 
pair of pants, three shirts, one cap, 
one jacket, two ties, and a pair of 
handcuff s.     

 In October 1958 the Town 
Council instructed the rehired 
Offi  cer Nathan Smallwood to visit 
Dr. Melton’s offi  ce and receive the 
Asiatic Flu vaccine.
 In February 1961, Mayor Lynn 
Comer thanked Sergeant Fred 
Cline for supervising all snow 
removal eff orts during several se-
vere snow storms.
 Stephens City Police today and 
the process of community polic-
ing.
 Police Chief Bill Copp and staff  
offi  cers believe in the principals of 
community policing and continue 
to receive enthusiastic support 
by maintaining partnerships with 
local citizens, schools and busi-
nesses to promote practices that 
maintain a low crime rate and in-
crease public safety.
 Stephens City’s Police Depart-
ment strives to attain citizen sat-
isfaction, trust and goodwill. Th e 
Department can best achieve its 
objectives by following a consis-
tent, fair and open program of 
offi  cer/citizen interaction. Offi  -
cers continuously work to estab-

lish and enhance positive lines of 
communication with all segments 
of the service population. Th eir 
foremost responsibility is to main-
tain the community security that 
we all cherish.
 1Law Enforcement in Win-
chester, from the Earliest Settle-
ment to the Present Day, by Allen 
Barley, 2008-2009 Winchester-
Frederick County Historical Soci-
ety Journal, Vol No. XX on pages 

83-115.
 2Taken from Frederick County 
Order Book 8, page 146 and page 
334.
 3Th e Historian’s Guide to Lou-
doun County, Virginia, Volume 
1, Colonial laws of Virginia and 
County Court Orders   1757-1766, 
John T. Phillips II, 1996, page 109.
 4County Government in Vir-
ginia, A Legislative History, 1607-
1904, by Albert Ogden Porter, 

1947, page 78.  
 5Linden A. Fravel, unpublished 
notes from Mildred Lee Grove 
collection of loose papers, in pos-
session of the Stone House Foun-
dation, Stephens City, VA.
 6Historic Chronology of Fred-
erick County Virginia and Win-
chester’s Fire Rescue Services, 
A Fire Buff s Perspective, by G.B. 
Rusty Gill, page 8, 2006 edition.

– gunderman2001@aol.com
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Restored photographs reveal clearer image of  family stories

By Ashley Miller
Warren/Frederick County Report

 One by one, Lauri Bridgeforth 
brings back to life old photographs 
that tell stories of families, war vet-
erans, local festivals and even the 
unknown. 
 “Photo restoration is basically 
where I take an original image that 
is damaged, and I make a digital 
copy and do my repairs to the digi-
tal copy,” Bridgeforth explained. “I 
do not actually work on the origi-
nal image.”
 Bridgeforth has worked with all 
types of damaged photos; from 
photographs covered in mold, to 
photographs that have suffered fire 

damage, as well as photos that are 
framed and even stuck to glass. 
She also works with portraits that 
are hand colored and can turn a 
black & white photograph into a 
color one.
 Bridgeforth added that she can 
even work from a picture of a pic-
ture. But her preference would 
rather be to work with the original, 
allowing her to scan it to her speci-
fications, with a high-resolution 
smart scan.
 “I tell my clients to bring me the 
whole thing, just as it is,” she ex-
plained. “My number one advice 
to people that have something 
that’s stuck to glass is to leave it. 
Do not attempt to remove it be-

cause what usually happens is you 
wind up damaging it. I can figure it 
out from there.”
 Over the years, Bridgeforth has 
had the pleasure of bringing back 
to life countless photographs for 
many clients. Often, she finds the 
photographs to be older photos 
with unique stories behind the 
faces. 
 “They come in sometimes with 
the best stories.”
 Bridgeforth recalled a story of a 
young lady that brought in a mili-
tary portrait of her grandfather 
that had been stored in a barn for 
an indefinite amount of time. 
 “It was stuck to the glass, mold-
ed, cracked-all of it,” she said. 
 Bridgeforth admitted that at 
first, she wasn’t sure what she was 
going to do, but one look at his 
eyes and she knew. 
 She remembered another story 
of a lady who brought in a photo-
graph; Bridgeforth had to restore 
the photograph from another pho-
tograph because the gentleman’s 
head was missing from the original 
photo. 
 Looking back, Bridgeforth has 
found that often people bring 
her photos to restore for numer-
ous reasons: “maybe a person has 
passed away and nobody else in the 
family knew that picture existed. 
And other family members want 
a copy,” she said. “And sometimes 
people just want to know there’s a 
digital backup somewhere.”
 Bridgeforth’s capability to re-
store photos dates to the 2000’s 

when she purchased Valley Photo 
Center. When she bought out a 
former employee, who had begun 
restoring digital photographs, 
Bridgeforth knew they were on to 
something. After buying out said 
employee, Bridgeforth made him 
her general manager until closing 
in 2008 during the financial crisis. 
“We all have our 2008 stories,” she 
said. 
 With the closure of the business 
came an opportunity to expand 
the restoration arm of her photog-
raphy business. Graciously, while 
working for Bridgeforth, former 
employees taught her how to use 
Photoshop, a popular tool used for 
editing and design work in the in-
dustry. 
 “I got to the part where I was 
probably more proficient than they 

were,” she said. “So, I just kept at it 
and kept at it.” 
 Bridgeforth learned this and 
that; learned from her mistakes 
and took note of what worked and 
what didn’t; noting that no two 
projects are alike; therefore, the 
techniques are not either. 
 “I had some really good former 
employees that were very patient 
with me and taught me how and 
what to do,” she added. 
 Bridgeforth took that success 
and ran with it. 
 It was during the pandemic that 
photo restoration for Bridgeforth 
really “kicked up.” 
 In 2022 her photo restoration 
business was 60% of her pho-
to business. Bridgeforth owns 
Bridgeforth Photographics, Inc., 
based out of Winchester and offers 

The Hollebrandse finished product shows an example of how Lauri Bridge-
forth has worked with all types of damaged photos; from photographs 
covered in mold, to photographs that have suffered fire damage, as well 
as photos that are framed and even stuck to glass. Photos courtesy of 
Lauri Bridgeforth.
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headshots, manufacturing, com-
mercial and industrial photogra-
phy and drone & aerial photogra-
phy to Winchester and beyond. 
 Bridgeforth’s reputation is wide-
spread; she has clients from Front 

Royal to Woodstock. Pricing is set 
by project, and she said, “the price 
is the price - unless they change 
the parameters.”
 Th ere isn’t set pricing, as each 
job in itself is diff erent. 

 Th e process itself is easy; say a 
client brings in a photo stuck to 
glass. Bridgeforth evaluates the 
project in house, as nothing leaves 
her studio; then she would either 
scan the photo itself or take a high-
resolution image of the photo-
graph. She utilizes the natural light 
her studio off ers as well as lenses 
that allow her to get close and cap-
ture the necessary details for her 
success. Finally, Bridgeforth takes 
the image into Photoshop where 
she masterfully restores the image, 
one click here, another click there.
 Bridgeforth takes great pride in 
caring for her clients’ projects be-
cause after all, they are someone’s 
“treasures.” A recent project in-
cluded a rolled up panoramic mili-
tary portrait. Bridgeforth said she 
told her client she couldn’t guar-
antee that it would return the way 
it arrived. “I can hear the fi bers in 
the paper as I try to unroll it,” she 
explained.
 He said, “Okay. Do what you 
can. Because no one’s seen it for 
years. Get it through the scanner 
as best you can, put it back togeth-
er as best as you can, and we’ll go 
from there.”
 Sometimes clients bring colored 
slides, or negatives to the studio, 
often unsure of who is in the pho-
tograph. 
 Bridgeforth has also worked 
with the Shenandoah Apple Blos-
som Festival, restoring old nega-

tives for the popular event held in 
the Spring. 
 When asked if any of the pho-
tographs have stuck with her over 
the years, she said, “a couple have 
- because some of them, they just 
kind of talk to me.”
 When her father was taken to the 
hospital, and the family learned “it 
wasn’t going to end well,” Bridge-

forth said she found peace in her 
photo restoration projects.
 “I was getting something beauti-
ful done,” she said. 
 Sailor Dan was a restoration 
project Bridgeforth said will al-
ways stick with her, along with 
a photo of a family with cracks 
through their faces.
 Bridgeforth said she is quite 
proud of that restoration; “I had 
to fi x jaw lines, replace an eyeball 
or two. It sounds weird when I say 
that, but I regularly swap faces in 
group portraits all the time. Th is 
was just diff erent.” 
 Bridgeforth said she fi nds a 
healthy balance between her pho-
to restorations and photography 
business. 
 “You build a reputation and 
a good name for being not only 
good, but also being fair and 
ethical and treating people right. 
Th at’s how you get those kinds of 
jobs. People just trust you.” 
 To learn more about Bridgeforth 
Photographics and Bridgeforth’s 
restoration business, visit bridge-
forthphoto.com.

– ashley.a.l.miller@gmail.com

A photo restored and colorized reveals the original image.
Winnie and George Zepp’s photo restoration is an example of the work 
done by Lauri Bridgeforth of Bridgeforth Photographics.
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Go back in time at the Josephine School Museum
1880s building holds history of students, teachers and many other outstanding African American citizens

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 For those interested in local 
history, February, designated 
Black History month, is a good 
time to visit a small, beautifully 
preserved building in Berryville 
called the Josephine School 
Community Museum on 303 
Josephine Street. This is a for-
mer two-room schoolhouse 
filled with items chronicling the 
timeline and beginning efforts 

of formerly enslaved and freed 
citizens in Berryville to provide 
for their children’s education in 
the community. 
 Three members of the board, 
President Adeela Al-Khalili, 
Vice President-treasurer Nor-
ma Johnson and Dee Dee Lig-

gins took the time to welcome, 
conduct the tour, answer ques-
tions, and to fill in even more 
details about the museum and 
the community on Josephine 
Street on a Sunday during their 
1-3 p.m. visiting hours. 
 One of the first things they 

pointed out was the wall-
mounted replica of the original 
neighborhood at the back of the 
museum’s first room.
 The information offered there 
says how much the newly freed 
people cherished their inde-
pendence and initiative and the 
sign gives details of how the 
community grew.
 In the information provided 
on the museum’s literature in 
the first room, it is described 
this way, “Early in the 1870s, 
African Americans established 
Josephine City, a community 
originally composed of 321 
one-acre lots lining a 16-foot-

wide street. Twenty-four for-
mer slaves and free blacks pur-
chased the lots for $100 an acre 
from Ellen McCormick, owner 
of Clermont Farm.
 “The street and the commu-
nity were probably named af-
ter a former slave at Clermont, 
Josephine Williams, purchaser 
of two lots. By 1900, Josephine 
City had become an oasis for 
the county’s African Ameri-
cans and was a self-sufficient 
community with a school, gro-
cery store, gas station, board-
ing house, restaurant, cemetery 
and two churches.
 “The one-story, two room 

Norma Johnson, vice-president and treasurer and President Adeela Al 
-Khalili, board members of the Josephine Street Community Museum 
were happy to welcome folks for a tour with conversations and memo-
ries. A model of Josephine City around 1930 is on the wall behind them.

