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By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 The Stephens City Toys for 
Tots warehouse was the spot 
designated to receive toys and 
gifts from the Winchester 
Chapter 8 Dead Man’s Hand 
U.S. Military Veterans Motor-
cycle Club members who were 
thrilled to be a part of bringing 
some joy into the lives of kids 
at Christmas.
 Motorcycles were parked in 
front of the building and the 
veterans, accompanied by their 
wives and friends who ride 

with them, were busy empty-
ing the truckload of boxes and 
bags that December 4th Sun-
day afternoon.
 Once inside the warehouse, 
they were greeted by Regional 
Coordinator Tonja Phillips 
with the Marine Corps Reserve 
League Campaign for Toys for 
Tots, who thanked them and 
gave an informative talk letting 
them know how much their 
efforts mean to children and 
their families.
 “Every kid deserves Christ-
mas,” she said. 
 This is the fifth year that the 

group has donated toys, col-
lecting 250 items this time.
 “Five big boxes of the dona-
tions were from club members, 
others came from Rural King 
and the Dollar Tree in Front 
Royal and Five Below in Win-

chester,” Front Royal Army 
Veteran Jeffery Grady report-
ed.
 The organization’s President 
Robb McBride said the club 
members do more things for 
others like riding to 15-16 dif-

ferent states throughout the 
year, raising money for home-
less veterans.
 He described a trip they took 
to Fargo, North Dakota riding 
in minus-degree temperatures.
 “We go all over the U.S. to 
support other chapters. We’re 
going to Texas in January,” he 
added.
 This major effort helps vets 
in need. 
 If interested, people can 
make donations to them at 
usmvmc.org. (usmilitaryvets-
motorcycleclub). The orga-
nization has members from 
military branches of the Army, 
Navy, Marine corps, Air Force 
and Coast Guard.
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Local veterans donate toys for kids

Full Patch holders, members of the Chapter 8 Dead Man’s Hand U.S. Mili-
tary Veterans Motorcycle Club are l-r: Michael Bruso, Navy; Bob Ander-
son, Army; Tom Kiblehan, Marines; President Rob McBride, Marine and 
Vice President David Watson, Air Force.

Chapter 8 Dead Man’s Hand U.S. Military Veterans Motorcycle Club mem-
bers were thrilled to contribute to a joyful Christmas for children and their 
families by collecting and donating 250 gifts and toys at the Toys for Tots 
storage warehouse in Stephens City on December 4.

The Kiwanis Club of Front Royal o
 ers a huge 

THANK YOU 
to IHOP manager Sherry Lee (center) and assistant 
manager David Riggleman (left) for partnering with 

Kiwanis again this year for Pancake Day.
They are pictured here with Front Royal Pancake Day  

Co-Chairman Alan Sealock.
IHOP donated butter, syrup, sugar, cream and co
 ee. 

Thanks for your support!

Kiwanis®

CLUB OF FRONT ROYAL

This charming 3-BR, 3-BA well 
maintained home sits on 3+ acres in scenic Bentonville, at the end of a cul-de-sac. Beautiful open fl oor 
plan on main level, Kit. has rustic hickory cabinets, and other upgrades,large MS w/bath with a private 
deck! 2 large BR on 2nd level w/Jack & Jill shared bath plus a sewing nook. Basement is partially 
fi nished w/propane fp and lots of storage. Covered porches, a storage shed outback and a bonus 
surprise: an 1820’s Log Cabin! Great for primitive camping or many other uses. Between Front Royal 
and Luray, you have access to all both towns have to offer! Parks, river, many vineyards and Breweries.
384 Dogwood Ln
Bentonville, VA 22610
$575,000 • VAWR2004484

Lovely Cape Cod Home in Warren Co.

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, December 18 from 12-2

R E A L T O R S®

Martha Buracker, Weichert Realtors - Licensed in Virginia
824 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal, VA 22630

Cell: 540-671-6349  Offi ce:  540-635-8000  
marthaburacker@gmail.com
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 Before they rode out, they 
all posed for a photo with 
their motorcycles and their 
wives and friends who rode 
with them. Jeffery Grady, Pro-
bate member of the club, had 
reached out to the Warren/
Frederick Report for a story on 
their event and he wanted to 
make sure the full patch mem-

bers, President Rob McBride, 
Vice President David Wat-
son, Secretary Tom Kiblehan, 
Treasurer Michael Bruso and 
Sergeant at Arms Bob Ander-
son, were honored with their 
separate picture. He noted that 
he is working toward getting 
the full patch and gave a little 
insight into how the members 

interact.
 “It takes a while to see if the 
individual is a good fit and 
when that’s decided, they get a 
nickname, based on a descrip-
tive habit or characteristic.
 For example, President Robb 
is called Chili Mac because 
that was his favorite “dish” of 
the MRE prepackaged food 

they get in the military and 
“Shots” a.k.a. David Watson, 
got his name from the shots he 
offers at his parties.
 After the probate period they 
get the patch set in the middle 
of their jacket back with an 
American Flag, an eagle, and 
the words Liberty. 
 The club’s members had vari-
ously served in Iraq, Desert 
Storm, Desert Shield, Afghani-

stan and Bosnia.
 Thanks to all for their ser-
vice!
 When speaking afterwards 
to Tonja Phillips who has been 
a volunteer for 20 years, and 
coordinator for two of those, 
she mentioned that this is the 
75th anniversary of the Marine 
Corps Reserve League Cam-
paign for Toys for Tots.

See WINCHESTER, 4

Veterans, wives, partners and friends who ride with them, (and their motorcycles that brought them!) came out 
to donate toys, bicycles and other gifts to kids of all ages on December 4 at the Toys for Tots warehouse in 
Stephens City.

The Marine Corps Reserve Regional Coordinator for Toys for Tots, Tonja 
Phillips and her neighbor and friend volunteer Jessica Ray join to serve 
as Santa’s helpers in the Stephens City facility filled with a wide variety 
of gifts for children. “I am having so much fun!” Jessica said. “It’s super 
fulfilling and I’ll be coming back.”

$25
 OFF
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707 N Commerce Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-4158 • marlowmotor.com
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NEW:  → Pick-Up Your Vehicle → Service Your Vehicle → Return Your Vehicle → No Additional Cost

NOW HIRING Service Technicians: Paid Training • Sign-On Bonus • Flexible Schedule • Tool Reimbursement
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$10
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Oil & Filter 
Change & 

Tire Rotation 
Combo

COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED PRIOR TO SERVICE WRITE-UP
Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and fees. Maximum discount $100. 
Cannot combine with other offers or specials and does not apply to already 

discounted services. One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid on previous 
services. Most vehicles. Other Restrictions may apply. See dealer for details. 

While supplies last.  Expires 12/31/22. 
Dealerships are not responsible for printer errors.

BATTERY SPECIAL
Free Battery Test PLUS

$15 OFF
Replacement

$50 OFF 
Get Ready For Winter Drive Line 

and Fluid Exchange Service
COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED PRIOR TO SERVICE WRITE-UP
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$100. Cannot combine with other offers or specials and does not 
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 Th en she explained how the 
veterans were there on Satur-
day.
 “Chapter 8 contacted me 
again this year and wanted to 
donate toys,” she began. “Th ey 
are wonderful people to ask us 
if they can donate.”
 Th is is very helpful, especial-
ly this season because the need 

for donations has gone up.
 “We shopped for twice as 
much this year and it will 
probably double next year, she 
explained. “Every year, it seems 
to double and we’re behind 
because we couldn’t fi nd a lo-
cation. We have 5,200 sq. feet 
here but could use 8,000.
 Even though she has again 
asked the businesses to put out 

boxes, it has been hard to get 
as many donations in them as 
before.
 “People who usually donate 
are themselves needing help 
this year,” she explained.
 Th e Christmas/Holiday pro-
gram requires individual fami-
lies to ask for help with gifts for 
their children from October 
1 to December 1. Some can 

get the help through agencies 
like the Salvation Army, Head 
Start, Bright Futures and Unit-
ed Way. Toys for Tots people 
work with and communicates 
with each group to fi nd the age 
and genders of the kids and 
what they are asking for this 
year.
 “Right now, there are a lot of 
babies!” she said. “Fifty percent 
of the applications this year are 
for babies 0-6 months old. We 
also gather toys or age-appro-
priate items for 0-to 2-year-
olds.”
 She added that last year, 
13–17-year-old kids were in-
cluded in the program. 
 “Before that it was only avail-
able for kids up to 12 years. We 
get things like games (but no 
electronics), bikes, books, high 
end crafts, puzzles, art materi-
als, nerf guns and remote-con-
trolled cars for them.”
 Individual people have of-
fered their expertise and time 
to give kids a great Christmas. 
Two men with experience in 
the mechanics fi eld were busy 
in the back of the warehouse, 
making sure the bikes were 
safe, checking tires, brakes, 
chains, and matching them 
with helmets, etc.
 “Th ey have been doing this 
for14 years,” she said.
 And she praised the eff orts of 
the local individuals who come 
in from 3:30-9 p.m. every day 
to fulfi ll toy orders and other 
tasks necessary to the success 
of the eff ort.
 “I work from September to 
the end of the year, and people 
have been pouring in to help 
us. It’s amazing, we’ve been at-
tracting more volunteers and 
businesses. It’s totally heart-
warming.
 Right now, they have about 
80 volunteers who put families’ 
orders in the 1,066 big black 
plastic bags they’ve fi lled so far 
with their names and an iden-
tifying number, so they can be 
found easily when it’s time for 
distribution from the 10th to 
17th of December. When that’s 
over, they have a Th ank You 
dinner for all the volunteers. 
 She spoke about what will 
be needed to store their equip-
ment and left over or last-min-
ute donated toys. Th eir current 
large warehouse in Stephens 

City is only available to them 
until the end of the year but 
then they’ll have to pack up any 
and fi nd a new place to move.
 “We would love to have a 
permanent place to store ev-
erything, and maybe to share 
with other non-profi ts. Th ere’s 
a need for non-profi ts to have 
a space, even if it’s not year-

Upcoming events with
Dan McDermott
Sat. Dec. 17 (7-11pm)

Karaoke at Edinburg VFW
(Special Event: Open to the Public)

Tues Dec. 20 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

Fri. Dec. 23 (7-11pm)
Karaoke at Front Royal Moose*

Fri. Dec. 30 (7-11pm)
Karaoke at Front Royal Moose*

Sat. Dec. 31 (NYE 7pm-1am)
Karaoke at Edinburg VFW

(Special Event: Open to the Public)

Tues. Jan. 17 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

Tues. Jan. 31 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

Sat. Feb. 4 (7-10pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

*Private clubs open to members 
and properly invited guests

route11dj.com

Limited dates remain.
Book your event now:
dan@route11dj.com

WINCHESTER, from 3

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Licensed & Insured  •  Free Estimates

* Serving Front Royal for 25 years! *

(540) 222-0521
(540) 631-0666

HamricksRoofi ng@gmail.com

Hamrick’s
Sudoku!

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle 
will have you hooked from the 
moment you square o� , so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as 
a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out 
the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier 
it gets to solve the puzzle! (Answer 
in back.)
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round,” she explained.
 But Toys for Tots does need 
a space all year because they 
have expanded their service 
by helping folks in crisis situ-
ations. Examples of these are 
people whose homes have 
burned down and for women 
in need.
 Sometimes people donate 
used or broken toys, and they 
fi x them and reach out to 
nurseries or daycare places 
and send them there and to 
the women in need who are in 
safe houses.
 “Maybe they had to leave 
without extra clothes, toys or 
anything, so we try to fi nd a 
use for everything.”
 “One child who was in a safe 
house asked how Santa would 
be able to fi nd them,” she said. 

“Th e people at the shelter put 
out lights and told him Santa 
would know where he was.”

 “We give out donated books 
to the kids and during the Pan-
demic, we tried to get books 

for those who were staying 
home,” she said.
 Th ere was a huge stack of 
boxes that Tonja said were 
50,000 books from Scholas-
tic donated through the Navy 
Federal Credit Union. Th ere 
were so many, they had to get 
a dock and a forklift so they 
could accept them.
 “We’ll contact local schools 
and the libraries to distribute 
to the kids,” she said.
 To volunteer, or to donate, 
go to toysfortots.org, put in the 
zip code, to fi nd out where to 
serve. 
 To learn more about the U.S. 
Military Vets MC, visit their 
website https://usmvmc.org. 

“Th e club as a national orga-
nization strives to achieve the 
following:
• To provide a club for quali-
fi ed male military veterans 
which off ers brotherhood and 
an opportunity to establish 
relationships with other mili-
tary veterans who have served 
in the defense of the United 
States of America. 
• To establish and support a 
strong sense of pride in having 
served in the active military 
service of the United States of 
America. 
• To improve the image of mil-
itary veterans and bikers to the 
general public.

– carol@areaguides.com

You depend on us to keep 
the lights on 24/7. That’s 
why we work around the 
clock to safely provide 
you with the most reliable, 
affordable power possible. 

Last year alone, crews 
cleared more than 
1,500 miles of right-of-
way areas and removed 
27,000 hazard trees. Tree 
maintenance is ongoing 
and crews continue to 
upgrade equipment in 
the power delivery system.

Why? Because reliability 
is everything.

because reliability 
is everything

Now hiring
Full time & part time positions available

apply at
MartinsFoods.com/careers
MARTIN’S is an equal opportunity employer.

BETH
ASSOCIATE BROKER

540-671-6145  •  beth@whatmattersw2.com

Learn more about WHAT MATTERS Partners at www.whatmattersw2.com

210 E Main St.
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-671-6145

MATTERS
WHAT

WHATMATTERSW2.COM

#1 in Offi ce Listing Units and Volume Closed 2018-21

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!

Tony’s TiresTony’s Tires

Convenient Location Across 7th St. Next to Ramsey's
11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal • 540-551-0922

NEW Expanded Services!!
• New Brand Name Tires
• Steering & Suspension Components
• Mounting & Balancing
• Custom Wheels

• Oil Changes
• Brake Jobs
• Flat Repairs
• Great Prices!

