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By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 For those eagerly waiting for the 
Valentine’s and Mother’s Day, in-
house handmade chocolate cov-
ered strawberries, available annu-
ally from the “I Want Candy” shop, 
it’s good news from owner Ste-
phonie Baker that they are ready to 
order.
 She’s now taking pre-orders until 
February12 for Valentine’s Day, at 
$20.00 for a dozen.
 Orders for Mother’s Day will 
start on February 1.
 Stephonie also wants everyone 
to know that they are participating 
in the Third Annual Front Royal 
Chocolate Crawl, from February 6 
at 8 a.m. to February 14 at 5 p.m.
 “We are offering 10% off all choc-
olates/fudge/truffles in the case,” 
she said.

 The store, with its huge variety 
of all things candy, many from an 
earlier time, is a reminder of for-
mer small-town shops like hers 
that could be found all along Main 
Street, and she still has customers 
coming in asking for some of the 
many candy favorites not found 
anywhere else.
 After moving a few times since 
opening seven years ago on histor-
ic Chester Street, and always with a 
loyal fan base following the moves, 
Stephonie is happy she’s been in 
the former Trout Drugstore at 201 
E. Main Street in Front Royal for 
the last two and a half years.
 “I love our location,” she began. 
“There are lots of windows so peo-
ple can see in, and we can see out-
side too.” 
 The spacious candy store has 
a colorful peppermint-themed 
winding candy path inside and tall 

peppermint striped poles outside. 
In the front window lives a pair of 
cheerful child sized M&Ms who 
welcome visitors to the sweet shop.
 But this year has been a chal-
lenge for getting the candy they’re 
used to stocking because of manu-
facturing and supply issues.
 For example, she’s having a lot of 
trouble getting the old-time favor-

ites like candy cigarettes and Mary 
Janes, the bite-size peanut butter 
and molasses candy that’s been 
around for the last 95 years. 
 And social media hasn’t been 
helpful either in keeping her stock 
on the shelves.
 TicTok has somehow created a 
frenzy for an apparently addictive 
candy with the unappetizing name 
of “Slime Likkers” packaged like 
roll-on deodorant. They used to 
sell only a few, she said, but now 
it’s a very different story.
 “I usually order one to two cases 

of 60 in each, so everyone can get 
one, but if I advertise them, I’m 
sold out in two days!”
 She said in her opinion, they’re 
not much better than roll-on de-
odorant in taste.
 “They’re toxic waste themselves,” 
she added with a laugh. “But are in 
high demand and we’ve had people 
coming in looking and looking for 
them.” 
 As if to prove her point, eight-
year-old Landen Reed who was 
with his aunt Jennifer Brown, came 
up to the counter and asked for 
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Chocolate covered strawberries at “I Want Candy” shop
The treats are ready to order for Valentine’s Day and Mother’s Day

Bulk candy at the candy store is weighed, but folks can still get just a few 
pieces for just ten cents.

The proverbial “Kid in a candy store, Landen Reed, happily eyed some sweet liquid filled candies called Jelly 
fruit snacks on his visit to the “I Want Candy” Store at 201 E. Main Street in Front Royal.

Tues.-Sat. 8–4 (Lobby closed 11am-12 noon for lunch)

540-622-8085
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Dogs & Cats Welcome
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Team Shenandoah Valley, Your BEST Move Yet!!
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540-671-0020

CRYSTAL ELLIOTT
540-671-5850 
teamshenvalley@gmail.com
www.TeamShenandoahValley.comwww.TeamShenandoahValley.com

Thinking of  selling? Want to know what your home is worth? 
Contact Us!! We offer a ‘no obligation’ market analysis for You! 
With 23+ years of experience, you can’t go wrong!!

Hand crocheted Hand crocheted 
scarfs, fi ngerless scarfs, fi ngerless 

gloves, hats, gloves, hats, 
blankets, and vests.blankets, and vests.

Mon - Sat 10-6, Sunday 10-5Mon - Sat 10-6, Sunday 10-5
216 E Main Street Front Royal216 E Main Street Front Royal

540-692-9483540-692-9483

We Have 
Valentine’s!!!



Early February, 2023  •  Warren/Frederick County Report  •  https://wfcreport.com  •  Page 3

those very candies.
 But although he was disappoint-
ed at not finding them there, he 
soon found a lot of other ones he 
liked such as the sweet liquid filled 
wax nips and caramel creams. 
When asked why he liked the Slime 
Likkers, Landen said “because 
they’re sour.”
 But even with supply issues from 
manufacturers, she still makes the 
chocolate covered strawberries 
herself, so there will be no prob-
lem for folks who count on having 
them for Valentine’s and Mother’s 

Day treats.
 She’s now taking pre-orders until 
February12 for Valentine’s Day, at 
$20.00 for a dozen.
 Orders for Mother’s Day will 
start on February 1. 
 The standard order comes with 
four of each milk, white and dark 
chocolate but orders can be cus-
tom ordered for all of one kind 
here: https://www.facebook.com/
iwantcandyfrontroyal/or by email 
at iwantcandyfrontroyal@yahoo.
com.
 A QR code is available to link to 

the order form. 
 These can be ordered any time, 
but they need 48 hours’ notice. For 
Valentine’s Day, they average at 
least 200 dozen, but usually make 
around 10-12 dozen extra for cash 
and carry that day, and first come, 
first serve.
 The candy (on a stick) bouquets 
are also available for both Valen-
tine’s Day and Mother’s Day. These 
are either premade for Grab and 
Go or can be custom ordered. Pric-
es start at $5.00 for a candy-filled 

coffee cup and go up to $25.00 for a 
large glass vase with wrapped can-
dy in the bottom and bigger candy 
bars and hearts filling the top like 
flowers.
 “I will fill any kind of candy as 
long as I have it,” she said with a 
smile.
 Which brings her back to the 
difficulty of getting her stock.
 “Since Covid, we’re not putting 
out as much. Manufacturers sell 
hundreds of cases to the Big Box 
stores, and we get the leftovers,” 
she noted. “Pretty much every-
thing has been like that. We used 
to sell 120 different types of Pez 
dispensers, and now we can only 
offer five or six, and they’ve tripled 
in price because of supply and de-
mand issues.”
 Part of the problem, she said, is 
that warehouses are not stocked 

like they were before the pandem-
ic. Also, due to extensive delays in 
customs and shipping we don’t or-
der anything from overseas.
 “They either end up melted or 
out of date by the time they get to 
us. The stock is low right now, but 
we expect to get over the hump at 
some point,” she said. “And sadly, 
we had to raise the price of bulk 
candy, which is the biggest seller. 
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Cheerful M&Ms invitingly greet all who enter the “I Want Candy” Store at 201 E. Main Street in Front Royal.

Stephonie Baker, owner of Front Royal’s “I Want Candy” Store, chats with 
Jennifer Brown as Landen Reed looks over his candy choices.

Tony’s TiresTony’s Tires

Convenient Location Across 7th St. Next to Ramsey's
11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal • 540-551-0922

NEW Expanded Services!!
• New Brand Name Tires
• Steering & Suspension Components
• Mounting & Balancing
• Custom Wheels

• Oil Changes
• Brake Jobs
• Flat Repairs
• Great Prices!

TonysTiresFrontRoyal.com
Closed Sun. & � urs.

Carpet & Upholstery CleaningCarpet & Upholstery Cleaning

(540) 636-8718(540) 636-8718
• Carpet Repair / Stretch
• Water / Flood Extraction
• Tile / Grout Cleaning
• Hardwood Floor - Clean & Seal
• VCT Tile - Strip & Wax

Best ofBest of
WINNERWINNER
10 Years10 Years

in a row!in a row!

See CANDY, 4

Adopt today! Call 540-635-4734

FREE
ESTIMATES!

SAME DAY
SERVICE

803B N. Royal Ave.
Front Royal, VA 22630
www.ddsserviceshvac.com
COMFORT MATTERS

Charlie says: “My 
Dad and Mom 

Rescued Me, My 
Friends Need To Be 

Rescued!!!”

Adopt today! Call 540-635-4734

Charlie says: “My Charlie says: “My 

Friends Need To Be 

DAVE’S
DIVERSIFIED SERVICES

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
SERVICE &

INSTALLATION

540-636-3396
Elsa is an 
incredibly 
sweet 1 yr old 
pitty looking 
for her furever 
family. She is 
looking to be 
the only pet and 
would do best 
in a home with 

experienced dog owners. She is very 
affectionate, silly and playful.

Beautiful 
TABBY is 

an all-star 
feather 

player and 
ready to 
leap into 

your heart! 
Orange 

females are 
rare and 

special! Come meet this sweet girl!

ALL YOUR HVAC NEEDS! WE DO SHEETMETAL FABRICATION
If you can draw it, we can make it!
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ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
 Aries, it’s important to focus on 
progress and not necessarily on mon-
ey that can be made. See what you can 
learn along the path you choose.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
 You have high hopes that your ef-
forts will be well received this week, 
Taurus. Before you move full speed 
ahead, run your ideas by a trusted 
group of confi dantes.
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
 You don’t learn by getting things 
right all of the time, Gemini. A few 
mistakes along the way provide an op-
portunity to grow and fi gure out new 
ways to do the job. 
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
 Cancer, distractions seemingly 
abound this week and your head isn’t 
in the game. While you can get away 
with a few oversights here and there, 
too many can be problematic.  
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
 Leo, someone in your life is look-
ing for a pep talk and you are just the 
person to provide one. Listen to the 
problem at hand and off er this person 
some solid solutions.  
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
 Virgo, you could be at a crossroads 
in your life. You are pondering many 
diff erent scenarios, and now is the 
time to solidify plans for the next few 
weeks.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
 If you made a career change recent-
ly, you may be discovering that the 
payoff  isn’t quite what you expected. 
Fulfi llment is essential, so give some 
thought to new pursuits.
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
 Scorpio, it is not like you to feel 
adrift, but that could be the situation 
right now. Latch on to one activity or 
person that brings you joy. Focus on 
the positives in life.
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
 Sagittarius, family members want 
to spend more time with you, so plan 
for the extra company. Have a few ex-
tra snacks on hand and make sure the 
house is orderly. 
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
 Your tendency to want to tackle 
things all on your own could have you 
pushing others away, Capricorn. Ac-
cept others’ willingness to pitch in.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
 Aquarius, there has been a lot on 
your plate and many thoughts swim-
ming through your mind. A quick 
getaway could be what is needed this 
month.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
 Pisces, you have a few off ers on the 
table, but could be having trouble nar-
rowing down your preference. Bring 
in a third party to help.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

JANUARY 29
 José Abreu, Athlete (36)
JANUARY 30
 Christian Bale, Actor (49)
JANUARY 31
 Justin Timberlake, Singer (42)
FEBRUARY 1
 Harry Styles, Singer (29)
FEBRUARY 2
 Gerard Piqué, Athlete (36)
FEBRUARY 3
 Warwick Davis, Actor (53)
FEBRUARY 4
 Natalie Imbruglia, Singer (48)

– https://wfcreport.com

People can still pick up as much 
as they like, and now we have to 
weigh it, but you can still get a few 
pieces for 10 cents.”
 When reminded about the store 
when it was historic Trout Drug-
store, she said they used to have a 
fountain where people could get 
special drinks like milkshakes, but 
not anymore.
 “I had huge dreams of having a 
sink so people could get candy cre-
ations like the old-time shakes, but 
the building is too old, and it would 
be too expensive to get it done.” 
Stephonie said ruefully. 

 For those wishing to order the 
chocolate covered strawberries 
online, here are the instructions on 
their Facebook page:

Pre-orders opened for Chocolate 
Covered Strawberries!

 Th e order form is found at the 
link below: https://tinyurl.com/
ycx4e937
 *Due to some issues last year, we 
have a few updates. 
 1. All berries are dipped the day 
of pick up. Th is means your pickup 
time will be later in the day, see the 
order form. If you have to pick up 
in the morning, please note that 
on the order form and we will hold 
yours in our fridge overnight.
 2. We have limited fridge space, 
so if you opt to pay cash at pickup 
and don’t pick up, your order will 
be cancelled, and you will need to 
pick up a cash ‘n carry dozen.
 3. We cannot do 1/2 dozen or-

ders this year. Unless you want 1 
dozen boxed into 2 boxes.
 4. Last year we experienced some 
issues with bad berries, we hope 
our distributor fi xed this issue, but 
if you get any berries that are not 
100%, please let us know ASAP and 
we will make it right!
 5. As always, we aim to have sev-
eral cash ‘n carry available. Th ese 
are fi rst come/fi rst served, so get 
your orders in today!

Th ird Annual Front Royal Choc-
olate Crawl

 Th is event is sponsored by I 
Want Candy and C & C Frozen 
Treats and they say, “Help yourself 
to some sweet treats for a whole 
week. February 6th through Feb-
ruary 14th, Join us in celebrat-
ing all the things we love here in 
Front Royal. Merchants are selling 
a chocolate scented air freshener 
for $5.00 each to remind you that 

LOVE IS IN THE AIR!
 Th e profi ts from sales of the air 
freshener will be given to a local 
charity organization. Scan the QR 
code on the face of the air freshen-
er for some Sweet Deals and Sweet 
Treats! 
 If you pre-order yours, or if you 
order more than one, you’ll be in a 
drawing for a lovely Valentine’s Day 
Gift Basket.
 See White Picket Fence (Sue), C 
& C Frozen Treats (Nina), Explore 
Art and Clay (Arline) or I Want 
Candy (Stephonie) for purchase.
 “I Want Candy” is located at 201 
E Main Street with candy by the 
pound, chocolates, fudge and taff y. 
Contact at https://www.facebook.
com/iwantcandyfrontroyal/or by 
email at iwantcandyfrontroyal@
yahoo.com. Hours are: Monday 
through Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. and Sunday 12:00 - 5:00 
p.m.

– carol@areaguides.com

CANDY, from 3

You depend on us to keep 
the lights on 24/7. That’s 
why we work around the 
clock to safely provide 
you with the most reliable, 
affordable power possible. 

