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Cosmetologists trained at Roman’s Hair Empire

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 Shannon Roman’s beauty 
academy students eagerly 
sprang into action when she 
asked them to demonstrate 
their cosmetology skills on 
Saturday, January 15, just be-
fore the ice and snowstorm 
that covered the area.

 Shannon, a warm and wel-
coming person, has been in 
the beauty industry for over 
17 years and a licensed in-
structor for eight years. She 
established Roman’s Hair Em-
pire and Beauty Salon in 2017 
and is busy working and train-
ing her students to become 
skilled cosmetologists.
 “I like to see the young ladies 

and one man going toward 
getting a career,” she said, as 
she observed them.
 Th e Virginia fully licensed 

school that has been operat-
ing close to fi ve years is going 
strong. She’s already gradu-
ated eight licensed students.
 “Th ey go at their own pace, 
though,” she said.
 Th e full, part-time, and eve-
ning students must learn a 
multitude of skills that include 
cutting/styling/coloring and 
barbering hair. Along with 

that, they learn nail and lash 
art, doing facials and waxing.
 If students attend full-time, 
they can get it done in 12-14 

Roman’s Hair Empire & Beauty Academy, LLC offers a “Boldly Beautiful” 
full-service salon including barbering at 480 S. Commerce Ave. Ste D-E 
in Front Royal.

The smiling group at Roman’s Hair Empire and Beauty Salon welcome all to come in for their skilled beauty and 
barbering services.

540-635-2815 • 800-806-5182
250 South Royal Ave • Front Royal Va • donahoesfl orist.com 

Front Royal, Virginia • 540-635-2815
donahoeswhimsicalfl owers.com
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14th! Call today to order your 

Special Arrangement!

NEW Location - 235 Chester Street

Pacific Landscaping LLC

Call us for a  free quote:
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months, or 15 at the most. If 
they are part-time, it can take 
19-24 months acquiring the 
1500 clock hours required 
to finish. Night school stu-
dents may take as long as 24-
27 months to complete the 
course required by the Virgin-
ia Department of Professional 
and Occupational Regulation.
 “Since my school is licensed 
with them, all students must 
complete the hours, whether 

on doll heads or live human 
beings,” she said.
 Her husband, Ricardo, is 
also working on certification. 
He had been a barber in the 
military but his experience 
in military barbering doesn’t 
count toward his hours, Shan-
non said.
 The apprenticeship program 
requires 3,000 hours and to 
finish the instructor program 
requires 600 hours.

 “An advantage to the stu-
dents is that toward the end 
of the program, they can get 
“salon reality” by working on 
actual customers in the salon 
adjacent to the school,” Shan-
non explained. “Plus, people 
can get shampoo and color 
done at a low cost because the 
students are still practicing 
and not fully professional.”

 The schedules for students 
are arranged to suit their time 
constraints. 
 Part-time students come in 
twice a week and on Satur-
days, but full-time people are 
there from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 “Many working folks come 
in at night and when they 
complete the hours all de-
pends on how often they can 

get in,” she said.
 Shannon grew up in Front 
Royal, then moved away for a 
number of years pursuing her 
own career, she said, and now 
lives in Stephens City.
 She is also one of the pastors 
in the Embassy Deliverance 
and Worship Center in Front 
Royal.
 Shannon started doing hair 
in Front Royal, then went on 
to work in management po-
sitions in Haymarket, Win-
chester and Stephens City, 
among other locations, then 
brought her business and 
school back here. 
 “I came back here when I 
was ready to open my own 
place,” she explained. “I like 
being in this area. It opens 
up a lot of opportunities for 
a lot of people to learn this. 
And I’m excited to bring those 
opportunities to Front Royal 
where I grew up.”
 Shannon’s been “in hair” for 
20 years and licensed for 18 
years, attaining her instruc-
tors license nine years ago.
 But before that, since she 
had studied nursing in high 
school, she had a job as a nurse 
during the week and did hair 
on the weekends. After work-
ing in nursing for years, she 
encountered a few drawbacks 
to the lifting required and felt 
herself becoming very sad 
when her patients died.
 “I have what is called an at-
tachable heart,” she confided. 
“I had a hard time when I went 
into their room, and someone 
had passed. It took a toll.”
 One woman she got close 
to, was very interested in ev-
erything that was going on 
and would ask Shannon about 
what was happening in the 

The lone male student Shae Renee styles hair for Kaitlyn in the school 
with Gabriella and Rachael and Victoria focus on styling hair on doll 
heads, working toward accumulating the hours they need to graduate. 
Sierra, also training to be a skilled cosmetologist, can be seen in the 
background.

Shannon Roman established her Hair Empire and Beauty Salon in 2017 
and wears many hats teaching and administrating at the school. Here she 
observes her husband and co-owner Ricardo, working on barbering her 
father Mr. Edwards, at their beauty academy.

Make memories that will last a lifetime during this special semi-formal event for fathers 
and daughters. Enjoy dancing, professional photobooth photos, pizza, chocolate 
desserts, and much more. They say a girl’s first love is her father. This evening will 
allow dads to spend quality time with their daughters and show them how a gentleman 
should treat a lady. 

The dance will be held on 
Saturday, February 19, 2022 at 
the Warren County Community 
Center, located at 538 Villa 
Avenue, Front Royal, Virginia 
22630. Doors will open at 6:15 
p.m., and the dance will be 
from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

This program is for daughters 
ages 12 years and younger. 

The cost of the program is 
$30.00 for each couple; $10.00 for each additional daughter. This cost includes one 
commemorative photo to take home.

The dance is limited to 100 participants; pre-registration is required.

Registration information for any of our programs can be obtained by contacting 
the Warren County Community Center, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 
p.m., evening and weekend hours may vary at (540) 635-1021.

Please visit us on the web at
https://parksandrecreation.warrencountyva.net/

Warren County Parks and Recreation Department

Father-Daughter Dance
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13 W. Duck Street • Front Royal
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outside world, like what the 
current price of bread was, for 
example, and Shannon loved 
their great conversations.
 “When she passed, it was 
a draw for me,” Shannon re-
vealed.
 When she confided in her 
husband Ricardo, he suggest-
ed that she go into doing hair 
full time. 
 “Your heart is in it,” he told 
me. “Thank God for him!”
 “I love to help people, it’s 
a ministry for me,” Shannon 
continued.
 One way she does this for 
her students is to give them 
“Miss Shannon Time” if 
they’re down about something 
and need her help. 
 “It’s not always about school. 
I love it,” she said with a smile.
 Her students are not just 
from Front Royal, but travel 
from as far away as West Vir-
ginia, Toms Brook, Harrison-
burg, Warrenton and Luray.
 “This is the only beauty 
school in this area,” she says.

 Shannon goes out of her way 
to instill a sense of pride and 
team spirit into the students 
with making graduation a big 
occasion inviting family and 
friends, organizing field trips, 
and team-building events. 
They recently took a fun ex-
cursion to Kings Dominion.
 “But sadly, for the last two 
years because of the Covid-19 
pandemic, the students have 
missed out on the big hair 
shows,” she commented. “I 

wanted them to get that be-
cause it’s an awesome experi-
ence.”
 Other ways she keeps them 
interested and learning are:
• A once a month “Hair Day” 
that is open only to students 
and includes a potluck, styling 
one another’s hair, hanging 
out settling down and relax-
ing. “They need to keep their 
image up,” Shannon noted. “It 
speaks well for them as a styl-
ist to look as good as possible.”

• Saturday challenges on 
the dolls. Shannon said that 
she throws out a theme and 
students must execute it on 
the dolls. The winner is an-
nounced on Facebook, and 
they can also win credit for 
their required hours, extra 
lunchtime or possibly a make-
over day with another student.

 Shannon pointed out two 
of her students, one who just 
graduated, Alegend Balti-
more-Lane, and Shae Galvin, 
the lone male who recently 
joined the school.
 Alegend described her jour-
ney like this, “I have been in-
terested in hair since I was five 
years old. I always wanted to 

BUSINESS, from 3

Alegend, a recent graduate of Roman’s beauty school and salon demon-
strates her skills on Brittany, while in the background, Shannon is seen 
with a seated Nikki, who has 11 years as an experienced stylist, special-
izing in braids, sew-ins, lace fronts and more in the salon.

Roman’s beauty academy student in the background getting ready for 
their session.

Marlow Motors
707 N Commerce Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-4158 • marlowmotor.com
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do this. Then I saw and talked 
to Shannon at a Lord Fairfax 
Community College Job Fair.”
 She said she visited to school 
and spoke to Shannon about 
joining.
 “My grandparents and Dad 
were very supportive; my main 
support was my grandmother 
Audrey Lane,” said Alegend, 
who came in when she was a 
Junior at Warren County High 
School and then got pregnant, 
and had her son Zy’aire Odom, 

who is two years old now.
 Shannon said this could have 
caused her to quit, but Aleg-
end said proudly, “I just passed 
my final test on Monday to of-
ficially get my license!”
 And Shae Galvin told his 
story.
 “I’m the first guy here, it’s 
historical!” he began. “I started 
school to focus on barbering 
and learned a lot from Shan-
non’s husband, Ricardo,” he 
said. “But classes also included 

hair and nails! Then I thought 
I can still focus on barbering 
and come in to join the cutting 
and color clinics on Saturdays. 
It’s a great environment here. 
Shannon is very knowledge-
able.”
 The salon’s cosmetologists 
are trained to do makeovers 
in the salon and to work on all 
types of hair.
 “It’s about the texture of the 
hair, not skin color,” Shannon 
emphasized.

 Romans Hair Empire & 
Beauty Academy, LLC is lo-
cated at 480 S. Commerce Ave 
Ste. D, Front Royal, VA 22630. 
 Email EmpireRoman-
Hair840@gmail.com. Call to 
book an appointment at (540) 
252-4410, or visit www.ro-
manshairempire.com, or find 
on Facebook at romans hair 
empire and academy LLC. 
Hours are Tuesday 10 a.m.-
4 p.m., Wednesday to Friday 
10 a.m.-5 p.m., and Saturdays 

9 a.m.-3 p.m. Closed on Sun-
day and Monday. Walk-ins are 
welcome.

– carol@areaguides.com

Take notice that the following hydroelectric application has been filed with 
the Commission and is available for public inspection.

a.  Type of Application:  Subsequent Minor License  

b.  Project No.:   2391-053

c.  Date filed:   January 3, 2022

d.  Applicant:    PE Hydro Generation, LLC

e.  Name of Project:   Warren Hydroelectric Project (P-2391-053)

f.  Location:  The Warren Project is located on the Shenandoah River near 
the Town of Front Royal in Warren County, Virginia.  The project does not 
occupy any federal land.

g.  Filed Pursuant to:  Federal Power Act 16 U.S.C. §§ 791(a) - 825(r)   

h.  Applicant Contact:  Ms. Jody Smet, Vice President, Regulatory Affairs, PE 
Hydro Generation, LLC, 7315 Wisconsin Ave., Suite 1100W, Bethesda, MD 
20814; Phone at (240) 482-2700 or email at jody.smet@eaglecreekre.com. 

i.  FERC Contact:  Jody Callihan at (202) 502-8278, or jody.callihan@ferc.
gov 

j.  Cooperating agencies:  Federal, state, local, and tribal agencies with juris-
diction and/or special expertise with respect to environmental issues that wish 
to cooperate in the preparation of the environmental document should follow 
the instructions for filing such requests described in item l below.  Cooperat-
ing agencies should note the Commission's policy that agencies that cooperate 
in the preparation of the environmental document cannot also intervene.  See, 
94 FERC ¶ 61,076 (2001).

k.  Pursuant to section 4.32(b)(7) of 18 C.F.R. of the Commission's reg-
ulations, if any resource agency, Indian Tribe, or person believes that an 
additional scientific study should be conducted in order to form an adequate 
factual basis for a complete analysis of the application on its merit, the re-
source agency, Indian Tribe, or person must file a request for a study with the 
Commission not later than 60 days from the date of filing of the application, 
and serve a copy of the request on the applicant. 

l.  Deadline for filing additional study requests and requests for cooperating 
agency status:  March 4, 2022. 

The Commission strongly encourages electronic filing.  Please file additional 
study requests and requests for cooperating agency status using the Commis-
sion’s eFiling system at http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling.asp.  For assis-
tance, please contact FERC Online Support at FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, 
(866) 208-3676 (toll free), or (202) 502-8659 (TTY).  For assistance, please 
contact FERC Online Support at FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, (866) 208-

3676 (toll free), or (202) 502-8659 (TTY).  In lieu of electronic filing, you 
may submit a paper copy.  Submissions sent via the U.S. Postal Service must 
be addressed to:  Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, 888 First Street NE, Room 1A, Washington, DC 20426.  Sub-
missions sent via any other carrier must be addressed to:  Kimberly D. Bose, 
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 12225 Wilkins Avenue, 
Rockville, Maryland 20852.  All filings must clearly identify the project name 
and docket number on the first page:  Warren Project (P-2391-053).  
 
m.  The application is not ready for environmental analysis at this time.

n.  The Warren Project consists of the following existing facilities:  (1) a 
15-foot-high, 483-foot-long reinforced concrete dam impounding a small 
reservoir with a gross storage capacity of 900 acre-feet; (2) an 82-foot-long, 
30-foot-wide powerhouse adjacent to the north end of the dam containing 
three generating units with a total installed capacity of 750 kilowatts; (3) 
transmission facilities consisting of the 2.4-kilovolt (kV) project generator 
leads; a 3-phase, 2.4/34.5-kV transformer; and a 34.5-kV, 14,784-foot-long 
transmission line; and (4) other appurtenances.

The project operates in a run-of-river mode with a minimum flow of 56 cubic 
feet per second.  The project had an average annual generation of 3,456 mega-
watt-hours between 2013 and 2017.  

o.   Copies of the application may be viewed on the Commission's website at 
http://www.ferc.gov using the "eLibrary" link.  Enter the docket number ex-
cluding the last three digits in the docket number field to access the document 
(P-2391).  For assistance, contact FERC Online Support at FERCOnlineSup-
port@ferc.gov or call toll-free, (866) 208-3676 or (202) 502-8659 (TTY).

You may also register online at http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/esubscription.
asp to be notified via email of new filings and issuances related to this or other 
pending projects.  For assistance, contact FERC Online Support.

p.   Procedural schedule and final amendments:  The application will be 
processed according to the following preliminary schedule.  Revisions to the 
schedule will be made as appropriate.

 Issue Deficiency Letter (if necessary) March 2022
 Request Additional Information (if necessary) March 2022
 Issue Acceptance Letter May 2022
 Issue Scoping Document 1 for comments June 2022
 Issue Scoping Document 2 (if necessary) August 2022
 Issue Notice of Ready for Environmental Analysis August 2022

  Final amendments to the application must be filed with the Commission no 
later than 30 days from the issuance date of the notice of ready for environ-
mental analysis.