TonysTiresFrontRoyal.com
Closed Sun. & � urs.
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Brome artists hold festive home gallery event
Community was invited to an open house to check out fine gifts for the Holidays

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 The Bromes of Limeton have 
a successful history as art-
ists/potters and recently on a 
December weekend, they in-
vited the public to come out 

to Limeton to see the kinds of 
works they’ve created over the 
last few years.
 The tour was divided be-
tween the pieces in Chuck’s 
pottery studio, and Janet’s work 
in their converted schoolhouse 
(formerly known as the Lime-

ton Elementary School).
 Janet commented about the 
history in the school and noted 
that some of the lockers are 
still there as well as old report 
cards.
 Our visit began at Chuck 
Brome’s pottery studio, where 
he had arranged to showcase 
his and Janet’s pottery.
 He showed some of their 
work and described a bit of 
how they were made. Some 
fine pieces of these were his 
Celadon Chinese porcelain 
and Janet’s light-colored Sgraf-
fito pottery.
 When Chuck was asked 
about the event, he said, “I 

did pretty well-almost as well 
as last year. We were happy to 
have new people, and maybe 
will do it again next year.”
 Chuck gave some history of 
his career making and selling 
pottery. He said he was with 

the Eastern Market in Wash-
ington D.C. for 40 years, just 
selling in 2019 right before the 
Pandemic closed everything 
down.
 “I was lucky to sell when I 
did,” he said.
 He told how he and Janet 
met.
 “I was managing the pot-
tery and studio when she came 
in to do some pottery. We 
were married and bought this 
schoolhouse then moved out 
here, I built a kiln shed in the 
first year, built the studio and 
we started making pots togeth-
er.
 “I’m currently in flux, strad-
dling the fence between total 
retirement and keeping on for 
personal reasons-for identity,” 
he said and asked, “Do I keep 
on or get rid of it? I’ll probably 
keep making pottery, though.
 “We may do some more open 
houses, but not sure how,” he 

Chuck Brome’s Limeton Pottery studio is the place for folks to find the 
popular and fast-selling Salterra saltshakers and ornaments he makes.

Janet Brome models a screen hat in front of a few of the abstract pieces 
she created. Many more of these fantastic animals and flying creations 
were exhibited recently in Front Royal’s Samuels Library. Next to her is 
her fancy high-heel-wearing colorful parrot.

• Gravel Driveway Repair • Gravel Driveway Repair • Leaf Clean-up• Leaf Clean-up
• Light Bush Hogging• Light Bush Hogging • Mulching• Mulching
• Driveway Repair• Driveway Repair • Snow Removal• Snow Removal
 • Annual Contracts Available • Annual Contracts Available

A1AHOMEIMPROVEMENT@COMCAST.NET
LICENSED & INSURED  •  LICENSED & INSURED  •  Commercial & ResidentialCommercial & Residential

LAWNCARE SERVICESLAWNCARE SERVICES
FRONT ROYAL, VAFRONT ROYAL, VA

MulchingMulching

540-636-9002

Pasture/Field
Mowing

Lot Repair

Gravel DrivewayGravel Driveway
 Repair Repair snow Removalsnow Removal

Gravel Parking Leaf Clean-upLeaf Clean-up

CommercialCommercial
Fall/Winter ServicesFall/Winter Services

Weichert Realtors
824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

Merry Christmas to my 
clients, family and friends!!

Kathy McLendon, Realtor
cell 540-622-7698
  kathymclendon2016@gmail.com
VA License #0225227296
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concluded. “I’m still here and 
hanging on.” 
 Prices on Chuck Brome’s 
pottery:
• Coffee mugs-$30
• Large mugs-$38
• Bowls-$35-50
 If shipping, the cost of ship-
ping and packing is added to 
the price.

Janet Brome

 Janet welcomed visitors, of-
fering to show and talk about 

her work displayed on walls, 
tables and shelves in her light-
filled studio and living room.
 “When I quit the galleries, I 
got sort of uninspired and now 
I’m not creating art to sell, but 
I am still creating for myself,” 
she admitted.
 She said she would like to 

find buyers for most of her ear-
lier work to make room for the 
recent collages she’s working 
on.
 “I need the space for more 
stuff,” she said with a smile.
 She included an explanation 
of her pricing.
 The sign in the studio read, 
“The price of most pieces (at 
the open house) is significantly 
reduced. The original price is 
shown in parentheses.) Some 
were made years ago and I’m 
ready to let them go.  Others 
were made years ago but they 
have grown on me, thus their 
price is closer to the original.
 “If a piece was made in the 
last two years, it could be en-
tered in a competitive show, 
or it may have been shown re-
cently in a gallery. I owe it to 
those who show my work not 
to undercut the retail price.”
 She was asked later how the 
show went.
 “There was a lot of interest 
and sales,” she responded. “It 
was a success but there were 
fewer people than usual. It was 
nice to see people and lots of 
friends. People our age have 
what they need, with artwork 
filling their walls, but Chuck 
does well because his pieces 
are useful and good for gifts.”
 More details on Janet’s back-
ground and examples of her 
work can be found on her web-
site, at www.janetbrome.com. 

 But a brief history is includ-
ed here.
 Brome grew up in San Diego 
and majored in art in college 
working as a fashion illustra-
tor before serving in the Peace 
Corps in Bolivia.
 Of that time, she said she 
built a school and taught 
people things like cutting up 
potatoes for planting, not 
just burying them whole and 
helped women and their hus-
bands to learn about birth con-
trol methods.
 But she said it was hard to 
leave and felt like they were 

just getting started in the first 
two years. She then earned 
a Master of Teaching degree 
and worked in arts education 
in suburban Maryland where 
she designed and directed a 
teacher training program in 
the arts. This program, Project 
Arts, became a national model 
for arts education.
 “In 1978, I became a mother 
of Richard and a potter,” she 
said. “My (mothering) job with 
Richard was the best job ever. 
He was creative and fun to be 
around.”

Janet Brome’s imagination brought into being her version of the stork that 
“brings us our babies” and the nest of human baby dolls at her feet proves 
the truth of the story!

Apply Now at: careers.walmart.com
or Text “Jobs” to 240240

We’re hiring 70 remodel 
associates NOW for day 
and overnight. Can become 
permanent. 

On the spot hiring at:
careers.walmart.com

Walmart #1406
 2350 S Pleasant Valley Rd 
Winchester, VA 22601

Walmart Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer – By Choice.
 Walmart Inc. participates in E-Verify.

See LIMETON, 8

Georgia Rossiter
Attorney At Law

117 W Boscawen St.  Suite 4  Winchester
Phone (540) 535-2001 • Fax (540) 535-2210

Concentrating in Family Law & Equine Law
Divorce   •   Child Custody   •   Support

Pacific Landscaping LLC

Call us for a  free quote:
• Fence Repairs
• Fence and Deck Staining/Painting
• Retaining Wall (stone, brick, and
 block)
• Concrete Stamps
• Fire Pits
• Paver Patios
• Gardening Services (mulching,
 flowerbeds, edging, etc.)

(540) 313-2721
We are licensed and insured!

pacificlandllc@gmail.com

Serving Frederick and surrounding counties
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ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
 Cleaning and organizing can wait 
for another week, Aries. Th is week you 
should focus on having fun with your 
family and friends Enjoy the respite 
from work.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
 Taurus, work is on your brain, but it 
could be because you’re wired to focus 
on getting things done. Work is impor-
tant, but remember to make time for 
other things as well.
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
 Your bank account may not be as 
healthy as it could be, Gemini. Tuck 
those credit cards away and cut back 
on purchases for the time being to set 
things straight. 
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
 You have been feeling less motivated 
of late, Cancer. Th at is likely due to the 
breakneck speed that you have been 
going for some time. Slow down and 
enjoy the break.  
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
 Leo, practicality is your middle 
name. Th e next few days you may be 
focused on whimsy and imagination. 
It could be all the feelings the holidays 
are bringing up.  
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
 Planetary energies could be aff ecting 
those around you and their reception 
to your ideas, Virgo. Remain patient 
that things will tip in your favor after 
some time has passed.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
 Your thoughts this week are about 
setting goals for the future, Libra. Not 
that you haven’t already been doing 
your share of planning, but now you’re 
fi rming up those plans.
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
 Scorpio, issues with your profes-
sional life may be on your mind. It 
could be time to make a major change 
in the days to come. Are you ready to 
move in a new direction?
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
 New responsibilities have left little 
time to spend with your signifi cant 
other, Sagittarius. Carve out moments 
to snuggle if you cannot get out to a ro-
mantic meal or movie. 
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
 Have you been plotting a move, 
Capricorn? Make sure your real estate 
research is up-to-date and you’re ready 
to take the plunge. Th is  move may be a 
big one.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
 Aquarius, perhaps you have made 
a few big purchases lately and feel like 
your budget has taken a hit? Add up re-
ceipts and you may fi nd it’s not as bad 
as you had thought.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
 Th is is a good time for a change of 
perspective, Pisces. Maybe you have 
been looking at things all the wrong 
way. Switch things up.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

DECEMBER 25
 Jimmy Buff ett, Singer (76)
DECEMBER 26
 Jared Leto, Actor (51)
DECEMBER 27
 Bill Goldberg, Wrestler (56)
DECEMBER 28
 John Legend, Singer (44)
DECEMBER 29
 Diego Luna, Actor (43)
DECEMBER 30
 LeBron James, Athlete (38)
DECEMBER 31
 Gabby Douglas, Gymnast (27)

– https://wfcreport.com

 Her animal pots were sold 
in craft galleries throughout 
the country. After the family 
moved into the former school-
house in Limeton, she and 
her husband made pots in the 
school kitchen. Later she re-
turned to the fi eld of education 
as a Gifted and Talented Re-
source Teacher.
 And now, she continues to 
make art.
 Th e process of painting - 
unlike the process of putting 
together my screen sculp-

tures - is contemplative. I sa-
vor those moments when my 
linear thinking stops, and the 
painting and I become one. 
Currently I am playing with 
painted paper cut-and-paste 
compositions. Who knows 
how long this will last?
 About these, she said, “I en-
joy starting a work with an idea 
and letting the content dictate 
the medium and approach. 
Th is takes me into territory. 
I wrestle with both aesthetic 
and mechanical problems. 
Th ese wanderings usually end 
up as 3-D constructions.”

 I am less concerned about 
exhibiting my work and am 
more interested in exploring 
various mediums. Whatever 
medium I choose to work with, 
it must present a challenge to 
me. Once I feel I have nothing 
new to say, I need to move on.
 “My goal is to engage the 
viewer and off er delight or 
wonder.”
 To make appointments to see 
their work, by Chuck’s email is 
chuckbrome27@gmail.com. 
Janet Brome’s email is jbro-
meart@gmail.com or visit her 

website at www.janetbrome.
com.

– carol@areaguides.com

Chuck Brome shows an example of a Celadon Chinese porcelain plate he 
made. The many types of pottery cups, bowls and pitchers/vases are on 
the shelves next to him.

These are examples of Janet Brome’s Sgraffi to pottery that showcase her 
whimsical line drawings (sgraffi to is the process of scratching through a 
surface layer to reveal a lower one of a contrasting color).

Janet Brome says she is presently focusing on making these 3-D collages 
(this one she named Country Roads) and is happy for folks to contact her 
for information on purchasing any earlier or current work.

LIMETON, from 7

autocareclinic.comautocareclinic.comkiblersautocareclinic.comkiblersautocareclinic.com

Auto Care Clinic
6768 Winchester Road
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 635-BILL (2455)

Kibler’s Auto Care Clinic
861 South Main Street
Woodstock, VA 22664

(540) 459-5755

Open  M-F 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Closed weekends for Family Time!

Open  M-F 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed weekends for Family Time!

Woodstock, VaWoodstock, Va Front Royal, VaFront Royal, Va

From Your Local Family Owned & Operated

Auto Care Clinics
Import and Domestic General Repair   •  We Fix It Right!

• Premier Customer Service
• Free Loaner Cars or Shuttle Service!
• Car Care Club Discounts!

400 Weems Lane  •  Winchester, VA 22601
540-678-1791  •  www.MalloyToyota.com

We Buy Cars too!

Merry Christmas!

ADS INSIDE:
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2022 November Indictments

Amber Michelle Linaburg 
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
Amber Michelle Linaburg, 35, 
of the 3800 block of Jadwyn 
Rd., Woodstock, VA 22664, 
with two counts. COUNT 
ONE: Amber Michelle  Lina-
burg did unlawfully and fe-
loniously, knowingly and in-
tentionally possess controlled 
substance, to-wit: Metham-
phetamine listed in Schedule 
II of the Drug Control Act. 
COUNT TWO: did unlaw-
fully and feloniously in posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
to-wit:  Methamphetamine 
classifi ed in Schedule I of the 
Drug Control Act, simultane-

ously with knowledge and in-
tent possess a fi rearm, a 380 
Smith & Wesson handgun, on 
or about her person. Date of 
the off enses was on or about 
April 2, 2022.

Troy Allan Washbourne
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about June 1, 2022, 
in the County of Warren, Troy 
Allan Washbourne, 60, of the 
400 block of Jamestown Rd., 
Front Royal, VA 22630, did 
unlawfully  and feloniously 
cause bodily injury to Norman 
A. Shifl ett, with the intent to 
maim disfi gure, disable, or kill.

Jumal Samuel Carroll
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-

cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
Jumal Samuel Carroll, 33, of 
the 2200 block of Savannah 32 
SE, Washington, D.C. 20020, 
with three counts. COUNT 
ONE: In the County of War-
ren, Jumal Samuel Carroll 
did  unlawfully and felonious-
ly, knowingly and intention-
ally possess a controlled sub-
stance, to-wit:  Cocaine listed 
in Schedule II of the Drug 
Control Act. COUNT TWO: 
did  unlawfully and felonious-
ly while being a prisoner in a 
state, local or community cor-
rectional facility or in the cus-
tody of an employee thereof, 
procure, sell, secrete or possess 
a chemical  compound which 
the accused had not lawfully 
received. COUNT THREE: 
did unlawfully and feloniously, 

knowingly and intentionally 
possess or transport a fi rearm 
after having been convicted of 
a violent felony. Date of the of-
fenses was on or about June 20, 
2022.

Pleasant Willie Burnes
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about March 5, 
2022, in the County of Warren, 
Pleasant Willie Burnes, being a 
person having the custody of a 
child under the age of eighteen 
years, did unlawfully and felo-
niously, willfully or negligently 

cause or permit the health of 
such child to be injured.

Cary Benjamin Young
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
Cary Benjamin  Young, 43, of 
the 100 block of Lord Fairfax 
Dr., Fredericksburg, VA, with 
three counts. COUNT ONE: 
In the County of Warren, Cary 
Benjamin  Young did unlaw-
fully and feloniously break 
and enter in the nighttime, the 
dwelling of Kimberly Roy, with 
the intent to commit assault 

INDICTMENTS

See INDICTMENTS, 10

It’s exciting at Rural King! We are 
growing at a record speed. Why are 
we successful? Great people work 
for us! 
Now hiring seasonal employees at 

our Front Royal store!