Last year alone, crews 
cleared more than 
1,500 miles of right-of-
way areas and removed 
27,000 hazard trees. Tree 
maintenance is ongoing 
and crews continue to 
upgrade equipment in 
the power delivery system.

Why? Because reliability 
is everything.

because reliability 
is everything

Limited dates remain.
Book your event now:
dan@route11dj.com

Upcoming events with
Dan McDermott
Sat. Jan. 28 (7-11pm)

Karaoke NASCAR Party at 
Edinburg VFW

(Special Event Open to Public)

Sat. Feb. 4 (7-10pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

Sat. Feb. 18 (6-10pm)
Private Event in Edinburg, Va.

Tues. Feb. 28 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

Tues. Mar. 14 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

Tues. Mar. 28 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

*Private clubs open to members 
and properly invited guests

route11dj.com



Early February, 2023  •  Warren/Frederick County Report  •  https://wfcreport.com  •  Page 5

J. Frank Hillyard Middle students hear Liberty Man’s story

By the Rev. Larry W. Johnson

 In my role as “Liberty Man” I 
opened the Revolutionary War 
history teaching season in the 
Shenandoah Valley at my grand-
son’s middle school. (J. Frank Hill-
yard Middle School)
 Eighty sixth graders were learn-
ing about the war that gained our 
independence and their teachers 
invited me the put on the Liberty 
Man program.

 Isaac, my grandson, is descend-
ed from patriots on his mother’s 
side of the family as well as his fa-
ther’s (my) side.
 Isaac’s namesake, Isaac Adams, 
was killed on Breeds Hill. Isaac 
had numbers of family members 
at Breeds/Bunker Hill on that 
fateful day 17 June, 1775.
 The four classes today were 
given Liberty Twigs and recruited 
into General George Washing-
ton’s Army. (Thank you to Charles 

Markert for assisting and your ex-
cellent portrayal of our first presi-
dent!)
 Four companies were orga-
nized, and given battle cries which 
they practiced leaving my ear-
drums ringing tonight...  “Liberty 
or Death,” “Fire and Sword,” “Con-
gress,” and “Victory or Death!”
 I congratulate their teachers and 
school administrators for having 
Liberty Man! I told the kids how 
proud I was of them and know 
someday they will serve our coun-
try well as Governors, Senators, 
Congressmen, assembly mem-
bers, county and city officials. I 
told them to learn about and pre-
pare for their place in the Ameri-
can system of government...a Re-
public under God, not man.
 That’s what our forefathers 
and mothers sacrificed for!! They 

surrounded me afterwards with 
more questions and as we packed 
up to leave, they left the room 
shouting their battle cries!!!
 GENERAL GEORGE WASH-
INGTON I am sure, is smiling to-
night that what he and his soldiers 
sacrificed and died for shall not 
pass from this earth! (I appreciate 

Sondra [Reverend Johnson’s wife] 
accompanying me today.
 She drove me since we left be-
fore sunup...I have macular degen-
eration in both eyes and driving in 
the dark could be a problem.
 Days like today with enthusias-
tic and bright young folks hungry 
for more information about their 
country are the reason I continue 
the Liberty Man effort in my ad-
vanced years! Ooorah!!
 Future events will include Lib-
erty Man on February 2, present-
ing to HEARTH home schoolers 
at their gathering at Virginia Hills 
Church. He will tell the story of 
young George Washington in the 
Valley and his compassion and 
love of    his dogs, one he took to 
war, and his horses that he rode in 
the war.
 Liberty Man has new promo-
tional Power Point available for 
those whose wish to have a living 
history presentation on the War 
for the American Revolution.
 This has the dramatic portrayal 
of 19-year-old Abel Johnston and 
his fight for American Indepen-
dence. It is based on his true story 
and that of his 17-year-old wife, 
Ann, Reverend Johnson’s great-
great-great-great grandparents.
 To contact Larry Johnson, call 
(540) 454-4129, or mail to 582 
Simons Way, Front Royal, VA 
22630.

news@warrencountyreport.com

Reverend Johnson’s grandson Isaac inspects a Brown Bess musket, a 
“non-firing” stage prop that is used for history teaching purposes. It is 
one of the kinds of equipment a soldier had to carry on the march along 
with items like a canteen for water, powder, food, blanket, tommyhawk, 
and others.

Liberty Man a.k.a. the Reverend Larry Johnson presents the history of 
his ancestor, the original Liberty Man, to middle schoolers at the J. Frank 
Hillyard Middle School. Photos courtesy of Sondra Johnson.

Looking for your very own mountain getaway? Here 
it is.. Plus more!!! 2-BR, 1-BA completely remodeled contemporary ranch is waiting for you! House 
sits on 1.9 acres and there's 3 additional 1 acre lots included. Everything has been painted and 
updated, unfi nished 1/2 basement can be a family or rec room (other 1/2 is crawlspace). Close to many 
vineyards, breweries, Skyline Drive, Caverns, Shen River and miles of hiking!! Paved rd turns to gravel 
about 1/2 mile before the property. Sanitary district road fees apply.
751 Ulysses Way
Skyland Estates, Linden, VA 22642
$427,000 • VAWR2004526 (inc. 3 extra lots)
* VAWR2004022 • $527,000 (inc. 6 extra lots)

Lovely Cabin in the Woods

House has been 
totally redone & 

includes 3 extra lots!

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, January 28 from 12-2
SUNDAY, January 29 from 11-1

R E A L T O R S®

Martha Buracker, Weichert Realtors - Licensed in Virginia
824 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal, VA 22630

Cell: 540-671-6349  Offi ce:  540-635-8000  
marthaburacker@gmail.com

STEPHENS CITY
100 Elizabeth Drive
540.869.9555

FRONT ROYAL
600 Commerce Avenue
540.635.4137

WINCHESTER   
1830 Valley Avenue
540.667.6777

WOODSTOCK
1001 South Main Street
540.459.2105

STRASBURG
33230 Old Valley Pike
540.465.9292

        • Burial Plots
        • Cremation Niches
        • Granite, Marble and Bronze 
          Monuments
        • In-Ground Vases

Available at historical
Prospect Hill Cemetery

200 W. Prospect Street
Front Royal,Virginia  22630

(540) 635-5468
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Quilt to honor formerly enslaved at Belle Grove Plantation
Free workshop at Bowman Library on February 11 with stitching activities

By Ashley Miller
Warren/Frederick County Report

 Belle Grove and the Winchester 
Chapter of the Embroiderers 
Guild of America have partnered 
together to tell the story of 270 
slaves at Belle Grove through a 
quilt, called Th e People Enslaved 
at Belle Grove. Th e community is 
invited to learn more about the 
project at Bowman Library at 871 

Tasker Rd. in Stephens City on 
Saturday, February 11 at 11 a.m. 
with stitching and educational ac-
tivities for all ages. Th is workshop 
is with Elaine Evans, president of 
the Winchester Chapter of the 
Embroiderers Guild of America 
and Belle Grove’s Executive Direc-
tor Kristen Laise.
 Th e workshop is free to the pub-
lic, but registration is required. 
 Laise initiated the project to 
understand more about the Hite 
family and those enslaved at Belle 
Grove Plantation between 1783 
and 1851. Mostly having only fi rst 
names, Laise said she wanted to 

come up with a way to tell their 
story; a quilt was suggested, but 
not just any ordinary quilt. 
 “We didn’t want a quilt with 
[just] a bunch of names stitched 
on it,” she explained. “We also 
wanted to be able to include the 
name of the person’s mother, be-
cause sometimes that’s listed in 
our records, as are birth dates. We 
can put together family trees for 
some of these people.
 We felt it was important to 
group the blocks together on the 
quilt as families. We know that the 
Hite family did sell slaves, so as a 
symbol we wanted to make sure 

that families are kept together.” 
 Outreach Coordinator Irina 
Galounina, who is also a member 
of the Board of Directors, joined 
the Winchester chapter in 2014. 
Th e chapter has 37 members; 
nationally there are thousands of 
members. Last year the chapter 
celebrated their 10th anniversary.
 For Galounina, stitching is more 
of an art than a craft.
 “Of course, you can follow the 
instructions and do any pattern,” 
she said. “But at the same time, 
you can fantasize; it’s almost like 
painting with thread.” 
 When Laise approached the 
guild last August, Gulounina said 
the group was enthusiastic to help. 
Th e group has helped with other 
projects over the years, including 
the Shenandoah Valley Tapestry. 
 “Th is quilt is a community proj-
ect,” Irina said. “What we have 
been doing up to this moment is 
like a fi rst stage, a pilot project if 
you will.” 
 Th e quilt project has been bro-
ken into various phases; the fi rst 
phase gave members of the guild 
an opportunity to better under-
stand the needs of Belle Grove, 
fi nd the proper way to stitch each 
name, how the instructions would 
work and learn how the public 
would respond. 
 “Th ey did tremendous research 
before they gave us each of the 

names,” Galounina said. “Knowing 
the lasting impact we will have, 
that’s important to us.”
 Th e guild created kits, which 
include a piece of fabric, a traced 
name of one of the slaves and in-
formation Belle Grove managed to 
fi nd about the individual, a needle, 
thread, and instructions. Kits were 
then distributed throughout the 
group, giving members an oppor-
tunity to participate in the project. 
 “Th e response was really over-
whelming with members,” Ga-
lounina said. 
 Th e second phase of the project 
will allow for community involve-
ment. 
 On February 11, which coin-
cides with Stitching Public Day, a 
day celebrated nationally to honor 
the American Embroidery Guild, 
the group will host an event at the 
Bowman Library, to celebrate em-
broidery, putting special emphasis 
on the quilt project itself.
 Beginning at 11 a.m. attendees 
will be given the opportunity to 
learn more about the history of 
stitching, what stitching is and 
how it works.
 Children will also have an op-
portunity to learn how to stitch 
with volunteers. At 1 p.m. a spe-
cial workshop will take place that 
will allow attendees the opportu-
nity to stitch a name for the quilt. 
 Laise will also be in attendance, 

A quilt to tell the story of 270 slaves at Belle Grove called The People Enslaved at Belle Grove is being created 
by Winchester Chapter of the Embroiderers Guild of America to be exhibited at Belle Grove Plantation. The kit 
pictured includes a piece of fabric, a traced name of one of the enslaved individuals, information about them, a 
needle, thread, and instructions. The fi nished piece will be sewn together to form the quilt. Photo courtesy of 
Irina Galounina.
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discussing the project and its im-
portance to Belle Grove. She will 
speak on how the project came to 
light, what research was done and 
tell the stories about the enslaved 
at Belle Grove Plantation. 
 “It’ll be a challenging design,” 
she said. “Because some of the 
trees are huge and some are small. 
It’s heartbreaking when it’s a sin-
gle individual. You can just imag-
ine that they were separated from 

their family and their commu-
nity to be purchased and brought 
here.”
 A draft of the quilt was made to 
decide how to properly group the 
270 names by families. The names 
have been stitched on rectangles 
of muslin, a natural color.
 “The quilt itself is called a ‘strip 
quilt’ and it looks like a brick wall,” 
Galounina explained.
 Names are being stitched in 

shades of brown. As the project 
continues, other colors will be 
incorporated into the quilt; those 
will be identified later. 
 The quilt itself will be 72” wide 
by 84” long and will hang in the 
lower level of the manor house 
when completed. 
 “When you enter the space, it’ll 
be one of the first things you’ll 
see,” Laise said. “This quilt will 
really recognize these people as 
individuals- allowing more of a 
connection. Sometimes when 
you’re doing a project like this, it’s 
tactile and tangible. If you con-

nect with something more, you 
can read about it, you can listen 
to a lecture-but it doesn’t always 
connect. But if you’re concentrat-
ing on stitching Hannah’s name, 
while listening to her story, I feel 
like it helps people connect with 
the information.” 
 Last year during the holidays, 
Belle Grove did something spe-
cial to honor those enslaved at 
the plantation. 270 small LED 
candles, with names, were placed, 
with families around the home. 
 “..To just be able to see the 
volume of light that [270] every 

candle gave off-it was really pro-
found,” Laise said. 
 The candles came on by timers 
at 2 p.m. and turned off roughly 
around 8 p.m.  
 As research continues, Laise 
hopes descendants will become 
engaged, making it more mean-
ingful for all parties involved. 
 “It just seems like a fitting me-
morial,” she added. 
 The project will carry on as 
names continue to be stitched. 
The hope is to bring in more com-
munity involvement as the prog-
ress of the quit continues. Laise 
said she is willing and able to offer 
group workshops for those who 
are interested in learning more. 
 “We would love to bring on 
quilters from the African Ameri-
can community,” Galounina said. 
 Galounina said she hopes the 
community will leave the stitching 
event understanding the impact 
slavery had on our local commu-
nity in a more abstract way than 
merely learning from a textbook. 
She added that she also hopes 
attendees will be eager to learn 
more about the art of stitching.
 “You can stitch anywhere,” she 
explained. “On a plane, train. Any-
where you go, you can take your 
stitching with you. Or your stitch-
ing will wait for you.”
 To learn more about the event 
and to register, visit their Face-
book page at Winchester Embroi-
derers Guild. To register please 
send a message or email Irina 
Galounina at winchesterchaptere-
ga@gmail.com.
 Registration deadline is Febru-
ary 5th.
 The workshop is sponsored by 
Belle Grove Plantation, the Win-
chester Chapter of the Embroi-
derers’ Guild of America (EGA) 
and Friends of Handley Regional 
Library System.
 Belle Grove offers online oppor-
tunities for virtual exhibits. Visit 
virtual.bellegrove.org. Members 
of the community may also sign 
up for monthly newsletters, hon-
oring the enslaved by visiting the 
same link above.