Kimberly D. Bose,
Secretary.

 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

PE Hydro Generation, LLC                                                                                 Project No. 2391-053
                           

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TENDERED FOR FILING WITH THE COMMISSION AND SOLICITING ADDITIONAL STUDY REQUESTS AND 
ESTABLISHING PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE FOR RELICENSING AND A DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF FINAL AMENDMENTS
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Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
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www.dental50plus.com/14 #6258
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824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630
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History: Honoring and remembering Peter Muhlenberg

By The Reverend Larry Johnson

 Today was set aside to honor 
and remember Peter Muhlenberg 
and the men who marched away 
to fight for our Independence. 
The date was 21 January 1776, the 
Third Sunday after Epiphany.
 From 11a.m. until 1p.m. I said 
I would meet anyone at the Old 
Court House where the 8th Regi-
ment marched away, I won’t stand 
out in the 20-degree weather but 

only a few minutes at a time, but I 
and a few others from the Shenan-
doah Christian Alliance and local 
churches will remember and pray. 
We will read Ecclesiastes the 3rd 
Chapter and remember these men 
who marched, fought and died for 
Freedom.
 I asked this question:
 “Will you pause tomorrow from 
1100 hours to 1300 hours and 
pray?” At York Town during the 
last charge with “bayonets fixed” 
Peter was severely wounded. He 
returned to his family to recover. 
In eight years, he had visited his 
family twice. When recovered he 
returned to General Washington’s 
service. Great patriots...All!!
 We were on the actual assembly 
ground. Now all paved and made 
into a memorial. Not many turned 
out, but I’m thankful for those 
who did.  Temperature at sunrise 
was below zero. Sondra (my wife) 
served me up a breakfast fit for an 
old Marine. When I hit the road 
at 1000 hours the temperature 
had jumped up to 7 degrees. I fig-
ured with sunlight and no wind it 
would be okay. I read Ecclesiastes 
3rd chapter on the hours begin-

ning at 1100 hours.
 People passing by joined me...
mostly young people. My friend 
Dale Carpenter and Joan joined 
me about noon. He had prepared 
a wonderful program of history 
broken down into parts so differ-
ent people could read along with 
us and be a part of the program.
 We politely asked, “Who would 

like to participate?”
 A George Mason University 
student read his part wonderfully. 
A Baptist Deacon offered prayers 
fit for an evangelist.  The State 
Sons of the American Revolution 
(SAR) Chaplain, The Rev. Eugene 
Thomas and his wife, Amanda, 

joined us and his voice resonated 
over this hallowed ground where 
Patriots marched to War!
 Dale Carpenter recited a his-
tory of this Regiment that broke 
our hearts and at same time made 
us proud to be Americans! When 
everybody had departed, I took 
time to visit the ancient Episco-
pal Church Cemetery at the loca-
tion where Peter’s original church 
stood and next to where we prayed 
today.
 Old Graves are there of folks 
long forgotten by man, but not 
God. I prayed for their Souls...not 
forgotten today. Perhaps some of 
Peter’s communicants, or maybe 
he had buried them before he 
went to war. Stones were too old 
to read. Today the Holy Ghost 
was present; protected us, kept us 
warm, and blessed us all...the liv-
ing and the dead.
 Today, 246 years ago, on 21 
January 1776 the Rev. Col. Peter 
Muhlenberg delivered his im-
mortal sermon in his Church in 
Woodstock, Virginia which was 
heard around the world!! It was 
based on Ecclesiastes 3rd Chapter 
of Holy Scripture.
 When he read the 8th verse 
he shouted out to his congrega-
tion, “NOW is the time for war!” 

On January 21, 1776, the Third Sunday after Epiphany, The Reverend Larry Johnson a.k.a. Liberty Man prays 
with supporters to remember Peter Muhlenberg and the men who marched away to fight for our Independence.

The ancient Episcopal Church Cemetery is located where Peter Muhlen-
berg’s church originally stood.

Pictured here is Emmanuel Lu-
theran Church in Woodstock and 
located near the spot where Peter 
Muhlenberg’s Regiment assem-
bled.

Col. Peter Muhlenberg (public do-
main)

  • Hot Water Boiler Installation
  • Boiler Servicing and Cleaning
  • Warm Air Furnace Service

Ken Wood, Middletown, VA
Licensed and Insured

540-869-7250 • 540-660-5108

KENNY’S OIL BURNER SERVICE, LLC

(540) 636-7700 | 415 South St Suite C, Front Royal, VA 22630

Associate Brokers/REALTORS®

TeamDanielsVA@gmail.com
Cell: (540) 683-7550 

Sharon Daniels:
Licensed in VA & WV
www.SharonLDaniels.com

Victoria Daniels:
Licensed in VA

Team Daniels

(540) 683-7550
TeamDanielsVA.com

124042 _ PREMIER

Looking to Buy or Sell? Call or Text 540-683-7550!

Mon - Sat 10-6, Sunday 11-4
216 E Main Street Front Royal

540-692-9483

• Valentine Sugar Cookies!!
 Paint Your Own or choose 
 wrapped Conversation Hearts
• Vine & Leaf loose teas
• Valente Pastas
• Black Rifle Coffees
• Cocoa Bombs
• Many more sweets for your
 Sweetie!!

Valentine’s Day is Feb. 14!!
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Drums rolled; men marched out 
of his Church to join the young 
Lutheran pastor to fight for Amer-
ican Independence! Tomorrow a 
tiny group of Pastors and Patriots 
will assemble on the very spot to 
remember. When they marched 
away 300 men joined this young 
Patriot Preacher. They fought for 
eight years from Virginia to South 
Carolina and joining Gen. Wash-
ington at Valley Forge.
 Since most of them were new 
citizens still speaking only Ger-
man Washington called them his 
“German Regiment!” They led the 
last successful attack at York Town 
where the British were defeated 
and surrendered ending the war.
 This post is talking about one 
of the most significant events in 
United States history. Pictured 

above is Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church in Woodstock and lo-
cated near the spot where Peter 
Muhlenberg’s Regiment assem-
bled. This is a newer building as 
Peter’s Church fell into disrepair 
following the Revolution.
 The ground where troops as-
sembled was the intersection of 
Rt. 11 in front of where Old Court 
House is located.
 However, the Court House was 
not built until 1790s. Peter had 
been commissioned by the House 
of Burgesses and ordered by new 
Governor Patrick Henry to form 
the Regiment and march to con-
front the British.
 This was before our Declaration 
of Independence and when Gen-
eral Washington was struggling 
to form an Army. The men of the 

Shenandoah Valley were answer-
ing the “call.”
 The Regiment’s first 300 men 
would grow to number more than 
1,000 soldiers. Peter’s church was 
actually located near the location 
of where the Episcopal Church is 
now found!
 Peter served both Anglicans 
and Lutherans preaching in both 
English and German depending 
on the Sundays the two congre-

gations were scheduled to have 
a service. So now there are two 
churches both named Emanuel...
Episcopal Church has two “m’s.” 
Emmanuel.
 The temperature was 7 degrees 
but was higher by 1 p.m.
 Me and several Veterans said 
weather would not stop us from 
celebrating this historic event. We 
involved local youth and citizens 
who came by. I loved it.

 People in cars passing by blew 
car horns, kids coming down 
street got involved and we had the 
most unique Patriotic gathering...
to me involvement of youth is the 
key...some of us are old...but, fu-
ture is in America’s kids.
 SAR had a great event inside I 
hear. A vet who joined me said, “It 
was a hell of a lot colder in Korea. 
Let’s go!”
 I told him “Let’s roll!”

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Licensed & Insured  •  Free Estimates

* Serving Front Royal for 25 years! *

(540) 222-0521
(540) 631-0666

HamricksRoofi ng@gmail.com

Hamrick’s
Sudoku!

 Like puzzles? Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This mind-bending 
puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, 
so sharpen your pencil and put 
your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

 Sudoku puzzles are formatted 
as a 9x9 grid, broken down 
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle! (Answer in back.)

Warren County Parks and Recreation Department

The Warren County Parks and Recreation Department is currently accepting 
registrations for its Gymnastics Beginner to Advanced II classes for children ages 
three (3) years and older. Each participant will be contacted by the Coordinator and 
will be assigned to the appropriate level based on his/her skill assessment sheet. 

All classes will be held on Saturdays beginning March 26, 2022, through April 
23, 2022, at the Warren County Health and Human Services Complex Gym, 
located at 465 W. 15th Street, Front Royal, Virginia, 22630.

The cost of the class is $85.00 per child and includes the uniform; limit of 120 
participants. 

Registration will only be accepted through March 11, 2022, or until the limit of 120 
participants is reached.

Skill Assessment will be held on Saturday, March 12, 2022, from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Registration information for any of our programs can be obtained by contacting 
the Warren County Community Center, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 
p.m., evening and weekend hours may vary at (540) 635-1021.

Gymnastics Classes

Please visit us on the web at
https://parksandrecreation.warrencountyva.net/

Tony’s Tires

Convenient Location Across 7th St. Next to Ramsey's
11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal • 540-551-0922

NEW Expanded Services!!
• New Brand Name Tires
• Steering & Suspension Components
• Mounting & Balancing
• Custom Wheels

• Oil Changes
• Brake Jobs
• Flat Repairs
• Great Prices!

TonysTiresFrontRoyal.com
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Soul Mountain Restaurant fl ourishes at new location

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 Th e sign high above the parking 
lot for Front Royal’s Soul Moun-
tain Restaurant at 865 John Mar-
shall Highway, is a welcome for all 
to come in and enjoy the delicious 
creations by founder and Executive 
Chef Gary Kearney.
 Just before the latest snow and 
ice, on Saturday Jan 13, he took time 
out of his busy chef ’s duties to talk 
a little about the restaurant and his 
culinary history.  
 “First, I just want everyone to 
know that what we have is not soul 
food, but ‘food for the soul in a 
mountain of fl avors,’” he said, when 
asked about his food philosophy.

 So that explains the name of the 
restaurant but doesn’t begin to de-
scribe the many creative dishes that 
can be found there.
 “Our food is eclectic,” he began. 
“All recipes in Soul Mountain are 
my own. I only read one cookbook 
in culinary school. I like my own 
recipes and like to sit back and look 
at the food. When I get a product in, 
I create something I’ve never done 
before, with good color and presen-
tation.”
 “I enjoy cooking so much, and 
just like artists don’t want to get in 
a rut, I don’t want to get stale,” he 
said. “Th is is our art, to bring cre-
ativity. Th ere’s always something 
working in my brain. I also create a 
dry seasoning rub, and yesterday I 

grilled a half chicken, then the next 
day deep fried it.”
 He said he also makes ribs with 
his BBQ sauce, then continued with 

descriptions of the food he off ers.
 “Many people think we only have 
soul food, but it’s the opposite. For 
example, when cooking for a larger 

group, I suggest they order diff erent 
dishes, so they can get a variety and 
share or taste from each other.
 “I like being challenged, and some 
folks ask me to create something es-
pecially for them.”
 Some of the dishes on the menu 
refl ect that artistry.
 On off er are:
• A trio of grilled fresh salmon 
topped with a Maryland style crab 
cake and layered with a creamy crab 
and artichoke spread.
• Pulled pork or chicken topped 
with Doc’s BBQ sauce.
• Pasta and rice dishes like jamba-
laya and shrimp and crab ravioli.
• Lots of crab and shrimp dishes in 
soups, and sandwiches.
• Wraps and subs include a spring 
vegetable, fi sh, steak, sausage, bris-
ket, and a special wrap of crunchy 
chicken with Doc’s BBQ sauce. 

Founder and Executive Chef Gary Kearney, of Soul Mountain Restau-
rant and Bar in Front Royal, welcomes all to taste the food he offers 
and proudly displays the signature barbecue sauce created to honor his 
grandfather, James H. “Doc” Kearney.

During the lull between lunch and dinner, the colorful murals inside Soul 
Mountain Restaurant are highlighted in the afternoon sunshine.

You have the power in one finger to lower your electric bill.

With it, you can turn off lights, power strips and unused electronics.

You can turn your thermostat down to 68 and your water heater to 120 F.

You can also go to
MyREC.coop/Save for more tips.

So, put that finger to good use
and lower your electric bill today.

You have the power.

You have the power to save

PowerSaver

You have the power to save

PowerSaver
PowerSaver

Douglas Harold, Jr.
Attorney at Law
BANKRUPTCY

DIVORCE

No one wants to file for bankruptcy,  
but when there is no alternative…I can help.  

(Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Only)
Stop Garnishments, Collection Activities and Lawsuits.

Specializing in Uncontested Divorce • Rapid Service - Quick Results

(Under Federal Law we are defined as a Debt Relief Agency. 
We help people file for Bankruptcy Relief under the Bankruptcy Code)

Serving the Northern Shenandoah Valley
Free Initial Telephone Consultation

35 Years Experience
• Reasonable Fees •
douglasharoldjr@yahoo.com

1114 Fairfax Pike, Ste 10
White Post, VA 22663

(540) 869-0040
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• A special kid’s menu with favorite 
comfort food for the young ones.
 Some of the specials are:
• Mac burger- 8 oz fresh burger on 
a toasted brioche bun topped with 
creamy mac ‘n cheese and Doc’s 
BBQ sauce. 
• Fresh oysters, and seafood sub or 
platter.
 Desserts include:
• Strawberry, apple caramel and 
blueberry cobblers.
• White chocolate truffle cheese-
cakes.
 Gary noted that they are happy 
to make dishes for people who 
have food allergies or other dietary 
requests, like vegan, gluten-free, 
lactose intolerant, or others. Also, 
he wanted to highlight the Mac & 
Cheese special dish made by Devin 
Smith who is the head of the culi-
nary school in the Warren County 
Middle School’s Vo Tech build-
ing, adding, “He makes it for Soul 
Mountain and can make it for you.”

 Then he told the story of his 
background and early years and 
the journey that brought him to the 
place he is now as chef in his own 
restaurant.
 Gary credits his grandparents, 
James H. and Annabelle Kearney 
with instilling the love of cooking in 
him during visits to their small fam-
ily farm in Severn, Maryland, where 
they grew their own food and had 
animals like chickens, pigs, cows, 
ducks and geese. He often cooked 
along with them and in family cook-
outs when they were alive.
 “My grandma was an amazing 
cook and chef,” he said. “She had no 
formal schooling but could make 
anything from scratch.”
 His grandfather was the inspira-
tion for the Doc’s Barbecue Sauce 
that is served at the tables to ac-
company the dishes and is available 
to be purchased on site.
 “The barbecue sauce was cre-
ated at the same time that I started 

the restaurant. I did research and 
asked my grandmother for the rec-
ipe,” he explained. “I got the name 
from James H.K, my grandfather. I 
wanted to tweak it and make him 
proud. I lost him when I was 19. He 
was my best friend and mentor and 
I wanted to honor him and respect 
his memory.”
 On the label, he wrote, “The orig-
inal recipe was handed down to me 
by my grandfather, James “Doc” Ke-
arney. My initial goal was to share 
the sauce among family and friends, 
but with keeping “Doc” in mind, I 
have decided to share it with the 
world. It is great as a marinade and 
dipping sauce, or just slap it on any-
thing that you like!...Enjoy, Gary Smiling Howard Grant, Chef Gary Kearney’s cousin, who says he is “The 

Friendly Waiter,” definitely lives up to that in his cheerful and attentive 
care for patrons. He has been with Soul Mountain for two years.