Rural King
465 South St. Front Royal, VA 22630

540-631-1740  •  ruralking.com
Open 7 days a week from 7am - 9pm

NOW HIRING IN FRONT ROYAL

APPLY AT https://www.ruralking.com/careers

BUILDING, REMODELING 
& HANDYMAN SERVICEBS

Replacement Windows • Siding Decks 
& Porches • Roof Repair Additions 

Finished Basements • Fine Carpentry • Ceramic 
Tile Interior & Exterior Painting • Floor Covering 

 Tree & Yard Work • Power Washing

Call Buck
(540) 551-2673

        • Burial Plots
        • Cremation Niches
        • Granite, Marble and Bronze 
          Monuments
        • In-Ground Vases

Available at historical
Prospect Hill Cemetery

200 W. Prospect Street
Front Royal,Virginia  22630

(540) 635-5468

Looking to List or 
Buy? Call Me Today!!

Melanie Hamel
Associate Broker • ABR, GRI, CRB, ePro

540-671-3369
mhamelbroker@gmail.com

www.melaniehamel.com
Licensed in Virginia and West Virginia

824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

Matthews Auto Center
13 W. Duck Street • Front Royal • (540) 636-7567
Complete Auto Repair and Maintenance

ASE Master Technician • VA State Inspections
Between the bridges!

When Quality counts
Count on Us!

540-635-7064

www.facebook.com/royaloakcomputers
www.royaloakcomputers.com

203 E. Main St.
Front Royal, Va.

Our service.
It’s that good.
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and battery. COUNT TWO: 
did unlawfully and feloniously 
remove, destroy, deface, or 
damage property having a val-
ue of less than $1,000, belong-
ing to Kimberly Roy. COUNT 
THREE: did unlawfully and fe-
loniously assault or assault and 
batter Kaliyah Hackley. Date 
of the off enses was on or about 
June 23, 2022.

Randall Shane Ratcliff e
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
Randall Shane Ratcliff e, 31, of 
the 100 block of Fox Hollow 
Rd., Front Royal, VA 22630, 
with two counts. COUNT 
ONE: In the County of War-
ren, Randall Shane  Ratcliff e, 
Front Royal, VA 22630, did un-
lawfully and feloniously make 
and communicate to Alyssa 
Ratcliff , sister, a threat  to 
bomb, burn, destroy, or dam-
age any place of assembly, 
building, other structure, or 
any means  of transportation. 
COUNT TWO: did unlawful-
ly and feloniously and know-
ingly communicate in writing, 
including an  electronically 
transmitted communication 
producing a visual or electron-
ic message, a threat to kill  or 
do bodily injury to Alyssa Rat-
cliff , sister, another, regarding 
that person, thereby placing 
such person in reasonable ap-

prehension of death or bodily 
injury. Date of the off enses was 
on or about March 19, 2022 in 
the County of Warren.

Mark Anthony Palang
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about March 22, 
2022, in the County of War-
ren, Mark Anthony Palang, 42, 
of the 100 block of Hackberry 
Dr., Stephens City, VA 22655, 
did unlawfully  and feloni-

ously, knowingly and inten-
tionally possess a controlled 
substance, to-wit:  Metham-
phetamine listed in Schedule 
II of the Drug Control Act.

Michael David Sutphin
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about December 
24, 2021, in the County of 
Warren, Michael David Sut-
phin, 34, of the 100 block of 
Wagoner Dr., Front Royal, VA 

22630, did unlawfully and felo-
niously, knowingly and inten-
tionally possess a controlled 
substance, to-wit:  Metham-
phetamine listed in Schedule 
II of the Drug Control Act.

James Winston Breeden
 Th e Warren County Va. 
Circuit Court Grand Jury 
charges that: on or about 
July 1, 2022, through July 7, 
2022, in the County of War-
ren, James Winston  Breeden, 
36, of the 100 block of Fogle 
St., Front Royal, VA 22630, 
did unlawfully and feloniously 
and knowingly communicate 
in writing, including an  elec-
tronically transmitted com-
munication producing a visual 
or electronic message, a threat 
to kill  or do bodily injury to 
another, regarding that person 
or any member of his family, 

thereby placing  such person 
in reasonable apprehension of 
death or bodily injury to him-
self or his family member. 

Christopher Lee Pennington
 Th e Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about June 15, 
2022, in the County of Warren, 
Christopher Lee Pennington, 
36, of the 200 block of Virginia 
Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630, 
did  unlawfully and felonious-
ly, knowingly or intentionally 
possess a controlled substance 
listed in Schedule I or Sched-
ule II of the Drug Control Act.

A Grand Jury Indictment is 
only a charge and not evidence 
of guilt. Th e defendants are 
entitled to a fair trial with the 
burden on the government to 
prove guilt beyond a reason-
able doubt.

INDICTMENTS, from 9

Home Improvements
& Repairs

Remodeling • Decks
Deck Steps • Fences

Junk Removal • And More!

Christoff Construction LLC
Serving Stephens City and Beyond
703-895-7711 | www.christoffconstruction.com

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates
CALL NOW!
703-895-7711

Douglas Harold, Jr.
Attorney at Law
BANKRUPTCY

DIVORCE

No one wants to file for bankruptcy,  
but when there is no alternative…I can help.  

(Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Only)
Stop Garnishments, Collection Activities and Lawsuits.

Specializing in Uncontested Divorce • Rapid Service - Quick Results

(Under Federal Law we are defined as a Debt Relief Agency. 
We help people file for Bankruptcy Relief under the Bankruptcy Code)

Serving the Northern Shenandoah Valley
Free Initial Telephone Consultation

35 Years Experience
• Reasonable Fees •
douglasharoldjr@yahoo.com

1114 Fairfax Pike, Ste 10
White Post, VA 22663

(540) 869-0040

Carpet & Upholstery CleaningCarpet & Upholstery Cleaning

(540) 636-8718(540) 636-8718
• Carpet Repair / Stretch
• Water / Flood Extraction
• Tile / Grout Cleaning
• Hardwood Floor - Clean & Seal
• VCT Tile - Strip & Wax

Best ofBest of
WINNERWINNER
10 Years10 Years

in a row!in a row!

Sing HU and discover:Sing HU and discover:
A key to open your heart, andA key to open your heart, and

Experiences of peace 
A key to open your heart, andA key to open your heart, and

Experiences of peace Experiences of peace and calm

www.eckankar.org -or- www.thesoundofsoul.org

Virginia Satsang Society, Inc., a Chartered Affiliate of Eckankar

EckankarEckankar Presents Presents -

Mountain MysticMountain Mystic

215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318

Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry, chimes, 
rock and mineral specimens, books, Tarot & Oracle cards, greeting 
cards, journals, tapestries, candles, incense, fragrance and essential oils, 
stickers, and so many more one of a kind items!

Open Thur. – Monday 12-5

Trading CompanyTrading Company

KARAOKE

• Fully Licensed
• Top Quality Sound
• Restaurants/Parties
• 20 Years Experience
• dan@route11dj.com
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 Friday, December 16, 2022: 
Mostly sunny, with a high near 46. 
West wind 7 to 9 mph, with gusts as 
high as 20 mph.
 Friday Night: Mostly clear, with 
a low around 27. Light west wind.
 Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 41. Calm wind becoming 
west around 6 mph in the morn-
ing. Winds could gust as high as 18 
mph.
 Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 22.
 Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 38.
 Sunday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 21.
 Monday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 41.
 Monday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 22.

 Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 44.
 Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 23.
 Wednesday: Partly sunny, with a 
high near 39.
 Wednesday Night: Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 23.
 Thursday: Snow likely. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 35.

Ask Stewart

Hey Stewart!

 Are woodpeckers bad for my 
trees?

– Not Woody

 The short answer is no.  
 Woodpeckers belong to the 

order Piciformes and the family 
Picidae, which also includes sap-
suckers.  Woodpeckers constantly 
search for food on the vertical sur-
faces of trees.  They eat tree-living 
or wood-boring beetles, gypsy 
moths, tent caterpillars, and even 
grasshoppers, but their favorite 
meal is carpenter ants. Ordinarily 
they do little or no damage to liv-
ing trees and prefer dead or dying 
trees and limbs.  Since most trees 
contain some dead wood, wood-
pecker activity doesn’t necessarily 
mean the affected tree is unhealthy.  
If woodpeckers are creating cavi-
ties in your trees, chances are they 
are working on wood that is already 
damaged.  Living trees with cavities 
are referred to as “den trees,” and 
standing dead or dying trees are 
called “snags.”  In Virginia wood-
peckers prefer white pine, hickory, 
yellow polar, maple, sycamore, red 
oak, white oak, chestnut, and sweet 
gum.
 Woodpeckers like to create cavi-
ties in already hollow trees, which 
have usually been weakened by 
fungus.  They use their sharp bills 
to pull off bark and their sticky 
tongues to poke in openings and 
crevices to drag out ants.  Pileated 
woodpeckers dig large rectangular 
shaped holes for roosting and nest-
ing.  They peck the bark around 
the holes to expose sap to keep 
out their primary predator, snakes.  
They often live in groups and will 
share up to 30 trees.  They can drill 
as many as 16 holes in one tree, 
some of which are active, some 
abandoned, and some used as es-
cape routes from predators. 
 It is estimated that woodpeck-
ers tap 8,000 to 12,000 times a day.  
They have characteristic calls, but 
use a rhythmic pecking sequence, 
called “drumming,” to make their 
presence known. Drumming sites 
are chosen for resonant qualities.  
They drum on trees to establish ter-
ritory (usually in the spring), com-
municate with other woodpeckers, 
or attract a mate. They peck in 
search of food or to excavate nests. 
Because noise is the objective of 
drumming, it does little damage 
when compared to excavating.  
 Having a woodpecker around 
your house can be beneficial be-
cause they can prevent pests from 
spreading from dead trees to your 
healthy ones.  They are also valu-
able to many other birds and mam-
mals that make use of woodpecker 
holes for dens and nests.
 Your Pal in the Trees with Woody 
and his friends,

– Stewart
 The Front Royal/Warren County 
Tree Steward program began in 
1997 with volunteers dedicated to 
improving the health of trees by pro-
viding educational programs, tree 
planting and care demonstrations, 

and tree maintenance throughout 
the community. The group now con-
sists of over 30 active members with 
several interns working toward be-
coming certified tree stewards from 
our annual “All About Trees Class”. 
Each month Stewart will answer a 
question from our readers. Please 
forward it to “Stewart” in care of: 

frwctreestewards@comcast.net 
and we may publish it in a future 
issue. Please visit our website at:

www.treesfrontroyal.org

ENGLE’S ANGLE:
“Christmas Miracles”

by Kevin S. Engle

 My goal this year was to have our 
Christmas tree up and fully deco-
rated by Thanksgiving Day, ready 
for light up night after we’d finished 
stuffing ourselves with turkey.
 It’s the same goal I have every 
year.
 And it never happens.
 Hey, at least I’m consistent.
 I did better this time.
 I was only a week late.
 Our eight-foot artificial tree was 
in place, branches fluffed (as my 
wife likes to call it) and lights on 
before December 1st.
 She’s the fluffer.

 I’m the everything elser.
 Ok, the ornaments weren’t on for 
a few more days, but that’s not the 
point.               
 When decorating a tree, every-
one knows the first thing you do 
is test the lights BEFORE you put 
them on the tree.
 And that’s what I did.
 Come on, I’m not that dumb.
 Of course, sometimes those 
lights work when you test them but 
not when you hang them on the 
tree.
 That’s always fun.
 We have six strings of multi-col-
ored lights for the tree.
 Other than the occasional 
burned-out bulbs, which for what-
ever reason are all green and blue, 
four strands work fine.
 The fifth is only operating at 50% 
capacity.  The first half doesn’t light, 
but the second half does.
 And the last string of lights 
doesn’t work at all.  They’re headed 
to the garbage.
 We also have a lighted star which 
goes on top.
 The lights on it are supposed to 
blink off and on.
 And sometimes they actually do.
 They didn’t blink at all last year.
 After I attached the star, the 
lights went up next.
 I used the four good strands first.
 I then strategically positioned 
the non-functioning lights on the 
50% string so they can’t be seen.
 When I was done, I plugged in 
the cord and witnessed a Christmas 
miracle.
 The star was blinking!
 And just a few minutes later, a 
second miracle.
 The last string of lights, the ones 

See BRIEFS, 12

Associate Broker/REALTOR®

TeamDanielsVA@gmail.com
Cell: (540) 683-7550 

Sharon Daniels:
Licensed in VA & WV
www.SharonLDaniels.com

415 South St Suite C, Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 636-7700

(540) 683-7550
TeamDanielsVA.com

124042 _ PREMIER

Team Daniels Text, 
Call or 
Scan!

Thank you to all of our Clients!!Thank you to all of our Clients!!
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!

• Fully Licensed • Top Quality Sound
• 20 Years Experience • Email: dan@route11dj.com

Make your next open house come 
alive with singing and dancing. 
It’s surprisingly a� orable and an 
event they’ll never forget.
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I was about to throw away?
 I tried them one last time and 
now they worked!
 Intermittently.
 Sometimes all of them lit, some-
times only half and sometimes 
none, depending on how I moved 
the string.
 I carefully wrapped them around 
a railing going upstairs to my offi  ce 
and they’ve been working fi ne.
 Yes, Christmas decorating at our 
house is always an adventure.
 And our Christmas star?
 It hasn’t blinked since that fi rst 
night.
 Until this morning!
 You just never know what you 
might get.
 Maybe next year I’ll decorate 
outside as well so our neighbors 
can enjoy my lighting skills and tal-
ents.
 No doubt I’ll teach them a thing 
or two.

Th e author learned everything 
he knows about holiday decorating 
from Clark Griswold.

– kevinengle456@comcast.net
Th e Best of Engle’s Angle is avail-

able online or pick up a signed copy 
at a local bookstore. 

