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Mildred Lee Grove – A woman for all seasons
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Mildred Lee, about 1968, at fireplace in her kitchen with a set of china
she inherited from her ancestors.

By Mark Gunderman
Mildred Lee Grove was a woman for all seasons, had a reputation for living generously.
In 1987, the Winchester-Frederick County Historical Society named the then 84-year-old
Mildred Lee Grove, Historian of
the Year. The inscription on the
plaque she received at the annual meeting recognized Miss

Grove as “a faithful and diligent
historian” whose service to the
Society has been invaluable. Miss
Grove exceled at using history to
tell stories. Her expertise was in
the supervision of town records,

taped recordings, photographs,
drawings and the townspeople
themselves to interpret the past of
the local area. She had the perfect
skill-mix of intelligence, patience
and scholarship and art and writing, which she employed to preserve the memories and ideas of
past events. She was a member of
the Winchester-Frederick County
Historical Society for over 40
years serving not only as Recording Secretary, but also on the Editorial Board. She belonged to the
Archeological Society of Virginia
and participated in many of their
programs.
Miss Grove strongly believed
that the community should have
well documented records for reference in future years. She became increasingly involved in historic preservation which included
preserving houses, commercial
buildings and churches that
played major roles in the community. Miss Grove understood

that community pride is centered
on town residents acquiring the
knowledge to remember and to
celebrate the past and to prepare
important current events for
memories as well.
Mildred Lee Grove was born
in Stephens City, Virginia, December 29, 1902 and was the only
child of Samuel Benton Grove and
Cara Altha Steele Grove. She had
a brother who died in infancy. After attending Stephens City High
School, she continued her education, receiving a bachelor’s degree
in Philosophy from Hollins College in Roanoke (Class of 1924)
and a master’s degree in English
Drama from the University of
Virginia in 1929. Her thesis topic
was on Henrik Johan Ibsen, the
Norwegian playwright.1 She took
additional coursework in counseling at Richmond Professional Institute (Virginia Commonwealth
University) and New York University.2

Miss Grove taught English for
one year in Clifton Forge, followed in 1925 by five years teaching at John Handley High School
in Winchester. Following a twelve
year leave of absence to recover
from tuberculosis, she returned
to Handley in 1942 to teach English for seven more years before
accepting the position of Visiting
Teacher for Winchester Public
Schools in 1949. In this capacity
she served as truant officer, social
worker and as the school’s liaison
to various social agencies until her
retirement in August 1968.
Mildred Lee Grove accepted the
invitation to join the Delta Kappa
Gamma Society, the National
Honor Society for Women Teachers who have demonstrated leadership from kindergarten to university in both public and private
schools. She was initiated into the
society in 1951 at the State Convention in Staunton, Virginia.3
Before and after retirement,
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Mildred Lee, Visiting Teacher for
Winchester Public Schools about
1950.

Miss Grove was engaged in many
civic and philanthropic activities in Frederick County. She was
the founder of the Social Service
Council of Winchester and actively committed to the Northwest
Sheltered Workshop, the Salvation Army Board and the Mental
Health Board, as well as other organizations. During this time, she
discreetly used her personal finances to purchase food, clothing,
shoes and medicines for students
and their families. 4

Miss Grove had deep personal
roots in Stephens City as over eight
generations of her ancestors had
resided in Frederick County. She
lived her entire life in the home of
her parents and grandparents at
historic 5357 Main Street (WellsAllemong-Steele-Grove House) in
Stephens City. Her grandmother
Altha Watson Steele and grandfather Milton Boyd Steele bought
the house in 1872. According to
Miss Grove, the brick building
was built in 1834 and the adjoining log cabin store was built about
1762 to 1765.5 A counting room
was added in the 1830s that connected the log cabin store to the
brick residence.6
Her Aunt Inez Virginia Steele
was the author of Methodism and
Early Days in Stephens City, Virginia. Like her Aunt Inez, Miss
Grove became the town authority on Stephens City history. Her
Grandfather Milton Boyd Steele
was a devout Methodist and Sunday School teacher. Grove’s father,
Samuel Grove, was employed in
the carriage business with the
Banner Buggy Company in Richmond.7 Later, he was influential

Warren Heritage Society

Open House

Thursday, December 9, 2021
2-6 pm

We welcome you to come
tour our grounds. The Belle
Boyd House, The Ivy Lodge,
and The Balthis House, the
oldest house on Chester
Street. Refreshments will
be served.

