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Stephens City Volunteer Fire & Rescue serving the community through the decades

By Mark Gunderman
Stephens City

 The Frederick County Fire and 
Rescue Department Station 11 
- Stephens City Volunteer Fire 
and Rescue (SCVFR) provides 
fire protection and emergency 
response services to the greater 
Stephens City community. The 
Fire Department’s mission is to 
prevent the loss of life and prop-
erty by responding to fire, medical 
emergencies, motor vehicle ac-
cidents, rescue calls and hazard-
ous material incidents. SCVFR 

currently maintains about three 
acres of land which include a 
13,000-square foot building. The 
building has 10,000 square feet 
dedicated specifically for fire and 
rescue services, including stor-
age, living quarters and training/
meeting space. A community hall 
makes up the remaining 3,000 
square feet of the building.
 In accordance with GIS Divi-
sion of Information Technologies, 
County of Frederick, VA, SCVFR 
First Due response area is fifty-
two square miles with a popula-
tion of 29,500. The response area 
borders extend to the Winchester 
city line to the north, Route 522 to 
the east, Vaucluse Springs to the 
south and just past Cedar Creek 
Grade to the west with approxi-
mately 237 road miles within.
 “The future for SCVFR is opti-
mistic,” said Fire Chief Timothy 
Vaught. “We continue to have 
overwhelming support from our 
local stakeholders including town 
and county governments, citizens, 

and businesses in which we serve. 
Planning continues for upgrading 
our current property, equipment 
and fleet as firefighting technol-
ogy progresses.”

Early days of firefighting

 In the early days, the original 
fire alarms were people. These 
individuals would hustle around 
the town, ringing bells to warn 
the community of imminent dan-
ger and alerting folks to come 
equipped with buckets to respond 
to the fire. Very often, by the time 
bucket brigade volunteers were 
organized to fight the fire, there 
was nothing but glowing embers 
to greet them when they arrived 
at the scene.
 According to the late town his-
torian Mildred Lee Grove, when-
ever a Stephens City fire was first 
observed, someone in a position 
of authority had to phone Win-
chester and request one of the 
city Fire companies act. The re-

sponding fire company needed 
to ascertain, in advance, if there 
was adequate funding available to 
cover their services. Prior to 1941, 
the town had no water system and 
cisterns were the primary source 
of water. Often Stephens Run had 
to be dammed up during town 
fires so firefighters could pump 
water into their hoses.
 During the 1930s, there were 
several devastating fires in Ste-
phens City. According to the late 
Robert E. Aylor, two great fires 
prompted the town to consider 
establishing a fire department. 
The first fire was at M.J. Grove 
Limestone Company in the Mud-
ville District in 1936 and the 
second was a major commercial 
fire at Willie Boyd “Pud” Steele’s 
magazine and newspaper store at 
5317 Main Street in 1938. Aylor 
was the Stephens City school 
principal at the time and would 
become the fire company’s first 
president. 
 Town leaders believed these 

major fires were an initiative to es-
tablish a local fire company rather 
than rely on fire companies from 
Winchester. In April 1939, Robert 
E. Aylor and ten others organized 
the Independent Hose Com-
pany. In August 1939, the new 
fire company requested financial 
assistance from the town coun-
cil. Mayor Lomax Parker called a 
bond issue election for providing 
a water system to improve fire-
fighting efficiency. On November 
4, 1939, during a special meeting, 
the council voted (4 yes, 1 no, 1 
absent) to build the first town wa-
ter system with a cost not to ex-
ceed $9,000. 
 Until this time, Frederick Coun-
ty did not have any fire protection 
other than fire companies from 

SCVFR Technical Rescue Team returning from a multi-day deployment 
for Hurricane Dorian response efforts in September of 2019. Courtesy 
SCVFR.

Stephens City Volunteer Fire & Rescue facility on 5346 Mulberry Street. 
Courtesy SCVFR.

Walter Saunders joined the An-
nandale (VA) VFD in 1951 when 
he was seventeen. Saunders was 
employed by Fairfax County Fire 
Services (1957-58) and District 
of Columbia Fire Dept (1959-80). 
Saunders was an active volunteer 
at SCVFR holding positions as fire-
fighter, treasurer, photographer 
and historian from 1995 through 
2011. Saunders’s 20 binder his-
torical record of Stephens City fire-
fighting (1939-2011) was essential 
in the writing of this article. Cour-
tesy Walter Saunders family.
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the town of Winchester. The In-
dependent Hose Company was 
chartered in 1941 as Frederick 
County’s first volunteer fire com-
pany. Julian Steele was the first 
chief and Robert E. Aylor was the 
president. The firefighters were 
H.R. “Boots” Mills, Maurice Lem-
ley, Joseph Clevenger, John Gos-
sard, Marshall Venable and Dave 
Brumback.
 A Lady’s Auxiliary was also 
formed to assist the firefighters 
with fund-raisers to build a fire 
hall. Many of the fund-raising 
functions were held at Stephens 
City High School and were attend-
ed by large crowds. The first fire 
engine was a 1933 Dodge 6-cylin-
der which the members purchased 
for $1,000 from the South End 

Hose Company in Winchester. 
The truck was housed in the high 
school basement on Main Street 
until members built the original 
one-door section of today’s fire 
hall on Mulberry Street in 1941. A 
portion of the money was raised 
by selling individual concrete 
blocks for eleven cents each. In 
November 1947, the company’s 
name was changed to Stephens 
City Fire Company, Inc. The fire 
company then bought a new 1947 
International which was garaged 
in the fire hall.

Central focus of community

 The 1950s gave birth to an up-
surge of civic and social orga-
nizations, all of which vied for 

volunteers. Stephens City fire 
department was able to dominate 
the volunteer activities for de-

cades because no other organiza-
tion could match the adventure 
that was found in a firefight or 

the thrill of saving human life and 
property. 
 In 1957, a community hall was 
added to the back end of the origi-
nal building. The original firehall 
on Mulberry Street was a simple 
structure. Around 1963, a sec-
ond door was added to the origi-
nal building to allow for two fire 
trucks and later saw its size triple 
by 1976 when two additional bays 
were built on the north side. Dur-
ing this time, the Ladies Auxiliary 
sponsored many fundraisers to in-
clude lawn parties, bingo, beauty 

SCVFR participated in the 2003 Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival Fire-
fighter’s Parade. Courtesy Walter Saunders.

Fire prevention education and awareness being presented by SCVFR staff 
to students from a local church preschool in August of 2012. Courtesy 
SCVFR.
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pageants, apple butter sales, fire 
hall dances, chicken dinners and 
carnival parades. In the 1960s and 
70s the Auxiliary donated $2,500 
to $4000 annually to payoff fire 
hall equipment debt. 
 In 1983, Stephens City became 
a first responder company. The 
fire company became known as 
Stephens City Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue Company in 1991 when 
it was certified as a basic life sup-
port facility and transport agency. 
SCVFR achieved certification as 
an advanced life support company 
in 1994. 
 1994 brought more changes as 
Stephens City broke ground for an 
8,000 square-foot addition to the 
north side of the fire hall. The ad-
ditional space provided for three 
bays, bunk rooms for men and 
women, a recreation room, meet-
ing and classrooms, a lounge with 
kitchenette and storage rooms. 
The building dedication took 
place on February 25, 1995.
 In the fall of 2016, due to over-
crowding issues, the company 
converted a 2,220-square-foot 
residential building built in 1921 
on an adjacent property into ad-
ditional administrative offices. It 
houses the Fire Chief, Fire Mar-
shall, and operational offices (Fire, 
EMS and Safety), meeting rooms 
and archives.
 In 2017, SCVFR expanded its 
apparatus storage with the addi-
tion of a 4,250-square-foot ancil-
lary building to the rear of Fire 
Station 11. Two of the four bays 
are drive through. The building 
stores a technical rescue squad, 

reserve fire engine, brush truck, 
utility truck, three rescue boats, 
grounds maintenance equipment, 
hazmat support trailer and other 
support items related to emergen-
cy response.
Transition of firefighting equip-
ment through the decades.
 78-year-old Tom Merritt began 
volunteering for the SCVFR when 
he was sixteen. He received life-
time membership in 1991 and has 
served the department as a fire-
fighter, emergency medical tech-
nician, treasurer, vice president 
and president. Tom provided an 
overview on the history and evo-
lution of the fire equipment used 
through the decades. 
 In 1939, the fire department 
purchased a 1933 Dodge one and a 
half-ton chassis with water pump 
mid-mounted on the equipment. 
It was converted from a soda pres-
sure unit to a front mounted 250 
Gallons per Minute (GPM) pump.
 In 1947, a new KB7 Internation-
al with a 500 GPM front mounted 
pump and a 500 Gallon Water 
Tank (GWT) was purchased. 
 Next came an American LaF-
rance unit built on a 1963 cab over 
850 Ford with a 750 GWT and 750 
GPM mid mounted pump. 
 In 1974, came a new American 
LaFrance Pioneer II with a 1,000 
GPM pumper and a 750 GWT. 
Equipment included cross lay 
hoses to support the rapid deploy-
ment of a hose line to attack a fire. 
A jump seat provided five fire-
fighters to ride inside the cab for 
more safety. 
 In 1982, came a new 99 Pierce 
Arrow 2,000 GPM and 750 GWT 
adding a larger pumping capabil-

ity.
 In 1990, a new Pierce Lance 
Custom Built 2,000 GPM, 1000 
GWT, Compressed Air Foam 
System (CAFS) 50-gallon Class 
B foam, 10-person cab to allow 
more firefighters to ride in safety.
 1996, a used tandem rear axle 
canopy cab-forward ‘88 Emergen-
cy One (E-One) “Hurricane” 100-
foot rear mount ladder quint fea-
turing 1,500 GPM, 250 GWT with 
cross lay hoses. First ladder truck 
allowed a platform for firefighters 
to work from a distance for safety.
 In 2001, Tower 11 becomes a 
1986 Pierce Arrow 105-foot Steel 
Ladder Bucket with 2,000 GPM, 
300 GWT, 6-person cab. Tower 
11 has an interesting history as it 
originally was ordered for Dulles 
Airport in Virginia and was paint-
ed lime green and white. Stephens 
City had some significant revi-
sions made to the truck, includ-
ing the addition of a 4-door cab, 
upgraded pump and roll up com-
partment doors.
 In 2004, came a new Pierce 
Contender Mini Pumper 750 
GPM and 270 GWT with CAFS 
30-gallon Class A foam,  2-person 
cab. Truck used for brush and 
wood fires.
 In 2006, a used 2002 Pierce 
Dash 1250 GPM and 750 GWT 
rescue engine including “Jaws of 
Life” hydraulic-extrication tools 
used for highway accidents and to 
supplement the technical rescue 
team. 
 In 2017, a new Engine 11 Pierce 
Arrow Velocity Custom Pump-
er, 2,000 GPM and 1,000 GWT, 
6-person cab was purchased to 
replace aging apparatus. Many of 

its new features, like the guard 
walls on top of the truck and the 
automatic ladder system, were 
engineered to help the firefighter 
stay safe. Truck came equipped 
with full harnesses and airbags.

Training and volunteering

 When SCVFR was a small ru-
ral town fire department, training 
consisted of a sit down with the 
Fire Chief and listening to the “old 
tried and true” methods of fire-
fighting. That is the way we do it 
here syndrome. However, as the 
role of the volunteer firefighting 
responsibilities expanded, so did 
the necessity for classroom train-
ing to perform a multitude of im-
portant tasks. 
 According to SCVFR President 
Lenny Peters, the Federal Gov-
ernment established the National 
Incident Management System 
(NIMS) in the early 1990s. That 
brought the Feds, State agencies 
and local government emergency 
services all under the same system 
and method to managing inci-
dents. All fire and rescue personal 
are required to have NIMS 100, 
200, 700 and 800 program cours-
es, while Fire Chief ’s Officers 
must also receive NIMS 300 and 
400 which offer training in com-
mand, personnel and logistics.
 FEMA introduced the Incident 
Command System (ICS) about the 

same time. ICS brought fire res-
cue incident command under one 
umbrella on how incidents are 
managed. “Volunteers are encour-
aged to take incident command 
and leadership classes available 
online, locally and at Emmetsburg 
Maryland at the National Fire 
Academy,” Peters said.
 Chief Vaught describes current 
volunteer opportunities as emer-
gency medical services, search and 
rescue, traffic incident manage-
ment and maintenance of equip-
ment, uniforms, and vehicles. 
“Those interested in emergency 
response should know that SCV-
FR offers fire and EMS services 
and technical rescue services such 
as water rescue and rope rescue,” 
Vaught said. Vaught believes there 
is a place for volunteers not inter-
ested in fighting fires or providing 
medical care. “These include grant 
writing, public relations, clerical 
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office work and strategic plan-
ning. For those pursuing a paying 
position within fire and rescue, 
volunteering is a wonderful way 
to gather experience and educa-

tion to increase employment op-
portunities,” Vaught added.
 Chief Vaught said volunteerism 
continues to be on the decline na-
tionwide. “While some funding is 

received from local governments 
for our operational expenditures, 
a substantial portion of our op-
erating capital is derived from 
fundraising and station events. 
Additionally, the administration 
of the organization and upkeep 
of the station and grounds are 
all conducted by volunteers. As 
experienced members depart 
through attrition, the remaining 
members must shoulder addi-

tional responsibilities to ensure 
the continuation of service. It can 
take many years for an entry-level 
member to gain the knowledge 
and experience necessary to ad-
vance to management levels with-
in the organization. This applies 
to both the business department 
and emergency response aspect. 
Without volunteers to evolve into 
these roles, the organization be-
comes diminished,” Vaught con-

cluded.

Fundraising & public relations

 Today the SCVFR currently 
staffed by fifty volunteers (fire-
fighters, medical services and ad-
ministrative support) and twelve 
career personnel who provide 
support 24-hours a day, 7 days a 
week. Current financial support 
for the fire company is derived 
from several sources to include 
state, county and town funding, 
EMS Revenue Recovery, local do-
nations, social hall rentals and two 
annual letter solicitation fundrais-
ers. Fundraising efforts supple-
ment the overall budget.
 SCVFR continues to provide 
outreach to the community, offer-
ing fire prevention awareness ed-
ucation material and equipment 
displays to day care, elementary 
and middle schools, and church 
groups. The ever-popular Santa 
Tours makes special appearances 
to first due subdivisions during a 
two-week period in December. 
SCVFR participates in the an-
nual Newtown Heritage Festival, 
Shenandoah Apple Blossom Fes-
tival, Middletown Fourth of July, 
and Front Royal Fireman’s Carni-
val parades.

