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Winchester now home to tech repair provider uBreakiFix

Nationally known electronics repair shop uBreakiFix, new to Winchester,
has opened with the promise to offer professional repair services for anything with a power button, from smartphones, tablets, and computers to
game consoles, smart speakers, and drones—and everything in between.

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report
Leading tech repair provider
uBreakiFix opened on December 23 last year in Winchester at
229 Market Street in Rutherford
Crossing. Marcus Thomas is the
owner of the franchise.
Thomas, who owns another
uBreakiFix location in California,
Md. was happy to talk about his
latest addition to the six franchises he has purchased and is in the
process of opening.
“I have an IT background, and
I’m bringing my overall knowledge based, not just on fixing, but
also knowing how to use everything. I want to get the younger
generation to learn this also.”
To that end, he said he will be
holding community clubhouse
day-long workshops in the Winchester location, either inside or
outside focusing on early-programming robotics using LEGO
bricks. Dates for the workshops
have yet to be determined.
When speaking about his background and how he got involved
in the franchises, he said, “I have
a BS in electrical engineering and
my primary focus was in software
development, and I have also pro-

vided IT services. I wanted to stay
in IT, but also to have a business
that would provide the kinds of
services that people need. I like
teaching people and helping them
to understand how to fix things
like phones, which are so essential
now.”
He noted that breaking a phone
these days is almost a disaster for
most people.
His family was aware of this interest and brought the franchise
to his attention.
“I met with the company reps

and was impressed enough to purchase a store,” he said. “Then I was
invited to a franchise meeting. I
wanted to open one in my area,
Washington D.C., but the ones in
my area were already taken.”
So he looked further afield, and
that brought him to Winchester,
then to acquiring additional franchises in Hagerstown, Md., Martinsburg, WVa., Chamberlin, Pa.,
and Cumberland, Md., besides
the one in California, Md. which
opened on September 30, 2021.
“Phones get more and more expensive and it’s so useful to give
them back in topnotch shape and
with one-third of the cost of a new
one,” he noted. “Fixing the devices
helps people put their lives back
together quickly.”
Thomas went through the
training himself and worked in
uBreakiFix stores to get hands-on
experience and in the first three
months tries to visit each store
once a week to manage the employees there.
“And sometimes my wife steps
in to help!” he added.
Each store has three employees
and the managers have participated in a two-week training. All
are in place and will be capable to
expand to run other stores.

“The people we look for have
great personalities, customer services and team-building skills,” he
noted.
He said that it’s a cookie-cutter
model, with a 14–30-day period
that ensures that everyone is certified and knows what the checks
and balances are in making the repairs.
“We want quality, to make sure
our employees are fully trained
before they repair the devices,”
he said. “Compared to other businesses, it’s great, and we’re dealing
with good and motivated people.
It’s fun hiring people and they
think it’s a cool job to have.”
Cheerful and helpful customer
service is high on the list of re-

quirements.
“And one of the things I look
for in employees is if they are
motivated to grow and who we
can build up. We hire within the
company and are expanding operations. I like to put them in positions to self-manage, then grow,
to help us run our additional operations,” he continued. “So far
the Winchester business is exactly
where we want to be since we’ve
been open for several weeks, but
within a couple of years, for the
long-term picture, we want to be
well-known and embedded in the
community.”
Thomas emphasized that they
want to be well-known for being
knowledgeable.
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And so far, they haven’t had
difficulty hiring people, with all
Martinsburg and Hagerstown
employees hired and trained for
when they open.
“I will personally be across all
the stores and supervising the
managers,” he confirmed.
The following describes their
expertise.
They say that, while common
repairs include cracked screens,
battery issues, and water damage, uBreakiFix repair experts
have fixed more than 13 million
devices and can help with most
any tech mishaps, with most basic
repairs completed in two hours or
less.
The company is well known for
offering professional repair services for “anything with a power button, from smartphones, tablets,
and computers to game consoles,
smart speakers, and drones—and
everything in between.”

The company’s advertising asserts that, “uBreakiFix repair experts fix all types of electronics,
regardless of make or model, and
uBreakiFix is an authorized repair
provider for some devices, including Samsung Galaxy and Google
Pixel smartphones.
Customers can book a repair
appointment online or stop by the
store for walk-in service. uBreakiFix offers free, no-obligation diagnostics on all gadgets, as well as a
low-price guarantee and 90-day
warranty on all repairs.
Giving a little background on
the origins of the company, they
say, “uBreakiFix was founded
in 2009 after Co-founder Justin
Wetherill dropped and shattered
his smartphone, sparking the idea
for a convenient, affordable repair
option. Wetherill partnered with
David Reiff and Eddie Trujillo
to bring the concept to life, and
it has since grown from a single

Sons of the American Revolution awards

storefront in Orlando, Florida, to
more than 700 locations across
the U.S. and Canada. uBreakiFix
joined the Asurion family in 2019
and now operates as a subsidiary
of the tech care company.
And, “We are excited to serve
people in Winchester with fast
and affordable tech repair,” said
uBreakiFix CEO Dave Barbuto.
“We all rely on our phones and
laptops more than ever before,

and at uBreakiFix our mission is
bigger than repairing shattered
screens and broken charge ports.
“We fix tech because people
rely on tech to stay connected
to things that are important to
them. I look forward to serving
this community through our new
Winchester location.”
Winchester’s uBreakiFix is
located at 229 Market St, Winchester, VA 22603. Call (540)
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On 27 March 2021, the Colonel
James Wood II (CJWII) Chapter, Sons
of the American Revolution, conducted an awards presentation ceremony
at the Wayside Inn, Middletown. The
Wayside Inn is an ideal setting for
the Sons of the American Revolution
with it’s history. Built in 1796, it was
first opened in 1797. The inn was then
known as Wilkenson’s Tavern and has
been continuously operated as an inn
since. Bill Schwetke, Past President of
the Virginia Society Sons of the American Revolution came to present awards
to compatriots of the Chapter. A Patriot Revolutionary War Graves Medal is
presented to compatriots who participate in 15 Revolutionary War Graves
Commemoration Ceremonies. Present to receive these medals were Brett
Osborn, Dale Corey, Marc Robinson,
Barry Schwoerer and Jim Simmons.
Not present but earning the medals
were Don Dusenbury, Fred Gill and
Bill Wood. Dale Corey was presented

with the Lafayette Volunteer Medal
for giving 40 hours of volunteer time
given to the National Society Sons of
the American Revolution. Peter Himmelberger was presented with the Virginia State Graves Preservation Medal
for his efforts in promoting the preservation of Revolutionary War Graves
in Virginia. Dale Corey, Past President
of the CJWII Chapter then presented
compatriots with Distinguished Service Certificates and Certificates of Appreciation for assisting the Chapter as
it became the number one rated SAR
large chapter in the nation in support
of veterans affairs. Earning these accolades were Brett Osborn, Marc Robinson, Sean Carrigan, Thomas “Chip”
Daniel. Additional certificates were
announced for support of the Revolutionary War Graves Program. These
included Nathan Poe, Will Reynolds,
Erick Moore and Dennis Parmerter.
– news@warrencountyreport.com
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Health care and insurance options made affordable
• All eligible associates – both full- and part-time – have affordable options
• Medical plans starting at $30.50 per pay period
• Dental and vision plans and coverage for domestic partners is available
• Free access to nurse care managers and health care advisors
• Company-paid life insurance
Many other beneﬁts including:
• 401(k) options from day 1 with 6% match after one year on the job
• Associate stock purchase plan with company match
• 10% discount on regularly priced general merchandise at Walmart stores
• Discounts on travel, cell phone services, entertainment and other goods
• Paid time off
• Maternal and parental leave and adoption beneﬁts for salaried and full-time
hourly associates who have worked at Walmart for at least 12 months

From left: Barry Schwoerer, Jim Simmons, Brett Osborn and Dale Corey receiving the Patriot Revolutionary War Graves Medal. Courtesy of
Dale Corey.

313-4544. For more information
on the company, visit ubreakifix.
com.
Hours are Monday-Saturday
from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. and Sunday
from 12-5 p.m. For more information, to view a service menu, or to
book a repair appointment, visit
ubreakifix.com/locations/winchester
– carol@areaguides.com
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Supervisors announce Joe Petty for FR-WC EDA Director
Board approves firefighting equipment and new EDA support agreement
By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report
At the February 1st 9:00 a.m.
meeting of the Warren County
Board of Supervisors, County
Administrator Edwin “Ed” Daley
announced the appointment of
the county’s current Planning Di-

rector Joe Petty to head the Front
Royal-Warren County Economic
Development Authority (EDA)
beginning that day.
This appointment is a newly
established position for Warren County and as Petty is currently employed as the Warren County Planning Director,
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he will be coordinating with the
board of supervisors, county staff,
the Front Royal-Warren County
EDA, state agencies, the Town of
Front Royal and Discover Front
Royal to promote tourism and
economic development throughout Warren County.
“And we’re excited about that,”
said Daley.
And Petty will continue to support the Planning and Zoning Department until a new Director has
been hired.
“We will be advertising for the
planning director immediately,”
Daley said.
Petty began working for
the Warren County Department
of Planning and Zoning in January 2018 as Zoning Officer, and in
2019 was promoted to Zoning Administrator. In April 2021, he was
promoted to Planning Director.
“It has been an honor to be the

Planning Director for Warren. I
am excited for this new opportunity (with the EDA) which still
allows me to remain engaged in

Pacific Landscaping LLC
Call us for a free quote:

• Fence Repairs
• Fence and Deck Staining/Painting
• Retaining Wall (stone, brick, and
block)
• Concrete Stamps
• Fire Pits
• Paver Patios
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the community and assist in making Warren County a location of
choice to live and work in Virginia,” Petty said.
Supervisors Chair Cheryl Cullers said in the meeting, “I am so
excited that he will be taking that
position, knowing him and his
love of Warren County and the
bright ideas he has. I’m very encouraged about the direction that
it’s going in. Congratulations, it’s
well-deserved.”
In other business, the board approved a budget transfer intended
to purchase the firefighting equipment called “The 2023 Pierce
Pumper.”
Approval of this piece of equipment prompted Daley to say, “This
is the most important thing the
board will do today.”
When asked why by North River
Supervisor Delores Oates, Daley
said, “We have a whole bunch of
old equipment. They work with it
and are doing the best they can,
but this equipment is old. There
are about 10 trucks that need to
be replaced today, and it’s like the
ambulances and school buses. If
we don’t replace them, it will back
up. This will start that process and
it needs to get started now.”
When speaking to the board,
Emergency Services Chief James
Bonzano said, “The needs are
many, but we are prioritizing and
trying to reduce our footprint to
serve the system and not a subset
and to be efficient.”
When Oates commented that at
some point they will need to get
an overall view of the needs, Bonzano said the figures he will have
for them will include equipment
and staffing.
Of the pumper, he reported, “If
we order today, it will take about
18-19 months for delivery and
there will be a discount if the full
purchase price is made by July 31,
2022. If we go past that, there will
be 30 cents on the dollar more for
that same fire truck.”
The final discounted cost for
this major piece of firefighting
equipment is $727,328.
He elaborated on his department’s struggles to maintain the
aging equipment, and the effort to
keep adequate staffing, including
members of the volunteer departments.
The board unanimously approved the purchase on a motion
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by Fork Supervisor Vicky L. Cook
and seconded by Shenandoah Supervisor Walter Mabe.
VDOT’s Ed Carter reported on
the Warren County roads, and
said that the report last month
was primarily, “Snow!”
He added that the winter predictions indicate that they will still
be mobilizing crews on weather/
snow related conditions throughout February.
Cullers said, “We appreciate everything all the crews did to get
the roads cleaned as quickly as
they did and hope they all stay safe
through all of this.
In response, Carter said, “I’ll
pass that along to the men. They
take pride in what they do,” and
added that, “Unfortunately we lost
a contractor this morning on I-81
southbound toward Norfolk on
one of the contractor crews when
a tractor trailer crashed into the
truck he was driving, and the force
of that destroyed it.”
When the subject of the county’s major snowfall came up, both
Oates and Mabe thanked the snow
removal people, all the town and
county folks, fire and EMS, paid
and volunteers, law enforcement
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and 911 operators who take the
calls for help.
Cullers noted that it is a “huge
undertaking.”
She cautioned residents, saying, “Snow is one thing, but ice is a
whole different ball game, so if you
don’t have to go anywhere, folks,
please stay home.”
Corey Childs from the Virginia
Cooperative Extension Office reported on the activities at the 4H
programs and noted that there is
an invasion of a new hard-shell
tick called the Asian Long horned
Tick.
“It was found here in the county
in 2018 and causes illness and disease that could affect people but
right now it’s just in cattle. This
can impact the beef industry. It
has not created a serious problem
in this area yet but is being addressed as a potential problem,” he
said.
Warren County’s Director of
Social Services Jon Martz also
gave his report on activities and
statistics of his department and
said the numbers of residents
needing help continue to rise.
See related story in this issue of
the Warren/Frederick County Report.
Another important issue addressed at the meeting was the
approval of modifications to the
County’s Support Agreement with
the EDA.
“This is the new version of the
Support Agreement-modification
with the EDA,” Daley asserted.
The board has acknowledged
“its moral obligation” for the
monthly debt service for FY 202122, but only for EDA loans.
Interim County Attorney Jason
Ham spoke on the issue.
“The real meat of the support
agreement is to provide debt service. The board has approved
$214,000 for the fiscal year 20212022, and since it’s February, you
have already been paying on it,” he
said. “The other thing we’ve been
talking about is whether the county is getting reimbursed for legal
expenses on behalf of the EDA.
“The agreement modifications
will elaborate that the County can
be reimbursed by the EDA for attorney’s fees and other litigation
costs by asset recoveries related
to the EDA’s ongoing civil litigations.”
He noted that the FR-WC EDA
was consolidating its loan situation into one bank from two.
Continuing in his report, he
said that Section 8.16 of the Loan
Agreement “gives the County the
right to be reimbursed up to $2.5
million from asset recoveries”
with “amounts over $2.5 million

split 50/50 between the County
and the lender, with the lender’s
portion being used to reduce the
EDA’s debt.”
And “various carve-outs” within the Support Agreement allow the County to be reimbursed
“without splitting funds with the
lender” as in the case of the EDA
vs. TLC Settlements, as well as in
the EDA’s counterclaims against
the Town of Front Royal on the
Town’s disputed moral debt obligation to the EDA, including construction costs for the new Town
Police Station.
After the board had adjourned
to a closed session, on a motion
by Delores Oates, and seconded
by Walt Mabe, they unanimously
approved the Loan Agreement
modifications.