Warren Heritage Society
101 Chester Street
Front Royal, VA 22630
Tel: 540-636-1446

in the establishment of automobile dealerships in Virginia.8 Miss
Grove was a lifelong member
and supporter of the Stephens
City United Methodist Church.
According to long time Church
Trustee, Ray Ewing, Miss Grove
provided substantial funding toward the 1966 Education Building
extension. “Later on, she made
continual donations to specifically reduce the principal amount
of the mortgage on the education
building debt. She didn’t like paying interest,” said Ewing.
As an early member of the
Winchester-Frederick
County
Historical Society, Miss Grove
had participated in the local
preservation movement. She was
among those who influenced the
way George Washington’s Office,

Abram’s Delight, the 18th Century
Valley Cabin (from Cork Street in
Winchester), and Stonewall Jackson’s Headquarters in Winchester
were preserved, renovated and
presented to the public as exhibition buildings. They were also,
no doubt, what Miss Grove had
in mind as she conceived and
communicated her vision for the
Stone House.9
Throughout the 1960s, 70s and
80s, Linda Simmons, Stone House
Foundation Second Vice President, Secretary and first cousin,
once removed, visited with Mildred Lee. “She was my mentor
and took me to meetings of the
historical society in Winchester,
we went on endless tours of old
houses. She shared my budding
interest in art history and went

with me to the state library as well
as endless courthouses to search
local records,” Simmons said.
Miss Grove had a reputation for
living generously, which Simmons
believes came from family history,
personal adversity and a Christian, loving, kind heart. “This is
why Miss Grove provided tuition
assistance to female students attending college or university and
older women and widows were
given the gift of paying for or off
their homes or houses to live in or
remain as life estates,” Simmons
added.
Miss Grove was a friend to the
African American community
in Stephens City. According to
Simmons, “When Orrick Chapel
merged with the local MethodSee MILDRED GROVE, 4
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ist Church in 1991, the trustees
of Orrick Chapel turned to Miss
Grove to ensure the historic
building would not be abandoned,
sold or torn down.” In 1993, Miss
Grove had the Orrick Chapel
property transferred to the Stone
House Foundation where it has
since undergone several sensitive
interior restorations.
Current Foundation President,
Linden Fravel’s, first meeting with
Miss Grove came after his discovery of thousands of pottery shards
at the Andrew Pitman property.
“I had been able to reconstruct a
number of pots, jugs, and other
vessels. I called and made an appointment for us to meet. That
began our relationship that lasted
until her death,” Fravel said.
Fravel continues, ”Our initial
conversation dealt with the potters of Newtown. She remem-

bered that she had observed a
strata or layer of pottery at three
distinct places on Main Street
when the water lines were being
installed. Each of the three instances occurred in front of properties that had previously been
occupied by the potters John and
Andrew Pitman and their nephew
John Nolen. She correctly deduced that these shards were the
remains of “wasters” that did not
“fire” correctly. They had been
smashed and used as cobble on
the sidewalk in front of each location. I knew immediately that we
were kindred souls, bound by our
search for the unpublished history
of Newtown/Stephensburg.”
Along with Linda Simmons,
Fravel had the honor of speaking
at Miss Grove’s funeral. He spoke
about a small scrap of paper that
he had found among Miss Groves
many documents. Upon it was
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a verse written in Miss Grove’s
handwriting, “Many follow the
same trail, but few leave markers
for those who follow.” Fravel concludes, “Miss Grove was a mentor
to all who loved local history. The
“markers” that she left and her
observations and attention to detail are evident in the day-to-day
work of the foundation she chartered over 30 years ago.”
During the 1980s and 90s, Miss
Grove would often reminisce during frequent interviews about life
at the turn of the twentieth century. The topics included early firefighting techniques, Christmas
Eve childhood memories, Saturday night activity in town and
Sunday morning routines, local
shopping experiences, crushed
limestone roads, country doctors

and dentists, early post office locations, President Andrew Jackson’s speech from the front porch
of the then Main Street Tavern, a
once bustling Mudville business
district and Grandma Steele’s version of General Phil Sheridan’s
Cedar Creek “dash.” She gladly
shared her memories with others
who wanted to acquire knowledge
just as she did through the learned
art of story-telling.
In the early nineties, Winchester resident, Barbara Cooper, was a home health physical
therapist with Valley Health who
made visits to Mildred Grove at
the family home on Main Street.
”Even with her broken hip, she insisted on giving me a tour of the
home and showed me where the
old detached kitchen had been

