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Take a stroll through a children’s book at the River Walk
Samuels Library, Parks and Rec, Rotary Club of Front Royal bring family friendly fun to Eastham Park

Lucy, Dalton and Leah are already showing their enthusiasm for The
Snowy Day book pages on Eastham Park’s Riverwalk.

The first page of The Snowy Day children’s book featured this winter at Eastham Park’s Riverwalk shows a boy
looking out at a huge snowfall in his neighborhood.

By Carol Ballard

Warren/Frederick County Report

On an unseasonably 52-degree winter’s day, more than
a dozen folks met at Eastham
Park on Wednesday, December

15 at 3:30 p.m. to watch Samuels Library Director Michelle
Ross cut the ribbon for a new
feature of the Riverwalk, the
result of her plan to bring a
StoryWalk to our town.
Several interested local peo-

Holiday Pottery and Art Sale
DEC 4TH THRU JAN 3RD AT THE GALLERY

Gallery

Holiday Pottery and Art Sale
501 East Main St, Front Royal, VA
facebook/exploreartandclay

ple who walk regularly on the
path, members of the Rotary
Club of Front Royal, Chamber
of Commerce, Parks and Recreation, Warren County Supervisors, and Samuels Public
Library attended the cheerful
event.
And as is usual in Warren
County, the mood was friendly
and gave folks a chance to talk
and catch up on their current activities. Several of them

spoke about how happy they
were to coordinate with each
other to bring this about.
The story installation consists of 20 weatherproof
wooden posts with framed
laminated pages from the children’s book The Snowy Day by
Jack Ezra Keats, with one page
on each post. It starts with the
first page at the playground at
the beginning of the Riverwalk
and goes to the end of the dog
park.
Ross said that she chose the
book after reading that the
New York Public Library did a
survey of all New York libraries
to find out which book was the
most checked out and found
that it had named The Snowy
Day as one of its Books of the
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Century and was number one
on their list of “Top Check
Outs of All Time.”
“I became familiar with it because of the Vermont news stories and it seemed a natural fit
for our community,” she began.
“We’ll see how this one goes
but we would love to expand it
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author and illustrator Ezra Jack
Keats. It features Peter, an African American boy, who explores his neighborhood after
the season’s first snowfall. Keats received the 1963 Caldecott
Medal for his collage artwork,
which made The Snowy Day
the first picture book with an
African American protagonist to win a major children’s
award.
“Peter, The Snowy Day’s protagonist, wakes up to the season’s first snowfall. In his bright
red snowsuit, he goes outside
and makes footprints and trails
through the snow. Peter is too
young to join a snowball fight
with older kids, so he makes a
snowman and snow angels and
slides down a hill. He returns
home with a snowball stashed

Members of the Rotary Club of Front Royal, Chamber of Commerce, Parks and Recreation, Warren County Supervisors, and Samuels Public Library attended an event where Samuels Library Director Michelle Ross cut the
ribbon for a new feature of the Riverwalk, the result of her plan to bring a StoryWalk featuring a children’s book
to our town.

to other trails and areas. It’s a
favorite wintery children’s tale,
perfect for this time of year.”
People who frequent the walk
have commented that it is a
welcome addition to their daily

routine.
“The new Warren County
StoryWalk supports literacy,
family fun and outdoor adventure,” Ross added.
According to a media release

Warren County Parks and Recreation Department

Pictures with Santa!

Sunday, December 19, 2021: 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
• Come join the staff of Warren County
Parks and Recreation and get your picture
taken with the North Pole’s jolliest elf,
Santa!

from Samuels Library’s Melanie Mullinax, “StoryWalk was
created by Anne Ferguson of
Montpelier, Vt. And StoryWalk
programs have been installed
in 50 states and 13 countries.
So Warren County has officially joined the National Club
of Story Walk.
The following is an excerpt
from a description of the book:
“The Snowy Day was written
and illustrated by American

in his pocket. Before he goes to
bed, Peter is sad to discover the
snowball has melted. The next
day, he wakes up to tons more
falling snow. With a friend, he
ventures outside again.”
In the last page, he is entering
a mountain of snow, the kind of
snowfall that hasn’t been seen
in Warren County in the last
few years.
Warren County Supervisors
Chair, Cheryl Cullers, commented, “It’s a gorgeous walk
and now reading and walking
have been added, engaging
children to read and make a
game out of it.”
President of the Rotary Club
of Front Royal, Katie Tewell, in
a previous interview released
by the library, said, “The Rotary
See COMMUNITY, 4
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will bring the snow!”
Warren County’s Parks and
Recreation Director Dan Lenz
attended the ribbon-cutting, as
well.
“I’m super excited for the
community and the youth,” he
said. “Also, with the partnership with the library and Rotary. Some of our staff came
up with Michelle and Katie and
measured out the distance between the posts. It’s 100 feet
apart, with 20 stations. Other
places have them closer to-

Club of Front Royal is thrilled
to be able to support this interactive literacy program with
support from the Rotary District Grant. What a great opportunity to get families reading and enjoying the wonderful
outdoor spaces in our beautiful
community. We know children
and families will enjoy this new
program.”
And at the event she joked
hopefully, “Maybe this book
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• Over 20 Vendors
• Holiday Decor
& Homemade Gifts
• Holiday Treats & Desserts
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• Kids Carnival Rides
• Games
• Fair Food!

Drive Thru Park

Admission $25 PER CAR LOAD
Features over 40 Holiday Light Scenes

Special Family Night

Thursday Nights - $5.00 Off Per Car
“Open Every Night The Week Before Christmas - 5PM-8PM”
Visit our website at www.christmasinthevalleyva.com

Support for Christmas in the Valley provided by:
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477-H South St. Front Royal
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Special Thank You To The Town Of Woodstock
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gether, but we wanted it spread
out. This combines education,
activity and nature all in one.”
Lenz also approved the idea
that folks who bring their children can pick up the craft activity at the library shown at
the end of the walk.
The staff of parks and rec
installed the kiosks and Ross
and members of her staff filled
them with the laminated pages.
Of the 20 stops along the way,
16 of those hold pages from the
book.
The others include library
information about “Tumble
Books,” which are animated,
talking books for kids; a QR
Code to scan inviting partici-

pants to share their experience
of the story walk with a short
survey and information that a
“themed” take-home craft kit
would be available while supplies last for folks to pick up at
the library.
“We’re very excited about
the partnership that brought
this together,” Mullinax said.
“It speaks well for the community that the three groups got
together. It’s only been up for
three days now, but we’ve gotten calls and comments from
people who regularly walk on
the path and have come to the
library right away after seeing
the book.”
Ross said that the books will

be changed seasonally, every
four months, but the titles
haven’t been decided upon yet.
“We’re always open for suggestions, though,” she said.
She added that there will be
an even bigger Grand Opening
in January with family activities
after the holidays but wants
everyone to know the walk is
available to start enjoying now.”
Samuels
Public
Library
brings people, information and
ideas together to enrich lives
and build community. A 501(c)
(3) organization, last year the
library added more than 10,000
new books, media and digital
resources including Laptops
and mobile Hotspots for lend-

ing, checked out nearly 350,000
books, electronic and digital
services and answered 13,433
questions while continuing to
provide essential computer access, wireless service and pub-

lic meeting spaces for the community. To learn more, visit
www.samuelslibrary.net or call
(540) 635-3153.
– carol@areaguides.com

Happy Holidays!!
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Town Attorney resigns weeks after confidential report released
Local citizen angry after Planning Commission Vice-chair said she was drunk at a meeting

Front Royal Town Attorney Douglas Napier has resigned his post effective
December 31, 2021.

Front Royal Police Corporal Anthony Clingerman and Officer Zach Wallace calmly speak with Hubbard.

By Thomas Sayre
Warren/Frederick County Report

Just weeks after the release of
an investigative report by Front
Royal Town Attorney Douglas
W. Napier for the Front Royal

Planning Commission marked
“CONFIDENTIAL,” Napier has
announced his resignation effective December 31, 2021.
As previously reported by W/
FCR, Napier had said a subdivision application from Mayor

Eckankar Presents -

Sing HU and discover:
A key to open your heart, and
Experiences of peace and calm

Chris Holloway was personally
expedited by Town Manager Steven Hicks.
“In this case, it is clear from all
staff reports that the Town Manager in effect, personally “carried
the ball” for Mr. Holloway’s appli-

cation by the Town Manager himself making sure that the Planning
and Public Works Departments
and their staffs knew that the
Town Manager was overseeing
the resubdivision application
for Mr. Holloway, and the Town
Manager wanted this application
expedited as quickly as possible,”
wrote Napier.
“The Town Manager himself
fast-tracked the application and
its approval in such a way that the
resubdivision plat was approved

Mountain
Mystic
Trading Company

www.eckankar.org -or- www.thesoundofsoul.org
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Like us on
Facebook!

Family owned and operated since 1993

OPEN Thursday thru Monday, 10-5

** CHRISTMAS SALES! **
** SELECT AFTER-CHRISTMAS ITEMS **

We have street parking available
and more available around back
email: mainstreetclassicsLLC@hotmail.com • 540-508 -0331

5441 Main Street • Stephens City VA

Thank You for your
support in 2021!
Wishing you a Merry
Christmas and a
joyous New Year!!

Closed weekends for Family Time!

Antiques, Collectibles, Furniture,
Home Goods and Keepsakes

Lots of affordable items available
32 vendors - about 6,000 sq ft!

WE CARE FOR MORE THAN JUST
YOUR CAR…WE CARE ABOUT YOU!

Open M-F 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Virginia Satsang Society, Inc., a Chartered Affiliate of Eckankar

M

by the Interim Planning Director

Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry, chimes,
rock and mineral specimens, books, Tarot & Oracle cards, greeting
cards, journals, tapestries, candles, incense, fragrance and essential oils,
stickers, and so many more one of a kind items!

215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318
Open Thur. – Monday 12-5

www.autocareclinic.com
Located off 522 North
6768 Winchester Road
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 635-BILL (2455)

www.autocareclinic.com
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Front Royal Town employee William “Billy” Sears (5th from right) retires after working 36 years.

Local citizen Stevi Hubbard is angry because Connie Marshner, Vice-chair
of the Front Royal Planning Commission said Hubbard was drunk at a
previous Town planning commission meeting.

(Chris Brock) on the spot, as soon
as it was presented to him by the
Town Manager, in the presence of
Mr. Holloway.
“Because the resubdivision application was to include a private
street, Town Code requires that
a special exception be granted by
Town Council. … Because the Interim Planning Director felt there
was at least an implicit pressure
to sign the resubdivision plat as
soon as it was presented to him-it was presented to him by his
boss--the Town Manager, in the
presence of the Mayor, the Interim Planning Director did not
feel he had the time, nor did he
take the time, to review the Town

Code to be certain the correct
Town Code procedures were being followed,” Napier states.
“It was only after the current
Planning Director was hired,
when she discovered that the special exception requirement was
not followed, that this matter was
begun to be brought to a head,” he
concluded.
Lauren Kopishke, director of
the town’s Planning and Community Development Department stated that Holloway submitted a subdivision plat on
either the 29th or 30th of June.
He recorded it at the courthouse
on July 7. He submitted the subdivision plan on the 29th of July,
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CRYSTAL ELLIOTT
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www.TeamShenandoahValley.com

Team Shenandoah Valley, Your BEST Move Yet!!
235 South Street • Front Royal, VA 22630
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
E

476 North Main St.

my time here. It has been an interesting experience for me. I
turned 70 years old in September
and it is time for me to move on. I
have lived in Front Royal or Warren County since I was four years
old. Other than my wife and family, this community has been the
love of my life. I have dedicated
my life to it and it’s bittersweet.
“So I appreciate the opportunity to work for this community. I
feel that it is time for me (to retire
and) I will continue to follow what
is going on. I will miss the opportunity to work for the public as an
attorney (44 years), but I will still
continue to serve the community
in other ways,” Napier concluded.
Napier had worked as the County
of Warren’s attorney for a long
time prior to resigning that position and going into private practice and then later being hired by
the town on November 1, 2011.
Interestingly, Blair Mitchell
switched from Front Royal Town
Attorney to the County of Warren in January 2007 to replace
Napier, and then after the resignation of Town Attorney Tom

WOODSTOCK 540-459-2655

See TOWN, 8

390 East King Street, Suite 6

Pacific Landscaping LLC

and it was approved by staff on
the 30th of July. Then the permits were issued on the 30th of
July. On August 4th is when he
officially submitted the special
exception application for the private street.
Kopishke said that private
streets need to be approved by
the town council prior to the subdivision plat being recorded. She
noted this on her second day at
work on the job.
Two town retirements
On the December 13 council agenda was the retirement of
long-time employee Sign Tech

in the Streets Division of Public
Works William “Billy” D. Sears,
after 36 years working with the
town. Sears was lauded for his
service to the people and he said,
“I have really enjoyed my time
here.”
Not on the agenda was the
retirement or resignation of
70-year-old Napier as the town
attorney effective December 31,
2021. It was a surprise to many
people. Apparently, there was a
closed session about three weeks
prior wherein Napier’s continuation as the town attorney was
discussed and a consensus was
reached not to retain Napier.
Napier stated, “I have enjoyed
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TWO Locations!