–gunderman2001@aol.com
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DSS needs more foster families
The agency asks for help in placing children in safe environments

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 When interviewing the exu-
berant and friendly team at War-
ren County Social Services to get 
more information on April as 
Child Abuse Prevention Month, 
it was enlightening to learn how 
much they are working to pro-
mote a new attitude in the area 
about their role in helping people. 
 At the meeting were four mem-
bers of the team, some dressed 
as the superheroes they admire. 
They were Director of Warren 
County Social Services Jon Martz; 
April White, who provides family 
service support in child protec-
tive services; Shelissa Lewis, who 
works in family service support 
for foster care and adoptions, and 
the agency’s Assistant Director 
Christie Lawson.
 Each member took a turn to 
speak during the first few minutes 
of the meeting. But the overriding 
message they agreed on was that 
of “Protection, Permanency and 

Prevention” when dealing with 
families.
 To reflect this, as related to chil-
dren, the words on the T-shirt 
worn by April, were, “It’s a beauti-
ful Day to Protect Kids.”
 The focus of the meeting was on 
the methods they use to do this.
 “Nationally, one out of five chil-
dren will be abused or neglected,” 
said Jon.
 “And one in ten are sexually 
abused-that we know about,” add-
ed April.
 These statistics are approximate 
because not all cases of abuse/ne-
glect are reported.
 “When you have vulnerable 
kids like babies who don’t talk, or 
developmentally disabled people 
who can’t communicate, that 
number might look different,” she 
noted.
 Martz spoke about the process 
they use when identifying at-risk 
children.
 “Let’s say someone thinks a child 
is being abused or neglected, they 
would call our office and speak to 

an intake worker, he began. “We 
average between 50-60 calls a 
month, but not every call results 
in a case, because it has to meet 
certain criteria. As of last Monday, 
we had 52 open assessments and 
we have 16 children in foster care.” 
 April said there are four dif-
ferent criteria that must be met 
based on the Code of Virginia be-
fore they can respond and make a 
case.
 They are that:
• the allegations have to meet the 
definitions for abuse or neglect in 

the code. “Poor parenting is not 
necessarily abusive or neglectful,” 
she observed. “A concern, yes, but 
it doesn’t meet the criteria.
• the child must be under 18 at 
the time of the call.
• the abuser/neglector must be in 
a caretaking role.
• the child resides in, or the abuse 
happened, in Warren County.
 April said if they get a call that 
doesn’t meet the criteria because 

it’s not quite clear, but is concern-
ing, there is the mechanism to 
reach out to people via a confiden-
tial letter that informs them. 
 Basically, it reads, “Hey, we 
heard about your child, and if 
you’re willing, please give me a call 
and let’s talk about it,” she said.
 The letter asks the caregiver 
to take the offer of their services 
which could take the form of help-
ing them apply for Medicaid or 
medical insurance, or the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP) or a referral to an-
other agency that deals with their 
issue.
 This has been their emphasis 
since Jon became the director 18 
months ago.
 “Our agency has really made an 
effort to put emphasis on preven-
tion in the last 12-15 months,” Jon 
added. “Before ‘Families First’ was 
passed by the Virginia General 
Assembly, there was no funding 
for prevention services, so if you 
were doing it, you were just biting 

Shelissa Lewis and April White painted one nail blue on their hands to 
represent one in every fifth child nationally who has experienced abuse.

Director of Warren County Social Services, Jon Martz and several key 
members of his staff who work together to find the best solutions for 
children are Shelissa Lewis, Assistant Director Christie Lawson and April 
White. Shelissa and April are dressed appropriately as superheroines!

Warren County Parks and Recreation Department

For more information or to register contact 
Warren County Community Center

 538 Villa Ave. Front Royal, VA  22630 • 540-635-1021
Visit us on the web at www.warrencountyva.net/parks-and-rec

NFL Youth Co-EdNFL Youth Co-Ed
Flag Football League

Registration May 2 - June 30, 2022

Boys & Girls 5 to 11 years old
(age of 5 before August 1, 2022, and who will not 

attain the age of 12 before August 1, 2022)

$60.00 per child: 
Must provide proof 

of age eligibility

This league is sponsored and governed by the National Football League. Online 
registration is not available. Practices will be held weekly through October 2022, 
and games will be played on Saturdays starting in August (subject to change).

Age divisions will be 5 - 6 
years old, 7 - 8 years old, 

and 9 - 11 years old, if 
registration numbers allow.

Melanie Hamel
Associate Broker • ABR, GRI, CRB, ePro

540-671-3369
mhamelbroker@gmail.com

www.melaniehamel.com
Licensed in Virginia and West Virginia

824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

Looking to List or 
Buy? Call Me Today!!

O� ering Something DIFFERENT in Senior Living
540-636-2008

973 Buck Mountain Road
Bentonville, VA 22610

www.hiddenspringsseniorliving.com

* Assisted Living
* Advanced Care
* Memory Care
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the bullet and paying for it your-
self, but now there’s some funding 
from state and federal partner-
ships programs.” 
 “Our agency believes that fami-
lies do best when they stay togeth-
er,” he continued. “But sometimes 
we need a little help with that, and 
the child goes into foster care, al-
though the number one goal is for 
them always to return home. She-
lissa and her staff do an amazing 
job of working with the families to 
put in any support to create a safe 
environment so the child can re-
turn home.”
 But if that family is not a safe op-
tion for the child, Shelissa works 
to find a family they can identify 
with.
 “We look at relatives or “fictive” 
kin, even close friends who are 
treated as family, anything we can 
do to keep them in the community 
they grew up in,” said Shelissa.
 Someone who is not related by 

blood but is close to the child is 
defined as “fictive kin.” 
 When asked about the percent-
age of kids who are put back into 
their families, April responded, “A 
better number is how many kids 
we divert from going into fos-
ter care in the first place because 
we’re working with the families.”
 “Virginia traditionally has a 
low percentage of kids returning 
home, but it’s misleading because 
Virginia has a very high percent-
age of diversion. We find place-
ments for kids with families before 
they ever go into foster care and 
that was around the 50% mark a 
couple of years ago,” Jon remarked.
 “They only end up in care be-
cause all other options have been 
exhausted and there is nobody left 
who is able, or willing or capable 
of doing so,” April said.
 Jon added that, “Shelissa has led 
the charge here in Warren to re-
cruit more foster parents. When I 
got to Warren, we had zero foster 
parents in the county. Kids had to 
go across the state to Fredericks-
burg, Fairfax or Roanoke.”
 Now due to her efforts, there are 
two families recruited with four 
more in training and the bonus of 
that is that if a child must come 
into foster care, which they do 
everything to avoid, it’s vital that 
they remain in the area to main-
tain attendance in their schools, 
being around extended family 
members, their friends and other 

people they know. Also, it’s much 
easier for the parents to work with 
the child for their eventual return 
home if they are close by.
 “When I started, none of the 
kids were even placed in our coun-
ty,” Shelissa said.
 A consequence of not dealing 
with the underlying problems 
of the family is that when kids 

come out of foster care at 18, 
they come back and if the fam-
ily hasn’t changed or healed and 
hasn’t learned any new skills, the 
18-year-old is put in the same situ-
ation. If they haven’t been able to 
work with the family when the 
child was young, the issues are still 
there.
 “Really prevention is the key,” 

said April.
 When asked if families are or-
dered to get counseling, Shelissa 
replied, “It depends on the situa-
tion. Nine times out of 10 there is 
some service that they have to do 
(or requested) simply because the 
kid is in foster care.”
 But even though the court or-
ders them to do it, just like the 
state orders everyone to wear a 
seat belt, not everyone does.
 Jon interjected, “It’s important 
to know that every single foster 
care plan is approved by the court. 
It’s not DSS saying, ‘here’s what 
you have to do to get your child 
back.’ The Court of Law puts in an 
order, saying ‘these are the things 
that need to be accomplished for 
the child to come back home.’”
 April said she still personally be-
lieves that the solution is preven-
tion. “An ounce of prevention is 

Blue pinwheels are set out in Warren County by Social Services and folks 
are invited to pick one from the “garden” to show support. The number to 
call if abuse is suspected is 1(800) 552-7096.

Positive signs of encouragement are on the walls in the entry at the War-
ren County Social Services office.

See COMMUNITY, 8

Now hiring 
teachers,      
assistants, 
and bus drivers
for the summer 
and upcoming 
school year.
Inquire by email to mdemato@mlm-school.org.

Now hiring

DAVE’S
DIVERSIFIED SERVICES

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
SERVICE &

INSTALLATION

• Over 30 Years Experience
• Free Estimates

• Oil Furnaces, Boilers,
Heat Pumps & Gas Furnaces

• Ductwork & Air Quality Services
803B N. ROYAL AVENUE • FRONT ROYAL

540.636.3396
www.ddsserviceshvac.com

POWERING
REAL LIFE

*Based on the average residential electricity used by REC members in 2021. 

$5*
 

per day

Whether you’re cleaning up or winding down, REC is right 
there with you. And … powering you through each moment 
for just over $5 a day. 

As a not-for-profit cooperative, we deliver safe, affordable 
electricity to local homes and businesses 24/7. That’s why 
we work hard to keep our rates as low as possible, while 
keeping value high. 

Real life. Powered by REC.

for just over
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worth a pound of cure, right?” she 
asked. 
 She believes that if they can 
work with people to make small, 
minimal risk issues go away before 
the situation explodes, it is pos-
sible to avoid a disaster.
 “It’s very, very expensive to pro-
vide services and ten times more 
expensive for foster care,” she said.
 Jon went on to describe the tra-
ditional role of the agency.
 “The social services system is 
set up to be reactive-whether with 
Child Protective Services (CPS) or 
SNAP applications, so something 
has to happen for DSS to be in-
volved, somebody had to contact 
us,” he said. “Prevention is one of 
the few programs that allows us to 
be proactive. Just because an event 
happens that may not be abuse or 
neglect, doesn’t mean that every-
thing is fine. Prevention lets us 
get in with the family to hopefully 
prevent abuse or neglect happen-
ing. Front end maintenance is al-
ways cheaper than long-term in-
vestments.”
 And initiatives like the Jubilee 
help to get the word out.
 “When I walk around with one 
finger painted to remind folks that 
one in five kids is abused, people 
will ask me why,” April observed.
 “And when I walk around look-
ing like a fool wearing this outfit, 

it shows that we’re no one to be 
afraid of,” she said with a laugh. 
 Jon mentioned how much time 
Christie has spent working on the 
upcoming Jubilee.
 “The Jubilee we set up to make 
a nice place for families to walk 
around and have a good time but 
it’s also for people to get informa-
tion,” she said, “We’ve invited WIC, 
(the  program set up to safeguard 
the health of low-income women, 
infants, and children) the school 
board with people to talk about 
pre-K, parks and rec, a yoga in-
structor to show stress relief, and 
there will be activities. These are 
very simple things that might help 
mom and dad with learning some-
thing new that they didn’t know 
was already in the community.”
 For the first time, the advocate 

group Bikers Against Child Abuse, 
will make an appearance. 
 “This is the group whose mem-
bers accompany children to court 
so they can face their accuser and 
feel safe in doing so,” said Jon. “And 
it’s a free service they provide.”
 “We’re changing the face of 
social services,” Christie contin-
ued. “We’re not the scary people 
that are knocking on their doors, 
conversations can be had without 
fear,” she said. “We work really 
hard to keep the community safe 
and to get the word out there.” 
 In former events, they had pin-
wheels representing the number 
of victims in the county, but his 
year’s focus instead is on strength, 
building resilience,  and how to 
reduce the numbers and stressed 
that they don’t want to stop people 

from calling but to lessen the rea-
sons for the calls.
 “The DSS is in the business of 
providing opportunities,” said Jon.
 “While we can’t make them do 

what we want them to do, we can 
give them the opportunity and a 
chance to be involved,” Christie 
added.
 People are opening the door and 

Kids who visit the Warren County Department of Social Services are pro-
vided a cozy, welcoming place to read and play.

COMMUNITY, from 7

On Second Thought Consign & Thrift

Check out our Facebook Page for 
Weekly Updated Pictures & SALE Information

TWO Locations!
476 North Main St.

(former Ben Franklin Store)
WOODSTOCK  540-459-2655
390 East King Street, Suite 6

(Beside Blue Ridge Hospice Thrift Shop)
STRASBURG  540-465-2655

WOODSTOCKWOODSTOCK

STRASBURG
Three Generations, Two Locations, One Goal

Shop at a LOCAL Family Owned Business. You can get quality and unique items at great 
prices while also helping out our consignors which are your friends, neighbors and many 
local charities put money in their pockets. We are Upscale Consignment Stores where 
HALF of the Inventory in the Stores are 25%, 50%, 75% & 90% OFF EVERY DAY at 
BOTH the WOODSTOCK & STRASBURG Stores.
We are a unique and fun place to shop and are one of the largest Consign & Thrift 
Stores located in the State of Virginia. Now accepting Consignments and Donations.

Both stores are Open Mon-Wed 9-6
Thur, Fri & Sat 9-7 and Closed Sunday

MATTERS
WHAT

WHATMATTERSW2.COMBETH
ASSOCIATE BROKER

My listings are selling so fast and for much more than sellers expect! Please 
call me for a no-obligation consultation to see what your home could be worth!

540-671-6145  •  beth@whatmattersw2.com

Learn more about WHAT MATTERS Partners at www.whatmattersw2.com

88 Long Winding Rd.
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-671-6145

210 E Main St.
Front Royal, VA 22630

703-330-2222

Georgia Rossiter
Attorney At Law

117 W Boscawen St.  Suite 4  Winchester
Phone (540) 535-2001 • Fax (540) 535-2210

Concentrating in Family Law & Equine Law
Divorce   •   Child Custody   •   Support

Pacific Landscaping LLC

Call us for a  free quote:
• Fence Repairs
• Fence and Deck Staining/Painting
• Retaining Wall (stone, brick, and
 block)
• Concrete Stamps
• Fire Pits
• Paver Patios
• Gardening Services (mulching,
 flowerbeds, edging, etc.)

(540) 313-2721
We are licensed and insured!

pacificlandllc@gmail.com

Serving Frederick and surrounding counties

Tues.-Sat. 8–4 (Lobby closed 11am-12 noon for lunch)

540-622-8085
www.ShearElegancePetBoutique.com

918 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal (in front of UPS)

Shear Elegance Pet Boutique
Dogs & Cats Welcome

$10 Nail Trim • Call for Appointment

“We Give Your Pets the Love,
Care & Respect they Deserve”

Front Royal 
90 Riverton Commons 

540-635-6466

Winchester
157 Market St
540-545-8895

PMS 7710 

PANTONE YELLOW 012 

PMS COOL GRAY 11
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not slamming it in their faces. 
 “And that is impactful,” she said. 
“Also, families are talking to each 
other, and the word is getting out. 
“It’s small, but it’s increasing.”
 “We’re not just filling deficits.”
 “Before, people just came in for 
Food Stamps,” said Shelissa. “But 
now we can offer job searches, 
resume building advice and help 
with interviews and resources. We 
can refer them to Northwestern 
Community Services, or the War-
ren Coalition. This helps them 
navigate the systems, along with 
food and resources. It’s not just 
dropping off a box of food, it’s say-
ing ‘we’re going to help you plan 
how to stop this from happening, 
to take care of their resources and 
make things better, not just having 
the bare minimum, but better.”
 And Jon added, “The Mission 
statement of VDSS is “people 
helping people to triumph over 
poverty” to get on the road to self-

sufficiency. In Warren County, the 
goal for everything we do is for the 
impact on the community. That 
means leaving this place a little 
better than we found it.” 
 When asked if they feel that 
people’ impression of DSS has 
changed, Jon responded, “We do 
feel like it’s improving. It’s no lon-
ger, they’re giving us welfare and 
are stealing our babies” which 
we’ve run into in years past. We 
don’t run into that anymore. It’s 
changed to ‘when I have a prob-
lem, I can call DSS and they will 
help.”
 Before the interview ended, Jon 
said that there were two points he 
definitely wanted to make. 
 They were that:
• If there are any people inter-
ested in becoming foster parents, 
please call Shelissa Lewis at (540) 
635-3430 ext. 3313 to get more in-
formation.
• We are part of this community 

and everything we do is with the 
community in mind. Most of us 
live here in Warren County and 
we have all chosen this work be-
cause we love the community.
 “If anyone out there is thinking, 
‘should I call?’ the answer is Yes, 
please call us!” he said. “Let us fig-
ure it out for you.” 
 Jon noted that he is grateful for 
the support from the county ad-
ministration, and the Board of Su-

pervisors in particular.
 “Without their support, we 
couldn’t do what we do,” he said, 
and added. “We also have an 
amazingly dedicated staff!”
 The Child Abuse Awareness 
Jubilee will be held on Saturday 
April 23, 2022, from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at 465 W. 15th St. (Track and 
Field)
 Special guests for the first time 
this year are Bikers Against Child 

Abuse bringing tattoos and their 
small choppers for kids to sit on 
to get their pictures taken. Live 
music will be provided by Charlee 
Allman. There will be lots of fun 
activities for the kids. The event is 
free, and everyone is welcome.
 Warren County Social Services 
is located at 465 W. 15th St., Front 
Royal, VA 22630. Call (540) 635-
3430.