connected to the house. I credit
her for kindling my interest in
local history. We had wonderful
conversations. At ninety, her faith
was strong. She never once complained of pain. I would describe
her as serene. I also remember she
was very excited about visits from
the late Dr. Dave Powers, a former
foundation board member, and
his interest in Newtown history,”
Cooper said.
The Newtown History Center
is maintained by the Stone House
Foundation, a not-for-profit, taxexempt, privately-operated organization governed by a board of
directors. Named for the small
stone dwelling built in the 1760s
(currently undergoing restoration) that originally housed the
Museum, the Foundation has al-

Belgian Waffle Bar,
Assorted Mini Muffins, Scones & Pastries
Scrambled Eggs, Honey Glazed Ham, Applewood Smoked Bacon,
Sausage Links, Sausage Gravy and Fresh Biscuits
Fresh Fruit & Cheese Display
Beef Tenderloin, Smoked Salmon with Diced Egg, Capers, Red Onion
Roasted Potatoes, Grilled Asparagus
Mixed Green Salad topped with Goat Cheese, Candied Walnuts, Dried Cranberries, Balsamic Vinaigrette
SCGC Doughnut Bread Pudding prepared with
Apple House Cinnamon Apple Doughnuts

Includes Bloody Mary, Mimosa, Sangria
Juices, Coffee, Hot Tea, Sweet Tea, Water
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Mildred Lee, Stephens City High
School graduation, 1920. Photos
courtesy Stone House Foundation.

ways been focused on educating
children, residents and visitors
about the history and culture of
the lower Shenandoah Valley.
With the town of Stephens City
as its focus, the Foundation seeks
to interest and engage residents,
visitors, scholars and students in
the events, life-ways and material
culture of the region.10
The restoration continues the
vision of Mildred Lee Grove,
who established the Stone House
Foundation in 1990. Near the end
of her life, Grove felt the need to
turn the Stone House into a museum so Stephens City would
have a place to preserve its heritage. Grove died in 1997 at the age

of 94. She left an endowment of
about $3.5 million to ensure that
the Foundation could carry her vision for the property forward.11
1The Winchester Star, Mildred Lee
Grove Obituary, dated November 24,
1997
2The Winchester Star, Mildred Lee
Grove Obituary and Some Worthy
Lives, by Michael M. Forman, Winchester-Frederick County Historical
Society, 2007, p.48-49
3Stone House Foundation digital files
related to Mildred Lee Grove exhibit.
4Some Worthy Lives, by Michael M.
Forman, Winchester-Frederick County
Historical Society, 2007, p.48-49
5The great war and modern memory,
by Linda McCarty, The Winchester
Star, August 2, 1989
6Historical tour of Stephens City, by
Linda McCarty, The Winchester Star,
October 10, 1990
7Town life at the turn of the century,
County tales, The Winchester Star, September 26, 1990
8Some Worthy Lives, by Michael M.
Forman, Winchester-Frederick County
Historical Society, 2007, p.48-49
9Restoration Project, Newtown History Center web site
10About the Foundation, Newtown
History Center web site
11Stone House Foundation receives
50K for restoration work, by Josh Janney, The Winchester Star, September
29, 2021

– gunderman2001@aol.com

Holiday Pottery and Art Sale
DEC 4TH THRU JAN 3RD AT THE GALLERY

Gallery

Holiday Pottery and Art Sale
501 East Main St, Front Royal, VA
facebook/exploreartandclay

Studio

Paint your own Pottery

100 East 8th St , Front Royal, VA
540-636-6019
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Featuring
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19th
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THRUNovember
NEW YEAR’S!
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**
DRIVE THRU PARK HOURS
Thurs & Sun 5PM-8PM • Fri & Sat 5PM-9PM
SHOPPING VILLAGE HOURS
November 26th-December 18th
Fri 5PM-9PM • Sat 2PM-9PM
CARNIVAL HOURS
Open November 26th-December 19th
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Shopping Village

• Over 20 Vendors
• Holiday Decor
& Homemade Gifts
• Holiday Treats & Desserts

Carnival features:
• Kids Carnival Rides
• Games
• Fair Food!