WOODSTOCK

(former Ben Franklin Store)

(Beside Blue Ridge Hospice Thrift Shop)

STRASBURG 540-465-2655

STRASBURG

Three Generations, Two Locations, One Goal
Have a THRIFTY CHRISTMAS this year by shopping at a LOCAL Family Owned Business.
You can get quality and unique items at great prices while also helping out our consignors
which are your friends, neighbors and many local charities put money in their pockets.
We are Upscale Consignment Stores where HALF of the Inventory in the Stores are 25%,
50%, 75% & 90% OFF EVERY DAY at BOTH the WOODSTOCK & STRASBURG Stores.
We are a unique and fun place to shop and are one of the largest Consign & Thrift
Stores located in the State of Virginia. Now accepting Consignments and Donations.

Both stores are Open Mon-Wed 9-6
Thur, Fri & Sat 9-7 and Closed Sunday
Check out our Facebook Page for
Weekly Updated Pictures & SALE Information

Call us for a free quote:

• Fence Repairs
• Fence and Deck Staining/Painting
• Retaining Wall (stone, brick, and
block)
• Concrete Stamps
• Fire Pits
• Paver Patios
• Gardening Services (mulching,
flowerbeds, edging, etc.)

Serving Frederick and surrounding counties

(540) 313-2721
pacificlandllc@gmail.com
We are licensed and insured!
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Robinett effective July 19, 2011,
Napier was retained.
The council, at the meeting, appointed members to the new
Front Royal Economic Development Authority and the Environmental Sustainability Advisory
Committee.
Nick Bass, local town citizen
newly appointed to the town’s
EDA, said he wanted to hopefully
bring agriculture business and
tourism to the town and county,
and bring in more of a sustainable future. He hopes to attract
people who already love the natural beauty that already exists here.
He also wants business opportunities for people and to see the
growth of the downtown and the
area surrounding it.
W/FCR front and center
At the Front Royal Town Council meeting on Monday, December 13, Matthew Tederick came
up to the podium to speak as a
private citizen just days after leaving the town’s payroll on December 8.
“I am going to begin by reading some quotes out of the Warren Report (Warren/Frederick
County Report) in the November
21 edition,” he said.
Tederick spoke from the 13:25

minute mark and ended at the
22:39 minute mark on the town’s
official web site video of the
meeting, a total of 9 minutes and
14 seconds. Tederick started with
quoting local citizen Stevi Hubbard and finished by quoting local
citizen Kris Nelson in the story.
Tederick read quotes that were
from what Hubbard had written on a public Facebook site a
few days before the release of the
confidential report. He also quoted Nelson on the same public
Facebook site. Nelson made additional comments to this reporter
in the story and Tederick used
those quotes as well.
Nelson stands by her comments

person that he was going to be
receiving a copy of it. I asked him
later if he had a copy of the report. He did not respond to that
in a text message.
“It was the next morning (Saturday). He said I (Mabe) didn’t respond because I can’t talk about
that in my text messages. So, I
said ‘okay.’” Nelson said she was
with Mabe on the Friday morning
(October 29) having coffee and he
(Mabe) said “I have to leave here
at 10:30 because I am getting the
report. Darryl (Darry Merchant,
Front Royal Town Planning Commission member) is leaving it for
me under a newspaper at the Daily Grind. That was face to face.”

Nelson stated that Mabe later
texted her and said, “I did find
that newspaper article. A (sic) it
(sic) interesting. More on it later.”
(spelling errors are in the text
message). Nelson said that Mabe
told her he wrote the text message
that way because it could be [subject to release under] FOIA.
Tederick also spoke at the Warren County Board of Supervisors
meeting on Tuesday morning,
December 14, and Nelson said
that Tederick was right when
he looked at Mabe at the board
meeting Tuesday morning and
called him out.

$35.00 Per Person Plus Tax
Cash Bar will be available

By PREPAID Reservation Only

On Eventbrite or by phone

View Menus on Eventbrite or
shenandoahvalleygolfclub.com

540-635-3588
rsayen@svgcgolf.com

134 Golf Club Cir, Front Royal, VA 22630

8.99

300 count. 2 x 150 lights. Clear
color string to string light set. 34’ lighted
length.

Shenandoah Valley Golf Club
Tuesday Evenings
Through February 22, 2022
in the SVGC Ball Room
6:00 pm till 8:30 pm
Doors Open at 5:30 pm
CHEF INSPIRED DINNER
Enjoy learning how the night’s meal
is prepared by our Executive Chefs

Mabe responded by text message and we also spoke by telephone and Mabe went on the record with the following response,
“At this time, I ‘Do Not’ have any
comment or quote because there
is so much flying around that it
is confusing. So much hearsay,
so much speculation about a report that was not even released
to the public except by the Town
Manager. So much that has been
already stated and they have admitted was in part just conversation that they were not even a
direct part. I made my decision
to NOT have a run at Mayor be-

Holiday wonderland

By telephone Nelson was informed that some people were
questioning what she said.
Nelson said, “I stand by my
comments to you (this reporter)
and it is 100% accurate.” Nelson
also said she heard Walt Mabe,
Warren County Board of Supervisor, tell Hubbard on the phone
that he had the report but he had
not read it and didn’t know what
to do with it. He said he wasn’t
going to run for mayor and he
promised Hubbard that he would
place it in the hands of someone
who would know what to do with
it.
Nelson said, “Walt told me in

Dinner with the Chef

Mabe responds

• Christmas Wreaths
• Garlands
• Bows
35% OFF

Christmas
Trees
40% OFF

Sa

BERRYVILLE HARDWARE
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©2021 True Value® Company. All rights reserved.

Find the right products for your project at your local True Value®
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fore the report was even known
about. So that info or part of the
reporting was just wrong. I expect
the media to report on fact if at
all possible and not just hearsay.
I too am a Town resident and am
concerned with what happens in
the Town and County. Do I have
any comment, no. The report has
been released by the Town Manager and everybody has had the
same opportunity to see it and
read it and form their own opinion.”
Hubbard demands apology
Hubbard appeared at the Town
Planning Commission meeting
on Wednesday evening (December 15) after she said she received
phone calls from Matt Tederick
and Latasha Thompson that Connie Marshner, Vice-chair of the
Town Planning Commission had
publicly stated on the record from
the podium that “I don’t know
those two women [Hubbard and
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-877-636-7566
The bathroom of your dreams for
as little as $149/month! BCI Bath
& Shower. Many options available.
Quality materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military Discounts Available. Limited Time Offer
- FREE virtual in-home consultation
now and SAVE 15%! Call Today!
1-866-491-9867
Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30
DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-932-2109
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift
Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today! 1-888-4763207
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
Coverage for 350 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-844-8526401
www.dental50plus.com/14 #6258

Nelson] except that they showed
up here at the meeting [the Town
Planning Commission meeting
on November 17] in an advanced
state of intoxication one night.
The night that story was written,
but that is all that I know. So it
can’t be taken as the gospel.”
That is not exactly right that
the story was written on that
night. As previously reported,
some of the content came from a
public Facebook site for most of
Hubbard’s comments and some
of Nelson’s that were stated days
before the Commission meeting.
Hubbard stated to the Commission, speaking to Marshner,
“You have never seen me highly
intoxicated. And I am going to
speak because you just slandered
me on public television and said
that you saw me somewhere intoxicated. You have never seen
me intoxicated a day in my life.”

Looking to List or
Buy? Call Me Today!!

Melanie Hamel
Associate Broker • ABR, GRI, CRB, ePro

540-671-3369

mhamelbroker@gmail.com
www.melaniehamel.com

Licensed in Virginia and West Virginia

824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

Speaking to Darryl Merchant,
Planning Commission member,
Hubbard said in part, “And Darryl, you allowed this woman to
malign my character to protect
you. I can certainly get my call log
and prove that you did indeed call
me. And you know everything
that I am saying is true, and instead of you being honorable and
just saying, ‘you know what, this
is what I did, and this is why I did
it,’ you are going to let this woman
act like I am an intoxicated drunk
that came to the meeting?”
Marshner then said, “You (Hubbard) are out of order.”
And Hubbard said back to
Marshner, “You (Marshner) are
out of order.” Hubbard then demanded a public apology and said
she would accept a public apology. Marshner refused to do so.
Hubbard said she was not intoxicated and that Marshner has
never seen her drunk in a day of
her life and that she was now angry and absolutely wanted the police called.
Hubbard stated, “Call them.
That is what you want to do, you
want to lie about me and call me a
drunk, and then have me arrested
for asking you for an apology. Do
it ma’am. Do it. I’ll wait.”
The Front Royal Police were
called, and Corporal Anthony
Clingerman and Officer Zach
Wallace appeared to talk with
Hubbard. After calmly speaking with Hubbard for some time,
Hubbard calmly left and the
meeting continued.
On the phone Hubbard said she
is calling for the resignation of
Marshner and plans to meet with
Steven Hicks, the Front Royal
Town Manager.

voicemail and text message and
stated via text message Thursday morning that “When I approached you after the last
meeting [the Town Planning
Commission meeting last November 17], there was an unmistakable odor of alcohol coming
from the women who were [near]
you. If Ms. Hubbard was not the
source of that odor, then I certainly apologize to her.”
Hubbard responded that “David
Silek [attorney] has been retained
by me and he is sending a letter to
Marsher and the Town demand-

ing a public apology in the same
manner in which she [Marsher]
defamed my character and her
resignation.” Hubbard said if this
is not followed through, she plans
to file a lawsuit.
This reporter called and left
a voicemail and sent text messages to Darryl Merchant for any
comment to Stevi Hubbard’s,
Kris Nelson’s or Matt Tederick’s
comments. Merchant has not returned my calls nor responded to
my text messages as of print time.
– tom@areaguides.com

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year!
FROM

ALL

OF

US

AT

Marshner (sort of) apologizes
Marshner responded to my

Shear Elegance Pet Boutique

Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! Happy Holidays!
Saturdays
From all of us at Shear Elegance!
Pics with Santa $10

Dec 11th & 18th
10am - 3pm

All proceeds go to
Warren County
Humane Society
We give your pets the
Love, Care & Respect
they deserve
540-622-8085

www.ShearElegancePetBoutique.com
918 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal (in front of UPS)

540-636-2008
973 BUCK MOUNTAIN ROAD | BENTONVILLE, VA 22610

WWW.HIDDENSPRINGSSENIORLIVING.COM

Page 10 • Warren/Frederick County Report • Late December, 2021

INDICTMENTS
2021 November Indictments
Erica Lynn Payne
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
that: on or about June 5, 2021,
in the County of Warren, Erica
Lynn Payne, 41, of the 9200
block of Devonshire Ln., Marshall, VA 20115, did unlawfully
and feloniously, knowingly and
intentionally possess a controlled substance, to-wit: Cocaine listed in Schedule II of
the Drug Control Act.
Nathan Douglas Wilkins
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
that: on or about July 2, 2020,
in the County of Warren, Nathan Douglas Wilkins, 29, of

the 200 block of Northern Spy
Dr., Linden, VA 22642, did unlawfully and feloniously, knowingly and intentionally possess
a controlled substance, to-wit:
Etizolam listed in Schedule I or
Schedule II of the Drug Control Act.

Jay Louis Edwards
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
that: on or about December 8,

2020, in the County of Warren, Jay Louis Edwards, 55, of
the 200 block of Fletcher St.,
Front Royal, VA 22630, did un-

lawfully and feloniously drive a
motor vehicle while his license
was revoked and such revocation was based on at least one

Holly Ann Richardson
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
that: on or about January 23,
2021, in the County of Warren,
Holly Ann Richardson, 37, of
the 100 block of Howellsville
Rd., Front Royal, VA 22630,
did unlawfully and feloniously
possess with the intent to distribute a Schedule II controlled
substance; to-wit: Methamphetamine.

Call me now for your Free
Home Report and learn the
benefits of working with me!
540-450-6855

Rocco Christoff

10780 Parkridge Blvd, Suite 80
Reston, Virginia 20191
540-450-6855
roccochristoff@hotmail.com

I am based here in Stephens City and
offer many incentives other Realtors do
not to save buyers and sellers money!

Douglas Harold, Jr.
Attorney at Law

BANKRUPTCY

No one wants to file for bankruptcy,
but when there is no alternative…I can help.
(Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Only)
Stop Garnishments, Collection Activities and Lawsuits.

Introducing Our New Memory Care Unit
Please call us today to schedule your in-person tour of our
beautiful Assisted Living and Memory Care Community. Quality
healthcare for your loved one at a price you can afford.
Please check us out on Facebook or on our website at: shenandoahsl.com

(Under Federal Law we are defined as a Debt Relief Agency.
We help people file for Bankruptcy Relief under the Bankruptcy Code)

DIVORCE

Specializing in Uncontested Divorce • Rapid Service - Quick Results

Serving the Northern Shenandoah Valley
Free Initial Telephone Consultation
35 Years Experience
• Reasonable Fees •
douglasharoldjr@yahoo.com

1114 Fairfax Pike, Ste 10
White Post, VA 22663

(540) 869-0040

Shenandoah Senior Living
103 Lee Burke Road
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-635-7923
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conviction of an offense committed after July 1, 1999, and
this violation being a second or
subsequent violation.
Jennifer Nicole Gant
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
that: on or about December
24, 2020, in the County of
Warren, Jennifer Nicole Gant,
36, of the 700 block of Warren
Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630,
did unlawfully and feloniously
knowingly and intentionally
possess a controlled substance,
to-wit: Fentanyl classified in
Schedule II, not obtained directly from, or pursuant to, a
valid prescription or order of a
practitioner while acting in the
course of a professional practice, or not authorized by the
Drug Control Act.