– carol@areaguides.com

“I just streamed a Netflix movie 
for the first time I moved here 
three years ago, thanks so much!”

(Winchester, VA)

• Reliable internet service for rural areas
• Get hooked up with fast, robust internet service
• FREE INSTALLATION & NO data throttling
• Unlimited Plans that keep you connected

RURAL INTERNET SERVICE

(540) 364-6910
www.sonustechnologies.com All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Licensed & Insured  •  Free Estimates

* Serving Front Royal for 25 years! *

(540) 222-0521
(540) 631-0666

HamricksRoofi ng@gmail.com

Hamrick’s
Sudoku!

 Like puzzles? Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This mind-bending 
puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, 
so sharpen your pencil and put 
your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

 Sudoku puzzles are formatted 
as a 9x9 grid, broken down 
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle! (Answer in back.)
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Friday, April 22, 2022: Patchy fog 
before 9am. Otherwise, sunny, with 
a high near 74. Calm wind becoming 
north around 6 mph in the morning.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a 
low around 49. Calm wind.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 78. Calm wind becoming 
southeast around 6 mph in the after-
noon.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with 
a low around 56.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 86.
Sunday NightMostly clear, with a low 
around 58.

Monday: A chance of showers after 
2pm. Mostly sunny, with a high near 
84. Chance of precipitation is 30%.

Monday Night: A chance of show-
ers. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
56. Chance of precipitation is 50%.

Tuesday: A chance of showers. 
Partly sunny, with a high near 70. 
Chance of precipitation is 50%.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with 
a low around 43.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a high 
near 59.

Wednesday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 39.

Th ursday: Mostly sunny, with a 

high near 61.

ENGLE’S ANGLE:
“A Miracle”

by Kevin S. Engle

 And Kevin said, “Let there be light!”
 But there was no light.
 In fact, there hasn’t been any for at 
least three years, probably closer to 
four.

 Every time I turned on the light 
switch in my offi  ce, nothing happened.
 No light.
 No ceiling fan.
 Th at’s why my wife bought a new 
one.
 At least three years ago.
 It’s been downstairs in the box all 
that time.
 Th e plan was to install it ourselves, 
but we just never got around to it.
 Correction.
 I never got around to it.
 She was more than ready to take 
care of it.
 After reading, and re-reading the 
assembly instructions, she was rea-
sonably confi dent she could do the job.
 With her brains, and my muscle(?), 
we could get it done.
 But I kept making excuses.
 I ran out of them a few weekends 
ago.
 Saturday morning.

 Before any real work could begin, I 
had to prepare the job site.
 Th e ceiling fan is directly above my 
desk.  I’d fi nished the desk myself and 
didn’t want anything to happen to it.
 I moved the computer monitor, just 
in case, and then covered the desk 
with a blanket.
 Piles of papers strategically stacked 
on the fl oor were moved to diff erent 
spots on the fl oor where they wouldn’t 
be in the way.
 I then spread out more blankets to 
keep the fl oor clean.
 My offi  ce has a high ceiling.  About 
13 feet.
 We needed the ladder.
 I’d cleaned it up last fall and it’s been 
on the back porch ever since, just wait-
ing for me to get my act together.
 I huff ed and puff ed and brought it 
inside and then upstairs.
 One hour in and I told the boss, “It’s 

time.”
 Th e fi rst step was a very important 
one.
 Shutting off  the power to my offi  ce.
 We then opened the ladder and got 
it into position.
 It’s one of those that two people can 
stand on at the same time.
 She’s on one side, me on the other.
 And with her telling me what to do, 
and how to do it, we take down what’s 
left of the old fan.
 So far so good.
 Step by step, we began installing the 
new one.
 Very slow and somewhat steady, we 
were actually making progress.
 By late afternoon, our legs and 
calves were sore from being on the 
ladder.
 We stopped for the day.
 Sunday after lunch, we picked up 
where we left off  and were soon ready 

Marlow Motors
707 N Commerce Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-4158 • marlowmotor.com
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SPRING SPECIALS!
BRAKE SERVICE 

SPECIAL
$50 OFF

Brake Pads for 1 Axle

$100 OFF
Brake Pads for 2 Axles

BUILDING, REMODELING 
& HANDYMAN SERVICEBS

Replacement Windows • Siding Decks 
& Porches • Roof Repair Additions 

Finished Basements • Fine Carpentry • Ceramic 
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 Tree & Yard Work • Power Washing

Call Buck
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TeamDanielsVA@gmail.com
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Sharon Daniels:
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www.SharonLDaniels.com
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ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
 Aries, daydreams could tempt you 
away from your work this week. Try 
to stay grounded, but explore creative 
pursuits. Make time on your schedule 
for such activities.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
 Taurus, call a meeting with busi-
ness partners or prospective partners 
and embrace creative collaboration 
this week. Being part of a team will get 
the ideas flowing.  
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
 Gemini, professional goals can be-
come a reality this week, as the stars 
are aligned with the sector that gov-
erns career matters. Go after the work 
you want promptly.
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
 Take time to analyze any dreams 
that you remember, Cancer. Symbol-
ism or images could provide clues to 
events in the waking world as well.  
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
 Start to purge any feelings or emo-
tional baggage that isn’t serving you 
well, Leo. This may be a time to recon-
sider relationships, particularly if they 
aren’t benefitting you.  
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
 Virgo, positive vibes at your place of 
employment will help you appreciate 
you are earning a living. Utilize this 
positive energy as motivation to com-
plete a key project.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
 Libra, you may have creative goals 
spinning around in your head, but this 
is the time to bring some structure to 
those ideas. Ask a friend for help in 
that matter.
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
 Don’t be afraid to call the shots 
right now, Scorpio. Whether you’re 
ruling the roost at home or taking a 
place of authority at work, you want 
to be in control. Some may protest.
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
 Sagittarius, you may be tempted 
so share strong opinions on a subject 
with a few other people. Just don’t be 
too headstrong or you risk a squabble 
among friends. 
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
 A cosmic alliance in the sector of 
your chart governing money finds you 
on solid financial ground, Capricorn. 
Make the most of this experience 
while you can.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
 Aquarius, expect to benefit from 
your quick wit and passionate way of 
speaking this week. Whether you’re 
leading a work meeting or socializing 
with friends, good things are coming.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
 Impulsive energy is swirling around 
you, Pisces. Maintain your focus and 
make a concerted effort to spend 
wisely.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

APRIL 10
 David Harbour, Actor (47)
APRIL 11
 Alessandra Ambrósio, Model (41)
APRIL 12
 Brendon Urie, Singer (35)
APRIL 13
 Ron Perlman, Actor (72)
APRIL 14
 Anthony Michael Hall, Actor (54)
APRIL 15
 Emma Thompson, Actress (63)
APRIL 16
 Bill Belichick, Coach (70)

to finish the job.
 I screwed in the lights and turned 
on the breaker.
 “Here goes,” I said as I flipped the 
switch.
 Nothing.
 I tried the one downstairs.
 Nothing.
 We tried again, because that’s what 
you do in these circumstances, hoping 
it would come on.
 And for some unexplained electrical 
reason, it did.
 That’s when I heard the sound of an-
gels singing.
 And a heavenly voice.
 “Let there be light!”
 It was a miracle.
 I wept tears of joy.
 The author prefers his old desk lamp.

– kevinengle456@comcast.net
 The Best of Engle’s Angle is available 
online or pick up a signed copy at a lo-
cal bookstore.

Ask Stewart

Hey Stewart,

 What is a mega-forest?

– Sam 

 While we see lots of trees in our 
area, if you were in a mega-forest you 
would see only trees for thousands of 
miles.  Even after all the development 
on planet earth, five stunningly large 
forests still remain: the Taiga, extend-
ing from the Pacific Ocean across all 
of Russia and far-northern Europe; the 
North American boreal, ranging from 
Alaska’s Bering seacoast to Canada’s 
Atlantic shore; the Amazon, covering 
almost the entirety of South America’s 
bulge; the Congo, occupying parts of 
six nations in Africa’s wet equatorial 
middle; and the island forest of New 
Guinea, twice the size of California.
 These mega-forests are the planet’s 
first line of defense against global 
warming.  The trees help reduce car-
bon emissions, shade/cool the land, 
and are a cost effective way to com-
bat climate change.  It is far cheaper 
to maintain the mega-forests than it 
would be to use other means to re-
place their stabilizing effect on the 
global climate.  
 DEFINITIONS: 
 TAIGA (Boreal Forest) – is a BI-
OME characterized by coniferous 
forests consisting mostly of pines, 
spruces, and larches. The taiga or bo-
real forest has been called the world’s 

largest land BIOME. 
 BIOME – a large naturally occur-
ring community of flora and fauna oc-
cupying a major habitat. The 7 Biomes 
of the world are: Tropical Rain Forest, 
Temperate Forest, Desert, Tundra, 
Taiga (Boreal Forest), Grassland, and 
Savanna.  
 LARCH – a coniferous tree with 
bunches of deciduous bright green 
needles found in cooler regions of 
the northern hemisphere.  They grow 
from 65-150 feet tall.
 We don’t have a mega-forest in our 
area, but we do have lots of trees.  To 
find out more about how to plant, 
prune, and care for your trees you can 
go to the Tree Stewards website.  You 
can also get some practical experience 
by joining us for one of our regular 
work sessions taking care of the trees 
in the Happy Creek arboretum.
 The next Tree Stewards classes are 
at Samuel’s Library:
 May 21st 10am – Pruning 101
 June 11th 10am – Tree Identifica-
tion Walk  
 See you there!
 Your Pal in the Trees,

– Stewart
 The Front Royal/Warren County 
Tree Steward program began in 1997 
with volunteers dedicated to improv-
ing the health of trees by providing 
educational programs, tree planting 
and care demonstrations, and tree 

maintenance throughout the commu-
nity. The group now consists of over 30 
active members with several interns 
working toward becoming certified tree 
stewards from our annual “All About 
Trees Class”. Each month Stewart will 
answer a question from our readers. 
Please forward it to “Stewart” in care 
of: 

frwctreestewards@comcast.net 
and we may publish it in a future issue. 
Please visit our website at:

www.treesfrontroyal.org

Browntown Redbud Festival
April 23rd from 9-3

 Come enjoy the day at our  Brown-
town Redbud Festival  in scenic 
downtown Browntown.  The Festival 
benefits the Browntown Commu-
nity Center, (Old Browntown School-
house). Shop for Crafts, bid at the 
Silent Auction, buy some plants and 
Redbud Tree Seedlings , listen to mu-
sic, watch the ducks race down the 
Gooney Creek and enjoy the wonder-
ful food and great entertainment. A 

See BRIEFS, 12

540-551-8312

540-551-8312
xx
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great time for all.
 Directions: From Front Royal take 
Rt. 340 South 1/2 mile and turn left 
onto Browntown Road. Go 8 miles to 
the Village of Browntown. 96 Brown-
town Rd, Browntown, VA  

Free Admission and Free Parking! 
 Find us at: www.
browntowncommunity.com and on 
Face book at Browntown Community 
Center   Association, Inc.

Quilt ShowQuilt Show
Apr. 22-24Apr. 22-24

Quilt show

 Th e Northern Shenandoah Valley 
Quilt Show is happening April 22-24, 
2022 at Clarke County Senior Center, 
225 Al Smith Circle, Berryville, VA 
22611. www.nsvquiltshow.com

Social Security Administration to 
resume in-person services at local 

Social Security offi  ces

Online services and telephone re-
main most convenient ways to contact 
agency
 “I am pleased to announce that local 
Social Security offi  ces will restore in-
person services, including for people 
without an appointment, on April 7, 
2022.
 To avoid waiting in line, I strongly 
encourage people, who can, to 
use our online services at www.
socialsecurity.gov, call us, and 
schedule appointments in advance 

rather than walking in without an 
appointment.  Phone appointments 
can save you a trip to a busy offi  ce.  I 
thank the public for your patience as 
we work to increase service.
 Customers who walk in without ap-
pointments may encounter delays and 
longer waits at our offi  ces.  Be aware 
that our offi  ces tend to be the busiest 
fi rst thing in the morning, early in the 
week, and during the early part of the 
month, so people may want to plan to 
visit at other times.
 Given that many of the people we 
serve have health vulnerabilities, and 
consistent with our union agreements, 
we are continuing to require certain 
safety measures including masking, 
physical distancing, and self-health 
checks for COVID-19 symptoms.  We 
will provide masks to the public and 
employees if they need them.  
 Th oughtful planning and prepa-
ration have shaped our process to 
restore in-person services.  Social 
Security employees are dedicated to 
serving the public, and we are ready 
to welcome the public back to our of-
fi ces.  Our local managers understand 
and can address the needs of their 
communities.  We have also imple-
mented offi  ce-to-offi  ce support as well 

as brought recently retired employees 
back to assist the public.  We thank 
the many interested stakeholders in-
cluding the Department of Health and 
Human Services’ Administration for 
Community Living and national advo-
cate organizations for your help.
 Th roughout the pandemic, mil-
lions of people have used our secure 
and convenient online services and 
received help by phone.  People who 
have access to the internet should fi rst 
try our online services before calling 
us or visiting an offi  ce.
 As we transition to a new modern 
phone system, some people may expe-
rience a busy signal or be unintention-
ally disconnected from their call.  We 
sincerely regret this disruption and 
recommend people call when our Na-
tional 800 Number may be less busy, 
such as before 10 a.m. or after 4 p.m. 
local time or later in the week.  Like 
our offi  ces, our waits are generally 
shorter later in the month.
 To learn more, please visit www.
socialsecurity.gov/coronavirus/
gethelp/ and www.socialsecurity.gov/
onlineservices/
 Additional Information:
 Most Social Security services are 
available to the public online at www.

socialsecurity.gov and with a my So-
cial Security account, or by telephone.  
And most Social Security services do 
not require the public to take time to 
visit an offi  ce. People may create their 
my Social Security account, a person-
alized online service, at www.socialse-
curity.gov/myaccount.
 People who set up their my Social 
Security account have access to ad-
ditional personalized services.   Th ey 
can request a replacement Social Se-
curity card online if they meet certain 
requirements.   If they already receive 
Social Security benefi ts, they can start 
or change direct deposit online, re-
quest a replacement SSA-1099, and if 
they need proof of their benefi ts, they 
can print or download a current Ben-
efi t Verifi cation Letter from their ac-
count.
 People not yet receiving benefi ts 
can use their online account to get a 
personalized Social Security State-
ment, which provides their earnings 
information as well as estimates of 
their future benefi ts.   Th e portal also 
includes a retirement calculator and 
links to information about other on-
line services, such as applications for 
retirement, disability, and Medicare 
benefi ts.
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• Mowing • Snow Removal• Mowing • Snow Removal
• Driveway Repair • Driveway Repair • Mulching• Mulching
• Leaf Clean-up • Leaf Clean-up • Light Bush Hogging• Light Bush Hogging
 • Spring & Fall Clean-ups• Spring & Fall Clean-ups
 • Annual Contracts Available • Annual Contracts Available

540-636-9002

Now offering gravel driveway repair!