Drive Thru Park

Admission $25 PER CAR LOAD
Features over 40 Holiday Light Scenes

Special Family Night

Thursday Nights - $5.00 Off Per Car
“Open Every Night The Week Before Christmas - 5PM-8PM”
Visit our website at www.christmasinthevalleyva.com

Questioning holiday travel plans?
Travel in comfort and style on AMTRAK!
We’ll arrange it ALL! Call Today!

540-636-1634

216 E. Main Street Front Royal, VA 22630
www.mainstreet-travel.com

Support for Christmas in the Valley provided by:

Special Thank You To The Town Of Woodstock

Two local businesses joined forces on Main Street
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Dusty’s Country Store is loaded with unique local gifts from women’s,
veterans’, and local crafters businesses.
Ginny Leser of Main Street Travel and Dusty Williams of Dusty’s Country
Store have joined forces to share the space at 216 E. Main St. in downtown Front Royal.

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report
One example of the ever-changing face of Main Street in Front
Royal is the recent decision of the
owners of two successful businesses, Main Street Travel and
Dusty’s Country Store to share
the same space.
Dusty Williams has moved her
inventory from The Downtown

Market (DTM) collaborative to
move in with the well-established
Ginny Leser and her Main Street
Travel business at 216 E. Main St.
They welcome folks who are
looking for one-of-a-kind local
gifts along with others who want
to make plans for travel after having been restricted for the past
long months because of Covid-19
and its attendant problems.
Dusty and Ginny are comfort-

Front Royal Kiwanis
65th Annual Pancake
Day Drive – Thru Style
Welcome to our Pancake Day Event!!
We are here to serve you, so drive up and we’ll
bring the food to You! Just present your tickets or
cash and you’re breakfast is served!!

able with their new arrangement
with Dusty in the front part of
the store and Ginny settled in the
back.
Ginny says people ask, “Didn’t
this used to be a travel business,
and she says, “I’m still here.”
And Dusty moved into the new
place on July 15 when her contract ended with the DTM.
“I needed to be the face of my
store and people were losing contact with me,” she explained.

She has kept some familiar
items like: Soberdough, hot cocoa
mixes and added Gingerbread
Tiny House kits and Unicorn
Cupcake kits.
Dusty has also kept her main
business philosophy which is to
meet the needs and to provide
customer satisfaction to people.
Many of her products are from
veteran-owned businesses. Her
husband Robert Williams is a U.S.
Army veteran and she wanted to

actively support veterans’ businesses. With that in mind, she
reached out to veterans’ food
vendors and now carries some of
their products in her store.
One of those is The General’s
Hot Sauce that comes in grenade-shaped containers and is
described on their webpage as,
“a premium, American grown,
American
made,
all-natural
hot sauce. Our profits help our
troops, veterans, and their families. With the purchase of every
bottle a portion of our proceeds
will go towards helping support
our military on a national and international level.”
More information about them
can be found on Facebook and
at generalshotsauce.com.
Advertised as a Specialty Grocery Store, these are some of the
many other food items that can be
found in her store:
• Black Rifle Coffee
• AR’s Hot Southern Honey local
hot honey
• Rivercity flame hot sauce and
seasonings
• Hannah’s Handcrafted LLC elderberry syrups and jelly

Come see Belle Grove decorated to celebrate

Timeless Tales & Verse
December 3 - 30, 2021

Guided House Tours:

Kiwanis
is a global
organization
of
volunteers
dedicated
to changing
the world
One Child
and One
Community
at a Time.

Date: Saturday December 4, 2021
Time: 7:00 am – 1:00 pm
Place: Warren County High School
155 Westminster Dr.
Cost: $5.00 – pancakes & sausage
w/ butter and syrup packets

Monday-Saturday 10-4
& Sunday 1-5
with

Open House Tours:
Friday & Saturday 4-8

Belle Grove Plantation
336 Belle Grove Road
Middletown, VA
www.bellegrove.org

The Museum Shop has
unique & locally made gifts,
ornaments, soaps, toys, pottery,
books & more!
Open daily in
November & December!
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Ginny Leser of Main Street Travel says she loves her job knowing she’s
helping people with their traveling needs.

• Shaffer’s BBQ & Market sauce
and spices
• Crescent Simples syrups
But she also has an abundant
supply of other kinds of gifts and
mentioned that she has a lot more
merchandise from veterans and
women-owned items than before.
One of the new items she carries is a line of handmade “Battlefield Series” blank books that can
be used as journals with actual
leaves that have fallen on Civil
War battlefields and pressed and
put on the covers by Roxanna
Pugh.