Sinda L. Reifel
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
that: on or about April 3, 2021,
in the County of Warren, Sinda
L. Reifel, 49, of the 200 block
of Cloud St., Front Royal, VA
22630, did unlawfully and feloniously, knowingly and intentionally possess a controlled
substance, to-wit: Eutylone
listed in Schedule I of the Drug
Control Act.
Dequante Christopher
Freeman
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
that: on or about August 5,
2021, in the County of Warren,
Dequante Christopher Freeman, 49, address unknown,
did unlawfully and feloniously
and maliciously wound or by
any means cause bodily injury

to Gary Bell, with the intent to
maim, disfigure, disable, or kill.
Matthew Scott Jones
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
that: on or about July 11, 2021,
in the County of Warren, Matthew Scott Jones, 36, of the
6600 block of Winchester Rd.,
Front Royal, VA 22630, did
unlawfully and feloniously
commit an assault and battery
against Fawnatasia Stechebar,
knowing or having reason to
know that such person was a
law enforcement officer as de-

fined in the Code of Virginia,
engaged in the performance of
her public duties.
Kenneth Wheaton
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
that: on or about June 24, 2021,
in the County of Warren, Kenneth Wheaton, 31, of the 1100
block of Rest Church Rd., Clear
Brook, VA 22624, did unlawfully and feloniously, knowingly and intentionally possess
a controlled substance, to-wit:
Lysergic acid Diethylamide
listed in Schedule I of the Drug

Control Act.
John McKinley Beeson
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
John McKinley Beeson, 36, of
the 6800 block of Cedar Square
Rd., Archdale, NC 27263, with
two counts. COUNT ONE: In
the County of Warren, John
McKinley Beeson did unlawfully and feloniously, knowingly and intentionally possess
a controlled substance, to-wit:
Fentanyl listed in Schedule
II of the Drug Control Act.
See INDICTMENTS, 12

Give the gift
of a Golf
Membership!!

KENNY’S OIL BURNER SERVICE, LLC
• Hot Water Boiler Installation
• Boiler Servicing and Cleaning
• Warm Air Furnace Service

With 3 FREE rounds, discounted rates, range discounts and other
great benefits will help you play more golf w hile paying less.
With 3 FREE rounds, discounted rates, range discounts and other
Join
the club for $99 and receive the following benefits:
great benefits will help you play more golf w hile paying less.

Ken Wood, Middletown, VA
Licensed and Insured

540-869-7250 • 540-660-5108

BS

Jointhe
theclub
clubfor
for$129
$99 and
Join
andreceive
receivethe
thefollowing
followingbenefits:
beneﬁts:
NEW! Receive a point for every dollar you spend. Points

BUILDING, REMODELING
& HANDYMAN SERVICE

can be redeemed for free golf or the driving range.

NEW! 3 Free 18 Hole Rounds of Golf with Cart

•
•
•
•

50% off Range Balls
Preferred Tournament Rates
1 Guest Pass at Eagle Club Rate
10% off In-stock / Non-Sale Merchandise
NEW! Winter Weekday Special January / February
(Players Fee of $15 Includes Cart)
• Offer good for a limited time.

Replacement Windows • Siding Decks
& Porches • Roof Repair Additions
Finished Basements • Fine Carpentry • Ceramic
Tile Interior & Exterior Painting • Floor Covering
Tree & Yard Work • Power Washing

Call Buck
(540) 551-2673
Now Offering Commercial & Residential

Electrical Services

Home Repairs • Remodeling
Decks • Fences
Junk Removal • And More!

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates
CALL NOW!
703-895-7711

Christoff Construction LLC
Serving Stephens City and Beyond
703-895-7711 | www.christoffconstruction.com

20 Anytime
Monday–Friday
$

25 Anytime
Weekends & Holidays
$

Hurry!! Purchase
an Eagle Club
Membership before
Dec. 31, 2021 to get
the best rate!!
New Rates take effect 1/1/2022

540-635-2024
info@bowlinggreencc.com

Bowling Green Country Club
838 Bowling Green Rd. Front Royal
bowlinggreencountryclub.net
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INDICTMENTS, from 11

COUNT TWO: did unlawfully and feloniously while being a prisoner in a state, local
or community correctional
facility or in the custody of an
employee there, procure, sell,
secrete or possess a chemical
compound which the accused
had not lawfully received. Date
of the offenses was on or about
May 22, 2021.
Joshua James Schmidt
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charg-

Spicewood Flats Boarding & Grooming

IS HIRING!!

Must work weekends and holidays and
have transportation.

125 Spicewood Ln, Front Royal

Call 540-635-8979

es that: on or about May 22,
2021, in the County of Warren,
Joshua James Schmidt, 40, of
the 900 block of Caverns Rd.,
Quicksburg, VA 22847, did unlawfully and feloniously, knowingly and intentionally possess
a controlled substance listed in
Schedule I or Schedule II of the
Drug Control Act.
Tiffany Danielle Williams
a/k/a Tiffany Duvall
The Warren County Va.
Circuit Court Grand Jury
charges Tiffany Danielle Williams a/k/a Tiffany Duvall, age
and addresses unknown with
six counts. COUNT ONE: In
the County of Warren, Tiffany Danielle Williams a/k/a
Tiffany Duvall did unlawfully
and feloniously sell or distribute a Schedule I controlled
substance, to-wit: Heroin.
COUNTS TWO and FIVE:
did unlawfully and feloniously
sell or distribute a Schedule II
controlled substance, to-wit:

Methamphetamine. COUNTS
THREE and FOUR: being
guardian and a person having
custody of a child under the
age of eighteen years, willfully
or negligently caused or permitted such child to be placed
in a situation that its life, health
or morals may be endangered.
COUNT SIX: did unlawfully
and feloniously sell or distribute a Schedule II controlled
substance, to-wit: Fentanyl.
Dates of the offenses were on
or about August 13 and 15,
2019.
Colin Matthew Kelly
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
Colin Matthew Kelly, 21, of the
2700 block of Gooney Manor
Loop, Bentonville, VA 22610
with two counts. COUNT
ONE: In the County of Warren, Colin Matthew Kelly did
unlawfully and feloniously
steal property, or money, having a value of five hundred dol-

lars (500) or more, belonging
to Susan M. Swadley. COUNT
TWO: did unlawfully and feloniously break and enter the
dwelling of Susan M. Swadley with the intent to commit
a larceny. Date of the offenses
was on or about March 20,
2020.
Colin Matthew Kelly
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
that: on or about March 20,
2020, in the County of Warren,
Colin Matthew Kelly, 21, of the
2700 block of Gooney Manor

Loop, Bentonville, VA 22610,
did unlawfully and feloniously
steal property, or money, having a value of five dollars (5.00)
or more, from the person of
Susan M. Swadley
Gregory Scott Foster
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
Gregory Scott Foster, 30, of the
100 block of Allen Dr., Bentonville, VA 22610 with two
counts. COUNT ONE: In the
County of Warren, Gregory
Scott Foster did unlawfully and
feloniously, knowingly and in-

Matthews Auto Center
13 W. Duck Street • Front Royal • (540) 636-7567

Complete Auto Repair and Maintenance

ASE Master Technician • VA State Inspections
Between the bridges!

When Quality counts
Count on Us!
Discover the Magic of
the Shenandoah Valley

OVER A
$400
VALUE!
Hope. Happiness. Home.

Jen Avery, REALTOR ®
BPOR, CNE, e-PRO, SRS
CRUM REALTY, INC
318 S Loudoun St.
Winchester VA 22601

C: 540.683.0790
O: 540.662.0400

Call Today! 540-551-8312
AireServ.com

jenaveryrealtor@gmail.com
JenAveryRealtor.com
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tentionally possess a controlled
substance, to-wit: Fentanyl listed in Schedule II of the Drug
Control Act. COUNT TWO:
did unlawfully and feloniously,
knowingly, intentionally, and
feloniously possess or transport a firearm after having
previously been convicted of
a violent felony. Date of the offenses was on or about August

16, 2021.
Matthew Steven Lewis
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
Matthew Steven Lewis, 39,
of the 100 block of Lookout
Point, Linden, VA 22642, with
two counts. COUNT ONE: In
the County of Warren, Matthew Steven Lewis did unlaw-

fully and feloniously impede
the blood circulation or respiration of a person without such person’s consent by
knowingly, intentionally, and
unlawfully applying pressure
to the neck of such person resulting in wounding or bodily
injury. COUNT TWO: did unlawfully and feloniously while
being a parent of, guardian for,

or person responsible for the
care of a child then under the
age of eighteen years, commit
a willful act or omission in the
care of said child which was so
gross, wanton, and culpable as
to show a reckless disregard for

human life. Date of the offenses was on or about October 12,
2021.

A Grand Jury Indictment is only a
charge and not evidence of guilt. The
defendants are entitled to a fair trial
with the burden on the government to
prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

“Serving the Valley with High-tech
Dentistry and Old-Fashioned Service”

Thomas Family Dentistry, PC

General Dentistry & Orthodontics

GREAT
LOCATION!

Less than 1 mile
from I-81
Dr. Stephen J. Thomas DDS
Dr. Kenneth J. Thomas DDS
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

All Phases of Dentistry Including:
• Cleanings And Exams • Invisalign
• Orthodontics • Extractions
• Partials And Dentures • Implants

HOURS:
Mon. – Thurs. 7am – 5pm
Fri. 7am – 1pm

Patient Friendly
Payment Plans
Available

540-465-3980

33820 Old Valley Pike (Rt. 11) • Strasburg, VA 22657

www.thomasfamilydentistry.com

enrolling Ages 2 Kindergarten
1600 John Marshall Hwy ≈ Front Royal, VA 22630 ≈ www.dlcs1.com ≈ (540) 636-9595

Tony’s Tires
NEW Expanded Services!!

• New Brand Name Tires
• Steering & Suspension Components
• Mounting & Balancing
• Custom Wheels

• Oil Changes
• Brake Jobs
• Flat Repairs
• Great Prices!

TonysTiresFrontRoyal.com
Convenient Location Across 7th St. Next to Ramsey's

11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal • 540-551-0922
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Friday, December 17, 2021: A
chance of rain after 4pm. Mostly
cloudy, with a high near 62. Light and
variable wind. Chance of precipitation
is 40%.
Friday Night: Rain, mainly after
7pm. Low around 42. Light east wind.
Chance of precipitation is 80%. New
precipitation amounts between a
tenth and quarter of an inch possible.
Saturday: A slight chance of rain
before 1pm, then a chance of showers after 1pm. Mostly cloudy, with a
high near 66. Light and variable wind
becoming south around 6 mph in the
morning. Chance of precipitation is

30%.
Saturday Night: A chance of showers, mainly before 1am. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 37. Southwest wind
7 to 13 mph becoming northwest after
midnight. Winds could gust as high
as 21 mph. Chance of precipitation is
50%.
Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high
near 45.
Sunday Night: Mostly clear, with a
low around 25.
Monday: Sunny, with a high near
47.
Monday Night: Mostly clear, with a
low around 28.
Tuesday: Sunny, with a high near
53.
Tuesday Night: Mostly clear, with a
low around 27.
Wednesday: Sunny, with a high
near 51.
Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 30.

Wishing my clients, friends and community a
holiday season full of good will and good memories!

Learn more about WHAT MATTERS Partners at www.whatmattersw2.com

BETH

ASSOCIATE BROKER

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 51.

ENGLE’S ANGLE:
“Dear Kevin”
by Kevin S. Engle
Dear Kevin,
I read lots of letters every year. It’s
been a while since I wrote one. I need
your help with something.
As you can imagine, things are busy
here at the North Pole, like they always
are this time of year. On top of that,
we’ve been impacted by the dang supply chain issue just like everyone else.
The elves are working double shifts
and we’re still behind schedule.
The reindeer spend most of their
days eating and sleeping, getting ready
for the big night. And the Mrs., she
keeps trying to fatten me up. Just
between you and me, she’s not a real
good cook. Oh well, we’ll get through
it. We always do.
You’ve been a good boy guy this
year. Well, there was that little incident with your neighbor and his lawnmower, but I’m willing to overlook

that as long as you promise to be nice
to him.
Anyway, I need a favor.
I’m having a real hard time figuring out what to get Mrs. Claus. She’s
tough to buy for. And when you’ve
been married as long as we have, you
run out of ideas. I tried that lingerie
thing last year but that didn’t work out
too well.
She’s a big fan of your column.
Mostly everyone up here is. Everybody except that dang elf who pulls
teeth. He doesn’t like anything.
How about a signed copy of your
book? You could leave it next to my
plate of milk and cookies. If you wrote
a personal note inside, she’d love that
too.
I’d really appreciate it.
I’ll even throw a couple extra bags of
Fritos on my sleigh. I know how much
you like them. They’ve all but disappeared from grocery store shelves recently. Let’s just say I have some connections.
Tell Judy I said hi.
As always,

Electrician

Residential & Commercial
Electrical Work

Allen Santmyers

540-660-5697

WHAT

MATTERS
WHATMATTERSW2.COM

88 Long Winding Rd.
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-671-6145

210 E Main St.
Front Royal, VA 22630
703-330-2222

540-671-6145 • beth@whatmattersw2.com

CAlL DAVE'
DAVE'S FOR ALL
YOUR HEATING NEEDS!
540-636-3396
www.ddsserviceshvac.com
*3o years
experience

CHARLIE

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

*Locally owned
and operated

DAVE’S

DIVERSIFIED SERVICES
SERVICE &
INSTALLATION

803B N. Royal Ave.
Front Royal, VA 22630
www.ddsserviceshvac.com
COMFORT MATTERS

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

540-636-3396

SAME DAY
SERVICE

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, the stars have been keeping you on your toes lately. There has
been much going on but somehow
you have been able to wade through
it all like a rock star.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
Others are asking you to stretch
yourself beyond normal limits, Taurus. Do your best, but weigh the effects that this could have on your
overall well-being.
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
Aim to be honest and direct with
others as much as you can this week,
Gemini. If you can prove you are
trustworthy, then more people are
likely to follow you.
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, you may be introduced to
someone who is the ideal partner for
you at work. This pairing can lead to
the successful completion of projects
new and old.
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Prioritize your actions to maximize
peace and quiet, Leo. You have been
under pressure lately, so take every
opportunity to enjoy some quiet time.
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, your intuition is telling you
that there are tensions growing at
home or at the office. You will have to
find ways to diffuse any situations that
may grow out of control.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Continue to lean into an optimistic
mindset, Libra. It will enable you to
be a bright light when others are feeling a little down. Boost good moods.
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
You are naturally compelled to look
deeper into any circumstance you
find yourself in, Scorpio. Always dig
below the surface to unveil the truth,
even if it takes work.
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Be direct about any frustrations
you may be harboring, Sagittarius.
Share your feelings with others who
are willing and able to help. Releasing
this burden will prove liberating.
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
This week is packed with cosmic
action, Capricorn. All of this energy
has you a bit restless. Rest easy, as
you will soon figure out how to juggle
your personal and professional lives.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, you’re on a truth-seeking
mission and you’re ready to question
everything you see. Take a step back
and figure out your strategy, which
will require finesse.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, try to smooth over something that has been a thorn in your
side for some time. Keep at it and
you’ll persevere.