LAWNCARE SERVICESLAWNCARE SERVICES
FRONT ROYAL, VAFRONT ROYAL, VAA1AHOMEIMPROVEMENT@COMCAST.NET

LICENSED & INSURED  •  LICENSED & INSURED  •  Commercial & ResidentialCommercial & Residential

Shenandoah National Park had a structure fi re at the Big Meadows Lodge complex early morning April 18, 2022. In addition to the National Park Service, fi re departments from Luray, 
Stanley, and Elkton responded. The fi re was reported by a visitor at the campground about 2:00 a.m. Two buildings, the Blackrock guest cabin and a small maintenance building were 
destroyed. The Big Meadows Lodge complex has not opened for the season, so the buildings were unoccupied. The Lodge is operated by the Park’s concessioner, Delaware North Cor-
poration. The cause of the fi re is under investigation. Photos courtesy of Shenandoah National Park.

Two buildings destroyed by fi re in Shenandoah National Park
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 Many Social Security services are 
also conveniently available by dial-
ing toll-free, 18007721213.   People 
who are deaf or hard of hearing may 
call Social Security’s TTY number, 
18003250778.

DMV customers with appointments 
can now check in online

Streamlined check-in process will 
reduce queuing and provide customers 
with faster service
 Customers visiting the Virginia De-

partment of Motor Vehicles (DMV) 
may now check in with a mobile de-
vice when they arrive for their ap-
pointment.
 Th is new convenience lets custom-
ers notify DMV they’ve arrived for 
their appointment by scanning a QR 
code and submitting a few pieces of 
information, allowing them to skip 
a visit to the information desk and 
instead have a seat in the lobby until 
their queuing number is called. Ap-
pointment holders who prefer not to 
use this digital service may still check 
in at the information desk via the ap-
pointments line. Last week, a custom-
er with an appointment waited less 
than fi ve minutes to be served after 
checking in on average.

 “Given the popularity of appoint-
ment opportunities, we are pleased to 
make the process even more effi  cient 
for customers who can plan ahead,” 
said Acting DMV Commissioner 
Linda Ford. “Your transaction will go 
even more quickly if you complete 
your forms beforehand. Please visit 
our website to fi nd out which applica-
tion you need to fi ll out ahead of time 
and bring to your appointment.”
 DMV is asking customers who 
change their plans to cancel their ap-
pointment to make sure everyone 
has a fair chance at this sought-after 
service, as a signifi cant number of ap-
pointment holders do not show up. 
Canceling an appointment is quick 
and easy via your confi rmation email 

or dmvNOW.com.
 Appointments and walk-in service 
are off ered simultaneously Monday 
through Friday, with Saturdays re-
maining open for walk-in customers 
in offi  ces with Saturday hours. Of ap-
pointment customers surveyed this 
year, 94% would like DMV to continue 
to off er appointments. 
 Data also show that customers con-
tinue to prefer DMV service options 
that don’t require a visit to a tradi-
tional service center. Alternate service 
options include:
• Online: More than 50 services are 
available at dmvNOW.com
• Mail: Popular services such as driv-
er’s license and vehicle registration 
renewals may be completed by mail

• Drop-off : Customers needing a 
title after purchasing a vehicle from 
an individual (not a dealer) may drop 
off  their applications and supporting 
documents at a CSC
• DMV Select: Vehicle-related ser-
vices are off ered through our partner 
offi  ces
• DMV Connect: Appointments can 
be scheduled for nearly every DMV 
service with the agency’s mobile teams

DMV expands online vehicle 
management to include smaller 

fl eets

 Companies with motor carrier fl eets 
of 25 or more vehicles can now skip a 
trip to DMV
 Th e Virginia Department of Motor 
Vehicles (DMV) has expanded its mo-
tor carrier self-service fl eet manage-
ment programs. A new system, called 
EZ Reg, allows companies with fl eets 
between 25 and 74 vehicles to renew 
vehicle registrations, get replacement 
license plates, and maintain fl eet ve-
hicle records online at no extra cost 
without having to leave the offi  ce.
 Th is new service complements 
DMV’s EZ Fleet program, which en-
ables companies with larger fl eets of 
75 or more vehicles to title and regis-
ter vehicles in Virginia without having 
to visit a DMV customer service cen-

See BRIEFS, 14

By Mark Gunderman
Stephens City

 Th e Newtown Commons Easter 
Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 9 was a 
stunning success. 
 Th ere were “take your own” Easter 

bunny and the much beloved Sparky 
the Fire Dog photo opportunities, 
balloon animals, face painting by 
Sherando High School volunteers 
and four egg hunting activities cat-
egorized by age. 
 Stephens City UMC Missions 

Chair Cathy Barley desired to intro-
duce a challenging egg hunt for pre-
teens. 
 Barley designed a 3D egg hunt cage 
and Dave Marchand assembled it.  
Kids gathered one hour before the 
start time announced by Mayor Mike 

Diaz.  
 Over 500 children and preteens at-
tended the family friendly programs 
and events. Th e bright faces and mer-
ry laughter of the children made up 
for an enjoyable occasion.

– gunderman2001@aol.com

Before & After: 3D Easter egg hunt at Newtown Commons a stunning success

BEFORE: Three dimensional Easter Egg Hunt cage at Stephens City 
Newtown Commons on Saturday, April 9. Courtesy of Marty Barley.

AFTER: Three dimensional Easter Egg Hunt cage at Stephens City New-
town Commons fi lled with 10-12 year old kids.

Jen Avery, REALTOR ®

BPOR, CNE, e-PRO, SRS
CRUM REALTY, INC
318 S Loudoun St. 

Winchester VA 22601
C: 540.683.0790
O: 540.662.0400

jenaveryrealtor@gmail.com 
JenAveryRealtor.com

Your Happy 
Home Expert

Hope.  Happiness.  Home.

Douglas Harold, Jr.
Attorney at Law
BANKRUPTCY

DIVORCE

No one wants to file for bankruptcy,  
but when there is no alternative…I can help.  

(Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Only)
Stop Garnishments, Collection Activities and Lawsuits.

Specializing in Uncontested Divorce • Rapid Service - Quick Results

(Under Federal Law we are defined as a Debt Relief Agency. 
We help people file for Bankruptcy Relief under the Bankruptcy Code)

Serving the Northern Shenandoah Valley
Free Initial Telephone Consultation

35 Years Experience
• Reasonable Fees •
douglasharoldjr@yahoo.com

1114 Fairfax Pike, Ste 10
White Post, VA 22663

(540) 869-0040

EXIT REALTY PROS

Independently Owned and Operated

No Matter where you’re going
this EXIT will get you there!

www.exitrealtyprosva.com
703.963.4064

Ken@exitrealtyprosva.com
9244 Center St., Manassas, VA 20110
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ter. 
 As part of the new EZ Reg system, 
customers may also:  
• Renew expiring truck, tractor, and 
trailer registrations
• Surrender truck, tractor, and trailer 
registrations
• Request replacement plates 
• Transfer truck, tractor, and trailer 
registration 
• Report vehicles that have been sold 
or have changed garage jurisdictions
• Perform registration maintenance 
(change gross weight, unit #, etc.)
• Reprint truck, tractor, and trailer 
registrations
• Process overload permits
 “We recognize fleet management is 
about efficiency and productivity. Of-
fering companies an online option to 
handle their own DMV needs gives 

companies the tools to meet those 
goals,” said Acting DMV Commis-
sioner Linda Ford. “Trucking compa-
nies of all sizes contribute to Virginia’s 
economy; we are proud to make these 
services more convenient to help keep 
them moving.”
 For more information, visit 
http s : / /w w w.dmv.v i rg in ia .gov/
commercial/#ez_reg.asp

Wanted teen hides inside residence 
for several hours

 At approximately 2:30 p.m. on April 
17, 2022, Winchester Police Depart-
ment (WPD) responded to the 500 

block of Armour Dale Drive in an at-
tempt to locate a teenage male who 
was wanted on outstanding charges of 
assault and a detention order.  Infor-
mation was received that the male was 
inside a relative’s residence by himself 
and possibly armed with a firearm.
 Members of the WPD Crisis Nego-
tiation Team attempted to communi-
cate for several hours with the male 
to have him exit the residence.   After 
no response was received, members of 
WPD SWAT entered the residence at 
approximately 7:34 pm and took the 
male into custody without incident.  
No firearms were located inside the 
residence. 
 The male, from Winchester, was 
transported to the Juvenile Detention 
Center.  No one was injured during the 
incident.  WPD was assisted by Virgin-
ia State Police and Frederick County 
Sheriff ’s Office.

New manufacturing jobs in 
Frederick County

 Kingspan Insulation to invest $27 
million to increase production capac-
ity
 Governor Glenn Youngkin an-
nounced Apr. 13 that Kingspan Insu-
lation LLC, a division of the Kingspan 
Group, the global leader in advanced 
insulation and innovative building 
solutions, will invest $27 million to 
expand its operation at 200 Kingspan 
Way in Frederick County. Kingspan 
Insulation LLC manufactures energy 
efficiency and moisture management 
products for the residential and com-
mercial construction industries. The 
company will increase production ca-
pacity by adding a new manufacturing 
facility for high-demand, ultra-high 
energy efficient OPTIM-R® vacuum 
insulated panels to further expand its 
footprint on the East Coast. The proj-
ect will create 37 new jobs.
 In keeping with Kingspan’s Planet 
Passionate initiative, a 10-year global 
sustainability program that aims to 
significantly reduce its environmental 
footprint, the expanded facility will 
incorporate a number of sustainabil-
ity aspects, including: replacement of 
all removed trees; the use of translu-
cent wall panels to incorporate natural 
lighting and allow for reduced energy 
usage; the use of PV Roofing for the 
maximum use of renewable energy to-
ward the goal of net zero carbon emis-
sions for all Winchester product facili-
ties; and the use of recycled rainwater 
through a robust rainwater harvesting 
program.
 “Kingspan Insulation has been a 
valued employer in Virginia for more 
than four decades, and we are proud 
to see the company reinvest in Fred-
erick County,” said Governor Young-
kin. “This great project is a win-win, 
as Kingspan will increase production 
capacity to expand its East Coast 

presence while also creating 37 high-
quality jobs, tapping into the region’s 
workforce.”
 “Virginia’s strong foundation for 
job growth is reinforced by Kingspan 
Insulation’s long-term success and ex-
pansion, demonstrating its confidence 
in our pro-business climate and tal-
ent,” said Secretary of Commerce and 
Trade Caren Merrick. “The company’s 
growth in Frederick County strength-
ens the local and regional economies 
and the Commonwealth’s advanced 

manufacturing sector, which con-
tinues to be a pillar in communities 
across Virginia.”
 “Our Winchester plant first opened 
its doors in 1980 and has grown to be-
come a critical manufacturing facility 
for Kingspan,” said Doug Crawford, 
managing director, Kingspan Insula-
tion North America. “The Winchester 
plant’s consistent track record of 
strong performance coupled with the 
support of Frederick County and the 
Commonwealth of Virginia has given 
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 On March 23, 2022, the War-
ren County Department of Fire and 
Rescue Services graduated six vol-
unteers from its 2021 Volunteer Fire 
Academy. 
 This six-month training program 
certified these students in CPR, First 
Aid, Hazardous Materials Opera-
tions, Firefighter Level I and Level 
II and various other ancillary certi-
fications.  To achieve these certifi-
cations, students invested over 320 
hours of classroom and hands-on 
learning and many more hours at 
home or at their respective volun-
teer fire station.  These students read 
multiple text books that when com-
bined, consist of over 2000 pages of 
course materials.  They completed 
various written and practical bench-
mark assessments, practical skills 
assessments, written state exams, 
state practical skills exams, and sev-
eral live fire training exercises.   This 
was the first fire academy program 
held since the start of the coronavi-
rus pandemic.  
 Fire Chief James G. Bonzano stat-
ed “it is my honor to see these six in-
dividuals achieve great success and I 
look forward in watching them serve 
their communities as newly certified 

firefighters.”   Graduates of the pro-
gram include:
• Bethany N. Bauserman, Front 
Royal Station #1
• Jonathan M. Buehler, Front Royal 
Station #1
• Taylor D. Corathers, Front Royal 
Station #1
• Kiersten H. Kennedy, Front Royal 
Station #1
• Dylan J. Martin, Front Royal Sta-
tion #1
• Jeffery P. Monti, Linden Station #4 
 During the graduation ceremony, 
special achievement awards were 
presented to Jeffery Monti for his 
outstanding performance and out-
standing academic achievements.  
Logan C. Maiatico was also posthu-
mously honored at this event with 
a certificate of graduation and the 
designation as firefighter after losing 
his life in a tragic vehicle accident on 
October 4, 2021, while he was a stu-
dent of the academy.    
 To learn how you can become a 
community volunteer at your local 
fire and ems station, visit www.
warrencountyfire.com or contact 
our Fire Administration Office at 
540-636-3830. 

– news@warrencountyreport.com

Six graduate Warren County 
Volunteer Fire Academy

*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for fi rst Lawn application only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for 
new residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services may 
vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions 
may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. †Purchase of annual lawn plan required for Healthy Lawn Analysis, 
which is performed at the fi rst visit. ◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. 
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us the confidence to continually invest 
in this operation. We are eager to start 
constructing a state-of-the-art manu-
facturing plant to produce OPTIM-R 
vacuum insulated panels; an ultra-

high performance insulation solution 
that is revolutionizing how architects 
and engineers achieve stringent ther-
mal requirements for the roofs of their 
construction projects.”

 “We are pleased Kingspan Insu-
lation has chosen to make another 
significant investment in Frederick 
County as part of its North Ameri-
can growth strategy,” said Charles S. 
DeHaven, Jr., chair of the Frederick 

County Board of Supervisors. “Ad-
vanced manufacturing continues to 
be the County’s largest employment 
sector because of the strength and in-
novation of companies like Kingspan.”
 “The news that Kingspan Insulation 

is expanding in Frederick County is 
a positive development for Virginia’s 
economy,” said Stephen A. Edwards, 
CEO and executive director of the 
Virginia Port Authority. “Kingspan 
sources raw materials from around the 
world for its manufacturing operation, 
and The Port of Virginia is pleased to 
play an integral role in its logistics sup-
ply chain. We look forward to helping 
Kingspan Insulation leverage the effi-
ciency of this world-class port to help 
the company grow and prosper for 
years to come.”
 “I am very pleased that Kingspan is 
continuing to invest in our commu-
nity,” said Senator Jill Vogel. “Frederick 
County attracts and maintains high-
quality employers and we are grateful 
for corporate partners, like Kingspan, 
that bring more jobs to our region.”
 “Two years ago, Kingspan contacted 
me for help because overly-burden-
some state regulations being proposed 
threatened Kingspan’s ability to pro-
duce its environmentally-friendly 
insulation,” said Delegate David A. 
LaRock. “We addressed that concern, 
and Kingspan has renewed confidence 
to invest in Virginia, creating energy-
saving products and good-paying jobs. 
With energy prices rising, it is great 
to see Kingspan investing in the local 
community and innovating to manu-
facture materials for energy-efficient 

See BRIEFS, 16

Warren County Department of So-
cial Services received a donation 
at its most recent Advisory Board 
meeting on March 24, 2022, in the 
amount of $6,272 from the Front 
Royal United Methodist Church. 
The donation will be used by the 
Warren County Department of So-
cial Services”. Ministerial Fund.” 
Advisory Board members Bob Cull-
ers and Brenda Wells, who are also 
parishioners of the Front Royal 
Church, presented the check to staff 
during the meeting. In addition to 
this donation Front Royal United 
Methodist Church will be making 
monthly donations of approximately 
$100 to the “Ministerial Fund.”