• Reginald’s Homemade peanut
butter
• Capital Chips gluten-free tortilla chips
• Our Tribe coffee
• Jim’s Jarhead Jerky and nuts
• Virginia Diner nuts
• Coffee from Ricks Roasters
Coffee Co.
• Tommy’s Wicked Garden Salsa
• Shenandoah Spice Company’s
spices and dips
• Valente Pasta plant-based pastas
• Adams Custom Slaughter sausages

S&S

LLC
o
c
c
Toba

‘Always Service with a Smile’
We offer:
Special
Orders,
Cigars,
Smoking
Accessories
and Cigar
Bars for Any
Gatherings!

Come Visit our Local
Small Business
S and S Tobacco LLC

Dusty at Dusty’s Country Store presents a handmade blank page notebook
for sale at her store with pressed leaves that have fallen on Civil War
Battlegrounds.

Her store is overflowing with an
abundant number of interesting
and unique items.
Visit Dusty at 216 East Main
Street in Front Royal. Call (540)
692-9483, email dustyscountrystore@gmail.com, or visit www.
dustyscountrystoreonline.com,
and find on Facebook at Dusty’s
country store.
The other occupant of the store’s
space, Ginny Leser, had this to say
about the recent change.
“I want to say how well this collaboration is working,” she said.
“The customers love it and say

how cute the store is and how
warm and welcoming we are.”
Another result is that they have
a new kind of clientele.
“Now guys come in without
their wives feeling comfortablethey can come in and say, ‘I want
to get some Black Rifle Coffee’
(one of the brands Dusty carries),
Ginny said.
She told a heartwarming story
about a man who came in with his
kids to give them free rein to pick
out gifts for their mom for a special occasion.
Dusty and Ginny both want

Looking to Buy or Sell??

I can help with ALL your Real Estate needs!
R E A L T O R S

®

Royal Plaza Shopping Center

477-H South St. Front Royal

540-622-6845

Martha Buracker, Weichert Realtors - Licensed in Virginia
824 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal, VA 22630
Cell: 540-671-6349 Ofﬁce: 540-635-8000
marthaburacker@gmail.com

Shear Elegance Pet Boutique

Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! Happy Holidays!
Saturdays
From all of us at Shear Elegance!

Driver Improvement Clinic - Licensed by DMV
“Better Driving Through Better Training”

DMV/Court Ordered • Work • New Drivers
Volunteer (earn points) • Insurance Rate Reduction

Saturday: Dec. 4th
Cost of the 8 hr class is $6500

From 8am - 5pm at the Holiday Inn next to Houlihan’s
Call 24/7 • (540) 635-9015 • Craig Strickler, Owner/Instructor

Pics with Santa $10

Dec 11th & 18th
10am - 3pm

All proceeds go to
Warren County
Humane Society
We give your pets the
Love, Care & Respect
they deserve
540-622-8085

www.ShearElegancePetBoutique.com
918 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal (in front of UPS)

people to know that Main Street
has more to offer than just antique stores.
“We have more on Main Street
than the locals think we do,”
Ginny asserted. “They can come
down her for dinner, then walk it
off and shop,” she said. “Or before
or after seeing movies at Royal
Cinemas.”
On Fridays the shops are open
from 10-8 p.m. so people have a
chance to check out all the places, many that offer locally made
items.
Ginny had a lot more to say
about her own travel business.
“I love what I do,” she said. “It’s
not like going to work. I enjoy interaction with many kinds of people looking for a variety of travelrelated experiences.”
She went to describe how things
have changed, though.
In the past people have come in
to plan a getaway to surprise their
partner, but recently (because of
the Covid-19 issues) there haven’t
been as many of those getaways,
she said.
“But more funerals,” she observed.
A lot of people are coming into
book for the holidays, next years’
travel, or for the Caribbean. And
others are booking for late 2022
or 2023 with tour companies or
cruise lines and looking at Europe
and Asia for land tours. But for
in-country travelers, bookings for
Amtrak train vacations have increased.
“It’s so nice to have the sleeping cars and glass dining cars, you
can sit at the table and watch the
world go by,” she said.
One couple she booked recently
caught the train in the Harper’s
Ferry station and will be gone for
45 days across the country. On
some of the routes, people can get
off the train at various spots and
stay a few days and then get back
on and continue toward their destination.
“But if you want to go to the islands (Caribbean) you will need
See BUSINESS, 8

Matthews
Auto Center

13 W. Duck Street • Front Royal

(540) 636-7567
Complete Auto Repair
and Maintenance
ASE Master Technician • VA State Inspections
Between the bridges!