FREE
ESTIMATES!

DECEMBER 19
Jake Gyllenhaal, Actor (41)
DECEMBER 20
Kylian Mbappé, Athlete (23)
DECEMBER 21
Kiefer Sutherland, Actor (55)
DECEMBER 22
Meghan Trainor, Singer (28)
DECEMBER 23
Finn Wolfhard, Actor (19)
DECEMBER 24
Ricky Martin, Singer (50)
DECEMBER 25
Helena Christensen, Model (53)
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S. Claus
P.S. Could I get your shortbread
cookie recipe too? They sound real
tasty.
The author is always usually sometimes occasionally a good boy. Guy.
– kevinengle456@comcast.net
The Best of Engle’s Angle is available
online or pick up a signed copy at a local bookstore.

Ask Stewart
Hi Stewart,
Was that you I saw picking up trash
along Happy Creek yesterday?
– Sue in Front Royal
Yes it was!

Now that the leaves have fallen, Justin Proctor, the President of the AntiLitter Council (ALC), had noticed that
the Happy Creek area from Criser to
Main Street was particularly trashy.
Justin invited the Tree Stewards to
participate in a one hour anti-litter
blitz of the area. He provided the reflective vests, gloves, trash bags and
long grabbers/reachers. We met at the
Burrell Brooks, Jr. Community Park
next to Samuel’s Library at 8am. In less
than one hour our 5 person team had
collected 5 large bags of trash, 3 shopping carts, a fire extinguisher, and a
road sign from the Happy Creek area.
We all felt a sense of accomplishment,
helping make our piece of the world a
little nicer.
If you would like to be a part of Justin’s Anti-Litter team all you need to
do it send him an email at c.justin.
proctor@gmail.com and he will put
you on his email list and the next time
there is clean-up planned you will be
notified. If you can attend that would
be great. If you can’t, you can try to
make the next one. No pressure, just
the opportunity to make a positive dif-

ference in your community.
FUN FACT: Did you know that -Trees are the longest living organisms on Earth, and never die of old
age. Some of California’s bristlecone
pines and giant sequoias are 4,0005,000 years old. Methuselah, an estimated 4,852-year-old ancient Bristlecone Pine, is one of the oldest living
trees in the world.
Your Pal in the Trees,
– Stewart
The Front Royal/Warren County
Tree Steward program began in 1997
with volunteers dedicated to improving the health of trees by providing
educational programs, tree planting
and care demonstrations, and tree
maintenance throughout the community. The group now consists of over 30
active members with several interns
working toward becoming certified tree
stewards from our annual “All About
Trees Class”. Each month Stewart will
answer a question from our readers.
Please forward it to “Stewart” in care
of:
frwctreestewards@comcast.net
and we may publish it in a future issue.

ABOVE AND
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REC members will enjoy super-fast connections once
broadband internet is in place.
The cooperative is facilitating local broadband
partnerships that will energize progress in education and
healthcare. This innovation will boost economic growth for
large and small businesses.
In addition, REC members have seen bill reductions in
2020 & 2021, the return of $23 million in Capital Credits
since 2020 and $4.8 million in electric bill assistance to
co-op families and businesses affected by COVID-19.
REC. Going above and beyond to improve the lives of the
people this co-op serves.

Please visit our website at:
www.treesfrontroyal.org

From left are Frederick County
Supervisor Shawn Graber and Sheriff
Lenny Millholland who’s differing
statements are printed in full in our
previous issue.
Jonte Gerbell Smith

Sheriff ’s Oﬃce to investigate after
RSW inmate found unresponsive
RSW Regional Jail announced the
death of Jonte Gerbell Smith, age 21,
of Manassas Virginia, while in custody
at the RSW Regional Jail Dec. 12.
Mr. Smith was incarcerated on August 20, 2021, and held for Culpeper
County, without bond for Narcotics Possession Schedule I or II, Weapons
– Possession Scheduled I or II while
possessing a firearm, Weapons – Felon
possess explosives, ammunition weapon – not firearm, Weapons – Carry
concealed weapon, and Obstruction
of Justice – Prevent law enforcement
officer from making an arrest.
On December 12, 2021, at approximately 12:23 AM, while conducting
security rounds, Mr. Smith was found
unresponsive. RSW medical staff was
immediately notified and emergency
treatment was administered. Warren
County 911 Emergency Medical Services were contacted and responded to
the scene. Mr. Smith was transported
to the Warren Memorial Hospital
where he was pronounced dead at 1:20
AM.
RSW staff contacted the Warren
County Sheriff ’s Office to conduct the
investigation into the incident. Further information will be released later
based on the ongoing investigation by
the Warren County Sheriff ’s Office.

Police association urges recall
of Frederick County Supervisor
Shawn Graber
The Northern Virginia Chapter of
the Virginia Police Benevolent Association (PBA) expresses extreme
concern over the actions of Frederick
County Supervisor Shawn Graber in
regard to an incident on Election Day.
It is the understanding of the PBA that
Supervisor Graber attempted to have
disciplinary action brought against
Sheriff ’s deputies without merit and in
contradiction to video evidence.
On Election Day, the Frederick
County Sheriff ’s Office received a call
from a female who was concerned
over a male subject continuing to
photograph her at the polls after she
requested him to stop. This male subject was identified as Frederick County
Back Creek Supervisor Shawn Graber,
who claimed he was documenting illegal activities. The call was handled by
a Frederick County deputy.
On the day of the incident, Supervisor Graber did not call Frederick
County Sheriff ’s Office, make any request for any law enforcement intervention, nor was he treated unprofessionally or disrespectfully.
Later, once an investigation into Supervisor Graber’s actions took place,
it is the understanding of PBA that
Supervisor Graber repeatedly misrepresented the actions of the deputy and
See BRIEFS, 16

Georgia Rossiter
Attorney At Law

117 W Boscawen St. Suite 4 Winchester
Phone (540) 535-2001 • Fax (540) 535-2210

Concentrating in Family Law & Equine Law
Divorce • Child Custody • Support
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attempted to have Sheriff Lenny Millholland issue discipline against the
deputy without a legal basis.
“I am completely shocked and appalled by the actions taken by this
elected official in Frederick County.
This is a deliberate and unwarranted
attack on law enforcement in a world
where their jobs are already tough
enough,” said Northern Virginia Chapter President Marc Ramey.
The PBA urgently encourages the
citizens of Frederick County to join
in expressing concern over Supervisor Graber’s actions and also asks all
citizens to join the recall effort against
Supervisor Graber.

Dry, windy Monday brings multiple
fires to Frederick County
The Frederick County Fire and Res-

cue Department responded to four
significant woods fires within three
hours of each other, Monday, Dec. 6.
The first woods fire was reported
at 6:06 pm in the 600 Block of Gatling
Drive in Mountain Falls Park. The
units on scene operated for approximately one hour to extinguish and
overhaul the fire that burned an approximate 50x50 area. Fire crews
worked to protect one structure that
was directly threatened by the wildfire. Units from North Mountain, Star
Tannery, Gainesboro, and Gore responded to the incident.
Fire and Rescue units subsequently
left the woods fire in Mountain Falls
Park to respond to the 300 Block of
Fall Run Lane at 6:41 pm to investigate a reported outside fire in the area.
Crews from Gainesboro Fire and Rescue Department as well as Frederick
County Battalion Chief located a fire
in the 300 block of Fall Run Lane that
could only be accessed on foot and was
an approximate 100x10 area involved.
With limited access to the fire, crews
had to use forestry rakes and other
hand tools to put the fire out. Units

How did America become great? How did this country become the most
successful, powerful, and prosperous nation in the history of the world? Was
it because of the nation’s unprecedented founding documents? Was it due to
the scores of immigrants from all over the world who brought their dreams and
talents to America’s shores? Or did America become great, as some contend,
through racism, theft, and genocide?
Author Troy Tyson proposes a unique argument as to the origins of American greatness: that the country’s unparalleled success is a result not of its
founding documents, nor its celebrated openness to people of all backgrounds,
nor of genocidal tyranny. Rather, The Yankee Way asserts that the nation’s
great power and success stem primarily from the traits of a comparatively
small, peculiar ethnic group from New England known as the Yankees. These
traits, which include morality, industriousness, respect for law and order, commitment to education, and dedication to traditional family values, were developed first by the early Puritans of New England, then passed down to their
Yankee descendants, who finally embedded them into the cultural DNA of the
US.
The Yankee Way explores, in fascinating detail, the history of the Yankees
and the process by which they created modern America and instilled within it
their distinct cultural characteristics. Further, though, the audiobook serves as
a warning to Americans as to what the future might hold as the nation rapidly
moves away from this critical cultural inheritance and leaves the Yankee way
behind.
Audiobook narrated by Dan McDermott available at YankeeWayAudio.com.

YankeeWayAudio.com

from Gainesboro, North Mountain,
Gore, Star Tannery, and the Frederick County Fire and Rescue Battalion
Chief responded and operated for just
over one hour, with the last Fire and
Rescue Unit clearing the scene at 7:39
pm.
At approximately 7:01 pm, another
woods fire was dispatched in the 1400
Block of Fishel Road. A fire was reported approximately 100 feet from
the home and threatening several other homes. Additional units from Gore,
Round Hill, Gainesboro, Star Tannery,
North Mountain, Reynolds Store,
Virginia Department of Forestry, and
members of the Frederick County Fire
and Rescue Wildland Team responded to the scene to extinguish the fire.
These units operated until 11:20 pm to
extinguish the fire.
Have a short news
item/calendar event to
send us? Email it to:

news@warrencountyreport.com

While crews were operating at the
woods fire on Fishel Road, a woods
fire was dispatched a short time later
at 9:15 pm. This fire was located at the
300 Block of Newlin’s Hill Road. The
first arriving units found a fast-moving
fire that had already burned an approximate half acre. Additional units
responded from Gainesboro, Gore,
Round Hill, North Mountain, Clear
Brook, and the Frederick County Fire
and Rescue Wildland Team. Units
operated on this woods fire until approximately 10:40 pm.
The woods fires were due to the
strong winds knocking down power
lines and dry conditions. At this time,
it has not yet been determined how
many total acres have burned. Also,
during these woods’ fires, Frederick
County Fire and Rescue crews responded to 20 other incidents across
the County to include 11 incidents directly related to the wind event. These
incidents were wires down, lines arch-

ing, and trees in the roadway.

Frederick County upgrades 9-1-1
system
Frederick County Public Safety
Communications is proud to announce that on December 8, 2021,
Next Generation 9-1-1 went live.
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Tamara Perez, Director of Public
Safety Communications, says, “NextGen 9-1-1 is new technology that allows the public to share more detailed
data such as videos, images, and text
messages with your 9-1-1 communications center. With the enhancement
of 9-1-1 through NextGen, everyday
information from your smart phone,
medical devices, car computers, and
building alarms can be shared with
your 911 center.”
Why do we need NextGen911?
Modernizing the 9-1-1 infrastructure

is important to accommodate how
we all communicate today. Fewer and
fewer people are calling 9-1-1 on their
home landlines. Enhanced 9-1-1 helps
emergency communication centers to
communicate with each other and improve location reliability.
When a local 9-1-1 agency becomes
overwhelmed with emergency calls
due to natural disasters or mass causality incidents, the calls can seamlessly be transferred to another agency
for further assistance.
With the enhancement of 9-1-1

through NextGen, everyday information from your smart phone, medical
devices, car computers and building
alarms can be shared with your 9-11 center. The technology that is being
used by popular apps such as Uber,
Door Dash and other location enabled
apps has evolved into 9-1-1.
Frederick County Public Safety
Communications have been working
toward this implementation for 18
months and have done extensive testing to bring this significant upgrade to
the public.

(540) 222-0521
(540) 631-0666
HamricksRoofing@gmail.com

* Serving Front Royal for 25 years! *

Hamrick’s
Sudoku!

Perez also notes, “The most important information that 9-1-1 centers can get to help you is your location. When seconds count, we want
to make sure that we are sending the
right people to answer the call and we
want to send them to the right place.”