The sunny 1900 Josephine School room looks like kids could just walk in and take their seats.
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frame building was constructed 
in 1882. For more than a hun-
dred years, the Josephine City 
School has been the corner-
stone of a proud self-contained 
community. The building 
served as an elementary school 
until1930 when it was relocated 
a short distance to become part 
of the Clarke County Train-
ing School. The building was 

used for classes until 1971. It 
was placed on the Virginia and 
National Registers of Historic 
Places in 1995.”
 One of the first things John-
son and Al -Khalili highlighted 
was a three-dimensional wall 
map of the buildings and homes 
that had formed the city and 
pointed out how some had been 
moved or changed since they 

were first built. Credit was giv-
en to all who had contributed to 
the design and construction of 
the replica.
 The building houses a large 
collection of artifacts, papers, 
mementos, trophies, scrap-
books, photos, books, and rep-
licas of the buildings and school 
buses, along with one school 
room looking much the same 

as it did in the 1880s.
 There’s the teacher’s desk and 
bell, an oil lantern, blackboard, 
a rocking chair, large milk can 
with cups and a ladle for drink-
ing water, a wood stove and a 
paddle hanging on the wall!
 Some desks were meant for 
two students to sit together, 
others for one and everything 
looking like kids could just walk 
in and take their seats. 
 According to Dee Dee, who 
still lives in the neighborhood, 
“Kids went here up to 6th grade, 
then went to boarding school in 
Manassas and possibly others 
for middle and high school.”
 But from 1949 to 1966, the 
school was known as Johnson-
Williams High School and af-
ter the integration of public 
schools, it became the Johnson-
Williams Intermediate School 
and served students of all rac-
es from 1966 until it closed in 
1987.
 Johnson noted that the ad-
ministrators were careful about 
the transition.

 “When schools were integrat-
ed, administrators took time to 
work together ahead of schools 
opening, so to avoid the kinds 
of riots and problems in other 
places,” she began. “For the first 
year, it was optional to be in-
tegrated and kids could stay in 
their same schools.”
 The school’s history is posted 
on a sign in the museum’s first 
room. 
• In 1882, the former slaves and 
free colored people of this com-
munity built the Josephine City 
School to provide their children 
with a grade school education.
• Under the leadership of Rev. 
Edward Johnson, a new build-
ing was completed in 1930 to 
provide high school education 
for Negro students and was 
called the Clarke County Train-
ing School.
• It was named the W.T.B. Wil-
liams Training School in 1944 
to honor a Clarke County native 
who served as Dean of Tuskeg-
ee Institute.

See BERRYVILLE, 12
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and vintage items. You truly have to see it to believe it! 

WOODSTOCKWOODSTOCK

Valley Treasures has joined the 
On Second Thought family!!!
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• From 1949 to 1966, the school 
was known as Johnson-Wil-
liams High School.
• After the integration of public 
schools, it became the Johnson-
Williams Intermediate School 
and served students of all rac-
es from 1966 until it closed in 
1987.
• Th e high school building was 
converted into apartments for 
older persons in 1992.
• Th e original Josephine City 
School was placed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Plac-
es. In 2003 it became the fi rst 
museum devoted to the his-
tory of Clarke County’s African 
American community. 
• Th e renovation of the Jose-
phine School Community Mu-
seum building was completed 
in October 2002 with assistance 

from the Virginia General As-
sembly and the Clarke County 
Board of Supervisors. Th e in-
augural exhibit of the museum 
was opened on July 12, 2003.

 Th e museum is still an active 
center for many kinds of pro-
grams and groups.
 One upcoming event is the 
17th Annual Black History 
Helen O. Carr Dramatic Read-
ing Contest. Called A Celebra-
tion of Black History Month, to 
be held on Saturday, February 
18, at 1:30 p.m. at the museum, 
with an inclement weather date 
on February 25. Students in the 
second, third, fourth and fi fth 
grades are eligible to partici-
pate.
 “Th is is a chance for folks to 
come experience the oral in-
terpretation of stories, poems, 

folktales, or essays written by or 
about African Americans,” they 
say.
 Johnson explained that Helen 
O. Carr was a past board mem-
ber who had a vision to start the 
Reading. Th e grand prize win-
ner gets a transparent plaque 
with the opportunity to engrave 
their name, and fi rst, second 
and third place winners get cer-
tifi cates and gift cards.
 “Hopefully to buy books!” 
said Johnson.

Visit their website at https://
www.jschoolmuseum.org for 
more information and events.
 It says their mission is “to 
create and manage a living mu-
seum dedicated to restoring our 
original 1882 schoolhouse and 
sharing the people, objects, and 
stories that form the continuing 

legacy of Clarke County’s Afri-
can American history and heri-
tage, welcoming all to see how 
the museum serves as a power-
ful beacon of hope, self-deter-
mination, and accomplishment.

 Th e following information 
shows the kinds of activities 
that people can fi nd there.

Josephine School Commu-
nity Museum Information:
Every 3rd Tuesday of the Month 

This school bus model shows the vehicle constructed by bus driver Will 
Burrell who provided transportation for Josephine School students. Kids 
sat on benches in the back of a big box-like enclosure situated on top of 
the truck bed.

You depend on us to keep 
the lights on 24/7. That’s 
why we work around the 
clock to safely provide 
you with the most reliable, 
affordable power possible. 

Last year alone, crews 
cleared more than 
1,500 miles of right-of-
way areas and removed 
27,000 hazard trees. Tree 
maintenance is ongoing 
and crews continue to 
upgrade equipment in 
the power delivery system.

Why? Because reliability 
is everything.

because reliability 
is everything

Georgia Rossiter
Attorney At Law

117 W Boscawen St.  Suite 4  Winchester
Phone (540) 535-2001 • Fax (540) 535-2210

Concentrating in Family Law & Equine Law
Divorce   •   Child Custody   •   Support

Donahoe’s
WHIMSICAL FLOWERS 

& gift shop

235 Chester Street, Front Royal, Virginia
540-635-2815 • donahoesflorist.com

Valentine’s Day: Feb. 14th!!!
Say it with flowers!!

BERRYVILLE, from 11
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Join the Middle Potomac His-
tory Research Group at the mu-
seum.
 Museum Book Club: The 
Josephine School Community 
Museum Book Club was begun 
to promote literacy and cultural 
understanding. The subjects are 
timely and the discussions live-
ly.
 “Our 2020-2022 Book Sched-
ules were canceled because of 
the Covid-19 Pandemic. We are 
looking forward to resuming 
our sessions in 2023. For good 

reads you may have missed and 
to find out more, visit https://
w w w. jscho olmuseum.org/ 
bookClub.
 They also sponsor scholar-
ships for Clarke County High 
School students.
 Support: There are several 
ways to support the Josephine 
School Community Museum 
and the Clarke County African 
American Cultural Center by 
becoming a member. 
 Collection: The Josephine 
School Community Museum 

welcomes additions to their 
collection at any time. If you 
have something you would like 
to have housed at the Museum, 
please give them a call.
 Purchase a Brick: You can 
support the Josephine School 
Community Museum and the 
Clarke County African Ameri-
can Cultural Center by pur-
chasing a sponsorship brick to 
be placed in the front walkway 
of the museum.
 “Many of the names on the 
bricks are of people who went 
to school here,” said Johnson. 
 Covid 19 Policy: To help 
keep guests, volunteers, and 
their families safe, they ask that 
everyone, vaccinated and un-
vaccinated, wear a face cover-

ing inside the museum. If you 
are not feeling well or have flu-
like symptoms, they will be glad 
to reschedule your visit for an-
other day.
 The Josephine School 
Community Museum is 
located at 303 Josephine 

Street, in Berryville. Hours are 
Sundays from 1 to 3 p.m. and 
by appointment. Masks are 
preferred inside the museum. 
To schedule a visit call (540) 
955-5512 or email jschool515@
verizon.net

– carol@areaguides.com

The Josephine School Community Museum located at 303 Josephine 
Street, in Berryville, is the site of the first school for black children in 
Clarke County.

STEPHENS CITY
100 Elizabeth Drive
540.869.9555

FRONT ROYAL
600 Commerce Avenue
540.635.4137

WINCHESTER   
1830 Valley Avenue
540.667.6777

WOODSTOCK
1001 South Main Street
540.459.2105

STRASBURG
33230 Old Valley Pike
540.465.9292

BETH
ASSOCIATE BROKER

540-671-6145  •  beth@whatmattersw2.com

Learn more about WHAT MATTERS Partners at www.whatmattersw2.com

210 E Main St.
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-671-6145

MATTERS
WHAT

WHATMATTERSW2.COM

#1 Top Producer in Offi ce 2018-2022!

Do you want to sell your home AND have 10% of listing 
commission donated to what matters to YOU?

Call me for a no obligation, no pressure consultation!

Matthews Auto Center
13 W. Duck Street • Front Royal • (540) 636-7567
Complete Auto Repair and Maintenance

ASE Master Technician • VA State Inspections
Between the bridges!

When Quality counts
Count on Us!

Tues.-Sat. 8–4 (Lobby closed 11am-12 noon for lunch)

540-622-8085
www.ShearElegancePetBoutique.com

918 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal (in front of UPS)

Shear Elegance Pet Boutique
Dogs & Cats Welcome

$10 Nail Trim • Call for Appointment

“We Give Your Pets the Love,
Care & Respect they Deserve”
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December 2022 Indictments
October Term

Crystal Gail King
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
Crystal Gail King, 42, of the 
600 block of S. Royal Ave, Front 
Royal, VA 22630, with three 
counts. COUNT ONE: In the 
County of Warren, Crystal Gail 
King did unlawfully and feloni-
ously obtain or attempt to ob-
tain, by means of a willful false 
statement or representation 
public assistance benefits from 
programs of the State Boards 
of Social Services,  Health or 
Medical Assistance Services. 
COUNT TWO: did unlaw-
fully and feloniously forge, with 
the intent to defraud and to the 
prejudice of another’s rights, 
a letter to State Boards of Social 
Services, Health or Medical As-
sistance Services, or any other 
writing. COUNT THREE: did 
unlawfully and feloniously ut-
ter or attempt to employ as true 
a letter to State Boards of Social 
Services,  Health or Medical 
Assistance Services knowing 
such document to be  Forged. 
Dates of the offenses were on 
or about February 1 through 
August 31, 2022, and July 28 
and August 1, 2022.