When Quality counts

Count on Us!
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to be vaccinated,” she cautioned.
“It’s better to do what is needed to
do to be safe.”
For example, some islands don’t
require vaccinations, but if anything happens and a person must
be taken to another one for specialized treatment, and that island
has vaccination restrictions, it can
get complicated.
“Also,” she added, “I don’t work
with clients who don’t buy travel insurance. I sometimes had
to work 10 hours a day to help
people get their money back. It’s
easiest for those who have travel
insurance, but when the Covid-19
pandemic started, it changed everything anyway.”
“It was a nightmare when everybody canceled,” she remembered.
“One woman is still waiting since
May of 2020, for the cruise, hotel,
rental car and airline reimbursements.”
Her description that the effect
Covid-19 restrictions had on her
business sounded painful.
“When the year 2020 began, I
was set to have the best year ever,
then it all blew up,” she began.
“It was stunning how fast it happened. I sat on hold from May to
September of 2020. I had people
booked so far ahead of time and

eventually had to cancel everyone. I knew 2020 was lost.
“There was so much uncertainty, day after day, when people
didn’t know if they would ever be
able to get out and see a beach
when in virtually every place out
of the country, you needed to be
vaccinated. In the states it’s fairly
easy now but wasn’t before when
some states had to close their borders.”
But as things ease up, the difficult times appear to be ending.
“It’s a 100 percent better now,”
she said with a smile. “Travel is
possible, but different, so people
need to do their homework. The
days of just making a plane reservation and taking off are no more.
Ginny went on to say that
she gets a lot of first-time flyers leaving the state of Virginia,
some haven’t traveled in the last
30 years, and everything has
changed, like the Transportation
Security Administration (TSA)
checks, carry on rules and costs
and navigating how the kiosks are
used for boarding passes.
Main Street Travel is a fullservice agency, and she said the
services they provide make things
easier for first-time travelers or
those who don’t want to deal with
transportation issues.
Her husband, Jeff, who is also

Shop Local for ALL your Holiday gifts!

Main Street Travels co-owner,
drives travelers in a limousine to
train stations and airports working with the company MDUB
Chauffeur Services, LLC.
“It means a lot to me to be able
to help people. It’s confusing for
many, especially older people
who don’t know how to navigate
through all it takes, especially
online, how to get to places,” she
said. “Some people come in in

a state of desperation and don’t
know how to do everything easily.
“My husband takes them to
the curb of the airport and I tell
them exactly how to navigate. It
opens the world to people. Even if
they never go out of the country,
they can go to Hawaii and visit
Pearl Harbor, or maybe to Alaska.
These places may have been on
their bucket list for their entire
life.”

Then she summed it all up like
this, “Even when there is a bad
day, with people yelling, there are
still others who come in and say,
‘Thank you,’” she said.
Main Street Travel is located at
216 E Main Street, Front Royal,
VA 22630. Call (540) 636-1634,
visit
https://www.mainstreettravel.com, and find on Facebook
at Main Street Travel.
– carol@areaguides.com

(540) 222-0521
(540) 631-0666
HamricksRoofing@gmail.com

* Serving Front Royal for 25 years! *

Hamrick’s
Sudoku!

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love
sudoku. This mind-bending
puzzle will have you hooked
from the moment you square off,
so sharpen your pencil and put
your sudoku savvy to the test!
Here’s How It Works:

We have unique gift items perfect for that ‘hard to buy for’ someone!
Mon - Sat 10-6 • Sunday 11-4 • 216 E Main Street Front Royal

We can handle your Special Deliveries!

Sudoku puzzles are formatted
as a 9x9 grid, broken down
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a
sudoku, the numbers 1 through
9 must fill each row, column and
box. Each number can appear
only once in each row, column
and box. You can figure out the
order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric
clues already provided in the
boxes. The more numbers you
name, the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle! (Answer in back.)

Shipping through UPS, FedEx & USPS
Additional services available

POSTAL BUSINESS CENTER
524 N. Royal Ave., Front Royal

540-635-7997

M-F 8:30am-5:30pm • Sat 9am-1pm
postalbusinesscenter@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates
All Major Credit Cards Accepted
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Strokes of Creativity art and gift shop open for the season
Teresa Henry welcomes all to come in and see what they have to offer

Strokes of Creativity is open for folks to come in and see all the new gifts
and attend art classes and events.