The board approved the Consent agenda except for item 5
which Cullers had pulled for further questions.
She had questions about the
purchase of a Bobcat Compact
Track Loader for the Public Works

BS

Department for $67,423. After
hearing from Mike Berry about
the need and competitive low bid
the board, on a motion by Mabe,
seconded by Cook, unanimously
approved the purchase.
– carol@areaguides.com
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Warren County’s reliance on Social Services growing
Director Joe Martz reports latest figures show a quarter of residents in need

More than a quarter of Warren County residents received aid from the Department of Social Services in fiscal
2021, the latest figures show. The DSS is located inside the Health and Human Services Complex at 600 W. 15th
St. in Front Royal.

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report
During his report to the Warren
County Supervisors last week, So-

cial Services Director Jon Martz
said, “I wasn’t a math major, but
with approximately 10,000 residents out of the county’s 40,000,
that’s about one in four county

Free Estimates on
New Installation!

residents who come through our
doors.”
When addressing the board, he
said January is his favorite time
of the year, when he updates the
board on what is happening in the
department.
He began to give them specific
numbers in his report on the
state’s fiscal year 2021.
These show that Warren County’s population is 40,727 and

10,643 or 26.1% of the residents
received benefits from the Department of Social Services (DSS)
from July 1, 2020, to June 30, 2021.
Martz explained that if a client receives assistance from two
or three of the programs they are
still counted as one, so the total is
a non-duplicated number.
The numbers of residents in
these eligibility programs were:
• 5,370 in the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP).
• 295 in the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Program
(TANF).
• 10,091 in Medicaid.
The total number of clients in
the above programs jumped from
8,899 in 2018 to 10,643 in 2021,
but that does not count clients
served through child-or adult
protective services.
Martz said there was a big jump
in 2020, because everything happened in 2020, and “We all know
why.”
But the Medicaid numbers were
skewed, he said, because when the
pandemic hit, the federal government said no one could have their
Medicaid turned off unless they
moved out of state, passed away,
or requested to turn it off, so all
were maintained on the program.
Also, Medicaid numbers are high
because during the Covid-19 pan-
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Attorney At Law
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demic, and partly due to that, everything went up.
Martz added that the department handled 186 calls for adult
protective services and noted that
the number of calls for adult and
child protective services continues to climb.
One of the other startling figures from 2018 showed that 9% of
Warren County households lived
below the poverty level while 24%
were identified as “asset limited,
income restrained, employed” or
ALICE as United Way calls them.
According to United Way, the
remaining 67% were identified as
above the ALICE level.
“Most of the social services programs you need to have income
that’s at or below the poverty level
to be eligible,” Martz said. “ALICE
accounts for the segment of the
population who may be making
over the poverty level but still are
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one bill away from needing services. Essentially, it’s the working
poor.”
He said approximately onethird of the county’s population
lives either at, below, or is one bill
or “catastrophe” away from being
at the poverty level.
North River Supervisor Delores
Oates asked how that compares
to state and surrounding counties

and he said it’s fairly similar in the
state as a whole.
The report also included the department’s family services operations.
“The department reported 17
children in foster care as of Sept.
30, however six children ended
up being adopted, finding their
forever home, and that’s always a
joyous occasion,” he said.

Although
the
department
handled 899 children who were
referred to child protective services, the figure doesn’t mean the
department received 899 calls
for services or had to respond to
them.
“Some are duplicates because
we often get multiple calls for one
family,” he said. “The department
handled 186 calls for adult protec-

tive services, but that’s generally
one person per call, and only occasionally a couple. The numbers
for CPS and APS are climbing and
don’t go down, unfortunately,” he
said.
Martz continued reporting on
the numbers.
“The total spending percentage for social services is 55% from
federal government and 43% from
state partners, and the rest from
our locality,” he said. “Between
state, federal and local partners
approximately $83 million in
goods and services was spent on
social services in Warren County
in the fiscal period of 2021, and

the locality spent $1.7 million.”
The department spent the
bulk of its budget on Medicaid
and the SNAP grocery program.
About $739,207 in local funds
and $1,184,322 in state funds are
for Community Services Act programs such as Head Start. Martz
explained that for each dollar
spent by the county, the community receives $83 in return.
But the SNAP program $8.9
million are spent in local grocery
stores which helps the economy,
he said.
“And indicators such as poverty levels appear to make it more
See DSS, 8
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DSS, from 7

likely the department will see
increases in child-protective services cases or clients on benefits
programs,” Martz said.
DSS spent 96.4% of its funds on
services and about 3% on administration costs, which includes
paying staff and utility bills.
“As an agency that works solely
on tax dollars, it is our responsibility to be good stewards of that
money, not spend it frivolously,
not spend it on things that aren’t
needed,” he explained. “We’re
proud to say that 96.4% of the
money we receive goes directly to
the citizens of Warren County.”
Shenandoah Supervisor Walter
Mabe inquired whether the department needed more staff.
Martz said there had been employee shortages in recent years,
but he was proud to report that
the department was fully staffed
as of 9 a.m. that day.
“And it lasted about five minutes because a foster care worker
left for a job in a neighboring locality!” he said.
He added that about 1 ½ years
ago they were at about 50% capacity, but he credited their staff for
making the department attractive to prospective employees that
helped to fill the vacant positions.
He also praised the county for
providing pay raises for department staff so the agency could
compete with neighbors for employees.
“The support we get from the
board and Dr. Daley is immeasurable when attracting talent when
coming into the agency.”
Supervisors said they were
pleased to hear that.
When asked how many calls the
department receives in a month,
he said, “We receive about 181900 calls a month at the front
desk, and have about 1,000 people
physically coming in.
Fork District Supervisor Vicky
Cook asked if the money they get
from the state and federal sources
is constant, but Martz answered
that expenses continue to go up.

New
Beginnings
Community
Greetings

540-635-8660
“Introducing Your Business to
New Homeowners in our Community”
P.O. Box 1025 • Front Royal VA 22630

She also asked about staffing and
asked if they were keeping up with
the volume.
He answered that it was a
complicated question because,
although right now there are
enough people to handle the cases, there is more they want to do
to increase services for the county.
“One of our goals is to open an
employment center where people
can look for jobs online, do mock
interviews, take classes and get
help with resumes,” he said. “The
board granted us money for a jobs
developer position, and we are the
only DSS in the northern Virginia
region that has one. And that is
due to this board.!”
He explained that the employment service will be open to anyone who comes in, that they don’t
have to be a social services client.
Something else he would like
to offer people is to ask, ‘Are you
interested in parenting classes?’ if
someone has called to notify the
department about a situation that
doesn’t necessarily rise to the level

of CPS.
He’d also like to get folks into
money management classes that
can help them learn to budget.
“It’s been a revolving door, with
people saying, ‘If it was good
enough for my parents and grandparents, it’s good enough for me
and my kids,’” Martz observed.
“We are trying to teach people to
want more, to say, ‘it’s not good
enough for me and not for my
kids just getting by.’”
He gave an example.
“It’s an old saying, ‘You can lead
a horse to water, but you can’t
make him drink, but if the horse
doesn’t know he’s thirsty, he will
never take a drink,’” he said. “So,
we want to let people know there’s
more out there, like our partnerships with community colleges.”
Last year the board approved
a grant with Lord Fairfax Community College so students could
attend at no charge, but nobody
knew about it, he said.
“We’re working to let people
know those programs are out
there. I’m a big believer that eduWINTER SPECIAL! Sellers receive
a special 2% commission rate to sell
your home on any listing contract
signed by February 28, 2022. Other
listing packages available to meet
each sellers needs. Call for details:
540-450-6855.

cation provides opportunity and
always tell my staff that we’re in
the business of providing opportunity,” he said. “Ultimately our
job is to put ourselves out of business, so there’s no need for social
services. This will probably not

happen in my lifetime, though.”
The Department of Social Services is located in the Warren
County Health & Human Services
Complex at 600 W. 15th St., Front
Royal, VA 22630. (540) 635-3430.
– carol@areaguides.com

Driver Improvement Clinic - Licensed by DMV
“Better Driving Through Better Training”

DMV/Court Ordered • Work • New Drivers
Volunteer (earn points) • Insurance Rate Reduction

Saturday: Feb. 19th

Cost of the 8 hr class is $6500 • From 8am - 5pm at
our temporary new location: Holiday Inn, 333 Front
Royal Pike, Winchester VA. 22602. (Near Costco)
Call 24/7 • (540) 635-9015 • Craig Strickler, Owner/Instructor

Eckankar Presents -

Sing HU and discover:
A key to open your heart, and
Experiences of peace and calm
www.eckankar.org -or- www.thesoundofsoul.org
Virginia Satsang Society, Inc., a Chartered Affiliate of Eckankar

Rocco Christoff
I am based here in Stephens City and
offer many incentives other Realtors do
not to save buyers and sellers money!

10780 Parkridge Blvd, Suite 80
Reston, Virginia 20191
540-450-6855
roccochristoff@hotmail.com
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TWO Locations!

WOODSTOCK

476 North Main St.

(former Ben Franklin Store)

WOODSTOCK 540-459-2655
390 East King Street, Suite 6

(Beside Blue Ridge Hospice Thrift Shop)

STRASBURG 540-465-2655

STRASBURG

Three Generations, Two Locations, One Goal

Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry, chimes,
rock and mineral specimens, books, Tarot & Oracle cards, greeting
cards, journals, tapestries, candles, incense, fragrance and essential oils,
stickers, and so many more one of a kind items!

215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318
Open Thur. – Monday 12-5

Shop at a LOCAL Family Owned Business. You can get quality and unique items at great
prices while also helping out our consignors which are your friends, neighbors and many
local charities put money in their pockets. We are Upscale Consignment Stores where
HALF of the Inventory in the Stores are 25%, 50%, 75% & 90% OFF EVERY DAY at
BOTH the WOODSTOCK & STRASBURG Stores.
We are a unique and fun place to shop and are one of the largest Consign & Thrift
Stores located in the State of Virginia. Now accepting Consignments and Donations.

Both stores are Open Mon-Wed 9-6
Thur, Fri & Sat 9-7 and Closed Sunday
Check out our Facebook Page for
Weekly Updated Pictures & SALE Information
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INDICTMENTS
2022 January Indictments
Jonathan Michael Wynkoop
The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that:
on or about March 3, 2021, in the
County of Warren, Jonathan Michael Wynkoop, 28, of the 2100
block of Cottonwood Ln., Culpeper, VA 22701, did unlawfully
and feloniously, knowingly and
intentionally possess a controlled
substance, to-wit: Methamphet-

amine listed in Schedule II of the
Drug Control Act.
Kimberly Dawn Kuser
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
that: on or about July 29, 2021, in
the County of Warren Kimberly
Dawn Kuser, 32, of the 2300 block
of Fairground Rd., Front Royal, VA
22630, did unlawfully and feloniously steal jewelry, having a value
of $1,000 or more, belonging to

Dawn Clatterbuck.
Jessica Dawn Garcia
The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges Jessica
Dawn Garcia, age and address unknown, with two counts. COUNT
ONE: In the County of Warren,
Jessica Dawn Garcia, did unlawfully and feloniously conspire
to sell or distribute a Schedule
II controlled substance, to-wit:
Methamphetamine.
COUNT

With 3 FREE rounds, discounted rates, range discounts and other
great benefits will help you play more golf while paying less.
New Members ONLY. This offer is ONLY available through February 28, 2022

ACT NOW!

Join the club for $298 and receive the following benefits:
W!
NE•
W!
NE•

•
•
•
•
W!
NE•

Receive a point for every dollar you spend, points
can be redeemed for free golf or the driving range.
3 Free 18 Hole Rounds of Golf with Cart
50% off Range Balls
Preferred Tournament Rates
1 Guest Pass at Eagle Club Rate
10% off In-stock / Non-Sale Merchandise
Winter Weekday Special January / February
(Players Fee of $20 Includes Cart.)