BERRYVILLE HARDWARE
600 EAST MAIN STREET

BERRYVILLE VA
540-955-1900

RAMSEY HARDWARE
703 N ROYAL AVE
FRONT ROYAL VA

540-635-2547
©2022 True Value® Company. All rights reserved.

RAMSEY HARDWARE
703 N ROYAL AVE

FRONT ROYAL
540-635-2547

BERRYVILLE HARDWARE
600 EAST MAIN STREET

BERRYVILLE
540-955-1900

Sale Ends 12/31/19

8.99
Holiday wonderland
300 count. 2 x 150 lights. Clear 
color string to string light set. 34’ lighted 
length.

Find the right products for your project at your local True Value®

BARGAINS OF THE MONTH®

For a limited time.

Consumer responsible for taxes. While supplies last.

Grab a New 
Sled for some 
Outdoor Fun!

Snow Shovels!

Ice Melt

$9.99 - 20 lbs. 
$21.99 - 50 lbs.

$18.99 - 20lbs.

See FOOD, 10

Welcome to

Saints Joachim 
and Anna
Ukrainian

Catholic Church
An Eastern Catholic mission parish of the

Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia

All are welcome to worship with us.
Let us love one another so that we may be of one mind in confessing:

The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the Trinity one in being and undivided.

Divine Liturgy in English*
Sundays, 10:30 am

Holy Mystery of Repentance (Confession):
Sundays, 9:45am

*Attendance at the Divine Liturgy fulfills the Sunday obligation for all Catholics

Father Robert Hitchens, Pastor

1396 Linden St, Front Royal, VA
facebook.com/ssjoachimandanna

540-271-4593

SSpence@FunkhouserGroup.com

www.SteveSpenceHomes.com

1010 Ox Rd., Woodstock, VA 22664

"I want to work to find you the right house and

not just make a sale."

REALTOR®

540-271-4593

SSpence@FunkhouserGroup.com

www.SteveSpenceHomes.com

1010 Ox Rd., Woodstock, VA 22664

not just make a sale."

REALTOR®

YOU NEED A BUYER’S AGENT
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ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
 It is time to slow down a little, Ar-
ies. Even you cannot keep up a hectic 
pace for very long. Invest time in re-
laxing pursuits like yoga or reading to 
unwind your brain.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
 Taurus, you may feel it necessary 
to prove your point at all costs. Stub-
bornness will get you nowhere right 
now. Listen to what others have to say.
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
 There are two sides to every story, 
Gemini. It is best not to attach your-
self to one version of the tale just yet. 
Hear everyone out and then come to 
an informed conclusion.
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
 There is no time like the present to 
turn over a new leaf, Cancer. Think 
about the areas of your life that can 
use some improvement and focus on 
the steps to get there this week.  
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
 Someone from the past comes back 
into your life and you will not know 
how to react, Leo. First assess what 
this person wants and how you left off 
years ago.
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
 Virgo, it might be time to accept 
the help or advice that someone is of-
fering to you. You don’t always have to 
forge new paths to prove your worth. 
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
 Libra, if you are thinking about 
making a major lifestyle change in 
the near future, start fleshing out 
the plans this week. Gather feedback 
from the ones you love.
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
 Scorpio, past mistakes provide 
opportunities to learn. Continue to 
forge a new path. Recognize that oth-
ers have made mistakes and can pro-
vide support. 
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
 A big idea is blooming, but you 
need to get a handle on how you can 
finance this endeavor, Sagittarius. It 
may be worth seeking investors.
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
 It is time to mend fences that were 
broken a few years ago, Capricorn. 
Holding on to past issues will not 
prove fruitful. Sit down and work 
through your issues.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
 You certainly catch more flies with 
honey than vinegar, Aquarius. Focus 
on being warm and welcoming in 
conversation and your points will be 
well-received.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
 Something regarding your health 
may be on your mind, Pisces. Sched-
ule an annual physical and discuss 
your concerns.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

JANUARY 31
 Justin Timberlake, Singer (41)
FEBRUARY 1
 Harry Styles, Singer (28)
FEBRUARY 2
 Duane Chapman, Reality Star (69)
FEBRUARY 3 
 Isla, Fisher, Actress (46)
FEBRUARY 4
 Hunter Biden, Lawyer (52)
FEBRUARY 5
 Darren Criss, Actor (35)
FEBRUARY 6
 Rick Astley, Singer (56)

Kearney.” 
 And he especially wants to honor 
and credit his mother, Catherine 
Kearney.
 “She has impacted my life in so 
many ways words can’t explain. So 
I created a sauce called Huckabucks 
Habanero Salsa,” he began. “Huck a 
buck, and a nickname she is known 
for, was a dance when my mom was 
a young teenager, which apparently 
made people dance in a hysterical 
way! My hot sauce will make you 
dance or jump ‘cause of the heat and 
finish sweet like my mom’s words of 
encouragement, patience and unde-
niable love to us.”
 And related to those two special-
ties, Gary wants everyone to know 
that with any purchase of Doc’s 
BBQ sauce or Huckabucks Haba-
nero Salsa you get a free pulled pork 
or BBQ chicken sandwich for two 
months starting on January 29.
 The restaurant has been the 
source of delicious food for the last 
16 years and had several locations 
before settling John Marshall High-
way.
 Gary moved here from Baltimore 
in 2005 and started out in the spot 
next to the Royal Cinema. He then 

moved the business to the place that 
is most familiar to local folks, at the 
end of Main Street, but always with 
the same management and finally 
settled here at John Marshall High-
way.
 But between cooking with his 
grandparents and opening the res-
taurant here he had some unusual 
and exciting experiences related to 
his career. 
 “I went to culinary school at Bal-
timore International College and 
got my Bachelor of Science degree 
when I was 28,” he began. 
 During that time, he was invited 
to do a five-week externship pro-
gram in Ireland. There he had the 
opportunity to use the school’s labs 
and cooking facilities. 
 “The head chef was Jonathan 
O’Neil, and when I was there, he 
said he liked my work and wanted 
me to come back, so I went back 
and stayed two years,” he said.
 Gary lived and worked in the 17th 
century Castle Leslie, located in 
Monahan, Ireland, that operated as 
a very busy B&B, hosting weddings, 
and other events. 
 He described the castle’s exterior 
looking just like it had originally 
been built and some rooms had 
been left as they had been then, but 

the staff’s quarters had been mod-
ernized.
 “Which I liked since they had 
heating,” he said.
 While there, he got experience 
in classical epicurean cooking from 
their executive French chef, making 
sauces, learning the art of presenta-
tion and plating. 
 “I also learned about cooking 
and different styles. Irish cooking is 
more basic, like meat and potatoes, 
but I got experience in diversity for 
different palates,” he said.
 When asked if there is a particu-
lar kind of food he especially likes to 
make, he said, “I’ve been asked that 
a lot! I cook food I like. Everything 

here is fresh, not frozen, and I can 
do anything,” he concluded.
 Catering is offered in-house or 
out, and the venue next door can 
be booked, where they provide 
delicious food. It can comfortably 
accommodate any function from 
holiday parties to small meetings 
and intimate gatherings.
 Soul Mountain Restaurant and 
Bar is located at 865 John Marshall 
Highway in Front Royal. For infor-
mation, call (540) 636-1185. Winter 
hours are: Open Wednesday-Sat-
urday, 12-4 p.m. and 5-9 p.m. and 
Sunday 12-6:00 p.m. Closed Mon-
day and Tuesday.

– carol@areaguides.com

Soul Mountain Restaurant’s sign is a welcome for all to come in and enjoy 
“Food for the Soul with a Mountain of Flavor.”

FOOD, from 9

540-551-8312
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2022 January Indictments

Skylar Nicole Smith
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about July 31, 2021, in the County 
of Warren, Skylar Nicole Smith, age 
and address unknown, did unlaw-
fully and feloniously, knowingly and 
intentionally possess a controlled 
substance, to-wit: Cocaine listed in 
Schedule II of the Drug Control Act.

Barrington Allen Moore
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on or 
about October 9, 2020, in the County 
of Warren, Barrington Allen Moore, 
32, of the 100 block of Shenandoah 
Commons Way, Front Royal, VA 
22630, did unlawfully and felonious-
ly, knowingly and intentionally pos-
sess a controlled substance, to-wit: 
Eutylone listed in Schedule I of the 
Drug Control Act.

Justin Allen Butler
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on or 
about August 6, 2020, in the County 
of Warren, Justin Allen Butler, 35, 
of the 200 block of Dandelion Lane, 
Gore, VA 22637, did unlawfully and 
feloniously, knowingly and inten-
tionally possess a controlled sub-
stance, to-wit: Fentanyl. listed in 
Schedule II of the Drug Control Act.

Cyrus Bartholomew Fiel
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Cyrus 
Bartholomew Fiel, 32, of the 3400 
block of Remount Rd., Front Roy-
al, VA 22630, with three counts. 
COUNT ONE: In the County of 
Warren, Cyrus Bartholomew Fiel 
did unlawfully and feloniously pos-
sess with intent to distribute a 
Schedule II controlled substance, 
to-wit: Methamphetamine, having 

previously been convicted of two or 
more such offenses or of substan-
tially similar offenses in any other 
jurisdiction which occurred before 
the date of the offense alleged in the 
indictment. COUNT TWO: did un-
lawfully, feloniously, knowing and 
intentionally possess a firearm on 
or about his person, while simul-
taneously unlawfully possessing a 
Schedule II controlled substance, 
to-wit: Methamphetamine. COUNT 
THREE: did unlawfully, feloniously, 
knowing and intentionally possess 
a firearm after previously been con-
victed of a non-violent felony with 
in the last ten years. Date of the of-
fenses was on or about February 21, 
2020.

Edward Leroy Croushorn Jr.
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Edward 
Leroy Croushorn Jr., 50, of the 400 
block of Browntown Rd., Brown-
town, VA 22610, with three counts. 
COUNT ONE: In the County of 
Warren, Edward Leroy Croushorn 
Jr., did unlawfully and feloniously 
possess with the intent to distrib-
ute a controlled substance, to-wit: 
Methamphetamine listed in Sched-
ule II of the Drug Control Act, hav-
ing previously been convicted of a 
like offense on one or more occa-
sions. COUNT TWO: did unlaw-
fully and feloniously possess with 
intent to manufacture, sell, give, or 
distribute 28 grams or more of a 
mixture or substance containing a 
detectable amount of Methamphet-
amine, its salts, isomers, or salts of 
its isomers. COUNT THREE: did 
unlawfully and feloniously, know-
ingly and intentionally possess a 
controlled substance, to-wit: Oxyco-
done listed in Schedule I or Schedule 
II of the Drug Control Act. Date of 
the offenses was on or about January 
30, 2021.

Ashleigh Michelle Hutzell
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on or 
about July 29, 2021, in the County of 
Warren, Ashleigh Michelle Hutzell, 
20, of the 100 block of Nottoway 
Dr., Stephens City, VA 22655, did 
unlawfully and feloniously possess a 
Schedule I controlled substance, to-
wit: Fentanyl.

Javen Richard Kiernan
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on or 

about June 10, 2021, in the County 
of Warren, Javen Richard Kiernan, 
43, of the 100 block of Smelser Ln., 
Bentonville, VA 22610 did unlaw-
fully and feloniously, knowingly and 
intentionally possess a controlled 
substance, to-wit: Methamphet-
amine listed in Schedule II of the 
Drug Control Act.

Roberta Alejandro Eberhardt
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about July 22, 2021, in the County 

of Warren, Roberta Alejandro Eber-
hardt, 33, of the 300 block of Osage 
St., Front Royal, VA 22630, did un-
lawfully and feloniously, knowingly 
and intentionally possess a con-
trolled substance, to-wit: Cocaine 
listed in Schedule II of the Drug 
Control Act.
 A Grand Jury Indictment is only a 
charge and not evidence of guilt. The 
defendants are entitled to a fair trial 
with the burden on the government 
to prove guilt beyond a reasonable 
doubt.

INDICTMENTS

• Receive a point for every dollar you spend, points 
can be redeemed for free golf or the driving range.

• 3 Free 18 Hole Rounds of Golf with Cart 
• 50% off Range Balls 
• Preferred Tournament Rates 
• 1 Guest Pass at Eagle Club Rate 
• 10% off In-stock / Non-Sale Merchandise 
• Winter Weekday Special January / February

(Players Fee of $20 Includes Cart.)   

With 3 FREE rounds, discounted rates, range discounts and other 
great benefits will help you play more golf  while paying less.

Join the club for $298 and receive the following benefits:

•NEW!

•NEW!

•NEW!

New Members ONLY. This offer is ONLY available through February 28, 2022

ACT NOW!

$25.00 Anytime 
Monday-Friday

$35 Anytime 
Weekends & Holidays

Bowling Green Country Club
838 Bowling Green Rd. Front Royal
bowlinggreencountryclub.net

540-635-2024
info@bowlinggreencc.com

  Adorable 2-BR, 1-BA home in 
Page County. Spacious dining/
living room. Enclosed sun-room 
off the kitchen, attached carport 
opens up to a nice back yard. 
Close to shopping and area 
attractions. Won’t last long!

162 S Court St. Luray, Va.

Weichert Realtors
824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

* *  “I don’t just help � nd you a house,  I � nd you a home”  * *

Beautiful 
Country Living!

Kathy McLendon, Realtor
cell 540-622-7698
  kathymclendon2016@gmail.com
VA License #0225227296

$199,000
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Valley Health distributes COVID test kits to community partners in region
Federal government provides free at-home kits to rural health centers and larger community

 At a time of high community 
COVID-19 positivity, Valley 
Health is distributing more than 
150,000 free COVID-19 test 
kits throughout its rural ser-
vice area, courtesy of the federal 
government. 
 Th e 2-test kits began arriv-
ing last week through a Biden 
Administration initiative of the 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, Health Re-
sources and Services Adminis-
tration (HRSA), in an eff ort to 
address the needs of residents 

in medically underserved areas. 
 Valley Health operates 19 fed-
erally-designated Rural Health 
Clinics (RHCs) in Virginia, 
West Virginia and Maryland 
to ease a shortage of primary 
medical care. HRSA’s program 
provides test kits through its 
network of RHCs to clinic staff , 
patients and surrounding com-
munities.  
 In addition to off ering test 
kits to RHC staff  and patients, 
Valley Health is distributing 
them to other physician prac-

tices and dozens of community 
agencies and organizations for 
use by their staff  and those they 
serve. Th e distribution includes 
law enforcement, fi re and res-
cue, free medical clinics, health 
departments, churches, and 
detention centers, shelters and 
other congregate settings. 
 “We are entering our third 

year of caring for patients with 
COVID-19 and trying to pro-
tect the community from the 
ravages of this virus,” said Jef-
frey Feit, MD, Valley Health 
Population and Community 
Health Offi  cer. “Th e current 
Omicron variant is particularly 
contagious and there’s an over-
whelming demand for testing. 