 Warren County Department of 
Social Services Director Jon Martz 
explained the “Ministerial Fund” is a 
community fund based upon a part-
nership with local Warren County 
churches and Warren County De-
partment of Social Services. Recent 
uses of the “Ministerial Fund” in-
clude vehicle repairs, Department 
of Motor Vehicle expenses, medical 
and prescription expenses, shelter, 
utilities, birth certificates and food.
 United Methodist Church Pastor 
Rachel Plemmons summed it all up, 
“By working together our churches 
and the Department are helping less 
fortunate County citizens weather 
life’s storms!”

Front Royal UMC donates to local fund

Participating in the check presentation to the Warren County Social 
Services Dept. are, from left, Michelle Smeltzer, Dept. Community 
Liaison Director, Brenda Wells and Bob Cullers, Advisory Board and 
Church members presenting the $6,000 check from the Front Royal 
United Methodist Church to Jon Martz, Director of the Dept. and Ste-
phen Jerome, President of the Advisory Board.

   Huge, Custom-built Riverfront 4-BR, 4-BA home on 5 acres. White Oak Hardwoods & Ceramic Tile 
Throughout, Formal Dining & Living Room, A Chef’s Dream Kitchen, W/Custom Cabinets, Stainless 
Steel Appliances, Double Oven, Wood Burning Oven & Wood Stove. Main Level Laundry w/Deep 
Laundry Sink, fl oating dock and covered picnic area at riverside. New Over-sized Deck (Aug 2018), 
New electronic awning- installed 2021. Partial Unfi nished Basement Offers added storage area. 1 
Car attached and a 2 car detached garage! Plenty of space for storage!! 455 Stoney Bottom Rd. 
Front Royal, VA: CALL 540-622-7698 for More Info. OPEN HOUSE Apr. 24 noon-2.

Weichert Realtors
824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

* *  “I don’t just help � nd you a house,  I � nd you a home”  * *

Gorgeous RIVER FRONT Home

Kathy McLendon, Realtor
cell 540-622-7698
  kathymclendon2016@gmail.com
VA License #0225227296

Open House - Sun. April 24, 12-2
$774,999

Mountain MysticMountain Mystic

215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318

Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry, chimes, 
rock and mineral specimens, books, Tarot & Oracle cards, greeting 
cards, journals, tapestries, candles, incense, fragrance and essential oils, 
stickers, and so many more one of a kind items!

Open Thur. – Monday 12-5

Trading CompanyTrading Company

540-635-7064

www.facebook.com/royaloakcomputers
www.royaloakcomputers.com

203 E. Main St.
Front Royal, Va.

Our service.
It’s that good.

www.autocareclinic.comwww.autocareclinic.com

Now offering 11 Service Bays
to get you in and out faster!

We Fix It Right!

• Premier Customer Service
• Free Loaner Cars or

• Shuttle Service!
• Car Care Club Discounts!

Home of Cars Changing Lives Ministry 
Changing a life, one car at a time!

Open  M-F 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Closed weekends for Family Time!

Family owned and operated since 1993

www.autocareclinic.com  
Located off 522 North  

6768 Winchester Road
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 635-BILL (2455)

WE CARE FOR MORE THAN JUST 
YOUR CAR…WE CARE ABOUT YOU!
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homes and other buildings.”
 Headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia, 
Kingspan Insulation LLC is a leading 
manufacturer offering high-perfor-
mance insulation, building wraps, and 
pre-insulated HVAC ductwork. King-
span XPS insulation and housewrap 
products are standards in the industry, 
while newer product lines are among 
the most thermally efficient and tech-
nologically advanced insulation ma-
terials available. Kingspan Insulation 
products are suitable for both new 
build and renovation in a variety of ap-
plications within both residential and 
non-residential buildings.
 The Virginia Economic Develop-
ment Partnership worked with Fred-
erick County and The Port of Virginia 
to secure the project for Virginia. The 
Governor approved a performance-
based grant of $550,000 from the Vir-
ginia Investment Performance Grant, 
an incentive that encourages contin-
ued capital investment by existing Vir-
ginia companies.

Upcoming Warren County Parks 
and Recreation programs

 Karate Program: This program will 
encompass the usual stances, kick-
ing, punching techniques, stretch-
ing, weight lifting (2 to 4 lbs.), and an 
overall history and review of martial 
arts. Sensei Drago emphasizes the at-
titude of working with each other, not 
at each other. The program is held on 
Saturdays, May through August 2022, 
at the Front Royal Karate Club, 7 Kidd 
Lane, Front Royal, Virginia 22630, 
from 12:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. for those 
ages 5 to 16. The cost of the program 
is $120.00 per participant for ten (10) 
consecutive classes. This program is 
ongoing and starts the first week you 
register.
 Piano Lessons: A fun and inspir-
ing approach to piano and the basics 
of music so you can learn to read mu-
sic, play by ear, and be creative at the 
keyboard. Playing piano helps develop 
the life skills of discipline, goal-setting, 
and independent learning. These les-
sons are for children and adults and 
will be held Monday through Thurs-
day, class time and cost varies. All 
classes are held at the Warren County 
Community Center, located at 538 
Villa Avenue, Front Royal, Virginia 
22630. For more information on avail-
able classes, fees, or to register, con-
tact Barbara Stepp at barbara@sky-
linepiano.com or (540) 635-1919.  
 Mah Jongg “Players Club” - Play-
ers will enjoy several hands of Mah 
Jongg against skilled opponents. 
This club meets on Tuesdays, May 
3, 2022 through May 31, 2022 from 
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at the Warren 
County Health and Human Services 
Complex Band Room, located at 465 
W. 15th Street, Front Royal, Virginia 

22630.  The cost for the club is $8.00 
per month prepaid or $3.00 per day 
drop-in at the door. Players must bring 
their own league card. For more infor-
mation about the Mah Jongg “Play-
ers Club”, please contact Deb Jones at 
(540) 252-4252.
 SWIMMING LESSONS: Session I 
The Warren County Parks and Recre-
ation Department will be sponsoring 
Swimming Lessons for those 5 to 15 
years of age. Lessons will be Monday 
through Friday, June 27, 2022 – July 

1, 2022, at the Claude A. Stokes, Jr. 
Community Swimming Pool, located 
at 1000 Stadium Drive, Front Royal, 
Virginia 22630. Level 1:  Intro to Wa-
ter Skills: 9:30 AM – 10:00 AM, 10:15 
AM – 10:45 AM, 11:00 AM – 11:30 
AM. *Limit 7 participants per time 
slot. Level 2:  Fundamental Aquat-
ics Skills 9:30 AM – 10:15 AM, 10:30 
AM – 11:15 AM *Limit 5 participants 
per time slot. Level 3:  Stroke Develop-
ment 9:30 AM – 10:15 AM, 10:30 AM 
– 11:15 AM *Limit 5 participants per 

time slot. Level 4:  Stroke Improve-
ment 8:30 AM – 9:15 AM & 6:00 PM 
– 6:45 PM *Limit 5 participants per 
time slot. Level 5:  Stroke Refinement 
8:30 AM – 9:15 AM & 6:00 PM – 6:45 
PM
*Limit 3 participants per time slot. 
Level 6:  Swimming Skill Proficiency 
8:30 AM – 9:15 AM & 6:00 PM – 6:45 
PM *Limit 3 participants per time slot. 
The cost is $35.00 per participant. 
Registration will begin Monday, May 

2, 2022 at 8:00 AM and will be taken 
until class is full or through Friday, 
June 24, 2022. Registration will only be 
accepted at the Warren County Com-
munity Center, located at 538 Villa 
Avenue, Front Royal, Virginia 22630. 
Online registration is not available. 
Optional Swim Level Testing will take 
place Saturday, June 11, 2022, from 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at the laude 
A. Stokes, Jr. Community Swimming 
Pool.

BRIEFS, from 15

 Rappahannock Electric Coopera-
tive’s (REC) Information Technology 
& Cybersecurity department contin-
ues to take steps in its network is as 
secure as possible.
 Doug King has been named as the 
Cooperative’s Director – Cyber & 
Information Security Officer. King 
will provide leadership and over-
sight of REC’s Cyber & Information 
Security department. Some of his 
key responsibilities will be to ensure 
REC is protected around the clock 
against advanced persistent threats 
and other sophisticated attempts to 
breach the Cooperative’s defenses 
to gain access and control of critical 
systems and data. 
 “Strengthening our systems and 
keeping our information protected 
is a critical initiative at REC,” said 
Marc Seay, Managing Director - In-
formation Technology & Cybersecu-
rity. “Mr. King has many years of ex-
perience in protecting organizations 
from all forms of malicious cyber 
threats that exist, including cyber 
intrusion and ransomware.”
 King holds an Associate’s Degree 
in Computer Information Systems 
from Ashworth College and is work-
ing towards completing his Bach-
elor’s Degree in Cybersecurity and 

Information Services from Western 
Governors University. He holds 
GIAC Certificates in Security Lead-
ership, Critical Controls, Incident 
Handler and Penetration Tester.
 In addition, REC has named Bret 
Elliott as Director – IT Infrastruc-
ture & Networking. Elliott will pro-
vide leadership and oversight of 
REC’s IT Infrastructure & Network-
ing department and move REC’s IT 
Infrastructure & Networking servic-
es into the future. Some of his key re-
sponsibilities will be to ensure REC’s 
systems are available and optimized 
to meet the technology needs of the 
Cooperative.
 “IT infrastructure and networking 
are the essential foundation to pro-
viding all business systems and solu-
tions we rely on every day,” said Seay. 
“Mr. Elliott has many years of experi-
ence in implementing and support-
ing large scale IT infrastructures.”
 Elliott holds a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Management with a concentra-
tion in Computer Science from 
Clemson University and a MBA 
from Winthrop University. He holds 
certifications in Microsoft 365 Cer-
tified Fundamentals, ITIL Founda-
tions, v.3, and Microsoft MCP.

– news@warrencountyreport.com

REC puts focus on “strong, secure networks”

From left are REC’s Director – Cyber & Information Security Officer-
Doug King and Director – IT Infrastructure & Networking Bret Elliott.

Welcome to

Saints Joachim 
and Anna
Ukrainian

Catholic Church
An Eastern Catholic mission parish of the

Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia

All are welcome to worship with us.
Let us love one another so that we may be of one mind in confessing:

The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the Trinity one in being and undivided.

Divine Liturgy in English*
Sundays, 10:30 am

Holy Mystery of Repentance (Confession):
Sundays, 9:45am

*Attendance at the Divine Liturgy fulfills the Sunday obligation for all Catholics

Father Robert Hitchens, Pastor

1396 Linden St, Front Royal, VA
facebook.com/ssjoachimandanna

  

Country living at its fi nest!! 
Gorgeous 4-BR, 4-BA ranch sits 
on over 2 acres with fabulous 
mountain views!! Home features multiple separate suites including basement in-
law suite/ handicap accessibility. Recent upgrades in lg kitchen, spacious liv/din/
rooms. Weight rm/laundry on lower level, W/D convey. Lots of outdoor living space, 
screened porch, large deck overlooking a fenced yard, garden and completely 
contained chicken coop!! New above ground pool/deck and outbuildings for all your 
equipment. Private access to river for property owners.

– 315 River Lakes Dr. Strasburg, VA 22657 –

Weichert Realtors
824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

* *  “I don’t just help � nd you a house,  I � nd you a home”  * *

Beautiful Ranch 
Home!

Kathy McLendon, Realtor
cell 540-622-7698
  kathymclendon2016@gmail.com
VA License #0225227296

$529,000
PRICE REDUCED

Open House: Sat. April 23 12-2 Tony’s Tires

Convenient Location Across 7th St. Next to Ramsey's
11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal • 540-551-0922

NEW Expanded Services!!
• New Brand Name Tires
• Steering & Suspension Components
• Mounting & Balancing
• Custom Wheels

• Oil Changes
• Brake Jobs
• Flat Repairs
• Great Prices!

TonysTiresFrontRoyal.com
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 NFL Youth Co-Ed Flag Football 
League: The Warren County Parks 
and Recreation Department will be ac-
cepting registrations for its NFL Youth 
Co-Ed Flag Football League beginning 
May 2, 2022 through June 30, 2022. 

This league is sponsored and governed 
by the National Football League. This 
league is for players who will attain 
the age of five (5) before August 1, 
2022, and who will not attain the age 
of twelve (12) before August 1, 2022. 

Age divisions will be 5 - 6 years old, 
6 - 8 years old, and 9 - 11 years old, 
if registration numbers allow. Proof 
of age eligibility is required at time of 
registration; online registration is not 
available. The cost is $60.00 per child. 
Practices will be held weekly through 
October 2022, and games will be 
played on Saturdays starting in August 
(subject to change). 
 Pick-Up Pickleball - Pickleball was 
created with one thing in mind: fun! It 
was designed to be easy to learn and 
play whether you are five, eighty-five, 
or somewhere in between. Pickleball 
is all the fun of tennis with none of 
the running. Playing on a badminton-
sized court makes the game much 
more strategy based. This program 
will be held on Wednesdays, May 4, 
2022 through September 28, 2022, 
from 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. at the 
Bing Crosby Tennis Courts, located 
at 50 Stadium Drive, Front Royal, Vir-
ginia 22630. This program is for those 
ages 55 years and up and is FREE to 
all participants. For more information 
regarding pick-up pickleball, please 
email twalker@warrencountyva.net.
 Archery: Starting in archery? The 
best place to learn how to shoot well 
is our Beginner Archery Class. We 
will cover the basics of proper archery 
form in a group setting while having 
fun. Classes will be held on Thursdays, 
May 5, 2022, through May 26, 2022, 
from 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. at the War-
ren County Health and Human Servic-
es Complex Track Area, located at 465 
W. 15th Street, Front Royal, Virginia 
22630. Classes are open to those 8-12 
years old, and the cost for the session 
is $50.00 per participant. A minimum 
of four (4) participants is needed to 
hold the class, with a maximum of 
twelve (12) participants. Registration 
deadline is May 3, 2022. 
 Mom and Me in the Garden: Join 
Warren County Parks and Recreation 
and Samuels Public Library in celebra-
tion of MOM! Work together to cre-
ate your very own indoor herb garden. 
Take a tour of the library garden and 
learn how to care for different plants. 
Each registered mom/child couple will 
get to plant and take home their very 
own herb garden in a jar. This program 
will be held on Thursday, May 5, 2022, 
from 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. at Samuels 
Public Library, located at 330 E. Cri-
ser Road, Front Royal, Virginia 22630. 
This program is FREE, but registration 
is required to participate. There is a 
maximum limit of twenty (20) mom/
child couples for this event. The dead-
line to register for this event is May 3, 
2022.
 Houston Astros vs Washington 
Nationals: Nationals Park, Washing-
ton D.C. The bus will depart at 10:15 
AM on Sunday, May 15, 2022 from the 
Warren County Community Center, 
538 Villa Avenue, Front Royal, Virgin-
ia 22630. Game time is 1:05 PM. The 
cost is $82.00 per reservation, which 
includes admission ticket and trans-
portation. Seats are located in Section 
115. Tickets are limited to six (6) tick-
ets per household with only 36 tickets 
available.  
 Women’s Awareness and Basic 
Self Defense: The Warren County 

Parks and Recreation Department and 
Defensive Firearms of Virginia, LLC 
will be holding a Women’s Awareness 
and Basic Self Defense Class for those 
interested on Saturday, May 21, 2022 
from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at the War-
ren County Community Center, locat-
ed at 538 Villa Avenue, Front Royal, 
Virginia 22630. This class is open to 
anyone 18 years of age or older. This 
class will teach you how to recognize 
danger and how to respond to threats 
with empty hand techniques and im-
provised weapons. The cost is $30.00 
per participant and is limited to 35 
participants; pre-registration is re-
quired. Registration deadline is May 
19, 2022. For more information about 
the course, contact the instructor at 
DFV357@yahoo.com. 