– ashley.a.l.miller@gmail.com
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Rev. Frank A. Strother, preacher, pastor, leader, erected forty churches

By Mark Gunderman
Stephens City

 Frank Strother served with the 
43rd Regiment of Virginia Cav-
alry - Mosby’s Partisan Rangers, 
in Company A. When his parole 
was issued at Winchester on 5 
May 1865, he was eighteen years 
old.  Strother was converted and 
joined the Methodist Church in 
1866. He attended Clifton Pre-
paratory School at Markham and 
Randolph-Macon College from 
1868-71. Strother was admitted 
on trial to  Baltimore Methodist 
Episcopal Church South (MECS) 
at Warrenton in 1872. He became 
a Deacon in full connection in 
1874, and was later ordained an 
Elder.
 As a church planter, Rev. Francis 
(Frank) Alexander Strother was a 
pastor who invested his time and 
energy to till new soil, plant fresh 
seed, cultivate growth, and cel-
ebrate a harvest. Rev. Strother was 
a determined and faithful pastor 
who sought to evangelize the lost 
and shepherd God’s people. He 
took the responsibility as the pri-
mary leader and principal evange-
list. Rev. Strother did most of the 
heavy lifting when it came to shar-
ing the gospel and invited people 
to believe in Jesus, not only from 
the pulpit, but out in the commu-
nity as well. As a church planter 

he led in a hands-on and deliber-
ate way, involved in nearly every 
decision, meeting and activity.
 Rev. Strother would successful-
ly make the transition from plant-
er to pastor, watching the church 
mature, and gradually delegating 
the necessary tasks, empowering 
others to lead. He understood the 
principals of community evange-
lism, acting in partnership with 

citizens and local businesses to 
promote each new church build.
 Rev. Frank Strother, for most of 
his long career, was an appoint-
ed preacher in the area of the 
Winchester District: Piedmont-
Linden (1872-73), Piedmont 
(1873-74), Linden (1874-75), East 
Rockingham (1875-79), Berryville 
(1879-83), Brucetown Circuit 
(1885-87), Brucetown (1887-88, 
1911-15), Winchester (1889-91), 
Stephens City (1890-94), Hamil-
ton (1903-07), Fairfax (1907-11), 
and Edinburg (1915-18). He is giv-
en prominent attention at Duncan 
Memorial, where he is considered 
one of its founders, and also at 
Crums UMC, both churches in 

Clarke County. He is also credited 
with founding or revitalizing Ref-
uge, Relief, Fairview and Mace-
donia UMC in Frederick County 
and Bethany UMC in Loudoun 
County. 
 He was appointed to Stephens 
City Circuit 1889-93. Strother 
pastored Stephens City UMC 
from 1889-1892. He served 46 
years under MECS appointment 
(1872-1918). His other appoint-

ments were Linganore, Md, Shep-
herdstown, WV, Fincastle, and 
Jefferson, WV. He retired in 1918 
and died Aug. 22, 1925, in Ste-
phens City (age 78). Strother is 
buried in Green Hill Cemetery in 
Berryville, VA.
 One of the last of the Circuit 
Riders, Rev. Frank Strother was 
assigned to Berryville ME Church 
(now Duncan Memorial Church), 
in 1879 and helped establish fund-
ing to build a new two-story brick 
building constructed between 
1882 and 1884, replacing the out-
grown wood frame 1871 meeting 
house. Rev. Strother is honor-
ably mentioned on the church 
web site history as an individual 
who served long and faithfully by 
preaching at five other churches 
on his circuit while serving the 
Duncan congregation.
 According to Middletown his-
torians and sisters, Lillian May 
and Lula Lauck, a cow was essen-
tial to rebuilding Fairview Meth-
odist during the 1890s. Fairview 
was an old, small, and dilapidated 
church house (built 1861) be-
tween High View and Canterburg. 
The Rev. Strother, at a revival 
meeting, so stirred up the crowd 
as to the need of a new Fair View 
church (now Fairview), that an old 

Rev. Frank Alexander Strother sometime in the 1890s. Photo by C. Fred 
Barr.

Memorial tablet located on the north side wall of the Stephens City UMC 
sanctuary. Nobody knows why the tablet was placed in this sanctuary. It 
could be because this was a beloved appointment for Rev. Strother and 
the members of the congregation were respectful of the work he did in 
the Stephens City circuit. Photo courtesy Mark Gunderman.
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lady started the new church fund 
by selling her cow. Miss Lillian 
May and Miss Lula, as young girls, 
worked ardently getting subscrip-
tions for the church. It was built 
on the site of the old one, close 
to Friendship U.B. Church—both 
churches are still [1950] there, at 
a road intersection and this cor-
ner is now known as “Th e Double 
Churches.”
 Encouraged by the success at 
Fair View, the Rev. Strother held 
a six- week revival in a big tent 
near the Fairfi eld School, a loca-
tion then shown on county maps 
as “Fairfi eld” but which was far 
better known locally as “Lost Cor-
ner.” Rev. Strother said that this 

place should be known as “Lost 
Corner” no more—that he would 
build a church of refuge for the 
“Lost Corner” people. Subscrip-
tions came in fast after the revival, 
the Lauck sisters said. Th e church 
was built and renamed “Refuge”; 
and Lost Corner is now known to 
everyone as the town of Refuge.
 Again, in the 1890s, Rev. Frank 
Strother, then pastor of the Ste-
phens City Methodist Church, 
held an evangelistic meeting in a 
grove near the schoolhouse. Th e 
meeting resulted in the organiza-
tion of another Methodist church. 
George Th omas Massie, one of 
the converts, donated the lot, and 
the present church building was 

started in 1891. It was dedicated, 
free of debt, in 1892, and was 
named Relief Church. 
 Miss Lillian May and Miss Lula 
wrote in 1950 that there was a 
settlement known as “Lickspittle” 
on Middle Road about three miles 
west of Stephens City, an area part 
of Stephens City Methodist Cir-
cuit. Th ere was no church at Lick-
spittle, said the sisters, and Rev. 
Strother set out to raise money 
to build one there. Again, he was 
successful; money came in, and 
soon the church was built. Rev. 
Strother said the church would 
bring the people relief from “Lick-
spittle,” so the new church was 
named “Relief,” which became the 
settlement’s name, and “Lickspit-
tle” has been forgotten except by a 
few of the older residents.
 Another story tells how Rev. 
Strother prevented Macedonia 
Methodist Church from closing. 
Although the church was founded 
in 1843, and a new church was 
built in 1879, services were be-
coming infrequent there in 1894. 
Rev. Strother, the Stephens City 
MECS pastor at the time, declared 
the need for keeping the church 
open by having regularly sched-
uled services.
 Rev. Strother began holding 
tent revivals, attracting around 
forty new members. Th e in-
creased membership allowed 
the church to become part of the 
Stephens City Charge. By 1896, a 
church school was organized and 
the good Rev. Strother preached 

there two Sundays each month. 
Macedonia then went under the 
White Post Charge of the Meth-
odist Church where it began to 
fl ourish. 
 Bethany Church was founded 
July 2, 1903, and from then until 
1929 it was known as the Purcell-
ville Methodist Episcopal Church 
South. Rev. Frank Strother, who 
was pastor of Hamilton Circuit, 
founded Bethany, and it was origi-
nally one of four churches served 
by pastors of that circuit. Th e 
others were Harmony at Hamil-
ton, Trinity at Rock Hill and Th e 
Grove at Woodbury.
 When Rev. Strother came to 
Hamilton as pastor in April 1903, 
he found churches all around Pur-
cellville, but none in the town. 
Noted as a planter of churches, 
he lost no time in organizing a 
church in Purcellville with 36 
charter members, most of who 
were transferred from Harmony 
Church at Hamilton. Th at fall the 
new church bought the property 
of the now closed Presbyterians, 
which they occupied until the 
present church was completed 
in 1929. Under Rev. Strother, the 
original membership of 36 in-
creased to 64 by 1907.
 In a letter to Inez Steele in 1905 
(published in her book, ”Early 
Days and Methodism in Stephens 
City, Virginia, page 75), Rev. 
Strother wrote, “I followed Rev. 
J. H. Du Laney on the circuit and 
found it in a healthy, prosperous 
condition. After two years admin-
istration, the circuit was divided 

and Middletown and Stephens 
City Circuits were formed. I was 
continued in charge of the Ste-
phens City work and remained 
there two years, during which 
time two new societies were 
formed and thirty-eight hundred 
dollars were expended in build-
ing and repairing churches and 
four hundred paid to Middletown 
for interest in parsonage and the 
circuit was absolutely free from 
debt when I left. Truly much was 
accomplished and under God, it 
was due to universal and perfect 
unity and cooperation of people 
and pastor.
 While it has been my privilege 
to serve in all my charges an ex-
ceptionally good and kind, gener-
ous and devoted people, Stephens 
City has equaled, if not excelled, 
any one of them.”
 Richmond Times-Dispatch
 19 October 1925, page 7
 Hold Memorial Service.
 WINCHESTER, VA., Oct. 18. -
 A memorial service for the late 
Rev. Frank A. Strother was held 
today in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, at Stephens City, 
where he died about a month ago. 
Th e principal address was deliv-
ered by Dr. H. P. Hamill, Washing-
ton. A tablet unveiled during the 
services contains the inscription: 
“Rev. Frank A. Strother, 1847-
1925, Soldier, 1861-65, Mosby 
Ranger, Preacher, Pastor, Leader. 
Erected forty churches, Friend 
of Man, Servant of God, Teacher 
Golden Rule Bible Class.”

– gunderman2001@aol.com
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December 2022 Indictments
October Term

Michael Kelley Barr
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about November 28, 2022, 
in the County of Warren, Michael 
Kelley Barr, 28, of the 200 block of 
Figgins Rd., Front Royal, VA 22630, 
did unlawfully and feloniously as-
sault and batter Charlotte L. Har-
ris, a family or household member, 

after having been at least twice 
previously convicted of assault and 
battery against a family or house-
hold member within the past 
twenty years with such offenses 
occurring on different dates.

Whitney Lee Brown
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about April 2, 2022, in the 
County of Warren, Whitney Lee 
Brown, 35, of the 4400 block of 

SE Four Mile Run, Arlington, VA 
22204, did unlawfully  and feloni-
ously, knowingly and intentionally 
possess a controlled substance, to-
wit: Cocaine listed  in Schedule II 
of the Drug Control Act.

Dustin Kyle Collins
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about July 23, 2022, in the 
County of Warren, Dustin Kyle 
Collins, 36, of the 400 block of Hill 
St., Front Royal, VA 22630, did 
unlawfully  and feloniously, know-
ingly and intentionally possess a 
controlled substance, to-wit: Co-
caine listed  in Schedule II of the 
Drug Control Act.

Amanda Spring Cowan a/k/a 
Amanda Spring Daniels

 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Aman-
da Spring Cowan a/k/a Amanda 
Spring Daniels, age and address 
unknown, with two counts.: 
COUNTS one and TWO: In the 
County of Warren, Amanda Spring 
Cowan a/k/a Amanda Spring Dan-
iels did unlawfully and feloniously 
conspire to distribute a Schedule II 
controlled substance, to-wit: Co-
caine. Dates of the offenses were 

on or about August 5 and August 
18, 2022.

Tyler Juan DeLarosa
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about August 12, 2022, in the 
County of Warren, Tyler Juan De-
Larosa, age and address unknown, 
did unlawfully  and feloniously 
possess with the intent to manu-
facture, sell, give, or distribute, a 
controlled substance, to-wit: Fen-
tanyl classified in Schedule II of 
the Drug Control Act.

Matthew Joseph Embrey
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
Matthew Joseph  Embrey, 44, of 
the 100 block of Hunt Rd., Front 
Royal, VA 22630, with three 
counts. COUNTS ONE and 
TWO: In the County of Warren, 
Matthew Joseph  Embrey did un-
lawfully and feloniously, know-
ingly and intentionally possess 
or transport any firearm and am-
munition for a firearm, after hav-
ing been  convicted of a felony. 
COUNT THREE: did unlawfully 
and feloniously, having received 
a visible or audible signal from 
a law-enforcement officer to bring 
his motor vehicle to a stop, drive 

such motor vehicle in a willful  or 
wanton disregard of such signal 
so as to interfere with or endanger 
the operation of the law-enforce-
ment vehicle or endanger a per-
son. Dates of the offenses were on 
or about September 8, 2022.

Megan Aliviar Ferreira
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about June 29, 2022 through 
June 30, 2022, in the County of 
Warren, Megan Aliviar  Ferreira, 
28, of the 100 block of W. North 
St., Strasburg, VA 22657, did un-
lawfully and feloniously and know-
ingly communicate in writing, 
including an  electronically trans-
mitted communication producing 
a visual or electronic message, a 
threat to kill or do bodily injury to 
another, regarding that person or 
any member of her family, thereby 
placing such person in reasonable 
apprehension of death or bodily 
injury.

Travon Marcel Ford
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Travon 
Marcel Ford, 26, of the 100 block 
of Jackson St., Front Royal, VA 
22630, with two counts. COUNTS 
ONE and TWO: In the County of 
Warren, Travon Marcel  Ford did 
unlawfully and feloniously, know-
ingly and intentionally possess 
a controlled substance  listed in 
Schedule I or Schedule II of the 
Drug Control Act. Date of the of-
fenses was on or about November 
4, 2022.

Hundel Ganthier
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about November 29, 2022, 
in the County of Warren,  Hun-
del Ganthier, 43, of the 200 block 
of Liberty Ave., Winchester, VA 
22601, did unlawfully and feloni-
ously, with the intent to attempt to 
procure or induce another to com-
mit perjury or to give  false testi-
mony under oath as to a material 
matter.
 
Diane Victoria Garber, formerly 

known as Diane Victoria 
Haverty

 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about September 23, 2022, 
in the County of Warren,  Diane 
Victoria Garber, formerly known 
as Diane Victoria Haverty, age 
and address unknown, did unlaw-
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fully and feloniously distribute a 
Schedule II  controlled substance, 
to-wit: Cocaine, having previ-
ously been  convicted of two or 
more such off enses or of substan-
tially similar off enses in any other 
jurisdiction which occurred be-
fore the date of the off ense alleged 
in the indictment.

Travis Edward Garrett
 Th e Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Tra-
vis Edward Garrett, age and ad-
dress unknown, with two counts. 
COUNTS ONE and TWO: In the 
County of Warren, Travis Edward 
Garret did unlawfully and feloni-
ously distribute a Schedule II con-
trolled substance, to-wit: Cocaine. 
Dates of the off enses were on or 
about August 5 and August 18, 
2022.