TWO: did unlawfully and feloniously conspire to transport into
Virginia, more than one ounce of
Scheduled II controlled substance,
to-wit: Methamphetamine. Dates
of the offenses were on or about
March 24, 2021, through March
26, 2021.
Aaron Keith Deavers
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
Aaron Keith Deavers, age and address unknown, with four counts.
COUNT ONE: In the County of
Warren, Aaron Keith Deavers did
unlawfully and feloniously possess
a Schedule II controlled substance,
to-wit: Fentanyl. COUNT TWO:
did unlawfully and feloniously
possess a Schedule II controlled
substance, to-wit: Oxycodone
and Acetaminophen. COUNT
THREE: did unlawfully and feloniously possess with the intent to
distribute a Schedule II controlled
substance, to-wit: Methamphetamine. COUNT FOUR: did unlawfully and feloniously possess
with intent to manufacture, sell,
give, or distribute 28 grams or
more of a mixture or substance
containing a detectable amount of
Methamphetamine, its salts, isomers, or salts of its isomers. Date
of the offenses was on or about
March 4, 2021.
Joseph Cortez Brown
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
Joseph Cortez Brown, 29, of the
1200 block of North Royal Ave.,
Front Royal, VA 22630, with five
counts. COUNT ONE: In the
County of Warren, Joseph Cortez
Brown did unlawfully and feloniously possess a Schedule II controlled substance, to-wit: Cocaine.
COUNT TWO: did unlawfully
and feloniously, possess a Schedule II controlled substance, to-wit:
Phencyclidine. COUNT THREE:
did unlawfully drive or operate

a motor vehicle while under the
influence of a narcotic drug to a
degree that impaired his ability to
operate a motor vehicle. COUNT
FOUR: did unreasonably refuse to
have a sample of his blood taken
for chemical tests to determine
the alcohol or drug content of the
blood. COUNT FIVE: did operate a motor vehicle on a highway
without a valid driver’s license.
Date of the offenses was on or
about April 24, 2021.
Joseph Cortez Brown
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
Joseph Cortez Brown, 29, of the
1200 block of North Royal Ave.,
Front Royal, VA 22630, with three
counts. COUNT ONE: In the
County of Warren, Joseph Cortez
Brown did unlawfully and feloniously possess a Schedule II controlled substance, to-wit: Cocaine.
COUNT TWO: did unlawfully, feloniously, knowing and intentionally possess a firearm while simultaneously unlawfully possessing a
Schedule II controlled substance,
to-wit: Cocaine. COUNT THREE:
did unlawfully, feloniously, knowingly and intentionally possess a
firearm, after having previously
been convicted of a violent felony.
Date of the offenses was on or
about January 9, 2021.
Darrin W. Murphy
The Warren County Va. Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that:
on or about January 19, 2021, in
the County of Warren, Darrin W.
Murphy did unlawfully and feloniously cause bodily injury to
M.M.H., with the intent to maim
disfigure, disable, or kill.
A Grand Jury Indictment is only
a charge and not evidence of guilt.
The defendants are entitled to a
fair trial with the burden on the
government to prove guilt beyond
a reasonable doubt.

Shear Elegance Pet Boutique
Dogs & Cats Welcome

“We Give Your Pets the Love,
Care & Respect they Deserve”

$25.00 Anytime
Monday-Friday
$35 Anytime
Weekends & Holidays

540-635-2024
info@bowlinggreencc.com

$10 Nail Trim • Call for Appointment

Bowling Green Country Club
838 Bowling Green Rd. Front Royal
bowlinggreencountryclub.net

Tues.-Sat. 8–4 (Lobby closed 11am-12 noon for lunch)

540-622-8085

www.ShearElegancePetBoutique.com

918 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal (in front of UPS)
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Virginia appears set to ban school mask mandates. How soon will it happen?

By Graham Moomaw
VirginiaMercury.com
As part of her argument that
Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin
and his more liberal counterparts
in states like New Jersey are taking
two different approaches to lifting
mask mandates in schools, Virginia House Minority Leader Eileen
Filler-Corn said other states aren’t
easing their rules until March.
“If we move forward with this
bill with an emergency clause,
you’re talking about putting this

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-877-636-7566
The bathroom of your dreams for
as little as $149/month! BCI Bath
& Shower. Many options available.
Quality materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military Discounts Available. Limited Time Offer
- FREE virtual in-home consultation
now and SAVE 15%! Call Today!
1-866-491-9867
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift
Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today! 1-888-4763207
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
Coverage for 350 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-844-8526401
www.dental50plus.com/14 #6258

into effect in a number of weeks,”
said Filler-Corn, D-Fairfax, referring to anti-mask mandate legislation she said would endanger children, teachers and administrators.
Del. Amanda Batten, R-James
City, one of the bill’s sponsors,
pointed out that March is only a
few weeks away.
“If we’re looking at March as
a magic date, we’re pretty close
to March right now,” Batten said.
“Even with an emergency clause, if
all that were to happen, we would
probably be lining up with March.
Much as the other states are.”
As a handful of Democrats in

the Virginia Senate joined with
Republicans Wednesday in a 2117 vote to end mandatory student
masking in schools, questions remained over how and when the
proposed law might go into effect.
Youngkin has indicated he’s eager to sign it, but it still needs to
pass the Republican-led House of
Delegates before it goes to him.
House Speaker Todd Gilbert, RShenandoah, said Wednesday he
plans to get the bill to Youngkin
as soon as possible because “kids
can’t wait any longer.”
With Youngkin’s executive order
against mask mandates in limbo
due to legal challenges, the legislative ban could potentially end
compulsory school masking before the courts have had the final
say on whether Youngkin’s action
is legal.
Though most new laws go into
effect on July 1 by default, Youngkin could recommend an emergency clause that would make the
law take effect immediately after
he signs it. But both narrowly divided legislative chambers would
need to approve that step. This
week, rules experts have been
poring over parliamentary procedures to figure out if that would
take a simple majority vote or the

Matthews Auto Center
13 W. Duck Street • Front Royal • (540) 636-7567

Complete Auto Repair and Maintenance

ASE Master Technician • VA State Inspections
Between the bridges!

four-fifths votes required of most
emergency legislation.
Both the House and the Senate
clerks, the General Assembly’s
experts on legislative rules, confirmed to the Mercury that, under
current practice, an emergency
clause sent down by Youngkin
could pass with simple majority
votes.
That suggests the masks provision could easily clear the House,
where Republicans have a 52-48
majority. And if only one of the
three Senate Democrats who voted for the bill Wednesday want the
law to take effect immediately — a
strong possibility given the vocal
anti-mandate stance of Sen. Chap
Petersen, D-Fairfax — emergency
language could also clear the Senate, where Democrats have a 2119 majority with Lt. Gov. Winsome Sears breaking ties.
“We don’t have a lot of tools
to push back,” Del. Marcus Simon, D-Fairfax, said Wednesday.
“That’s life in the minority.”
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In a similar situation in the fall
of 2020, Democrats used their superior numbers in both chambers
to pass emergency protections for
Virginians facing eviction when
then-Gov. Ralph Northam added
an emergency clause. Both chambers approved it by majority vote,
over Republican opposition.
Democrats voiced strong objections to the anti-mask mandate bill
in both chambers this week. Unlike other states moving away from
mask mandates, they note, both
Youngkin’s order and the pending
bill prevent local school boards
from making masks mandatory.
That could create problems, they
say, should another COVID-19
surge happen.
Groups representing Virginia
school boards, school superintendents and teachers have also
raised that concern while voicing
opposition to the bill.
Stacy Haney, a lobbyist for the
Virginia School Boards Association, said her organization oppos-
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FRESH FROM THE GROUND UP

Playground and mining sluice for the kids!

www.woodbinefarmmarket.com
5199 John Marshall Hwy., Strasburg, VA
540-465-2729

FARMING SINCE 1898

When Quality counts
Count on Us!

Donahoe’s
Whimsical Flowers & Gift Shop

Valentine’s Day is February
14th! Call today to order your
Special Arrangement!

NEW Location - 235 Chester Street

Front Royal, Virginia • 540-635-2815
donahoeswhimsicalflowers.com

540-635-2815 • 800-806-5182

EXIT REALTY PROS
No Matter where you’re going
this EXIT will get you there!

www.exitrealtyprosva.com
703.963.4064
Ken@exitrealtyprosva.com
9244 Center St., Manassas, VA 20110
Independently Owned and Operated
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ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, you keep looking inward to
realize your goals and you’re making
very good progress in that regard.
Communication is a key to success,
so keep dialogues open.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
Lately you seem to radiate success
in all you do, Taurus. Others naturally
want to flock to where you are and
spend more time with you. Enjoy the
spotlight while it lasts.
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
If communication with family
members has been difficult lately, you
may find that things change in the
next few days, Gemini. This is a welcome change.
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
Disagreements are not necessarily
a bad thing, Cancer. They can open
people up to discussions that can be
enlightening. Disagree, but don’t let it
get heated.
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Romance may be on your mind a
lot more than usual, Leo. This can be
a good thing. Use your free time to
foster nuances in your relationship.
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, you may have to take a different route than you initially expected in order to reach a destination. The
journey could be very eye-opening
and inspirational.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
In order to be the brightest and the
best you can be, you may find that you
rub certain people the wrong way, Libra. Find ways to make amends.
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, a challenging week ahead
will require some focus and a willingness to accept support. Surround
yourself with people who have your
back.
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
An especially busy social schedule
may leave you feeling a little tired for
some time. Schedule some time for
rest and relaxation to recharge your
batteries.
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
A great deal of unexpected information is coming your way, Capricorn. You may have to sort through it
to figure out what is useful and what
is not essential.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Don’t neglect the help that people
are willing to offer you, Aquarius.
Teamwork makes the dream work,
and working with others is beneficial
to all involved.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Use creativity in any way you can
to solve issues that come your way,
Pisces. You may be surprised at what
you come up with.

es the state making masks mandatory and opposes the state making
masks optional.
“This is a decision that should be
made by our local school boards,”
Haney told the House Education
Committee.”If there’s anything
that is certain in this pandemic,
it is that it will change again. But
if you pass this substitute, you tie
our hands and we can’t change
with the pandemic.”
The Virginia Education Association, the state’s largest advocacy
group for teachers, and the Virginia Association of School Superintendents also registered their
opposition to the bill.
At the same hearing, Youngkin

Secretary of Education Aimee
Guidera, said “if things get worse,”
the state can revisit the mask issue.
“This is not about masks,”
Guidera said. “This is about parents’ rights to have judgment.
They know their children best.”
Pressed to explain how a masksoptional system would protect
immunocompromised students at
higher risk from the virus, Guidera
said she’s confident principals and
parents will work together to protect those students.
No Democrats on the House
Education Committee voted for
the mask mandate ban, perhaps
signaling more unified opposition

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

in their caucus than among the
Senate Democrats.
In the Senate, the two Democrats who joined Petersen in support of the bill were Sens. Joe
Morrissey, D-Richmond and Lynwood Lewis, D-Accomack.
During a lengthy debate on the
Senate floor, Morrissey said he believes masks are effective (though
perhaps not as effective as initially
thought) and will continue to tell
his own children to wear them at
school. But he said he thinks all
parents should be able to make
that choice themselves.
“We are telling parents what to
do,” Morrissey said. “And as a legislator, I just don’t believe that I
have the audacity to tell them what
they can do and they cannot do.”
Other Senate Democrats argued that — just as Youngkin’s executive order did — the bill would
strip communities of their power
to make their own decisions on
masks.
“We will eventually get back to
normal. We all want that,’ said Sen.
Jennifer McClellan, D-Richmond.
“But we have to do it in a way that
is safe for everyone. Not a onesize-fits-all approach.”
Sen. Mamie Locke, D-Hampton,
said she’s heard a wave of opposition since the mask mandate ban
was introduced Tuesday.
“I don’t know about other people,” Locke said, “but my emails

and my text messages and my
phone have been inundated with
calls from my district of school
board members, teachers, saying:
‘Are you people crazy? What is
wrong with you?’”
Supporters of the bill said it
would bring some measure of
peace to communities divided by
mask debates and would better
reflect newer findings suggesting cloth masks are less effective
against the omicron variant.
“The truth here is that the only
mitigation that actually works is
the vaccine,” said Sen. Siobhan
Dunnavant, R-Henrico, the only
doctor in the General Assembly.
Petersen, the bill’s Democratic
champion, said his goal is to end
“the mask wars” once for all.
“I don’t have a doctorate in
medicine,” he said. “But I do have
a doctorate in common sense.”
– gmoomaw@virginiamercury.com

Mowing and
Landscaping
Great Rates • Quality Service
Serving the Shenandoah Valley
& Outlying Areas for over 15 years

Conway Lawn Care, LLC
540-975-2313

Warren County Parks and Recreation Department

Be With the One You Always Cherish

Gymnastics Classes
The Warren County Parks and Recreation Department is currently accepting
registrations for its Gymnastics Beginner to Advanced II classes for children ages
three (3) years and older. Each participant will be contacted by the Coordinator and
will be assigned to the appropriate level based on his/her skill assessment sheet.
All classes will be held on Saturdays beginning March 26, 2022, through April
23, 2022, at the Warren County Health and Human Services Complex Gym,
located at 465 W. 15th Street, Front Royal, Virginia, 22630.

Meet Friends You Never Knew You Needed

The cost of the class is $85.00 per child and includes the uniform; limit of 120
participants.
Registration will only be accepted through March 11, 2022, or until the limit of 120
participants is reached.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

Skill Assessment will be held on Saturday, March 12, 2022, from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

FEBRUARY 14
Danai Gurira, Actress (44)
FEBRUARY 15
Ross Duffer, TV Producer (38)
FEBRUARY 16
The Weeknd, Singer (32)
FEBRUARY 17
Michael, Jordan, Athlete (59)
FEBRUARY 18
John Travolta, Actor (68)
FEBRUARY 19
Millie Bobby Brown, Actress (18)
FEBRUARY 20
Olivia Rodrigo, Singer (19)

Registration information for any of our programs can be obtained by contacting
the Warren County Community Center, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00
p.m., evening and weekend hours may vary at (540) 635-1021.

Offering Something DIFFERENT in Senior Living

540-636-2008

973 Buck Mountain Road
Bentonville, VA 22610
www.hiddenspringsseniorliving.com

Please visit us on the web at
https://parksandrecreation.warrencountyva.net/
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Marijuana is still illegal to sell in Va., but that’s not stopping retailers (including a senator)

A cereal bar infused with THC purchased from a cannabis dispensary coowned by Sen. Louise Lucas, D-Portsmouth. The store, the Cannabis Outlet, sells the products for $30. (Ned Oliver/Virginia Mercury)

By Ned Oliver
VirginiaMercury.com
The Lucky Charms cereal bars
for sale at Sen. Louise Lucas’ cannabis shop in Portsmouth feature
a stoned cartoon leprechaun and
a warning that it “contains cannabis, a Schedule 1 controlled substance.”
The label, it turns out, is only
partially accurate.
Lab testing shows the marsh-

mallow treat does contain delta-9
THC — the main intoxicating ingredient in pot — which remains
illegal to sell in Virginia even after
lawmakers legalized marijuana
possession last year.
But the packaging overstated
the bar’s potency, suggesting it
contained 600 milligrams of total
THC while the lab test showed
just under 30 milligrams.
Both issues — the mislabeled
product and the presence of a

$5 OFF $10 OFF
Regular Price Engine Air Filter
or
Oil and Filter Cabin Air Filter
Service
Replacement
COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED PRIOR TO SERVICE WRITE-UP
Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees. Prices may
vary by model. One coupon per customer visit. Not valid in conjunction with
any other coupon or in-store special. Expires 2/28/2022.
Dealerships are not responsible for printer errors.

COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED PRIOR TO SERVICE WRITE-UP
Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees. Prices may
vary by model. One coupon per customer visit. Not valid in conjunction with
any other coupon or in-store special. Expires 2/28/2022.
Dealerships are not responsible for printer errors.

The cannabis dispensary co-owned by Sen. Louise Lucas, D-Portsmouth,
on High Street in Portsmouth. (Ned Oliver/Virginia Mercury)

controlled substance — are typical of the black and gray market
for retail marijuana that has exploded in Virginia since lawmakers legalized possession of the
drug but not sales.
The resulting demand for marijuana products has presented an
opportunity for entrepreneurs
willing to take a risk, but left customers with little assurances as
to the quality and contents of the
mostly-synthetic THC products

Extended Hours
Special

$25.00 OFF

Any Repair or Non
Discounted Service Over
$125.00 During Evening
Hours of 5PM-10PM
COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED PRIOR TO SERVICE WRITE-UP
Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees. Prices may
vary by model. One coupon per customer visit. Not valid in conjunction with
any other coupon or in-store special. Expires 2/28/2022.
Dealerships are not responsible for printer errors.

that have been popping up in gas
stations, health food stores and
dedicated retail outlets like the
one co-owned by Lucas, who as
president pro tempore of the Virginia Senate is the most powerful
elected Democrat in state government.
“What concerns me is that
people don’t know what they’re
taking,” said Michelle Peace, a forensic science professor at VCU
who has drawn nationwide recog-

nition for her research in the field.
“The products are not quality
tested but consumers are trusting
they are made in a sanitary environment and that the label is accurate.”
Marijuana sold by Virginia’s
four licensed medical marijuana
dispensaries, which are only open
to people with prescriptions, is
subject to stringent testing requirements. But there are no such
standards in place for retailers like
Lucas, who in a brief interview at
the Capitol this week expressed
surprise that her shop was selling
products advertised as containing
a controlled substance.
“I sell hemp products and CBD,”
said Lucas, who co-sponsored the
marijuana legalization bill last
year and has touted her cannabis shop in an effort to boost her
Twitter account. At her request,
the Mercury emailed her questions but she did not respond.
Rampant mislabeling
The products for sale in Lucas’
shop, the Cannabis Outlet, are in
line with the broader market, ac-

FREE FREE

Wiper Blades
With 30, 60 or
90,000 Mile
Scheduled Service

COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED PRIOR TO SERVICE WRITE-UP
Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees. Prices may
vary by model. One coupon per customer visit. Not valid in conjunction with
any other coupon or in-store special. Expires 2/28/2022.
Dealerships are not responsible for printer errors.

23 Point
Vehicle Check
NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED
COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED PRIOR TO SERVICE WRITE-UP
Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees. Prices may
vary by model. One coupon per customer visit. Not valid in conjunction with
any other coupon or in-store special. Expires 2/28/2022.
Dealerships are not responsible for printer errors.

Service Customers: FREE Pick-Up & Delivery (Call for details)
EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS! MONDAY-FRIDAY, 6AM to 10PM and SATURDAY, 8AM to 5PM

Marlow Motors

707 N Commerce Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-4158 • marlowmotor.com
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times still containing detectable
levels of the industrial solvents
used in the manufacturing process. In the case of a package of
doctored Chips Ahoy cookies,
cannabis contents varied widely
between products and a human
hair was found stuck to the sticky
coating, she said.
And Peace said she was particularly alarmed by a package of
“smokable hemp” cigarettes that
contained shredded paper coated
with an intoxicating cannabis extract.
Sen. Louise Lucas, D-Portsmouth, presides over the Virginia Senate as
president pro tempore of the chamber. (Ned Oliver/Virginia Mercury)

cording to Peace, who analyzed
two samples from the senator’s
store on behalf of the Mercury
and recently conducted a separate
review of 66 products purchased
in other stores around the state.
Nearly all of the products Peace’s
lab tested as part of the wider review were marketed as containing
delta-8 THC, a compound that is
nearly identical to delta-9 THC,
but which is synthetically manufactured from industrial hemp.
Producers argue delta-8 is technically legal despite the fact that it
offers an intoxicating high similar
to traditional marijuana.
Lab tests showed that all but
one of the 66 products were inaccurately labeled:
25 contained illegal amounts of
delta-9 THC, which is capped at
.3 percent under federal and state
laws governing hemp extracts;
22 claimed to contain THC but
contained almost no cannabinoids — legal or not;
19 had less total THC than advertised and four had more than
the label suggested;

One was a delta-9 THC product apparently manufactured in a
state where sales are legal with a
delta-8 sticker placed on the packaging.
The products were collected
by Virginians for Safe Cannabis
from businesses around Northern
Virginia, the Richmond region,
Hampton Roads and Roanoke.
The advocacy group includes
medical producers, consumer
advocates like Virginia NORML
and other industry stakeholders.
Peace, who presented the research
to the General Assembly on Tuesday, said it represents one of the
broadest surveys of unregulated
THC products to date.
She told lawmakers that the
inaccurate labeling and inconsistency among products make it
almost impossible for consumers
to safely dose the drugs. Some
samples also presented potential
health and sanitary concerns.
Peace said many of the edible
products from the survey were
commercial baked goods sprayed
with a cannabis extract, some-

My listings are selling so fast and for much more than sellers expect! Please
call me for a no-obligation consultation to see what your home could be worth!

‘Can’t police every gas station’
Even if the products were accurately labeled and contained just
delta-8 THC, state officials do not
consider them legal.
The Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services,
which is tasked with regulating
the hemp industry, considers

delta-8 “an adulterant as a food
ingredient” and conveys this to
hemp manufacturers that “indicate an interest in producing food
products” containing the drug.
But a spokesman said in a statement that the products are being
so widely sold that there’s nothing
they can do about it.
“Given the proliferation of delta-8 THC products in the retail
marketplace, the agency does not
currently have the enforcement
resources to effectively remove
all products under the agency’s
jurisdiction from retail establishments,” said Michael Wallace, an
agency spokesman, in an email.
He did not respond to a question about whether the agency has
ever pursued an enforcement action related to the drug.
Likewise, law enforcement
agencies around the state appear to have collectively decided
to tolerate the sales. They cite

the complexity of enforcement,
which would require testing of
every product to prove its contents. They also say lawmakers in
the General Assembly have clearly
communicated that they don’t
think marijuana enforcement
should be a priority.
“Enforcement of marijuana never was a high priority,” said John
Jones, director of the Virginia
Sheriff ’s Association. “Now given
public sentiment, lack of resources and a complicated law, I think
law enforcement are focusing on
enforcement issues that folks care
about.”
Police departments shared a
similar sentiment. In the small
town of Galax, Police Chief DeWitt Cooper said his officers have
enough trouble keeping up with
potent drugs like fentanyl.
“We can’t police every gas staSee MARIJUANA, 14
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You have the power to save
You have the power in one finger to lower your electric bill.
With it, you can turn off lights, power strips and unused electronics.
You can turn your thermostat down to 68 and your water heater to 120 F.
You can also go to
MyREC.coop/Save for more tips.

Learn more about WHAT MATTERS Partners at www.whatmattersw2.com

BETH

ASSOCIATE BROKER

So, put that finger to good use
and lower your electric bill today.
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MATTERS
WHATMATTERSW2.COM

88 Long Winding Rd.
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-671-6145

210 E Main St.
Front Royal, VA 22630
703-330-2222

540-671-6145 • beth@whatmattersw2.com

You have the power.
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tion,” he said. “Because they’re
selling it as hemp, we can’t say
otherwise unless we start buying
all this stuff and testing it. For me,
it’s gotten out of control.”
Debating market’s future
State lawmakers are actively debating how to legalize retail sales
of marijuana. Currently the only
legal avenue to obtain marijuana
is to either grow it yourself or get
it as a gift.
Front and center in the discussion is the role of the industrial
hemp manufacturers in the synthetic cannabis products they are
producing.
Some hemp producers are lobbying to be licensed early alongside medical processors to begin
licensed retail sales of marijuana
next year.
Others are simply urging lawmakers to allow synthetic THC
sales to continue in places like gas
stations even after licensed marijuana shops open. They argue the
products could be sold safely with
the addition of testing and labeling requirements.
“We would support reasonable
regulations and age restrictions,”
said Dylan Bishop, a lobbyist for
the Cannabis Business Association of Virginia.
Meanwhile, some lawmakers
are pursuing legislation that would
eliminate any legal ambiguity surrounding delta-8 THC sales with

Feb. 11 – Feb. 14!!

• Valentine Sugar Cookies!!
Paint Your Own or choose
wrapped Conversation Hearts
• Vine & Leaf loose teas
• Valente Pastas
• Black Rifle Coffees
• Cocoa Bombs
• Super Bowl Sunday Snacks!
Mon - Sat 10-6, Sunday 11-4
216 E Main Street Front Royal

540-692-9483

new regulations. Among them is
Del. Dawn Adams, D-Richmond,
who worried that consumers buying the products don’t know what
they’re getting.
“Many people who early this
summer thought they were getting a form of CBD were unexpectedly and unhappily high,” Adams said. “We should all care that
consumers know what they are
putting into their bodies.”

Farms,” the combined quantity of
delta-8 (359 mg) and delta-9 THC
(139 mg) put it on par with the
strength of products sold in the
state’s regulated marijuana dispensaries.
The cereal bar was labeled, but
contained far less total THC than
advertised — 19 mg of delta-8
THC and 8 mg of delta-9 THC —
which taken together is the equivalent of just under three doses

a lot to say,” she said, requesting
the Mercury email her questions.
At Lucas’ request, the Mercury
emailed a detailed account of its
reporting and questions related to
the industry. Lucas and her staff
did not respond, but she did issue
a tweet criticizing a Mercury reporter for attempting to interview
her in person on Capitol Square,
which is a common practice.
– oliver@virginiamercury.com

(540) 222-0521
(540) 631-0666

A lawmaker’s cannabis shop
Lucas, who opened the “Cannabis Outlet” last year with a business partner after possession of
marijuana was legalized, is poised
to be a deciding vote on the issues
when they come before the Senate, where Democrats hold a oneseat majority. Under Virginia’s
conflict of interest laws, lawmakers are generally permitted to vote
on matters that affect their businesses.
She has used her status as a
state lawmaker and co-patron of
the state’s marijuana legalization
bill to promote the business in
television news interviews and,
more recently on Twitter.
“I’m a 78 year [old] grandma
who legalized pot and now has
her own cannibis (sic) store,” she
wrote in a tweet last week. “And
I’m the last thing standing between The GOP and total control
of Virginia.”
In a subsequent tweet she added, “Did I mention my store is on
High Street in Portsmouth.”
As of last week, the shop boasted an inventory that ranged from
vape pens to infused slushies. Free
samples of cannabis-laced Doritos and Cheetos sat in cups on a
counter. A handful of the products
were labeled as containing delta-8.
Others had the same label as the
aforementioned Lucky Charms
bar, warning that the products
contained a controlled substance.
Other products had no labels.
The employee working behind
the counter did not provide clear
answers when asked what the various products contained.
The Mercury had two products
analyzed — the cereal bar and a
vape cartridge that claimed to be
lab tested but offered no indication of what was inside. Peace,
the VCU forensic scientist, said
both appeared to be synthetic
cannabis products and while both
contained delta-8 THC, both also
contained quantities of delta-9
THC that would make them
plainly illegal to sell in Virginia.
In the case of the vape pen,
which was branded “Capt’n Kush

under current state law governing
the medical marijuana market.
Selling marijuana in Virginia remains a felony, with punishments
ranging from one year in prison
to life depending on the amount
sold.
Despite her recent tweets, Lucas declined this week to discuss
the shop in person.
“I will talk to you, because I’ve
been waiting for this, and I’ve got

HamricksRoofing@gmail.com

* Serving Front Royal for 25 years! *

Hamrick’s
Sudoku!

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love
sudoku. This mind-bending
puzzle will have you hooked
from the moment you square off,
so sharpen your pencil and put
your sudoku savvy to the test!
Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted
as a 9x9 grid, broken down
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a
sudoku, the numbers 1 through
9 must fill each row, column and
box. Each number can appear
only once in each row, column
and box. You can figure out the
order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric
clues already provided in the
boxes. The more numbers you
name, the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle! (Answer in back.)

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

State wildlife experts: ‘Leave bear dens alone!’
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RICHMOND, VA – It’s winter
in Virginia, a time when many
bears enter dens. Other bears
greatly reduce their movements
during winter but may remain active throughout the season. Movements and denning behavior vary
across regions of the state depending on weather and available food
resources.
Black bears in Virginia will
den in a variety of places including: brush piles, pine needles,
trees (cavities within tree), rock
outcroppings, ground nests, debris piles, and occasionally under

porches or unsecured crawl spaces. Not all black bears den for the
full winter season. Often, black
bears that enter a winter den are
females who will birth their cubs
in the den or females with yearlings still in tow. Male black bears
may den, but generally do not stay
in a den for the entire winter due
to the lack of extreme cold weather and snow across much of Virginia.
While many of us also hunker
down for the winter, there are still
ample opportunities that take us
afield in bear country. Whether

Welcome to

Saints Joachim
and Anna
Ukrainian
Catholic Church
An Eastern Catholic mission parish of the
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia
All are welcome to worship with us.
Let us love one another so that we may be of one mind in confessing:
The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the Trinity one in being and undivided.