We are thrilled to be the con-
duit for these do-it-yourself test 
kits from the U.S. government 
to help our community take de-
cisive steps if they are positive: 
isolate and protect others, and 
seek care if they have signifi cant 
symptoms or underlying health 
conditions.”  
 Each test kit box contains two 
tests with clear instructions 
and the nasal swab and reagent 
needed to obtain fast, easy-to-
understand results in 10 min-
utes. It is recommended that 
individuals use the second test 
over two to three days, with at 
least 24 hours and no more than 
36 hours between tests. 
 Jason Craig, EdD, Valley 
Health Director of Commu-
nity Health, has delivered thou-
sands of test kits this week and 
learned fi rst-hand how vital the 

Crystal LeMieux of NW Works stands with Valley Health Director of Com-
munity Health Jason Craig, EdD, who has delivered thousands of test kits 
this week.

Anyone unable to fi nd a COVID-19 test kit through one of the practices 
or community organizations on Valley Health’s initial distribution effort 
should submit a request to receive by mail from www.covidtests.gov

Staff at Winchester Rescue Mission with a batch of COVID test kits.
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rapid tests are for community 
agencies struggling to make safe 
decisions during the pandemic. 
The Salvation Army’s residen-
tial program manager, Deborah 
Moody, expressed her apprecia-
tion and offered insight on the 
value of the rapid tests to an 
organization trying to serve as 
many individuals as possible.  
 “We are currently running at 
half capacity because we were 
unable to know if someone 
was coming in with COVID 
and needed to isolate them for 

five days before releasing them 
into the population,” Moody 
explained. “This will allow us a 
shorter isolation time. Being the 
winter, it is crucial that we of-
fer services to individuals expe-
riencing homelessness. Thank 
you for helping to make that 
happen.”  
 Valley Health’s six hospitals 
are working on a plan to give kits 
to patients on discharge from 
the hospital, Craig added. ”We 
are putting them in the hands 
of many local family medicine 

and specialty care practices to 
help distribute throughout our 
communities. We want to be a 
good community partner and 
are eager to put the test kits we 
requested from HRSA to use 
for the health and safety of our 
friends and neighbors.” Valley 
Health is also asking employees 
to take two kits for their fam-

ily and give two to a friend or 
neighbor “so that we can extend 
into the communities where our 
employees live,” Craig said.  
 Craig suggested that anyone 
unable to find a COVID-19 test 
kit through one of the practices 
or community organizations on 
Valley Health’s initial distribu-
tion effort should submit a re-

quest to receive by mail from 
www.covidtests.gov. 
 For more on Valley Health 
COVID-19 services and visita-
tion guidelines, visit www.val-
leyhealthlink.com/coronavirus.  
For information on testing and 
return to work guidance, visit 
www.cdc.gov

– valleyhealthlink.com
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 Friday, January 28, 2022: Snow, 
possibly mixed with rain. High near 
36. Calm wind becoming north-
east around 5 mph in the afternoon. 
Chance of precipitation is 80%. New 
snow accumulation of less than a half 
inch possible.
 Friday Night: Snow likely, mainly 
before 10pm. Cloudy, with a low 
around 17. North wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%. New 
snow accumulation of less than a half 
inch possible.
 Saturday: Mostly cloudy, then 
gradually becoming sunny, with a 
high near 24. Northwest wind 10 to 15 
mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.
 Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with 
a low around 7. Northwest wind 5 to 
11 mph, with gusts as high as 21 mph.
 Sunday: Partly sunny, with a high 
near 32.
 Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy, with 
a low around 16.
 Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 39.
 Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with 
a low around 18.
 Tuesday: Partly sunny, with a high 
near 45.
 Tuesday Night: Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 27.
 Wednesday: A chance of showers. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 50. 
Chance of precipitation is 30%.
 Wednesday Night: A chance of 
showers. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 35. Chance of precipitation is 
50%.
 Thursday: Showers likely. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 52. Chance of 
precipitation is 60%.

ENGLE’S ANGLE:
“Day 46”

by Kevin S. Engle
 You know you’re getting older when 
your wife buys you a personal groom-
ing tool.
 One with a very specific purpose.
 The Philips Norelco Nose Trimmer 
1000.
 I didn’t make up that name.
 Not only will the 1000 take care of 
those unwanted nose hairs, it’ll do the 
same for my ears and eye brows as 
well.
 Wow, thanks a lot honey.
 Just what I needed.
 Of course I’ve noticed more nose 
and ear hairs than I used to have.
 Apparently it’s a normal thing guys 
face as they age.
 But do I really need this thing?
 Between my electric razor, tweezers 
and manicuring scissors, I was already 
taking care of the situation.
 I guess I’ll only need one tool now, 
not three.
 I suppose that’s efficiency.
 My new ‘gift’ will provide ‘Ultimate 
comfort.  No pulling guaranteed.*’
 That’s good to know.
 I sure as heck don’t want any pull-
ing.
 But why the asterisk at the end of 
that phrase?
 I scoured the package to find it.
 And there it was, on the back, in 
ridiculously small and hard-to-read 

fine print.  Of course I couldn’t read it 
without the aid of another age-related 
tool.
 A magnifying glass.
 Turns out the Nose Trimmer 1000 
comes with a 45 day money-back 
guarantee.
 What’s the implication?
 On day 46, when I can’t return this 
thing, I’ll no longer enjoy ultimate 
comfort and maybe there will be some 
pulling?
 I sure hope not, especially since I 
haven’t even opened the package yet.
 I may have already past that 45 day 
cutoff!
 I just looked in the mirror.
 It’s time I gave this baby a try.
 Wish me luck!
 The author wonders what other 
age-related tools might be in his near 
future.  Then again, maybe it’s best he 
didn’t know.

– kevinengle456@comcast.net
 The Best of Engle’s Angle is available 
online or pick up a signed copy at a lo-
cal bookstore. 

Ask Stewart

Hi Stewart,

 What is your favorite tree wood 
color?

– Pam

 There are 7 primary colors of tree 
wood (with various sub-shades): 
BROWN (Walnut, Mahogany, White 
Oak, Beech, Birch, Maple), RED 
(Blood Wood, Redwood, Babinga, 
Padauk), ORANGE (Osage Orange 
and Yellowheart), BLUE (Blue Mahoe), 
GREEN (Greenheart and Lignum Vi-
tae), PURPLE (Purpleheart and Red 
Cedar), and Black (Ebony, Brazilian 
Rosewood, and African Blackwood).
My favorite is Purpleheart – which 
consists of  greyish-purple hardwood 
that slowly over time changes its color 
to violet purple and eventually to deep 
purple.  Purpleheart  trees are part of 
the  Peltogyne genus consisting of 23 
known species of flowering medium to 
very large plants in the Fabaceae fam-
ily. Originating from the territories 
of Central and South America, these 
tropical rainforest trees can grow to 
100–170 ft with trunk diameter of up 
to 5 ft. Purpleheart trees are famous 
for having small flowers with five pet-
als, and a  pod-shaped fruit that con-
tains a single seed. 
 One of the defining characteristics 
of Purpleheart wood is the  strength, 
density, and durability  of its lumber 
structure. Purpleheart is so strong 
that it can be easily used for strenu-
ous industrial construction work such 
as  scaffolding, paneling, and flooring 
in areas that are regularly placed under 
a lot of physical stress (such as floors 
of heavy cargo trucks). However, such 
hardiness and natural oils that are hid-
den inside its structure can take a toll 

on processing equipment, dulling the 
saw edges and clogging up cutting and 
drilling tools with its resin. 
 When you Google Purpleheart 
wood and see a picture you will be 
surprised at just how purple it is!
 Your Pal in the Trees,

– Stewart
 The Front Royal/Warren County 
Tree Steward program began in 1997 
with volunteers dedicated to improv-
ing the health of trees by providing 
educational programs, tree planting 
and care demonstrations, and tree 
maintenance throughout the commu-
nity. The group now consists of over 30 
active members with several interns 
working toward becoming certified tree 
stewards from our annual “All About 
Trees Class”. Each month Stewart will 
answer a question from our readers. 
Please forward it to “Stewart” in care 
of: 

frwctreestewards@comcast.net 
and we may publish it in a future issue. 
Please visit our website at:

www.treesfrontroyal.org

V. Carol Barr

 Rockland resident V. Carol Barr, a 
federal government retiree with 37 
years of service behind her, died qui-
etly in her sleep January 18 following 
a 12-year battle with lung cancer. She 
was 81.
 Carol, wife of retired journalist and 
U.S. government public affairs official 
Malcolm Barr Sr., was diagnosed with 
Stage 4 lung cancer in March 2010 and 
to a great extent chose her own long 
term treatment to augment several 
radiation and chemo sessions, living a 
more-or-less healthful and active life 
style throughout the period. For sev-
eral years she volunteered at the Blue 
Ridge Hospice which accepted her 
case just four days before she passed.
 Born in Coeburn, VA, Carol moved 
to Washington DC straight out of 
high school accepting employment 
at the U.S. Department of Labor as a 
shorthand/typist. Shortly thereafter, 
she married and bore two sons, Ste-
phen Brickey of Tennessee and Danny 
Brickey who lives in Florida. She later 
met and married Malcolm in 1984 and 
the couple produced a “late life” child, 
Malcolm Barr Jr., an Iraq war USAF 
veteran now working in Newport 
News, Virginia.
 Carol also leaves a sister, Barbara 

DiFilipo (husband Richard), of Seffner, 
FL; grandchildren Ashley Hoilman 
(husband Mikey),  and Stephen Jr., all 
of whom reside in Tennessee. Also, 
several great grandchildren.
 A funeral service is scheduled for 2 
p.m. Friday, January 28, 2022 at Rock-
land Community Church followed by 
a private burial ceremony at nearby 
Rockland Cemetery.  A reception 
is planned in the old church build-
ing directly opposite the community 
church.
 In lieu of flowers memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Salvation 
Army, 357 Cloud St, Front Royal, VA 
22630; Blue Ridge Hospice, 333 West 
Cork Street, Winchester, VA 22601 or 
to the American Cancer Society, P.O. 
Box 22478, Oklahoma City, OK 73123.

Overdoses result in one death at 
RSW Regional Jail

 On December 12th, 2021, shortly 
after midnight, the R.S.W. Regional 
Jail contacted Warren County Emer-
gency Medical Services and reported 
two male inmates unconscious and 
unresponsive.  EMS responded to the 
jail where Jonte Gebrell Smith, 21 and 
a thirty-two-year-old male inmate 
were found in the condition reported.
  Narcan, which is an opioid antago-
nist, was administered to both in-
mates.
 The thirty-two-year-old male in-
mate responded successfully to the 
Narcan while Smith was unresponsive 
to its affects and required additional 
resuscitation efforts.
 Smith was transported to the War-
ren Memorial Hospital by paramedics 
where he was pronounced deceased 
by the attending physician.  The other 
inmate was also transported to War-
ren Memorial Hospital, treated for an 
opioid overdose and released back to 
R.S.W. staff to return to the jail.   
 Shortly after Smith was pronounced 
deceased, Warren County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice was promptly contacted by R.S.W. 
Regional Jail staff to report the suspi-
cious death of Smith, and the treat-
ment of the second inmate for a sus-
pected opioid overdose. Investigator 
C. Powell of the Warren County Sher-
iff ’s Office was assigned this case and 
is actively investigating both the death 
of Smith and overdose of the other in-
mate.  The R.S.W. Regional Jail is co-
operating fully with this investigation. 
 The Warren County Sheriff ’s Office 
would like to remind everyone that 
this, along with any suspicious death, 
is a very serious matter.  The Sheriff ’s 
Office appreciates any information the 
public might have that would assist in 
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this investigation. 
 If anyone has information concern-
ing this case, please contact Investiga-
tor Powell at the Warren County Sher-
iff ’s Offi  ce by dialing (540) 635-7100, 
and choosing option #4.

School Board

EDITOR:

 I’d like to thank and congratulate 
the Warren County School Board for 
its recent, unanimous decision to in-
defi nitely delay the implementation 
of the newest version of the very con-
troversial Social-Emotional Learning 
(SEL), “Second Step,” until all SEL ma-
terial has been carefully reviewed by 
the school board and parents.
 I give particular thanks to school 
board member Ralph A. Rinaldi of the 
Shenandoah District for making the 
motion that was passed unanimously 
by the board.
 Many Warren County parents are 
concerned about SEL.  Several want 

the program stopped!  
 I strongly support providing the 
log-in-codes and passwords so par-
ents can “fully access electronically” 
— at their leisure — all lesson-plans, 
videos, teacher scripts, student hand-
outs, and student worksheets.
 Parents need this access to make a 
properly informed decision.  
 Taxpayers need the data to deter-
mine if education dollars are being 
well spent.
 A committee of local citizens has 
formed to review the program and 
make a presentation with recommen-
dations to the board.  Th e commit-
tee was formed when we learned the 
details about Sam Crowley, a beloved 
public school music teacher in Utah, 
who publicly resigned his position on 
the grounds that he “cannot teach to 
your children a program that is harm-
ful.” 
 Providing this access should not be 
a problem since Copyright laws allow 
“fair use” for purposes such as evalua-
tions.
 I ask the School Board to direct Dr. 
Ballenger, the school Superintendent, 
to give parents and taxpayers com-
plete access to SEL material so they 
can properly evaluate this very con-
troversial program.

Eugene G. McGuirk, BA, MA, MBA
Front Royal

 Letters to the Editor should be of lo-
cal concern and must include the name 
and town of the writer. Send to editor@
warrencountyreport.com

High school juniors: youth tour 
applications available from REC

 Rappahannock Electric Coopera-
tive’s (REC) Youth Tour gives high 
school juniors an opportunity to learn 
leadership skills, hang out with peers 
from across Virginia, Maryland and 
Delaware - and have fun while doing 
it.