Michael Charles Johns, Jr.
 Th e Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Michael 
Charles  Johns, Jr., 42, of the 1300 
block of Berryville Ave., Win-
chester, VA 22601 with two counts. 
COUNT ONE: In the County of 
Warren, Michael Charles  Johns, 
Jr., did unlawfully and feloniously 
utter or attempt to employ as true 
a check in the amount of $2,435.78 
from City National Bank know-
ing such document to be forged. 
COUNT TWO: did unlawfully 
and feloniously with the intent to 
defraud, obtain by false pretense 
or token, $2,435.78 U.S. Currency 
belonging to City National Bank, 
having a value of $1,000 or more.  
Date of the off enses was on or 
about September 9, 2022.

Bianca Janee Johnson
 Th e Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about August 8, 2022, in the 
County of Warren, Bianca Janee 
Johnson, 30, of 10th St., Front Roy-
al, VA 22630, did unlawfully  and 
feloniously forge a public record, 
or a certifi cate, return, or attesta-
tion of a public offi  cial or employ-
ee, in relation to a matter in which 
such certifi cate, return or attesta-
tion may be received as legal proof, 
or utter, or attempt to employ as 
true, such forged record, certifi -
cate, return, or attestation, know-
ing the same to be forged.

Bianca Janee Johnson
 Th e Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about September 6, 2022, in 
the County of Warren, Bianca Ja-
nee Johnson, 30, of 10th St., Front 
Royal, VA 22630, did  unlawfully 
and feloniously forge a public re-
cord, or a certifi cate, return, or 
attestation of a public  offi  cial or 
employee, in relation to a matter 
in which such certifi cate, return 
or attestation may be  received as 
legal proof, or utter, or attempt 
to employ as true, such forged 
record, certifi cate, return,  or at-
testation, knowing the same to be 
forged.

Travis Lee Kerns
 Th e Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Travis 
Lee Kerns, 40, of the 2800 block of 
North Frederick Pike, Winchester, 
VA 22603,  with three counts. 
COUNT ONE: In the County 
of Warren, Travis Lee Kerns did 
unlawfully, while being a person 

permitted to carry a concealed 
handgun, carry a concealed hand-
gun in a public place while under 
the infl uence of alcohol or illegal 
drugs. COUNT TWO: did unlaw-
fully drive on a public highway a 
motor vehicle or self-propelled 
machinery while his  license, per-
mit, or privilege to drive had been 
suspended or revoked. COUNT 
THREE: did unlawfully, having 
been arrested for a violation or of a 

similar ordinance, and having been 
advised by the arresting offi  cer of 
the terms of the implied  consent 
law and the consequences of an 
unreasonable refusal to consent, 
did unlawfully and  unreasonably 
refuse to permit a sample of his 
blood or breath to be taken for the 
purpose of testing  to determine 
the alcohol or drug content of his 
blood and within 10 years prior to 
the date of the refusal, the accused 

was found guilty of a violation or a 
violation of an off ense arising out 
of separate  occurrences or inci-
dents. Date of the off enses was on 
or about July 10, 2022.

A Grand Jury Indictment is only 
a charge and not evidence of guilt. 
Th e defendants are entitled to a 
fair trial with the burden on the 
government to prove guilt beyond a 
reasonable doubt.

– news@warrencountyreport.com

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Licensed & Insured  •  Free Estimates

* Serving Front Royal for 25 years! *

(540) 222-0521
(540) 631-0666

HamricksRoofi ng@gmail.com

Hamrick’s
Sudoku!

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle 
will have you hooked from the 
moment you square o� , so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as 
a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out 
the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier 
it gets to solve the puzzle! (Answer 
in back.)

Douglas Harold, Jr.
Attorney at Law
BANKRUPTCY

DIVORCE

No one wants to file for bankruptcy,  
but when there is no alternative…I can help.  

(Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Only)
Stop Garnishments, Collection Activities and Lawsuits.

Specializing in Uncontested Divorce • Rapid Service - Quick Results

(Under Federal Law we are defined as a Debt Relief Agency. 
We help people file for Bankruptcy Relief under the Bankruptcy Code)

Serving the Northern Shenandoah Valley
Free Initial Telephone Consultation

35 Years Experience
• Reasonable Fees •
douglasharoldjr@yahoo.com

1114 Fairfax Pike, Ste 10
White Post, VA 22663

(540) 869-0040
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Folks come from miles around to Royal Oak Books
“People say they haven’t seen a bookstore like this in a long time,” says Manager Tammy Bolden

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 Before the mega book stores 
and Amazon, small independent 
shops like our own Royal Oaks 
Bookshop were a haven for many 
people who wanted a quiet place 
to go in and get lost in the timeless 
world of stories.
 It’s a good feeling to know that 
there is still that place here at 207 
S Royal Ave, still going strong and 
seeing many local and way out-
of-town visitors walk through its 
doors.
 Two years from now will be the 
50th anniversary of its founding by 
Nan Hathaway.
 “When that happens, we’ll have 
a big celebration!” said Tammy.
 According to Nan, it was always 
a destination for people looking 
for a great place for books.
 “I was amazed at how many peo-
ple enjoyed coming into the store, 
from Canada to Florida, with a few 
of them saying they moved here 
because of it,” she said.
 And the shop is still going strong 
and welcoming folks from far and 
near.
 Royal Oak Bookshop’s cheerful, 
informative and welcoming Man-
ager Tammy Foster-Bolden who 

has been there full time since 2018 
and before that working with Nan 
in 2003 as the bookkeeper, has 
kept up the congenial atmosphere 
of the place.
 When questioned about what is 
happening now with the shop, she 
mentioned that people are very 
happy to be enjoying the book 
club again, because in-person 
meetings were suspended during 
the Covid-19 pandemic.
 “It’s great to get back together 
with real people,” she said, with a 
smile.
 The book club currently has 67 
members, but most are still con-
nected online, so only about six 
people like to come into the store 
to talk about the books in person.

 “We choose the number one 
book on the New York times best-
seller list and discuss it for about 
four to six weeks,” she said. Right 
now they’re reading Demon Cop-
perhead by Barbara Kingsolver 
which has been described as a 
retelling of David Copperfield by 
Charles Dickens.
 She said that Holiday sales were 
down somewhat from the previ-
ous years, even with people again 
getting out after being locked 
down because of Covid.
 “It’s weird, because last year 
people could come out!” she said, 
but added, “We did sell a lot of 
Christmas things but not like dur-
ing the pandemic when people 
had to stay away from each other!”
 She speculated that maybe peo-
ple were doing more reading at 
home when they couldn’t go out 

and be social.
 But January has started out 
great, she said.
 “It’s been hit or miss, maybe 
slammed one day and no one the 
next day, but we have more people 
moving here all the time,” she not-
ed. “And we’re getting people from 
surrounding towns like Warren-
ton, Luray, Culpeper and from 
Rappahannock County that have 
lost their book stores. There are 
also day trippers from the greater 
Washington D.C. area who bring 
money here and then want to 
move out here!”

 Business is a bit seasonal also.
 “We get very busy in the fall. 
We’re always surprised at how 
many tourists come through here. 
These are often the types of people 
who read and like the outdoors 
and solitude.”
 Nan had weighed in on this 
phenomenon when she was inter-
viewed.
 “The people who cannot come 
to the Shenandoah Valley without 
stopping at the shop are those who 
appreciate the uniqueness of in-
dependent bookstores…especially 
noticeable in stores selling sec-

The front porch of the Royal Oak Bookshop at 207 S. Royal Ave. in Front Royal holds a fascinating variety of 
books called the “never ending porch sale.”

Bookshop kitty Harper Lee checks out the toy that Tammy dangles in front 
of her. She’s one of the resident cats at Royal Oak Bookshop and also a 
major attraction for people who like the animals.

Beautiful 3-BR, 
3-BA home 

on .9 acres in 
Page County!

   Huge open  kitchen/living/
dining rooms and 1/2-BA on 
main level. Large screened 
in porch and decks galore on 
back of the house overlook-
ing your very own pond!! 
Paved drive and garage tops off this amazing home! Call today!

Associate Broker/REALTOR®

TeamDanielsVA@gmail.com

Sharon Daniels:
Licensed in VA & WV

www.SharonLDaniels.com

(540) 683-7550
TeamDanielsVA.com

124042 _ PREMIER

$429,900

415 South St Suite C
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 636-7700

52 Oakcrest Dr Luray, VA 22835 • $429,900
MLS# VAPA2001892 • Call for Appt.

540-866-0732
MrRooter.com

540-866-0700
AireServ.com
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ondhand books. Th ey tend to lin-
ger and savor. And tell other book 
people,” she said. 

 Some of the place’s great attrac-
tions are the specialty sections, 
like the many shelves of Civil War 

books in the second room and 
the children’s colorful light-fi lled 
area at the front where books are 
arranged so they can reach them 
easily.
 “Th e books sell out very fast,” 
Tammy said. “Some of the most 
popular are the Owl and Unicorn 
Diaries for fi rst through third 
graders. 
 Th ose go out within 24 hours.”
 She added that often parents 
come in with their kids to take 
them around hoping to get them 
excited about books, but it can be 
a challenge to spark their inter-
est, even though there are always 
some who do love reading. She re-
fl ected that kids are our future, so 
it’s important to get them reading 
and learning.
 “Maybe the next generation 
won’t be so electronic!” she said 
hopefully.
 But she did note that she is see-
ing more kids getting into reading, 
especially when they can read be-
fore bedtime.
 Th e store keeps the reading list 
on hand for the local middle and 
high schools that still require 
some classics and they stock the 
audio versions as well.
 “But we’ve sold most of the 
classics to Millennials,” she said. 
“When they had to read them in 
high school, they rushed through 
them but now they have more 
time to relax and read them again.”
 Some of these popular authors 
are Jack London, Jane Austen and 
Charles Dickens.
 Th e cozy atmosphere of the 
bookstore is enhanced by Simone 
and Harper Lee, the bookshop’s 
feline mascots, who are carrying 

on the tradition of 35 years of resi-
dent cats. Th is began with Huxley 
who lived and roamed among the 
books and shelves for nineteen 
years then came Willa Catter, who 
stayed for the next ten years. 
 So now, Simone, the black cat, 
seeks out visitors to get pettted in 
the cozy nook at the front of the 
last room where she jumps up and 
nudges the cat brush on the table 
with her nose so they will brush 
her fur.
 Tammy talks with aff ection for 
the cats and notes that ever since 
she came to work at the shop since 
before Nan retired, she has con-
tinued to help with its success and 
was happy to talk about her time 
there. 
 “I love seeing the long-time cus-
tomers and the multi generations,” 
she said. “Th e three generations 
are all still coming in.”
 And Nan was always tuned into 
the community, she said.
 “Nan taught me a lot about 
working with other independent 
businesses and how it’s really im-
portant to do that,” she said, and 
noted how people have been so 
supportive of each other during 
the hard times of the pandemic 
and the shutdown.
 One of the things they did as a 
bookstore for community service 
was to donate books to the foster 
children organization, but they 
haven’t been contacted by them 

recently, so they’ve been giving 
books to nursing homes.
 When people inquire about the 
book buying policy, she tells them 
that they’re not purchasing used 
books, but they will take books for 
store credit and off er consignment 
services with a minimum of $100. 
Th ey sell some of their own books 
if they’re over $20.00 online, but 
they still rely on customers com-
ing in the store purchasing books 
to stay open.
 Nan Hathaway sold the building 
in 2010 to Kevin Seabrooke who 
is still the owner. He frequently 
comes in to check on things, es-
pecially when he’s needed, said 
Tammy.
 Royal Oak book Shop is located 
at 207 S Royal Ave. in Front Royal, 
Virginia. Call (540) 635-7070 or 
visit www.royaloakbookshop.com. 
Assistance and ordering are avail-
able 24/7 at Royaloakbooksfr@
gmail.com. Hours are Mon.- Sat. 
11 a.m. – 6 p.m., Sunday 11 -5 p.m. 
and closed Wednesdays.

– carol@areaguides.com

Kids can fi nd a colorful, entertaining, and educational variety of books on the shelves at Royal Oaks Bookshop.

Royal Oak Bookshop’s Manager Tammy Foster Bolden has found the cozy 
nook at the front of the last room to relax and chat to friends. This is also 
where the resident feline Simone often comes to check out visitors to get 
petted and to nudge the brush with her nose so they will brush her fur.

At Rural King we have an outstanding product mix with items such 
as livestock feed, farm equipment, agricultural parts, lawn mowers, 
workwear, fashion clothing, housewares and toys with Every Day Low 
Prices. Our friendly staff will help you fi nd whatever you’re looking for. 