Letters to Santa

Parks and Recreation has a great relationship with Santa Claus? He will be
stopping by the Warren County Community Center on December 19, 2021,
from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. to take pictures with you! This year Santa asked if
we could help get letters from kids to
him so he could respond back to them
before Christmas. Of course, we said
that we would be happy to help!
Visit our website for information
on how to properly send your letter to
Santa:
parksandrecreation.warrencountyva.
net
Letters to Santa will be accepted
from December 6, 2021 through December 15, 2021, and letters are for
children 10 years of age and younger.

Did you know that Warren County

See BRIEFS, 18

Lovely Ranch Home

2-BR, 2-B home w/open ﬂoor plan,
adjoining kitchen, dining and family/
living rooms. Additional living/family
room w/back deck access. Primary bath
has a spacious soaking tub and shower
stall. Park in the attached garage w/
additional storage. Fees cover water,
sewer, trash, lawn care, tree trimming
twice yearly, road maint. and snow
removal including your driveway!
$
Great location near I-81 and I-66.
Restaurants, shops, wineries, and beautiful mountain views! 58 Tyler Court Strasburg, Va.

225,000

* * “I don’t just help find you a house, I find you a home” * *
Kathy McLendon, Realtor
cell 540-622-7698
kathymclendon2016@gmail.com
VA License #0225227296
Weichert Realtors
824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love
sudoku. This mind-bending
puzzle will have you hooked
from the moment you square off,
so sharpen your pencil and put
your sudoku savvy to the test!
Here’s How It Works:

BACKED BY A

Sudoku puzzles are formatted
as a 9x9 grid, broken down
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a
sudoku, the numbers 1 through
9 must fill each row, column and
box. Each number can appear
only once in each row, column
and box. You can figure out the
order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric
clues already provided in the
boxes. The more numbers you
name, the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle! (Answer in back.)

YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

15% & 10 %
OFF

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE *

TO THE FIRST 50
CALLERS ONLY! **

WE INSTALL

YEAR-ROUND!
LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Promo Code: 285

2
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% OFF

OFF

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1
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+

SENIORS &
MILITARY!

Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

1

CALL US TODAY FOR

A FREE ESTIMATE

1-877-636-7566

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. *Oﬀer valid at time of estimate only 2The leading
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License#
128344 License# 218294 WA UBI# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ
License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900
Registration# PA069383 Suﬀolk HIC License# 52229-H License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990
Registration# H-19114
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Letters must be submitted no later
than 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 15, 2021.
More information can be obtained
by contacting the Warren County
Community Center, Monday through
Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., evening
and weekend hours may vary, at (540)
635-1021.
Pictures with Santa Dec. 19
Come join the staff of Warren
County Parks and Recreation and get
your picture taken with the North
Pole’s jolliest elf, Santa! We have put
together a box full of cheer for you to
enjoy. The box contains seasonal crafts
and holiday family fun! Photos with
Santa will be taken and printed on site.
Pictures with Santa are for children
under 10 years old and must be accompanied by an adult.
Cost for the pictures with Santa
event is $15.00 per person.
Event is limited to 50 participants;
pre-registration is recommended.
Pictures with Santa will be held
on Sunday, December 19, 2021, from
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at the Warren
County Community Center, located at
538 Villa Avenue, Front Royal, Virginia
22630.
Registration information can be
obtained by contacting the Warren
County Community Center, Monday
through Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.,
evening and weekend hours may vary,
at (540) 635-1021.
This program is eligible for online
registration; visit us on the web at
parksandrecreation.warrencountyva.
net

Wednesday, January 5th –
10:15AM Toddler Story Time.
Bring your toddler to a potpourri of
simple stories, fun songs, and a cute
craft! Wintertime will be the theme of
our stories, songs and finger plays this
week. Each child will receive a takehome craft kit. For children up to 3
1/2 years of age. Registration required.
11:00AM Preschool Story Time.
Come in with your preschooler, aged
3 1/2 to five, for an enjoyable hour
filled with amazing tales, exciting
sing-alongs, finger plays, and a nifty
craft! Wintertime will be the theme of
our stories, songs and finger plays this
week. Each child will receive a takehome craft kit. Registration required.
Tuesday, January 11th –

4:30PM Science Scouts. Come in
on Tuesday afternoons for a time to
explore the mysteries of the world
through science! In this weekly program, we will investigate a different
STEM-related topic each week. This
week’s theme is Slip Sliding Away,
and we’ll learn all about how friction
works! For ages 6-11. Registration required.
7:00PM Virtual Goodnight Sweetheart Storytime. Join Miss. Pattie for
our special storytime in your jammies.
Bring your favorite buddy and get
cozy!
Wednesday, January 12th –
10:15AM Toddler Story Time.
Bring your toddler to a potpourri of
simple stories, fun songs, and a cute

16

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEED*
Call today for a free estimate!

(833) 472-0616

Receive a

$25 Amazon
gift card
With a FREE
In-home
Estimate**

$99

Installation
on a Complete
LeafGuard
System!
DOES NOT INCLUDE COST OF MATERIAL.
EXPIRES 12/31/2021.

• Seamless, one-piece system, keeps out leaves,
debris & more.
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean
clogged gutters.
• Durable, all-weather tested system.

LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of DC in Virginia under registration number VA Class A Lic. #2705116122, in Maryland under registration number MHIC Lic. #116693, and in DC under registration number DC Permanent #420219000010.

These are the events being presented by the Youth Services Department
at Samuels Public Library during the
month of January. More information
about Samuels Library and the programs and services available can be
found at www.samuelslibrary.net or by
calling (540) 635-3153.
Saturday, January 1st – Library
closed for New Years
Monday, January 3rd – Winter
Reading Club begins. This year’s
theme is Keep Calm and Cozy On!
Open to all ages. This program is ongoing until March 1st.
, January 4th – 4:30PM Science
Scouts. Come in on Tuesday afternoons for a time to explore the mysteries of the world through science! In
this weekly program, we will investigate a different STEM-related topic
each week. During this week’s club,
we will learn about how temperature
affects rubber bands! For ages 6-11.
Registration required.

Snow globes. Come make a snow
globe at the library! For ages 10+. Registration is required.
Monday, January 17th – Library
closed for Martin Luther King Jr. day
Tuesday, January 18th – 4:30 Science Scouts. Come in on Tuesday
afternoons for a time to explore the
mysteries of the world through science! In this weekly program, we will
investigate a different STEM-related
topic each week. This week we will
learn about how Arctic animals stay
warm! For ages 6-11. Registration required. A virtual option is offered this

YEARS BACKED
BY THE SEAL

* Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free.
**Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard
Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner,
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this
offer: employees of Company or afﬁliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via ﬁrst class United States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form provided at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any
kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Amazon and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. See www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html?nodeId=G7KXB4EYEHXZRUMA
for gift card restrictions. Expires 12/31/21.

Samuels Library January youth
programs

craft! Books will be the theme of our
stories, songs and finger plays this
week. Each child will receive a takehome craft kit. For children up to 3
1/2 years of age. Registration required.
11:00AM Preschool Story Time.
Come in with your preschooler, aged
3 1/2 to five, for an enjoyable hour
filled with amazing tales, exciting singalongs, finger plays, and a nifty craft!
Books will be the theme of our stories,
songs and finger plays this week. Each
child will receive a take-home craft kit.
Registration required.
Saturday, January 15th – 11:00AM

Got the
Computer
Blues?
We can help
with that!
540-635-7064

203 E. Main St.
Front Royal, Va.

www.facebook.com/royaloakcomputers
www.royaloakcomputers.com

CLUES ACROSS
1. Chinese Muslim group
5. Alternative name
10. Resounds
12. Supporter
14. Furnishes anew
16. Beloved Hollywood alien
18. Supervises flying
19. Ballplayer’s tool
20. Coarse edible red seaweed
22. Former CIA
23. Basketball player
25. Travel necessities
26. Honey producer
27. Military analysis (abbr.)
28. Diego, Francisco, Anselmo
30. Mental sharpness and inventiveness
31. Popular Easter meal
33. Man (Spanish)
35. __ de la __
37. Counterweights
38. Made a harsh, grating noise
40. Monetary unit
41. Commercials
42. Cool!
44. Partner to cheese
45. Expression of creative skill
48. Unit of angle
50. Transported
52. N. American people of Kansas
53. Computer game character Max
55. Moved swiftly
56. Everyone has one
57. Tin
58. A mole is one
63. Nocturnal hoofed animals
65. Oppositional to
66. Monetary units
67. Not on time

CLUES DOWN
1. Hogshead (abbr.)
2. Misery resulting from affliction
3. Defunction European group
4. Line on a map
5. Becomes less intense
6. Back muscle
7. Frosted
8. Ethiopian town
9. Midway between south and east
10. Wipe from the record
11. In a continuous way
13. Breathe
15. Cleaning device
17. Male organ
18. Tab on a key ring
21. Criminals
23. Taxi
24. Cheer of encouragement
27. Wartime American escort carrier
29. Polish river
32. Current unit
34. Life form
35. Painful contractions
36. Glowing
39. Press against lightly
40. Melancholic
43. Something you can be under
44. Of the mind
46. E. Indian cereal grass
47. Couple
49. Sharpshoot
51. A baglike structure in a plant or animal
54. __ Blyton, children’s author
59. Human gene
60. Data mining methodology (abbr.)
61. Examines animals
62. Mineral
64. Cools your home
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week as well.
Wednesday, January 19th 10:15 Toddler Story Time. Bring
your toddler to a potpourri of simple
stories, fun songs, and a cute craft!
Games will be the theme of our stories, songs, and craft! For children up
to 3 1/2 years of age. Registration required.
11:00 Preschool Story Time. Come
in with your preschooler, aged 3 1/2 to
five, for an enjoyable hour filled with
amazing tales, exciting sing-alongs,
finger plays, and a nifty craft! Games
will be the theme of our stories, songs,
and craft. Registration required.
Saturday, January 22nd – 2:00PM
Aspiring Artists. Are you aged 7 or
older? Do you enjoy art? If so, please
join us for our children’s art class. For
ages 7+. Registration required.
Monday, January 24th – 11:00AM –
Music & Movement for Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed and joyful time
with our little ones as we incorporate
music, beginning yoga, and multisensory activities designed to delight your
baby. Registration required.

Tuesday, January 25th - 4:30 Science Scouts. Come in on Tuesday
afternoons for a time to explore the
mysteries of the world through science! In this weekly program, we will
investigate a different STEM-related
topic each week. This week we will
learn about freezing and melting by
learning how to lift ice cubes with no
hands! For ages 6-11. Registration required. A virtual option is offered this
week as well.
Wednesday, January 26th 10:15 Toddler Story Time. Bring
your toddler to a potpourri of simple
stories, fun songs, and a cute craft!
Cooking will be the theme of our stories, songs, and craft! For children up
to 3 1/2 years of age. Registration required.
11:00 Preschool Story Time. Come
in with your preschooler, aged 3 1/2 to
five, for an enjoyable hour filled with
amazing tales, exciting sing-alongs,
finger plays, and a nifty craft! Cooking
will be the theme of our stories, songs,
and craft. Registration required.
Saturday, January 29th - 2:00PM

We Buy Cars too!

400 Weems Lane • Winchester, VA 22601
540-678-1791 • www.MalloyToyota.com

855-843-5174
BOGO 40% OFF
ENDS 5/31

Discuss This. Are you inspired by good
books, articles, movies, and art? Do
you write, draw, or enjoy playing music? If so, join us as we discuss books
and share our creations. For ages 1218. Registration required.
Monday, January 31st – 11:00AM –
Music & Movement for Babies & Toddlers. Join our relaxed and joyful time
with our little ones as we incorporate
music, beginning yoga, and multisensory activities designed to delight your
baby. Registration required.

Samuels Library January adult
programs
You can find and register for all library events on samuelslibrary.net.
Library closing: Due to the New
Years holiday the Library will be
closed Saturday, January 1st. The library will resume normal hours of operation Monday, January 3rd.
Keep Calm and Cozy On: Adult
Summer Reading - Winter reading
isn’t just for kids! Check out Samuels
Public Library’s 2021 Adult Winter
Reading Program from January 3rd to
March 1st. Cool programs and prizes
for grownups. Programs include DIY
crafts, latte art demonstrations and
more! There’s something for everyone
this winter at Samuels Library! Register for the winter reading program, for
an opportunity to win awesome prizes, online through your Beanstack account or at the Adult Reference desk.