 COVID-19 has changed the usual 
Youth Tour routine, but REC contin-
ues to work other Virginia electric 
cooperatives to bring local students a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.
 Participants of the 2022 Youth Tour 
will get a fun and jam-packed trip to 
Williamsburg where they will learn 
about the electric cooperative indus-
try, meet their local legislators, tour 
historic sites, and have some fun at 
Busch Gardens.
 Natalee Coates, a Madison County 
High School student, made lifetime 
memories on last year’s Youth Tour 
trip.
 “I had a great time on REC’s Youth 
Tour,” she said. “My favorite part was 
speaking with Delegates Jay Jones and 
Emily Brewer. Th ey were amazing to 
speak with and I learned so much from 
them.”
 Th is year’s trip will run from Mon-
day, June 20, through Friday, June 24. 
Th e schedule is packed with educa-
tional and fun activities – as well as 
visits to historical sites.
 Applications for REC’s Youth Tour 

are due by Feb. 25.
 To learn more and complete the 
application, visit www.myrec.coop/
youthtour or contact Brian Wolfe, 
REC’s Senior Public Relations Special-
ist, at 1-800-552-3904, ext. 5914 or 
community@myrec.coop

Attention nonprofi ts: REC’s Th e 
Power of Change funds available

 Rappahannock Electric Coopera-
tive (REC) is dedicated to promoting 
change within our community, and 
this includes giving back to others 
who may have good ideas but lack the 
resources to fully carry them out.
 Twice each year, Th e Power of 
Change – which is funded by gener-
ous REC members – provides funds to 
nonprofi ts and charities across REC’s 
service area who have the potential to 
change our world for the better.
 “Th e Power of Change is one of the 
many ways REC is able to give back 
to the community,” said Lindsey Ed-
wards, Public Relations Specialist. 
“Th e donations that member-owners 
make go right back into their commu-
nity to help those in need.”
 REC members donate by rounding 
up their bill to nearest dollar, having 
a chosen amount added to their bill 
each month, or gifting a one-time do-
nation. During the last distribution of 
the Power of Change funds, a total of 
$93,000 was given to 22 diff erent orga-
nizations.
 Applications to receive funds must 
be submitted by 5 p.m. on Feb. 10, 
2022. Learn about the application 
process, guidelines for nonprofi ts and 
charities, and more at myrec.coop/
power-change.

Winchester Fire and Rescue 
Department off ering in-home 
life safety assessments, group 

presentations

 Th e Winchester Fire and Rescue 
Department’s (WFRD) Community 
Risk Reduction Division will begin of-
fering in-home life safety assessments 
and group presentations this month. 
Th e team will follow the National 
Fire Prevention Association’s (NFPA) 
Remembering When: A Fire and Fall 
Prevention Program for Older Adults
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guide that seeks to solve two problems 
common for seniors – fires and falls.  
 “One of the main purposes of the 
Community Risk Reduction Division 
is to prevent common incidents that 

require emergency medical or fire 
suppression services,” stated Deputy 
Chief Jeremy Luttrell, who leads the 
division. “Winchester has a growing 
and vibrant senior population. It’s 
important that we reach this group 
and help them to prevent falls and ac-

cidents that require extensive medical 
care, as well as reduce the risk of fire 
and related injuries that have a statisti-
cally greater effect on older people.”
 According to the NFPA, adults at 
age 65 are twice as likely to be killed or 
injured by fire compared to the general 
population; at age 75, they are three 
times as likely, and at age 85 are four 
times as likely. People 65 and older are 
also at increased risk of falls (making 
up 30% of all falls each year) which can 
lead to loss of mobility or even be fatal.
 To address this, members of the 
Community Risk Reduction Division 
will offer in-home life safety assess-
ments and group presentations. Dur-
ing and in-home assessment, the team 
will go through a checklist and identify 
areas in the home that serve as poten-
tial threats – such as misplaced throw 
rugs, cords, and other trip hazards - 
and help senior homeowners find so-
lutions. 

 Senior living facilities and organiza-
tions are encouraged to reach out to 
the WFRD to schedule group presen-
tations for residents and members. If 
you or someone you know needs an 
in-home life safety assessment, please 
contact the WFRD at winfrd@win-
chesterva.gov or call 540-662-2298.

DWR:  use caution when 
purchasing fishing and hunting 

licenses

 The Department of Wildlife Re-
sources (DWR) is urging all citizens 
looking to purchase a fishing or hunt-
ing license to only go through official 
DWR websites.
 Over the last few years, the De-
partment has noticed multiple online 
sites claiming to sell DWR fishing and 
hunting licenses. These sites will end 
up taking your money and sending 
you a fraudulent license, or worse, no 
license at all. DWR has taken appro-
priate actions against these compa-
nies and will continue to do so as they 
come to their attention. They appre-
ciate the public’s help in letting them 
know that these organizations are out 
there.
 The websites listed below are not 
affiliated in any way with the depart-
ment:
 vafishinglicense.com
 fishinglicense.org
 fishandgamelicenses.org
 recreationallicenses.org
 licenses.org
 hunting-license.org
 vafishingdwr.com
 vahuntingwildlife.com
 To purchase a license, there are only 
two official websites where fishing and 
hunting licenses can be purchased, 

gooutdoorsvirginia.com and dwr.vir-
ginia.gov. Licenses can also be pur-
chased on the Go Outdoors Virginia 
mobile app or at a local vendor.
 If you need more information, con-
tact DWR at 804.367.1000 or for gen-
eral questions, please email dwrweb@
dwr.virginia.gov

New bill aims to extend oyster 
collection season

By Meghan McIntyre
Capital News Service

 RICHMOND, Va. – A new bill aims 
to increase the state’s oyster collection 
season by an additional 30 days.
 Sen. Richard H. Stuart, R-King 
George, introduced Senate Bill 629, 
which extends the patent tong oyster 
taking season until March 31. The 
season currently lasts from Oct. 1 to 
March 1. 
 Patent tongs are large, claw-like 
machines that extract oysters. The de-
vices produce a larger yield compared 
to other harvesting methods like hand 
tongs.
 Approximately 15% of the total re-
ported public market oyster harvest 
in Virginia during 2020 was harvested 
using patent tongs, according to An-
drew Button. Button is the head of the 
Conservation and Replenishment De-
partment through the Fisheries Man-
agement Division, which is a part of 
the Virginia Marine Resources Com-
mission.
 The Agriculture, Conservation and 

Team Shenandoah Valley, Your BEST Move Yet!!
235 South Street • Front Royal, VA 22630

EEach O�  ce Independently Owned and Operated

SANDRA STRICKLER
DBA: SANDRA BROOKMAN REALTOR ®
540-671-0020

CRYSTAL ELLIOTT
540-671-5850 
teamshenvalley@gmail.com
www.TeamShenandoahValley.comwww.TeamShenandoahValley.com

Thinking of  selling? Want to know what your home is worth? 
Contact Us!! We offer a ‘no obligation’ market analysis for You! 
With 21+ years of experience, you can’t go wrong!!

540-635-7064

Got the Got the 
Computer Computer 

Blues?Blues?

We can help We can help 
with that!with that!

www.facebook.com/royaloakcomputers
www.royaloakcomputers.com

203 E. Main St.
Front Royal, Va.

(866) 491-9867
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES 12.31.2021

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. 
This offer expires Dec  31, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your 
dealer for details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

BRIEFS, from 15



Early February, 2022  •  Warren/Frederick County Report  •  https://wfcreport.com  •  Page 17

Natural Resources Committee recent-
ly approved the bill with 14 members 
voting yes and one abstention from 
Sen. Ghazala Hashmi, D- Richmond.
 Mike Hutt, executive director of the 
Virginia Marine Products Board, sup-
ports the extension. Workers in the in-
dustry often have to miss days of work 
because of bad weather, he said. This 
extension would provide workers with 
additional income and an increase of 
oysters in the market.
 “I don’t see any adverse effects, be-
cause with the supply and demand for 
oysters being so strong,” Hutt said. “It’s 
just a win-win.”
 The current law also states the com-
mission has the ability to set an alter-
native opening date for the season, no 
later than Nov. 1. 
 Chris Moore, senior regional eco-
system scientist at the Chesapeake 
Bay Foundation, is working alongside 
Stuart to add language to the bill that 
clarifies the commission has discre-
tion to set an alternative closing date.
 If the bill passes, the commission 
will still decide whether the season 
will be extended. The commission 
must first consider conditions of the 
oyster population and the impact of an 
additional 30 days of harvesting, But-
ton said. 
 During the meeting, Stuart said 
he plans to introduce an amendment 
to the bill on the Senate floor. The 

amendment clarifies the commission’s 
ability to close the season for areas 
where the condition of the oysters 
warrants the closure, Moore said. 
 Capital News Service is a program 
of Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity’s Robertson School of Media and 
Culture. Students in the program pro-
vide state government coverage for a 
variety of media outlets in Virginia.

Bill would train hotel employees to 
recognize human trafficking

By Joe Dodson 
Capital News Service 

 RICHMOND, Va. -- Legislators 
raised a few questions with a measure 
that would deploy hotel staff to help 
combat human trafficking. 
 The bill introduced by Del. Shelly 
A. Simonds, D-Newport News, was 
heard Thursday in a House subcom-
mittee. 
 House Bill 258 would authorize the 
Department of Criminal Justice Ser-
vices to create an online mandatory 
course to help hotel employees better 
recognize and report human traffick-
ing. 
 The bill would require employees 
to complete the training within six 
months of employment and become 
recertified once every two years. Si-
monds worked with representatives of 
the hospitality industry to clarify that 
staff employed when the bill goes into 
effect will need to complete training 
by the end of the year.
 “Our friends in law enforcement 
need folks in hospitality and everyone 
in the community to help combat this 

horrible problem,” Simonds said to the 
panel.
 Committee chair Del. William 
Wampler, R-Washington, asked to 
revisit the bill after questions were 
raised. 
 Del. Emily Brewer, R-Suffolk, re-
quested that an attorney look over the 
bill to determine whether the word 
hotel also encompasses motels, lodges 
and campgrounds, or if the bill should 
identify each individual lodging term. 
 Del. Carrie Coyner, R-Hopewell, 
echoed Brewer’s sentiment and asked 
if the bill could be amended to allow 
employees up to a year upon start of 
employment to complete the training 
rather than the proposed six months. 
Coyner said giving employees a year 
will help from having too many people 
cycling through the training at once 
due to staff turnover.
 Coyner said that her local police de-
partment does in person training with 

hotels on human trafficking and she 
is concerned the online option would 
prevent employees from getting “in 
depth” training. 
 Coyner asked Simonds to deter-
mine how different localities currently 
conduct training through law enforce-
ment. Simonds said she has been in 
close contact with the DCJS who she 
believes are in contact with law en-
forcement but that she would further 
communicate with DCJS on the bill. 
 Coyner also wanted clearer lan-
guage regarding how the DCJS would 
keep records of employees so that they 
would not have to complete the course 
again if they moved hotels and would 
know when the recertification process 
was due.
 Simonds said she remains optimis-
tic about the bill and will work on the 
suggested items.
 “The issues that people were bring-
ing up, I think we can work with,” Si-

monds said in an interview after the 
meeting. 
 Patrick McKenna, co-founder of 
the Virginia Coalition Against Human 
Trafficking, voiced support for the bill. 
It is important for hotel employees to 
understand “what they’re seeing and 
what to do when they see it” in order 
to help discourage trafficking, McK-
enna said.
 Legislators approved a bill last year 
requiring casino employees who deal 
with the public to complete a training 
course in how to recognize and report 
human trafficking. Simonds spon-
sored the legislation, which went into 
effect July 1. 
 Human trafficking is an ongoing is-
sue in the state that is nearly impos-
sible to quantify, according to a 2019 
DCJS report. The General Assembly 
has passed several bills in past years to 
combat the human rights issue. Legis-
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lators created a statewide Sex Traffi  ck-
ing Response Coordinator position in 
2019. Th e coordinator is tasked with 
creating an annual report for address-
ing sex traffi  cking in Virginia.
 Th e DCJS noted in its recent annual 
report that more funding and resourc-
es are needed for training. 
 Simonds is also working on a bill to 
add a common defi nition of human 
traffi  cking to the state code. 
 Capital News Service is a program 
of Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity’s Robertson School of Media and 
Culture. Students in the program pro-
vide state government coverage for a 
variety of media outlets in Virginia.

Shenandoah National Park releases 
details for Old Rag pilot project

 Shenandoah National Park will be-
gin a pilot project designed to improve 
the visitor experience and protect 
fragile natural resources at Old Rag, 
one of the Park’s most popular hik-

ing destinations. Th e pilot is intended 
to help the Park evaluate and possibly 
adapt to a permanent system in the 
future. Park management will share its 
analysis after the one-year trial.  
 Starting March 1, 2022 hikers who 
wish to use the Old Rag area (Sad-
dle, Ridge, and Ridge Access Trails) 
will need to obtain a day-use ticket 
in advance for visits March through 
November. Ticket availability will be 
limited to 800 per day. During the one-
year pilot, tickets will be $1.  
 A recent visitor-use and expec-
tations study indicated signifi cant 
crowding and congestion at Old Rag 
during certain times of the year. Th e 
study also revealed that most visitors 
agree that limiting users would im-
prove their experience and safety, and 
better protect the rare ecological com-
munities found on Old Rag.  
 Hikers must purchase their tickets 
before arriving via www.recreation.
gov. Tickets will NOT be available at 
the Old Rag fee station, and there is 
very little cell phone coverage in the 
area. Tickets may be purchased up 
to 30 days in advance and are valid 
for the day of arrival only. Although 
a total of 800 tickets will be available 
for each day, 400 will be released 30 
days in advance and the remaining 400 
will be released fi ve days in advance. 
A day-use ticket does not guarantee 
a parking spot and entrance fees still 
apply in addition to the day-use ticket. 
Tickets will become available on Feb-
ruary 1, 2022 at www.recreation.gov.