FREE Coffee & Popcorn!FREE Coffee & Popcorn!
Rural King

465 South St. Front Royal, VA 22630
540-631-1740  •  ruralking.com

Open 7 days a week from 7am - 9pm

NOW HIRING IN FRONT ROYAL

MASTERS OF ALL THINGS

HARDWARIAN
FRONT ROYAL

Ramsey True Value Hardware
703 North Royal Avenue • Phone (540) 635-2547

BERRYVILLE
Berryville True Value Hardware

600 East Main St • Phone (540) 955-1900

ADS INSIDE:
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Red Light Culinary Studio offers prepared food for busy folks

By Ashley Miller
Warren/Frederick County Report

 Tim and Alice O’Mara, own-
ers of Red Light Culinary Studio 
in Front Royal are reaching busy 
moms, commuters, the elderly, 
and everyone in-between with 
their healthy restaurant-style qual-
ity meals, ready to put into the 
home oven, and reheated at 350 
degrees, for thirty minutes.
 “Time isn’t something you can 
get back” Alice O’Mara, General 
Manager, said. “There’s benefits to 
the people and the range of cus-
tomers that we have, from one area 

to another.” 
 Despite busy schedules, travel-
ing, illnesses, and elderly parents, 
Red Light customers share one 
common goal: a need for good, 
healthy food at reasonable prices.
 With over 30 years of experience 
in the restaurant industry, Chef 
Tim O’Mara has seen it all. He’s 
worked in many different types of 
food service environments, from 
private restaurants to corporate 
restaurants and country clubs and 
resorts. He’s spent most of his 
career managing food service op-
erations and asking himself daily, 
“How do you get a restaurant to 

make money.” 
 “It’s a very tough business to 
make money,” he said. “And it’s 
gotten exponentially more diffi-
cult.”
 What started a few years back, 
came to fruition in March 2022 
when Red Light Culinary Studio 
opened their doors to the commu-
nity after Tim recognized a need 
for personalized meals following 
spending some time as a personal 
chef during the pandemic. 
 “Covid was a game changer for 
the industry,” Tim said. “All of a 
sudden, all the dining rooms were 
empty. But everyone still needed 

food and restaurants weren’t de-
signed to do it in that way. So they 
had to, on the fly, retool every-
thing: the packaging, the systems, 
purchasing, creating apps for 
phones. Whatever it may be, they 
had to rethink all of it.” 
 “Most of us noticed for a while 
that things were pretty shaky, 
there,” Tim said. “I think it changed 
the way we think about the indus-
try.”
 Tim said he believes that the 
industry will have to adopt to the 
new normal; whatever that may be. 
 “I think people are open to dif-
ferent alternatives to how they 
consume and source their food 
now,” he said. 
 Everything at Red Light Culi-
nary Studio is made from scratch; 
no recipes are followed. Popu-
lar menu items include meatloaf, 
chicken fried chicken, salads, 
salmon, chicken marsala and 
shrimp with ricotta. This fall they 
introduced soups, available by the 
quarts. “We really wanted to bring 
it back to that reasonable, portion 
diversity of good food.” 
 Items range during the seasons, 
as Tim said they like to try and 
cook around the seasons.
 “It’s usually accidental, but we 
like to use what’s available at that 
point.” 

 Tim said he doesn’t follow any 
scientific method, it’s simply a 
“well balanced meal that’s going to 
have six to eight ounces or protein 
and fresh vegetables-a plate that 
represents a healthy, composed 
dinner plate.”
 Food products are sourced lo-
cally from Schenck Foods Co. in 
Winchester and local markets. 
 “I think it’s important for the 
elimination of or minimization of 
artificial colors and flavors, addi-
tives, and preservatives” he said. 
“It’s a big problem in today’s food 
supply and in the industry.” 
 The week’s menu goes live on 
Wednesday at 5 p.m., allowing cus-
tomers to pick their weekly meals 
and remains open until Sunday at 
5 p.m., or the items sell out- which-

These delicious, healthy finished meals are ready to go out to busy folks.

Red Light Culinary Studio owners, Tim and Alice O’Mara, say, “Our cus-
tomers share one common goal: a need for good, healthy food at reason-
able prices.”

2023 -- The perfect time to get your cat and dog 
spayed and neutered! Spay Today is our area’s non-
profit, reduced-priced spay and neuter program. 
(Office: Charles Town, WV) CHOOSE from MANY 
vets over a WIDE area! At the time of surgery, initial 
shots and tests can be obtained at lower rates.
Contact Spay Today: 
www.spay-today.org 
or call 304-728-8330
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ever comes first. 
 Menu items are prepared the 
day of pick-up, providing the 
freshest quality possible. All items 

are fully cooked and packaged in 
a recyclable container-something 
the couple believes to be very im-
portant to their customers. 

 Based on their business model, 
the O’Maras know exactly what 
portions need to be purchased 
weekly, thus allowing them to 
streamline their menus, creating 
spiritually zero waste. That allows 
them to keep their pricing more 
reasonable and manageable for the 
everyday consumer. 
 “We talked about time,” Alice 
said. “For many of our customers, 

time really isn’t something we can 
get back. Our prepared meals al-
low families to spend time togeth-
er, instead of in the kitchen cook-
ing and doing dishes.”
 Time is something most people 
wish they had more of. But for the 
O’Maras to be able to offer time 
back to a family, that’s invaluable. 
 Red Light customers come from 
all over the Shenandoah Valley 
including Huntly, Winchester, Ed-
inburg, Stephens City and Front 
Royal. The menu is interactive, al-
lowing customers to make recom-
mendations based on foods they 
love, or menu items they’ve tried 
and want to enjoy again. 
 “People approached us about 
Thanksgiving dinner,” Tim said. 
“We were surprised because we 
all just assume we sit around a big 
table together. But we didn’t realize 
how many people don’t have that.” 
 Those customers unable to trav-
el or single for the holiday were 
able to enjoy Thanksgiving in the 
comforts of their own homes. A 
recent customer poll shared that 
their Thanksgiving meal was one 
of the most popular meals in 2022. 
 Tim said he recently had a cus-
tomer say to him, “I just don’t 
know how you do it at this price.”
 Tim said, “I don’t-you do it.”
 Tim added that the fact that 
customers are willing to pre-order 
their meals, pay online, and pick 
them up, they really are the back-
bone of Red Light’s continued 

growth.
 Customer service is extremely 
important to the duo, something 
they learned while working in a 
family style restaurant in Indiana 
more than 30 years ago. Alice said 
they pride themselves on offering 
top notch service to customers 
by greeting customers when they 
pick up their meals, to answering 
phone calls or emails when a cus-
tomer misses an order.
 “We have this incredible fol-
lowing,” making home deliveries 
within three miles of the kitchen 
Alice said. “It’s developed into this 
spritely loyal customer base-al-
most like an extension of our own 
family. We see a lot of the same 
people each week. They start to 
gather and enjoy a little conversa-
tion.”
 On evenings when custom-
ers pick up their meals, Alice said 
many nights the studio is full, with 
those looking to catch up with her 
or other customers.
 “It’s become much more person-
alized that we expected,” she said. 
“We know more about their per-
sonal lives because they feel com-
fortable sharing it with us.”
 And the O’Maras have em-
braced it all.
 “They really appreciate the rel-
evance of Red Light,” Alice said. 
“Each of our customers have a spe-
cial place in what we’re offering the 
community. They’ve become our 
friends.”
 The duo is eager to see where 
they go, but at a controlled growth. 
With over 30 years of experience 
in the industry, Tim said he hopes 
to continue in a grassroots sort of 
way.
 “Word of mouth really has been 
our key to growth,” Tim said. “But 
it’s more about quality over quan-
tity-the opposite of the restaurant 
industry.”
 Red Light’s popularity on social 
media, like word of mouth, has 
aided in their success, which Alice 
said their daughter, Audrey Smith, 
has been exceptional at creating. 
“She has this way of engaging our 
followers in a funny way,” Alice 
said. Alice added that they really 
are a family-owned business as 
their son-in-law also helps make 
home deliveries and Ray, a family 
friend, helps in the kitchen part 
time.
 In the future the O’Maras said 
they hope to be able to offer cook-
ing classes to those eager to learn 
more about how to prepare meals; 
from basic classes to more experi-
mental.
 To learn more about Red Light 
Culinary Studio, visit https://www.
redlightculinarystudio.com/

– ashley.a.l.miller@gmail.com

The O’Maras of Red Light Culinary Studio prepare food made from scratch, without recipes for pickup or home 
deliveries within three miles of their Front Royal kitchen.

Check out our Facebook Page for Weekly Updated Pictures & SALE Information!!

THREE Locations!
476 North Main St.

(former Ben Franklin Store)
WOODSTOCK  540-459-2655

466 North Main St.
(To right of On Second Thought!)

WOODSTOCK  540-459-2334

390 East King Street, Suite 6
(Beside Blue Ridge Hospice Thrift Shop)

STRASBURG  540-465-2655

On Second Thought Consign & Thrift

WOODSTOCKWOODSTOCK

STRASBURGSTRASBURG
Want to freshen up your wardrobe or space with the latest styles?
We have you covered at On Second Thought Consign and Thrift! With daily sales and 
most items being 25% to 90% off, you will fi nd a deal you can’t say no to! We have the 
latest styles at a fraction of the cost!

NEW TO OUR FAMILY: Looking for unique items or quality furniture? In the same 
shopping plaza and just a few doors down from our On Second Thought Consign & Thrift 
Woodstock location, you will fi nd a huge store fi lled to the brim with over 100 vendors! We 
are currently showcasing furniture, antiques, Longaberger baskets and many other unique 
and vintage items. You truly have to see it to believe it! 

WOODSTOCKWOODSTOCK

Valley Treasures has joined the 
On Second Thought family!!!

BOGO 40% OFF
ENDS 4/30

855-843-5174

BOGO 40% OFF
ENDS 4/30
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Friday, January 27, 2023: Mostly 
sunny, with a high near 41. West wind 
7 to 10 mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a 
low around 27. Southwest wind 5 to 10 
mph, with gusts as high as 18 mph.

Saturday: Partly sunny, with a high 
near 51. Southwest wind 6 to 9 mph.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with 
a low around 32.

Sunday: A chance of showers after 
1pm. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
51. Chance of precipitation is 30%.

Sunday Night: A chance of showers 
after 1am. Cloudy, with a low around 
39. Chance of precipitation is 30%.

Monday: Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 53.

Monday Night: Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 36.

Tuesday: A chance of showers. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 46. 
Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Tuesday Night: Showers likely. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 32. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Wednesday: A chance of show-
ers. Partly sunny, with a high near 45. 
Chance of precipitation is 50%.

Wednesday Night: A chance of 
showers. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 26. Chance of precipitation is 
40%.

Th ursday: A chance of showers. 
Partly sunny, with a high near 40.

ENGLE’S ANGLE:
“Don’t Worry Honey 

(Th e Homeowner Blues)”

by Kevin S. Engle

 Wrote this song.  Hope you’ll like it.
 It’s not real long.
 $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
 Unhappy spouse at my house.
 I’ll tell you why even if it makes me 
cry.
 At the peak we got a leak.
 Need a new roof and that’s no spoof.
 Shingles.
 Just sayin’ it gives me the tingles.
 Th at’s why I wrote this jingle.
 Don’t worry honey.  It’s only money.
 Need a new machine that gets our 
clothes clean.
 Undies and blue jeans.
 Th ere goes more green.
 Don’t worry honey.  It’s only money.
 Furnace was about to go so we 
shelled out more dough.

 Got one.  Glad that’s done.
 Don’t worry honey.  It’s only money.
 When I cut the grass, I sit on my 
a$$.
 But now my tractor’s broke.
 Needs a cam shaft.  I had to laugh.
 Don’t worry honey.  It’s only money.
 Have a small camera.  A point and 
shoot.
 It’s not working.  Th ere goes more 
loot.
 Don’t worry honey.  It’s only money.
 All this ain’t funny.  
 Just hope the days ahead are more 
sunny.
 Don’t worry honey.  It’s only money.
 $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
 Here’s a poem.  Th e Grocery Store 
Blues.
 Eggs.  Five 5 bucks a dozen.
 Need me a Colonel, or a cousin.
 Who raises chickens.  Finger lickin’.
 $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
 Th e author’s goin’ broke.  And that’s 
no joke.

– kevinengle456@comcast.net
Th e Best of Engle’s Angle is available 

online or pick up a signed copy at a lo-
cal bookstore. 

Ask Stewart

Howdy Stewart!

 What should I be doing during the 
winter to help my trees?

– Blake

 Good question Blake!  We don’t of-
ten think about our trees during the 
winter when we are spending most of 
our time indoors trying to stay warm. 
But this is a good time to do three 

things for your trees.
 Removing dangerous trees or 
branches may be the best winter tree 
care tip. Get out and take a look at 
your trees. Winter weather can weigh 
you down with heavy winter clothing, 
and it can also weigh down your trees. 
Snow and ice storms can wreak havoc 
on your trees, and if they are in a dan-
gerous place like overhanging your 
roof or other structures, you are set-
ting yourself up for disaster.
 Pruning is the practice of cutting off  
limb growth and structuring the look 
of a tree so that it looks well-kept and 
so that, in the spring, it blossoms as 
it should. By taking off  limbs that are 
struggling or aren’t getting the neces-
sary foliage you will strengthen the in-
tegrity of the entire tree, and focus the 
trees resources in the right direction.  
NOTE: If you unsure how or what to 
prune you can contact the Tree Stew-
ards for help.  Th ey will even let you 
practice on someone else’s trees fi rst! 
 Winter is a perfect time for remov-
ing invasive plants on or around your 
trees. Plants like English ivy, wisteria, 
porcelain berry, and  other vines take 
water and nutrients away from the 
tree. Th ey can crowd, cover, and bend 
over branches, making branches vul-
nerable to breakage, blocking sunlight 
trees need,  and generally weaken-
ing the tree’s overall health, making 
it more susceptible to opportunistic 
pests. Pulling invasive plants, ivy, and 
other vines and weeds by hand is one 
of the best ways to remove them – be-
ing careful not to damage tree bark, 
and to wear gloves to protect your 
hands.
 Spring is coming!
 Your Pal in the Trees,

– Stewart
Th e Front Royal/Warren County 

Tree Steward program began in 1997 
with volunteers dedicated to improv-
ing the health of trees by providing 
educational programs, tree planting 
and care demonstrations, and tree 

maintenance throughout the commu-
nity. Th e group now consists of over 30 
active members with several interns 
working toward becoming certifi ed tree 
stewards from our annual “All About 
Trees Class”. Each month Stewart will 
answer a question from our readers. 
Please forward it to “Stewart” in care 
of: 

frwctreestewards@comcast.net
and we may publish it in a future issue. 
Please visit our website at:

www.treesfrontroyal.org

Belle Grove Plantation to Host 
Th irteen Events for the “Hite of 

Excellence Extraordinary Series of 
Sumptuous Feasts”