Divine Liturgy in English*
Sundays, 10:30 am
Holy Mystery of Repentance (Confession):
Sundays, 9:45am
*Attendance at the Divine Liturgy fulﬁlls the Sunday obligation for all Catholics

Father Robert Hitchens, Pastor

1396 Linden St, Front Royal, VA
facebook.com/ssjoachimandanna

enjoying a hike, cutting firewood,
clearing brush, hunting, or doing
other activities, you may inadvertently stumble upon a black bear
den. A female black bear, particularly one who has had cubs in the
den, will likely remain at the den
unless they feel pressured to leave.
Here are a few tips to avoid disturbing a bear den and what to do
should a female leave her den.
Tips to avoid a den:
• Avoid hiking in dense brushy
thickets or young cutover timber
stands. If you must work in these
areas be mindful of brush piles,
gullies with debris piles, or storm
damage areas with thickets of
limbs/root balls.
• If your furry companion accompanies you, always maintain your
dog on a leash.
• When burning a brush or debris
pile on your property, look around
the entire pile for signs of digging
(fresh dirt, holes) or entry routes
into the pile.
• If you notice large excavated
holes or fresh trails into debris or
brush piles, listen closely for the
sound of cubs from a distance of
at least 30ft away. They often emit
a high pitched cry or “squall.”
• To prevent a bear from denning under an occupied dwelling,
ensure that crawl spaces, mobile
home underpinnings, and porches
are closed and secured prior to
December 1st each year.
Tips when you find a den:
• If you find a den on your prop-

erty or while recreating do not disturb it or approach the area. Leave
the area and if on public property
alert an employee of the location.
• If you inadvertently flush a female bear from a den, DO NOT
approach the den. Take a GPS
point of the location (or mark a
nearby area with flagging) and
leave the area immediately. If you
have a dog with you, leash it and
keep it maintained on a leash as
you leave the area. Contact the

Wildlife Helpline (1-855-5719003) to report the den location.
• Most often when left alone, the
female will return to the den; although they may not return until
night. Do not go back to the den
area as additional disturbance may
cause the bear to leave again and
not return.
If you need more information on bears and how to be Bear
Aware, please visit: dwr.virginia.
gov/wildlife/bear/

DENTAL Insurance
If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get
back on track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company now for inexpensive dental insurance.
Get help paying for the dental care you need.

Getting back to the dentist
couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY

1-844-852-6401
Dental50Plus.com/14

Get your FREE Information Kit
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for
similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN:
P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

Douglas Harold, Jr.
Attorney at Law

BANKRUPTCY

No one wants to file for bankruptcy,
but when there is no alternative…I can help.
(Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Only)
Stop Garnishments, Collection Activities and Lawsuits.

Looking to List or
Buy? Call Me Today!!

(Under Federal Law we are defined as a Debt Relief Agency.
We help people file for Bankruptcy Relief under the Bankruptcy Code)

DIVORCE

Specializing in Uncontested Divorce • Rapid Service - Quick Results

Serving the Northern Shenandoah Valley
Free Initial Telephone Consultation
35 Years Experience
• Reasonable Fees •
douglasharoldjr@yahoo.com

1114 Fairfax Pike, Ste 10
White Post, VA 22663

(540) 869-0040

Melanie Hamel
Associate Broker • ABR, GRI, CRB, ePro

540-671-3369

mhamelbroker@gmail.com
www.melaniehamel.com

Licensed in Virginia and West Virginia

824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630
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with a low around 38.
Thursday: Rain likely. Mostly
cloudy, with a high near 61. Chance of
precipitation is 60%.

Friday, February 11, 2022: Mostly
sunny, with a high near 58. South wind
5 to 11 mph, with gusts as high as 23
mph.
Friday Night: Isolated showers
before 1am. Partly cloudy, with a low
around 43. Southwest wind 3 to 7
mph. Chance of precipitation is 20%.
Saturday: Partly sunny, with a high
near 54. Light west wind increasing to
5 to 9 mph in the morning.
Saturday Night: A chance of rain
before 10pm, then a chance of rain and
snow between 10pm and 1am, then a
chance of snow after 1am. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 27. Northwest wind around 6 mph becoming
calm in the evening. Chance of precipitation is 50%.
Sunday: A chance of rain and snow
before 1pm. Partly sunny, with a high
near 37. Chance of precipitation is
30%.
Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a
low around 16.
Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high
near 32.
Monday Night: Mostly clear, with a
low around 17.
Tuesday: Sunny, with a high near
44.
Tuesday Night: Mostly clear, with a
low around 23.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 52.
Wednesday Night: Mostly cloudy,

worked to the bone even though she was
dilated also. Dilation affects women
differently than men. If you wish any
further information please feel free to
contact the office.
– Sincerely,
Stanley N., O.D.
(he’s the eye doctor)

ENGLE’S ANGLE:
“Doctor’s Orders”
by Kevin S. Engle
A few summers ago, we were in
Pennsylvania at my mother-in-law’s.
Why?
To work on house projects.
What fun.
I’m at my mother-in-law’s, and I
have to work.
One morning, my wife and I had an
appointment with our eye doctor who
also happens to be a close friend.
When I told him about my predicament, he gave me the following note.
I’ve added the details in parentheses
for clarification.

In addition to being my brother-inlaw, Ronnie was also the crew boss.
A real taskmaster.
I hoped the note would get me out
of having to work.
But I knew better.
He didn’t even laugh.
A few days ago I was in the doctor’s
office.
Not the eye doctor, but a doctor
doctor.
She said the pain in my leg was
probably coming from my back.
Huh?

Yeah.
She called it referred pain.
That’s when you have pain at one location that originates somewhere else.
I’d been doing a lot of snow shoveling recently.
Too much.
My lower back was tired and sore.
She said the nerves that run from
my back to my leg were probably causing the pain.
She suggested I take a break from
shoveling.
I suggested she write me a Doctor’s
excuse.
She just laughed.
This is what it would’ve said.
Dear Judy:
Please excuse Kevin from all snow
shoveling for the next two months. He’s
been working too hard lately. It’s time
you picked up the slack while he recu-

perates. He’ll make hot chocolate for
you when you’re done. If you have any
questions, please call my office.
– Sincerely,
JS, M.D.
(Kevin’s doctor)
When I told my wife about the doctor’s excuse, she sarcastically replied,
“Very funny.”
What’s the deal?
What’s a guy gotta do to get a laugh?
And get out of work?
You can be sure I’ll keep trying to
figure it out.
The author isn’t opposed to hard
work. As long as someone else is doing
it.
– kevinengle456@comcast.net
The Best of Engle’s Angle is available
online or pick up a signed copy at a local bookstore.

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Dear Ronnie: (he’s my brother-in-law)
Please excuse Kevin Engle (that’s
me) from any work at all for the next
three days (when we were going home)
because he was dilated today (my
pupils). Judy (that’s my wife) can be
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For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. *Oﬀer valid at time of estimate only 2The leading
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative
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Ask Stewart
Our continuing series on Native
Virginia Trees you can plant.
27. ‘Green Giant’ Arborvitae - The
‘Green Giant’ Arborvitae is an evergreen tree with a pyramid shape that
will quickly grow to 50 ft or more
in height. These trees are popular
as hedging or property borders and
adapt to different soils, though they
prefer full sun areas with well-drained,
moist soil.
28. ‘Green Vase’ Zelkova - This
tree is a good choice for urban areas
because of its ability to endure strong
winds, drought, and pollution. The
‘Green Vase’ Zelkova grows in a vase
shape and usually grows between 6070 ft tall.
29. Hackberry - Hackberry trees
also do well in cities and are extremely
hardy and tough. On average, they will
reach 40-70 ft in height with a 50 ftwide spread.
30. Hale-Haven Peach - This variety
of peach tree should ripen between
mid-June and mid-July and is a favorite among freestone peach trees. The
Hale-Haven is self-pollinating and is a
durable and productive type of peach
tree.
31. Heritage River Birch - The Heritage River Birch tree is notable because of its unique, curling bark. This
tree originally thrived only near river

beds but has been cultivated into a
stylish landscaping tree that provides
a lot of shade.
32. Hybrid Poplar - The Hybrid
Poplar is a colorful tree with vibrant
green leaves in warmer seasons and
beautiful, golden leaves in the fall.
These trees are very fast growing and
are popular in suburban and residential areas.
33. Hydrangea - Yes, there are both
hydrangea bushes and hydrangea
trees. Both produce the same lovely
flowers, but the tree naturally grows
taller and is a nice source of shade.
34. Kieffer Pear - The Kieffer Pear
tree has a later bloom than most, ripening between mid-September and
mid-October. These trees are durable
and can survive in considerably hot
climates and annually produce crisp,
delicious yellow fruit.
Your Pal in the Trees,
– Stewart
The Front Royal/Warren County
Tree Steward program began in 1997
with volunteers dedicated to improving the health of trees by providing
educational programs, tree planting
and care demonstrations, and tree
maintenance throughout the community. The group now consists of over 30
active members with several interns
working toward becoming certified tree
stewards from our annual “All About
Trees Class”. Each month Stewart will
answer a question from our readers.
Please forward it to “Stewart” in care
of:
frwctreestewards@comcast.net
and we may publish it in a future issue.
Please visit our website at:
www.treesfrontroyal.org

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted

IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

Shenandoah Harness Horseman
Winston Lineweaver’s Legacy
Recognized By Virgnia House of
Delegates
The Virginia House of Delegates
recognized harness horseman Winston Lineweaver’s accomplishments
and legacy in the sport at their February 3rd session at the State Capitol

Building in Richmond.
Delegate John Avoli kicked off the
day’s festivities at the General Assembly by reading a proclamation that
highlighted Mr. Lineweaver’s impact
on harness racing in the Shenanoah
Valley. The tribute was conducted by
the oldest legislative body in the free
world and is now part of its permanent
record.
Mr. Lineweaver, who competed in
Woodstock for decades at the Shenandoah County Fair and at Shenandoah
Downs since it began in 2016, passed
away September 24th last year. He was
born in Conicville, Virginia, and at the
time of his death, lived in Mauertown,
Virginia.
Mr. Lineweaver, who had 1628 victories in his driving career and had
eighteen seasons when his UDRS was

above .300, was from a family which
turned out many participants in the
harness sport; his brother Alvin joined
him in the 1000 Wins Club with 1239.
Mr. Lineweaver was a second generation horseman, and is survived by
his wife Elieen, who trained horses
in Woodstock with him, his daughter Joyce, a long time harness trainer
based in Pennsylvania, and another
daughter Doris, who is the Director
of Racing at Shenandoah Downs and
is one of the few female racing secretaries in the industry. Mr. Lineweaver’s
grandchildren, Weston and Maggie,
also are involved and help prepare and
service the Shenandoah barn area for
horsemen upon arrival.
All five were present for the proclamation’s reading. The group received a

8.99
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RAMSEY HARDWARE BERRYVILLE HARDWARE
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703 N ROYAL AVE Store
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BERRYVILLE
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Zip
540-635-2547
540-955-1900
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Sale ends 2/28/2022
Sale ends 2/28/22

©2022 True Value® Company. All rights reserved.

Find the right products for your project at your local True Value®
©2021 True Value Company LLC

Find the right products for your project at your local True Value®.
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tour of the State Capitol Building before the day’s session began and were
welcomed by Speaker of the House
Todd Gilbert on the floor after the session concluded.
The actual proclamation will be
read on a race day to be determined
during the 2022 Shenandoah Downs
season and will be presented to the
Lineweaver family.

Col. George Washington’s Virginia
Regiment Winter Muster Feb. 22
Join Capt. George Mercer’s Company of the Virginia Regiment for a
Military Muster at the site of Historic
Fort Loudoun in Winchester Virginia
in honor of George Washington’s
Birthday. The fort was headquarters
of Col. George Washington’s Virginia
Regiment during the French & Indian

As this pandemic continues on, many have come
to lean on their pets more than ever. Your help
in getting out the word about this great, longrunning program is appreciated more than ever.
Spay Today is our area’s non-profit, reducedpriced spay and neuter program. (Office: Charles
Town, WV) CHOOSE from MANY vets over a
WIDE area! At the time of surgery, initial shots
and tests can be obtained at lower rates.

Contact Spay Today:
www.spay-today.org
or call 304-728-8330

War, 1756-1758.
Learn what it was like to be a member of Col. Washington’s Virginia Regiment during this time.
Drilling and living history demonstrations are open to the Public.
Event is sponsored by the French &
Indian War Foundation and Captain
Mercer’s Company of the Virginia
Regiment.
Tuesday, Feb 22, 2022 at 2pm at Fort
Loudoun, 419 N Loudoun St Winchester, VA. 703-328-2642

Navy, and public ceremonies in and
around the nation’s capital. Members
of the Navy Ceremonial Guard participate in some of our nation’s most
prestigious ceremonies, including
Presidential inaugurations and arrival
ceremonies for foreign officials.
“I love the opportunities I’m provided by the ceremonial guard,” said
Bucher. “I’m constantly surrounded
by amazing people that I have a lot to
learn from.”
Sailors of the Ceremonial Guard are
hand selected while they are attending
boot camp at Recruit Training Command in Great Lakes, Illinois. Strict
military order and discipline, combined with teamwork, allow the Ceremonial Guard to fulfill their responsibilities with pride and determination.
They are experts in the art of close
order drill, coordination and timing.
The Ceremonial Guard is comprised of the drill team, color guard,

Winchester native becomes
member of elite Navy Honor Guard

MILLINGTON, Tenn. - A native of
Winchester, Virginia, recently completed an intensive 10-week training
program to become a member of the
elite U.S. Navy Ceremonial Guard.
Hospitalman Elizabeth Bucher, a
2021 Millbrook High School graduate, joined the Navy four months ago.
Today, Bucher serves as a U.S. Navy
Ceremonial Guardsman.
“I joined the Navy to provide myself
with the best opportunities for my future and to do my best to be a good
representation of what the United
States military stands for,” said Bucher.
Established in 1931, the U.S. Navy
Ceremonial Guard is the official honor
guard of the U.S. Navy and is based at
Naval District Washington Anacostia
Annex in Washington, D.C.
According to Navy officials, the U.S.
Navy Ceremonial Guard’s primary
mission is to represent the service
in Presidential, Joint Armed Forces,

forts will have a lasting effect around
the globe and for generations of sailors
who will follow.
“Serving in the Navy, to me, means
to be selfless,” added Bucher. “I take
the quote, ‘Ship, Shipmate, Self ’ quite
literally in how I decide to live my daily
life as a sailor.”