 American Red Cross First Aid & 
CPR/AED - The Warren County Parks 
and Recreation Department will be 
offering an American Red Cross First 
Aid & CPR/AED class on Sunday, May 
22, 2022. This class will be held from 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Warren 
County Community Center, located 
at 538 Villa Avenue, Front Royal, Vir-
ginia 22630. The primary purpose of 
the American Red Cross First Aid & 
CPR/AED class is to help participants 
recognize and respond appropriately 
to cardiac, breathing, and first aid 
emergencies. This class will provide 
participants with the knowledge and 
skills needed to give immediate care 
to an injured or ill person and to de-
cide whether advanced medical care 

See BRIEFS, 18

 During the early morning hours of 
April 16, 2022, a patrol officer with 
the Front Royal Police Department 
attempted to stop a speeding vehicle 
in the 1100 block of John Marshall 
Highway. A silver passenger car was 
traveling 73-mph in a 25-mph zone 
according to the officer’s RADAR 
speed measurement device. As the 
officer attempted to stop the vehicle, 
the driver accelerated and continued 
eastbound on John Marshall High-
way at speeds in excess of 110-mph.
 Shortly after the pursuit began, 
the driver of the vehicle collided 
with the rear-end of another car 
which was also traveling eastbound 
on John Marshall Highway. The en-
suing damage and airbag deploy-
ment resulted in the suspect vehicle 
coming to a stop in the 2600 block 
of John Marshall Highway. The 
driver of the vehicle was identified 
as 24-year-old Devin Miales of Bal-
timore, Maryland and a female pas-
senger was identified as 23-year-old 
Jamiah Mills of Randallstown, Mary-
land. 
 Shortly after the vehicle was 
stopped, it was discovered that two 
2-year-old children, both of whom 
were improperly restrained in their 
car seats, were backseat passengers 
in the vehicle. Warren County Fire 
and Rescue responded to the scene 
and transported the two children 
to Warren Memorial Hospital for 

additional medical evaluation. War-
ren County Department of Social 
Services was called to assist with the 
children.
 Subsequent investigation revealed 
that a loaded 9mm “ghost gun” and 
extended magazine were present 
in the glove box. In addition, sev-
eral thousand dollars in cash, over 
70 capsules of purported narcotics, 
and a second pistol magazine were 
seized during the investigation. Both 
Miales and Mills were arrested on 
scene and transported to RSW Re-
gional Jail where they were both held 
without bail.
 Devin Ollandes Miales was 
charged with § 46.2-817 Felony Elud-
ing, § 46.2-852 Reckless Driving, § 
46.2-300 Operating a Vehicle with-
out a License, § 46.2-894 Felony Hit 
and Run, § 18.2-371.1 Felony Child 
Endangerment x2, § 18.2-248 Felony 
Possession of a Schedule I or II Con-
trolled Substance with the Intent to 
Distribute, § 18.2-460 Obstruction 
of Justice x2.
 Jamiah Alicia Mills was charged 
with § 18.2-371.1 Felony Child En-
dangerment x2, § 18.2-308.4 Felony 
Count of Possession of a Firearm 
while Unlawfully Possessing a 
Schedule I or II Substance, § 18.2-
248 Felony Possession of a Schedule 
I or II Controlled Substance with the 
Intent to Distribute.

– FRPD

Maryland duo charged with 110+ 
MPH flight from cops with guns, 
drugs, toddlers in back seat

From left are Devin Ollandes Miales of Baltimore, MD and Jamiah Ali-
cia Mills of Randallstown, MD.

STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE 
ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS 
ROOF STYLES

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles 
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an 
architectural roo� ng system by Erie Metal Roofs 
can enhance the beauty of your home while 
protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE 1-877-462-9017
Made in 
the USA

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an 
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. 
Offer expires June 30, 2022. If you call the number provided, you consent to being 
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie 
or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding 
if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and 
Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. 

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 6.30.22

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 514-2932

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY 
PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!
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is needed. Th is class off ers a choice of 
First Aid, CPR, and AED courses to 
meet the various training needs of a 
diverse audience. Th e cost of this class 
is $90.00 per participant. Minimum of 
four (4) participants and a maximum 
of ten (10) participants must be reg-
istered prior to registration deadline 
of May 18, 2022 for class to be held, 
and pre-registration is required. Th is 
course is for those sixteen (16) years 
of age or older.   Th is is a community-
based course, not a professional res-
cuer course. 

Kings Dominion: Good Any Day 
Discount Tickets. Th e Warren County 
Parks and Recreation Department is 
off ering “Good Any Day” discount 
tickets for Paramount’s Kings Domin-
ion.  Th ese tickets are valid any 2022 
operating day except park rental days. 
Th e cost is $40.00 per ticket for ages 
3 and older and can be purchased at 
the Warren County Community Cen-
ter, located at 538 Villa Avenue, Front 
Royal, Virginia 22630. 

To see if any of these programs are 
eligible for online registration, visit 
us on the web at parksandrecreation.
warrencountyva.net Registration 
information for any of these programs 
can be obtained by contacting the 
Warren County Community Center, 
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. 
– 5:00 p.m.,  evening and weekend 
hours may vary at (540) 635-1021. 
Please visit us on the web at www.
warrencountyva.net/parks-and-rec

Sunday hunting on public land

 Governor Youngkin signed SB8 re-
cently, introduced by Senator Chap 
Petersen, to allow Sunday hunting on 
public land more than 200 yards from 
places of worship. Previously, Wildlife 
Management Areas and National For-
ests were only open to hunters every 
other day of the week, except Sundays.
 “Th is legislation encourages Virgin-
ians to take full advantage of the many 
outdoor opportunities our great Com-
monwealth has to off er,” said Gover-
nor Youngkin. “Th is legislation will 
open up new opportunities for hunt-
ers to enjoy the sport they love.”
 Th e Board of the Department of 
Wildlife Resources passed a resolution 
last fall supporting changes to the law 
to allow hunters access on Sundays. 
Virginia’s sportsmen and women are 
a signifi cant economic force – spend-
ing more than $1.5 billion, support-
ing more than 39,160 jobs, generating 
more than $1.17 billion in salaries and 
wages and $242 million in state and 
local taxes.
 SB8 will provide the next genera-
tion of sportsmen and women another 
day on the weekends during hunting 
seasons to safely recreate, while also 
ensuring the Virginia Department of 
Wildlife Resources has robust funding 

to do great conservation work across 
the commonwealth. With Governor 
Youngkin’s signature the legislation 
will take eff ect on July 1, 2022.

Ride With Rotary brings in over 
$13,500 in sponsorship with 

glowing reviews!

 Th e inaugural Ride With Rotary 
bike ride fundraiser was a success this 
weekend hosted by the Rotary Club of 
Warren County.  Seventy six athletes 
registered for the scenic ride through 
the Shenandoah Valley on Saturday. 
Th e weather was a little chilly, windy, 
and wet at moments, but the riders all 
expressed their experience was pleas-
ant and fun.  Several of the cyclists 
expressed how well planned the routes 
were and organized.  Coming from 
experienced riders, this was such a 
complement!
 Th e Ride with Rotary brought in 
over $13,500 in sponsorship dollars.  
Th e support from local businesses 
and individuals was so refreshing and 
exciting.  Between registration and 
sponsorship, our two well deserving 
benefi ciaries will have some nice funds 
to keep changing lives in our commu-
nity!
 Both benefi ciaries were at the event 
helping to volunteer and/or cheer on 
the participants as they pushed off  for 
their ride.  
 Th e Rotary Club of Warren County 
thanks everyone who worked hard to 
make this event possible!  And one last 
huge THANK YOU to our sponsors.  
After such positive feedback, the odds 
for a Ride With Rotary 2023 is a strong 
possibility.

Fly fi shing the Shenandoah River 
camps for young women 12-18

 Become part of a growing group of 
unique young women! Shenandoah 
Reel Women (SRW) and the Friends 
of the North Fork of the Shenandoah 
River (FNFSR) are pleased to an-
nounce the upcoming fl yfi shing camps 
made possible by the 2021/22 Virginia 
Wildlife Grant Program through a 
partnership between the Virginia De-
partment of Wildlife Resources and 
the Wildlife Foundation of Virginia 

and awarded to FNFSR.
 In these camps, young women will 
be mentored by established SRW 
members and volunteers. Th ey will 
be introduced to the art of fl y fi shing, 
learning the basics of knot tying, the 
use of appropriate equipment, good 
casting techniques, river entomology 
and watershed conservation educa-
tion. Rods, reels and necessary equip-
ment will be available for participants’ 
use during the day camp and for addi-
tional summer fi shing activities. Rods, 
reels and tool lanyards that are used 
by the participants during the over-
night camp will become their property 
at the conclusion, as part of the grant 
award. All current COVID guidelines 
will be followed. Th e day camp will 
be held at Seven Bends State Park in 
Woodstock, VA from June 13-15, 9am 
to 3pm each day. Th e registration fee 
for this camp is $45. Th e overnight 
camp will be a 5-day, 4-overnight 
camp at Shenandoah River State Park 
in Bentonville, VA. Girls will arrive at 
camp at lunchtime on Sun, June 26, 
and depart late afternoon on Th urs-
day, June 30. Th e registration fee for 
this camp is $125. Scholarships are 
available. Registration for either of 
these camps can be made at https://
www.fnfsr.org/srw2022

FREE Child Abuse Awareness 
Jubilee Sat., April 23 from 11-3

 Warren County Social Services 
will be hosting the free Child Abuse 
Awareness Jubilee on Saturday, April 
23 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 465 West 

15th St., at the Track and Field area. 
Th e free event for the entire family 
features live music from Charlee All-
man, a moon bounce, photo booth, 
face painting, balloon art, hula hoops, 
arts and crafts, prizes, character races, 
hot dogs, cotton candy, popcorn, C&C 
ice cream and local vendors. Special 
guests are Bikers Against Child Abuse 
with child-size choppers, photo op-
portunities and temporary tattoos.

Reminder: Spring brings increased 
bear activity

 As spring approaches, the Virginia 
Department of Wildlife Resources 
(DWR) wants to remind the public 
that both people and wild animals be-
come more active. Th e spring months 
are a busy time for wildlife, especially 
black bears as they emerge from their 
winter dens hungry and in search of 
an easy meal. During this time of in-
creased activity, it is important for 
homeowners to secure all potential 
food sources to reduce bear encoun-
ters on their property.
 Natural foods can be scarce during 
the early spring, so bears often look 
for easy food sources. Often, these 
sources may be your garbage, compost 
pile, barbeque grills, birdseed, and pet 
food stored outside. “Th e goal is to 
make human sources of food harder 
for a bear to get than what nature pro-
vides – especially food that is high in 
fat and calories,” says Nelson Lafon, 
Forest Wildlife Program Manager for 
the Virginia Department of Wildlife 
Resources.
 Bears are naturally cautious of hu-
mans, but they can overcome their 
wariness if people reward them with 
food; either intentionally by placing 
food out or unintentionally by not se-
curing garbage, pet food, or other food 
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sources.
 Take the following steps to avoid 
attracting black bears near your resi-
dence:
 Secure Garbage: Keep in a locked 
shed or inside until collected or use a 
bear resistant container.
 Take down birdfeeders. 
 Secure pet and/or livestock feed 
in bear resistant containers or inside 
locked sheds.

 Clean up porches/decks: Clean 
grills, remove any potential food 
sources, and remember a screened in 
porch is not a “secure” storage area 
from a bear’s point of view.
 Never leave food, trash, or pet/live-
stock feed inside your vehicle.
 “By following these steps, people 
can prevent most problems with 
bears,” said Lafon. “Our staff  respond 
to hundreds of situations involving 

bears every year, and most are due to 
these attractants.”
 In addition to adult bears being 
more active this time of year, it’s also 
the time when females with cubs be-
gin to emerge from their winter den 
and start exploring the landscape. 
During this time, bear cubs can be-
come separated from their mothers 
for short periods of time. In almost all 
instances no intervention is necessary 
and the cubs should be left alone.
 When a female bear with cubs 
perceives a threat, whether due to 
barking dogs, people in the area, or 
otherwise, she will often “tree” her 
cubs.  Although cubs may still be very 
small (normally weighing 5lbs or less) 
they are adept climbers! Th e cubs will 
scamper high into the tree tops and 
await guidance from their mother on 
when it is safe to come back down. 
Th e female will often leave the area, 
circling back periodically to check for 
when she feels the area is secure. If you 
see cubs in a tree and no female in the 

area, you should leave the area imme-
diately. Th e female will return (often 
at night) and call the cubs back down 
when she feels there is no immediate 
threat to her or the cubs. Keeping the 
area free of disturbance (humans and 
particularly dogs) is critical for the fe-
male to be able to return and collect 
her cubs.
 Never attempt to handle or capture 
a black bear cub found on your prop-
erty. If the cub has a visible injury, 

is lethargic, or has been seen in the 
same location for more than 24 hours, 
please contact the Virginia Depart-
ment of Wildlife Resources Wildlife 
Confl ict Helpline, toll free at 1-855-
571-9003.
 For more information on black 
bears in Virginia, please visit the DWR 
website and learn how you can do your 
part to keep bears wild: dwr.virginia.

CLUES ACROSS
 1. North American people
 6. Chinese surname
10. Fit in at the last minute
14. “Very” in musical terminology
15. Underwater displays
17. Crosby’s bandmates
19. Belong to he
20. Informed about the latest trends (ar-
chaic)
21. Sequences of alternating turns
22. Genus of grasses
23. Satisfy
24. Petty quarrel
26. Made level
29. Ruler of Iran
31. Historical region of Syria
32. Food suitable for babies
34. Something to lend
35. Zone of oceanic trenches
37. Philippine island
38. Domesticated animal
39. Plant of the lily family
40. Bluish green
41. __ Tomei, actress
43. Without (French)
45. Lilly and Manning are two
46. Apply pressure to
47. Divide in half
49. Bad deed
50. Don’t know when yet
53. Hollywood’s greatest honor
57. Aiming to exhort
58. Faked
59. A way to pierce
60. Midway between northeast and east
61. Points

CLUES DOWN
 1. Chop up
 2. __ Spumante (Italian wine)
 3.  Egyptian goddess

 4. Split pulses
 5. Affl ict
 6. Type of area rug
 7. Tide
 8. Affi rmative
 9. Sudden change
10. One picked
11. Debauched man
12. Stiff bristles
13. Famous arena
16. Established rules and methods
18. Injection
22. Father
23. Protein-rich liquids
24. He delivers gifts
25. Advanced degree
27. Fencing swords
28. Chinese mountain range
29. Shaft horsepower (abbr.)
30. Precursor to hemoglobin
31. Much __ about nothing
33. Compound fabric (abbr.)
35. A way to act slowly on
36. Ottoman military commanders
37. Popular kids’ network
39. Hard compound
42. Sympathize with
43. Northeast college
44. Blood group
46. Frosted
47. Turn away 
48. Benefi t
49. Dry or withered
50. Bangladeshi monetary unit
51. Reproduced
52. Contributes
53. Thrust horse power (abbr.)
54. Wear
55. Promotes retention of water (abbr.)
56. Very small

– https://wfcreport.com
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gov/wildlife/bear/ or bearwise.org/
 Citizens can contact the toll-free 
Wildlife Confl ict Helpline at 1-855-
571-9003 to report any concerns 
about bears in their area and receive 
additional advice on preventing and 
mitigating wildlife confl icts.