Virginia’s community colleges see 
enrollment increases in career and 

technical training

 Virginia’s Community Colleges saw 
an enrollment increase last fall in ca-
reer and technical training programs 
for Virginia’s highest demand fi elds. 
Fall 2021 enrollment data also reveals 
that students in G3 eligible programs 
are qualifying for and receiving greater 
fi nancial assistance, increasing access 
to the education and resources that 
leads to better job placement and life 
outcomes.
 From fall 2020 to fall 2021, the num-
ber of community college students in 
G3-eligible programs increased by 9%, 
and the total fi nancial aid awarded to 
students in those programs increased 

by 20%. Th ere is further good news 
within that data for the eff ort to re-
duce student debt: four out of every 
fi ve dollars being awarded to students 
in G3 eligible programs is non-loan 
aid, meaning that it does not have to 
be repaid.
 “What we’re seeing in the numbers 
is that there is a need across the com-
monwealth for fast, aff ordable, effi  -
cient, career-specifi c training and ed-
ucational programs – and this is what 
community colleges do best,” said 
Glenn DuBois, chancellor of Virginia’s 
Community Colleges. “With our ca-
reer and technical focus through G3 
and FastForward, we’re getting more 
students in the door to fi ll the high-
demand jobs that are waiting for the 
right candidate with the right set of 
specialized skills.”
 G3, which launched in July 2021, is a 
last-dollar tuition assistance program 
for low and middle-income Virginians 

focusing on early childhood educa-
tion, healthcare, information technol-
ogy, public safety and skilled trades. 
FastForward is short-term training 
that prepares learners for industry 
credentials in similar high-demand 
fi elds. Both programs are run through 
all 23 of Virginia’s Community Colleg-
es. Last fall, 26,179 students enrolled 
in G3 eligible programs. FastForward 
served an additional 6,836 students 
at the same time. Altogether, those 
33,015 students would be Virginia’s 
second biggest community college.
 Th e latest fi gures demonstrate how 
fi nancial assistance programs like G3 
and FastForward are working during 
uncertain times. According to a recent 
survey of FastForward completers 
who went through the program 2020-
2021, the average wage gains post-
training was $11,626. Breaking down 
the post-training wages by industry, 
signifi cantly higher wage gains were 

reported from education ($27,806), 
information technology ($19,403) and 
welding and manufacturing ($16,975) 
credentials.
 “Gone are the days when workforce 
and career and technical training are 
the lesser-than option. Th ese pro-
grams are leading to family-sustaining 
wages and are preparing individuals 
for positions that Virginia businesses 
are desperately looking to fi ll,” Sharon 
Morrissey, Virginia’s Community Col-
leges senior vice chancellor for aca-
demic and workforce programs, said. 
“Students are able to come to their lo-
cal community college for 6-12 weeks 
and earn what they need to get their 
foot in the door of a great career, and 
the longer the stay with us, the more 
credentials they earn to help move up 
the ladder – further solidifying their 
ability to work and comfortably live 
their lives.”
 For more information about G3 and 
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FastForward please visit www.virgini-
ag3.com and www.fastforwardva.org

Youngkin promotes unity, agenda 
at inauguration

By Tarazha Jenkins and Josephine 
Walker
Capital News Service

 RICHMOND, Va. -- Republican 
Glenn Youngkin was sworn in Satur-
day as Virginia’s 74th governor on the 
steps of the state Capitol. 
 The political newcomer and former 
private equity executive is the com-

monwealth’s first Republican governor 
since Bob McDonnell’s 2009 victory. 
 The commonwealth also made his-
tory in electing Republicans Winsome 
Sears as lieutenant governor and Jason 
Miyares as attorney general. They are 
the first Black woman and Latino man 
to hold statewide office, respectively. 
 “The people of Virginia just elected 
the most diverse leadership in com-
monwealth history,” Youngkin said in 
his inauguration speech. “Sending a 
message that Virginia is big enough 
for the hopes and dreams of a diverse 
people.” 
 Sears emigrated from Kingston, Ja-
maica at 6 years old. She made history 
in 2001 as the first Black Republican 
woman to win a House seat, and she 
did so beating out a Democratic in-
cumbent in a majority Black district.
 “It actually encouraged me to do 
what I wanted to do,” said Jeanette 
Harris-Robinson, who is originally 
from Jamaica. She traveled from Flori-
da to support Sears, who is her cousin.

 “I was a little bit afraid of actually 
moving forward because I want to run 
for [office in] the city of Florida, for 
my city,” Harris-Robinson said. “Com-
ing out here and seeing my cousin and 
looking at her -- it just opened up a 
whole new world.”
 The 30 degree weather didn’t im-
pact turnout. Roughly 6,000 people 
were expected to attend, many who 
dressed in their Sunday best to watch 
the inaugural ceremonies. 
 Dan and Debbie Robinson are small 
business owners who traveled to Rich-
mond from Prince George’s County to 
show their support. 
 “It’s been an interesting couple of 
years for running a small business,” 
Dan Robinson said. 
 “It’s nice to be a part of history as 
well,” Debbie Robinson added. 
 The Robinsons own ByreBarn, an 
animal auction website. The couple 
said they look forward to seeing how 
the new administration changes agri-
cultural regulations.

 “The governor seems very positive 
in all he says,” Dan Robinson said. 
“Hopefully he can work with a lot of 
people.”
 Youngkin will lead a divided gov-
ernment, with a slim majority of Re-
publicans in the House of Delegates 
and Democrats narrowly in control of 
the Senate. 
 “My fellow Virginians, the spirit of 
Virginia is alive and well,” Youngkin 
said. “And together we will strengthen 
it.”
 A parade with organizations ranging 
from law enforcement to STEM edu-

cation was held after the inauguration 
ceremony. The Virginia Union Univer-
sity choir performed a song they wrote 
for Youngkin, which touched on the 
theme of Virginia united to “rebuild 
and reimagine” the state’s future. 
 “Together we’ll renew the promise 
of Virginia, so it will be the best place 
to live, work and raise a family,” he 
said.
 Youngkin signed nine Executive 
Orders and two Executive Directives 
shortly after taking oath, ranging from 
public health to withdrawing from the 
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Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative. 
 The first order prevents the use of 
“divisive concepts” in education, in-
cluding critical race theory. Youngkin’s 
campaign centered on ending critical 
race theory in public education. The 
theory is not currently taught in K-12 
public schools but became a conten-
tious talking point during the guber-
natorial race. There will be a review of 
all policies to identify and end “inher-
ently divisive concepts.”
 The second order eliminates a mask 
mandate in schools. Youngkin also 
signed a directive eliminating the vac-
cine mandate for state employees. The 
moves were made a day after Virginia 
reported over 17,000 new cases of 
COVID-19. Richmond Public Schools 
Superintendent Jason Kamras stated 
shortly afterward on social media that 
the district would maintain its mask 
mandate. 
 The new governor has more planned 
in alignment with his campaign prom-
ises. 
 “It’s a new day in Virginia, but the 
work is only beginning,” Youngkin 
stated.
 Capital News Service is a program 
of Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity’s Robertson School of Media and 
Culture. Students in the program pro-
vide state government coverage for a 
variety of media outlets in Virginia.

Virginia State Parks Youth 
Conservation Corps accepting 

applications

 Over 200 opportunities available 
statewide
 Virginia State Parks is seeking quali-
fied candidates to fill Youth Conserva-
tion Corps (YCC) summer residential 
service opportunities across the state. 
Two three-week programs will be of-
fered this summer.
 YCC crews will assist Virginia State 
Parks staff with a range of operational 
projects including, but not limited to, 
trail maintenance, habitat improve-
ment, and campground construction 
and restoration. Room and board is 
provided to all YCC crew serving at 
Virginia State Parks.
 Applications for both crew leaders 
and crew members are being accepted 
for the following sessions:
 Session 1: June 19 – July 9, 2022 
(Leaders must arrive June 17)
 Session 2: July 17 – Aug. 6, 2022 
(Leaders must arrive July 15)

YCC Crew Members

 Crew members will gain valuable 
experience in trade skills and resource 
management. Ideal applicants for crew 
member positions are young adults 
14-17 years of age who have an inter-

est in environmental protection, the 
physical ability to work outdoors in 
all weather conditions and the desire 
to make a difference in the community 
they serve. Crew members who suc-
cessfully complete a three-week ser-
vice program will receive 120 service 
learning hours and a $500 stipend. 
Applicants for crew member positions 
are being accepted through March 14.

YCC Crew Leaders

 Crew leaders will supervise a group 
of 10 YCC crew members and work 
directly with park staff to complete a 
variety of projects. Upon completion 
of a three-week program, crew lead-
ers will receive a $1,800 stipend and 
$350 travel stipend. All crew leaders 
are required to attend training at Twin 
Lakes State Park June 13-16.
 For continuity of the service pro-
grams, crew leaders are encouraged 
to apply for both three-week sessions. 
Eligible crew leaders will be entering 
their junior year of college or equiva-
lent. Applications for crew leaders are 
being accepted until filled.
 Those interested can visit www.vir-
giniastateparks.gov/youth-conserva-
tion-corps to learn more and apply.
 Due to COVID-19, Virginia State 
Parks reserves the right to make 
changes to YCC programs to follow 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention guidelines.

DMV makes Virginia’s highways 
safer with new commercial vehicle 

tire technology

 More than 13,000 unsafe tires re-
moved from I-81 in first year of opera-
tion
 RICHMOND – Using innovative 
in-road sensors, the Virginia Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles (DMV) re-
moved 13,000 unsafe tires from com-
mercial vehicles traveling on Interstate 
81 in just one year. The technology, 
called Tire Anomaly and Classification 
System (TACS), enables weigh station 
technicians to identify commercial 
vehicles traveling with flat, missing, 
mismatched or underinflated tires and 
call the driver into the station to ar-
range for a repair.
 TACS was installed at the Stephens 
City Motor Carrier Service Center 
along Interstate 81 near Winchester in 
June 2020. An average of nearly 1,200 
unsafe tires are detected each month. 
This year, DMV will install the TACS 
technology, produced by International 
Road Dynamics Inc., to the Troutville 
Motor Carrier Service Center on I-81 
near Roanoke and the Alberta Motor 
Carrier Service Center on I-85.
 “DMV’s motor carrier service cen-
ters put the most innovative technol-
ogy to work to keep truck drivers - and 

all motorists - safe,” said Secretary of 
Transportation Shannon Valentine. 
“Bringing TACS on board is yet anoth-
er commitment toward innovative so-
lutions to make the Commonwealth’s 
roads safer.”
 “Tire blowouts can cause serious 
crashes. By detecting unsafe tires, 
most times before a truck driver even 
knows there is a problem, we can pre-
vent crashes from occurring and save 
lives,” said DMV Commissioner Rich-
ard D. Holcomb, the Governor’s High-
way Safety Representative. “The hard 
working folks at DMV’s motor carrier 
service centers take very seriously the 
role they play in keeping our highways 
safe; TACS gives them another tool 
with which to work.”
 DMV operates 13 permanent mo-
tor carrier service centers and 12 mo-
bile crews throughout the Common-
wealth. A typical motor carrier service 
center is staffed with size and weight 

compliance agents who weigh ve-
hicles, collect truck data and partner 
with the Virginia State Police to issue 
citations for non-compliance.

Scoping period open for 
DWR fishing, aquatic wildlife 

management and boating 
regulations

 The Department of Wildlife Re-
sources (DWR) is beginning its bien-
nial process for changing the regu-
lations guiding recreational fishing, 
aquatic wildlife management, and 
boating. New regulations will go into 
effect January 1st, 2023.
 Regulation changes have biologi-

cal, sociological, administrative, and 
economic implications. The Depart-
ment must assess these impacts in 
order to make the best possible de-
cision about regulation changes. To 
help the Department more thoroughly 
understand and assess your regulation 
change, please provide your thoughts 
on how your recommendation could 
impact fish populations, your recre-
ational experience, the recreational 
experience of anglers, the recreational 
experience of other outdoor users 
(hikers, campers, etc.), and the rec-
reational experience and perceptions 
of farmers, residents, motorists, and 
other citizens.
 This process offers the opportu-
nity for citizens to suggest potential 
regulatory changes directly to DWR 
during the scoping period, which will 
run from January 5th, 2022 through 
February 19h, 2022. All items sub-
mitted will be reviewed by DWR 
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staff , summarized and presented to 
DWR’s Wildlife and Boat Committee 
on March 23rd and the full Board on 
March 24th. Th ese presentations will 
occur at the DWR headquarters (7870 
Villa Park Drive, Henrico, Virginia).

 Items can be submitted to DWR on-
line at: http://dwr.virginia.gov/regula-
tions
 Or via mail at:
 Department of Wildlife Resources
 Attn: Fisheries Division - Scoping
 P.O. Box 90778
 Henrico, VA 23228-0778

DMV awards contract to operate 
Virginia’s Mileage-Based User Fee 

Program

Optional fee alternative will be 
available to drivers of electric and fuel-
effi  cient vehicles starting July 1, 2022
 Th e Virginia Department of Mo-

tor Vehicles (DMV) has awarded a 
contract to operate Virginia’s mileage-
based user fee program, which, begin-
ning July 1, 2022, will allow drivers of 
electric and fuel-effi  cient vehicles to 
pay a fee based on how many miles 
they drive instead of paying the set 
highway use fee.
 Th e selected vendor, Emovis, part of 
the Abertis Group, is a proven leader 
in the fi eld of mileage-based user fees, 
having previously been chosen to op-
erate similar programs for Utah and 
Oregon, and is a global transportation 
solution system provider.
 Virginia’s mileage-based user fee 
program was established during the 
2020 General Assembly Session. Th e 
adopted legislation created the high-
way use fee, which went into eff ect 
July 1, 2020, to ensure more equitable 

contributions to the Commonwealth’s 
highway system from users of elec-
tric and fuel-effi  cient vehicles. Th e 
mileage-based user fee alternative was 
included in the bill to begin two years 
later. 
 Th e mileage-based user fee is a 
voluntary option for eligible driv-
ers to pay their highway use fee on a 
per-mile basis in lieu of a fl at fee at 
the time of registration. Th e per-mile 
charges accumulated are capped at 
the equivalent of the highway use fee. 
 For more information on Vir-
ginia’s highway use fee, visit 
http s : / /w w w.dmv.v i rg in ia .gov/
vehicles/#highwayuse_fee.asp 
 Eligible customers will be able to 
enroll in the mileage-based user fee 
program beginning in the summer of 
2022, when it is time to renew their 
vehicle registrations.