Campsite at Douthat State Park

Virginia State Parks launches new
online reservation site
Customers will enjoy a better map-

HOME SWEET
ORGANIZED HOME

Hospitalman Elizabeth Bucher

By Megan Brown, Navy Office of
Community Outreach

casket bearers and firing party.
Casket bearers carry the Navy’s
past service members to their resting
ground. Whether it is in Arlington National Cemetery, or another veteran’s
cemetery. The firing party renders the
21 Gun Salute, the signature honor of
military funerals, during every Navy
Funeral at Arlington National Cemetery.
There are many opportunities for
sailors to earn recognition in their
command, community and careers.
“I’m most proud of graduating high
school with my college certificates,
then further joining the Navy and
being selected for the Ceremonial
Guard,” said Bucher.
As a member of the U.S. Navy, Bucher, as well as other sailors, know they
are a part of a service tradition providing unforgettable experiences through
leadership development, world affairs
and humanitarian assistance. Their ef-

Enjoy up to 50% more space in your kitchen and better access to your most-used items
with our custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*
*Limit one offer per household.
Must purchase 5+ Classic/
Designer Shelves. EXP 3/31/22

Scan, Text or Call!
Team Daniels
Associate Brokers/REALTORS®
TeamDanielsVA@gmail.com
Cell: (540) 683-7550

Sharon Daniels:

Licensed in VA & WV
www.SharonLDaniels.com

®

Victoria Daniels:
Licensed in VA

(540) 683-7550
TeamDanielsVA.com
124042 _ PREMIER

415 South St Suite C, Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 636-7700

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation:

(540) 660-3497
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ping experience and a more flexible loyalty program
RICHMOND – Virginia State Parks
announced the launch of a new online
reservation site for campgrounds, cabins, yurts and picnic shelters aimed at
improving the visitor experience with
better maps, faster reservations and an
improved loyalty program for our customers.
The new site went live on Thursday,
Jan. 27 following months of collaboration with the state’s new management
technology provider, US eDirect.
“Virginia State Parks is continuously
investing in ways to improve our internal systems and in the way we engage
and serve the public,” said Virginia
State Park Director Dr. Melissa Baker.
“This new system will streamline bookings and allow visitors to experience
the Commonwealth’s natural beauty
and incredible history.”
Customers of Virginia State Parks
will experience a new system with improved functionality that includes:
• Interactive mapping that will give

overnight guests the opportunity to explore each park in greater detail
• An enhanced loyalty program that
will move from a point- to dollar-based
system, allowing guests greater flexibility in converting repeat stays into
discounted reservations
• Updated waitlist functionality to
alert guests when previously booked
sites become available
• Faster transaction processing times
online and in person, creating a more
streamlined user experience
“US eDirect has one goal: to innovate
relentlessly to serve agencies like Virginia State Parks and their millions of
annual visitors,” said US eDirect CEO
and President Tony Alex. “We are committed to our shared success and look
forward to years of working together to
serve Virginia State Parks visitors.”
To learn more and to book your Virginia State Parks getaway today, visit
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/stateparks/reservations

Lord Fairfax Health District Offers
Free COVID-19 Testing in Front
Royal
The Virginia Department of Health’s
Lord Fairfax Health District will offer
free COVID-19 testing events in Front
Royal.
Testing will be offered on Wednesdays, February 16 and 23 from 1 to 3
p.m. at the Warren County Health and
Human Services Complex located at
465 West 15th St. Attendees should
use the 15th St. gymnasium entrance.
Testing is available on a first-come,
first-served basis for anyone age 2 and
older. A parent or guardian must accompany anyone under 18 years old.
There will be no cost to the patient and
no insurance is needed. Walk-ups are

accepted with no appointment or advanced registration required. We ask
that everyone wear a mask and bring
photo identification.
The testing event will use the threeday polymerase chain reaction (PCR)
test. A rapid test option is not available.
To protect yourself and healthcare
workers, keep at least six feet of distance between yourself and other people at all times. Be sure to tell the test-

CLUES ACROSS
1. Remain as is
5. Functional
11. News magazine
12. Popular treat
16. Area units
17. Artificial intelligence
18. Marten valued for its fur
19. Forms of matter
24. Home of the Dodgers
25. Bordering
26. Part of the eye
27. It might be nervous
28. Visualizes
29. Crest of a hill
30. Measures engine speed (abbr.)
31. Tears in a garment (Br. Eng.)
33. Not easily explained
34 Song in short stanzas
38. Detonations
39. Intestinal
40. EU cofounder Paul-Henri __
43. Balmy
44. New Mexico mountain town
45. Gobblers
49. Insecticide
50. Golf scores
51. Has its own altar
53. “Pollock” actor Harris
54. Being livable
56. NHL play-by-play man
58. “The Great Lakes State” (abbr.)
59. Unpainted
60. Swam underwater
63. Native American people
64. Containing salt
65. Exam
CLUES DOWN
1. Small bone in middle ear
2. Long, angry speech
3. Move out of
4. Male organ

ing providers if you have any symptoms
of COVID-19, including fever, deep
cough or shortness of breath, or believe
that you may have been exposed to
someone with COVID-19. If you have
recently tested positive for COVID-19,
we ask that you do not come for testing.
VDH recommends that the follow-

See BRIEFS, 20

5. Two-toed sloth
6. Making dirty
7. Article
8. Oil company
9. Emits coherent radiation
10. Amounts of time
13. Unit equal to one quintillion bytes
(abbr.)
14. Forbidden by law
15. Drains away
20. Not out
21. Sea patrol (abbr.)
22. Bird genus
23. Gratuity
27. __ and feathers
29. Spiritual part of an individual (ancient
Egypt)
30. Hot beverage
31. Pouch
32. It followed the cassette
33. Large northern deer
34. Ones who offer formally
35. Famed genie
36. Bequeathed
37. Skeletal muscle
38. Atomic #56
40. Silk garment
41. They deliver the mail
42. Equally
44. Check
45. Light-colored breed of hound
46. Drug that soothes
47. Railroads
48. Most slick
50. Jacket
51. A radio band
52. Hello
54. His and __
55. Supporter
57. Popular software suite (abbr.)
61. Railway
62. NY coastal region (abbr.)
– https://wfcreport.com
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ing people be tested for COVID-19:
• Those who have symptoms or signs
of COVID-19, regardless of vaccination status.
• People should be tested five days
following a known exposure to someone with suspected or confirmed COVID-19, even if you don’t have symptoms.
• People who are not up to date with
their COVID-19 vaccines.
• Those who participate in activities
that are higher risk for COVID-19
exposure (e.g. travel, attending large
events where social distancing is not
possible, or being in crowded indoor
settings).
• Those who have been referred for
COVID-19 testing by their healthcare
provider, school workplace, or the
health department.
For more information about this
event, call (434) 713-5199 or (434) 7669800. For questions about COVID-19
testing or a list of testing locations, visit
the VDH website or call 877-VAX-INVA (877-829-4682), Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
For those still needing a COVID-19
vaccine, please visit or call 1-877-VAXIN-VA (877-829-4682, TTY users call

7-1-1). English- and Spanish-speaking
operators are available. Translation
services also are available in more than
100 languages.

Free “Love Our Community” Event
Feb 15
We See You Warren County Registrations Will Put People in the “Cold Seat”
All of Warren County is invited
to the Warren Coalition’s “Love Our
Community” event on February 15th
from 4:45 pm to 5:45 pm at the Raymond E. Santmyers Youth Center.
This free event is a celebration of the
Warren County community as part
of the “We See You, Warren County”
program. Attendees will enjoy free hot
cocoa, a fun, engaging photo booth,

music, and a valentine craft. They will
also have the opportunity to write a
“love” note to their community and pin
it to the “LOVE” sign that will be at the
event.
“Love Our Community” is the culmination of the “We See You, Warren
County” membership drive that is currently ongoing. The highlight of the
event will be the “Polar Pitch Burst,”
in which brave volunteers will sit in
a chair and wait for an ice-cold water
balloon to drop on their heads. (Think
of a dunking booth, but instead of the
volunteer being dropped into a tank
of water, water is dropped on the volunteer.) And the more WeCUWC registrations received between now and
February 15th, the more volunteers
will get doused! It will take five “We
See You, Warren County” registrations
to get one volunteer into the chair, another five to get the next volunteer in,
another five for the third volunteer, etc.
The volunteers’ names will be released
on the Warren Coalition social media
pages next week. (Hint: there are a
couple of Coalition staff members, a
couple of realtors, and a couple of police officers on the list!)
The We See You, Warren County
campaign is about intentionally greeting others with a monthly theme, to

High Court of Scotland Denies
Appeal of Child Kidnapping
Fugitives

16

YEARS BACKED
BY THE SEAL

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEED*
Call today for a free estimate!

(833) 472-0616

$99

Receive a $25
restaurant gift
card with inhome estimate
& free gutter
inspection!**

help build a more connected community and provide each person with a
sense of belonging. To learn more, or
to register for the We See You, Warren
County campaign and help put someone in the “cold seat,” visit weseeyou.
warrencoalition.org
Warren Coalition is a nonprofit
agency established in 1994 to help fill
the gaps in health care and substance
abuse awareness to the community.
The Coalition began under the guidance of Warren Memorial Hospital as
an outreach project, but it has since
grown and was incorporated in 2001.
The office is currently located in the
Warren County Community Center. Their mission is to make Warren
County a safe, healthy, and drug free
community through many programs
and in collaboration with 15+ member
agencies.

Installation
on a Complete
LeafGuard
System!
DOES NOT INCLUDE COST OF MATERIAL.
EXPIRES 2/28/2022.

• Seamless, one-piece system, keeps out leaves,
debris & more.
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean
clogged gutters.
• Durable, all-weather tested system.
* Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free.
**Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail value is $25.
Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household. LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.
If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID, understand English, and be legally able to enter
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or afﬁliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a
gift card of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant
via ﬁrst class US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at consultation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted
by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer ends 2/28/2022.
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of DC in Virginia under registration number VA Class A Lic. #2705116122, in Maryland under registration number MHIC Lic. #116693, and in DC under registration number DC Permanent #420219000010.

Appeals Court Rules Valerie Hayes,
Gary Reburn, Jennifer Amnott to be Extradited
The High Court of Justiciary in Scotland has denied the appeal of three
individuals and determined there is
no bar to their extradition back to the
United States to stand trial for an alleged attempted violent kidnapping
they planned and attempted in July
2018 in the Western District of Virginia. Further appeals of extradition are
possible.
In early August 2018, Valerie Perfect
Hayes, 41, Gary Blake Reburn, 58, and
Jennifer Lynn Amnott, 36, fled to the
United Kingdom after the attempted
kidnapping of five children in a Mennonite Community within Dayton,
Virginia, and have repeatedly sought
to block their extradition back to the
United States based on the severity
of the mandatory life sentence each
would receive if convicted.
“I am grateful to see the extradition
process proceeding,” United States Attorney Christopher R. Kavanaugh said
today. “This community was shocked
when these events occurred and the
underlying plot was uncovered. Although we expect further appeals, the
Department of Justice will never stop
working to bring those charged back to
the United States to face justice.”
Hayes, Reburn, and Jennifer Amnott
are charged with conspiracy to commit
kidnapping involving children, conspiracy to kill witnesses with the intent
to prevent communication with law
enforcement, kidnapping, attempting
kidnapping, attempted killing of a witness, and various firearms offenses.

Jennifer Amnott’s husband, Frank
Jesse Amnott, pleaded guilty in December 2019 to one count of conspiracy to
commit the offense of kidnapping, one
count of conspiracy to kill witnesses,
and one count of brandishing, carrying, and using a firearm in commission
of a federal crime of violence.
According to court documents,
in 2014, Frank and Jennifer Amnott
befriended Hayes, who consistently
claimed to the Amnotts, and others,
that she worked for the U.S. government and that her work included services for the intelligence community or
other clandestine organizations.
In July 2018, the Amnotts were living in Florida when they were contacted by Hayes, who was living with her
boyfriend, Gary Reburn, in Maryland.
Hayes told the Amnotts that three of
her children had been kidnapped and
were in the custody of two separate
Mennonite families in Dayton, Virginia. Hayes asked the Amnotts for assistance in recovering these children, as
well as two additional children. Hayes
knew the Amnotts could not conceive
their own children and promised that if
they helped Hayes kidnap the children,
the Amnotts could keep one of the other children as their own.
Hayes, Reburn, and the Amnotts devised a plan to travel from Maryland to
Dayton, Virginia to kidnap the children
from two separate homes. To effectuate the kidnapping, the conspirators
planned to kill the parents of the children. According to the plan, Hayes,
Reburn, and Frank Amnott would enter the first house and hold the parents
at gunpoint. After the two children
were secured by Hayes, Reburn and
Frank Amnott would then murder the
parents. Next, they planned to drive to
the second house, force entry, and perform a similar execution. In planning
to kill the parents at both houses, the
conspirators sought to eliminate witnesses to the abductions. Afterwards,
all of the children would be taken from
Virginia to Maryland, and the Amnotts
would return to Florida with the child
promised to them by Hayes.
All five children to be kidnapped
were younger than eight years old.
On the evening of July 29, 2018, the
conspirators put their plan into action.
Jennifer Amnott remained in Maryland watching Hayes’ other children,
but remained in contact, receiving updates from Virginia. Hayes, Reburn,
and Frank Amnott waited until nightfall, at which time they drove to the
first house. There, a husband and wife
were preparing to retire for the evening
while their two young children were already asleep.
Hayes approached the door, disguised in clothing to appear as a Mennonite. After the father opened the
door, the group forced their way inside
and held him at gunpoint. With the
father subdued, Hayes began to look
for his wife and the two children. Unbeknownst to Hayes, Reburn, and Amnott, when they forced their way into
the home, the mother had grabbed a
cordless phone and ran outside of the
house, hiding in a cornfield near the
home. She dialed 9-1-1 to report the
incident and a deputy with the Rockingham County Sheriff ’s Office was immediately dispatched.
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On the cover: best crab cakes ever!