William Kyle Lee
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
William Kyle Lee, 23, of the 
300 block of Cherrydale Ave., 
Front Royal, VA 22630, with 
four counts. COUNTS ONE 
and TWO: In the County of 
Warren, William Kyle Lee did 
unlawfully and feloniously 
sell or distribute a Schedule II 
controlled substance, to-wit: 
Fentanyl. COUNT THREE: 
did unlawfully, feloniously, 
knowingly  and intentionally 
possess a firearm while simul-
taneously  unlawfully possess-
ing a Schedule I controlled 
substance, to-wit:  Para-Flou-
rofentanyl. COUNT FOUR: 
did unlawfully and feloniously 
possess a Schedule I controlled 
substance, to-wit: Para-Flouro-
fentanyl.  Dates of the offenses 

were on or about November 17 
and 18, 2021.

Paige Elizabeth Williams
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about November 
25, 2022, in the County of 
Warren,  Paige Elizabeth Wil-
liams, 28, of the 800 block of 
W. 11th St., Front Royal, VA 
22630, lawfully in the custody 
of a law enforcement officer on 
a felony charge or conviction, 

did  unlawfully and feloniously 
escape from said custody with-
out force or violence.

James Patrick Leonard, III
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about August 17, 
2022, in the County of Warren, 
James Patrick Leonard, III, 20, 
of the 600 block of White Oak 
Rd., White Post, VA 22663, 
did unlawfully and feloniously, 
knowingly and intentionally 

possess a controlled substance, 
to-wit: Fentanyl listed in Sched-
ule II of the Drug Control Act.

Thomas Jeffrey Lerchenfeld
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
Thomas Jeffrey Lerchenfeld, 33, 
of the 200 block of Manassas 
Dr., Manassas Park, VA 20111, 
with two counts. COUNT 
ONE: In the County of Warren, 
Thomas Jeffrey  Lerchenfeld 
did unlawfully and feloniously 

manufacture, sell, give, distrib-
ute or possess with the  intent 
to manufacture, sell, give, or 
distribute, a controlled sub-
stance, to-wit: Cocaine classi-
fied in Schedule II of the Drug 
Control Act. COUNT TWO: 
did unlawfully and feloniously 
possess a Schedule 1 or II con-
trolled substance, to- wit: Fen-
tanyl. Date of the offenses was 
on or about July 24, 2022.

INDICTMENTS

Limited dates remain.
Book your event now:
dan@route11dj.com

Upcoming events with
Dan McDermott
Fri. Feb. 17 (6-10pm)

Karaoke at Shenandoah Valley 
Axe Throwing Co.

OPEN TO PUBLIC: 
20 South St. Front Royal, Va.

Sat. Feb. 18 (6-10pm)
Private Event in Edinburg, Va.

Tues. Feb. 28 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

Tues. Mar. 14 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

Tues. Mar. 28 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

*Private clubs open to members 
and properly invited guests

route11dj.com

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 
16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan 
and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 
License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 
License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 
218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-636-7566CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*
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Austin Allen Mcdonald
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about September 

16, 2022, in the County of 
Warren, Austin Allen Mcdon-
ald, 20, of the 6300 block of 
Winchester Rd., Front Royal, 

VA 22630, did  unlawfully and 
feloniously, having received a 
visible or audible signal from 
a law-enforcement  officer to 
bring his motor vehicle to a 
stop, drive such motor vehicle 
in a willful or wanton disregard 

of such signal so as to interfere 
with or endanger the operation 
of the law-enforcement vehicle 
or endanger a person.

Justin William Menefee
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about March 13, 
2022, in the County of Warren, 
Justin William Menefee, 29, of 

the 100 block of Overtop Mtn. 
Lane, Sperryville, VA 22740, 
did  unlawfully and feloniously 
while a prisoner in a state, lo-
cal, or community correctional 
facility or  in the custody of an 
employee thereof, procure, sell, 
secrete or have in his posses-
sion a  Schedule III controlled 
substance.

Visit your local retailer below:

*The Affordable Connectivity Program is a federal government benefit program, operated by the Federal Communications Commission, that lowers the price of eligible 
service up to $30/mo., or up to $75/mo. on qualifying Tribal Lands. The benefit is not transferable to other consumers. Only eligible consumers may enroll in the program. 
Only one benefit is allowed per household and the benefit may only be applied to one service, regardless of service provider. If the program ends, you transfer your 
benefit to another service provider, or you are no longer eligible for the program, regular Cricket Wireless plan rates will apply. Cricket reserves the right to remove the 
monthly benefit at any time. If your monthly service charge is $0 after the benefit, you must use your service every 30 days, or the benefit will be removed. Eligible 
Consumers: To determine your eligibility, you must apply with the federal government at www.affordableconnectivity.gov. You must show, with documentation as needed, 
that your household income is at or below 200% of Federal Poverty Guidelines for a household of that size; or that at least one member of the household participates in a 
qualifying federal assistance program (Lifeline, Medicaid, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, Supplemental Security Income, Federal Public Housing Assistance, 
The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), or Veterans and Survivors Pension Benefit); or receives benefits under a certain 
Federal free and reduced price lunch program or school breakfast program, or is enrolled in a school or school district that participates in the Community Eligibility 
Provision (“CEP”); or received a Federal Pell Grant in the current award year; or, if on qualifying Tribal Lands, participates in certain Tribal-specific federal assistance 
programs. See www.affordableconnectivity.gov for details. After you are approved, go to cricketwireless.com/ACP to complete your enrollment with Cricket Wireless. If you 
are already approved for Lifeline, you do not need to apply for ACP. Simply complete the ACP enrollment form at cricketwireless.com/acp to enroll.
**Free Samsung Galaxy A14 5G Offer: New line required. Excludes upgrades and AT&T ports. Limit: 3 devices per customer for online purchases. Transfer Number 
(Switch/Port), Upgrade or New Line pricing is available to customer once every 365 days. Limits: Purchases may be limited to 3 devices per customer online. May not 
be combinable with certain offers, discounts, or credits. Phone may be restricted to Cricket svc during first 6 months after activation.
^$60/mo. Cricket More Plan: Video streaming at SD quality. Cricket More includes up to 15 GB Mobile Hotspot data per line per month; then Mobile Hotspot speed 
slowed to 128 Kbps for rest of bill cycle. Actual speed varies by device and location. Mobile Hotspot req’s compatible device. Data usage and tethering that violates 
contract terms may be slowed or terminated. For more information on Cricket’s mobile broadband service, visit cricketwireless.com/mobilebroadband. General: Activ./
upgrade (up to $25/line) & add’l one time ($4 customer assistance) fees & restr’s may apply; see cricketwireless.com/fees. Devices: Sold separately. Limits: 9 devices. 
By activating/using svc., you agree to Cricket Terms of Service (cricketwireless.com/terms). Svc good for 30 days. Coverage not avail. everywhere. Pricing, availability, 
terms, data usage, speed & other restr’s subj, to change w/o notice. © 2023 Cricket Wireless LLC. All rights reserved.

Must bring your number to Cricket on a 
$60/mo. voice plan. First month service 
charge and tax due at sale. Activation
(in-store, $25/line) & add’l fees may apply. 
Restr’s apply. Cricket 5G is not available 
everywhere. See cricketwireless.com/map 
for coverage details. See below for details.

*Customers who qualify for the federal Affordable Connectivity Program can receive up to $30/mo. off eligible svc (or up to $75/mo. off on 
Tribal Lands). Fees, usage, terms & restrictions apply. See below for details. For more information, go to www.affordableconnectivity.gov. 

For more information, call Cricket at 1-844-246-8364. Mon-Fri: 9 am to 9 pm ET. Sun: 10 am to 9 pm ET.

$30/mo. 

Must bring your number to Cricket on a 

Plus, get a 

FREE
Samsung 

Galaxy A14 5G 
when you switch**

Get the 
$60 unlimited 
plan^ for

with the Affordable Connectivity Program*

People who come to Cricket stay with Cricket.

Visit your local retailer below:

*The Affordable Connectivity Program is a federal government benefit program, operated by the Federal Communications Commission, that lowers the price of eligible 
service up to $30/mo., or up to $75/mo. on qualifying Tribal Lands. The benefit is not transferable to other consumers. Only eligible consumers may enroll in the program. 
Only one benefit is allowed per household and the benefit may only be applied to one service, regardless of service provider. If the program ends, you transfer your 
benefit to another service provider, or you are no longer eligible for the program, regular Cricket Wireless plan rates will apply. Cricket reserves the right to remove the 
monthly benefit at any time. If your monthly service charge is $0 after the benefit, you must use your service every 30 days, or the benefit will be removed. Eligible 
Consumers: To determine your eligibility, you must apply with the federal government at www.affordableconnectivity.gov. You must show, with documentation as needed, 
that your household income is at or below 200% of Federal Poverty Guidelines for a household of that size; or that at least one member of the household participates in a 
qualifying federal assistance program (Lifeline, Medicaid, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, Supplemental Security Income, Federal Public Housing Assistance, 
The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), or Veterans and Survivors Pension Benefit); or receives benefits under a certain 
Federal free and reduced price lunch program or school breakfast program, or is enrolled in a school or school district that participates in the Community Eligibility 
Provision (“CEP”); or received a Federal Pell Grant in the current award year; or, if on qualifying Tribal Lands, participates in certain Tribal-specific federal assistance 
programs. See www.affordableconnectivity.gov for details. After you are approved, go to cricketwireless.com/ACP to complete your enrollment with Cricket Wireless. If you 
are already approved for Lifeline, you do not need to apply for ACP. Simply complete the ACP enrollment form at cricketwireless.com/acp to enroll.
**Free Samsung Galaxy A14 5G Offer: New line required. Excludes upgrades and AT&T ports. Limit: 3 devices per customer for online purchases. Transfer Number 
(Switch/Port), Upgrade or New Line pricing is available to customer once every 365 days. Limits: Purchases may be limited to 3 devices per customer online. May not 
be combinable with certain offers, discounts, or credits. Phone may be restricted to Cricket svc during first 6 months after activation.
^$60/mo. Cricket More Plan: Video streaming at SD quality. Cricket More includes up to 15 GB Mobile Hotspot data per line per month; then Mobile Hotspot speed 
slowed to 128 Kbps for rest of bill cycle. Actual speed varies by device and location. Mobile Hotspot req’s compatible device. Data usage and tethering that violates 
contract terms may be slowed or terminated. For more information on Cricket’s mobile broadband service, visit cricketwireless.com/mobilebroadband. General: Activ./
upgrade (up to $25/line) & add’l one time ($4 customer assistance) fees & restr’s may apply; see cricketwireless.com/fees. Devices: Sold separately. Limits: 9 devices. 
By activating/using svc., you agree to Cricket Terms of Service (cricketwireless.com/terms). Svc good for 30 days. Coverage not avail. everywhere. Pricing, availability, 
terms, data usage, speed & other restr’s subj, to change w/o notice. © 2023 Cricket Wireless LLC. All rights reserved.