2023 Series to Kick Off  with Party on 
Saturday, February 4
 Belle Grove Plantation will host 13 
events in its 2023 “Hite of Excellence 
Extraordinary Series of Sumptuous 
Feasts.” Th e series includes a variety 
of dinners and activities throughout 
the year. It is one of Belle Grove’s 
most important fundraisers that has 
been going on for 25 years. Th anks to 
the generosity of the event hosts and 
sponsors, proceeds from ticket sales 
go to directly support Belle Grove’s 
education, research, and historic pres-
ervation projects.
 Th e “Hite of Excellence” Dinner Se-

ries will begin with a Kick-Off  Cock-
tail Party at Belle Grove Plantation on 
Saturday, February 4, 2023, from 6 to 
8:30 p.m. Th e party is the fi rst chance 
for guests to purchase tickets to the 
2023 events (outlined below). Some 
have limited attendance and will sell 
out quickly. Th e party will also feature 
hors d’oeuvres, an open bar, and a si-
lent auction.  Tickets for the Kick-Off  
Party are $25 per person or $40 for 
two people. and may be purchased at 
www.bellegrove.org. Tickets will also 
be sold at the door that evening with 
cash and credit cards accepted.
 Th is year’s series will have some-
thing for everyone, from learning how 
to identify spring birdsong, to line 
dancing, to a private vineyard tour. 
Tickets that are not sold at the Kick-
Off  Party will go on sale at www.bel-
legrove.org on Wednesday February 8, 
2023.
 “Th e Kick-Off  Party is an evening 
out to plan a whole year of fun,” said 
Kristen Laise, Executive Director of 
Belle Grove. “It is a great way to meet 
new people, try new activities, and see 
new places.”
 Belle Grove Plantation is located 
at 336 Belle Grove Road, which is off  
Route 11 just south of Middletown, 
Virginia.  It is a non-profi t historic 
house museum that is a National Trust 
for Historic Preservation site.  It is also 
a partner in the Cedar Creek & Belle 
Grove National Historical Park. Belle 
Grove is currently closed for the win-
ter and will reopen for tours on Satur-
day, March 18, 2023.
 2023 Calendar of Sumptuous Feasts 
& Events
 Advanced tickets will be on sale at 
the Kick-Off  Party on Saturday, Febru-

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 514-2932

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY 
PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!
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ary 4, 2023 and some events will sell 
out that evening.
 If tickets remain, they will go on sale 
at www.bellegrove.org starting Febru-
ary 8, 2023.
 March 8  Laughter on the 23rd 
Floor at the Winchester Little Th eatre  
Inspired by Neil Simon’s experience 
writing for Sid Caesar’s Your Show of 
Shows, this comedy will have you roll-
ing in the aisles. Belle Grove has re-
served the theater for our own exclu-
sive performance and champagne and 
dessert will be served at intermission.  
 April 22  Birdsong Breakfast  Start 
Earth Day breakfasting with Dr. David 
E. Carr, Director of Blandy Experi-
mental Farm who will teach us how to 
identify spring birdsongs on the Belle 
Grove grounds.
 May 6  Mount Jackson Evening by 
the Mediterranean  Enjoy an exotic 
evening of delicious food from Th e Le-
vant—the Middle Eastern area of the 
Mediterranean—at Mount Jackson’s 
oldest house on Main Street.
 May 20  Line Dancing Fun  For a 
foot-stomping good time, come out to 
Belle Grove to learn line dancing and 
then show off  your new skills.
 June 11  Belle Grove Paint Party  
Spend a Sunday afternoon on the front 
lawn of Belle Grove painting the view 
with artist Kelly Walker. It will be fun, 
easy, and there will be wine and cheese 
too!
 June 24  Rock and Roll Sock Hop  
Dust off  your poodle skirt and step 
back in time with the Movin’ On Band, 
burgers, root beer fl oats, and more. 
 July 15  Bluegrass in the Barn with 
Five of A Kind  A Belle Grove sum-
mertime tradition! Tap your toes to 
one of our favorite local bands and en-

joy the sunset view from the Beverley 
B. Shoemaker Welcome Center.
 September 9  Ramshead Private 
Vineyard Tour  Take a tour of a private 
Valley vineyard and learn about small 
batch wine making then sit around the 
fi re for a not-your-average s’mores bar 
and warm drinks. 
 September 23  Seafood Feast at 
Shaff er’s BBQ  On their picnic pavilion 
overlooking Cedar Creek Battlefi eld, 
savor the end of summer with shrimp, 
crabs, and great sides.  
 October 14  Oktoberfest at La 
Grange Barn  Celebrate October Ba-
varian style with bratwurst and sauer-
kraut, pretzels and mustard, beer and 
live music, and togetherness in the 
historic La Grange Barn.
 October 28  Tea at Hogwarts  Af-
ternoon Tea at Hogwarts School of 
Witchcraft and Wizardry will include 
an array of sumptuous savories and 
tasty treats enjoyed by all Hogwarts 
students—and maybe a bit of mischief 
and magic in the air?
 December 3  Festive Christmas Tea 
at Belle Grove Plantation  A holiday 

classic—afternoon tea in the Manor 
House, which will be decorated for the 
season.
 December 10  Cocktails at Christ-
mas  Our favorite way to end the year 
is with a spirited party featuring a sig-
nature cocktail and music in the Par-
lor!

John P. Scaperotto, 44

Winchester man facing multiple 
charges after pursuit

 A Winchester man was behind bars 
on multiple charges after he allegedly 
fl ed law enforcement Th ursday, Jan. 
19. Virginia State Police have charged 
John P. Scaperotto, 44, in Frederick 
County with two felony counts of pos-
session of a schedule I/II drug, one fel-
ony count of eluding law enforcement, 
one felony count of assault on law en-
forcement, one misdemeanor count 
of reckless driving, one misdemeanor 
count of driving on a revoked license, 
one misdemeanor count of fi ctitious 
vehicle registration, one misdemeanor 
count of operating an uninsured ve-
hicle, and one misdemeanor count of 
littering. Scaperotto was also charged 
with several traffi  c infractions includ-
ing speeding, failure to stop at a stop 
sign, failure to stop at a red light, and 
failure to wear a seatbelt. He was also 
wanted out of Frederick County for 

failure to appear in court.
 State Police initiated the traffi  c stop 
at approximately 8:10 a.m., as a Chev-
rolet pick-up truck was traveling south 
on Route 37 in Frederick County. Th e 
violation was for speeding - as the 
Chevrolet was driving 80 mph in a 
posted 65 mph zone. Th e Chevrolet 
refused to stop, and a pursuit was ini-
tiated.
 Th e pursuit continued onto Route 
50 and Route 522 before continuing 
back onto Route 37, where Chevro-
let crossed the median and entered 
the southbound travel lanes traveling 
north. As the Chevrolet crossed back 
into the median it attempted again 
to go in the wrong direction. A state 
trooper struck the Chevrolet with 
his patrol car in an attempt to stop 
it from going in the wrong direction. 
Th e Chevrolet continued northbound, 
traveling in the right direction, where 
it eventually ran off  the left side of the 
roadway into the median and collided 
with a guardrail. Th e driver, Scaperot-
to, was taken into custody and trans-
ported to the Northwestern Regional 
Adult Detention Center, where he was 
held without bond.   
 One trooper suff ered minor injuries 
during the course of the pursuit.  
 Th e pursuit reached speeds of up to 
100 mph.

Traffi  c stop results in drug arrests 
and signifi cant property seizure

 On January 5, 2023, at 08:18 PM, 
Warren County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce Depu-
ty T. Poe conducted a traffi  c stop on a 

white 1999 Mercury passenger vehicle 
at the intersection of Winchester Road 
and Riverton Road. Th e vehicle was 
stopped for making an illegal left turn 
from Strasburg Road onto Route 522. 
A subsequent search of the vehicle and 
its occupants revealed a bag contain-
ing approximately 22 grams of white 
powdery substance purported to be 
crack cocaine, nine small rocks of sus-
pected cocaine, several drug parapher-
nalia smoking devices and $16,398 in 
United States Currency.  Th e vehicle, 
currency and drugs were seized pur-
suant to the arrests of the occupants. 
Th e driver, Arthur L. Summers (age 
62) of Front Royal and his passenger 
Melissa P. Myers (age 58) of Arlington, 
Virginia were arrested and charged 
with possession with intent to deliver 
(PWID) crack cocaine (§18.2-248 of 
Code of Virginia) and possession of 
drug paraphernalia (§18.2-251).

Business owner arrested on charges 
of possession of child pornography

 Th e Owner / Operator of the Win-
chester Skating and Family Fun Center 
located at 1629 Berryville Pike in Win-
chester, was arrested on January 13th 
on two counts of possession of child 
pornography and Driving Under the 
Infl uence.
 Multiple allegations of taking inde-
cent liberties with a minor were made 
against Edgar Jackson by several for-
mer female employees of the business. 
Th e victims, all juveniles at the time 
of the alleged off enses, are adults now 
and came forward wishing to have 
the matter looked into. Th e Criminal 
Investigations Division (CID) of the 
sheriff ’s offi  ce interviewed the victims 
and, based on information obtained, 
executed a search warrant at the busi-
ness on January 10th.
 Items of evidentiary value were 
seized to include electronic devices 
that were forensically examined and 
found to contain photographs of child 
pornography. Based on these initial 
fi ndings, investigators obtained two 
warrants for possession of child por-
nography and placed a lookout for 
Jackson for arrest.
 Friday afternoon, Jackson was locat-
ed by sheriff ’s offi  ce deputies behind 
the wheel of a Chrysler 300 passenger 
car on Martinsburg Pike (Route 11 
North) at the I-81 interchange where a 
traffi  c stop was  executed. Jackson was 
transporting a 16-year old male at the 
time and was found to have a blood 
alcohol content above the .08 legal 
limit. Jackson was  arrested for DUI 
and transported to the regional adult 
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detention center on that violation and 
for service of the two outstanding war-
rants. At the time of this release, Jack-
son was being held without bond.
 Preliminary investigations indicate 
these off enses, and allegations, have 
been limited to juvenile employees of 
the business and future charges are 
pending. Anyone with additional in-
formation pertaining to this ongoing 
investigation is requested to contact 
Frederick County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce CID 
at 540-504-6577.

Crystal Cline launches campaign 
for Warren County Sheriff 

 Crystal Cline is offi  cially announc-
ing her run for Warren County Sheriff . 
A longtime Warren County resident 
and veteran of the Front Royal Police 
Department, Cline will seek the Re-
publican nomination. Her campaign 
kick-off  fundraiser is scheduled for 
February 4, 2023. 
 “Over the last three years, our Sher-
iff ’s Offi  ce has faced a crisis in leader-
ship, resulting in the loss of trust and 
respect for the agency and the depar-
ture of many superb deputies. As your 
Sheriff , I will reestablish the agency’s 
standing with the community. I will 
bring a fresh, balanced perspective to 
improve department culture, restore 

integrity, improve transparency, and 
ensure the safety of all Warren County 
residents,” said Cline.
 Cline has served the Town of Front 
Royal for over 22 years in law en-
forcement. She currently serves as 
the Operations Captain, which is the 
operational commander of the patrol 
and investigations divisions (criminal 
and narcotic) . Captain Cline also su-
pervises all critical response areas, in-
cluding the Emergency Services Team 
(SWAT), Crisis Negotiations Team, 
and the Civil Disturbance Unit.  
 Cline holds a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Business Administration 
from Roanoke College and is currently 
completing a Master of Science in 
Criminal Justice Administration from 
the University of the Cumberlands. 
 Crystal and her husband, George, 
are residents of Warren County. Th ey 
raised eight children together, all of 
whom attended and graduated from 
Warren County Public Schools. Crys-
tal and George are also the proud 
parents of three rambunctious pups: 
Cooper, Tango, and Cash. 
 A new website will be up and run-
ning soon that will provide more 
information about our candidate 
and her campaign. Th ere is a Face-
book page “Crystal Cline for Warren 
County Sheriff ” that provides a link 
to her campaign kick -off  event on 
February 4th. For further details on 

Crystal Cline’s campaign kick -off  or if 
you want to buy paper tickets , please 
email 2023@crystalcline4sheriff .com

VDOT reopens Route 522 
southbound lanes at rockslide site 

west of Winchester

 Th e Virginia Department of Trans-
portation reopened the southbound 
lanes on Route 522 (North Freder-
ick Pike) between Winchester and 
Gainesboro in Frederick County. Th is 
is the site of a rockslide that occurred 
late on Friday, January 13. Earlier on 
January 24 all Route 522 lanes were 
closed out of caution due observed 
slide activity. 
 VDOT offi  cials examined the site 
and determined the slide is stabilized 
enough to reopen the southbound 
lanes. Th e northbound lanes remain 
closed next to the slide activity.
 Th e Route 522 northbound lanes 
are closed from Route 608 (Hunting 
Ridge Road) to Route 684 (Gainesboro 
Road).
 In this location the average daily 
traffi  c volume is approximately 18,000 
vehicles per day.

 Route 522 is a four-lane divided 
highway in this location. A detour on 
the southbound lanes will accommo-
date all northbound and southbound 
traffi  c. Route 522 will have a single 
southbound lane and a single north-
bound lane in this area. Travelers are 
advised to use caution with the tem-
porary traffi  c pattern.
 Both ends of the detour will have 
Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion crew members present to help 
direct traffi  c 24/7 during this event. 
Local law enforcement will assist to 
ensure traffi  c does not enter the slide 
area, which remains unstable and ex-
tremely dangerous.
 Th e rockslide occurred around 11 
p.m. on Friday, January 13. Th e Route 
522 northbound lanes were immedi-
ately closed by VDOT.
 Upon inspection in the daylight 
hours of Saturday, January 14 a more 
signifi cant slope failure was discov-

ered above the rockslide location.
 VDOT has contracted with General 
Excavation Inc. (GEI) of Warrenton, 
Virginia to perform the slope repairs.