Families and friends will soon be gathering
to cheer on their favorite teams in the season’s
pinnacle match-ups. To ensure guests have
enough energy to ride out the drama, hosts
should provide plenty of food.
Finger foods are preferential on game days
because they are easy to grab and eat by hand,
especially when clamoring for space in a
crowd. Sliders or cheese sticks are go-to options, but for a more gourmet offering, think
about crab cakes. These “Best Crab Cakes
Ever,” as they are billed in “BBQ Revolution”
(Harvard Common Press) by Mitch Benjamin, are a tasty change of pace.
Best Crab Cakes Ever
Makes 6
1⁄2 cup unsalted butter, plus 1 tablespoon
2 celery ribs, minced
1⁄2 yellow onion, minced
1⁄2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper,
preferably toasted, plus more as needed
1 teaspoon plus 1 tablespoon Old Bay Seasoning
1 tablespoon hot sauce
2 pounds smoked jumbo lump crabmeat
6 tablespoons heavy whipping cream
3 large eggs
26 Ritz crackers, crushed
Vegetable oil, for pan-frying
2 tablespoons chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley
2 lemons, cut into wedges for garnish
Heat a stick of butter in a small pot over low
heat until the solids separate. Skim off the
white foam that rises to the top with a little

ladle and pour the clear butter aside to cool.
In another small pot, melt the remaining 1
tablespoon of butter and add the minced celery and onion as well as the 1⁄2 teaspoon of
black pepper and the 1 teaspoon of Old Bay
Seasoning. Cover and sweat this over medium-low heat for about 10 minutes or until the
vegetables are nice and soft. It’s going to smell
amazing, but don’t start eating now!
Remove the veggies from the heat and let
them cool down. Transfer the veggies plus the
clarified butter and the hot sauce into a large
mixing bowl. Add the crab and heavy whipping cream and mix gently. The worst thing
you could do here is overmix the crab and
break up the fat lumps you just paid a premium for.
Cover and place this mixture in the freezer
for 30 minutes or so. Remove and form the
mix into 5-ounce balls (the size of a snowball)
in your hands. Again, be gentle; you aren’t
packing these snowballs for war. You should
be able to get six good ones out of the mix.
Cover in plastic wrap and then return to the
freezer for at least 4 hours or up to overnight.
You need to get these nice and cold since you
aren’t using any filler/binder in these crab
cakes.
While the mix is chilling, whip your eggs in
a small mixing bowl with a crack of freshly
ground black pepper. Add the crushed Ritz
crackers to another bowl with the remaining
1 tablespoon of Old Bay Seasoning. Go ahead
and preheat the oven to 350 F for later.
Remove the frozen crab cakes from the
freezer and dunk them in the egg and then
into the seasoned Ritz crumble mix. Cover
completely. Repeat with all the crab cakes and
set aside. Get about 1⁄8 inch of your vegetable
oil ripping hot in a cast iron pan over coals on
the grill. I like to cook these crab cakes outside
in order to keep the oil smell from taking over
the kitchen. There’s nothing better than a cast
iron skillet over hot coals. If you must, place
over your gas stove at home. Get it hot. I like
to drip water droplets in to see when the oil is
hot enough. The droplets will sizzle and pop,
and that’s how you know it’s ready.
Carefully drop the crab cakes in the pan and
press down on them lightly just to slightly
flatten them so they appear a little more cakelike and lay nicely on your plate. Fry for 4 to
5 minutes on each side until you have made
a perfect golden crust (don’t burn the outside). Then, put the entire cast iron skillet in
the oven for 20 minutes. If desired, you can
use a fish spatula or slotted spoon to transfer
the cakes to a baking sheet — and leave the oil
smell outside.
After 20 minutes, remove from the oven and
plate up!
– https://wfcreport.com

Inside the home, Amnott and Reburn took the father – at gunpoint – to
the basement, where they bound his
wrists together behind his back. Reburn went upstairs as Amnott stayed
and held him at gunpoint.
Shortly after the 9-1-1 call, a deputy
with the Rockingham County Sheriff ’s
Office arrived on the scene. The deputy
entered the house and located the children, who were unharmed and still in
their bedroom. The deputy proceeded
to the basement where he encountered
Frank Amnott, holding the father at
gunpoint. Amnott was taken into custody without incident.
Because their planned abduction
and murders at the first house had
been thwarted, the conspirators did
not make their way to the second
house as planned. Instead, Hayes and
Reburn returned to Maryland where
they reunited with Jennifer Amnott,
and thereafter escaped to Scotland.
The investigation of the case is being conducted by the Federal Bureau
of Investigation and the Rockingham
County Sheriff ’s Office. The Department of Justice’s Office of International

Affairs is providing significant support.
United States Attorney Christopher
Kavanaugh and Assistant United States
Attorney Jonathan Jones are prosecuting the case for the United States.

Samuels Public Library Youth
Programming – March, 2022
These are the events being presented by the Youth Services Department
at Samuels Public Library during the
month of March 2022. More information about Samuels Library and the
programs and services available can be
found at www.samuelslibrary.net or by
calling (540) 635-3153.
Tuesday, March 1st –

See BRIEFS, 22

Is Now the Time to List Your Home?
Let me check your home's value and provide you with a free Market Analysis!

STEV E SPEN C E,
REALTOR®

540-271-4593
Email: SSpence@FunkhouserGroup.com
www.SteveSpenceHomes.com
1010 Ox Rd., Woodstock, VA 22664

855-843-5174
BOGO 40% OFF
ENDS 5/31
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4:30PM Science Scouts. Come in
on Tuesday afternoons for a time to
explore the mysteries of the world
through science! In this weekly program, we will investigate a different
STEM-related topic each week. Our
theme for this week’s club is Rock
Cycle! For ages 6-11. Registration required.
Today is the earliest you can pick up
a coloring sheet to participate in our
coloring contest for National Crayon
Day. More info under March 31st.
Wednesday, March 2nd –
10:15AM Toddler Story Time. Bring
your toddler to a potpourri of simple
stories, fun songs, and a cute craft! Best
of Award Winners will be the theme of
our stories, songs and finger plays this
week. Each child will receive a takehome craft kit. For children up to 3 1/2
years of age. Registration required.
11:00AM Preschool Story Time.
Come in with your preschooler, aged
3 1/2 to five, for an enjoyable hour
filled with amazing tales, exciting singalongs, finger plays, and a nifty craft!
Best of Award Winners will be the
theme of our stories, songs and finger
plays this week. Each child will receive
a take-home craft kit. Registration re-

quired.
Saturday, March 5th –
2:00PM Press Play. Join other teens
in a Mario Kart tournament! For ages
12-18. Registration required.
Monday, March 7th –
11:00AM – Music & Movement for
Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed and
joyful time with our little ones as we incorporate music, beginning yoga, and
multisensory activities designed to delight your baby. Registration required.
Tuesday, March 8th –
4:30PM Science Scouts. Come in
on Tuesday afternoons for a time to
explore the mysteries of the world
through science! In this weekly program, we will investigate a different
STEM-related topic each week. Our
theme for this week’s club is Porosity
in Soil. For ages 6-11. Registration required.
7:00PM Virtual Goodnight Sweetheart Story Time. Join Miss. Pattie for
our special story time in your jammies.
Bring your favorite buddy and get cozy!
Wednesday, March 9th 10:15AM Toddler Story Time. Bring
your toddler to a potpourri of simple
stories, fun songs, and a cute craft! On
the Farm will be the theme of our stories, songs, and craft! For children up
to 3 1/2 years of age. Registration re-

quired.
11:00AM Preschool Story Time.
Come in with your preschooler, aged
3 1/2 to five, for an enjoyable hour
filled with amazing tales, exciting singalongs, finger plays, and a nifty craft!
On the Farm will be the theme of our
stories, songs, and craft. Registration
required.
Saturday, March 12th –
3:00PM – Irish Step Dance performance. Bring the whole family out to
the library to enjoy a dance performance from Jig n Jive Dance Studio in
celebration of St. Patrick’s Day!
Monday, March 14th –
11:00AM – Music & Movement for
Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed and
joyful time with our little ones as we incorporate music, beginning yoga, and
multisensory activities designed to delight your baby. Registration required.
Tuesday, March 15th –
4:30PM Science Scouts. Come in
on Tuesday afternoons for a time to
explore the mysteries of the world
through science! In this weekly program, we will investigate a different
STEM-related topic each week. This
week’s theme is Green Soda Pop! We
will learn about chemical reactions..
For ages 6-11. Registration required. A
virtual option is offered this week as
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Advertising
Alison Duvall.........................540-551-2072

Gyms / Fitness Instruction
Fitness Evolution .................. 540-636-3400

Museums
Belle Grove Plantation ........... 540-869-2028

Attorneys
Douglas Harold .................... 540-869-0040
Georgia Rossiter ....................540-535-2001
Thomas Sayre ....................... 540-636-7777

Handyman Services
BS Build/Remodel/Handyman ... 540-551-2673

Pets
Shear Elegance .................... 540-622-8085
Spicewood Flats ....................540-635-8979

Auto Dealers & Service
Malloy Toyota ........................540-678-1791
Matthews Auto Center ............540-636-7567
Marlow Motors .....................540-635-4158
Bill Long’s Auto Care Clinic ..... 540-635-2455
Banks
City National Bank ...............BankAtCity.com
Cabin Rental
Hot Tub Heaven .....................540-636-1694
Computer Sales & Service
Royal Oak Computers .............540-635-7064
Dentists
Thomas Family Dentistry ........ 540-465-3980
Driving Instruction
Aadvanced Driving Instruction ..540-635-9015
Eckankar
Virginia Satsang Society ........... eckankar.org
Electricity Service Providers
Rappahannock Electric Coop ... 800-552-3904
Farmer’s Markets
Woodbine Farm Market...........540-465-2729
Gifts & Collectibles
Mountain Mystic ....................540-635-6318
On Second Thought ............... 540-465-2655
Dusty’s Country Store ............ 540-522-5083
Golf Courses
Bowling Green Country Club ... 540-635-2024
Shenandoah Valley Golf Club ... 540-636-4653

Hardware Stores
Ramsey True Value Front Royal .540-635-2547
Ramsey True Value Berryville ...540-955-1900
Hearing Centers
Affordable Hearing Care..........540-233-1940
Heating & Air Conditioning
AireServ............................... 540-551-8312
Dave’s Diversified Services ..... 540-636-3396
Kenny’s Oil Burner Service ...... 540-869-7250
Home Remodeling, Repair, Electrical
Christoff Construction..............703-895-7711

Roofers
Hamrick’s ............................540-631-0666

Junk Yards
Hillbilly’s Bentonville Junkyard . 540-636-2671

Schools
Dynamic Life Christian School . 540-636-9595

Karaoke
Route 11 DJ...........................route11dj.com

Senior Living
Hidden Springs Senior Living ... 540-636-2008
Shenandoah Senior Living .......540-635-7923

Lawn Care
A&J’s Lawn Care .....................540-816-2174
Conway Lawn Care ................ 540-975-2313
Pacific Landscaping ............... 540-313-2721
Mortgages
Greg Lynch - CBM.................. 540-305-9838

540-660-5697

Tires
Tony’s Tires ..........................540-551-0922
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Electrician

Allen Santmyers

Tanning Salons
Beach Bum Front Royal .......... 540-635-6466
Beach Bum Winchester .......... 540-545-8895
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stories, fun songs, and a cute craft!
Birds will be the theme of our stories,
songs, and craft! For children up to 3
1/2 years of age. Registration required.
11:00AM Preschool Story Time.
Come in with your preschooler, aged
3 1/2 to five, for an enjoyable hour
filled with amazing tales, exciting singalongs, finger plays, and a nifty craft!
Birds will be the theme of our stories,
songs, and craft. Registration required.
Friday, March 25th – Library closed
for staff training.
Saturday, March 26th –
1:00PM – Story Walk @ Eastham
Park. Enjoy a walkthrough read-aloud
of our next Story Walk book, Have You
Heard the Nesting Bird? by Rita Gray.
We will offer free copies of the book to
the first 50 attendees. Enjoy a lesson on
local bird identification from an expert,
followed by a bird feeder craft. Thank
you to our sponsors, the Front Royal
Rotary Club and Warren County Parks
and Recreation, and a special thank you
to Sharon Fisher as well.
Today is the last day you can submit
your entry into our coloring contest for
National Crayon Day. More info under

A+J’s Lawn Care

Residential & Commercial
Electrical Work

Real Estate Agents & Brokers
Beth Waller ...........................540-671-6145
Melanie Hamel...................... 540-671-3369
Tana Hoffman ........................540-671-1994
Ken Thurman ........................ 540-749-2613
Martha Buracker ................... 540-671-6349
Sandra Strickler ....................540-671-0020
Crystal Elliott ........................540-671-5850
Kathy McLendon....................540-622-7698
Sharon Cales ........................540-683-1370
Jennifer Avery...................... 540-683-0790
Rocco Christoff.......................703-895-7711
Team Daniels ........................540-683-7550
Steve Spence ........................ 540-271-4593