Record each book you read online or
ask reference staff to record titles for
you. You will receive one entry in our
biweekly drawing for every print, eBook and audiobook you record. You
can also download free ebooks, magazines, videos and music on our website
so don’t miss out!
General Education Development:
In-person. Samuels Public Library
is proud to host Lord Fairfax Community College’s General Education
Development course. This course is
every Tuesday & Thursday from 10:00
AM to 12:00 PM (except on school
holidays or closings) and is completely
free. Let this course be the stepping
stone to your success. More information on registrations dates and deadlines can be found on the LFCC website https://lfcc.edu/adult-education/
English as a Second Language
Discussion Group - In-person. Samuels Public Library is proud to host
Lord Fairfax Community College’s
English as a Second Language course.
This is a conversational English language class for adults whose primary
language is not English. All skill levels
are welcome. This group meets every
Tuesday & Thursday from 10:00 AM
to 12:00 PM. More information on
registrations dates and deadlines can
be found on the LFCC website https://
lfcc.edu/adult-education/
Not Alone: the Start of SelfHealing Through Poetry - In-person.
Come join us on Saturday, January 8th
from 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM for an engaging discussion with Constance Stadler
and Rich Follett where they will share
works from Descending Upward and
Silence, Inhabited, to connect poetry
with touchstones of recognition and
beginning of recovery while struggling
with mental health and childhood
trauma. Warning: This is an adult pro-

REC spreads holiday cheer at
Front Royal Christmas Parade

Decked out with a Christmas tree, lights, and gingerbread house, Rappahannock Electric Cooperative (REC) joined the holiday festivities at
the Front Royal Christmas Parade on Dec. 4. Mike Lindsay, Director of
Region I and Board Vice Chairman, and his wife, Becky; Steve Mason,
Distribution Designer; Jennifer Cox, Member Service Representative;
Troy Jenkins, First Class Lineman; Cory Smith, Distribution Designer;
and Jeff Hinson, Director of Member Services and Community Relations, passed out candy and waved to parade attendees.

gram and mature subjects will be discussed.
Bad Romance - Virtual. Do you
consider yourself a hopeless romantic?
Are bad romances a guilty pleasure of
yours? Can you quote every line from
your favorite rom-com? Then you
should join us Monday, January 10th
at 6:00 PM for another special meeting of Bad Romance. Indulge us with
your favorite romance books, movies,
music or other media, and possibly
discover new titles!
Korean Cooking Demonstration
- Virtual. Members of the Korean
Spirit & Culture Promotion Project
(KSCPP) will demonstrate how to
cook four Korean dishes. During the
demonstration, you will learn how
to prepare Korean dishes, including
the ingredients used and how to find
them. The demonstration will include
four dishes (rice, soup, kimchi, main
and side dishes, and dessert). Recipes
and shopping lists will be provided
for those who want to try the recipes
at home. Registration is required, as
space is limited. This event will be held
on Thursday, January 13th at 6:00 PM.
A Little Slip of Heaven - In-person.
Join us Saturday, January 15th at 2:00
PM for “A Little Slip of Heaven: Songs
and Stories of the American Irish,
from Baby Boom to Baby Bust.” Christendom College history professor
Christopher Shannon will present a
performance that tells the story of the
American Irish in the decades following the Second World War. Through
original songs based on traditional
Irish melodies, Professor Shannon
will look at how, in a time of tremendous change, Irish-Americans tried
to remain true to their ethnic culture
rooted in urban, working-class neighborhoods.
Photography and Beyond: Creating a Photo Blog! Virtual. Ever think
about how to share your photographs
and stories with others? Join Sharon
Fisher and Laurence Heine on Saturday, January 15th at 10:00 AM for a
presentation on designing and maintaining a photo blog. Our guest presenter, Laurence, started his personal
photo blog as another way to share
photographs with others. During this
presentation learn about the process
of selecting photos, researching, and
writing the text for a blog. Also, learn
about the technical aspects of selecting a domain, web hosting platforms,
elements of an effective website, and
more.
Books & Beyond: Morning Discussion - In-person. Love talking
about books? Join our adult book club
where each month we discuss a different interesting read! This meeting
will be held Wednesday, January 19th
at 10:00 AM. This group meets every
3rd Monday and Wednesday of the
month. Morning discussion is now in
person at the library.
Genealogy Club - Hybrid, virtual
and in-person. Interested in your family’s history? Already done extensive
research and wanna be able to share
your finds? Join our virtual genealogy
club where both novices and experts
alike can come together and talk about
See BRIEFS, 20
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different genealogy topics. This event
will be held on Wednesday, January
19th at 6:00 PM.
Winter Reading Altered Book
Craft - In-person. Join us on Saturday, January 22nd at 10:00 AM for this
cozy altered books craft where patrons
can create interesting winter themed
creations using old books. Registration required, while materials are provided they are limited.
Books & Beyond: Evening Discussion - Virtual. Love talking about

books? Join our adult book club where
each month we discuss a different interesting read! This meeting will be
held virtually on Monday, January
24th at 6:00 PM. This group meets on
every 3rd Monday and Wednesday of
the month.
Pen & Prose: Starting out with
Creative Writing - In-person. Love
writing? Looking to learn how? Come
to the first meeting of our new creative
writing club on Saturday, January 29th
at 2:00 PM, where we will do some
short creative writing exercises and
decide on a prompt for the next meet-

Warren Memorial Hospital takes
delivery of “magnetic” proportions

New Fixed MRI Will Begin Service
in January
Earlier this month, Valley Health
Warren Memorial Hospital advanced toward a new era of medical imaging with the installation
of a massive, 4.5 ton magnet that
will drive the hospital’s first fixed
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI)
scanner. It will replace a mobile unit
the hospital has used for a number of
years.
On Saturday, November 6, subcontractors used rigging apparatus and a crane to carefully lift the
nearly 9,000-pound magnet from
a flatbed trailer and maneuver it
through a 10 ft x 10 ft opening in the
new hospital’s exterior wall to rest in
the Medical Imaging Department on
Level Two.
After assembly, the new machine
will be tested thoroughly before it
begins service on January 3, 2022.
“We’re thrilled to be able to bring
this advanced medical imaging technology to our community,” notes
James Ziner, RT(R)(MR), director
of medical imaging at Warren Memorial Hospital. “We have had MRI
services here, but availability was
limited because it was a mobile unit
shared with other hospitals. Now,
our patients will have more consistent access to MRI services,” he says,
adding that the new magnet is faster,
more reliable and offers a more comfortable patient experience.
The new Magnetom Altea is a 1.5
Tesla Open Bore system by Siemens®
that takes advantage of the latest
technology, including artificial intelligence, automation and accelerated
imaging techniques that dramati-

cally reduce exam times. Speciallydesigned bio-matrix tuners automatically adjust to each individual
to produce highly consistent results
from patient to patient and exam to
exam, including neurological, orthopedic, abdominal and whole-body
images.
MRI uses a magnetic field and
computer-generated radio waves to
create detailed images of organs and
tissues in the body, helping providers
diagnose disease and injury. “MRI is
an extremely useful tool, especially
in emergency medicine,” says Hussein Zughaib, MD, a physician who
has been with Warren Memorial
Hospital’s Emergency Department
for more than two years. “When
patients come into the emergency
department, whether they are experiencing a stroke or suffering from
low back pain, a number of decisions
need to be made, urgently, to properly diagnose and begin the most
effective course of treatment. MRI
is the gold standard, particularly for
investigating conditions that affect
soft tissue,” he explains.
Warren’s new MRI also has a builtin “infotainment” system that helps
reduce machine-related noise, and
the lightweight, breathable coil table
is more comfortable and supportive,
all of which helps ease anxiety and
improve the overall patient experience.
To learn more about Medical Imaging services available at Warren
Memorial Hospital and throughout
Valley Health’s service area, visit
www.valleyhealthlink.com/medicalimaging
– from a release

ing! Open to beginners and seasoned
writers alike.

EDA reaches agreement to exit
McDonald bankruptcy claim
The Board of Directors of the Front
Royal and Warren County Economic
Development Authority held the
combined November and December
meeting via Zoom. All Board members attended the meeting.
The Board adopted two resolutions.
One resolution to approve C-CAP using Suite C located at the EDA office
building to store food for distribution.
The use of Suite C is at no cost to the
organization while it transitions to a
lease in Suite B and C-CAP will provide evidence of an insurance policy
to cover the use of Suite C. The EDA
and C-CAP will negotiate the terms of
a lease on Suite B and possibly Suite

C at the Kendrick office location at an
agreed rental rate.
The second resolution authorizes
the EDA Chair and Treasurer to finalize details of an agreement with Atlantic Union Bank where it give up its
claim in the Jennifer McDonald bankruptcy and EDA will release its claim
on the property formerly owned by
“Little Rugratz” on Virginia Avenue.
The existing bank loan is more than
the value of the property and release
of the EDA claim allows the bank to
sell the property. In return, by the
bank releasing its claim in the bankruptcy, the EDA can recover a higher
percentage of the recovery from the
McDonald bankruptcy and saves attorneys fees.
The Board is working with Public
Works to address the maintenance issues at the Kendrick Lane building including HVAC repairs and installation
of water shut-off valves.
The EDA and County are working
on soliciting bids for appraising all the
EDA properties. The first priority is
the Baugh Drive building.
Chair Jeff Browne updated the
board on Nature’s Touch and the
VDOT grant. Scott Jenkins stated all
the marketing material for the Com-

monwealth is updated and was approved by VEDP.
Greg Harold presented the final
draft of three Standard Operating
Procedures that will be used as guides
for EDA and prospective purchasers
of EDA property. He stated the documents were not “static”, but are “living
“ documents that will be modified as
needed. The three SOPs approved are
Letters of Intent, Contract Management and Property Disposition Due
Diligence. The documents will be
posted on the website by December
15.
The EDA and Warren County are
working on an Memorandum of Un-

Mowing and
Landscaping
Great Rates • Quality Service
Serving the Shenandoah Valley
& Outlying Areas for over 15 years

Conway Lawn Care, LLC
540-975-2313

Celebrate a popular chocolate dessert

Chocolate Cheesecake Brownies” from “Chocolate” (Love Food), by the editors of Parragon
Books, Ltd.
Marled Chocolate Cheesecake Brownies
Makes 12
3⁄4
3
1
2
1

cup unsalted butter, plus extra for greasing
tablespoons unsweetened cocoa
cup superfine sugar
eggs, beaten
cup all-purpose flour

Cheesecake mix
1 cup ricotta cheese
3 tablespoons superfine sugar
1 egg beaten
It is hard to determine who created the
brownie, but dessert devotees no doubt appreciation that individual’s now beloved creation.
Brownies are one of North America’s favorite baked treats. They actually are classified as
a bar cookie rather than a cake, and the dessert
earned its name from the deep, brown color of
its main ingredient.
There have been many variations on the
brownie through the years, and the lively debate whether crunchy end pieces or chewy
middle slices are preferred continues. There
may be less debate about how flavorful it can
be to mix cheesecake with brownies, which is
just what happens in this recipe for “Marbled

Preheat the oven to 350 F. Grease an 11 x
7-inch cake pan and line with parchment paper.
Melt the butter in a medium saucepan, remove from the heat, and stir in the unsweetened cocoa and the sugar. Beat in the eggs,
then add the flour, and stir to mix evenly. Pour
into the prepared pan.
For the cheesecake mix, beat together the
ricotta, sugar and egg, then drop teaspoonfuls of the mixture over the chocolate mixture.
Use a metal spatula to swirl the two mixtures
tightly together.
Bake for 40 to 45 minutes, until just firm to
the touch. Cool in the pan, then cut into bars
or squares.
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derstanding to govern the transition
of EDA’s staff moving to the County
payroll and EDA’s role in future economic development in the County.
One change beginning immediately is
the County will permanently take over
receiving and coding EDA bills prior
to the EDA Chair and Treasurer approving the expenses.

Some activity fees going up at
Shenandoah National Park
Shenandoah National Park will implement changes to the Park’s fees af-

ter reviewing public comments on its
proposal to increase or establish new
fees for three recreational activities: 1)
camping in established campgrounds,
2) hiking Old Rag, and 3) backcountry
camping. The proposal does not include an increase in entrance fees and
focuses only on specific user fees.
The proposal was presented to the
public in August and public comments
were accepted for 30 days (August 15
through September 16). Almost 400
comments were received. Feedback on
the three components of the proposal
were overall supportive.
Under the approved changes, the
nightly fee for campgrounds will increase to $30 at all campgrounds with
group sites increasing to $75 as presented in the August proposal. This is
the first increase to campground fees
since 2007. The new fee structure will
take effect immediately with reservations for the upcoming season opening December 16 on www.recreation.
gov

“Shenandoah National Park will use
the increased revenue to fund projects and services that will benefit the
visitor and contribute to the protection of Shenandoah’s natural and cultural resources,” explained Superintendent Patrick Kenney. “As a result,
visitors can expect improvements in
the campgrounds over the next few
years, such as new picnic tables and
fire grates.”
The Park will also move forward
with implementing a pilot for a dayhiking ticket for the Old Rag area. The
pilot is on track for implementation
in March 2022 as was proposed. The
Park is working on the specifics of the
implementation of the pilot and will
be providing additional information
this winter. “The pilot project will allow the Park to evaluate a strategy for
managing this highly popular hike in
Shenandoah, with a goal of providing
a high-quality visitor experience in an
area of the Park that continues to see
high visitation,” said Kenney

The third component of the proposal is the establishment of a fee on
the existing backcountry camping permit and the establishment of an online
permit system. Shenandoah has one
of the largest backcountry permitting
programs in the national park system,
and most of these programs require
fees. Park managers continue to evaluate the public comments and develop
implementation details for the backcountry camping proposal. As was
presented in August, the earliest this
fee would be enacted is in 2023, and
additional details will be provided as
the Park moves forward.

Take a hike on New Year’s Day in a
Virginia State Park (FREE)
Enjoy the great outdoors on New
Year’s Day with a first day hike at any
of the 41 Virginia State Parks.
All state parks offer free parking on
Jan. 1, 2022 and visitors to each park
will receive a commemorative water
bottle sticker (while supplies last).
For a list of scheduled hikes and
programs,
www.virginiastateparks.
gov/firstdayhikes
Virginia State Parks has many hikes
and opportunities to choose from, or
visit a park and create your own special First Day Hike. Here are a few
ideas:
Sky Meadows State Park will open
at 5:30 a.m. on New Year’s Day to support the sunrise celebration of various
cultures. At 10 a.m., join a ranger at
the Backcountry Trailhead for a guided hike.
Pocahontas State Park in Chesterfield offers a special New Year’s Eve
night hike to celebrate the countdown.
The park also offers a variety of special
hikes for different ages and capabilities
throughout New Year’s Day.
Guided hikes are available every
hour from 9 a.m. – noon at Natural
Bridge State Park. The approximately
45-minute hike will lead you to great
views of the Blue Ridge Mountains.
Join a ranger at Smith Mountain
Lake State Park on a mile hike that is
rated as easy. The hike includes a scavenger hunt to discover winter’s hidden

Christmastime -- Get the cat or dog spayed or
neutered! Spay Today, (Main Office: Charles
Town, WV) is our area’s non-profit, reduced-fee
spay and neuter program. MANY participating
vets over a WIDE area! Gift certificates can be
purchased and used later.