Must bring your number to Cricket on a 
$60/mo. voice plan. First month service 
charge and tax due at sale. Activation
(in-store, $25/line) & add’l fees may apply. 
Restr’s apply. Cricket 5G is not available 
everywhere. See cricketwireless.com/map 
for coverage details. See below for details.

*Customers who qualify for the federal Affordable Connectivity Program can receive up to $30/mo. off eligible svc (or up to $75/mo. off on 
Tribal Lands). Fees, usage, terms & restrictions apply. See below for details. For more information, go to www.affordableconnectivity.gov. 

For more information, call Cricket at 1-844-246-8364. Mon-Fri: 9 am to 9 pm ET. Sun: 10 am to 9 pm ET.

$30/mo. 

Plus, get a 

FREE
Samsung 

Galaxy A14 5G 
when you switch**

Get the 
$60 unlimited 
plan^ for

with the Affordable Connectivity Program*

People who come to Cricket stay with Cricket.

MobileLink
298 Remount Rd Unit 11
Front Royal, VA 22630 
(540) 551-8173
Front Royal

MobileLink
298 Remount Rd Unit 11
Front Royal, VA 22630 
(540) 551-8173
Front Royal

MobileLink
526 W Resrvoir Rd
Woodstock, VA 22664 
540-459-4889
Woodstock

MobileLink
526 W Resrvoir Rd
Woodstock, VA 22664 
540-459-4889
Woodstock

MobileLink
298 Remount Rd Unit 11
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-551-8173

MobileLink
2118 S. Pleasant Valley Rd Unit 38
Winchester, VA 22601
540-773-8715

See store for details. Limited time offer.

Apply Now at: careers.walmart.com
or Text “Jobs” to 240240

Why work at Walmart?
Training and Opportunity
• Walmart Academy training for career advancement
• More than 300,000 US associates promoted with higher pay in FY 2021
• More than 75% of salaried store management teams started as hourly
• As of March 2021, average US hourly wage was over $15.25 per hour

Education Benefi ts
• Associates have the opportunity to go back to school, paid for by Walmart
• Finish high school, earn a college degree or professional certifi cate

Health care and insurance options made affordable
• All eligible associates – both full- and part-time – have affordable options
• Medical plans starting at $30.50 per pay period
• Dental and vision plans and coverage for domestic partners is available
• Free access to nurse care managers and health care advisors
• Company-paid life insurance

Many other benefi ts including:
• 401(k) options from day 1 with 6% match after one year on the job
• Associate stock purchase plan with company match
• 10% discount on regularly priced general merchandise at Walmart stores
• Discounts on travel, cell phone services, entertainment and other goods
• Paid time off
• Maternal and parental leave and adoption benefi ts for salaried and full-time 
hourly associates who have worked at Walmart for at least 12 months

  See current bene� ts at careers.walmart.com

• Starting at $14-$16 per hour!
• Auto Care Center
• Fuel Station
• Stocking & Unloading
• General Merchandise
• Hourly Supervisor & Training
• Food & Grocery

• Cashier & Front End Services
• Stocking & Unloading
• Online Orderfi lling & Delivery
• Health & Wellness
• Deli/Bakery Team
• Asset Protection
• Meat/Produce Team

Winchester and Front Royal openings include:

Walmart #1406: 2350 S Pleasant Valley Rd Winchester
Walmart #3344: 501 Walmart Dr Winchester
Walmart #4514: 201 Maranto Manor Dr Winchester
Walmart #5105: 10 Riverton Commons Dr Front Royal

Walmart Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer – By Choice.
 Walmart Inc. participates in E-Verify.

Carpet & Upholstery CleaningCarpet & Upholstery Cleaning

(540) 636-8718(540) 636-8718
• Carpet Repair / Stretch
• Water / Flood Extraction
• Tile / Grout Cleaning
• Hardwood Floor - Clean & Seal
• VCT Tile - Strip & Wax

Best ofBest of
WINNERWINNER
10 Years10 Years

in a row!in a row!

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 514-2932

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY 
PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

See INDICTMENTS, 16
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Frank Leonard Nicol, Jr.
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about May 31, 2022, 
in the County of Warren, Frank 
Leonard Nicol, Jr., 29, of the 
600 block of Columbia Ave., 
Columbia, VA 21502, did un-
lawfully and feloniously, know-
ingly and intentionally possess 
a controlled substance, to-wit: 
Cocaine listed in Schedule II of 
the Drug Control Act.

George Sylvester Rozinskie, 
IV

 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
George Sylvester Rozinskie, IV, 
36, of the 1200 block of Ivystone 
Way, Chesapeake, VA 23320, 
with three counts. COUNTS 
ONE, TWO and THREE: In 
the County of Warren, George 
Sylvester Rozinskie, IV did un-
lawfully and feloniously, being 
over the age of eighteen, use a 
communications system, in-
cluding but not limited to com-
puters or computer  networks 
or bulletin boards, or any other 
electronic means, for the pur-
poses of soliciting, with lascivi-
ous intent, a person he knew 
or had reason to believe was 
a child at least fi fteen years of 
age but less than eighteen years 
of age, to knowingly and inten-
tionally expose his sexual or 
genital  parts to such child, to 
whom he was not legally mar-
ried, or to propose that such 
child expose his sexual or geni-
tal parts to him, the defendant 
being at least seven years older 
than such child, the  accused 
knew or had reason to believe 
was a child fi fteen years of age 
but less than eighteen years of 
age who was the subject of the 
solicitation. Dates of the of-

fenses were on or about May 2, 
May 28 and July 1, 2022.

Amber Dawn Smith
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about June 20, 2022, 
in the County of Warren, Am-
ber Dawn Smith, 37, of the 200 
block of Virginia Ave., Front 
Royal, VA 22630, did unlaw-
fully  and feloniously, know-
ingly and intentionally possess 
a controlled substance, to-wit: 
Cocaine listed in Schedule II of 
the Drug Control Act.

Amber Dawn Smith
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about May 22, 2022, 
in the County of Warren, Am-
ber Dawn Smith, 37, of the 200 
block of Virginia Ave., Front 
Royal, VA 22630, did unlaw-
fully  and feloniously, know-
ingly and intentionally possess 
a controlled substance, to-wit: 
Cocaine listed in Schedule II of 
the Drug Control Act.

Kelsi Dacota Turner
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about February 10, 
2022, in the County of War-
ren, Kelsi Dacota Turner, 20, of 
the 300 block of N. Warbel St., 
Frederick, MD 21701, did  un-
lawfully and feloniously, know-
ingly and intentionally possess 
a controlled substance, to-
wit: Cocaine listed in Schedule 
Il of the Drug Control Act.

Humberto Vazquez
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about October 11, 
2022, in the County of Warren, 
Humberto Vazquez, 38, of the 
400 block of Short St., Front 
Royal, VA 22630, did unlawful-

ly and feloniously break and en-
ter, in the nighttime, the dwell-
ing of Jessica Rodriguez with 
the intent  to commit a felony 
or larceny therein.

Timber Wayne Veverka
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about August 12, 
2022, in the County of Warren, 
Timber Wayne Veverka, 30, of 
the 6600 block of Winchester 
Rd., Front Royal, VA 22630, 
did  unlawfully and feloniously 
commit an assault or an assault 
and battery against Deputy 
Samuel B.  Tarbert, knowing 
or having reason to know that 
such person was a law enforce-

ment offi  cer.

Shante Monique Waters
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about May 26, 2022, 
in the County of Warren, Shan-
te Monique Waters, 25, of the 
400 block of E. Criser Rd., Front 
Royal, VA 22630, did unlawful-
ly and feloniously while having 
been the driver of a vehicle in-
volved in an accident in which 
a person  was injured failed to 
immediately stop as close to 
the scene of the accident as 
possible without  obstructing 
traffi  c and fail to report the ac-
cused’s name, address, driver’s 
license number, and  vehicle 

registration number forth-
with to the State Police or lo-
cal law-enforcement agency, to 
the  person struck and injured 
or to the driver or some other 
occupant of the vehicle collided 
with or to the custodian of the 
other damaged property.

A Grand Jury Indictment is 
only a charge and not evidence 
of guilt. Th e defendants are 
entitled to a fair trial with the 
burden on the government to 
prove guilt beyond a reasonable 
doubt.

– news@warrencountyreport.com

BUILDING, REMODELING 
& HANDYMAN SERVICEBS

Replacement Windows • Siding Decks 
& Porches • Roof Repair Additions 

Finished Basements • Fine Carpentry • Ceramic 
Tile Interior & Exterior Painting • Floor Covering 

 Tree & Yard Work • Power Washing

Call Buck
(540) 551-2673

STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE 
ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS 
ROOF STYLES

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles 
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an 
architectural roo� ng system by Erie Metal Roofs 
can enhance the beauty of your home while 
protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

Made in 
the USA

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertise-
ment placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and 
conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires 
March 31, 2023. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by 
telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates 
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a 
DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on 
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 3.31.23

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-877-462-9017

INDICTMENTS, from 15
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 Friday, February 10, 2023: 
Mostly sunny, with a high near 56. 
Northwest wind 9 to 11 mph.
 Friday Night: Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 33. Northwest 
wind 9 to 13 mph.
 Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 47. Northwest wind 6 to 
11 mph, with gusts as high as 18 
mph.
 Saturday Night: A slight chance 
of snow after 1am. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 32. Chance of 
precipitation is 20%.

 Sunday: A chance of rain and 
snow before 1pm, then rain likely. 
Cloudy, with a high near 42. Chance 
of precipitation is 60%.
 Sunday Night: A chance of rain. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
32. Chance of precipitation is 50%.
 Monday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 56.
 Monday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 33.
 Valentine’s Day: Sunny, with a 
high near 57.
 Tuesday Night: Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 40.
 Wednesday: Partly sunny, with a 
high near 65.
 Wednesday Night: Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 45.
 Thursday: A chance of rain. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 65.