Th e Salvation Army of Front Royal 
hosts annual dinner May 12

 Th e Salvation Army of Front Royal 
will host their annual dinner on Th urs-
day, May 12, at Shenandoah Valley 
Golf Club, 134 Golf Club Circle. Th e 
evening will highlight the work of Th e 
Salvation Army of Front Royal and 
raise money for their programs that 
serve neighbors in Warren, Page, and 
Rappahannock Counties.
 “We appreciate the support from 

our friends, neighbors, and the busi-
ness community of Front Royal, espe-
cially around the Christmas holiday, 
but we have a real need to assist indi-
viduals and families throughout the 
year,” said Celeste Brooks, Secretary 
of the Advisory Board.  “Th e impact of 
COVID-19 on families and individuals 
in Warren, Page, and Rappahannock 
Counties continues. People are hurt-
ing, and they need a hand 365 days a 
year.”
 Th is annual event features entertain-
ment provided by Judy and Becky Lee 
and band members from Th e Salva-
tion Army. Th e event begins at 6 PM 
and guests will be able to bid on silent 
auction items, play trivia, and win door 
prizes. Individual tickets are $50 and 
sponsorships include tables of eight. 
 “Th rough donations, sponsorships, 
and money collected at the event, Th e 
Salvation Army will be able to provide 
life-saving services to hungry, home-
less and hopeless families and individ-
uals without discrimination in Warren, 
Page, and Rappahannock Counties,” 

said Captain Ann Hawk with Th e Sal-
vation Army.
 For reservations or additional infor-
mation, contact Th e Salvation Army of 
Front Royal, 357 Cloud Street, Front 
Royal, VA 22630 or call (540) 635-
4020. All proceeds benefi t Salvation 
Army, Front Royal Corps.

Samuels Public Library Youth 
Programming: May, 2022

Th ese are the events being presented 
by the Youth Services Department at 
Samuels Public Library during the 
month of May 2022.  More informa-

tion about Samuels Library and the 
programs and services available can be 
found at www.samuelslibrary.net or by 
calling (540) 635-3153.

Tuesday, May 3rd – 4:30PM - Sci-
ence Scouts. Come in on Tuesday af-
ternoons for a time to explore the mys-
teries of the world through science!  In 
this weekly program, we will investi-
gate a diff erent STEM-related topic 
each week. Our theme for this week’s 
club is Mini LED lightsabers! For ages 
6-11.  Registration required.

Wednesday, May 4th - 10:15AM - 
Toddler Story Time.  Bring your tod-
dler to a potpourri of simple stories, 
fun songs, and a cute craft! Star Wars 
will be the theme of our stories, songs, 
and craft!  For children up to 3 1/2 years 
of age. Registration required. 11:00AM 
- Preschool Story Time.  Come in with 
your preschooler, aged 3 1/2 to fi ve, for 
an enjoyable hour fi lled with amazing 
tales, exciting sing-alongs, fi nger plays, 
and a nifty craft! Star Wars will be the 
theme of our stories, songs, and craft. 
Registration required. 

Th ursday, May 5th – 4:30PM - 
Mom & Me in the Garden. Bring your 
child, mother, or grandmother to enjoy 
this mother’s day program in the gar-
den. Everyone will get to bring home 
their own kitchen herbs to grow in a 
jar. All ages welcome. Registration 
required. Th is program is provided 
in partnership with Warren County 
Parks & Recreation.

Saturday, May 7th – All day - Sam-
icon. Enjoy this all-day library-wide 
event for all ages! Th is year’s theme is 
Video Games! Th ere will be free comic 
books courtesy of Four Color Fanta-
sies, arcade games, an escape room, 
and tons of other fun things available 
all day. We will have magic shows at 
10am, 11am, & 2pm. At 1pm, children 
and teens are welcome to join for a 
Pokémon cookie decoration session. 
Th en at 2:30, we will play real-life ver-
sions of Tetris and Pac-man. Patrons 
will still be able to check out items all 
day. Costume contest throughout.

Monday, May 9th – 11:00AM – 
Music & Movement for Babies & Tod-
dlers. Join our relaxed and joyful time 
with our little ones as we incorporate 
music, beginning yoga, and multisen-
sory activities designed to delight your 
baby. Registration required.

Tuesday, May 10th – 4:30PM - Sci-
ence Scouts. Come in on Tuesday af-
ternoons for a time to explore the mys-
teries of the world through science!  In 
this weekly program, we will investi-
gate a diff erent STEM-related topic 
each week. Our theme for this week’s 
club is Homopolar Motors! For ages 

6-11.  Registration required. 7:00PM 
- Virtual Goodnight Sweetheart Story 
Time. Join Miss. Pattie for our special 
story time in your jammies. Bring your 
favorite buddy and get cozy!

Wednesday, May 11th - 10:15AM 
- Toddler Story Time.  Bring your tod-
dler to a potpourri of simple stories, 
fun songs, and a cute craft! Th e Zoo 
will be the theme of our stories, songs, 
and craft!  For children up to 3 1/2 years 
of age. Registration required. 11:00AM 
- Preschool Story Time.  Come in with 
your preschooler, aged 3 1/2 to fi ve, for 
an enjoyable hour fi lled with amazing 
tales, exciting sing-alongs, fi nger plays, 
and a nifty craft! Th e Zoo will be the 
theme of our stories, songs, and craft. 
Registration required. 

Saturday, May 14th – 3:00PM – 
Flower Festival Dance Performance. 
Please enjoy this wonderful fam-
ily friendly dance performance from 
Dancing by His Grace.

Monday, May 16th –11:00AM – 
Music & Movement for Babies & Tod-
dlers. Join our relaxed and joyful time 
with our little ones as we incorporate 
music, beginning yoga, and multisen-
sory activities designed to delight your 
baby. Registration required.

Tuesday, May 17th – 4:30PM - Sci-
ence Scouts.  Come in on Tuesday 
afternoons for a time to explore the 
mysteries of the world through sci-
ence!  In this weekly program, we will 
investigate a diff erent STEM-related 
topic each week. Th is week’s theme is 
Static Electricity! For ages 6-11.  Reg-
istration required. A virtual option will 
be off ered for this week as well. Find it 
on our Facebook & YouTube Pages. 

Wednesday, May 18th - 10:15AM 
- Toddler Story Time.  Bring your tod-
dler to a potpourri of simple stories, 
fun songs, and a cute craft! Adventures 
will be the theme of our stories, songs, 
and craft!  For children up to 3 1/2 years 
of age. Registration required. 11:00AM 
- Preschool Story Time.  Come in with 
your preschooler, aged 3 1/2 to fi ve, for 
an enjoyable hour fi lled with amazing 
tales, exciting sing-alongs, fi nger plays, 
and a nifty craft!  Adventures will be 
the theme of our stories, songs, and 
craft. Registration required.

Saturday, May 21st – 2:00PM – 
Discuss Th is. Are you inspired by good 
books, articles, movies, and art? Do 
you write, draw, or enjoy playing mu-
sic? If so, join us as we discuss books 
and share our creations. For ages 12-
18. Registration required. 

Monday, May 23rd – 11:00AM – 
Music & Movement for Babies & Tod-
dlers. Join our relaxed and joyful time 
with our little ones as we incorporate 
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music, beginning yoga, and multisen-
sory activities designed to delight your 
baby. Registration required.
 Tuesday, May 24th – 4:30PM - Sci-
ence Scouts.  Come in on Tuesday 
afternoons for a time to explore the 
mysteries of the world through sci-
ence!  In this weekly program, we will 
investigate a different STEM-related 
topic each week. This week’s theme 
is VOILa: Experiment with Light! For 
ages 6-11.  Registration required.  A 
virtual option will be offered for this 

week as well. Find it on our Facebook 
& YouTube Pages. 
 Wednesday, May 25th - 10:15AM 
Toddler Story Time.  Bring your tod-
dler to a potpourri of simple stories, 
fun songs, and a cute craft! Bees Knees 
will be the theme of our stories, songs, 
and craft!  For children up to 3 1/2 years 
of age. Registration required. 11:00AM 
Preschool Story Time.  Come in with 
your preschooler, aged 3 1/2 to five, for 
an enjoyable hour filled with amazing 
tales, exciting sing-alongs, finger plays, 

and a nifty craft!  Bees Knees will be the 
theme of our stories, songs, and craft. 
Registration required. 
 Saturday, May 28th – 2:00PM. As-
piring Artists. Enjoy an afternoon of 
making art. Ages 7-18. Registration 
required.
 Monday, May 30th – Library closed 
for Memorial Day. 

“We Appreciate You” Is April’s 
theme for Warren Coalition’s “We 

See You, Warren County” campaign 

 The Warren Coalition’s community-
building initiative campaign called 
“We See You, Warren County” is en-
couraging local residents and workers 
to employ an “attitude of gratitude” 
this month, and let others know they 
are appreciated.
 The We See You, Warren County 
campaign inspires people to engage 
with others using the monthly theme 
in an effort to break through the sense 
of isolation that permeates our com-
munity. For April, that theme is “We 
Appreciate You!”

 The saying can be adapted as need-
ed. Getting it “right” or using the exact 
phrasing isn’t the goal of the campaign; 
rather, the goal is to be more conscious 
of reaching out to others and making 
them feel that they belong here in War-
ren County.
 We See You, Warren County par-
ticipants are encouraged to share their 
experiences on social media using the 
hashtag #WeCUWC. Organizations 
and individuals that register receive a 
window cling to show they are partici-
pating. The program now has over 150 
registered members, and more than 
750 Facebook members. Sign-ups are 
ongoing. Go to weseeyou.warrencoali-
tion.org to learn more, or to officially 
sign up yourself, your family, or your 
business or organization. You can also 
join the Facebook group at https://
www.facebook.com/groups/wecuwc/.
 In addition, the Warren Coalition 
features individuals of the Warren 
County community on the “We See 

 Pecans are tasty offerings that are ideal in 
both savory dishes and desserts. Like fruits of 
other members of the hickory genus of trees, 
pecans are not truly nuts, but drupes. A drupe 
is a fruit with a single stone or pit surrounded 
by a husk. With pecans, the outer husk dries 
out and splits open, exposing the “nuts” inside.
Georgia, New Mexico and Texas are the lead-
ing domestic producers of pecans, but Mexico 
grows nearly half of the world’s pecans. Pecans 
are heart-healthy and rich in antioxidants, sev-
eral vitamins and minerals, and a good source 
of healthy fat. In addition, one ounce of pecans 
provides 10 percent of the recommended daily 
fiber intake.
 Cookies may never be considered “health 
food,” but there are ways to make them more 
nutritious. The addition of beneficial ingredi-
ents like pecans can do just that. This recipe 
for “Cowboy Cookies” from “Live Well, Bake 
Cookies” (Rock Point) by Danielle Rye in-
cludes oats, pecans and coconut in the mix-
ture, adding flavor and nutritional appeal.

Cowboy Cookies
Makes 50 to 52 cookies

2 cups all-purpose flour, spooned and 
 leveled
1 teaspoon baking soda

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1⁄2 teaspoon salt
2 cups old-fashioned rolled oats
1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted butter, softened
1 cup packed light brown sugar
2⁄3 cup granulated sugar
2 large eggs, at room temperature
2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract
11⁄2 cups semisweet chocolate chips
3⁄4 cup sweetened shredded coconut
1 cup chopped pecans (see baking tip)

 1. In a large mixing bowl, whisk together the 
flour, baking soda, ground cinnamon, and salt 
until well combined. Stir in the old-fashioned 
rolled oats and set aside.
 2. In the bowl of a stand mixer fitted with the 
paddle attachment or in a large mixing bowl 
using a handheld mixer, beat the butter, brown 
sugar and granulated sugar together for 1 to 2 
minutes, or until well combined.
 3. Mix in the eggs, one at a time, then mix in 
the vanilla extract until fully combined, mak-
ing sure to stop and scrape down the sides of 
the bowl as needed.
 4. Mix in the dry ingredients until just com-
bined, then mix in the chocolate chips, shred-
ded coconut and chopped pecans on low 
speed until fully incorporated.
 5. Cover tightly and refrigerate for at least 1 
hour.
 6. Preheat the oven to 350 F. Line large bak-
ing sheets with parchment paper or silicone 
baking mats and set aside.
 7. Using a 11⁄2-tablespoon cookie scoop, 
scoop the cookie dough onto the prepared 
baking sheets, making sure to leave a little 
room between each one. Gently press each 
ball of cookie dough down to slightly flatten it.
 8. Bake for 10 to 13 minutes, or until the 
tops of the cookies are set and the edges are 
lightly browned. Remove from the oven, and 
allow the cookies to cool on the baking sheets 
for 5 to 10 minutes, then carefully transfer the 
cookies to a wire rack to cool completely.
 9. Store the cookies in an airtight container 
at room temperature for up to one week.
 Baking tip: For even more flavor, try toasting 
the pecans. Just cool them completely before 
adding them to the cookie dough.
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Pecans give these cookies extra appeal
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You” website, and on the Warren Co-
alition social media accounts. People 
do not have to be registered mem-
bers to be featured. Anyone who lives, 
works, or plays in Warren County can 
submit a profi le on the We See You 
website (weseeyou.warrencoalition.
org)
 Warren Coalition is a nonprofi t 
agency established in 1994 to help fi ll 
the gaps in health care and substance 
misuse awareness to the community. 
Th e Coalition began under the guid-
ance of Warren Memorial Hospital as 
an outreach project, but it has since 

grown and was incorporated in 2001.  
Th e offi  ce is currently located in the 
Warren County Community Cen-
ter.  Th eir mission is to make Warren 
County a safe, healthy, and drug-free 
community through many programs 
and in collaboration with 15+ member 
agencies.

Samuels Public Library Adult 
Programming: May, 2022

You can fi nd and register for all li-
brary events on our website, samuelsli-
brary.net

General Education Development:
In-Person. For those who have already 
registered, Samuels Public Library is 
proud to host Lord Fairfax Commu-
nity College’s General Education De-
velopment course. Th is course is every 
Tuesday & Th ursday from 10:00 AM  
to 12:00 PM (except on school holidays 
or closings) and is completely free. 

Let this course be the stepping stone 
to your success. More information on 
registrations dates and deadlines can 
be found on the LFCC website https://
lfcc.edu/adult-education/

Hiking and Backpacking in the 
Shenandoah Valley Series - In-Per-
son. Interested in combining hiking 
with camping? Come explore the world 
of backpacking! Join us Th ursday, May 
12 at 6:00 P.M. as we review the follow-
ing topics: how to physically prepare 
for a backpacking trip; how to plan a 
backpacking trip; gear selection; what 
to wear; food options; review of wil-
derness skills and Leave No Trip prin-
ciples. Participants will receive a sam-
ple packing list and other backpacking 
resources. Susan Tschirhart is a life-
long hiker, camper and self-described 
“nature-nerd”. She currently serves 
as chair of the Front Royal-Warren 
County Appalachian Trail Community 
Committee; as a Boy Scout leader and 
as a guide for Th e Trail Tribe, a lo-
cal women’s hiking and backpacking 
group. Recently she started the out-
door experience company, Next Bend 
Adventures, to lead and facilitate hikes, 
overnight treks and other outdoor ad-
venture experiences in the Shenan-
doah Valley. Her favorite pastime is 
spending time with her three young 

adult sons. Th ey played a role in how 
she earned her trail name “Goldilocks” 
and the “Th ree Bears”. Happy trails!