Contact Spay Today:
www.spay-today.org
or call 304-728-8330

secrets in nature.
At Clinch River State Park, a ranger
will lead you on a 4-mile hike along the
Clinch and to ruins of a failed French
settlement.
The 41 award-winning Virginia
State Parks are managed by the Virginia Department of Conservation
and Recreation. For more information,
or to buy an annual pass or gift certificate, visit www.virginiastateparks.gov

The Naughty List: BBB’s 12 Scams
of Christmas
While 2021 is quickly winding
down, scams targeting the public continue to cause trouble. Consumers
should watch out for any fraudulent
schemes aimed at swiping their cash
and stealing personal information.
Better Business Bureau (BBB) has a
Naughty List with the top 12 scams of
Christmas that are most likely to catch
consumers and donors off guard during this season.
Many of the scams on this list are
facilitated through emails and social
media platforms, however the latter
is where most people are vulnerable.
Exercise caution when coming across
social media ads about discounted
items, event promotions, job opportunities and donation requests, as well as
direct messages from strangers. If you
are asked to make a payment or donation by wire or e-transfer, through
third parties, by prepaid debit or gift
cards, treat this as a red flag.
Be mindful of these scams that
could cut into your holiday cheer and
our tips to avoid them:
1. Misleading Social Media Ads: As
you scroll through your social media
feed, you often see items for sale from
a small business. Sometimes the business even claims to support a charity to try to get you to order, or they
offer a free trial. BBB Scam Tracker
receives reports of people paying for
items that they never receive, getting
charged monthly for a free trial they
never signed up for, or receiving an
item that is counterfeit or much different from the one advertised. The 2020
BBB Scam Tracker Risk Report found
that online purchase scams were the
most common cons reported to Scam
Tracker and the category with the
most victims. Do your homework and
research the company before ordering. Check out the business profile on
BBB.org and read the reviews.
2. Social Media Gift Exchanges:
Each holiday season this scheme pops
back up, and this year is no different.
See BRIEFS, 22
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BRIEFS, from 21

ed. Be wary of free apps, as they can
sometimes contain more advertising
than apps that require a nominal fee.
Free apps can also contain malware.
4. Alerts About Compromised Accounts: BBB has been receiving reports on Scam Tracker about a con
claiming your Amazon, PayPal, Netflix or bank account has been compromised. Victims receive an email, call,
or text message which explains that
there has been suspicious activity on
one of their accounts, and it further
urges them to take immediate action
to prevent the account from being
compromised. Be extra cautious about
unsolicited calls, emails, and texts.
5. Free Gift Cards: Nothing brings
good cheer like the word ‘FREE’. Scammers have been known to take advantage of this weakness by sending bulk
phishing emails requesting personal
information to receive free gift cards.
In some of these emails, scammers
impersonate legitimate companies
like Starbucks and promise gift cards
to loyal customers that have been supporting their business throughout the
pandemic. They may also use pop-up
ads or send text messages with links
saying you were randomly selected as
the winner for a prize.

A newer version of this scam revolves
around exchanging bottles of wine;
another suggests purchasing $10 gifts
online. Another twist asks you to submit your email into a list where participants get to pick a name and send
money to strangers to “pay it forward.”
There is even a twist about “Secret
Santa Dog” where you buy a $10 gift
for your “secret dog.”
In all of these versions, participants
unwittingly share their personal information, along with those of their
family members and friends, and are
further tricked into buying and shipping gifts or money to unknown individuals. And-- it’s an illegal pyramid
scheme.
3. Holiday Apps: Apple’s App Store
and Google Play list dozens of holidaythemed apps where children can video
chat live with Santa, light the menorah, watch Santa feed live reindeer,
track his sleigh on Christmas Eve,
or relay their holiday wish lists. This
holiday season, like last year when
COVID-19 caused children to skip the
traditional in-person visit with Santa,
apps may play a more important role
than ever. Review privacy policies to
see what information will be collect-

If you have received an unsolicited
email with gift card offers, do not open
it. Instead, mark it as Spam or Junk.
However, if you opened the email, do
not click on any links.
6. Temporary Holiday Jobs: Retailers typically hire seasonal workers
to help meet the demands of holiday
shoppers. Shippers and delivery services are top holiday employers this
year because of the increase in online orders and the need to get most
of these packages delivered before
Christmas. These jobs are a great way
to make extra money, sometimes with
the possibility of turning into a longterm employment opportunity. However, jobseekers need to be wary of
employment scams aimed at stealing
money and personal information from
job applicants. Keep an eye out for opportunities that seem too good to be
true.
7. Look-Alike Websites: The holiday
season brings endless emails offering
deals, sales and bargains. Be wary of
emails with links enclosed. Some may
lead to look-alike websites created by
scammers to trick people into downloading malware, making dead-end
purchases and sharing private information. If you are uncertain about the

Warren/Frederick County Business Directory

Advertising
Alison Duvall.........................540-551-2072
Attorneys
Douglas Harold .................... 540-869-0040
Georgia Rossiter ....................540-535-2001
Auto Dealers & Service
Malloy Toyota ........................540-678-1791
Matthews Auto Center ............540-636-7567
Marlow Motors .....................540-635-4158
Bill Long’s Auto Care Clinic ..... 540-635-2455
Banks
City National Bank ...............BankAtCity.com
Cabin Rental
Hot Tub Heaven .....................540-636-1694

Gifts & Collectibles
Mountain Mystic ....................540-635-6318
On Second Thought ............... 540-465-2655
Dusty’s Country Store ............ 540-522-5083
Golf Courses
Bowling Green Country Club ... 540-635-2024
Shenandoah Valley Golf Club ... 540-636-4653

Guitar Instruction
Phil Zuckerman ..................... 540-514-0788
Gyms / Fitness Instruction
Fitness Evolution .................. 540-636-3400
Handyman Services
BS Build/Remodel/Handyman ... 540-551-2673

Computer Sales & Service
Royal Oak Computers .............540-635-7064

Hardware Stores
Ramsey True Value Front Royal .540-635-2547
Ramsey True Value Berryville ...540-955-1900

Dentists
Thomas Family Dentistry ........ 540-465-3980

Hearing Centers
Affordable Hearing Care..........540-233-1940

Driving Instruction
Aadvanced Driving Instruction ..540-635-9015

Heating & Air Conditioning
AireServ............................... 540-551-8312
Dave’s Diversified Services ..... 540-636-3396
Kenny’s Oil Burner Service ...... 540-869-7250

Eckankar
Virginia Satsang Society ........... eckankar.org
Electricity Service Providers
Rappahannock Electric Coop ... 800-552-3904
Farmer’s Markets
Woodbine Farm Market...........540-465-2729

Home Remodeling, Repair, Electrical
Christoff Construction..............703-895-7711
Hospitals
Warren Memorial Hospital ...... 540-636-0300
Winchester Medical Center ..... 540-536-8000
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Alison Duvall
Sales Manager

Junk Yards
Hillbilly’s Bentonville Junkyard . 540-636-2671

Lawn Care
A&J’s Lawn Care .....................540-816-2174
Conway Lawn Care ................ 540-975-2313
Pacific Landscaping ............... 540-313-2721
Mortgages
Greg Lynch - CBM.................. 540-305-9838

email, do not click any of the links.
Instead, hover over them to see where
they reroute.
8. Fake Charities: Typically, 40% of
all charitable donations are received
during the last few weeks of the year.
However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many organizations had to
cancel their usual fundraising events
and awareness campaigns and are
now inviting donors to support online. Donors are advised to lookout
for fraudulent charities and scammers
pretending to be individuals in need.
Avoid impromptu donation decisions
to unfamiliar organizations. Responsible organizations will welcome a gift
tomorrow as much as they do today.
Verify a charity at BBB’s give.org or on
the Canada Revenue Agency website.

Humane Society of Warren County
1245 Progress Dr, Front Royal, VA 22630 • (540) 635-4734

We will be waiving adoption fees for all senior cats (aged 7+)
through the end of December. We know everyone loves the itty bitty
kittens, but we have several older kitties looking for “Homes for the
Holidays” and they are just as deserving of loving homes. Follow us
on Facebook for more adoption specials and to keep up with all of
our events!
Chaos is a 1-yrold
neutered
male pit mix. His
ideal home would
have no other
animals or kids
because this guy
is large and in
charge! Because
of that, he will need someone who can handle
his strength. He is very puppy-like and will need
training, but he has his basic commands now because he is very treat motivated. Come down and
meet this boy with a giant smile!

Kevin is an 8-yrold male lab/
pit mix. Kevin is
always in a good
mood and ALWAYS
down to play with
some toys. Before
coming to the shelter, he was an “outside dog” so his new owner will need to be ready
to help him adjust to indoor life, including potty
training. Although considered a senior he is very
active and can pull a bit on leash. His ideal home
is no cats, no small kids, and bigger dog friends.

Chaos’s ad sponsored by:

Kevin’s ad sponsored by:

Museums
Belle Grove Plantation ........... 540-869-2028

Hillbilly’s Junkyard

Pets
Shear Elegance .................... 540-622-8085
Spicewood Flats ....................540-635-8979

Hillbilly has what you NEED!
4381 Stonewall Jackson Hwy
Bentonville, VA • 636-2671
hillbillysjunkyard.com

Real Estate Agents & Brokers
Beth Waller ...........................540-671-6145
Melanie Hamel...................... 540-671-3369
Tana Hoffman ........................540-671-1994
Ken Thurman ........................ 540-749-2613
Martha Buracker ................... 540-671-6349
Sandra Strickler ....................540-671-0020
Crystal Elliott ........................540-671-5850
Kathy McLendon....................540-622-7698
Sharon Cales ........................540-683-1370
Jennifer Avery...................... 540-683-0790
Rocco Christoff.......................703-895-7711
Team Daniels ........................540-683-7550

Tito’s ad sponsored by:

Schools
Dynamic Life Christian School . 540-636-9595

Wanda Himes–Principle Broker

Senior Living
Hidden Springs Senior Living ... 540-636-2008
Shenandoah Senior Living .......540-635-7923

540-622-4368

P.O. Box 500
Front Royal, VA 22630
Call/Text: 540-551-2072
alisond@warrencountyreport.com

Tires
Tony’s Tires ..........................540-551-0922

A+J’s Lawn Care
• Mowing
• Weedeating
• Leaf Blowing
• Low Rates!

We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174

Tito is a 2-yr-old
Toby is a 7-yr-old
black and white male
male Jack Russell
mixed breed (pointer,
Chihuahua mix.
maybe?) Tito is one
This little guy is on
of the best behaved
the older side but
boys here at the
you would never
shelter! He keeps his
know after meetkennel neat and tidy
ing him. He abeveryday. He walks
solutely loves getAMAZING on a leash
ting the zoomies
and makes a great running partner. He does need and this boy is FAST! After dog testing, he does
a home with no kids or cats but we know there’s best with smaller, submissive dogs. Though he is
a home out there for him!
small, he likes to think he’s in charge.