District Fire Chief Homer Larry 
Cross Funeral Notifi cation

 It is with great sadness that we an-
nounce the passing of District Fire 
Chief Homer Larry Cross (Age 74) of 
the Fortsmouth Volunteer Fire De-
partment.  On Monday, January 23, 
2023 members of the Fortsmouth Vol-
unteer Fire Department discovered 
District Chief Cross unresponsive at 
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the Fire Station and began life-saving 
intervention procedures but unfortu-
nately, the Chief was pronounced de-
ceased at the station. 
 Chief Cross began his career as a 
firefighter with Fortsmouth Volunteer 
Fire Department in 1983.  Later serv-
ing his community as a long-tenured 
District Chief where he dedicated 
himself to saving lives and helping 
those in need. Through his years in the 

fire service, Chief Cross felt honored 
to work alongside a fantastic group 
of men and women, many of whom 
serve in various fire service leadership 
capacities across the Commonwealth’s 
Fire Service today. 
 “District Fire Chief Homer Cross 
was an inspiration for our Depart-
ment and a fixture on almost every fire 
ground” stated Fire Chief James Bon-
zano.  “He was a dedicated fire officer 

but above all else a great friend whose 
legacy will certainly live on through 
the care and compassion he instilled 
in the next generation of our Fire De-
partment.”   
 Arrangements for District Chief 
Cross are as follows: 
 Family Night will be held Monday, 
January 30, 2023, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm. 
at Maddox Funeral Home located at 
105 W. Main Street, Front Royal VA.  
 A Funeral Service with Fire Service 
and Military Service Honors for Dis-
trict Chief Cross will be held on Tues-
day, January 31, 2023, at 12:00 pm at 
Riverton United Methodist Church 
located at 55 E. Strasburg Road, Front 
Royal VA.   
 A procession will be conducted 
from the church to Panorama Memo-
rial Gardens where final respects will 
be paid.  
 The Cross Family will receive guests 
following the service at the Front Roy-
al Volunteer Fire Station located at 221 
N. Commerce Avenue, Front Royal 

VA.

SAR Commemorates Battle of 
Cowpens at Mt Hebron

 On 14 January 2023, the Colonel 
James Wood II Chapter of the Vir-
ginia Society Sons of the American 
Revolution conducted a ceremony 
to commemorate the Battle of Cow-
pens.  The event was held at Mt He-
bron Cemetery, near the grave site of 
Daniel Morgan.  Morgan was the com-
mander of the American forces and 
won this decisive action against one 
of the elite units in the British Army.  

This battle was the turning point in the 
southern campaign of the War for In-
dependence.  It was fought on 17 Janu-
ary 1781 near the town of Cowpens, 
South Carolina.  General Nathanael 
Green was the commander of the 
American Army in the south.  He split 
his army, sending Morgan to south-
west to cut supply lines and hamper 
British operations in the back coun-
try.  General Lord Cornwallis, British 
commander sent Lieutenant Colonel 
Banastre Tarleton to find and defeat 
Morgan. Tarleton was highly regarded 
by Cornwallis, but feared and hated by 
the Americans.  It was his army at the 
Battle of Waxhaws where American 
soldiers attempting to surrender were 
given no quarter.  This became known 
as Bufords Massacre and infuriated 
the colonists.  Morgan’s Army was 
joined by militia units, increasing his 
force to about 2,000 men.  Tarleton led 
an army of 1,150 men, chasing Morgan 
through harsh weather conditions and 

CLUES ACROSS
1. Shed tears
5. Luxury jewelry designer
10. Goddess of wisdom
12. Convert into a particular form
14. Working-class people
16. It borders Canada (abbr.)
18. A princess can detect its presence
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15. Swiss river
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40. Pharaoh of Lower Egypt
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49. Entrails of animal used as food
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rough terrain.  Morgan chose the spot 
for the battle and deployed his troop in 
three lines in an open pasture known 
as cowpens.  The land was between 
two low hills with the Broad River 
at his back.  Tarleton was an aggres-
sive leader who pushed his men hard 
on an exhausting march to catch the 
Americans.  Morgan developed a plan 
of double envelopment which led to 
a devastating defeat for the British.  
With superior tactics, he crushed an 
elite British army which eventually 
led to the Siege of Yorktown and the 
American victory in the War of Inde-
pendence.  Morgan’s army had 72 ca-
sualties and the British suffered over 
300 casualties with over 500 men cap-
tured.
 The ceremony was attended by five 
SAR chapters, Colonel James Wood II 
(CJW), Sgt Maj John Champe (SJC), 
Fairfax Resolves (FR), Culpeper Min-
utemen (CMM) and Fort Harrison 
(FH).  The Daughters of the American 
Revolution were represented by the 
Lane’s Mill Chapter.  A presentation 
was given by compatriot Michael St 
Jacques with wreath presentations fol-
lowed by a musket vollet to commem-
orate the occasion.  Participating from 
the SAR were Brian Bayliss, Ken Bon-
ner, Bryan Buck, Paul Christensen, 
Dave Cook, Jim Cordes, Forrest Crain, 
Dale Corey, Chip Daniel, Doug Hall, 
Charles Jameson, Brett Osborn, Den-
nis Parmerter, Eric Robinson, Marc 
Robinson, Bill Schwetke,Jim Simmons, 
Mike St. Jacques, Richard Tyler, Mike 
Weyler.  Photo is the musket squad 
firing a salute l. to r. Jim Cordes, Ken 
Bonner, Mike St Jacques, Paul Chris-
tensen, Bill Schwetke, Dave Cook, 
Thomas “Chip” Daniel and Doug Hall 
(photo courtesy of Anita Bonner).

Samuels Public Library Youth 
Programming: February, 2023

 These are the events being present-
ed by the Youth Services Department 
at Samuels Public Library during the 
month of February 2023.  More infor-
mation about Samuels Library and the 
programs and services available can be 
found at www.samuelslibrary.net or by 
calling (540) 635-3153.
 Wednesday, February 1
 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  
Bring your toddler to a potpourri of 
simple stories, fun songs, and a cute 
craft all about the Hot Cocoa! Siblings 
welcome. Registration is required.
 11:00AM - Preschool Story Time.  
Come for an enjoyable hour filled with 
amazing tales, exciting sing-alongs, 
finger plays, and a nifty craft! Hot Co-
coa will be the theme of our stories, 
songs, and craft. Siblings welcome. 
Registration is required. 
 Thursday, February 2

 6:00 PM – Teens Connect.  Do you 
love being creative and want to find 
new books to dive into?  Come join us 
once a month to enjoy different activi-
ties ranging from crafts, games, and 
more.  This month we will be Recreat-
ing Book Covers!  For ages 12-18. Reg-
istration is required.
 Saturday, February 4
 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM - Dungeons 
& Dragons.  Join us as we continue 
our quest to gather and save knowl-
edge.  For ages 12-18.  Registration is 
required.
 Monday, February 6
 11:00 AM – Music & Movement for 
Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed 
and joyful time with our little ones as 
we incorporate music, beginning yoga, 
and multisensory activities designed 
to delight your baby. Registration is 
required.
 Tuesday, February 7
 4:30 PM - Science Scouts. Children 
will investigate a different STEM-
related topic bi-weekly. This week’s 
theme is Hearts and Using Stetho-
scopes.   For ages 6-11.  Registration is 
required.   
 Wednesday, February 8
 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  
Bring your toddler to a potpourri of 
simple stories, fun songs, and a cute 
craft all about Valentines! Siblings wel-
come. Registration is required.
 11:00AM - Preschool Story Time.  
Come for an enjoyable hour filled with 
amazing tales, exciting sing-alongs, 
finger plays, and a nifty craft! Valen-
tines will be the theme of our stories, 
songs, and craft. Siblings welcome. 
Registration is required. 
 Saturday, February 11
 11:00 AM – Old Fashioned Valen-

tines!  For ages 6-11.  Come listen to 
Valentine stories and make an old-
fashioned Valentines to give!  Registra-
tion is required.
 2:00 PM – Discuss This Book.  For 
ages 12-18.  If you are a teen who likes 
to talk about books, music, shows,… 
then come join us!  Registration is re-
quired.
 Monday, February 13
 11:00 AM – Music & Movement for 
Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed 
and joyful time with our little ones as 
we incorporate music, beginning yoga, 
and multisensory activities designed 
to delight your baby. Registration is 
required.
 Tuesday, February 14
 10:30 AM – Homeschool Hub. For 
ages 6-11. Children will work together 
as they go through the scientific meth-
od, gathering data, and drawing con-
clusions.  The topic this week is Lungs. 
Registration is required.  
 Wednesday, February 15
 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  
Bring your toddler to a potpourri of 
simple stories, fun songs, and a cute 
craft all about Surprises! Siblings wel-
come. Registration is required.
 11:00AM - Preschool Story Time.  
Come for an enjoyable hour filled with 
amazing tales, exciting sing-alongs, 
finger plays, and a nifty craft! Surprises 
will be the theme of our stories, songs, 
and craft. Siblings welcome. Registra-
tion is required. 
 Saturday, February 18
 2:00 PM – Press Play.  For ages 11-
18.  Come join us in a Super Smash 
Brothers Tournament!  Registration is 
required.
 Monday, February 20
 Library is closed in observance of 

Presidents Day.
 Tuesday, February 21
 4:30 PM - Science Scouts. Children 
will investigate a different STEM-
related topic bi-weekly. This week’s 
theme is Lungs.  For ages 6-11.  Reg-

istration is required.  
 Wednesday, February 22
 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  
Bring your toddler to a potpourri of 
simple stories, fun songs, and a cute 
craft all about Horse Tales! Siblings 

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 3/30/2023. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2023 BCI Acrylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(866) 491-9867
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES 3/30/2023

$1000
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**AND

Military & Senior Discounts Available

STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE 
ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS 
ROOF STYLES

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles 
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an 
architectural roo� ng system by Erie Metal Roofs 
can enhance the beauty of your home while 
protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

Made in 
the USA

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertise-
ment placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and 
conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires 
March 31, 2023. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by 
telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates 
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a 
DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on 
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 3.31.23

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-877-462-9017

*Special price is for fi rst lawn application only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new 
residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability 
of services may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in conjunction with any 
other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. 
†Purchase of annual lawn plan required for Healthy Lawn Analysis, which is performed at the 
fi rst visit. America’s #1 lawn care company based on U.S. market share of professional lawn care 
companies. 2021 MMR Brand Health Tracker. ◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. 
BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2022 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In 
Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

Call for your FREE, no-obligation quote today!

1-888-901-2555

Let the experts at TruGreen® provide a tailored plan 
that can help your lawn look its very best year-round.

50%
OFF*

Save now with

Your First Application

Caring for next 
spring’s perfect lawn 

starts now.
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welcome.  Registration is required.
 11:00AM – Preschool Story Time.  
Read With the Sheriff! This week we 
will have a special guest from the Sher-
iff ’s office!  Come in for an enjoyable 
hour filled with amazing Horse Tales, 
exciting sing-alongs, finger plays, and 
a nifty craft! Registration required. 
 Monday, February 27
 11:00 AM – Music & Movement for 
Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed 
and joyful time with our little ones as 
we incorporate music, beginning yoga, 
and multisensory activities designed 
to delight your baby. Registration is 

required.
 Tuesday, February 28
 10:30 AM – Homeschool Hub. For 
ages 6-11. Children will work together 
as they go through the scientific meth-
od, gathering data, and drawing con-
clusions.  The topic this week is Chain 
Reactions. Registration is required.  

Samuels Public Library Adult 
Programming: February, 2023

 You can find and register for all 
library events on our website, www.
samuelslibrary.net
 The Library will be closed for Presi-
dent’s Day, Monday, February 20th.
 Adult Winter Reading Wonder-
land: Winter reading isn’t just for kids! 
Check out Samuels Public Library’s 
2023 Adult Winter Reading club from 
Tuesday, January 3rd to Sunday, Feb-

ruary 28th. Programs include DIY 
crafts, art workshops, photography 
and more! There’s something for ev-
eryone this winter at Samuels Library! 
Register for the winter reading pro-
gram for a chance to win awesome 
prizes. Record each book you read 
online through Beanstack or ask refer-
ence staff to record titles for you. You 
will receive one entry in our biweekly 
drawing for every print, eBook and 
audiobook you record. You can also 
download free ebooks, magazines, 

videos and music on our website so 
don’t miss out!
 Adult Winter Reading Writ-
ing Contest - For the first month of 
AWR, we’re having a writing contest 
for all adults. The prompt: write up 
to two pages about a magical wintry 
day in the Shenandoah Valley! It can 
be real or fictional; we accept poetry, 
too. Submission forms and details are 
available at the Adult Reference Desk. 
You must have a submission form. 
Submissions are due by Tuesday, Jan-

uary 31 midnight, and will be judged 
by our very own Pen & Prose Creative 
Writing Group! Winners will be an-
nounced at the end of Winter Read-
ing. Email us at reference@samuelsli-
brary.net for any questions.
 A.R.E. Inc. Free STI Testing - 
In-Person. Did you know that 1 in 5 
people in the USA have an STI? Win-
chester’s AIDS Response Effort, Inc. 
(A.R.E.) will be at the library Wednes-
day, February 1st at 1:00 PM to pro-

 Spaghetti has been enjoyed around the 
world for centuries. While spaghetti is 
most often associated with Italy, pasta has 
deep ties to other Mediterranean nations 
like Greece, and several territories of the 
Middle East and Arabian Peninsula. In 
fact, centuries ago dry durable pasta was 
one of the main sources of nutrition for 
Arab traders, including those who landed 
in Sicily.
 The flavor profile of spaghetti can 
change significantly depending on which 
ingredients are added. Cooks needn’t 
feel beholden to the standard “spaghetti 
and meatballs” recipe. “Spaghetti with 
Shrimp, Feta and Dill,” for example, may 
take its inspiration from Greek cooking. 
Enjoy this recipe, courtesy of “Real Sim-
ple Dinner Tonight: Done!” (Time Home 
Entertainment) from the editors of Real 
Simple.