Frederick County - Realigned 
Route 647 opens January 31

Improvement is Part of Route 277 
Reconstruction Project
 A newly constructed portion of 
Route 647 (Aylor Road) in Frederick 
County is scheduled to open to traf-
fi c Monday afternoon, January 31. 
Th e realigned section of Aylor Road 
is about a quarter-mile in length and 
is located between Route 277 (Fairfax 
Pike) and Route 1025 (Harmon Place) 
in the Stephens City area.
 Th e relocation shifts Aylor Road to 
the east so it aligns with Route 1085 
(Stickley Drive). Th is moves Aylor 
Road traffi  c away from the nearby 
intersection of Fairfax Pike and the 
Interstate 81 northbound ramps. Th e 
existing traffi  c signal at the intersec-
tion of Aylor Road/Route 1012 (Town 
Run Lane) and Fairfax Pike will be re-
moved on January 31.
 Drivers using Aylor Road or Stick-

ley Drive will have dedicated right and 
left turn lanes at the intersection with 
Fairfax Pike. Th e new section of Aylor 
Road will have a 10-foot shared-used 
path that is scheduled to open later 
this year.
 Th e realignment of Aylor Road is 
part of a nearly three-year construc-
tion project bringing improvements 
to Fairfax Pike and several intersecting 
roads. Th e ongoing project extends 
from just east of the I-81 exit 307 in-
terchange to just east of Route 641 
(Double Church Road). Th e project 
will increase traffi  c capacity, enhance 
operational safety, and improve the 
connectivity of the regional roadway 
system. 
 Motorists using Fairfax Pike and 
intersecting roads in the project area 
should be alert for lane or shoulder 
closures, temporary roadway closures 
and travel-lane shifts. Th e Virginia 
Department of Transportation urges 
motorists to drive defensively and 
obey work zone speed limits. Pedes-
trians should expect temporary side-
walk closures in some areas, and use 
extreme caution throughout the work 
zone. Drivers and pedestrians should 
be alert for construction equipment 
and personnel during daytime and 
overnight hours.
 When the project is complete, Fair-
fax Pike, Aylor Road, Stickley Drive 
and Double Church Road will have 
new water and sewer lines, improved 
stormwater drainage and reconstruct-
ed roadways. Fairfax Pike will be four 
lanes wide with a center median, a 
sidewalk and a shared-use path. Sev-
eral intersections will have new turn 
lanes and other improvements.
 VDOT’s Fairfax Pike project page, 
found at https://bit.ly/Rt277Improve-
ments, has additional details including 
design plans, traffi  c alerts and a video.
 Th e Commonwealth Transporta-
tion Board in May 2020 awarded an 
$18.2 million construction contract 
to General Excavation Inc. of Warren-

Now is the perfect time to get your cat and dog 
spayed and neutered!  Spay Today is our area’s non-
profit, reduced-priced spay and neuter program.  
(Office:  Charles Town, WV)  CHOOSE from MANY 
vets over a WIDE area! At the time of surgery, initial 
shots and tests can be obtained at lower rates.
Contact Spay Today: 
www.spay-today.org 
or call 304-728-8330

A+J’s Lawn Care

• Leaf Blowing • Mowing
• Weedeating • Low Rates!
We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174

Mowing and 
Landscaping

Great Rates   •   Quality Service

Serving the Shenandoah Valley 
& Outlying Areas for over 15 years

Conway Lawn Care, LLC

540-975-2313

 Treating that special someone in your life to 
a delicious meal can be done any time of the 
year, but is especially poignant and romantic 
on Valentine’s Day. Even though plenty of peo-
ple may be tempted to dish up gourmet fare, 
comfort foods can be equally appealing, espe-
cially on a cold February day.
 Soup can be both fi lling, tasty and custom-
ized with individuals’ favorite fl avors. Italian 
seasonings and ingredients are on display in 
this recipe for “Hearty Tuscan Soup” from 
“Season’s Best: Fast, Fun & Fabulous” by Th e 
Pampered Chef™ Test Kitchens. Try it for a 
satisfying Valentine’s meal for two or more.

Hearty Tuscan Soup
Serves 8

2 15-ounce cans reduced-sodium pinto 
 beans
1 tablespoon olive oil

8 ounces Italian turkey sausage (about 2 
 links), casings removed
1 large onion
1 medium sweet potato, peeled
4 garlic cloves
4 cups unsalted chicken stock or chicken 
 broth
1 14.5-ounce can fi re-roasted diced
 tomatoes, undrained
1 tablespoon Pampered Chef™ Rosemary 
 Herb Seasoning Mix
1⁄2 teaspoon black pepper
1 package fresh baby spinach leaves, washed 
 and dried
16 melba toast rounds
3 tablespoons shredded Italian cheese blend

 1. Drain and rinse pinto beans in a small col-
ander. Transfer half of the beans to a food pro-
cessor; process until almost smooth. Set aside 
both whole and mashed beans.
 2. Heat oil in a Dutch oven over medium 
heat 3 to 5 minutes or until shimmering. Cook 
sausage 4 to 6 minutes or until no longer pink, 
breaking into crumbles.
 3. Wedge onion, then chop. Cut sweet pota-
to into chunks, then coarsely chop. Add onion, 
sweet potato and garlic to Dutch oven; cook 
and stir 5 to 6 minutes or until onion is soft-
ened.
 4. Stir all beans, chicken stock, tomatoes, 
seasoning mix, and pepper into Dutch oven. 
Cover; bring to a boil over high heat. Reduce 
heat to medium; simmer, covered, 10 minutes.
 5. Preheat broiler. Remove Dutch oven from 
heat; add spinach. Cover; let stand 2 to 3 min-
utes or until spinach is wilted. Top soup with 
melba rounds; sprinkle with cheese.
 6. Place Dutch oven 2 to 4 inches from heat-
ing element. Broil 2 to 4 minutes or until crou-
tons and cheese are lightly browned. Ladle 
soup and croutons into bowls.

– https://wfcreport.com

A Valentine’s dinner to warm you up

See BRIEFS, 22
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ton, Virginia. Th e Fairfax Pike proj-
ect is funded by the SMART SCALE 
transportation prioritization program, 
and has a contract completion date of 
June 1, 2023. Substantial completion is 
scheduled for late 2022.
 All work is weather permitting.

Upcoming Parks and Recreation 
programs

 Karate Program: Th is program will 
encompass the usual stances, kick-
ing, punching techniques, stretch-
ing, weight lifting (2 to 4 lbs.), and an 
overall history and review of martial 
arts. Sensei Drago emphasizes the at-
titude of working with each other, not 
at each other. Th e program is held on 
Saturdays, January through March 
2022, at the Front Royal Karate Club, 
7 Kidd Lane, Front Royal, Virginia 
22630, from 12:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. 

for those ages 5 to 16. Th e cost of the 
program is $120.00 per participant 
for ten (10) consecutive classes. Th is 
program is ongoing and starts the 
fi rst week you register. 
 Mah Jongg “Players Club” - Play-
ers will enjoy several hands of Mah 
Jongg against skilled opponents. Th is 
club meets on Tuesdays, February 1, 
2022 through February 22, 2022 from 
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at the War-
ren County Health and Human Ser-
vices Complex Band Room, located 
at 465 W. 15th Street, Front Royal, 
Virginia 22630. Th e cost for the club 
is $8.00 per month prepaid or $3.00 
per day drop-in at the door. Players 
must bring their own league card. 
For more information about the Mah 
Jongg “Players Club”, please contact 
Deb Jones at (540) 252-4252.
 Piano Lessons: A fun and inspiring 
approach to piano and the basics of 
music so you can learn to read mu-
sic, play by ear, and be creative at 
the keyboard. Playing piano helps 
develop the life skills of discipline, 
goal-setting, and independent learn-
ing. Th ese lessons are for children 
and adults and will be held Monday 
through Th ursday, class time and 

cost varies. All classes are held at the 
Warren County Community Center, 
located at 538 Villa Avenue, Front 
Royal, Virginia 22630. For more in-
formation on available classes, fees, 
or to register, contact Barbara Stepp 
at barbara@skylinepiano.com or 
(540) 635-1919.  
 Justifi able Use of Force - Th e War-
ren County Parks and Recreation 
Department and Defensive Firearms 
of Virginia, LLC will be holding a Jus-
tifi able Use of Force course on Sat-
urday, February 19, 2022 from 9:00 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at the Warren County 
Community Center, located at 538 
Villa Avenue, Front Royal, Virginia 
22630. Th is course is open to anyone 
10 years of age and older; those un-
der 18 must be accompanied by an 
adult. Th is course deals with the laws 
of self-defense and the use of deadly 
force. Th rough this course, the stu-
dent will learn about the use of force 
in self-defense with hands, knives, 
and fi rearms. Th e cost is $35.00 per 
participant, and the course is limited 
to 12 participants. Pre-registration is 
required; registration deadline is Feb-
ruary 17, 2022. For more information 
about this course, contact Rex King 

at DFV357@yahoo.com. 
 Father-Daughter Dance - Make 
memories that will last a lifetime dur-
ing this special semi-formal event for 
fathers and daughters. Enjoy danc-
ing, professional photobooth photos, 
pizza, chocolate desserts, and much 
more. Th ey say a girl’s fi rst love is her 
father. Th is evening will allow dads to 
spend quality time with their daugh-
ters and show them how a gentleman 
should treat a lady. Th e dance will be 
held on Saturday, February 19, 2022 
at the Warren County Community 
Center, located at 538 Villa Avenue, 
Front Royal, Virginia 22630. Doors 
will open at 6:15 p.m., and the dance 
will be from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
Th is program is for daughters ages 
12 years and younger. Th e cost of the 
program is $30.00 for each couple; 
$10.00 for each additional daughter. 
Th is cost includes one commemora-
tive photo to take home. Th e dance 
is limited to 100 participants; pre-
registration is required. 
 Hip Hop for Kids - Th is class is de-
signed to teach kids basic movement 
skills in a jazz and hip hop class and 
have a lot of giggles while they learn! 
Th is class is perfect for someone who 
is not sure if they want to commit 
to a full year format in a traditional 
studio setting, but still want to dance! 
Th ere is no performance with such a 
short class period, but students will 
share a short combination at the end 
of the session. Classes will be held on 
Tuesdays, February 22, 2022, through 
March 29, 2022, from 6:35 p.m. - 7:20 
p.m. at the Warren County Health 
and Human Services Complex Band 
Room, located at 465 W. 15th Street, 
Front Royal, Virginia 22630. Par-
ticipants must be 6 to 10 years of 
age.  Minimum of four (4) partici-
pants needed to hold the class, with a 
maximum of twelve (12) participants. 
Th e cost of the class is $60.00 per par-
ticipant; registration deadline is Feb-
ruary 20, 2022. For more information 
regarding class instruction, please 
email zumba.lizi@gmail.com. 
 Little Movers - Little Movers is a 
fun-fi lled 30 minute class once a week 
created to get your little mover, mov-
ing! Th is class has a loose structure 
of learning basic ballet movements, 
playing movement games, and get-
ting that energy out all while making 
new friends! Participants will need to 
be able to follow along as best they 
can for their age group, and parents 
will need to be present throughout 
the course. Classes will be held on 
Tuesdays, February 22, 2022, through 
March 29, 2022, from 6:00 p.m. - 6:30 
p.m. at the Warren County Health 
and Human Services Complex Band 
Room, located at 465 W. 15th Street, 
Front Royal, Virginia 22630. Classes 
will be held on Wednesdays, Feb-
ruary 23, 2022, through March 30, 
2022, from 6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. at the 
Warren County Health and Human 
Services Complex Band Room, locat-
ed at 465 W. 15th Street, Front Royal, 
Virginia 22630. Participants must be 
2½ to 4 years of age.  Minimum of 
four (4) participants needed to hold 

the class, with a maximum of twelve 
(12) participants. Th e cost of the class 
per session is $40.00 per participant. 
Tuesday class, registration deadline is 
February 20, 2022. Wednesday class, 
registration dealine is February 21, 
2022. For more information regard-
ing class instruction, please email 
zumba.lizi@gmail.com.
 Ballet - Th is class is a wonder-
ful way for a child to experience the 
basics of ballet without a yearlong 
commitment. Participants will learn 
the basic structure of ballet along 
with building block movements that 
are the cornerstone of every dancer’s 
vocabulary. Th ere is no performance 
with such a short class period, but 
students will share a short combina-
tion at the end of the session. Classes 
will be held on Wednesdays, Febru-
ary 23, 2022, through March 30, 
2022, from 6:35 p.m. - 7:20 p.m. at 
the Warren County Health and Hu-
man Services Complex Band Room, 
located at 465 W. 15th Street, Front 
Royal, Virginia 22630. Participants 
must be 5 to 9 years of age.  Mini-
mum of four (4) participants needed 
to hold the class, with a maximum 
of twelve (12) participants. Th e cost 
of the class is $60.00 per participant. 
Registration deadline is February 21, 
2022. For more information regard-
ing class instruction, please email 
zumba.lizi@gmail.com.
 Gymnastics Classes - Th e Warren 
County Parks and Recreation De-
partment is currently accepting regis-
trations for its Gymnastics Beginner 
to Advanced II classes for children 
ages three (3) years and older. Each 
participant will be contacted by the 
Coordinator and will be assigned to 
the appropriate level based on his/
her skill assessment sheet. All classes 
will be held on Saturdays beginning 
March 26, 2022, through April 23, 
2022, at the Warren County Health 
and Human Services Complex Gym, 
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located at 465 W. 15th Street, Front 
Royal, Virginia, 22630. The cost of 
the class is $85.00 per child and in-
cludes the uniform; limit of 120 par-
ticipants. Registration will only be 
accepted through March 11, 2022, 
or until the limit of 120 participants 
is reached. Skill Assessment will be 
held on Saturday, March 12, 2022, 
from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 To see if any of these programs are 
eligible for online registration, visit 
us on the web at https://parksandrec-
reation.warrencountyva.net/
 Registration information for any 
of these programs can be obtained 
by contacting the Warren County 
Community Center, Monday through 
Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., eve-
ning and weekend hours may vary at 

(540) 635-1021. Please visit us on the 
web at https://parksandrecreation.
warrencountyva.net/

Samuels Public Library youth 
programming:  February, 2022

 These are the events being present-
ed by the Youth Services Department 
at Samuels Public Library during the 
month of February 2022.  More in-

formation about Samuels Library and 
the programs and services available 
can be found at www.samuelslibrary.
net or by calling (540) 635-3153.
 Winter Reading Club:  Warm blan-
kets, relaxing by a fire with your fa-
vorite book while the winds howl 
outside...this year’s Winter Reading 
Club theme is Keep Calm and Cozy 
On!
 As you read your favorite stories 
this winter, you will receive a prize 
each week. Pre-readers will listen to 
5 books each week to earn their prize; 
readers and teens need to read one 
book each week to earn a prize.
 Use Beanstack to log your books 
online, earn badges for books read 
and activities completed. You will 
also have access to themed guides 
for researching and enjoying topics 
of interest, write reviews to share 
with others, and see what other kids 
are reading this winter. Follow this 
link for more information on using 
Beanstack.
 Our programs will be highlighting 
all cozy and comforting things. Come 
in the library or enjoy some of our 
virtual programs found on YouTube 
or Facebook. Sign up starting January 
3rd in person or online.
 Tuesday, February 1st – 
 4:30PM Science Scouts. Come in 
on Tuesday afternoons for a time to 
explore the mysteries of the world 
through science!  In this weekly pro-
gram, we will investigate a different 
STEM-related topic each week. Our 
theme for this week’s club is Dancing 
Candy Hearts. We will learn about 
floating and density! For ages 6-11.  
Registration required.   
 Wednesday, February 2nd – 
 10:15AM Toddler Story Time.  
Bring your toddler to a potpourri of 
simple stories, fun songs, and a cute 
craft! Dogs: Man’s Best Friend will be 
the theme of our stories, songs and 
finger plays this week. Each child will 
receive a take-home craft kit.  For 
children up to 3 1/2 years of age. Reg-
istration required.
 11:00AM Preschool Story Time.  
Come in with your preschooler, aged 
3 1/2 to five, for an enjoyable hour 
filled with amazing tales, exciting 
sing-alongs, finger plays, and a nifty 
craft! Dogs: Man’s Best Friend will be 
the theme of our stories, songs and 
finger plays this week. Each child will 
receive a take-home craft kit.  Regis-
tration required. 
 Saturday, February 5th –
 2:00PM Art Therapy for Teens. 
During this session, we will learn how 
to make zines (short for magazine). 
Zines are mini DIY publications, of-
ten but not exclusively using comics 
or collages to convey a message. For 
ages 12-18. Registration required. 
 Monday, February 7th –
 11:00AM – Music & Movement 
for Babies & Toddlers. Join our re-
laxed and joyful time with our little 
ones as we incorporate music, be-
ginning yoga, and multisensory ac-
tivities designed to delight your baby. 
Registration required.
 Tuesday, February 8th – 