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report
The Downtown Market 206 E.
Main St. in Front Royal is in the
process of being downsized, but
Teresa Henry’s Strokes of Creativity art and gift business is alive
and functioning continuing to
host art classes and events, more
vendors and gifts.

It is also home to several small
entrepreneurs, and Teresa has
invited others to join her and set
up in the large building at 206 E.
Main St. in their own various individual defined areas.
She has advertised for folks to
either set up either in the pop-up
event or on the select Saturdays,
all to boost sales and invitations
to people to shop locally.
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SANDRA STRICKLER
DBA: SANDRA BROOKMAN REALTOR ®

540-671-0020

CRYSTAL ELLIOTT

540-671-5850
teamshenvalley@gmail.com
www.TeamShenandoahValley.com

Team Shenandoah Valley, Your BEST Move Yet!!
235 South Street • Front Royal, VA 22630
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
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Christmas Open House Sat. Dec 4th 10-5
Sales and Light Refreshments

Lots of affordable items available
32 vendors - about 6,000 sq ft!

We have street parking available
and more available around back
Like us on
Facebook!

email: mainstreetclassicsLLC@hotmail.com • 540-508 -0331

5441 Main Street • Stephens City VA

Cynthia Smithlin at right and son Abel who says he’s “all into decorating
the trees and loves it” and friend were busy making wreaths and decorating trees at the Strokes of Creativity space in the former Downtown Market for the annual tree sale at the Blue Ridge Arts Council on Front Royal’s
Main Street. In back of the table, Teresa Henry, owner of Strokes of Creativity and art teacher Laura Corebello discuss the upcoming schedule of
classes and events at the business.

Her Facebook page describes
what is currently happening at
the spot known recently as The
Downtown Market.
“The Downtown Market is now

WE CARE FOR MORE THAN JUST
YOUR CAR…WE CARE ABOUT YOU!

Now offering 11 Service Bays
to get you in and out faster!
We Fix It Right!
• Premier Customer Service
• Free Loaner Cars or
• Shuttle Service!
• Car Care Club Discounts!
Home of Cars Changing Lives Ministry
Changing a life, one car at a time!

Open M-F 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Closed weekends for Family Time!

Family owned and operated since 1993

www.autocareclinic.com
Located off 522 North
6768 Winchester Road
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 635-BILL (2455)

www.autocareclinic.com

Strokes of Creativity. We have
tons of beautifully unique artwork and gifts, made locally.
“We are a community of artists,
makers and dreamers. We offer a
unique shopping experience and
a great sense of belonging when
you arrive at our doorstep. We
are not just a collective but a destination for those who love everything beautiful, who appreciate
local flavors and want to support
a small business owner. On our
premises you’ll find a curated and
varied selection art, jewelry, gifts
and women’s fashions.
“You will also find an Art Studio
that offers workshops and classes,

WO

IN
ODB

in a welcoming atmosphere.
“Come in and create with us
in our On The Spot Studio, we
have ceramics, canvas paintings,
wooden projects or just bring
your own project to work on. We
specialize in unique and one -ofa-kind gifts and offer art classes,
custom orders in wood projects,
paint commissions, vinyl works,
refinishing furniture and paint
pouring.”
Some classes are:
• Kids activities with Julie on
Sundays at 2 p.m.
• K-1 Grade Art
• After school fun with LauraLocal artist and teacher Laura
Corebello offers art classes for
children in the Strokes of Creativity studio. The next one is on December 9 at 4:30 p.m.
• Kids paint Saturdays on December 11
• Drop-in paint ceramics anytime from Thursday-Saturday
11:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. and on Sundays from 12-4 p.m.
The following vendors and
classes can be found at Strokes of
Creativity:
• Nila’s Sweet Treat
• Notorious Skateboards, an outdoor and sporting goods company, is a small skateboard company
See BUSINESS, 10
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T

FRESH FROM THE GROUND UP

Playground and mining sluice for the kids!

www.woodbinefarmmarket.com
5199 John Marshall Hwy., Strasburg, VA
540-465-2729

FARMING SINCE 1898

KENNY’S OIL BURNER SERVICE, LLC
• Hot Water Boiler Installation
• Boiler Servicing and Cleaning
• Warm Air Furnace Service
Ken Wood, Middletown, VA
Licensed and Insured