ENGLE’S ANGLE:
“A Super Tale Teeming with 

Teams”

by Kevin S. Engle

 This is a tale of two brothers.  Erik 
the Viking and Luke the Cowboy.
 And their baby sister Rebecca.
 Erik was called the Commander 

of the Seas.  He did what Vikings 
do.  He was a raider and pillager of 
other lands.  To his countrymen, he 
was a patriot.  To those who fought 
against him, he was no saint.  He 
even had falcons and ravens as pets.
 Luke followed a different path.  
He heard about the California Gold 
Rush and joined the other 49ers 
in hopes of striking it rich.  When 
he found no gold, he moved to the 
American southwest and became a 
true Texan.  He rode broncos while 
his wife and children had colts.  On 
his ranch, he drove around in a 
Dodge Ram truck.  He thought of 
himself as the Titan of Texas.
 Rebecca was a lover of all living 
creatures.  As a child, she nursed 
baby cardinals and injured eagles 
back to health.  She later opened 
an animal sanctuary, caring for its 
many inhabitants.  Black bears, Af-
rican lions and Bengal cats.  Some 
said she could even communicate 
with the elusive jaguars and pan-
thers.
 One day, their father, a well-
respected village chief and giant 
of a man, called them home.  Erik 
stuffed his pockets with coins and 
bills from his looting before setting 
out, sailing the dolphin-infested 
seas and battling a few bucca-
neers along the way.  Luke flew on 
brown UPS jets to get there.  And 
Rebecca rode on seahawk wings to 
join them.  She even brought a bag 
of battery chargers for Erik and his 
fellow Vikings so they could shave 
their long beards while at sea.  For 

Luke, she gave him floor liners from 
WeatherTech to keep his truck nice 
and clean.
 They sat around dad’s new 55” 
big screen TV from Best Buy and 
watched the game.  Steel(er) work-
ers from Pittsburgh and meat pack-
ers from Green Bay squared off.  It 
was super.  Bowls of chili and mugs 
of Bud Light ale were had by all 
except Erik.  He drank Diet Coke.  
They snacked on Pizza Hut pizza, 
ate Doritos and dipped them in 
guacamole made from Mexican 
avocados. 
 “My tummy hurts,” Erik said.  “I 
ate too much.”
 And then he did his own halftime 
show as he broke out into song.  
“I’ve got nausea, heartburn, indiges-
tion, upset stomach and”.
 “Don’t say that word,” their moth-
er scolded him.  “We’re eating.”
 “You’re such a baby,” Rebecca 
teased.  “You’re supposed to be a big 
tough guy.”
 “Don’t make fun of your brother,” 
dad told her.  “You know he has a 
sensitive stomach.  This should help 
son,” he said as he handed him a 
bottle of Pepto Bismol®.
 “Thanks Dad,” Erik replied before 
taking a mighty swig.
 They all enjoyed their time to-
gether and decided to do it every 
year.  The next morning, Ma (kissed 
them on the check before sending 
them back to their) homes.
 And this ends my super(?) tale.

See BRIEFS, 18

*Special price is for fi rst lawn application only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new 
residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability 
of services may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in conjunction with any 
other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. 
†Purchase of annual lawn plan required for Healthy Lawn Analysis, which is performed at the 
fi rst visit. America’s #1 lawn care company based on U.S. market share of professional lawn care 
companies. 2021 MMR Brand Health Tracker. ◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. 
BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2022 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In 
Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

Call for your FREE, no-obligation quote today!

1-888-901-2555

Let the experts at TruGreen® provide a tailored plan 
that can help your lawn look its very best year-round.

50%
OFF*

Save now with

Your First Application

Caring for next 
spring’s perfect lawn 

starts now.
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 Thankfully.
 I hope your Super Sunday is filled 
with good times, good eats and 
good commercials.

 The author likes NFL pizza.  No 
Feta or Limburger.

– kevinengle456@comcast.net
 The Best of Engle’s Angle is avail-
able online or pick up a signed copy 
at a local bookstore. 

Ask Stewart

Dear Stewart:

 Are all the trees on my property 
good ones to keep?

– Annalise

 You would think that every tree in 

your yard would be beneficial, but 
that is not the case.   Take the Tree 
of Heaven as an example. Though 
its name makes it sound divine, the 
invasive tree of heaven is no angel. 
The tree of heaven (Ailanthus al-
tissima) is a rapidly growing decid-
uous tree native to China that has 
become a widespread invasive spe-
cies across North America. Known 
by several names including stinking 
sumac, Chinese sumac, varnish tree 
and stink tree, the plant releases a 
strong, offensive smell, particularly 
from its flowers.
 The tree of heaven was brought 
from China to the United States 
in the late 1700s as a horticultural 
specimen and shade tree. Its ease 
of establishment, rapid growth 
and absence of insect or disease 
problems made it popular when 
planning urban landscaping. These 
same traits have led it to spread ag-
gressively throughout the United 
States, crowding out native plants 
wherever it establishes itself.
 The tree of heaven is a problem 
because it reproduces very quickly 
and aggressively inhibits (and can 
even kill) native plants near it. This 
invasive plant produces an overly 
abundant amount of seeds, crowds 

out native species with its dense 
thickets and secretes a chemical 
into the soil that is toxic to sur-
rounding plants.
 The plant has also helped advance 
the spread of the spotted lanternfly, 
an invasive insect also originally 
from China.  These insects seek out 
the tree of heaven as a place to lay 
their eggs. The spotted lanternfly, 
currently spreading into Virginia, 
feeds on and damages many species 
of native and fruit-bearing trees.
 The most effective way to con-
trol tree of heaven is to pull seed-
lings by hand before the taproot 
develops. If the plant has matured, 
cutting alone will only cause the 
plant to grow new shoots and an 
herbicide must be used. It’s impor-
tant to correctly identify the tree 
of heaven since it looks similar to 
some native species. Several native 
trees and shrubs also have pinnately 
compound leaves (arranged in pairs 
across the plant’s stem) such as su-
mac, ash and black walnut. It can 
be distinguished from these native 
species by its fuzzy, reddish-brown 
twigs and clusters of light green 
seed pods.
 Your Pal in the Trees,

– Stewart

 The Front Royal/Warren County 
Tree Steward program began in 
1997 with volunteers dedicated to 
improving the health of trees by pro-
viding educational programs, tree 
planting and care demonstrations, 
and tree maintenance throughout 
the community. The group now con-
sists of over 30 active members with 
several interns working toward be-
coming certified tree stewards from 
our annual “All About Trees Class”. 
Each month Stewart will answer a 
question from our readers. Please 
forward it to “Stewart” in care of: 

frwctreestewards@comcast.net 
and we may publish it in a future is-
sue. Please visit our website at:

www.treesfrontroyal.org

Corrections

 Corrections from the Belle Grove 
Quilt project article by Ashley 
Miller in the January 27 issue of the 
Warren/Frederick County Report 
are:
 The quilt is called the Quilt Hon-
oring the People Enslaved at Belle 

Grove.
 The definition of Stitch-In-Public 
Day from the EGA website is “EGA 
celebrates needle arts with a Stitch-
In-Public Day in February each 
year.”
 Official name of the local chap-
ter of the Embroiderers’ Guild of 
America is The Winchester Chap-
ter of the Embroiderers’ Guild of 
America.
 Information about individuals 
enslaved at Belle Grove was not 
added to the stitching kits.
 Find information on the Belle 
Grove Quilt project on Facebook 
at https://www.facebook.com/Win-
chesterEGA.
 Irina Galounina’s position title at 
the Winchester Chapter of the EGA 

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. Plus 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-636-7566

The bathroom of your dreams 
for as little as $149/month! 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality 
materials & professional in-
stallation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Limited 
Time Offer - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation now 
and SAVE 15%! Call Today! 
1-866-491-9867
 
DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real den-
tal insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844-852-6401

www.dental50plus.com/14 
#6258
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Call now! 
1-844-852-6401
Dental50Plus.com/14

Product not available in all states. Contact us to see the coverage and offer available in your state. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation including costs and limitations. This specific offer is not available in CO. Call 1-800-969-
4781 or respond for a similar offer. In WV: To find a provider in the network visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/
dental/find-dentist. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E); Insurance Policy P150; Rider Kinds B438/B439. In CA, CO, ID, KY, ME, MD, MA, 
MI, MO, NV, NJ, NC, ND, VA: Includes Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Certificate C254/B465 (PA: C254PA); 
Insurance Policy P154/B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).

It doesn’t matter what dentist you see, we 
can help pay the bill. Get dental insurance 
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

6323

Get your FREE 
Information Kit

DENTAL Insurance

Mowing and 
Landscaping

Great Rates   •   Quality Service

Serving the Shenandoah Valley 
& Outlying Areas for over 15 years

Conway Lawn Care, LLC

540-975-2313

2023 -- The perfect time to get your cat and dog 
spayed and neutered! Spay Today is our area’s non-
profit, reduced-priced spay and neuter program. 
(Office: Charles Town, WV) CHOOSE from MANY 
vets over a WIDE area! At the time of surgery, initial 
shots and tests can be obtained at lower rates.
Contact Spay Today: 
www.spay-today.org 
or call 304-728-8330
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is Community Outreach Chair.

Spring Mulch Sale

 Front Royal Boy Scout Troop 829 

Mulch Sale is Saturday, March 25, 
2023. 3 cubic foot bag of premium 
shredded hardwood mulch is $4.50 
per bag picked up or $5 per bag 
delivered. Pre-orders are strongly 
encouraged to ensure availability 
and desired quantities but are not 
required. Delivery is within Front 
Royal town limits with purchase of 
15 or more bags. Contact to discuss 
delivery options. Pickup is at Front 
Royal Volunteer Fire & Rescue, 221 

N Commerce Ave. Front Royal be-
tween 8am and 1pm. email troop-
829mulchsales@gmail.com or call 
540-692-9110

Executive Director Christa Shiffl ett 
provides instructions for an activity 

during her presentation at the CADCA 
National Leadership Forum held in 

National Harbor, MD.

Warren Coalition executive 
director presents at national 

leadership forum

 Warren Coalition Executive Di-

rector Christa Shiffl  ett presented 
at the CADCA (Community Anti-
Drug Coalitions of America) Na-
tional Leadership Forum on Febru-
ary 1, 2023.
 Shiffl  ett’s session was entitled 
“Growing Grassroots Resilience,” 
and was one of 160 sessions off ered 
over the three-day conference held 
at the Gaylord National Hotel and 
Convention Center in National 
Harbor, Maryland. Th e conference 
was CADCA’s largest ever, wel-
coming 4,000 people. Th ough held 
during Capitol Hill Day when many 
attendees leave the conference to 
meet with their government rep-
resentatives, Shiffl  ett’s talk drew in 
between 70 and 80 people.
 During her presentation, Shiffl  ett 
shared the premise behind the “We 
See You, Warren County” campaign 
and detailed the program itself. She 
also shared stories of how it has 

impacted the Warren County com-
munity. After the session conclud-
ed, she and her staff  spent nearly 
a half-hour fi elding questions and 
comments from others interested 
in implementing similar programs 
in their communities. One man 
thanked the Coalition staff  for the 
talk and called it “the highlight of 
my week.”
 Most drug use can be attributed 
to Adverse Childhood Experiences 
(ACEs), and the key to overcoming 
ACES is resilience. People are not 
born resilient, but they can develop 
it and teach it.  We See You, Warren 
County is a grassroots campaign 
focused on building community 
resilience. At the most basic level, 
it is about greeting others to create 
a sense of connection, belonging, 
and safety in the community. Busi-
nesses, organizations, and individu-