REC Gives more than $94,500 to 
Nonprofi ts

 Th is fall, Rappahannock Electric 
Cooperative’s (REC) Th e Power 
of Change awarded more than 
$94,500 in funding to support 24 
local nonprofi ts. 
 “Th e generosity of our member-
owners results in meaningful do-
nations to local organizations that 
make a diff erence in our communi-
ties,” said Casey Hollins, Managing 
Director – Communications and 
Public Relations. “Th is round of 
funding is making an impact in our 
communities through projects that 
assist those facing the most chal-
lenging of circumstances including 
those in need of food, shelter, and 
life-changing services.”
 Th e Power of Change Fall 2022 
recipients are:
 Faith in Action for Wheels of 
Wellness, Winchester, received 
$1,500 to provide free transporta-
tion to medical appointments for 
those in need.
 Virginia Tech Foundation Fi-
nancial Education Fund, North-
ern Shenandoah Valley, received 
$1,500 for the Managing Your 
Money Series Scholarships pro-
gram that provides education on 
personal fi nances for low- to mod-
erate-income residents.
 Kare for Kidz Foundation Inc., 

Winchester, received $2,000 for 
Kare4Kidz Winter Holiday project 
that provides supplies for children 
in foster care or who are homeless.
 Th e Blue Ridge Opportunity Ser-
vices, Inc., Front Royal, received 
$5,000 for the A Ride You Like 
project to provide transportation 
services for adults with intellectual 
disabilities.
 Th e Power of Change is funded 
by the generosity of nearly 31,000 
REC member-owners who round 
up their electric bill or donate a set 
amount each month, or who make 
a one-time donation. Twice each 
year, the funds are invested back 
into the communities the Coopera-
tive serves.
 Applications for the Spring 2023 
Th e Power of Change funding are 
now open. Visit https://myrec.
coop/power-change for more in-
formation. 
 Looking for a way to give back 
to your community? Th ere’s three 
easy ways to give through Th e Pow-
er of Change: you can give a one-
time donation or you can enroll to 
give set monthly amount or have 
your monthly electric bill rounded 
up to the next whole dollar.
 REC provides electric service to 

over 172,000 connections in parts 
of 22 Virginia counties. With its 
general offi  ce in Fredericksburg, 
Va., the Cooperative operates and 
maintains more than 18,000 miles 
of power lines through its service 
area, which ranges from the Blue 
Ridge Mountains to the tidal waters 
of the Chesapeake Bay. For more 
information about REC, please vis-
it www.myrec.coop. Follow REC on 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and 
YouTube.

 Th e Winchester/Shenandoah 
Valley Hot Wheels Club meets 
December 20, 2022 from 1-3 PM 
in the War Memorial Building, 
Jim Barnett Park, 1001 East Cork 
Street, Winchester VA 22601. We 
will be in the Lord Fairfax Room 
for our meeting/ Christmas dinner. 
We will also be collecting toys for 
the Toys For Tots campaign. If you 
can join us, please bring a food dish 
to share and donate a toy for a very 
worthy cause. We will have special 
door prizes too. Contact Dan 

Hammond for more information: 
hwdan2@earthlink.net

Fatal Crash in Rockingham 
County

 Virginia State Police is investi-
gating a two-vehicle fatal crash in 
Rockingham County. Th e crash oc-
curred Monday (December 5), at 
1:45 p.m. along Interstate 81 at the 
250-mile marker.
 A 2018 Ford Mustang was travel-

ing south on I-81 at a high rate of 
speed when it attempted to pass 
slower-moving traffi  c by using the 
right shoulder. Th e Ford rear-end-
ed a southbound 2015 Volvo trac-
tor-trailer that was stopped on the 
shoulder.
 Th e driver of the Ford, Christian 
A. Pence Campos, 19, of Timber-
ville, Va., died at the scene of the 
crash due to his injuries. He was 
wearing a seatbelt.
 A passenger in the Ford, an 
18-year-old male, of Timberville, 
Va., suff ered minor injuries and 
was transported to Sentara RMH 
Medical Center for treatment. He 
was wearing a seatbelt.
 Th e driver of the tractor-trailer, 
Adriel Ciceron Ciceron, 28, of Port 
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Shear Elegance Pet Boutique

540-622-8085540-622-8085
www.ShearElegancePetBoutique.com 

918 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal (in front of UPS)

Saturday
Dec 17th

10am - 3pm

Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! Happy Holidays!Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! Happy Holidays!
From all of us at Shear Elegance!From all of us at Shear Elegance!

We give your pets the 
Love, Care & Respect they 

deservedeserve

918 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal (in front of UPS)

We give your pets the We give your pets the 
Love, Care & Respect they Love, Care & Respect they 

Pics with Santa $10

All proceeds go to 
Warren County 

Humane Society

Santa will take a 30 minute break 
from 11:30am -12 pm.

O� ering Something DIFFERENT in Senior Living
540-636-2008

973 Buck Mountain Road
Bentonville, VA 22610

www.hiddenspringsseniorliving.com

* Assisted Living
* Advanced Care
* Memory Care

Still searching for that ‘one special gift?’Still searching for that ‘one special gift?’
We are your ‘one stop’ for that hard-to-buy-for We are your ‘one stop’ for that hard-to-buy-for 

person!  We have a unique selection of products person!  We have a unique selection of products 
for ‘that’ special one! We’ll have baker dozen of for ‘that’ special one! We’ll have baker dozen of 
gingerbread and sugar cookies. Get them while gingerbread and sugar cookies. Get them while 

they last!! Have a Joyous Holiday Season!!they last!! Have a Joyous Holiday Season!!

Mon - Sat 10-6, Sunday 10-5 • Mon - Sat 10-6, Sunday 10-5 • 216 E Main Street Front Royal • 216 E Main Street Front Royal • 540-692-9483540-692-9483

Team Shenandoah Valley, Your BEST Move Yet!!
235 South Street • Front Royal, VA 22630

EEach O�  ce Independently Owned and Operated

SANDRA STRICKLER
DBA: SANDRA BROOKMAN REALTOR ®
540-671-0020

CRYSTAL ELLIOTT
540-671-5850 
teamshenvalley@gmail.com
www.TeamShenandoahValley.comwww.TeamShenandoahValley.com

Wishing Joy, Peace & 
Miracles to one and all 

this holiday season

Merry Christmas!

THARPES GARAGE & TOWINGTHARPES GARAGE & TOWING

560 Kendrick Ln. • Front Royal560 Kendrick Ln. • Front Royal

We Buy Junk Cars, Trucks & Farm MachineryWe Buy Junk Cars, Trucks & Farm Machinery
WE SELL USED CARS & PARTSWE SELL USED CARS & PARTS

Dealer #693 - “PEANUT”Dealer #693 - “PEANUT”

Business: 540-635-7359Business: 540-635-7359
Home: 540-635-8016Home: 540-635-8016
Cell: 540-660-2797Cell: 540-660-2797
40 Years in Business40 Years in Business

THARPE’STHARPE’S
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St. Lucie, Fl., was not injured in the 
crash. He was wearing a seatbelt.       
 Ciceron Ciceron was charged 
with improperly stopping on the 
highway and for failure to activate 

hazard lights.
 The crash remains under investi-
gation.

Youngkin announces end of 
COVID-19 related fines and 

penalties

 Governor Youngkin announces 

budget language to halt prosecution 
of COVID-shutdown related fines, 
penalties, and begin reimburse-
ment process
 Governor Youngkin issued an 
Executive Order Dec. 6 directing 
enforcement agencies, boards, and 
commissions to report all fines, 
fees, suspensions related to the 
COVID-19 shutdown violations. 
The Governor also announced he 
will direct agencies to halt further 
collection and enforcement action 
in his upcoming budget to be deliv-
ered on December 15th. The bud-
get will also direct the Secretary of 
Finance to work with agencies to 
develop a reimbursement process 
for individuals and businesses who 
paid unjust COVID-19 fines and 

fees.
 “I am today requiring a state-
wide review of COVID-19 related 
penalties imposed by the Northam 
administration. The fact that busi-
nesses are still dealing with CO-
VID-19 related penalties and fines 
is infuriating. Livelihoods are on 
the line,” said Governor Glenn 
Youngkin. “In the previous ad-
ministration, we saw our govern-
ment shut down businesses, close 

our schools, and separate us from 
each other. While we can’t undo the 
damage done during the Northam 
administration, we are taking ac-
tion going forward to end COVID-
era draconian overreach.”
 “I look forward to working with 
the General Assembly to address 
this, forgive COVID fines and 
fees and restore licenses that were 
unjustly suspended,” Governor 
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Donahoe’s
WHIMSICAL FLOWERS & gift sh� 

235 Chester Street, Front Royal, Virginia
540-635-2815 • donahoesfl orist.com

Order now! Merry Christmas to one and all!

The Holidays are just around the corner!
We have poinsettias and many beautiful

Christmas arrangements!

Berryville Hardware
600 East Main Street

Berryville Va
540-955-1900

Ramsey Hardware
703 N Royal Ave
Front Royal Va
540-635-2547

Find the right products for your project at your local True Value®

 Wishing 
You Joy and 
Ha� iness 
� is Holiday 

Season

Thank you for your 
continued patronage!

Check us out on Facebook for store hours, pictures & SALE information!!

THREE Locations!
476 North Main St.

(former Ben Franklin Store)
WOODSTOCK  540-459-2655

466 North Main St.
(To right of On Second Thought!)

WOODSTOCK  540-459-2334

390 East King Street, Suite 6
(Beside Blue Ridge Hospice Thrift Shop)

STRASBURG  540-465-2655

On Second Thought Consign & Thrift

WOODSTOCKWOODSTOCK

STRASBURGSTRASBURG
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas! Come ‘thrift a gift’ at On Second 
Thought Consign and Thrift. With daily sales and many items being 25% to 90% off, 
we have you covered with the latest styles at a fraction of the cost!

NEW TO OUR FAMILY: Deck the halls with treasures found within Valley Treasures! 
At 466 North Main St. Woodstock just a few feet away from On Second Thought 
Consign & Thrift, you will fi nd a huge store fi lled to the brim with over 100 vendors! 
Currently showcasing quality furniture Antiques, Longaberger baskets, Christmas 
decor and many other unique and vintage items. You truly have to see it to believe it!

Warmest thoughts and best wishes for a joyful holiday season from our family to 
yours! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

WOODSTOCKWOODSTOCK

Have a Safe and Joyful Holiday Season!!!

Need the “Purrfect Present”? Get your cat and dog 
spayed and neutered! Spay Today is our area’s non-
profit, reduced-priced spay and neuter program. 
(Office: Charles Town, WV) CHOOSE from MANY 
vets over a WIDE area! At the time of surgery, initial 
shots and tests can be obtained at lower rates.
Contact Spay Today: 
www.spay-today.org 
or call 304-728-8330
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Youngkin continued.
 The budget language will not ap-
ply to instances where the violation 
was in relation to practices, guide-
lines, rules or operating procedures 
intended to protect the health and 
safety of individuals, patients, resi-
dents, and staff of hospitals, nurs-
ing homes, certified nursing fa-
cilities, hospices, or assisted living 
facilities.

Prompt Placement Task Force 
launched

 Task force will help Virginians 
who need critical mental health 
care 
 Governor Glenn Youngkin today 
announced Dec. 14 the launch of a 
major initiative to end the Tempo-
rary Detention Order (TDO) crisis. 
The Prompt Placement TDO Task 
Force brings together government 
agencies, public and private hos-
pitals, law enforcement, and other 
community partners to address 
the crisis facing people with TDOs 
who are waiting for behavioral 
health services.
 “Improving our behavioral health 
system is at the top of my Day 2 
Agenda. It is critical that we ad-
dress the mental health crisis and 
prioritize caring for Virginians,” 
said Governor Glenn Youngkin. 
“I’m committed to making substan-
tial progress in providing access to 
resources, caring for Virginians and 
reforming the TDO process.”
 “Virginia’s current TDO process 
is bad for patients, care providers, 
families, and law enforcement who 
wait with these patients for a place-
ment,” said Secretary of Health 
and Human Resources John Littel. 
“This Task Force is a key step in im-
proving the behavioral health sys-
tem across the Commonwealth.”
 “Virginia’s hospitals support 
strengthening Virginia’s behavioral 
health system to ensure patients 
have access to treatment when they 
need it. Our hospitals are actively 
engaged in this work each day by 
providing inpatient and outpatient 
behavioral health care to Virgin-
ians across the state,” said Virginia 
Hospital & Healthcare Association 
(VHHA) President and CEO Sean 
T. Connaughton. “We are deeply 
appreciative that Governor Young-
kin’s ‘Prompt Placement TDO 
Taskforce’ is emphasizing treat-
ment options for individuals who 
experience a mental health crisis 
and need urgent, inpatient psychi-
atric care.”
 “This is the most dedicated effort 
we have seen in 25 years towards 
trying to address the problem of 
getting mental health beds avail-
able to people,” said Dana Schrad, 
Executive Director of the Virginia 

Chiefs of Police Association. “This 
effort is way overdue, and in the 
end, it should save Virginian’s lives 
and save much-needed law en-
forcement resources.”
 “The Virginia Sheriffs’ Asso-
ciation is pleased to partner with 
Governor Youngkin to address the 
mental health crisis in Virginia. We 
are looking forward to returning 
to a day in which those in need of 
mental health services get immedi-
ate attention, allowing law enforce-
ment officers to return to their 
primary public safety duties,” John 
Jones, Executive Director of the 
Virginia Sheriffs Association.
 In 14 months (June 2021 - July 
2022), there were 21,099 TDOs in 
the Commonwealth. Individuals 
under TDOs are often in a crisis 
and unable to receive care due to 
a lack of appropriate resources and 
barriers in the TDO process. The 
average wait time for an individual 
under a TDO to receive a place-
ment and care has risen to 43 hours 
in Virginia.
 The present TDO process has 
failed by not delivering care to 
patients when they need it most. 
The process also contributes sig-
nificantly to increased workforce 
burnout within healthcare and 

extensive hours devoted by our 
law enforcement. The objectives 
of the Task Force include ending 
the TDO waitlist, finding rapid 
placements for individuals under a 
TDO, releasing police officers from 
spending significant hours away 
from patrolling the streets, ensur-
ing the safety of all parties, and set-
ting the stage for lasting systematic 
change to the way Virginia process-
es TDOs.
 Janet Kelly, who successfully led 
the Governor’s Safe and Sound 
Task Force earlier this year, will 
head up this new initiative along 
with representatives from mul-
tiple agencies, community service 
boards, law-enforcement and hos-
pitals

Federal REAL ID enforcement 
extended to May 7, 2025

 Virginians have additional time 

to obtain important credential
 Virginians interested in obtain-
ing a REAL ID compliant driver’s 
license or identification card now 
have two additional years to ap-
ply before federal identification 
requirements change at America’s 
airports.
 In a news release Dec. 5, the fed-
eral government announced the 
extension of the enforcement dead-
line for REAL ID to May 7, 2025. 
The REAL ID enforcement dead-
line was May 3, 2023.
 Nearly 2.8 million Virginians 
now have a REAL ID compliant 
driver’s license or identification 
card.
 The new enforcement dead-

line means that, beginning May 7, 
2025, Virginians who want to use 
their state-issued driver’s license or 
identification card to board a do-
mestic flight will have to present a 
REAL ID compliant version of the 
credential, displaying a small star 
in the upper-right corner, when 
passing through Transportation 
Security Administration (TSA) 
screenings. Several other forms 
of ID, including a U.S. Passport, a 
Passport Card, and some military 
IDs, will also be accepted for fed-
eral identification.
 “Although the deadline has been 
extended, we still encourage Vir-
ginians interested in REAL ID to 
apply sooner rather than later. If 
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We can handle your Special Deliveries!
Shipping through UPS, FedEx & USPS

Additional services available

POSTAL BUSINESS CENTER
524 N. Royal Ave., Front Royal 

540-635-7997
M-F 8:30am-5:30pm • Sat 9am-1pm
 postalbusinesscenter@gmail.com

S&S  Tobacco LLC

Royal Plaza Shopping Center
477-H South St. Front Royal

540-622-6845

‘Always Service with a Smile’

Come Visit our Local 
Small Business

S and S Tobacco LLC

We offer:
Special 
Orders, 
Cigars, 

Smoking 
Accessories 

and Cigar 
Bars for Any 
Gatherings!