Hospitals
Warren Memorial Hospital ...... 540-636-0300
Winchester Medical Center ..... 540-536-8000

well.
Wednesday, March 16th 10:15AM Toddler Story Time. Bring
your toddler to a potpourri of simple
stories, fun songs, and a cute craft!
Green will be the theme of our stories,
songs, and craft! For children up to 3
1/2 years of age. Registration required.
11:00AM Preschool Story Time.
Come in with your preschooler, aged
3 1/2 to five, for an enjoyable hour
filled with amazing tales, exciting singalongs, finger plays, and a nifty craft!
Green will be the theme of our stories,
songs, and craft. Registration required.
Saturday, March 19th –
2:00PM Aspiring Artists. Enjoy an
afternoon of making art. Ages 7-18.
Registration required.
Monday, March 21st –
11:00AM – Music & Movement for
Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed and
joyful time with our little ones as we incorporate music, beginning yoga, and
multisensory activities designed to delight your baby. Registration required.
Wednesday, March 23rd 10:15AM Toddler Story Time. Bring
your toddler to a potpourri of simple

• Leaf Blowing • Mowing
• Weedeating • Low Rates!
We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174
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March 31st.
Monday, March 28th –
11:00AM – Music & Movement for
Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed and
joyful time with our little ones as we incorporate music, beginning yoga, and
multisensory activities designed to delight your baby. Registration required.
Tuesday, March 29th –
4:30PM Science Scouts. Come in
on Tuesday afternoons for a time to
explore the mysteries of the world
through science! In this weekly program, we will investigate a different
STEM-related topic each week. This
week’s theme is Soil Erosion: What a
Plant Can Do! For ages 6-11. Registration required. A virtual option is offered this week as well.
Wednesday, March 30th -

10:15AM Toddler Story Time. Bring
your toddler to a potpourri of simple
stories, fun songs, and a cute craft!
Springtime will be the theme of our
stories, songs, and craft! For children
up to 3 1/2 years of age. Registration
required.
11:00AM Preschool Story Time.
Come in with your preschooler, aged
3 1/2 to five, for an enjoyable hour
filled with amazing tales, exciting singalongs, finger plays, and a nifty craft!
Springtime will be the theme of our
stories, songs, and craft. Registration
required.
Thursday, March 31st – National
Crayon Day
The library will be celebrating National Crayon Day with a coloring
contest. Come by the library after

Humane Society of Warren County
1245 Progress Dr, Front Royal, VA 22630 • (540) 635-4734

The Humane Society of Warren County and HSWC Spay Clinic will be
hosting our next rabies and microchip clinic for the community on
Saturday, February 26, 2022 from 10a-2pm at the new spay/neuter
clinic location – 840-B John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal, VA 22630.
Rabies vaccines are $15 and microchips are $30. All dogs must be
leashed and cats must be in carriers.
Kevin - 8 yr old male
Hammy - adult
lab/pit mix. He’s almale lab mix.
ways in a good mood
He is the hapand ALWAYS down to
piest, chunkiest
play with toys. Before
butterball
you
coming to the shelter,
will ever meet.
he was an “outside
He is a typical
dog,” so his new
lab. LOVES his
owner will need to
toys and food, of
be ready to help him
course. He was
adjust to indoor life, including potty training. Ala stray that was
though considered a senior he is very active and never reclaimed and now we are determined to
can pull a bit on leash. His ideal home is no cats, find him a FURever family to love and cherish him
small kids and no small dogs.
for the rest of his days.

Kevin’s ad sponsored by:

Hillbilly’s Junkyard
Hillbilly has what you NEED!
4381 Stonewall Jackson Hwy
Bentonville, VA • 636-2671
hillbillysjunkyard.com

Hammy’s ad sponsored by:

A+J’s Lawn Care
• Mowing
• Weedeating
• Leaf Blowing
• Low Rates!

We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174

Neko - 1.5 yr old male
Tito - 2 yr old male
pit mix. He loves playing
mixed breed. He is
with his toys and his huon the list of our 10
man friends at the shellongest residents and
ter. He is young, athletic,
there’s no reason
and energetic. He needs
why! He’s one of the
a home with no cats,
best behaved boys
dogs, no young kids. He
here! He keeps his
has been working with
kennel neat and tidy
the amazing trainers at
everyday. He walks
Ridgeside K9, LLC and AMAZING on a leash and makes a great running
he is a superstar! Intelligent, handsome and play- partner. He does need a home with no kids or cats
ful. A total package! Now, all he needs is a home! and requires slow introductions, but he is worth it!

Neko’s ad sponsored by:

Hot Tub Heaven
Vacation Cabins
Dog
Friendly!

540-636-1522
HotTubHeaven@yahoo.com
www.hthva.com

Tito’s ad sponsored by:

Tony’’s Tires
NEW Tires and
Complete Auto
Maintenance!
11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal

540-551-0922

With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes.
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!

March 1st to pick up one of our coloring sheets, color it in, and return it by
March 26th to enter into our coloring
contest. All ages welcome to participate. One entry per person. 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd place prizes will be awarded to
each age group.

Samuels Public Library Adult
Programming – March, 2022
You can find and register for all library events on our website, samuelslibrary.net.
Crayon Day Coloring Contest The library will be celebrating National
Crayon Day with a coloring contest.
Come by the library after March 1st
to pick up one of our coloring sheets,
color it in, and return it by March 26th
to enter into our coloring contest. All
ages welcome to participate. One entry per person. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place
prizes will be awarded to each age
group.
General Education Development:
In-person. For those who have already
registered, Samuels Public Library is
proud to host Lord Fairfax Community College’s General Education Development course. This course is every
Tuesday & Thursday from 10:00 AM
to 12:00 PM (except on school holidays
or closings) and is completely free.
Let this course be the stepping stone
to your success. More information on
registrations dates and deadlines can
be found on the LFCC website https://
lfcc.edu/adult-education/
English as a Second Language Discussion Group: In-person. For those
who have already registered, Samuels
Public Library is proud to host Lord
Fairfax Community College’s English

KARAOKE
• Fully Licensed
• Top Quality Sound
• Restaurants/Parties
• 20 Years Experience
• dan@route11dj.com

as a Second Language course. This is a
conversational English language class
for adults whose primary language
is not English. All skill levels are welcome. This group meets every Tuesday
& Thursday from 10:00 AM to 12:00
PM. More information on registrations dates and deadlines can be found
on the LFCC website https://lfcc.edu/
adult-education/
Genealogy Club: Hybrid, virtual
and in-person. Interested in your family’s history? Already done extensive
research and wanna be able to share
your finds? Join our virtual genealogy
club where both novices and experts
alike can come together and talk about
different genealogy topics. This event
will be held on Wednesday, March 9th
at 6:00 PM.
A Little Slip of Heaven - In-person. Join us Thursday, March 10th at
6:00 PM for “A Little Slip of Heaven:
Songs and Stories of the American
Irish, from Baby Boom to Baby Bust.”
Christendom College history professor Christopher Shannon will present
a performance that tells the story of the
American Irish in the decades following the Second World War. Through
original songs based on traditional
Irish melodies, Professor Shannon
will look at how, in a time of tremendous change, Irish-Americans tried
to remain true to their ethnic culture
rooted in urban, working-class neighborhoods.
Author Event: Heather Anderson
- In-person. On Saturday, March 12,
2022 at 12:30 PM, Samuels Public Library is excited to host endurance adventurer, author, speaker, and National
Geographic Adventurer of the Year
Heather Anderson. Heather Anderson
has logged over 40,000 miles of hiking
and backpacking including completing
the prestigious “Triple Crown” three
times and is the only person to concurrently hold Fastest Known Times on
Three National Scenic Trails. Heather
will be sharing stories from her book
Mud, Rocks, Blazes: Letting Go on the
Appalachian Trail as well as answering questions and screening a 15 minute documentary. Heather has been
featured in the New York Times, the
Washington Post, NPR, and Backpacker Magazine.
Bad Romance - Virtual. Do you
consider yourself a hopeless romantic?
Are bad romances a guilty pleasure of
yours? Can you quote every line from
your favorite rom-com? Then you
should join us Monday, March 14th at
6:00 PM for another special meeting
of Bad Romance. Indulge us with your
favorite romance books, movies, music
or other media, and possibly discover
new titles!

Books & Beyond: Morning Discussion - In-person. Love talking
about books? Join our adult book club
where each month we discuss a different interesting read! This meeting
will be held in-person on Wednesday,
March 16th at 10:00 AM. This group
meets every 3rd Monday and Wednesday of the month. Morning discussion
is now in person at the library.
Books & Beyond: Evening Discussion - Virtual. Love talking about
books? Join our adult book club where
each month we discuss a different interesting read! This meeting will be
held virtually on Monday, March 21st
at 6:00 PM. This group meets on every
3rd Monday and Wednesday of the
month.
Trivia Night at Vine and Leaf - Inperson. Join us Tuesday, March 22nd at
6:00 PM for Trivia Night at Vine and
Leaf, Front Royal’s very own wine and
tea bar located at 477 South St. Try
your hand at answering different trivia
questions in a nice cozy atmosphere
with friends! Don’t miss out!
Women on the Trail - Virtual.
Thinking about hiking? Join us on
Thursday, March 24 at 6:00 PM with
Susan Tschirhart to learn about special considerations for women hikers.
Learn about planning your hike, hiking gear designed for women, and trail
safety. Also, she will cover great hiking
locations, how to check trail reports,
and being prepared for emergencies.
Susan is a 17-year veteran with the Boy
Scouts of America, has led a Scouting
unit on high adventure for about 10
years and also leads a backpacking basics class and women’s hiking group.
Library closing - The Library will be
closed Friday, March 25th. The library
will resume normal hours of operation
Saturday, March 26th.
Photography and Beyond - In-person. Join us on Saturday, March 26 at
3:30 PM at Eastham Park (Luray Ave.)
to photograph the birds, trees, and early wildlife flowers. The workshop will
focus on field techniques for wildlife
photography.
Pen & Prose: Starting out with
Creative Writing - Hybrid, virtual and
in-person. Love writing? Looking to
learn how? Come to our new creative
writing club on Saturday, March 26th
at 2:00 PM, where we will discuss last
month’s prompt of writing engaging
openings, and discuss avoiding, engaging with, or reinventing cliches. Open
to new members.

Send YOUR
news to us at:

news@warrencountyreport.com
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Check out Jay’s February Deals!!
CM0437B - 2017 Chevrolet Malibu LT Sedan,
106k, FWD, Local Trade, Keyless Entry, XM Radio,
Bluetooth, Backup Cam - $14,997

CN0098A - 2018 Ford Escape SE SUV, 156k, 4x4,
Accident Free 1 Owner Carfax, Keyless Entry,
Heated Seats, Bkup Cam, Bluetooth - $16,577

CN0119A - 2020 Nissan Versa 1.6 S Sedan,
33k, FWD, Accident Free Carfax, Backup Cam,
Bluetooth, Cruise Control - $18,667

TM1516B - 2013 Ford F-150 FX4 Truck SuperCrew
Cab, 166k, 4x4, ABS Brakes, Alloy Wheels,
Electronic Stability & Traction Control - $18,997

CN131A - 2017 Chevrolet Spark LS Hatchback,
48k, FWD, Accident Free Carfax, USB & AUX Port,
15” Wheels, Traction Control - $14,797

CN135A - 2010 Toyota Prius IV Hatchback, 125k,
FWD, Local Trade, Navigation, Solar Roof, Power
Sunroof, XM, Heated Leather Seats - $9,747

KB0089B - 2013 Kia Optima SX Sedan, 125k, FWD,
Accident-Free Carfax, Heated & Cooled Leather
Seats, XM Radio, Inﬁnity Sound - $9,877

CN141A - 2014 Nissan Juke SL SUV, 93k, AWD,
Local Trade, Navigation, Heated Leather Seats,
Bluetooth, XM, Power Sunroof - $14,757

KB0124 - 2007 Toyota Tacoma Base Truck DoubleCab, 192k, 4x4, Local Trade, Tow Pkg, Keyless
Entry, Alloy Wheels, Locking Rear Diff - $15,217

MT1689C - 2002 Lexus RX 300 SUV, 218k, AWD,
Local Trade, Heated Leather Seats, Power Sunroof,
Power Seats, 16” Alloy Wheels - $5,407

TM1592B - 2017 Toyota Corolla L Sedan, 143k,
FWD, Local Trade, LED Headlights, Pwr Windows
& Locks, Backup Cam, Bluetooth - $15,677

TM1610A - 2015 MINI Hardtop 4 Door Base
Hatchback, 78k, Automatic, Dual Climate Control,
Bluetooth, Remote Keyless Entry - $15,477

TM1612A - 2016 Toyota Yaris L Hatchback, 125k,
FWD, Local Trade, Bluetooth, USB & AUX Port,
Rear Wiper, Split Folding Rear Seat - $11,797

TM1613B - 2012 Chevrolet Equinox LT SUV, 139k,
AWD, Local Trade, Heated Cloth Seats, Pwr Driver
Seat, XM, Fog Lights, Remote Start - $9,797

TN0075B - 2014 Dodge Grand Caravan AVP Van,
129k, FWD, Accident Free Carfax, Cruise Ctrl,
Keyless Entry, Power Sliding Doors - $9,877

TN0101F - 2008 Toyota Highlander Base SUV,
183k, FWD, Local Trade, Pwr Driver Seat, Keyless
Entry, Cruise Ctrl, AM/FM Radio - $8,977

TN143A - 2015 Jeep Cherokee Latitude SUV,
71k, FWD, Accident Free Carfax, Backup Cam,
Bluetooth, Cruise Ctrl, USB/AUX Port - $17,797

TN157A - 2016 Toyota Highlander LE Plus V6 SUV,
191k, AWD, Accident Free 1 Owner Carfax, Pwr
Liftgate, XM, Pwr Driver Seat - $19,797

TN165A - 2016 Subaru Forester 2.5i Premium SUV,
152k, AWD, 1 Owner Carfax, Heated Cloth Seats,
Panoramic Sunroof, Backup Cam - $15,997

TN170A - 2008 Toyota Tacoma Base Truck Regular
Cab, 170k, 4x4, Local Trade, Manual Transmission,
AM/FM, Sliding Rear Window - $13,577

540-678-1791
www.MalloyToyota.com

400 Weems Lane
Winchester, VA 22601

*Prices are plus taxes, tags and $799 processing fee.