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Functions
 5. Records electric currents associated 
with contractions of the heart
 8. Trigonometric function (abbr.)
11. Secret political clique
13. Type of gibbon
14. Nocturnal S. American rodent
15. Famed American playwright
16. Mesopotamian goddess
17. Abba __, Israeli politician
18. Long ridge of gravel and sediment
20. A place to stay
21. Actor Idris
22. One who behaves in a rebellious way
25. A way to measure movement
30. Distinguish oneself
31. Type of drug (abbr.)
32. Basketball great Baylor
33. Masses of salivary matter
38. Calls balls and strikes
41. Plant that grows along the ground
43. A recreational activity in the air
45. Consumes too much
47. Island nation
49. Pistol
50. Mixtures of soul and calypso
55. Ancient Greek City
56. Similar
57. Roughly trimmed tree trunk used in a 
Scottish game
59. Semitic fertility god
60. Born  of
61. Frogs, toads, tree toads
62. School in the northeast (abbr.)
63. Soviet Socialist Republic
64. “__ the Man” Musical, baseball player

CLUES DOWN
1. Fiddler crabs
2. Discount
3. Partner to “fl ows”
4. Ethnic group of Laos
5. Beloved “Seinfeld” character
6 .Book of tickets
7. The last name of “Hermione”
8. Type of TV package
9. Helps to heal a cut
10. Town in Galilee
12. Actor Horsley
14. “Hocus Pocus 2” actor Ed
19. Bird-loving group (abbr.)
23. They respond when someone is sick
24. Emerged
25. Midway between south and southeast
26. Monetary unit of Afghanistan
27. Unit of work or energy
28. Indicates near
29. Famed river
34. For each
35. News organization
36. CNN’s founder
37. They __
39. Areas off to the side
40. Satisfi es
41. A spare bed
42. Legendary singer Diana
44. Frothy mass of bubbles
45. A kind of sorcery
46. River in South Africa
47. Philippine Island
48. County in China
51. S. American plant
52. Beverage containers
53. Edge
54. Protein-rich liquids
58. Moved quickly on foot

– https://wfcreport.com
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als sign up for We See You, Warren 
County to demonstrate their com-
mitment to greet others and foster 
this sense of belonging and connec-
tion. Th ere is no cost for the pro-
gram. Business and organizations 
who join receive recognition on 
the Warren Coalition social media 
pages and the We See You, War-
ren County website, and receive 
other benefi ts. Individuals receive 
a shout-out on WZRV. All part-
ners receive a We See You, War-
ren County window cling. Monthly 
themes provide inspiration and 
challenges to live out. Contests 
and events help create connections 
and educate the community about 
building resilience.
 Th e program currently has more 
than 200 partners and over 1,000 
people signed up on the Facebook 
group. To learn more about the We 
See You, Warren County campaign, 
visit weseeyou.warrencoalition.
org, or watch the Royal Examiner’s 
Town Talk with Christa Shiffl  ett.
 About Warren Coalition: War-
ren Coalition is a nonprofi t agency 
established in 1994 to help fi ll the 
gaps in health care and substance 
misuse awareness to the commu-
nity. Th e Coalition began under the 
guidance of Warren Memorial Hos-
pital as an outreach project, but it 
has since grown and was incorpo-
rated in 2001.  Th e offi  ce is current-
ly located in the Warren County 
Community Center.  Th eir mission 

is to make Warren County a safe, 
healthy, and drug-free community 
through many programs and in col-
laboration with 15+ member agen-
cies.

Black History Month Events

 Th e Josephine School Commu-
nity Museum will host the 17th 
Annual Black History Helen O. 
Carr Dramatic Reading Contest, 
called A Celebration of Black His-
tory Month, to be held on Saturday, 
February 18, at 1:30 p.m. at the mu-
seum, with an inclement weather 
date on February 25. Students in 
the second, third, fourth and fi fth 
grades are eligible to participate. 
“Th is is a chance for folks to come 
experience the oral interpretation 
of stories, poems, folktales, or es-
says written by or about African 
Americans,” they say. For informa-
tion, visit https://www.jschoolmu-
seum.org.
 Middletown’s First Black His-

tory Celebration will be held at 
St. Th omas Chapel at 7854 Church 
Street in Middletown on February 
25 from 4-7 p.m. with speakers, ex-
hibits, a Praise Team and more.

All lanes on Route 522 to reopen 
after rockslide repairs are 

complete

 Th e Virginia Department of 
Transportation will perform a se-

quenced reopening of lanes on 
Route 522 (North Frederick Pike) 
in the vicinity of a rockslide that 
occurred in Frederick County on 
January 13, 2023.
 On January 13, VDOT immedi-
ately closed the Route 522 north-
bound lanes west of Winchester 
from Route 608 (Hunting Ridge 
Road) to Route 684 (Gainesboro 
Road). A detour on the southbound 
lanes accommodated all north-
bound and southbound traffi  c. 
Route 522 had a single southbound 
lane and a single northbound lane 
in this area.  On January 24 all 
Route 522 lanes were closed for 
several hours out of caution due ob-
served slide activity. VDOT offi  cials 
were able to examine the site and 
determine the slide was stabilized 
enough to reopen the southbound 
lanes. 

 Work to stabilize the slide area 
was completed on February 8. 
VDOT contracted with General 
Excavation Inc. (GEI) of Warren-
ton, Virginia to perform the slope 
repairs.
 VDOT crews have temporar-
ily placed hay bales, which will be 
eventually replaced with fencing, 
along the northbound lane ditch 
line. Th e hay bales will provide a 
barrier between any small falling 
debris and passing traffi  c.
 Traffi  c will be restored to all 
Route 522 lanes using a sequenced 
plan.
 On Friday, February 10 at 6 a.m. 
all northbound lanes will reopen. 
Th e southbound lanes will have sin-
gle lane traffi  c in the right lane only. 
 Between 6 a.m. and noon signs 
and traffi  c cones will be removed 
from the southbound lanes. Mo-
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BOGO 40% OFF
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Custom Glide-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry. 

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 
(540) 660-3497

*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Glide-Out Shelves. EXP 4/30/23. Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

50% OFF
INSTALL!
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torists are requested to stay in the 
right southbound lane, even after 
the cones are removed from the 
roadway.
 At noon on February 10 single 
lane traffic on the southbound lanes 
will end. All southbound traffic will 
proceed behind a slow-roll work 
zone assisted by the Virginia State 
Police. During the slow roll, crews 
will sweep up accumulated debris 
away from the left lane and roadway 
center. This operation is expected 
to take about an hour. Southbound 
traffic will travel behind the slow-
role operations during this work. 
Motorists should expect some de-

lays.
 All Route 522 lanes will be open 
to normal operations once the 
sweeping work is complete.
 Slope stabilization will be en-
hanced when seed is applied and 
a vegetative base develops in the 
coming weeks.

Deputies rescue suspected 
impaired driver from pond after 

crash

    At approximately 11am today, 
the Frederick County Emergency 
Communications Center received 
a 9-1-1 call stating that a SUV had 
driven off the roadway and into a 

pond in the area of Papermill Rd. 
and Harrsion Ln. The caller stated 
the driver was still in the vehicle 
and was not moving.
 Deputies arriving first on the 
scene observed the vehicle, par-
tially submerged in the water up to 
it’s hood, and could see the driver 
slumped over the wheel. Deputy 
Jason Hawse and Deputy Nick 
Dempsey removed their outer vests 
and gun belts and entered the frigid 
water to assist the unconscious sub-
ject. With outside temps of 27 de-
grees, and windchill making it feel 
more like 13 degrees, Hawse and 
Dempsey worked quickly, in the 
chest-high water, breaking the win-
dows on the vehicle and pulling the 
subject out. Once getting the male 
driver to land, one dose of Narcan 
was administered and the subject 

regained consciousness a few mo-
ments later. The driver, identified 
as Michael Surgent of Mechanics-
ville, Va. was immediately attended 
to by deputies awaiting EMTs to 
medically evaluate him for expo-
sure. Based on witness statements, 
and evidence recovered later from 
the vehicle, it is believed that Sur-
gent was “huffing” chemicals from 
aerosol cans resulting in his losing 
consciousness, and proper control 
of his vehicle. Surgent was taken 
to Winchester Medical Center and 
held for further medical evalua-
tions. He has been charged with 
huffing chemicals, reckless driving 
and driving under the influence. 
All deputies were checked on scene 
and cleared for duty, once out of 
their wet uniforms and warmed 
back up. Sheriff Lenny Millholland 

is both pleased with, and proud of, 
the swift and selfless actions taken 
by his personnel, saying “This could 
have been much worse and we are 
thankful that no one was seriously 
injured in this incident”.

Rubbermaid sale Feb. 25

 The United Way Rubbermaid 
Product Sale is scheduled for Sat-
urday, February 25th from 9am-12 
noon. The sale will be held at Belk at 
Apple Blossom Mall in Winchester! 
The sale benefits The Laurel Center! 

Limited dates remain. Book your event now: dan@route11dj.com

Upcoming events with Dan McDermott
Fri. Feb. 17 (6-10pm)

Karaoke at Shenandoah Valley Axe Throwing Co.
OPEN TO PUBLIC: 20 South St. Front Royal, Va.

Sat. Feb. 18 (6-10pm)
Private Event in Edinburg, Va.

Tues. Feb. 28 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

Tues. Mar. 14 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

Tues. Mar. 28 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

*Private clubs open to members and properly invited guests

route11dj.com

 Hot chocolate does a fine job of warm-
ing people up on cold winter days. This 
rich and creamy beverage is enjoyed many 
ways, with some people floating miniature 
marshmallows on top or adding a touch of 
liqueur for an adult treat. Of course, hot 
chocolate is equally delicious topped with 
whipped cream and a dusting of cinna-
mon.
 What if you could replicate the taste of 
hot chocolate in a cookie? That’s just what 
happens with this recipe for “Hot Choco-
late Cookies” courtesy of creator Rachel 
Perry and American Lifestyle magazine. 
Enjoy them on their own, or paired with a 
mug of hot cocoa. 

Hot Chocolate Cookies
Makes 24

1⁄2 cup butter
1 12-ounce bag semisweet chocolate 
 chips
11⁄4 cup light brown sugar
3 large eggs
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1⁄4 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
11⁄2 cups all-purpose flour
11⁄2 teaspoons baking powder
1⁄4 teaspoon salt
8 ounces semisweet baking chocolate, 
 cut into 1-inch pieces
12 large marshmallows, sliced in half

 1. Place the butter and chocolate chips in 
a microwave-safe bowl, and heat on high 
for 1 minute. Stir, and then heat for 30 sec-
onds; repeat until chocolate is melted.
 2. Beat the brown sugar, eggs, and vanilla 
extract together on medium speed, and 
then blend in the chocolate mixture.
 3. Add the cocoa powder, flour, baking 
powder, and salt, and mix on low until 
combined. Cover bowl with plastic wrap, 
and refrigerate for 2 hours.
 4. Preheat oven to 325 F. Line two cookie 
sheets with parchment paper. Scoop 12 
tablespoons of dough onto each cookie 
sheet.
 5. Bake for 12 minutes, remove from 
oven, and top each cookie with 1 piece 
of chocolate and 1 piece of marshmallow. 
Bake for another 4 minutes, and let cool 
for 5 minutes before placing on wire racks 
to cool completely.