Roofers
Hamrick’s ............................540-631-0666

Tanning Salons
Beach Bum Front Royal .......... 540-635-6466
Beach Bum Winchester .......... 540-545-8895

Where possible, donate to the charity
through their website and use a credit
card.
9. Fake Shipping Notifications:
More consumers are making purchases online, there is also an increase
in the number of notifications about
shipping details from retailers and
carriers. Scammers are using this new
surge to send phishing emails with
links enclosed that may allow unwanted access to your private information
or download malware onto your device. They may also try to trick people
into paying new shipping fees.
10. Pop Up Holiday Virtual Events:
This year, many local in-person events
such as pop-up holiday markets or
craft fairs, have moved online. Scammers are creating fake event pages, so-

– The Himes Group –

Advertise Your Business Here
Call or Text Alison Duvall:
540-551-2072

410 South Royal Ave.
Front Royal, VA 22630
wndajo@gmail.com
wandajohimes.com

Toby’s ad sponsored by:

Mowing and
Landscaping
Great Rates • Quality Service
Serving the Shenandoah Valley
& Outlying Areas for over 15 years

Conway Lawn Care, LLC
540-975-2313

With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes.
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!
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cial media posts, and emails, charging
admission for what used to be a free
event. The goal is to steal credit card
information. Confirm with the organizer of the event if there is an admission fee. In the cases where there is a
charge, use a credit card. If the event
is free, watch for scammers trying to
claim otherwise.
11. Top Holiday Wishlist Items: Low
or ridiculously priced luxury goods,
jewelry, designer clothing, and electronics are almost always cheap counterfeits and knockoffs. This year, the
Galactic Snackin’ Grogu Animatronic
(aka Baby Yoda) and game consoles
are some of the items in high demand.
Be very cautious when considering to
purchase these high-value items from
individuals through social sites.
12. Puppy Scams: Many families,
especially those with children, may
be considering to add a furry friend
to their household this year. However,
you could fall victim to a pet scam,
which are on the rise this year. Request
to see the pet in person before making
a purchase.
For general information on how
to avoid scams, visit BBB.org/AvoidScams. For more advice, read BBB’s
tips on online shopping. If you’ve
spotted an online scam, report it to
BBB ScamTracker.
Read more BBB Holiday Tips at
BBB.org/holiday

DMV expands walk-in availability
as part of new hybrid service plan
Walk-in service now oﬀered Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday; appointment availability remains
Monday and Friday
Beginning Wednesday, December 15, 2021, Virginia Department
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) customers
may choose to walk in for service on
Wednesdays, in addition to Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays (in offices
with Saturday hours), at all 75 customer service centers (CSCs). Appointments will still be available on
Mondays and Fridays. Hours vary by
office location.
DMV launched its hybrid service
model, with alternating days of appointments and walk-ins, October 5
with a pledge to Virginians to evaluate data and adjust as necessary to
provide optimal service. A month of
evaluation showed that, in addition to

A+J’s Lawn Care

continued strong support for appointments, an added day of walk-in service
would further enhance customer service options.
“To provide the best possible service
to all Virginians, we continually assess
how, when and where Virginians want
to access their DMV. Throughout the
pandemic, dmvNOW.com became
even more popular so we added to the
slate of over 50 online services. People
love the convenience of our neighborhood DMV Select and mobile DMV
Connect programs so we expanded
each,” said DMV Commissioner Richard D. Holcomb. “After evaluating our
new in-person hybrid service model,
our data shows a need to fine tune the
balance of walk-in and appointment
days. We want customers to customize their DMV experience through our
many service options and we will continue to work hard to enhance those
options for them.”
Data shows strong customer preference of DMV service options outside
of the traditional customer service
center. In fact, just last week, customers completed 32% more of their DMV
business online compared to almost
two years ago, pre-pandemic.
Service options other than a CSC
include:
Online: More than 50 services are
available at dmvNOW.com
Mail: Popular services such as driver’s license and vehicle registration renewals may be completed by mail
Drop-off : Customers needing a
title after purchasing a vehicle from
an individual (not a dealer) may drop
off their applications and supporting
documents at a CSC
DMV Select: Vehicle-related services are offered through our partner
offices
DMV Connect: Appointments can
be scheduled for nearly every DMV
service with the agency’s mobile teams
Customers who have scheduled
an appointment and instead decide
to walk in for service should cancel
that appointment to make it available
for other customers. Customers with
Wednesday appointments December 15 or later will be automatically
rescheduled for a new date near the
original appointment.

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/mo.
(where available.) Switch & Get a FREE
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming
on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-888-4763207

Shenandoah County Del. Todd Gilbert
is the Va. House Speaker-designee

House Republicans: Northam’s
budget will be reviewed and revised

• Leaf Blowing • Mowing
• Weedeating • Low Rates!
We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174

“House Republicans will work with
the incoming administration and our
colleagues in the Senate to ensure Virginia budgets responsibly. The excess
revenues Virginia is currently experiencing are not guaranteed and the
General Assembly must budget accordingly. I am pleased that Governor
Northam’s final budget proposal seeks
to fund a number of initiatives that
were proposed by Republicans just a
few months ago, including tax relief
and helping localities repair crumbling schools. That being said, the final budget produced by the House of
Delegates will contain tax relief for all
Virginians, proposals to keep Virginians safe, ease the burden of higher
costs due to federal government inaction, and additional priorities Republicans championed during the 2021
campaigns.”
House Majority Leader Terry Kilgore gave the following statement:
“In November, Virginians sent a
message to lawmakers that they expect leaders in Richmond to work
toward a stronger, more prosperous
future for the Commonwealth. While
Governor Northam’s budget proposal
isn’t perfect, it does adopt many of the
ideas that Republicans in the House of
Delegates have been championing for
years. It includes, for instance, investment in K-12 schools, economic development, and universal broadband
for Southwest Virginia — investments
we can build on to strengthen our
education system and create jobs in
the region. It also includes important
relief measures for those struggling
under the financial weight of bad political decision-making. Republicans
in the House of Delegates will work
with Governor-elect Glenn Youngkin
and our colleagues across the aisle to
make certain Virginians come first.”
Incoming House Appropriations
Committee Chairman Barry Knight
gave the following statement:
“The Governor’s proposed budget
for 2022-24 serves the same function
as every other budget sent to the General Assembly – it’s a place to start,
an outline of a document that will be
crafted by the General Assembly beginning with the House Appropriations Committee. While a number of

Governor Northam presented his
2022-2024 biennial budget Dec. 16.
The Governor’s budget will be reviewed and revised in the coming
months. House Republican leaders issued the following statements:
Speaker-designee Todd Gilbert gave
the following statement:

New
Beginnings
Community
Greetings

540-635-8660
“Introducing Your Business to
New Homeowners in our Community”
P.O. Box 1025 • Front Royal VA 22630

the Governor’s suggestions have merit, I expect there to be significant differences between what was presented
today and the final product signed
into law by Governor Glenn Youngkin
next year.”

away from home.
Barriers such as potential candidates inability to meet hiring standards for driving record or criminal
histories.
Truck driver training schools
trained far fewer drivers than normal
in 2020.
Infrastructure and other issues, like
a lack of truck parking spots causing
drivers to stop earlier to rest for the
night. Congestion also limits drivers’
ability to safely and efficiently make
deliveries.
Refueling the pipeline of workers

Trucking on: How truckers are
battling historic labor shortage
By Joe Dodson
Capital News Service
RICHMOND, Va. -- From hand
sanitizer and vaccines to groceries and
toilet paper, truck drivers are trucking
through the COVID-19 pandemic despite a historic labor shortage.
Many industries moved workers
home during the start of the pandemic, but truckers worked “to meet the
needs of this country.”
“The trucking industry has stepped
up and delivered through this whole
pandemic,” said Dale Bennett, who
has served as president of the Virginia
Trucking Association since 1989.
The VTA is a dues-paying membership organization that supports members and lobbies the General Assembly.
Bennett said the trucking industry
is experiencing the worst labor shortage that he has ever seen. The American Trucking Association estimated
that by the end of 2021 there will be
a shortage of over 80,000 workers,
and it will double by 2030. The exact
shortage in Virginia is unclear, according to Bennett.
“That is the highest that it’s ever
been,” Bennett said. “The driver shortage may be as bad as I have seen it in
my time here.”
In an October report to Congress,
the American Trucking Association,
or ATA, laid out eight primary reasons
for the industry shortage:
High retirement numbers due to an
aging workforce.
Women account for just over 6% of
the workforce.
Failed drug tests.
Federally mandated minimum age
of 21 to drive commercially across
state lines.
Lifestyle issues, such as long hours

The industry will have to recruit
nearly 1 million new drivers over the
next decade to replace drivers and hire
needed ones due to industry growth,
the ATA forecast.
The trucking industry hauls over
70% of U.S. freight, according to the
ATA. Consumer demand is high and
42% of Americans say they plan to
spend $500 more this holiday season
than last, according to the quarterly
MassMutual Holiday Finances Consumer Spending and Saving Quarterly
Index.
The number of heavy, or CDLlicensed, tractor-trailer drivers decreased from 43,620 in May 2019 to
42,120 in May 2020 (down 3.4%) while
the number of light truck drivers increased from 20,970 to 21,850 during
that same time period (up 4.2%), according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Pickup and delivery drivers fall
into the light truck driver category.
Bennett warned that Virginia is
short of the amount of heavy truck
drivers needed to meet demand from
consumers.
“We’ve got a demographic problem
in the industry,” Bennett said. “The
average age is older than the general
workforce and a lot of those folks are
retiring.”
Under federal law, a driver has to be
at least 21 to drive outside of the state
where they hold a commercial driver’s
license. Large trucking companies in
Virginia like Old Dominion Freight
Line have routes reaching from Anchorage, Alaska to Miami. The inability to travel over state lines makes
drivers under 21 less valuable.
“A 19 year old can drive a tractor
trailer from Norfolk, Virginia all the
way to Bristol, Virginia,” Bennett said.
“But once he gets to Bristol he cannot drive that tractor trailer over state
lines into Bristol, Tennessee.”
Congress passed the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act on Nov. 5,
See TRUCKING, 24
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which includes provisions for an apprenticeship pilot program that would
enable drivers under 21 to drive interstate after passing the program.
The bill, sponsored by U.S. Rep.
Peter DeFazio, D-Oregon, will invest
$110 billion into roads, bridges and
projects.
Other issues
COVID-19 vaccine requirements
could affect the labor force also. The
Occupational Safety and Health Administration issued an emergency
temporary standard on Nov. 4 which
requires covered employers with more
than 100 workers to mandate the COVID-19 vaccine or require regular
testing. ATA CEO and president Chris
Spears predicted in a letter released
on Oct. 21 that the policy could lead
to companies losing up to 37% of their
drivers to retirements, attrition to
smaller carriers or conversion to independent contractor owner-operators.
Age is not the only demographic
where the trucking industry is an outlier. Women account for over 6% of
truck drivers compared to over 47% of
the general workforce, according to a
2017 survey conducted by the Census
Bureau.
The pandemic also caused temporary shutdowns of driver training
schools and the Department of Motor
Vehicles, which made addressing the
urgent labor shortage difficult.
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installation. Senior & Military Discounts Available. Limited Time Offer
- FREE virtual in-home consultation
now and SAVE 15%! Call Today!
1-866-491-9867
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Duncan Quicke, coordinator of the
truck driving training school at Southside Virginia Community College in
Brunswick County, said the school
closed for three months at the start
of the pandemic. Demand for CDL
classes is now at an all time high, but
it’s more difficult to schedule appointments at DMV, Quicke said.
“Our classes prior to COVID were
probably averaging seven to eight individuals per six-week period,” Quicke
said. “Our class size today is probably

averaging 10 to 11.”
Weak links in the supply chain
Truck companies are also feeling
the impact of the supply chain issue.
Companies have trouble ordering new
trucks or parts to fix their fleets, Bennett said. A global microchip shortage has driven up the value of new
and used cars. People are buying auto
parts to keep their old vehicles running, which creates an extreme de-

mand for parts.
“They are cannibalizing parts off of
older vehicles just to keep them running and moving freight,” Bennett
said.
The Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act includes a 38% increase in
funding for bridges and roads. The
Virginia Department of Transportation will manage the funds but a portion of funding is expected to be allocated to growing the Norfolk Harbor,
according to a press release from Rep.
Abigail Spanberger, D-7th.

Long delays at ports have made getting freight delivered on time a challenge for carriers.
“It’s called a chain for a lot of reasons, because it’s got a lot of links in it,”
Bennett said. “Not all of those links are
operating as efficiently as they need to
be.”
Capital News Service is a program
of Virginia Commonwealth University’s Robertson School of Media and
Culture. Students in the program cover
news for a variety of media outlets in
Virginia.

Why work at Walmart?
Training and Opportunity
• Walmart Academy training for career advancement
• More than 300,000 US associates promoted with higher pay in FY 2021
• More than 75% of salaried store management teams started as hourly
• As of March 2021, average US hourly wage was over $15.25 per hour
Education Beneﬁts
• Associates have the opportunity to go back to school, paid for by Walmart
• Finish high school, earn a college degree or professional certiﬁcate

At Rural King we have an outstanding product mix with items such
as livestock feed, farm equipment, agricultural parts, lawn mowers,
workwear, fashion clothing, housewares and toys with Every Day Low
Prices. Our friendly staff will help you ﬁnd whatever you’re looking for.

FREE Coffee & Popcorn!
Rural King
465 South St. Front Royal, VA 22630
540-631-1740 • ruralking.com
Open 7 days a week from 7am - 9pm

DENTAL Insurance
If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get
back on track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company now for inexpensive dental insurance.
Get help paying for the dental care you need.

• Fully Licensed
• Top Quality Sound
• Restaurants/Parties
• 20 Years Experience
• dan@route11dj.com

Getting back to the dentist
couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY

1-844-852-6401
Dental50Plus.com/14

Get your FREE Information Kit
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for
similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN:
P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

Health care and insurance options made affordable
• All eligible associates – both full- and part-time – have affordable options
• Medical plans starting at $30.50 per pay period
• Dental and vision plans and coverage for domestic partners is available
• Free access to nurse care managers and health care advisors
• Company-paid life insurance
Many other beneﬁts including:
• 401(k) options from day 1 with 6% match after one year on the job
• Associate stock purchase plan with company match
• 10% discount on regularly priced general merchandise at Walmart stores
• Discounts on travel, cell phone services, entertainment and other goods
• Paid time off
• Maternal and parental leave and adoption beneﬁts for salaried and full-time
hourly associates who have worked at Walmart for at least 12 months

See current benefits at careers.walmart.com
Walmart #1406: 2350 S Pleasant Valley Rd Winchester
Walmart #3344: 501 Walmart Dr Winchester
Walmart #4514: 201 Maranto Manor Dr Winchester
Walmart #5105: 10 Riverton Commons Dr Front Royal

Winchester and Front Royal openings include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Starting at $14-$16 per hour!
Auto Care Center
Fuel Station
Stocking & Unloading
General Merchandise
Hourly Supervisor & Training
Food & Grocery

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cashier & Front End Services
Stocking & Unloading
Online Orderﬁlling & Delivery
Health & Wellness
Deli/Bakery Team
Asset Protection
Meat/Produce Team

Apply Now at: careers.walmart.com

or Text “Jobs” to 240240

Walmart Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer – By Choice.
Walmart Inc. participates in E-Verify.