FREE
ESTIMATES!

SAME DAY
SERVICE

803B N. Royal Ave.803B N. Royal Ave.
Front Royal, VA 22630Front Royal, VA 22630
www.ddsserviceshvac.comwww.ddsserviceshvac.com
COMFORT MATTERSCOMFORT MATTERS

DAVE’S
DIVERSIFIED SERVICES

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
SERVICE &

INSTALLATION

540-636-3396

CHARLIE

FREE ELECTRIC 
WATER HEATER

w/ any HVAC REPLACEMENT SYSTEMw/ any HVAC REPLACEMENT SYSTEM

• • OIL FURNACE OIL FURNACE && BOILER SPECIALIST BOILER SPECIALIST
• • HEAT PUMPS HEAT PUMPS && GAS FURNACES GAS FURNACES

*3o years 
experience

*Locally owned 
and operated

Federal Tax Credits 
Are Back!!

FREE ELECTRIC FREE ELECTRIC 
WATER HEATERWATER HEATER

Karaoke Hosted ByKaraoke Hosted By
Dan McDermottDan McDermott

These Two Special Events OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Edinburg VFWEdinburg VFW
Saturday Dec. 17, 2022:  7pm-11pmSaturday Dec. 17, 2022:  7pm-11pm
Saturday Dec. 31, 2022:  7pm-1amSaturday Dec. 31, 2022:  7pm-1am
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your driver’s license or ID expires 
before May 7, 2025, that’s a great 
time to upgrade,” said Acting DMV 
Commissioner Linda Ford. “Visit 
dmvNOW.com/REALID to pre-
pare the documents you need for 
service, complete your application 
online and make an appointment to 
come see us at your convenience.”
 In order to obtain a REAL ID, 
customers must visit DMV in per-
son with certain documents which 

show proof of:
• Identity and Legal Presence (e.g. 
unexpired U.S. passport, U.S. birth 
certificate or unexpired permanent 
resident card);
• Social Security Number (e.g. 
Social Security card or W-2 form 
displaying full nine digits). Note: 
If you’ve lost your Social Security 
card but know the number, DMV 
may be able to verify the number 
electronically;

• Residency – two proofs required 
and must display name and current 
Virginia residential street address 
(e.g. recent utility bills, mortgage 
statements, valid Virginia driver’s 
license); and
• Any name changes (e.g. marriage 
certificates or divorce decrees). 
Note: If the name on your identity 
document is different from your le-
gal name, you must show proof of 
your name change. Multiple docu-
ments may be necessary if your 
name has changed more than once. 
 There are a variety of acceptable 
documents; a complete list is avail-
able at dmvNOW.com/REALID. 
You may also use DMV’s interac-
tive document guide.
 REAL ID also impacts access to 
secure federal facilities and mili-
tary bases. Because these facilities 
have the ability to set their own 

entry requirements, DMV advises 
Virginians to verify the identifica-
tion needed for access prior to their 
visit.
 For more information, visit 
dmvNOW.com/REALID

Former Loudoun County, Va. Public 
Schools Superintendent Scott Ziegler 

(LCPS Photo)

Ex-Loudoun, Virginia 
superintendent, school official’s 

indictments unsealed

 (The Center Square) – A special 

grand jury has indicted a former 
Loudoun County Public Schools 
superintendent and the district’s 
public information officer on four 
counts total in the aftermath of the 
grand jury’s investigation into the 
school system’s handling of sexual 
assault. 
 A Loudoun County judge or-
dered the unsealing Monday of 
the four indictments issued by the 
special grand jury against former 
Superintendent Scott Ziegler and 
Public Information Officer Wayde 
Byard. The grand jury had initially 
returned a true bill against Ziegler 
in June, followed by two additional 
indictments in September, accord-
ing to a press release from the at-
torney general’s office. The special 
grand jury was empaneled in April 
at the request of Attorney General 
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• Reliable internet service for rural areas
• Get hooked up with fast, robust internet service
• FREE INSTALLATION & NO data throttling
• Unlimited Plans that keep you connected

Make sure 
your internet 
is ready for 
family visits 
during the 
holidays!

RURAL INTERNET SERVICE

(540) 364-6910
sales@sonustechnologies.com

“I just streamed a Netflix movie 
for the first time I moved here 
three years ago, thanks so much!”

(Winchester, VA)
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Jason Miyares. 
 Ziegler was indicted on three 
misdemeanors ––one count of 
false publication, one of prohibited 
conduct and another of penalizing 
an employee for a court appear-
ance. Byard was indicted on one 
count of felony perjury. 
 The indictments were unsealed a 
week after the release of a blistering 
report criticizing how the school 
system handled two sexual as-
saults by the same student in 2021. 
Ziegler was fired during a closed 
session of last week’s school board 
meeting, a day after a special grand 
jury report was released. According 
to 7News, Ziegler’s contract says he 
is entitled to receive compensation 
over a 12-month period of his over 
$300,000 annual salary.
 The first assault occurred in a 
girl’s restroom at Stone Bridge 
High School in May 2021, and the 
second assault occurred in Octo-
ber 2021 after the perpetrator was 
transferred to Broad Run High 
School. The teen was later convict-
ed. 
 The assaults sparked community 

outrage and made national head-
lines. In the report on the board’s 
handling of both assaults, the spe-
cial grand jury concluded LCPS 
administrators “failed at every 
juncture” and were “looking out for 
their own interests instead of the 
best interests of LCPS.”
 The report also accused Ziegler 
of lying at a school board meeting 
about the May 2021 assault. Ziegler 
had initially informed board mem-
bers about the first sexual assault, 
but later said during a public meet-
ing he was not aware of any assaults 
occurring in school bathrooms, as 
previously reported by The Cen-
ter Square. The special grand jury 
wrote in the report last week that 
they believe Ziegler’s statement 
was a “bald-faced lie.”
 One of the indictments against 
Ziegler asserts the superintendent 
knowingly misled the public with 
untrue statements in the media on 
June 22, 2021. While the indict-
ment does not provide further con-
text, it was on that date that Ziegler 
said during a school board meeting 
that he was unaware of any sexual 
assaults of occurring in school 
bathrooms. 

 The two other misdemeanors 
against Ziegler relate to actions the 
former superintendent allegedly 
took against Erin Brooks, a special 
education teacher who filed a law-
suit against the school district in 
June, according to copies of the in-
dictments obtained by The Center 
Square. Brooks’ lawsuit claims the 
school administrators “repeatedly 
dismissed and ignored” her after 
she reported a student for sexual 
assault. 
 One of the indictments against 
Ziegler asserts he took “adverse 
personnel action” against Brooks 
on June 7 after she was summoned 
to appear in court, and another 
states that he “unlawfully” used his 
position to “retaliate or threaten to 
retaliate” against Brooks for “ex-
pressing views on matters of public 
concern” on the same date. Ziegler 
told The Washington Post in a 
statement on Monday evening he 
intends to fight the charges against 
him. 
 The felony indictment against 
Byard alleges he “feloniously and 
willfully” swore falsely after taking 
an oath, according to a copy of the 
indictment obtained by The Center 
Square. LCPS announced Monday 
night Byard was placed on leave af-
ter the indictments were unsealed. 
 “While LCPS will await any ad-
ditional updates from the special 
grand jury, LCPS plans to address 
the recommendations of the spe-
cial grand jury in the school board’s 
Dec. 13, 2022 work session,” the 
school district wrote in a press 
release. “The board will consider 
policy-related and process im-
provements to implement to fur-
ther ensure the safety and care of all 
LCPS staff and students and restore 
trust within our community.” 
 Ian Prior, executive director of 
Fight for Schools, issued a state-
ment recognizing the parents of 
Loudoun County “who have stood 
up for years highlighting the ar-
rogance, incompetence and gross 
neglect of those leaders.”
 “We are beyond pleased that the 
families who were harmed by the 
egregious failures of the leadership 
of Loudoun County Public Schools, 
exacerbated by its repeated acts of 
deceit and dishonesty, will receive 

some measure of justice,” Prior 
said.

Alisa M. Scott, Warren County Va. 
Finance Director

Alisa M. Scott named Warren 
County Finance Director 

 Warren County is pleased to 
announce the appointment of 
Alisa M. Scott as Finance Direc-
tor for the County. Mrs. Scott has 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Com-
munications Studies from North-
western College and a Master of 
Business Administration degree 
from American Public University. 
She brings a wealth of experience 
and multiple public finance certifi-
cations to this position.  
 Mrs. Scott was hired as the War-
ren County Deputy Finance Direc-
tor on November 15, 2022, before 

interviewing and receiving the of-
fer for the Finance Director posi-
tion. While she began her career 
in the private sector, she now has 
more than 10 years’ experience in 
local government having managed 
purchasing for the Town of Front 
Royal from 2018 to 2021. Before 
that, she served as an administra-
tive assistant for Frederick County, 
Virginia since 2012. Mrs. Scott will 
be assuming this role immediately 
while working with outgoing Fi-
nance Director, Matt Robertson.  
 Dr. Ed Daley, County Adminis-
trator, said this about Mrs. Scott’s 
appointment: “Mrs. Scott has been 
part of Mr. Robertson’s team as 
they have made significant strides 
in the County’s financial reporting 
and transparency. We are pleased 
that she will be continuing in the 
Finance Department and expand-
ing on these efforts in her new role.” 
 Victoria L. “Vicky” Cook, mem-
ber of the Warren County Board of 
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 On Friday, Dec. 2, 2022 Freder-
ick County Sheriff ’s Office Deputy’s 
responded to a residence on Green 
Springs Rd. in Frederick County. 
This was regarding an 1800 lb. draft 
horse that had fallen into a swim-
ming pool. 
 Once on the scene, deputies deter-
mined that the horse had knocked 
over the top rail of the fence around 
the pool, jumped the fence and 
walked out onto the nylon pool 
cover causing the horse to fall into 
the water but its head and part of 
the body remained above water. The 
Draft Horse was in the 9-foot end of 
the pool. 
 Deputy Cram, ACO Deputy Task-
er and Sgt. Hawse started cutting 
the pool cover away from the horse. 
Once it was clear of the cover and 
haltered, the horse was pulled to the 

shallow end of the pool where it was 
able to stand and catch its breath. 
Deputies were able to guide the 
horse up the stairs to the pool deck 
and into the yard. The Veterinarian 
who handles the horse was called 
and suggested that the deputies dry 
the horse as much as possible, feed it 
hay and keep it moving. That infor-
mation was passed on to the owner’s 
children that arrived on scene. At the 
time of this writing the horse was 
doing fine.
 You just never know what type of 
calls we respond to every day. This is 
one for the books. We are happy that 
it was witnessed, and we could re-
spond to assist. Deputies were ready 
to go in the water if needed to make 
sure the horse stayed above water.

– Sheriff Lenny Millholland

Draft horse rescued from pool

BOGO 40% OFF
ENDS 1/31

855-843-5174
BOGO 40% OFF

ENDS 1/31

Electrician
Residential & Commercial 

Electrical Work
Allen Santmyers
540-660-5697

New
Beginnings
Community
Greetings

“Introducing Your Business to 
New Homeowners in our Community”

P.O. Box 1025 • Front Royal VA  22630

540-635-8660
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Supervisors and representative on 
the Warren County Finance/Au-
dit Committee, stated, “Mrs. Scott 
brings a wealth of knowledge and 
professionalism to the Finance De-
partment. I am looking forward to 
working together with Mrs. Scott 
in her new role.”
 Regarding her appointment as 
Finance Director, Mrs. Scott said, “I 
am honored to work alongside the 
County’s leadership team and am 

extremely grateful for this entrust-
ed appointment. I look forward to 
continuing to serve our community 
and dedicated employees.” 
 The Warren County Finance 
Department is in Suite 700 of the 
Warren County Government Cen-
ter, located at 220 N Commerce 
Avenue, telephone (540) 636-1604. 
Office hours are 9:00 AM to 5:00 
PM, Monday through Friday.

Kevin Smith courtesy photo

Remains of missing Front Royal 
man found in Fairfax County

 Last month, Front Royal Police 
Department detectives received 
information that the Fairfax 
County Police Department was 
working an investigation regard-
ing the discovery of unidentified 
human remains in their jurisdic-
tion. The remains, which were 
sent to the Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner, underwent 
extensive DNA testing and foren-
sic analysis. Based on the DNA 
testing, statistical analyses, and 
other facts and circumstances 
surrounding the case, it was de-
termined that the remains were 
those of missing Front Royal resi-
dent Kevin Smith. 
 Kevin was first reported miss-
ing on January 28th, 2020, after 
his parents had not seen or heard 
from him in about a week. Follow-

ing the initial report, an extensive 
investigation and search was un-
dertaken in a concerted effort to 
locate Kevin and bring him home 
safely. Numerous agencies and 
community members assisted 
with the investigation by offering 
specialized equipment, resources, 
and information related to Kevin’s 
disappearance. Despite every-
one’s best efforts, Kevin remained 
missing until the discovery of his 
remains earlier this year.  
 We would like to extend our 
thanks to the public and commu-
nity members who assisted with 
this investigation. We would also 
like to thank the Fairfax County 
Police Department, the Office 
of the Chief Medical Examiner, 
and the Virginia Department of 
Forensic Science for their help 
locating and identifying Kevin’s 
remains. Chief Magalis added, 
“This is certainly not the outcome 
we had hoped for regarding the 
disappearance of Mr. Smith. We 
give our sincere condolences to 
the Smith family during this very 
difficult time.”  
 Anyone with any further in-
formation regarding this case is 
asked to contact Detective M.P 
Gallagher at (540)636-2208 or by 
email at mgallagher@frontroyal-
va.com.