Spaghetti with Shrimp, Feta and Dill
Serves 4

12 ounces spaghetti (3⁄4 box)
1⁄4 cup plus 1 tablespoon olive oil
1 pound peeled and deveined large shrimp
 Kosher salt and black pepper
2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
1 teaspoon grated lemon zest
3 ounces feta, crumbled (3⁄4 cup)
2 tablespoons coarsely chopped fresh dill

 Cook the pasta according to the package di-
rections, drain and return it to the pot. Mean-
while, heat 1 tablespoon of the oil in a large 
skillet over medium-high heat. Season the 
shrimp with 1⁄2 teaspoon salt and 1⁄4 teaspoon 
pepper and cook, tossing occasionally, until 
opaque throughout, 3 to 4 minutes. Stir in the 
lemon juice and zest.
 Add the shrimp mixture to the pasta, along 
with the feta, dill, the remaining 1⁄4 cup of oil, 
and 1⁄4 teaspoon each salt and pepper. Toss to 
combine.   – wfcreport.com

Spaghetti is a versatile component 
in many meals

See BRIEFS, 22

Limited dates remain. Book your event now: dan@route11dj.com

Upcoming events with Dan McDermott
Sat. Jan. 28 (7-11pm)

Karaoke NASCAR Party at Edinburg VFW
(Special Event Open to Public)

Sat. Feb. 4 (7-10pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

Sat. Feb. 18 (6-10pm)
Private Event in Edinburg, Va.

Tues. Feb. 28 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

Tues. Mar. 14 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

Tues. Mar. 28 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

*Private clubs open to members and properly invited guests

route11dj.com

New
Beginnings
Community
Greetings

“Introducing Your Business to 
New Homeowners in our Community”

P.O. Box 1025 • Front Royal VA  22630

540-635-8660
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vide free STI testing for the commu-
nity. Testing includes: HIV, Hepatitis 
B & C, Chlamydia, Gonorrhea, and 
Syphilis. A.R.E will be at the library 
every 1st Wednesday of the month.

General Education Development 
- In-person. Samuels Public Library 
is proud to host Laurel Ridge Com-
munity College’s General Education 
Development course. Th is course is 
every Tuesday & Th ursday from 10:00 
AM  to 12:00 PM (except on school 
holidays or closings) and is completely 
free. Let this course be the stepping 
stone to your success. More informa-
tion on registrations dates and dead-
lines can be found on the LFCC web-
site https://lfcc.edu/adult-education/

A Bad Romance Screening - In 
Person - Do you consider yourself a 
hopeless romantic? Are bad romances 
a guilty pleasure of yours? Can you 
quote every line from your favorite 
rom-com? Th en you should join us 
Wednesday, February 1st at 6:00 PM 
for a special Valentine’s Day meet-
ing of our Bad Romance discussion 
group where we talk about all things 
related to the Romance genre. For this 
meeting we will be showing Just Like 
Heaven Starring Reese Witherspoon 

and Mark Ruff alo. Light refreshments 
will be provided. 

Genealogy Club - Hybrid, virtual 
and in-person. Interested in your fam-
ily’s history? Already done extensive 
research and wanna be able to share 
your fi nds? Join us on Wednesday, 
February 8th at 6:00 PM when both 
novices and experts alike can come to-
gether and talk about diff erent geneal-
ogy topics. Th is event will be held ev-
ery second Wednesday of the month.

Photography and Beyond: Th e 
Look of Love - Virtual - February is 
a wonderful time to share our favor-
ite photos that express love. Join us 
Saturday, February 11th at 10:00 AM 
for a themed photography and be-
yond workshop. Prior to the session, 
you will get instructions and tips for 
capturing a loving photo. It can be a 
photo of a person, pet, wildlife, favor-
ite place, or magical moment.  Please 
register in advance so we can provide 
guidance for preparing and participat-
ing in this program.

Wine Glass Snowglobes - In-per-
son - Join us Saturday, February 11th 
at 2:00 PM for a fun craft workshop 
where we’ll transform wine glasses 
into candle-holding snow globes! Sup-
plies are limited so registration is re-

quired.
Getting Real About Getting Old

- In-person - Are you going to fam-
ily events and suddenly realizing you 
are one of the Old Ones?  A fall, ac-
cident, or sudden illness can change 
your life in a heartbeat. If you want to 
be in charge of how you live as you get 
older, come to the library Th ursday, 
February 9th at 2:00PM or Th ursday 
Febuary 23rd at 6:30 PM for an info 
session on how to plan for the future 
and retain your voice. We will be 
talking about topics such as living ar-
rangements, where to seek help, and 
fi nancial planning for those who want 
to start preparing now. Th is session is 
especially appropriate for those 60 and 
older, or those with parents over 60.

Pen & Prose: Creative Writing 
Group - Hybrid, virtual and in-per-
son. Love writing or looking to learn 
how? Come to our ongoing creative 
writing club, Wednesday, February 
15th at 6:00 PM, Love writing? New 
and experienced writers welcome. 
Th is group meets every 3rd Wednes-
day of the month.

What the Tech! - In-person. Need 
help with technology? Come by the li-
brary every Tuesday at 2:00 PM where 
we will be going over computers and 

other technology basics.

Virginia Mortgage Relief increases 
funding cap to maximize assistance 

for Commonwealth homeowners

Homeowners fi nancially struggling 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic may 
now apply for up to $50,000 in as-
sistance with no delinquency date re-
quirements
 Virginia Mortgage Relief Program, 
or VMRP announced signifi cant pol-
icy changes Jan. 11. 
 Eff ective January 10, 2023, eligible 
homeowners may now receive up to 
$50,000 in funds to cure their mort-
gage or other eligible homeownership-
related delinquency. Additionally, the 
delinquency start date requirement 

has been removed. To be eligible for 
VMRP assistance, homeowners must 
have a delinquency related to a CO-
VID-19 hardship experienced after 
January 21, 2020 (including a hardship 
that began before January 21, 2020, 
but which continued after that date), 
which materially reduced income or 
increased living expenses, to be eli-
gible for VMRP assistance.
 Responding to applicant and stake-
holder feedback, these policy changes 
are aimed at increasing assistance and 
eligibility for Virginia homeowners 
experiencing fi nancial hardship due 
to the ongoing challenges caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Since the 
program launched on January 3, 2021, 
VMRP has actively worked with appli-
cants and participating mortgage ser-
vicers and debt holders to off er relief 
to Commonwealth homeowners expe-
riencing delinquency to avoid default, 
foreclosure, or displacement. 
 Virginia homeowners in need of as-
sistance with past due mortgage and/
or other qualifi ed home ownership-

Warren/Frederick County Business Directory
Advertising

Alison Duvall ..........................540-551-2072

Attorneys
Douglas Harold ..................... 540-869-0040
Georgia Rossiter .................... 540-535-2001
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Tanning Salons
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Warren/Frederick County Report Alison Duvall
Sales Manager
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Front Royal, VA  22630Front Royal, VA  22630

Call/Text: 540-551-2072Call/Text: 540-551-2072
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KARAOKE

• Fully Licensed
• Top Quality Sound
• Restaurants/Parties
• 20 Years Experience
• dan@route11dj.com

Bernie’s ad sponsored by:

Tony’’s Tires

11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal

540-551-0922

NEW Tires and 
Complete Auto 
Maintenance!

Noah’s ad sponsored by:

Boarding Kennels & Grooming
125 Spicewood Lane • Front Royal 

540-635-8979

S
Neko’s ad sponsored by:

Weichert Realtors
824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

Kathy McLendon
Call or Text:

540-622-7698
  kathymclendon2016@gmail.com

Introducing Neko!
- No, he isn’t new- 
but you must have 
missed him before. 
That’s the only ex-
planation I can think 
of for why he hasn’t 
been adopted yet! 
This handsome very 
good boy is about 
2-3 years old and he 
LOVES people! He is 

so special and funny, we’re just obsessed!

Doobie - 2-yr-old 
Shepherd-X who’s 
strong, active, goofy 
and playful!!  He is 
looking for a family 
with no other pets or 
young children at this 
time. He has done 
well with teens in 
previous homes. His 

adoption includes free training sessions with Rid-
geside K9, LLC who are very familiar with Doobie 
and who we trust will help set Doobie and his new 
family up for a successful future together!

With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. 
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!

Humane Society of Warren CountyHumane Society of Warren County
1245 Progress Dr, Front Royal, VA 22630  •  (540) 635-4734

Doobie’s ad sponsored by:

Bentonville, VA • 636-2671
hillbillysjunkyard.com

Hillbilly’s Junkyard
Hillbilly has what you NEED!
4381 Stonewall Jackson Hwy

Handsome Bernie
is estimated to be 
6-8 yrs old and 
came to us as a 
stray. He loves his 
tennis balls and 
walkies and has 
adorable ears that 
face opposite di-
rections. Give us a 
shout if you’d like to 
meet him and check 
out the application 
on our website.

Noah - You guys like 
meatheads? This 
one is particularly 
meaty! Noah is a 
big handsome love 
bug and ready for 
his next chapter. Ap-
prox. 2-yrs-old, loves 
making new human 
friends and hogging 
the couch. He can be 

protective so let us guide you into a safe and suc-
cessful adoption!
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related delinquencies can fi nd more 
information on program eligibility 
and apply at VirginiaMortgageRelief.
com. Applicants previously deemed 
ineligible and who may now qualify 
following these policy changes, should 
contact a program representative at 
833-OUR-VMRP (833-687-8677), 
Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. to begin the appeal process 
by phone or schedule an in-person 
appointment at a VMRP Assistance 
Center. VMRP Assistance Centers are 
located in Arlington, Newport News, 
Richmond, and Wytheville.
 Payments are made directly to the 
mortgage servicer, taxing body or oth-
er eligible entity once a homeowner’s 
application is approved. To qualify for 
VMRP, Commonwealth homeowners 
must:
• Be delinquent on a program eligible 
expense;
• Have a household income at or be-

low 100% of the applicable Area Me-
dia Income, or national media income, 
whichever is greater - OR be a socially 
disadvantaged individual (as defi ned 
by the U.S. Treasury) with a household 
income equal to or less than 150% 
Area Median Income or 100% of the 
national median income, whichever is 
greater;
• Experienced a pandemic related fi -
nancial hardship; and
• Own and occupy a home in Virginia 
as a primary residence.
 “To the Virginia homeowners strug-
gling to pay their mortgage or other 
homeownership-related  expenses 
during these diffi  cult economic times, 
the VMRP provides valuable support 
and assistance to help ease the strain 
and keep families in their homes,” said 
Malika Mickey, VMRP Manager. “We 
encourage those who have not applied 
or are now eligible under these policy 
changes to not hesitate and complete 

an application as soon as possible.”
 Homeowners who do not qualify for 
VMRP and need assistance with their 
mortgage and other housing-related 
expenses, should contact a HUD-ap-
proved housing counselor and/or their 
mortgage servicer.
 About the Virginia Mortgage Re-
lief Program: Th e goal of VMRP is to 
prevent and/or ease mortgage delin-
quencies, defaults, foreclosures, and 
displacement of Virginia homeown-
ers experiencing fi nancial hardship 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Th e 
Commonwealth of Virginia received 
$258 million to implement the VMRP 
through the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury’s Homeowner Assistance 
Fund.  
 About Virginia Housing: By in-
vesting in the power of home, Vir-
ginia Housing transforms where and 
how thousands of Virginians live and 
thrive, strengthening communities 

and the economy. Founded in 1972 
as the Virginia Housing Development 
Authority (VHDA), Virginia Housing 
is celebrating its 50th year of working 
in partnership with the public and pri-
vate sectors to help Virginians attain 
quality, aff ordable housing. While re-
ceiving no state taxpayer dollars, Vir-
ginia Housing raises money in capital 
markets to provide mortgages to fi rst-
time homebuyers, fi nancing for rental 
developments and neighborhood re-
vitalization eff orts. Virginia Housing 
invests in innovations in aff ordable 
housing, and makes homes for people 
with disabilities and older Virginians 
more livable. Learn more at Virginia-
Housing.com and review its most re-
cent annual report.

DMV closed for 2023 state holidays 
and observances

Customers encouraged to use dm-
vNOW.com for 50+ transactions
 All Virginia Department of Motor 
Vehicles (DMV) full-service customer 
service centers will be closed on the 
following days for state holidays and 
observances:
 January 16: Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Day
 February 20: George Washington 
Day
 May 29: Memorial Day
 June 19: Juneteenth
 July 4: Independence Day
 September 4: Labor Day
 October 9: Columbus Day and Yor-
ktown Victory Day
 November 7: Election Day
 November 10: Veterans Day (Ob-
served)
 Th e 2023 end-of-year holiday 
schedule will be announced at a later 
date.
 DMV customers are encouraged to 
take advantage of more than 50 trans-
actions available online at dmvNOW.
com or through the mail during holi-
day closures.
 Also, some DMV Select locations, 
run mostly by local governments, may 
operate outside of the state holiday 
closing schedule. DMV Select offi  ces 
process mostly vehicle-related trans-
actions including registration renew-
als, titles and license plates; driver’s 
licenses and ID card services are not 
available. To fi nd out if a DMV Select 
in your area is open on a state holiday 
and whether an appointment is re-
quired, visit dmvNOW.com/DMVSe-
lect.

_______________________________
Send YOUR news to us! 

Email:
news@warrencountyreport.com

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 
16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan 
and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 
License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 
License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 
218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-636-7566CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH
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U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

KARAOKE

• Fully Licensed
• Top Quality Sound
• Restaurants/Parties
• 20 Years Experience
• dan@route11dj.com

Warren/Frederick County Report Alison Duvall
Sales Manager

P.O. Box 500P.O. Box 500
Front Royal, VA  22630Front Royal, VA  22630

Call/Text: 540-551-2072Call/Text: 540-551-2072
alisond@warrencountyreport.comalisond@warrencountyreport.com



Page 24  •  https://wfcreport.com  •  Warren/Frederick County Report  •  Early February, 2023

for current members of Anytime Fitness
and Dominion Health & Fitness

EXCLUSIVE DEALEXCLUSIVE DEAL

Get your first 3 months FREE!Get your first 3 months FREE!

for current members of for current members of for current members of 

Or $518 for 15 months

3 months FREE!

$39.95 / month

485 South St, Front Royal VA 22630

(540) - 636 - 3400
fitevofr.com

- FREE fitness orientation

- Unlimited Kids Club

- Unlimited tanning

- Unlimited massage chair

- Unlimited group exercise classes

EXCLUSIVE DEALEXCLUSIVE DEALEXCLUSIVE DEAL

485 South St, Front Royal VA 22630

485 South St, Front Royal VA 22630

485 South St, Front Royal VA 22630

485 South St, Front Royal VA 22630

485 South St, Front Royal VA 22630