– wfcreport.com

Rich hot chocolate in cookie form
See BRIEFS, 22

New
Beginnings
Community
Greetings

“Introducing Your Business to 
New Homeowners in our Community”

P.O. Box 1025 • Front Royal VA  22630

540-635-8660
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SATURDAY, February 25TH, 2023 
AT 9AM – 12 PM – HELD AT THE 
BELK PARKING LOT AT APPLE 
BLOSSOM MALL. Belk – Apple 
Blossom Mall - 1850 Apple Blos-
som Dr. Winchester, VA 22601. Th e 
sale is made possible by a special 
partnership between United Way 
NSV, Rubbermaid Commercial 
Products and Th e Salvation Army. 
Product sales help the United Way 
and its partner agencies generate 
addition funds to meet local needs. 
Th e products available are returned 
goods, discontinued products and 
slightly damaged items.

Virginia elk hunt lottery applica-
tions open until March 30  

 Th e Virginia Department of 
Wildlife Resources (DWR) is 
again off ering a chance to hunt 
bull elk in the Elk Management 
Zone (Buchanan, Dickenson, and 

Wise counties) of Virginia for the 
upcoming hunting season. October 
2022 marked the inaugural elk hunt 
with all six hunters successfully 
harvesting bulls. Th e largest was 
an 8x9, weighing 852lbs live weight 
and scoring Boone & Crockett Club 
non-typical 413 & 7/8 inches net 
and 433 & 5/8 inches gross.    
 “It was so rewarding to see all the 
work and eff ort that DWR, RMEF, 
and the Southwest Sportsmen 
(SWVA), along with many 
volunteers, had put in over the last 
ten years to make sure Virginia’s 
fi rst elk hunt was a success,” said 
Leon Boyd, President of the SWVA 
and DWR Board Member “I had the 
honor to meet and visit with all the 
lottery winners and their families—
to be able to sit by the campfi re and 
share their love of wildlife and the 
outdoors as much as I do never 
gets old. I was also able to visit 
with hunters who were on their 
fi rst big game hunt. Th e quality 
of elk in Virginia is amazing and I 
look forward to many successful 
elk seasons in the future. After the 
elk hunt ended in October, I found 

myself getting even more excited 
about the 2023 lottery and knowing 
we will have another excited group 
of hunters experiencing what 
it’s like to harvest an elk in the 
Commonwealth. Th is group, along 
with DWR, partners and myself, 
will make memories for a lifetime.”  
 Th e hunt for the 2023–2024 
season will be held Saturday, 
October 14, 2023 – Friday, October 
20, 2023. Th ere are fi ve (5) antlered 
elk licenses available for this year’s 
hunt via lottery. Th e application 
period for the elk lottery will open 
February 1, 2023, and close March 
30, 2023. Applications for a special 
elk hunting license can be obtained 
online, under elk hunting, or by 
calling the Department of Wildlife 
Resources at 1-866-721-6911 for 
assistance in applying via phone.   
 Applications require a non-
refundable fee of $15 for Virginia 
residents and $20 for out-of-

state residents. Winners of the 
elk hunting application will then 
need to purchase a special elk 
hunting license for $40 for in-
state residents, and $400 for out-
of-state residents. Th e special elk 
hunting license is not transferrable 
to another individual. Winners of 
the randomized computer drawing 
will be notifi ed by May 30. You 
can also check the status of your 
application by visiting your DWR 
GoOutdoorsVA account.   
 DWR plans to award a 
sixth antlered elk license to a 
conservation organization through 
the Elk Conservation License 
Program; that organization would 
then be required to conduct a raffl  e 
for the license. Details on this year’s 
winning organization and raffl  e will 
not be available until spring 2023.    
 For more information, please 
visit: dwr.virginia.gov/wildlife/elk/
hunting/elk-lottery/

Warren/Frederick County Business Directory
Advertising

Alison Duvall ..........................540-551-2072

Attorneys
Douglas Harold ..................... 540-869-0040
Georgia Rossiter .................... 540-535-2001

Auto Dealers & Service
Malloy Toyota .........................540-678-1791
Matthews Auto Center .............540-636-7567
Marlow Motors ......................540-635-4158
Bill Long’s Auto Care Clinic ...... 540-635-2455
Kibler’s Auto Care Clinic ...........540-459-5755

Banks
City National Bank ................BankAtCity.com

Cabin Rental
Hot Tub Heaven ......................540-636-1694

Carpet/Floor Care
Complete Carpet Care .............540-636-8718

Computer Sales & Service
Royal Oak Computers ............. 540-635-7064

Driving Instruction
Aadvanced Driving Instruction .. 540-635-9015

Eckankar
Virginia Satsang Society ............ eckankar.org

Electricity Service Providers
Rappahannock Electric Coop .... 800-552-3904

Farmer’s Markets
Woodbine Farm Market ............540-465-2729

Flowers
Donahoe’s Whimsical Flowers ...540-635-2815

Gifts & Collectibles
Mountain Mystic .....................540-635-6318
On Second Thought ................ 540-465-2655
Dusty’s Country Store ............. 540-522-5083

Golf Courses
Shenandoah Valley Golf Club .... 540-636-4653

Handyman Services
BS Build/Remodel/Handyman ....540-551-2673

Hardware Stores
Ramsey True Value Front Royal ..540-635-2547
Ramsey True Value Berryville ... 540-955-1900

Heating & Air Conditioning
AireServ ................................ 540-551-8312
Dave’s Diversifi ed Services ...... 540-636-3396

Home Remodeling, Repair, Electrical
Christo�  Construction ...............703-895-7711

Hospitals
Warren Memorial Hospital .......540-636-0300
Winchester Medical Center ......540-536-8000

Internet Access & Cloud Services
Sonus Technologies .................540-364-6910
JF Cabling Services .................703-622-0814

Junk Yards
Hillbilly’s Bentonville Junkyard ..540-636-2671

Karaoke
Route 11 DJ............................route11dj.com

Lawn Care & Landscaping
A1A Lawncare Services ............ 540-636-9002
Pacifi c Landscaping ................ 540-313-2721
Conway Lawn Care .................540-975-2313

Mobile Phones
Cricket Wireless .. 540-551-8173/540-773-8715

Museums
Belle Grove Plantation ............ 540-869-2028
Cedar Creek Battlefi eld ........... 540-869-2064

Pets
Shear Elegance ..................... 540-622-8085
Spicewood Flats .................... 540-635-8979

Real Estate Agents & Brokers
Beth Waller ........................... 540-671-6145
Melanie Hamel .......................540-671-3369
Tana Ho� man ........................ 540-671-1994
Ken Thurman ......................... 540-749-2613
Martha Buracker .................... 540-671-6349
Sandra Strickler .....................540-671-0020
Crystal Elliott .........................540-671-5850
Kathy McLendon .................... 540-622-7698
Rocco Christo�  ........................703-895-7711
Team Daniels ........................ 540-683-7550
Nadeem Helfer ....................... 540-379-3164

Roofers
Hamrick’s ............................ 540-631-0666

Senior Living
Hidden Springs Senior Living .... 540-636-2008

Tanning Salons
Beach Bum Front Royal ........... 540-635-6466
Beach Bum Winchester ........... 540-545-8895

Tires
Tony’s Tires ...........................540-551-0922

Tobacco
S&S Tobacco ......................... 540-622-6845

List Your Business Here
Alison Duvall ..........................540-551-2072

Advertise Your Business Here
Call or Text Alison Duvall:

540-551-2072

Warren/Frederick County Report Alison Duvall
Sales Manager

P.O. Box 500P.O. Box 500
Front Royal, VA  22630Front Royal, VA  22630

Call/Text: 540-551-2072Call/Text: 540-551-2072
alisond@warrencountyreport.comalisond@warrencountyreport.com

KARAOKE

• Fully Licensed
• Top Quality Sound
• Restaurants/Parties
• 20 Years Experience
• dan@route11dj.com

Neko’s ad sponsored by:

540-636-1634
216 E. Main Street Front Royal

www.mainstreet-travel.com

Travelon 
Products:

Accessories 
FID Enhanced 

Handbags, Wallets, 
Cross Body Bags
USB Adapters for 

Overseas
Luggage Scales 
and much more!

Tana Hoffman
Realtor, SFR, CMRS, CRS
Licensed in Virginia

540-671-1994
111 East King St. • Strasburg, VA 22657

www.sagerrealestate.com

Elsa’s ad sponsored by:

Noah’s ad sponsored by:

Weichert Realtors
824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

Kathy McLendon
Call or Text:

540-622-7698
  kathymclendon2016@gmail.com

Introducing Neko!
- No, he isn’t new- 
but you must have 
missed him before. 
That’s the only ex-
planation I can think 
of for why he hasn’t 
been adopted yet! 
This handsome very 
good boy is about 
2-3 years old and he 
LOVES people! He is 

so special and funny, we’re just obsessed!

Doobie - 2-yr-old 
Shepherd-X who’s 
strong, active, goofy 
and playful!!  He is 
looking for a family 
with no other pets or 
young children at this 
time. He has done 
well with teens in 
previous homes. His 

adoption includes free training sessions with Rid-
geside K9, LLC who are very familiar with Doobie 
and who we trust will help set Doobie and his new 
family up for a successful future together!

With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. 
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!

Humane Society of Warren CountyHumane Society of Warren County
1245 Progress Dr, Front Royal, VA 22630  •  (540) 635-4734

Doobie’s ad sponsored by:

Bentonville, VA • 636-2671
hillbillysjunkyard.com

Hillbilly’s Junkyard
Hillbilly has what you NEED!
4381 Stonewall Jackson Hwy

Elsa is an in-
credibly sweet 
1 yr old pitty 
looking for her 
furever family. 
She is looking 
to be the only 
pet and would 
do best in a 
home with ex-
perienced dog 
owners. She is 
very affection-

ate, silly and playful.

Noah - You guys like 
meatheads? This 
one is particularly 
meaty! Noah is a 
big handsome love 
bug and ready for 
his next chapter. Ap-
prox. 2-yrs-old, loves 
making new human 
friends and hogging 
the couch. He can be 

protective so let us guide you into a safe and suc-
cessful adoption!

BRIEFS, from 21
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Noah Thompson

Noah Thompson & HunterGirl 
to co-headline the Malloy Toyota 
Country Music Party, presented 
by Q102 and participate in the 

GloFiber Grand Feature Parade

 The Shenandoah Apple Blossom 
Festival® is excited to announce that 
2022 American Idol winner, Noah 
Thompson, and 2022 American 
Idol runner-up, HunterGirl, will co-
headline the Malloy Toyota Coun-
try Music Party, presented by Q102 
with Special Guest Ronne Wolford 
& 50 West on Saturday evening, 
May 6, 2023 at the James R. Wilkins, 
Jr. Athletics & Events Center on the 
campus of Shenandoah University.  
Doors open at 7:00 pm, show starts 
at 8:00 pm.  Artists will ride through 
the GloFiber Grand Feature Parade 
on Saturday afternoon, May 6, start-
ing at 1:30 pm.  