Former army officer and 
attorney indicted on 

cyberstalking and witness 
tampering

 CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. – A 
federal grand jury in Charlot-
tesville, Virginia has indicted a 
former attorney and Army Offi-
cer assigned to the United States 
Army Judge Advocate General’s 
Legal Center and School (JAG 
School) in Charlottesville on mul-
tiple counts of cyberstalking, wit-
ness tampering, and lying to mul-
tiple federal agencies.
 The eight-count indictment, re-
turned Dec. 14, charges Manfredo 
Madrigal, 36, a former resident of 
Charlottesville, with four counts 
of lying to multiple federal agen-
cies, one count of witness tamper-
ing and one count of attempted 
witness tampering, one count of 
cyberstalking, and one count of 
deletion of Army materials.
 Madrigal was an active duty 
Army Officer and attorney when 
he was assigned to the JAG School 
in early 2022. He previously 
served multiple overseas tours of 
duty as an enlisted soldier with 
various units, including the 75th 
Ranger Regiment and 82nd Air-
borne Division. In late February 
2022, Madrigal was discharged 
from the Army and JAG School 
for failing to report a previous 
conviction for driving under the 
influence (DUI).
 He was arrested on a criminal 
complaint in August 2022.
 The indictment alleges that 
in the overnight hours between 
February 6 and 7, 2022, and while 
his Army discharge was pending, 
Madrigal deleted, without autho-
rization, online JAG training ma-
terials. Madrigal filmed himself 
doing so and narrated his motiva-
tions.  In the video, Madrigal stat-
ed, “I’m gonna fu** you,” and “I’m 
going to bring their house down 
on them.” The same evening, 
Madrigal contacted Victim 1 and 
informed her that Russia reached 
out to him, wanted to know what 
he knew, and that he intended to 
travel to Russia.  Madrigal’s cell-
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phone records indicate he con-
tacted the Russian embassy.
 On February 22, 2022, Madri-
gal was discharged from the JAG 
School and claimed in out-pro-
cessing paperwork that he had no 
unreported contact with a foreign 
national, which was contrary to 
Madrigal’s phone records and 
statements to Victim 1.
 In April and May 2022, Mad-
rigal was interviewed by the FBI 
about his actions.  In these inter-
views, Madrigal made multiple 
false statements regarding his for-
eign contact and the deletion of 
the training materials.  For exam-
ple, Madrigal claimed he learned 
of the deletion from a coworker 
but denied any involvement.  Per 
text messages, however, Madri-
gal filmed his efforts to delete the 
module and claimed credit.
 During the FBI’s investigation, 
agents discovered that Madrigal 
had been threatening Victim 1, a 
former romantic partner, both in-
person and via electronic means. 
Between late 2021 and mid-2022, 
Madrigal sent Victim 1 messages 
threatening her safety, career, 
family, and pet. These messages 
contained compromising and 
sexually explicit photos of Victim 
1. Victim 1 also expressed being 
“terrified” of Madrigal and stated 
he threatened her, in-person, us-
ing a firearm at her residence and 
damaged her belongings. 
 As the FBI’s investigation pro-
gressed, agents also uncovered 
evidence Madrigal pressured an-
other former romantic partner, 
Victim 2, to provide false infor-
mation to the FBI about Madrigal. 
Victim 2 admitted to agents that 
Madrigal coached her prior to her 
FBI interview, and they discussed 
deleting incriminating text mes-
sages from his cellphone. 
 On August 9, 2022, Madrigal 
and Victim 2 were involved in a 
dispute in Harrison, Arkansas and 
Madrigal pointed a pistol at Vic-
tim 2’s head.  Madrigal was arrest-
ed by local authorities in Arkansas 
and later transferred to Virginia to 
face federal charges for his con-
duct involving Victim 1.
 United States Attorney Christo-
pher R. Kavanaugh of the Western 
District of Virginia and Stanley M. 
Meador, Special Agent in Charge 
of the FBI’s Richmond Division, 
made the announcement.
 The Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion and the United States Army is 
investigating the case.
 Assistant United States Attor-
ney Katie Burroughs Medearis 
and Special Assistant United 
States Attorney Jessica Joyce are 

prosecuting the case.

Transformational Behavioral 
Health Care Plan for Virginians

  “Right Help, Right Now” is an-
chored by immediate investments 
in mobile crisis care and interven-
tion services
 Governor Glenn Youngkin 
unveiled his three-year plan to 
transform Virginia’s behavioral 
health system, entitled “Right 
Help, Right Now” on Dec. 14.  
This is a six-pillared approach 
to address our behavioral health 
challenges, encompassing crisis 
care, law enforcement burden, 
substance use disorder support, 
behavioral health workforce and 
service delivery innovation. The 
current behavioral health system 
is being overwhelmed and failing 
to meet the needs of Virginians in 
crisis with an outdated model of 
care that relies too heavily on hos-
pitals. Year one of this three-year 
comprehensive plan invests over 
$230 million in Virginia’s behav-

ioral health system, which will be 
proposed in the Governor’s bud-
get amendments on Thursday.  
 “We are facing a behavioral 
health crisis across Virginia and 
the United States. This crisis is 
present throughout our society, 
at home, in schools and in the 
workplace. The three-year ‘Right 
Help, Right Now’ vision to revo-
lutionize our behavioral health 
delivery system starts with a gi-
ant leap forward offered in my 
amended budget. It’s crucial that 
we get this moving, right now,” 
said Governor Glenn Youngkin. 
“We incorporated best-in-class 
models of behavioral health from 
across the country. This is a top 
priority for my administration, 
and we will not stop until we have 
a system that delivers the “Right 
Help, Right Now” to the people 
who need it most.” 
 “Right Help, Right Now’ is a 
bold step forward in our ongoing 
service to Virginians,” said First 
Lady Suzanne S. Youngkin. “Pri-
oritizing care for the most vul-
nerable, particularly our youth, 
is critical, and I look forward to 
supporting this cross-secretariat, 
transformational advancement in 
behavioral health.” 
 “This is a massive undertaking 
of the entire behavioral health sys-
tem and continuum of care. Every 
Virginian needs to know who to 
call, who will help and where to 

go in a crisis, and we are working 
to rebuild a holistic system that 
does so,” said Secretary of Health 
and Human Resources John Littel. 
“Typically, mental health efforts 
in the Commonwealth only last 
one year and target a single area 
of the problem. We have a multi-
year plan that takes on every facet 
of the system. This is the first time 
Virginia is doing this.” 
 Governor Youngkin will pro-
pose a series of immediate steps 
to bolster his three-year transfor-
mation plan, including over $230 
million in new funding for behav-
ioral health in his upcoming bud-
get on Thursday. The centerpiece 
of these proposals will include a 
$20 million proposal to fully-fund 
30+ new mobile crisis teams to 
respond to calls to Virginia’s 9-8-

8 hotline. With this new funding, 
the Governor’s commitment to 
behavioral health will top $660 
million in the next fiscal year.  
 Included in the Governor’s bud-
get is:  
 $20 million to fund 30+ new 
mobile crisis teams, meeting our 
statewide goal in the first year, to 
respond to 9-8-8 hotline calls 
 $58 million to increase the 
number of Crisis Receiving Cen-
ters and Crisis Stabilization Units, 
fully-funding the number of nec-
essary centers in Southwest Vir-
ginia and Hampton Roads 
 $15 million to expand the ele-
mentary, middle, and high school-
based mental health program to 
dozens of new communities 
 $9 million to expand tele-be-
havioral health services in public 
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schools and on college campuses 
 $20 million for partnerships 
with hospitals for alternatives to 
emergency departments for crisis 
 $9 million for transportation 
and in-hospital monitoring by law 
enforcement and other personnel 
 $8 million for Serious Men-
tal Illness housing, creating 100 
new placements for SMI patients 
with extraordinary barriers to dis-

charge 
 $57 million for 500 additional 
Medicaid Waiver Priority 1 Wait-
list Slots and increased provider 
rates including respite and com-
panion services 
 $15 million in opioid abatement 
initiatives including a campaign to 
reduce fentanyl poisoning among 
our youth 
 “I appreciate the Governor’s 

attention to improving our crisis 
system. As the Chair of the Be-
havioral Health Commission, I 
look forward to partnering with 
the Administration on these is-
sues. We must meet the moment 
with urgency. People’s lives are at 
stake,” said Senator Creigh Deeds. 
Properly funded, staffed and lo-

cated, regional crisis centers can 
play an important role in meeting 
a crisis, and removing stress from 
the rest of the system. Because ev-
ery Virginian should have access 
to the quality services they need, 
regardless of their zip code. This 
is a step in the right direction, but 
we need to do more.” 
 “This plan will improve crisis 
care by expanding capacity for 
those in immediate need while 
also helping Virginians before 
they reach the crisis point. I’m 
hopeful that we can make a real 
difference for those who are most 
in need,” said Delegate Rob Bell.  
 The “Right Help, Right Now” 
Six Pillars: 
 1. First, we must strive to ensure 
same-day care for individuals ex-
periencing behavioral health cri-
ses. 

 2. Second, we must relieve the 
law enforcement community’s 
burden and reduce the criminal-
ization of mental health. 
 3. Third, we must develop more 
capacity throughout the system, 
going beyond hospitals, especially 
community-based services. 
 4. Fourth, we must provide tar-
geted support for substance use 
disorder and efforts to prevent 
overdose. 
 5. Fifth, we must make the be-
havioral health workforce a pri-
ority, particularly in underserved 
communities. 
 6. Sixth, we must identify ser-
vice innovations and best practic-
es in pre-crisis prevention servic-
es, crisis care, post-crisis recovery 
and support and develop tangible 
and achievable means to close ca-

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Product or __ (abbr.)
 4. Zodiac sign
 9. S. China seaport
14. Former OSS
15. Early English printer
16. Aphid genus
17. General’s assistant (abbr.)
18. Aussies
20. Dissuades
22. Make law
23. Drench
24. Soak in a liquid
28. Male child
29. It cools your home
30. Small constellation
31. To call (archaic)
33. Explores beneath the Earth
37. Commercial
38. W. hemisphere organization
39. You can find it in a can
41. “Land of the free”
42 36 inches
43. Footwear
44. Challenges
46. They hold things together
49. Of I
50. Partner to flow
51. Not connected by kinship
55. Worries
58. Garlic mayonnaise
59. A way to take by force
60. Legendary English rockers
64. Your consciousness of your own iden-
tity
65. Fencing swords
66. Silly
67. Actor DiCaprio
68. Encircles with a belt
69. Mails a message
70. Longing

CLUES DOWN
 1. Horse mackerels
 2. It can be viral
 3. Prickly plants
 4. Consciousness
 5. Type of sarcoma
 6. Tax collector
 7. Sun up in New York
 8. One who scorches
 9. Influential psychotherapist
10. Situated at an apex
11. Communicative
12. Forearm nerve
13. Former CIA
19. Folk singer DiFranco
21. Employee stock ownership plan
24. Large-scale
25. School environment
26. Remove
27. Male parents
31. Large rodent
32. Weighed down
34. Held tightly
35. __ route: going there
36. Explains again
40. Exclamation of surprise
41. Courteously
45. Lying down
47. Judge
48. Forcefully took
52. Loosely compacted sediment
53. High mountain
54. Portable conical tents
56. Cereal grass
57. Dining utensil
59. Thoughtful
60. Helps you walk
61. Indicates near
62. Midway between northeast and east
63. Local area network

– https://wfcreport.com
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pacity gaps.

Shenandoah National 
Park Artist-in-Residence 

applications available

 Artists are encouraged to apply 
for the 2023 Artist-in-Residence 
program at Shenandoah National 
Park.
 Th e Shenandoah National Park 
Artist-in-Residence program of-
fers professional artists focused 
time to creatively explore the 
natural and cultural resources of 
this astounding landscape. It also 
allows artists the opportunity to 
share their work through educa-

tional programs. Shenandoah’s 
Artist-in-Residence program is 
supported by a generous donation 
from the Shenandoah National 
Park Trust.
 Each session of the Artist-in-
Residence program off ers the art-
ist three weeks of time to pursue 
their artistic discipline. It also 
provides the artist with furnished 
lodging. Th e selected artist is re-
quired to present two public pro-
grams during their residency and 
donate an original piece of art re-
fl ecting the artist’s experience.
 Th e Artist-in-Residence pro-
gram is established in numerous 
National Park Service sites to in-
spire artists to create and share 
art that not only motivates and 
encourages millions of people to 
visit and explore, but also helps 
build awareness and develop 
stewardship of these beautiful 
public lands.
 Artists of all disciplines are en-
couraged to apply. Applications 
are available online at https://
www.callforentry.org. Th e dead-
line to apply is February 14, 2023. 
For more information visit go.nps.
gov/SHENArt

Frank Jerow

REC names Director of Fleet 
Operations & Services

 REC has named Frank Jerow 
as Director of Fleet Operations 
and Services. In this role, Jerow 
oversees the daily operations of 
the Cooperative’s regional shops 
in Bowling Green, Culpeper and 
Front Royal. He plans, organizes, 
directs and coordinates all main-
tenance and repairs necessary on 
all REC equipment and vehicles. 
Frank also ensures that the Coop-
erative’s vehicle fl eet is effi  ciently 
specifi ed, purchased, maintained 
and recovered in a manner that 
makes the best use of the use of 
the capital involved and to maxi-
mize the utilization of REC’s fl eet 
investment. 
 “Mr. Jerow’s knowledge of 
REC’s fl eet and industry processes 
is critical to the successful op-
eration of the Cooperative’s daily 

functioning,” said Jason Satter-
white, Managing Director of Re-
gional Operations. 
 Jerow joined REC in 2005 as 
Shop Foreman in REC’s Bowl-
ing Green offi  ce. In 2011 he was 
promoted to Fleet Coordinator. 
He has two children, Amanda and 
Christopher, and resides in King 
George with his wife, Cathy.