 4:30PM Science Scouts. Come in 
on Tuesday afternoons for a time to 
explore the mysteries of the world 
through science!  In this weekly pro-
gram, we will investigate a different 
STEM-related topic each week. Our 
theme for this week’s club is Moon 
Phases. For ages 6-11.  Registration 
required.   
 7:00PM Virtual Goodnight Sweet-
heart Storytime. Join Miss. Pattie for 
our special storytime in your jam-
mies. Bring your favorite buddy and 
get cozy!
 Wednesday, February 9th - 
 10:15 Toddler Story Time.  Bring 
your toddler to a potpourri of simple 
stories, fun songs, and a cute craft! 
Love will be the theme of our stories, 
songs, and craft!  For children up to 
3 1/2 years of age. Registration re-
quired.
 11:00 Preschool Story Time.  Come 
in with your preschooler, aged 3 1/2 
to five, for an enjoyable hour filled 
with amazing tales, exciting sing-
alongs, finger plays, and a nifty craft!  
Love will be the theme of our stories, 
songs, and craft. Registration re-
quired. 
 Saturday, February 12th – 
 2:00PM Discuss This. Are you in-
spired by good books, articles, mov-
ies, and art? Do you write, draw, or 
enjoy playing music? If so, join us as 
we discuss books and share our cre-
ations. For ages 12-18. Registration 
required. 
 Monday, February 14th –
 11:00AM – Music & Movement 
for Babies & Toddlers. Join our re-
laxed and joyful time with our little 
ones as we incorporate music, be-
ginning yoga, and multisensory ac-
tivities designed to delight your baby. 
Registration required.
 Tuesday, February 15th – 
 4:30 Science Scouts.  Come in on 
Tuesday afternoons for a time to 
explore the mysteries of the world 
through science!  In this weekly pro-
gram, we will investigate a differ-
ent STEM-related topic each week. 
This week’s theme is Make Drawings 
Float! We will learn about chemistry 
and polymers. For ages 6-11.  Regis-
tration required.  A virtual option is 
offered this week as well. 
 Saturday, February 19th –
 2:00 Hygge: Cozying Up in Winter. 
Learn about the Nordic art of “Hyg-
ge”, or finding ways to be cozy during 
the dark and cold parts of the year. 
We will be making decorative birch 
bark candle holders to add that spe-
cial cozy glow on dark winter nights! 
Ages 6-11. Registration required.
 Monday, February 21st – Library 
closed for President’s Day.
 Tuesday, February 22nd –
 4:30 Science Scouts.  Come in on 
Tuesday afternoons for a time to 
explore the mysteries of the world 
through science!  In this weekly pro-
gram, we will investigate a different 
STEM-related topic each week. This 
week’s theme is Invisible Ink! We will 
learn about chemical reactions. For 
ages 6-11.  Registration required.  A 
virtual option is offered this week as 

well. 
 Wednesday, February 23rd - 
 10:15 Toddler Story Time.  Bring 
your toddler to a potpourri of simple 
stories, fun songs, and a cute craft! 
Trees will be the theme of our stories, 
songs, and craft!  For children up to 
3 1/2 years of age. Registration re-
quired.
 11:00 Preschool Story Time.  Come 
in with your preschooler, aged 3 1/2 
to five, for an enjoyable hour filled 
with amazing tales, exciting sing-
alongs, finger plays, and a nifty craft!  
Trees will be the theme of our sto-
ries, songs, and craft. Registration 
required. 
 Saturday, February 26th –
 2:00PM Crochet. Have you ever 
wanted to learn to crochet? Now is 
your chance! Hang out with other 
crafty kids and learn to crochet, or 
level up the skills you already have! 
For ages 10-18. Registration required.
 Monday, February 28th –
 11:00AM – Music & Movement 
for Babies & Toddlers. Join our re-
laxed and joyful time with our little 
ones as we incorporate music, be-
ginning yoga, and multisensory ac-
tivities designed to delight your baby. 
Registration required.

Samuels Public Library adult 
programming:  February, 2022

 You can find and register for all 
library events on our website, samu-
elslibrary.net.
 Keep Calm and Cozy On: Adult 
Winter Reading - Winter reading 
isn’t just for kids! Check out Samuels 
Public Library’s 2021 Adult Winter 
Reading Program from January 3rd 
to March 1st. Cool programs and 
prizes for grownups. Programs in-
clude DIY crafts, cooking demonstra-
tions and more! There’s something 
for everyone this winter at Samuels 
Library! Register for the winter read-
ing program, for an opportunity to 
win awesome prizes, online through 
your Beanstack account or at the 
Adult Reference desk. Record each 
book you read online or ask refer-
ence staff to record titles for you. You 
will receive one entry in our biweekly 
drawing for every print, eBook and 
audiobook you record. You can also 
download free ebooks, magazines, 
videos and music on our website so 
don’t miss out!
 General Education Develop-
ment: In-person. Samuels Public 
Library is proud to host Lord Fair-
fax Community College’s General 
Education Development course. This 
course is every Tuesday & Thursday 
from 10:00 AM  to 12:00 PM (except 
on school holidays or closings) and 

Reese’s ad sponsored by:

A+J’s Lawn Care

We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174

• Mowing
• Weedeating
• Leaf Blowing
• Low Rates!

Tana Hoffman
Realtor, SFR, CMRS, CRS
Licensed in Virginia

540-671-1994
111 East King St. • Strasburg, VA 22657

www.sagerrealestate.com

Tito’s ad sponsored by:Neko’s ad sponsored by:

Spicewood Flats 
Boarding Kennels & Grooming

125 Spicewood Lane • Front Royal 

540-635-8979
spicewoodflats.com

Tito - 2 yr old male 
mixed breed. He is 
on the list of our 10 
longest residents and 
there’s no reason 
why! He’s one of the 
best behaved boys 
here! He keeps his 
kennel neat and tidy 
everyday. He walks 

AMAZING on a leash and makes a great running 
partner. He does need a home with no kids or cats 
and requires slow introductions, but he is worth it!

Kevin - 8 yr old male 
lab/pit mix. He’s al-
ways in a good mood 
and ALWAYS down to 
play with toys. Before 
coming to the shelter, 
he was an “outside 
dog,” so his new 
owner will need to 
be ready to help him 

adjust to indoor life, including potty training. Al-
though considered a senior he is very active and 
can pull a bit on leash. His ideal home is no cats,  
small kids and no small dogs.

With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. 
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!

Humane Society of Warren CountyHumane Society of Warren County
1245 Progress Dr, Front Royal, VA 22630  •  (540) 635-4734

The Humane Society of Warren County opened a low-cost spay and 
neuter clinic last summer and we have funding for families to cover 
the cost of spay and neuter if you cannot afford it. Applicants must 
be residents of Warren County and you can give the clinic a call for 
more info at 540-252-4028.

Kevin’s ad sponsored by:

Bentonville, VA • 636-2671
hillbillysjunkyard.com

Hillbilly’s Junkyard
Hillbilly has what you NEED!
4381 Stonewall Jackson Hwy

Reese - 2 yr old female 
mixed breed! She is GOR-
GEOUS! She is a shy and 
reserved young lady, but is 
a loyal and true best friend 
to her people.  She can be 
very anxious so a calm 
home with an experienced 
owner would be best.  We 
admire her progress over 
the last weeks. She’s 
opened her heart and found 

happiness in an unfortunate situation.  Let’s take 
it to the next level by getting her into a home!

Neko - 1.5 yr old male 
pit mix. He loves playing 
with his toys and his hu-
man friends at the shel-
ter. He is young, athletic, 
and energetic. He needs 
a home with no cats,  
dogs, no young kids. He 
has been working with 
the amazing trainers at 
Ridgeside K9, LLC and 

he is a superstar! Intelligent, handsome and play-
ful. A total package! Now, all he needs is a home!

See BRIEFS, 24
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is completely free. Let this course be 
the stepping stone to your success. 
More information on registrations 
dates and deadlines can be found on 
the LFCC website https://lfcc.edu/
adult-education/
 English as a Second Language 
Discussion Group: In-person. Sam-
uels Public Library is proud to host 
Lord Fairfax Community College’s 
English as a Second Language course. 
This is a conversational English lan-
guage class for adults whose primary 
language is not English. All skill levels 
are welcome. This group meets ev-
ery Tuesday & Thursday from 10:00 
AM to 12:00 PM. More information 
on registrations dates and deadlines 
can be found on the LFCC website 
https://lfcc.edu/adult-education/
 Groundhog Day on Groundhog 
Day - Join us on February 2nd from 
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM for a very special 
screening of “Groundhog Day” with a 
special twist! A raffle basket contain-
ing all sorts of movie and Groundhog 
Day related goodies will be up for 
grabs, and all that participants need 
to do to enter is watch the movie and 
play some bingo! All participants will 
earn one raffle entry simply by at-
tending the program. Extra entries 
can be won by playing “quote-a-long” 
bingo during the movie. Every “bin-
go” equals a raffle entry! The winner 
will be randomly selected and an-
nounced the day after the screening.
 Women’s Wellness Workshop 
2022: Virtual. Please join us Saturday, 
February 5th from 9:00 AM to 1:00 
PM for this completely virtual event 
jampacked with amazing presenters/
workshops from 21st Century Invest-
ing to Movement, Creativity, Nutri-
tion and so much more. Goodie bags 
with information, tools and of course 
goodies for the first 50 who sign up. 
Registration opens on Jan 5th. More 
information will be coming at www.
frontroyalwomenswellness .com. 
Sponsored by Valley Health and 
Friends of Samuels Library. The Front 
Royal Women’s Wellness Workshop 
is an annual free event hosted by The 
Front Royal Women’s Resource Cen-
ter and Phoenix Project.
 Genealogy Club: Hybrid, virtual 
and in-person. Interested in your 
family’s history? Already done exten-
sive research and wanna be able to 
share your finds? Join our virtual ge-
nealogy club where both novices and 
experts alike can come together and 
talk about different genealogy topics. 
This event will be held on Wednes-
day, February 9th at 6:00 PM.
 Bad Romance: Virtual. Do you 
consider yourself a hopeless roman-
tic? Are bad romances a guilty plea-
sure of yours? Can you quote every 
line from your favorite rom-com? 
Then you should join us Monday, 
February 14th at 6:00 PM for another 
special meeting of Bad Romance. In-
dulge us with your favorite romance 
books, movies, music or other media, 
and possibly discover new titles!
 Books & Beyond: Morning Dis-

cussion - In-person. Love talking 
about books? Join our adult book 
club where each month we discuss a 
different interesting read! This meet-
ing will be held Wednesday, February 
16th at 10:00 AM. This group meets 
every 3rd Monday and Wednesday 
of the month. Morning discussion is 
now in person at the library.
 Winter Reading Woodworking 
Craft - In-person. Join us on Satur-
day, February 19th at 10:00 AM to 
come and adorn and embellish this 

little “tool box” to help organize your 
desk or create a decorative center-
piece to warm up your space. We will 
supply the boxes, paints, hot glue, 
glittery gems, and more! But feel en-
couraged to bring your own materials 
and ideas!
 Library closing - Due to the Presi-
dent’s Day holiday the Library will be 
closed Monday, February 21st. The 
library will resume normal hours of 
operation Tuesday, February 22nd.
 Books & Beyond: Evening Dis-

cussion - Virtual. Love talking about 
books? Join our adult book club 
where each month we discuss a dif-
ferent interesting read! This meet-
ing will be held virtually on Monday, 

February 28th at 6:00 PM. This group 
meets on every 3rd Monday and 
Wednesday of the month.
 Send YOUR news to:

news@warrencountyreport.com

At Rural King we have an outstanding product mix with items such 
as livestock feed, farm equipment, agricultural parts, lawn mowers, 
workwear, fashion clothing, housewares and toys with Every Day Low 
Prices. Our friendly staff will help you fi nd whatever you’re looking for. 

FREE Coffee & Popcorn!FREE Coffee & Popcorn!
Rural King

465 South St. Front Royal, VA 22630
540-631-1740  •  ruralking.com

Open 7 days a week from 7am - 9pm

Apply Now at: careers.walmart.com
or Text “Jobs” to 240240

Why work at Walmart?
Training and Opportunity
• Walmart Academy training for career advancement
• More than 300,000 US associates promoted with higher pay in FY 2021
• More than 75% of salaried store management teams started as hourly
• As of March 2021, average US hourly wage was over $15.25 per hour

Education Benefi ts
• Associates have the opportunity to go back to school, paid for by Walmart
• Finish high school, earn a college degree or professional certifi cate

Health care and insurance options made affordable
• All eligible associates – both full- and part-time – have affordable options
• Medical plans starting at $30.50 per pay period
• Dental and vision plans and coverage for domestic partners is available
• Free access to nurse care managers and health care advisors
• Company-paid life insurance

Many other benefi ts including:
• 401(k) options from day 1 with 6% match after one year on the job
• Associate stock purchase plan with company match
• 10% discount on regularly priced general merchandise at Walmart stores
• Discounts on travel, cell phone services, entertainment and other goods
• Paid time off
• Maternal and parental leave and adoption benefi ts for salaried and full-time 
hourly associates who have worked at Walmart for at least 12 months

  See current bene� ts at careers.walmart.com

• Starting at $14-$16 per hour!
• Auto Care Center
• Fuel Station
• Stocking & Unloading
• General Merchandise
• Hourly Supervisor & Training
• Food & Grocery

• Cashier & Front End Services
• Stocking & Unloading
• Online Orderfi lling & Delivery
• Health & Wellness
• Deli/Bakery Team
• Asset Protection
• Meat/Produce Team

Winchester and Front Royal openings include:

Walmart #1406: 2350 S Pleasant Valley Rd Winchester
Walmart #3344: 501 Walmart Dr Winchester
Walmart #4514: 201 Maranto Manor Dr Winchester
Walmart #5105: 10 Riverton Commons Dr Front Royal

Walmart Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer – By Choice.
 Walmart Inc. participates in E-Verify.

Now hiring
Full time & part time positions available

apply at
MartinsFoods.com/careers
MARTIN’S is an equal opportunity employer.
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