Samicon: In-Person. Join us Satur-
day, May 7th for our all-day Samicon 
event, which this year also falls on free 
comic book day! Stop by the library af-

ter Family Fun Day for free comics and 
video-game-themed fun, including a 
Code Ninja coding workshop, all-day 
escape room challenges, magic shows 
from local magician Kevin Owens, 
Pokémon-themed cookie decoration, 
arcade machines, video games, Mine-

Warren/Frederick County Business Directory
Advertising

Alison Duvall ..........................540-551-2072

Attorneys
Douglas Harold ..................... 540-869-0040
Georgia Rossiter .................... 540-535-2001
Thomas Sayre ........................ 540-636-7777

Auto Dealers & Service
Malloy Toyota .........................540-678-1791
Matthews Auto Center .............540-636-7567
Marlow Motors ......................540-635-4158
Bill Long’s Auto Care Clinic ...... 540-635-2455

Banks
City National Bank ................BankAtCity.com

Cabin Rental
Hot Tub Heaven ......................540-636-1694

Computer Sales & Service
Royal Oak Computers ............. 540-635-7064

Driving Instruction
Aadvanced Driving Instruction .. 540-635-9015

Eckankar
Virginia Satsang Society ............ eckankar.org

Electricity Service Providers
Rappahannock Electric Coop .... 800-552-3904

Farmer’s Markets
Woodbine Farm Market ............540-465-2729

Flowers
Donahoe’s Whimsical Flowers ...540-635-2815

Gifts & Collectibles
Mountain Mystic .....................540-635-6318
On Second Thought ................ 540-465-2655
Dusty’s Country Store ............. 540-522-5083

Golf Courses
Bowling Green Country Club .... 540-635-2024
Shenandoah Valley Golf Club .... 540-636-4653

Gyms / Fitness Instruction
Fitness Evolution ................... 540-636-3400

Handyman Services
BS Build/Remodel/Handyman ....540-551-2673

Hardware Stores
Ramsey True Value Front Royal ..540-635-2547
Ramsey True Value Berryville ... 540-955-1900

Heating & Air Conditioning
AireServ ................................ 540-551-8312
Dave’s Diversifi ed Services ...... 540-636-3396
Kenny’s Oil Burner Service ....... 540-869-7250

Home Remodeling, Repair, Electrical
Christo�  Construction ...............703-895-7711

Hospitals
Warren Memorial Hospital .......540-636-0300
Winchester Medical Center ......540-536-8000

Internet Access & Cloud Services
Sonus Technologies .................540-364-6910

Junk Yards
Hillbilly’s Bentonville Junkyard ..540-636-2671

Karaoke
Route 11 DJ............................route11dj.com

Lawn Care
A&J’s Lawn Care ..................... 540-816-2174
Conway Lawn Care .................540-975-2313
Pacifi c Landscaping ................ 540-313-2721

Mobile Phones
Cricket Wireless .. 540-551-8173/540-773-8715

Museums
Belle Grove Plantation ............ 540-869-2028
Cedar Creek Battlefi eld ........... 540-869-2064

Pets
Shear Elegance ..................... 540-622-8085
Spicewood Flats .................... 540-635-8979

Real Estate Agents & Brokers
Beth Waller ........................... 540-671-6145
Melanie Hamel .......................540-671-3369
Tana Ho� man ........................ 540-671-1994
Ken Thurman ......................... 540-749-2613
Martha Buracker .................... 540-671-6349
Sandra Strickler .....................540-671-0020
Crystal Elliott .........................540-671-5850
Kathy McLendon .................... 540-622-7698
Sharon Cales .........................540-683-1370
Jennifer Avery ....................... 540-683-0790
Rocco Christo�  ........................703-895-7711
Team Daniels ........................ 540-683-7550
Steve Spence ......................... 540-271-4593

Roofers
Hamrick’s ............................ 540-631-0666

Senior Living
Hidden Springs Senior Living .... 540-636-2008
Shenandoah Senior Living ....... 540-635-7923

Tanning Salons
Beach Bum Front Royal ........... 540-635-6466
Beach Bum Winchester ........... 540-545-8895

Tires
Tony’s Tires ...........................540-551-0922

Tobacco
S&S Tobacco ......................... 540-622-6845

List Your Business Here
Alison Duvall ..........................540-551-2072

Advertise Your Business Here
Call or Text Alison Duvall:

540-551-2072
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540-635-2815 • 800-806-5182
250 South Royal Ave • Front Royal Va • donahoesflorist.com 

Front Royal, Virginia • 540-635-2815
donahoeswhimsicalflowers.com

Whimsical Flowers & Gift Shop
Donahoe’s

MOTHER’S DAY is May 8th. 

Say it with flowers!!
235 Chester Street

Matthews 
Auto Center
13 W. Duck Street • Front Royal

(540) 636-7567
Complete Auto Repair 

and Maintenance
ASE Master Technician • VA State Inspections

Between the bridges!

When Quality counts
Count on Us!
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craft, prize drawings, and more. Show 
up in costume and get your photo 
taken for a chance to win our costume 
contest. Level up with your library card 
and join us for Samicon this May!

Bad Romance: Virtual. Do you con-
sider yourself a hopeless romantic? 
Are bad romances a guilty pleasure of 
yours? Can you quote every line from 
your favorite rom-com? Th en you 
should join us Monday, May 9th at 
6:00 PM for another special meeting 
of Bad Romance. Indulge us with your 
favorite romance books, movies, music 
or other media, and possibly discover 
new titles!

Genealogy Club: Hybrid, virtual 
and in-person. Interested in your fam-
ily’s history? Already done extensive 
research and wanna be able to share 

your fi nds? Join our virtual genealogy 
club where both novices and experts 
alike can come together and talk about 
diff erent genealogy topics. Th is event 
will be held on Wednesday, May 11th 
at 6:00 PM.

Volunteer Fair - In-Person. Samu-
els Public Library, CCAP, and Th e 
Wednesday Group are set to hold the 
fi rst Warren County Volunteer Fair 
on May 14th from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 
.M. Check out some of the awesome 
volunteer opportunities involving fun-
draising, programs, and services with 
Warren County non-profi ts. Partici-
pating organizations include Habitat 
for Humanity, the Salvation Army, 
and the Warren Coalition. Nonprofi ts 
interested in participating should con-
tact Michelle Ross at 540-635-3153 or 

mross@samuelslibrary.net.
Photography & Beyond: Oceans 

of Possibilities - Virtual. Join us Sat-
urday, May 14 at 10:00 AM for this vir-
tual photography exchange to discuss 
pushing the creative boundaries of our 
photography. All types of cameras and 
levels of photographers are welcomed. 
Th is interactive forum is facilitated 
by local photographer, Sharon Fisher. 
Register for this event online at the 
Samuels Library website.

Books & Beyond: Evening Dis-
cussion - Virtual. Love talking about 
books? Join our adult book club where 
each month we discuss a diff erent in-
teresting read! For the month of May, 
we will be discussing Th e Sixth Extinc-
tion by Elizabeth Kolbert. Th is meet-
ing will be held virtually on Monday, 
May 16th at 6:00 PM. Th is group meets 
on every 3rd Monday and Wednesday 
of the month.

Books & Beyond: Morning Dis-
cussion - In-Person. Love talking 
about books? Join our adult book club 
where each month we discuss a diff er-
ent interesting read! For the month of 
May, we will be discussing Th e Sixth 
Extinction by Elizabeth Kolbert. Th is 
meeting will be held in-person on 
Wednesday, May 18th at 10:00 AM. 
Th is group meets every 3rd Monday 
and Wednesday of the month. Morn-
ing discussion is now in person at the 
library.

Jigsaw Puzzle Contest - In-Person. 
If you love jigsaw puzzles and love our 
library, put the pieces together with us 
for our fundraising puzzle competition 
on Saturday, May 21st from 1:30 PM 
to 3:30 PM. Compete as a two-person 
team in the 300 piece puzzle event, or 
compete as a four-person team in the 
more challenging 500 piece puzzle 
event. Refreshments served, prizes 
awarded. Th e entry fee for an individu-
al is $20, for a two-person team is $30, 

and for a four-person team is $40. 100 
percent of your entry fee is a donation 
to Samuels Public Library. Registration 
and entry fee due by May 14th.

Pen & Prose - Hybrid, virtual and 
in-person. Love writing? Looking to 
learn how? Come to our ongoing cre-
ative writing club on Saturday, May 
28th at 3:00 PM. Open to new mem-
bers.

Mowing and 
Landscaping

Great Rates   •   Quality Service

Serving the Shenandoah Valley 
& Outlying Areas for over 15 years

Conway Lawn Care, LLC

540-975-2313

Electrician
Residential & Commercial 

Electrical Work
Allen Santmyers
540-660-5697

A+J’s Lawn Care

• Leaf Blowing • Mowing
• Weedeating • Low Rates!
We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174
Tana Hoffman
Realtor, SFR, CMRS, CRS
Licensed in Virginia

540-671-1994
111 East King St. • Strasburg, VA 22657

www.sagerrealestate.com

Zena’s ad sponsored by:

Athena’s ad sponsored by:

Tony’’s Tires

11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal

540-551-0922

NEW Tires and 
Complete Auto 
Maintenance!

Athena is a 2 yr old fe-
male pittie mix. She is a 
beautiful little love bug. 
Her happiest place to be 
is in a lap getting all the 
snuggles. She seems to 
be dog friendly (a dog 
test will be required), 
unsure about cats, and 
great with kids! If you 
are interested in a great 
addition to your family, 
please come meet her!

Kevin is an 8 yr old 
male lab/pit mix. 
This boy has it all: 
energy to play with 
you, but also enough 
chill to sleep through 
the night and appre-
ciate a Netfl ix binge 
here and there! He 
might be classifi ed 
as a senior, but that 
just means he’s a 
top tier companion! 

Plus, those EARS! Come on! Adorable! 

With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. 
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!

Humane Society of Warren CountyHumane Society of Warren County
1245 Progress Dr, Front Royal, VA 22630  •  (540) 635-4734

Are you anxious to get into spring cleaning? Tired of all the 
clutter?  Our annual Yard Sale will be held on Friday June 3 
and Saturday June 4 at the shelter – 1245 Progress Drive Front 
Royal, VA from 8a-2p each day. Everything is ‘name your price’ 
and we are accepting donations!

Kevin’s ad sponsored by:

Bentonville, VA • 636-2671
hillbillysjunkyard.com

Hillbilly’s Junkyard
Hillbilly has what you NEED!
4381 Stonewall Jackson Hwy

Zena is a 2 yr old 
female pit mix. She 
is active and would 
do best with a fenced 
in yard or with an 
adopter who is will-
ing to play with her 
and take her on 
walks to get her en-
ergy out. Zena would 
do best as an only 

pet, but she is friendly and enjoys meeting new 
people! She is a bit jumpy and could use a bit of 
training, so she would do better with older kids.

Noah is a handsome 
1.5 yr old pit mix. 
He is a big boy and 
can pull a bit on the 
leash, so he needs 
someone strong that 
can handle him. He 
is also cuddly and  

loves his people to the point of being protective, 
so he also needs someone that has the experi-
ence to get him trained.  He needs a home with-
out kids and no other pets so he can focus all his 
love on his person!

Noah’s ad sponsored by:

Spicewood Flats 
Boarding Kennels & Grooming

125 Spicewood Lane • Front Royal 

540-635-8979
spicewoodflats.com
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®

TRANSFORM YOUR HOME

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(540) 660-3497

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

12
NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

*Limit one offer per household. 
Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer 

Shelves. EXP 7/31/22. Independently 
owned and operated franchise. 

©2022 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. 
All rights Reserved.

Enjoy up to 50% more space in your kitchen and better 
access to your most-used items with our custom pull-out 

shelves installed in your existing cabinets

Karaoke!Karaoke!
Fridays 6-9Fridays 6-9
Va Beer MuseumVa Beer Museum

16 Chester St16 Chester St
Front Royal, VaFront Royal, Va
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Library closing - Due to the Me-
morial Day holiday the Library will be 
closed Monday, May 30th. Th e library 
will resume normal hours of operation 
Tuesday, May 31st.

Survey says… Samuels Library is a 
great community resource!

 Samuels Public Library ran a Com-
munity Survey from September 1 – 
December 1, 2021. Th e survey ranked 
patron satisfaction with library ser-
vices and gave Warren County citizens 
the opportunity to share what future 
services they would like to see. Th e 
survey garnered 473 respondents. 99% 
of respondents that use library services 
indicated they are satisfi ed with cur-
rent services. 
 “We are absolutely blown away by 
the high level of satisfaction and posi-
tive comments,” said Samuels Public 
Library Executive Director, Michelle 

Ross, “We love our community and 
want to provide it with the best pos-
sible library services, it is good to know 
we are on the right track.”
 People love the Library so much, 
they want more! Th e most suggested 
additional services were Sunday hours 
and extended evening hours. Patrons 
also indicated they would like to see 
more items added to physical and digi-

tal collections, including unique items 
like telescopes or board games. Others 
noted that they weren’t aware of some 
current services and would like to fi nd 
out more information about every-
thing that the Library off ers. 
 “Th e survey results were very eye-
opening,” said Joan Richardson, Chair 
of the Samuels Library Strategic Plan-
ning Committee, “thanks to commu-

nity feedback, we can shape our long-
term goals to better suit the desires and 
needs of patrons.”
 Survey respondents had an opportu-
nity to enter a raffl  e for a Kindle Fire 
HD Tablet. Th e lucky winner was Ann 
Kovalchik.
 All of the feedback provided in the 
survey will be carefully reviewed and 
incorporated into the Library’s Strate-
gic Plan as appropriate. 
 To view the Survey Results Sum-
mary, visit www.samuelslibrary.net or 
the Samuels Library YouTube Page.
 About Samuels Public Library: Sam-
uels Public Library brings people, in-
formation and ideas together to enrich 
lives and build community. A 501(c)
(3) organization, the library annu-
ally serves 200,000 visitors, checks out 
nearly 400,000 books, electronic and 

digital services, and provides essential 
computer access, wireless service and 
public meeting spaces for the commu-
nity. To learn more, visit www.samu-
elslibrary.net or call (540) 635-3153.

5500  bbeeeerrss  aanndd  cciiddeerrss  oonn  ttaapp  ttoo  ttaassttee!!  
LLiivvee  mmuussiicc  bbyy    

TThhee  SSoonnss  ooff  LLiibbeerrttyy  &&  RRoobbbbiiee  LLiimmoonn  BBaanndd    

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY,,  MMAAYY  77,,  1111aamm--66ppmm  
AAddvvaanncceedd  ttiicckkeettss  $$3300  oonn  ssaallee  aatt                                    

                                      &&  bbeelllleeggrroovvee..oorrgg 

Belle Grove Plantation 336 Belle Grove Road  Middletown, VA  
bellegrove.org   facebook.com/BelleGrove 

Belle Grove Plantation • 336 Belle Grove Road • Middletown, VA
bellegrove.org • facebook.com/BelleGrove
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FOR DETAILS AND TICKETS GO TO:
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F E S T I V A L

34TH ANNUAL

 Virginia Wineries
 Artisans & Crafters
 Live entertainment
 Delicious food

BROWNTOWN’SBROWNTOWN’S
REDBUD FESTIVALREDBUD FESTIVAL

Saturday, April 23rd from 9am - 3pmSaturday, April 23rd from 9am - 3pm
at the Browntown Community Centerat the Browntown Community Center

Directions: From Front Royal take Rt. 340 South 1/2 mile and turn left onto Browntown 
Road. Go 8 miles to the Village of Browntown. 96 Browntown Rd, Browntown, VA.
Crafts, Silent Auction, Live Music, Duck Race, 

Antique Car Show, Bake Sale, Great Food!

This ad sponsored by Martha Buracker

SATURDAY, APRIL 23RDSATURDAY, APRIL 23RD

R E A L T O R S®

Martha Buracker, Weichert Realtors - Licensed in Virginia
824 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal, VA 22630

Cell: 540-671-6349  Offi ce:  540-635-8000  
marthaburacker@gmail.com

Free Admission and Free Parking! Find us on Facebook at Browntown 
Community Center Association, Inc and at www.browntowncommunity.com

ADS INSIDE:
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Mon - Sat 10-6  •  Sunday 11-4  •  216 E Main Street Front Royal

25% OFF thru Oct. 30th w/coupon
Check us out! We have lots of unique gifts and local products!!