Step into the new year with a 
First Day Hike

Visit a Virginia State Park for 
your outdoor adventure
 Put your best foot forward and 
start off  the new year with an out-
door adventure at any of the Vir-
ginia State Park locations.
 First Day Hikes have become a 
tradition for many people and it 
is the perfect opportunity to get 
some exercise, explore outdoors 
and connect with nature all while 
enjoying the park’s unique beauty 
this season. 
 Parking is free at all Virginia 
State Park locations on Jan. 1, 
2023 and visitors to each park will 
receive a celebratory First Day 
Hike sticker while supplies last.
 Whether you prefer to partake 
in a solo adventure or want to join 
in on the fun of ranger-led hikes 
and activities, the parks have your 
back with numerous ways to help 
elevate your experience during 
your visit.
 Check out the full list of First Day 
Hikes at www.virginiastateparks.
gov/fi rstdayhikes
 Here are some locations to con-
sider for your First Day Hike:
 If you are looking for a moder-
ate to advanced hike to ring in the 
new year, Pocahontas State Park is 
the place for you. Th e park off ers a 
New Year’s Eve hike starting at 11 
p.m. that explores a 2.3-mile por-
tion of Lakeview Bike Trail, which 
is not commonly open to hikers. 
Th e event is free, but registration 
is required by calling 804-796-
4472 or emailing Rebecca.wha-
len@dcr.virginia.gov. Additional 
hikes on various trails are off ered 
at 8 a.m. until 3:45 p.m. on New 
Year’s Day.
 Sky Meadows State Park pro-
vides an opportunity for you to 
celebrate the new year by watch-
ing the sunrise. On January 1, 

2023, the park gates on Edmonds 
Lane will be open at 5:30 a.m. so 
you can enjoy a self-guided hike 
from the Backcountry Trailhead 
to view the sunrise at one of the 

overlooks on the Piedmont Over-
look Trail, South Ridge Trail or 
the Ambassador Whitehouse 
Trail. Th ere are ranger-led hikes 
available at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
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 Claytor Lake State Park will 
open at 6 a.m. on New Year’s Day, 
giving visitors the opportunity to 
watch the sunrise and partake in 
various hikes and activities. You 
can join a Virginia Master Natu-
ralists on a short hike in search of 
different bird species at 10 a.m., 
learn to make syrup at noon and 
take a hike to the vernal pool at 2 
p.m. Relish the evening by viewing 
the lights on the lake from 5 p.m. 
until 9 p.m. by taking a walk down 
to the gazebo behind the Howe 
House. 
 Twin Lakes State Park offers a 
3-mile Otter’s Path trail for First 
Day Hikes. You must stop by the 
park office first to grab the geo-
cache list for your hike and make 
sure to download the geocaching 
app before visiting. For First Day 
Hikes, each Otter’s Path Trail 
cache will contain a card with 
information about people impor-
tant to the history of the park, al-
lowing guests to learn more about 
the story of this site while on the 
trail.
 Natural Tunnel State Park of-
fers a guided hike to Lovers’ Leap 
where park rangers tell you the 
tale of the star-crossed lovers. The 
hike is around 2 miles long, begins 
at 9 a.m. and has several inclines 
and declines.
 If you are in or near the Virginia 
Beach area, visit First Landing 
State Park for a guided hike on 

Bald Cyprus Trail. You will meet 
at the Trail Center picnic tables 
for this one-hour long hike that is 
offered at 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 
and 2:00 p.m. or you can enjoy a 
self-guided hike on the many oth-
er park trails. 
 York River State Park, located 
in Williamsburg, offers a guided 
hike from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
along the banks of the York River 
and Woodstock Pond.  The hike 
will cover 1.5 miles through up-
land woods and will end along 
the York River shoreline.  You can 
also enjoy a self-guided adventure 
along the several other hiking and 
multi-purpose trails.  
 Share your first day hike adven-
tures with us on social media by 
using the hashtags #vastateparks 
and #firstdayhikes.

Samuels Public Library Youth 
Activities for January 2023

 These are the events being 
presented by the Youth Services 
Department at Samuels Public Li-

 The late-night revelry of New Year’s Eve 
has made New Year’s Day brunch a go-to 
tradition for millions of people. Staying up 
until the calendar officially turns from one 
year to the next at the stroke of midnight 
can make it harder to get out of bed on the 
morning of January 1, so there may be no 
better day to plan a brunch than the first 
day of the calendar year.
 Many restaurants offer brunch specials 
on New Year’s Day, but people need not 
leave home to ensure their first meal of 
the new year is delicious. This recipe for 
“Pan-Fried Eggs and Mixed Mushroom 
Sauté on Toasted Sourdough Slices” from 
“Sunday Brunch” (Chronicle Books) by 
Betty Rosbottom can be just the dish to 
begin a new year.

Pan-Fried Eggs and Mixed Mushroom 
Sauté on Toasted Sourdough Slices
Serves 4

Mushroom Sauté
11⁄4 ounces mixed dried mushrooms
11⁄2 cups boiling water
3 tablespoons olive oil
8 ounces sliced brown mushrooms
2 teaspoons minced garlic
1 teaspoon dried crushed rosemary 
(see tip)
  Kosher salt
  Freshly ground black pepper

Toast and Eggs
4 1⁄2-inch thick sourdough slices
 Olive oil
2 tablespoons unsalted butter
4 eggs
 Kosher salt
 Freshly ground black pepper
 Rosemary sprigs for garnish (option-
al)

 1. For the Mushroom Sauté: Place the 
dried mushrooms in a medium bowl and 
cover with the boiling water. Let stand 
until softened, 20 minutes. Strain in a 
sieve lined with a double thickness of pa-
per towels and reserve the soaking liquid. 
Coarsely chop the mushrooms.
 2. Heat the olive oil in a medium, heavy 
frying pan set over medium heat. When 
hot, add the brown mushrooms and sauté, 
stirring often, for 6 minutes. Add the re-
served mushrooms, garlic, rosemary, and 
1⁄2 teaspoon salt; stir for 1 minute. Add 
the mushroom liquid and cook, stirring, 
until it has evaporated, 4 to 7 minutes. 
Season with salt and several grinds of pep-
per. Remove the frying pan from the heat 
and cover with foil to keep warm. (The 
mushrooms can be prepared 1 day ahead; 
cool, cover and refrigerate. Reheat, stir-
ring, over medium heat.)
 3. For the toast and eggs: Brush both 
sides of the bread slices generously with 
olive oil. Set a 10- to 11-inch nonstick 
frying pan over medium-high heat, and, 
when hot, add the bread and cook until 
lightly browned, about 2 minutes per side. 
Remove the toast and cover loosely with 
foil. When pan is cool enough to handle, 
wipe it out with clean paper towels.
 4. Add the butter to the frying pan and 
set it over medium heat. When the butter 
starts to foam, break an egg into a saucer, 
being careful to remove any shell frag-
ments., and gently slide it into the frying 
pan. Repeat with the remaining eggs. Im-
mediately reduce the heat to low and cook, 
basting the eggs with some of the butter 
in the pan frequently, until the whites are 
firm and the yolks are still soft and runny, 
3 minutes.
 5. While the eggs are cooking, arrange a 
toasted bread slice on each of four plates. 
Mound the mushrooms evenly over the 
toast.
 6. Remove each egg with a spatula and 
arrange on top of the mushrooms. Season 
with salt and pepper and, if desired, gar-
nish each serving with a rosemary sprig. 
Serve immediately.
 Tip: If you can’t find dried crushed rose-
mary, crush regular dried rosemary in an 
electic spice mill, or place it in a self-seal-
ing plastic bag and roll over it with a roll-
ing pin.

– wfcreport.com

A perfect dish for a New Year’s Day brunch

See BRIEFS, 22
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today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR
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brary during the month of January 
2023.  More information about 
Samuels Library and the pro-
grams and services available can 
be found at www.samuelslibrary.
net or by calling (540) 635-3153.
 Monday, January 2
 Library is closed in observance 
of New Year.
 Tuesday, January 3 
 10:00 AM – Winter Reading 
Program begins! Come enjoy 
some special activities: balloon 
designs from 11am-12pm, and 
face/hand painting from 4-5pm.  
Register to become a “Winter 
Reader” and earn a prize each 
week!
 10:30 AM - Homeschool Hub. 
For ages 6-11. Children will work 
together as they go through the 
scientifi c method, gathering data, 
and drawing conclusions.  Th e 
topic this week is Spreading Vi-
ruses.  Registration is required.  
 Wednesday, January 4
 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  

Bring your toddler to a potpourri 
of simple stories, fun songs, and a 
cute craft all about the New Year! 
Siblings welcome. Registration is 
required.
 11:00AM - Preschool Story 
Time.  Come for an enjoyable 
hour fi lled with amazing tales, 
exciting sing-alongs, fi nger plays, 
and a nifty craft! New Year will be 
the theme of our stories, songs, 
and craft. Siblings welcome. Reg-
istration is required. 
 Tuesday, January 5
 6:00 PM – Teens Connect.  Do 
you love being creative and want 
to fi nd new books to dive into?  
Come join us once a month to 
enjoy diff erent activities ranging 
from crafts, games, and more.  
Th is month we will be Judging 
Books by their Covers!  For ages 
12-18. Registration is required.
 Saturday, January 7
 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM - Dun-
geons & Dragons.  Join us as we 
continue our quest to gather and 
save knowledge.  For ages 12-18.  
Registration is required.

 Monday, January 9
 11:00 AM – Music & Move-
ment for Babies & Toddlers. Join 
our relaxed and joyful time with 
our little ones as we incorporate 
music, beginning yoga, and mul-
tisensory activities designed to 
delight your baby. Registration is 
required.
 Tuesday, January 10
 4:30 PM - Science Scouts. Chil-
dren will investigate a diff erent 
STEM-related topic bi-weekly. 
Th is week’s theme is Spreading 
Viruses.   For ages 6-11.  Registra-
tion is required.   
 Wednesday, January 11
 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  
Bring your toddler to a potpourri 
of simple stories, fun songs, and a 
cute craft all about Winter Tales! 
Siblings welcome. Registration is 
required.
 11:00AM - Preschool Story 
Time.  Come for an enjoyable 
hour fi lled with amazing tales, 
exciting sing-alongs, fi nger plays, 
and a nifty craft! Winter Tales will 
be the theme of our stories, songs, 

and craft. Siblings welcome. Reg-
istration is required. 
 Saturday, January 14
 2:00 PM – Discuss Th is.  If you 
are a teen who likes to talk about 
books, music, shows,… then come 
join us!  Registration is required.
 Monday, January 16
 Library is closed in observance 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  No 
Music & Movement class.
 Tuesday, January 17
 10:30 AM – Homeschool Hub. 
For ages 6-11. Children will work 
together as they go through the 
scientifi c method, gathering data, 
and drawing conclusions.  Th e 
topic this week is Folded or Flat, 
which absorbs more? Registration 
is required.  
 Wednesday, January 18
 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  
Bring your toddler to a potpourri 
of simple stories, fun songs, and 

a cute craft all about Imagining! 
Siblings welcome. Registration is 
required.
 11:00AM - Preschool Story 
Time.  Come for an enjoyable 
hour fi lled with amazing tales, 
exciting sing-alongs, fi nger plays, 
and a nifty craft! Imagining will 
be the theme of our stories, songs, 
and craft. Siblings welcome. Reg-
istration is required. 
 Saturday, January 21
 11:00 AM – Snowy Owl Craft.  
For ages 6-11. Come celebrate 
winter by making a snowy owl and 
learn all about them.  Registration 
is required.
 2:00 PM – Press Play.  For ages 
11-18.  Come join us in a Mario 
Kart Tournament!  Registration is 
required.
 Monday, January 23
 11:00 AM – Music & Move-
ment for Babies & Toddlers. Join 
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Dog
Friendly!

Introducing Neko!
- No, he isn’t new- 
but you must have 
missed him before. 
That’s the only ex-
planation I can think 
of for why he hasn’t 
been adopted yet! 
This handsome very 
good boy is about 
2-3 years old and he 
LOVES people! He is 

so special and funny, we’re just obsessed!

Doobie - 2-yr-old 
Shepherd-X who’s 
strong, active, goofy 
and playful!!  He is 
looking for a family 
with no other pets or 
young children at this 
time. He has done 
well with teens in 
previous homes. His 

adoption includes free training sessions with Rid-
geside K9, LLC who are very familiar with Doobie 
and who we trust will help set Doobie and his new 
family up for a successful future together!

With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. 
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!

Humane Society of Warren CountyHumane Society of Warren County
1245 Progress Dr, Front Royal, VA 22630  •  (540) 635-4734

Doobie’s ad sponsored by:

Bentonville, VA • 636-2671
hillbillysjunkyard.com

Hillbilly’s Junkyard
Hillbilly has what you NEED!
4381 Stonewall Jackson Hwy

Handsome Bernie
is estimated to be 
6-8 yrs old and 
came to us as a 
stray. He loves his 
tennis balls and 
walkies and has 
adorable ears that 
face opposite di-
rections. Give us a 
shout if you’d like to 
meet him and check 
out the application 
on our website.

Noah - You guys like 
meatheads? This 
one is particularly 
meaty! Noah is a 
big handsome love 
bug and ready for 
his next chapter. Ap-
prox. 2-yrs-old, loves 
making new human 
friends and hogging 
the couch. He can be 

protective so let us guide you into a safe and suc-
cessful adoption!

BRIEFS, from 21
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our relaxed and joyful time with 
our little ones as we incorporate 
music, beginning yoga, and mul-
tisensory activities designed to 
delight your baby. Registration is 
required.
 Tuesday, January 24
 4:30 PM - Science Scouts. Chil-
dren will investigate a diff erent 
STEM-related topic bi-weekly. 
Th is week’s theme is Folded or 
Flat, which absorbs more?   For 
ages 6-11.  Registration is re-
quired.  
 Wednesday, January 25
 10:15AM - Toddler Story Time.  
Bring your toddler to a potpourri 
of simple stories, fun songs, and 
a cute craft all about Games! Sib-
lings welcome.  Registration is re-
quired.
 11:00AM - Preschool Story 
Time.  Come for an enjoyable 
hour fi lled with amazing tales, 
exciting sing-alongs, fi nger plays, 
and a nifty craft! Games will be 
the theme of our stories, songs, 
and craft. Siblings welcome. Reg-
istration is required. 
 Saturday, January 28
 2:00 PM - Aspiring Artists.  For 
ages 7-11.  Come get creative with 
a self-portrait collage! Registra-
tion is required. 
 Monday, January 30
 11:00 AM – Music & Move-
ment for Babies & Toddlers. Join 
our relaxed and joyful time with 
our little ones as we incorporate 
music, beginning yoga, and mul-
tisensory activities designed to 
delight your baby. Registration is 
required.
 Tuesday, January 31
 10:30 AM – Homeschool Hub. 
For ages 6-11. Children will work 
together as they go through the 
scientifi c method, gathering data, 
and drawing conclusions.  Th e 
topic this week is Making and Us-
ing a Stethoscope. Registration is 
required.

Samuels Public Library Adult 
Programming for January, 2023

 You can fi nd and register for 
all library events on our website, 
www.samuelslibrary.net.
 Th e Library will be closed for 
New Years and Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day Monday, January 2nd and 
Monday, January 16th.