 Over the years, the Shenandoah 
Apple Blossom Festival’s Country 
Music Party has welcomed many 
notable artists as they launched 
their careers in the country mu-
sic industry.  2023 is no different.  
Noah Thompson and HunterGirl 
won over hearts and wowed viewers 
in 2022 as they competed on Season 
20 of American Idol, and we look 
forward to both bringing their high-
energy to the Country Music Party 
stage!
 Tickets go on sale for the Malloy 
Toyota Country Music Party, pre-
sented by Q102 at 12:00 Noon to-
day.  General admission tickets are 
$35.00.  VIP tickets are $50.00 and 
include premium parking, special 
VIP entrance, exclusive VIP bar and 
Apple Blossom swag.  Tickets are 
available at www.thebloom.com

Shenandoah National Park 
extends Old Rag pilot program 

for 2023

 Shenandoah National Park will 
reinstate its Old Rag pilot program 
March 1, 2023. Shenandoah began 
the program last year to test a tick-

eting system intended to address 
crowding and congestion. The goals 
are to improve the visitor experi-
ence and safety, as well as to pro-
tect fragile natural resources at Old 
Rag. The proposal included a public 
comment period prior to the pilot 
which ran from March 1, 2022 to 
November 30, 2022.  
 During the pilot, hikers who used 
trails in the Old Rag area (Saddle, 
Ridge, and Ridge Access) were re-
quired to purchase day-use tick-
ets which were capped at 800 per 
day. Park staff collected data to be 
used to determine if the system 
was contributing toward reliev-
ing congestion. The park planned 
to share the data and evaluate the 
pilot in early January. However, 
two winter storms in December 
caused widespread damage, closing 
Skyline Drive. “Reopening Skyline 
Drive was our top priority in Janu-
ary, which did not allow us the time 
needed for evaluating the pilot pro-
gram” explained Superintendent 
Pat Kenney. “We have decided to 
reinstate the pilot for 2023 to gather 
more information and to be able to 
devote time for careful consider-
ation of a longer-term solution to 
address our concerns at Old Rag.” 
Within the next few months park 
staff will share the data and provide 
an opportunity for additional public 
input.  
 The pilot program will resume 
March 1, 2023. A total of 800 tickets 
will be available for each day from 
March 1 to November 30; 400 will 
be available 30 days prior to the date 
of arrival, and the remaining 400 
will be released five days in advance. 
Hikers must purchase their tickets 
online at recreation.gov before their 
arrival. Tickets are valid for the day 
of arrival only. A day-use ticket does 

not guarantee a parking spot, and 
entrance fees still apply in addition 
to the day-use ticket fee of $1.00.  
 For more information about the 
pilot, specifics about where tickets 
are required, and details on obtain-
ing tickets, go to https://go.nps.gov/
oldragticket

Think you found a bear den??  
Please leave it alone! 

 As temperatures fall and food 
sources become less abundant, 
many bears in Virginia will enter a 
winter den. Other bears will greatly 
reduce their movements during but 
may remain active throughout the 
season. Movements and denning 
behavior vary greatly across regions 
of the state depending on weath-
er and available food resources. 
With the abundant hard mast crop 
(acorns) across much of the state, 
many bears will likely delay den en-
try this year until few acorns can be 
found. 
 Black bears in Virginia will den in 
a variety of places including brush 
piles, trees (cavities within tree), 
rock outcroppings, ground nests, 
debris piles, and occasionally under 
porches or unsecured crawl spaces. 
Not all black bears den for the full 
winter season. Often, black bears 
that enter a winter den are females 
who will birth their cubs in the den 
or females with yearlings. Male 
black bears may den, but generally 
do not stay in a den for the entire 
winter due to the lack of extreme 
cold weather and snow across much 
of Virginia.  
 While many of us also slow down 
for the winter, there are still ample 
opportunities that take us afield 
in bear country. Whether enjoy-
ing a hike, cutting firewood, clear-
ing brush, hunting, or doing other 
activities, you may inadvertently 
stumble upon a black bear den. A 
female black bear, particularly one 
who has had cubs, will likely remain 

at the den unless they feel pressured 
to leave. Here are a few tips to avoid 
disturbing a bear den and what to do 
should a female leave her den. 

Tips to avoid a den 

 Avoid hiking in dense brushy 
thickets or young cutover timber 
stands. If you must work in these ar-
eas, be mindful of brush piles, gul-
lies with debris piles, or storm dam-
age areas with thickets of limbs/root 
balls.  
 Always maintain your dog on a 
leash to avoid a dog-bear encounter 
at a den site. 
 When burning a brush or debris 
pile on your property, look around 
the entire pile for signs of digging 
(fresh dirt, holes) or entry routes 
into the pile.  
 If you notice large, excavated 
holes or fresh trails into debris or 
brush piles, listen closely for the 
sound of cubs from a distance of at 
least 30ft away. They often emit a 
high-pitched cry or “squall.”  
• To prevent a bear from denning 
under an occupied dwelling, ensure 
that crawl spaces, mobile home un-
derpinnings and porches are closed 
and secured prior to December 1st 
each year. 

Tips if you find a den 

 If you find a den on your property 
or while recreating, do not disturb it 
or approach the area. Leave the area 
and if on public property, alert an 
employee of the location. 
 If you inadvertently flush a female 
bear from a den, DO NOT approach 
the den. Take a GPS point of the lo-
cation (or mark a nearby area with 
flagging) and leave the area imme-
diately. If you have a dog with you, 
leash it and keep it maintained on a 
leash as you leave the area. Contact 
the Wildlife Helpline (1-855-571-
9003) to report the den location. 
  Most often when left alone, the 
female will return to the den, al-
though they may not return until 
night. Do not go back to the den 
area as additional disturbance may 
cause the bear to leave again and not 
return.

Send YOUR news to:
news@warrencountyreport.com

KARAOKE

• Fully Licensed
• Top Quality Sound
• Restaurants/Parties
• 20 Years Experience
• dan@route11dj.com Warren/Frederick County Report Alison Duvall

Sales Manager

P.O. Box 500P.O. Box 500
Front Royal, VA  22630Front Royal, VA  22630

Call/Text: 540-551-2072Call/Text: 540-551-2072
alisond@warrencountyreport.comalisond@warrencountyreport.com

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 3/30/2023. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2023 BCI Acrylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(866) 491-9867
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES 3/30/2023

$1000
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**AND

Military & Senior Discounts Available
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540-678-1791
www.MalloyToyota.com

400 Weems Lane
Winchester, VA 22601

CN399F - Certifi ed Pre-Owned 2022 Toyota Prius 
Limited Hatchback, 19k, FWD, Accident Free 1 
Owner Carfax, Nav, Htd Lthr Seats - $36,857

TP081A - 2016 Chrysler 200 Limited Sedan, 
135k, FWD, Accident Free Carfax, Backup Cam, 
Bluetooth, Cruise, USB, AUX - $9,997

TP114A - 2016 Kia Sedona LX Van, 123k, FWD, 
Local Trade, XM, Keyless Entry, Pwr Sliding 
Doors, Pwr Driver Seat, Heated Seats - $11,677

TP084B - 2019 Jeep Grand Cherokee Altitude SUV, 
47k, 4x4, Accident Free Carfax, Nav, XM, Heated 
Leather Seats, Remote Start, Cruise - $30,997

CP058A - 2022 Ford Bronco Outer Banks Advanced 
SUV, 6k, 4x4, Accident Free 1 Owner Carfax, XM, 
Nav, Htd Lthr Seats, Bkup Cam - $56,377

MT2115A - 2018 Toyota Prius c Three Hatchback, 
36k, FWD, Accident Free 1 Owner Carfax, 
Navigation, XM Radio, Bluetooth - $21,977

TP068A - 2021 Mazda Mazda3 2.5 S Sedan, 28k, 
FWD, Accident Free 1 Owner Carfax, Bkup Cam, 
Cruise, Pwr Windows/Locks - $20,877

*Prices are plus taxes, tags and $799 processing fee.

TP076A - 2020 Toyota Tacoma TRD Off-Road Truck 
Access Cab, 17k, 4x4, Lane Departure, Bluetooth, 
Backup Cam, Remote Keyless Entry - $39,977

CP064A - 2019 Toyota C-HR XLE SUV, 99k, FWD, 
Accident Free Carfax, Keyless Entry, Bluetooth, 
Backup Cam, Cruise, Dual Climate - $18,997

TP157A - 2019 Toyota RAV4 Hybrid Limited SUV, 
50k, AWD, Certifi ed, Accident Free 1 Owner 
Carfax, Nav, Heated Leather Seats - $34,947

MT1890 - 2018 Ford F-150 XLT Truck SuperCrew 
Cab, 71k, 4x2, Accident Free Carfax, Cruise, 
Bluetooth, Backup Cam, 17” Wheels - $25,797

MT2145A - 2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 
Truck Crew Cab, 25k, 4x4, Accident Free 1 Owner 
Carfax, Heated Premium Seats, XM - $43,977

KB0236 - 2021 Ford Expedition Max XLT SUV, 24k, 
4x4, Accident Free 1 Owner Carfax, Keyless Entry, 
Bkup Cam, BTooth, Tri Zone Climate - $54,557

TP181B - 2017 GMC Acadia SLT-1 SUV, 94k, AWD, 
Accident Free Carfax, Dual Climate, XM, Pwr 
Sunroof, Backup Cam, Bluetooth - $22,597

TN1086A - 2022 Volkswagen Atlas Cross Sport 
2.0T SEL R-Line SUV, 22k, AWD, Accident Free 1 
Owner Carfax, Navigation - $37,997

CP027A - 2018 Ford Taurus SEL Sedan, 100k, 
FWD, Local Trade, Leather Seating, XM, Backup 
Cam, Bluetooth, Dual Climate Ctrl - $14,997

TN989B - 2020 Ford Ranger XLT Truck SuperCrew, 
41k, 4x4, Accident Free 1 Owner Carfax, Trailer 
Tow Pkg, Backup Cam, Bluetooth - $32,657

KB2019C - 2007 Mazda MX-5 Sport Convertible, 
71k, RWD, Local Trade, 5-Spd Manual, Keyless 
Entry, Pwr Windows & Locks, Cruise - $10,677

Check out Jay’s February Deals!!Check out Jay’s February Deals!!

TN867A - 2018 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sahara 
SUV, 88k, 4x4, Local Trade, Navigation, Bluetooth, 
Backup Cam, Remote Start, XM - $31,457

TN638B - 2013 CADILLAC ATS 2.0L Turbo 
Premium Sedan, 96k, AWD, Accident Free Carfax, 
Navigation, Heated Leather Seats - $15,977