Adult Winter Reading Won-
derland - Winter reading isn’t 
just for kids! Check out Samuels 

Public Library’s 2023 Adult Win-
ter Reading club from Tuesday, 
January 3rd to Sunday, February 
26th. Programs include DIY crafts, 
art workshops, photography and 
more! Th ere’s something for every-
one this winter at Samuels Library! 
Register for the winter reading 
program for a chance to win awe-
some prizes. Record each book you 
read online through Beanstack or 
ask reference staff  to record titles 
for you. You will receive one entry 
in our biweekly drawing for every 
print, eBook and audiobook you 
record. You can also download free 
ebooks, magazines, videos and 
music on our website so don’t miss 
out!

Adult Winter Reading Writ-
ing Contest - For the fi rst month 
of AWR, we’re having a writing 
contest for all adults. Th e prompt: 
write up to two pages about a mag-
ical wintry day in the Shenandoah 
Valley! It can be real or fi ctional; 
we accept poetry, too. Submission 
forms and details are available at 
the Adult Reference Desk. You 
must have a submission form. Sub-
missions are due by Tuesday, Janu-
ary 31 midnight, and will be judged 
by our very own Pen & Prose Cre-
ative Writing Group! Winners will 
be announced at the end of Winter 
Reading. Email us at reference@
samuelslibrary.net for any ques-
tions.

A.R.E. Inc. Free STI Testing - 
In-Person. Did you know that 1 in 
5 people in the USA have an STI? 
Winchester’s AIDS Response Ef-
fort, Inc. (A.R.E.) will be at the 
library Wednesday, January 4th at 
1:00 PM to provide free STI test-
ing for the community. Testing in-
cludes: HIV, Hepatitis B & C, Chla-
mydia, Gonorrhea, and Syphilis. 
A.R.E will be at the library every 
1st Wednesday of the month.

G.E.D. Registration - In-per-
son. Registration for Laurel Ridge 
Community College’s General 
Education Development in-person 
course will be available on Th urs-
day, January 5th and Tuesday, 
January 10th at 10:00 AM. All pro-
spective students must attend and 
complete registration. Registration 
for in-person classes will take 2 
hours to complete. Do not bring 
children – no daycare will be pro-
vided. Courses begin Tuesday & 
Th ursday from 10:00 AM  to 12:00 
PM. More information on regis-
trations dates or interest in ESL 
courses can be found on the LRCC 
website https://lfcc.edu/adult-edu-
cation/

Bad Romance - Virtual. Do 
you consider yourself a hopeless 
romantic? Are bad romances a 
guilty pleasure of yours? Can you 
quote every line from your favorite 
rom-com? Th en you should join us 

Monday, January 9th at 6:00 PM 
for another special meeting of Bad 
Romance. Indulge us with your 
favorite romance books, movies, 
music or other media, and possibly 
discover new titles!

Genealogy Club - Hybrid, vir-
tual and in-person. Interested in 
your family’s history? Already done 
extensive research and wanna be 
able to share your fi nds? Join us on 
Wednesday, January 11th at 6:00 
PM when both novices and experts 
alike can come together and talk 
about diff erent genealogy topics. 
Th is event will be held every sec-
ond Wednesday of the month.

Winter Wonderland: Drawing 
Workshop - In Person - Interest-
ed in learning how to draw? Join 
us Saturday, January 14th at 2:00 
PM for a basic drawing workshop 
where participants will get a small 
sketchbook and learn how to draw 
a wintery still life scene. As sup-
plies are limited, registration is re-
quired. 

Pen & Prose: Creative Writing 
Group - Hybrid, virtual and in-
person. Love writing or looking to 
learn how? Come to our fi rst meet-
ing of the year, Wednesday, Janu-
ary 18th at 6:00 PM, where we’ll 
talk about this year’s plans, our 
recent projects, and judging the 
Winter Reading Writing Contest! 
Open to beginners and seasoned 
writers alike. Th is group meets ev-
ery 3rd Wednesday of the month.

Winter Bird Identifi cation and 
Feeding - Virtual - Join us Th urs-
day, January 19th at 6:00 PM. Dur-
ing this virtual presentation, you 
will be introduced to the diff erent 
types of birds that spend the winter 
in the Shenandoah Valley. Tips will 
be presented on how to identify 
common bird species along with 
advice on how to attract feathered 
friends to your backyard. Th is pre-
sentation is open to everyone who 
loves birds of any age. 

Photography and Beyond: 
Winter Bird Photography - In 
Person - Please join us on Satur-
day, January 21st at 2:00 PM for a 
hands-on session at Eastham Park 
in Front Royal.  During this hands-
on presentation we will share tech-
niques for photographing birds. 
Th e park is along the Shenandoah 
River and is home to many local 
birds. Please bring your cameras or 
cell phones with storage available 
and batteries charged. Remember 
to bundle up if the weather is cold! 
Th is interactive forum is facilitated 
by local photographer, Sharon 
Fisher. Register for this event on-
line.

Book Clubs at Samuels Public 
Library - In-person. Love talking 
about books? Join us at the library 
Saturday, January 28th at 2:00 PM
for an information session about 

book clubs at the library. Share 
with us what you are looking for, 
the books you would like to see us 
discuss, and what meeting times 
best work for you! Light refresh-
ments will be provided.

What the Tech! In-person. Need 
help with technology? Come by the 
library Tuesdays at 2:00 PM where 
we will be going over computers 
and other technology basics. Th is 
program resumes January 24th.

Center releases new crop 
insurance resources for small, 

organic producers 

 Managing risk is an essential 
part of a successful agricultural op-
eration, and crop insurance is one 
way for farmers and ranchers to do 
so. However, for some specialized 
operations crop insurance choices 
are not always clear. 
 Two new resources from the 
Center for Rural Aff airs describe 
coverage options available for 
small and organic operations—the 
Micro Farm program and Contract 
Price Option, respectively. 
 “Th ese resources are designed 
for the small or organic farmer 
who is wondering if they are get-
ting the best coverage, or if cover-
age is available for them at all,” said 
Kate Hansen, policy associate with 
the Center. “Th ese are two options 
that refl ect specialized operations’ 
needs.” 
 Th e Micro Farm program in-
sures the expected revenue of an 
agricultural operation, and is de-
signed with small ones in mind. 
Th e coverage protects against loss 
of revenue from commodities 
grown or purchased for resale dur-
ing the insurance period. 
 “With Micro Farm, all agricul-
tural commodities are reported 
together, and there are no report-
ing requirements for expenses or 
expected yields or values for indi-
vidual commodities,” Hansen said. 
 Operations eligible for Mi-
cro Farm must make less than 
$350,000 in approved annual rev-
enue, with no more than 50% of 
total revenue coming from com-
modities purchased for resale.
 For producers growing or transi-
tioning to organic crops, the Con-
tract Price Option can be used to 
better cover a crop’s value. 
 “Th is option allows producers 
with written contracts from buy-
ers to protect their crops based on 
their contracted price rather than 
the price set by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Risk Man-
agement Agency (RMA),” Hansen 
said. “Adding it on has the poten-

tial to really improve a producer’s 
coverage.” 
 Th e Contract Price Option is 
only available for acres under con-
tract. Acres with and without con-
tracts can still be insured under 
the same policy, but those acres 
not under contract will be factored 
into a weighted average at the price 
established by RMA.
 To learn more about these 
programs, view and download 
the Center’s “Whole Farm Rev-
enue Protection: Micro Farm” and 
“Strengthening Organic Coverage: 
Contract Price Option” publica-
tions at cfra.org/publications. 
 Farmers with questions about 
crop insurance are invited to reach 
out to the Center for Rural Aff airs 
for one-on-one support. Contact 
Kate Hansen at kateh@cfra.org or 
515-215-1294. Th e fact sheets and 
one-on-one support are available 
in English and Spanish.

Virginia to off er training for 
dam owners

 Th e Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation will 
off er a virtual training session for 
owners of the state’s more than 
2,600 regulated dams. 
 Training will be off ered from 
2-4 p.m. on two upcoming dates: 
Jan. 17 and Feb. 7. Consultants 
and professional engineers are also 
welcome to attend. 
 Attendees will learn about regu-
latory requirements, managing 
dam safety within the Dam Safety 
Inventory System (DSIS) and the 

See BRIEFS, 24
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funding available through the 2023 
Dam Safety Flood Prevention and 
Protection Assistance Fund. Th e 
training will be taught by DCR 
dam safety engineers and program 
staff  and will include time for ques-
tions and answers. 
 A total of $5 million is available 
to eligible Virginia dam owners for 
engineering studies, plans, repairs 
and other measures to help bring 

dams into compliance with regula-
tions.
 “Th e funding made available this 
year is an important and unprec-
edented opportunity for dam own-
ers to improve the safety and func-
tion of their dams. DCR is pleased 
to off er this training to help edu-
cate dam owners and to share how 
this funding can further the safe 
operation and repair of dams in 
the commonwealth,” said Wendy 
Howard-Cooper, DCR’s director 

of the division of Dam Safety and 
Floodplain Management. 
 Although the material covered 
will be the same in each session, 
participants may register for more 
than one session, if desired. Th e 
training will be held using the 
GoTo Meeting platform.
 Register online: https://www.
dcr.virginia.gov/dam-safety-and-
fl oodplains/dsfpm-grants

DMV Calls for Organizations 
to Help Save Lives on Virginia’s 

Roads

Highway Safety Grant Fund Ap-
plications Accepted through Febru-
ary 28
 If your organization’s passion is 
making a diff erence in your com-
munity and you want to save lives, 
consider applying for a highway 
safety grant from the Virginia 
Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV). Grants allow Virginia-
based law enforcement agencies, 
nonprofi t organizations, state and 
local government agencies and 
colleges and universities to imple-
ment innovative programs and 
campaigns aimed at preventing 
and reducing traffi  c fatalities, inju-
ries and crashes in Virginia.
 Interested applicants may apply 
between February 1 – 28, 2023, 
and are required to complete a 
grant application training course. 
Workshops begin in January 2023. 
For information about the course, 
guidelines for grant applications 
and access to the application, con-
tact the DMV program manager in 
your area.
 Grant-funded programs strive 
to increase seat belt use; decrease 
speeding; prevent drunk, drugged, 
drowsy or distracted driving; or 
promote motorcyclist, pedestrian, 
bicyclist, teen or senior driver safe-
ty. Objectives to measure the ini-
tiative’s eff ectiveness are required, 
and funding is determined by the 
potential impact on these estab-
lished performance objectives. 
Applications for programs that 
include Virginians of various cul-
tures and ethnicities are encour-
aged. More information is avail-
able online.
 Approved applications will re-
ceive funding from October 1, 
2023 through September 30, 2024. 
Applicants participate on a cost-
reimbursement basis.
 Here are three examples of 
grant-funded projects:
 A local law enforcement agency 
provides high-visibility enforce-
ment (HVE) of alcohol-related 

traffi  c laws, including checkpoints 
and saturation patrols, to combat 
drunk driving crashes, injuries and 
fatalities. Th e agency evaluates the 
crash data in its locality, including 
where and at what times of day the 
most incidents occur, and forms 
an HVE plan based on the data.
 Th rough VCU Health’s GR-ACY 
(Get Real-About Choices and 
Consequences for You) education 
and prevention program, partici-
pants glean the knowledge of vari-
ous trauma center roles, including 
physicians, nurses, social workers, 
chaplains, and local law enforce-
ment. Following the observational 
experience, each participates in 
simulation activities to reinforce 

the consequences of impaired 
driving. For Fiscal Year 2022, 76 
individuals completed the GR-
ACY program. Th is is an increase 
of 32% over previous years.
 Street Smart is a pedestrian and 
bicycle safety public awareness 
campaign in northern Virginia. 
Paid advertising displays on buses, 
at bus stops and bus shelters, on 
gas pump toppers and through so-
cial media, while law enforcement 
agencies spend overtime hours en-
forcing pedestrian and bicycle traf-
fi c laws, all at the end of Daylight 
Saving Time when incidents tend 
to be most frequent.

Send YOUR news to 
news@warrencountyreport.com

Upcoming events with Dan McDermott
Sat. Dec. 17 Christmas Party (7-11pm)

Karaoke at Edinburg VFW
(Special Event: Open to the Public)

Tues Dec. 20 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

Fri. Dec. 23 (7-11pm)
Karaoke at Front Royal Moose*

Fri. Dec. 30 (7-11pm)
Karaoke at Front Royal Moose*

Sat. Dec. 31 (New Year’s Eve 7pm-1am)
Karaoke at Edinburg VFW

(Special Event: Open to the Public)

Tues. Jan. 17 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

Tues. Jan. 31 (6:30-9pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

Sat. Feb. 4 (7-10pm)
Karaoke at Woodstock Moose*

*Private clubs open to members and properly invited guests

route11dj.com
Limited dates remain. Book your event now: dan@route11dj.com

Apply Now at: careers.walmart.com
or Text “Jobs” to 240240

Why work at Walmart?
Training and Opportunity
• Walmart Academy training for career advancement
• More than 300,000 US associates promoted with higher pay in FY 2021
• More than 75% of salaried store management teams started as hourly
• As of March 2021, average US hourly wage was over $15.25 per hour

Education Benefi ts
• Associates have the opportunity to go back to school, paid for by Walmart
• Finish high school, earn a college degree or professional certifi cate

Health care and insurance options made affordable
• All eligible associates – both full- and part-time – have affordable options
• Medical plans starting at $30.50 per pay period
• Dental and vision plans and coverage for domestic partners is available
• Free access to nurse care managers and health care advisors
• Company-paid life insurance

Many other benefi ts including:
• 401(k) options from day 1 with 6% match after one year on the job
• Associate stock purchase plan with company match
• 10% discount on regularly priced general merchandise at Walmart stores
• Discounts on travel, cell phone services, entertainment and other goods
• Paid time off
• Maternal and parental leave and adoption benefi ts for salaried and full-time 
hourly associates who have worked at Walmart for at least 12 months

  See current bene� ts at careers.walmart.com

• Starting at $14-$16 per hour!
• Auto Care Center
• Fuel Station
• Stocking & Unloading
• General Merchandise
• Hourly Supervisor & Training
• Food & Grocery

• Cashier & Front End Services
• Stocking & Unloading
• Online Orderfi lling & Delivery
• Health & Wellness
• Deli/Bakery Team
• Asset Protection
• Meat/Produce Team

Winchester and Front Royal openings include:

Walmart #1406: 2350 S Pleasant Valley Rd Winchester
Walmart #3344: 501 Walmart Dr Winchester
Walmart #4514: 201 Maranto Manor Dr Winchester
Walmart #5105: 10 Riverton Commons Dr Front Royal

Walmart Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer – By Choice.
 Walmart Inc. participates in E-Verify.

BRIEFS, from 23