540-869-7250 • 540-660-5108
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from Front Royal, Va. There are
new designs and a new sticker.
Call (540) 998-8844.
• The unique clothes boutique is
bursting with warm and festive
finds.
• Pure Pup Bakery offers made
from scratch human grade natural pet treats and pet supplies.
Visit https://purepupbakery.wixsite.com/followyournaturalins,
or email purepupbakery@gmail.
com.
• Sunshine Crafting and Designs
has some great gift ideas. They
say, “When shopping with us you
support Local Veteran Owned,
Artisan, Youth Entrepreneur,
Woman owned, and small business owners.
• Ceramics painting is available
during business hours, with no
appointment needed.
• Beautifully fused glass by
Christina Van Pelt with great
prices and veteran owned businesses points. For a piece of art
you can wear, the selection of earrings and necklaces are $25 each.
• Handwoven baskets by Julie
Cecci
• Veteran owned businesses
• The newest artisanal business
is Rustic Slate Candle Company.
“Rustic Slate Candle Company Making a difference for a better
tomorrow.” Every candle plants
a tree through One Tree Planted
and 1,300 and counting. Carbonneutral shipping and free local
delivery within a 10-mile radi-

Christmas is on its way and these festive hand-made trees and other ornaments, and gifts can be found at the Downtown Market at 206 E. Main
St. in Front Royal.
This colorful pendant was made by Melanie Fields, “The Merry Beader,”
and Teresa Henry from sand and pebbles found along the Shenandoah.
Teresa is still at the Downtown Market location with her business Strokes
of Creativity and has a lot of big plans, classes and events planned for the
holidays and new year.

us. Free shipping over $50, and
wholesale available. Call (703)
570-5544, or visit https://www.
rusticslate.net/ #candles4trees
Strokes of Creativity’s Third
Annual Holiday Market started
on November 13th and will run
through December 25th.
Market hours are Thursday,
Friday, Saturday 11:30 a.m. - 6:30
p.m. and Sundays 12-4 p.m.
She is offering vendor opportunities at her business location.
Call (540) 909-7050, or email teresa@strokesofcreativity.com.
And she posts a welcome for
anyone who wants the opportunity to set up and find the chance
to sell their creations.
Her ad goes like this, “Thank
you for your interest in becoming
a vendor at Holiday Market Popup hosted by Strokes of Creativity. We are offering two options

this year at the Market during
our season which started November 13 and will continue through
January 1.
“Option one is to become a
vendor on our sales floor. This is
an opportunity to sell your items
through Strokes of Creativity
Boutique.
“You do not have to be present;
your items go into our inventory.
We sell them during our regularly
scheduled business hours. There
are opportunities to do this as
a commission split or to rent a
space.
“Option two is to be a part of
our Holiday Market Saturdays.
You can set up from 12-6 p.m. on
Saturdays inside our market in a
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o
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Happy Holidays!!
Team Daniels
Associate Brokers/REALTORS®
TeamDanielsVA@gmail.com
Cell: (540) 683-7550

Sharon Daniels:

Licensed in VA & WV
www.SharonLDaniels.com

Victoria Daniels:
Licensed in VA

(540) 683-7550
TeamDanielsVA.com

(540) 636-7700 | 415 South St Suite C, Front Royal, VA 22630
124042 _ PREMIER

Eckankar Presents -

Sing HU and discover:
A key to open your heart, and
Experiences of peace and calm
www.eckankar.org -or- www.thesoundofsoul.org
Virginia Satsang Society, Inc., a Chartered Affiliate of Eckankar

6’x 8’ space.
You must be present, provide
your own table and chair and
have a way to accept payment.
The space is provided only on the
Saturdays from Nov. 13 - Dec. 18.
For 2021, the upcoming Saturday dates are:
• December 4
• December 11
• December 18
Teresa has provided her
thoughts about Strokes of Creativity, that she sees as much
more than a business.
“Strokes of Creativity is a
small business that operates in
many ways to support and grow
the local visual arts community
through creating a destination
for local like-minded artisans that
share a love for art and creativity,”
she says.
Strokes of Creativity is located
at 206 E. Main Street, Front Royal.

TWO Locations!

WOODSTOCK

476 North Main St.

(former Ben Franklin Store)

WOODSTOCK 540-459-2655
390 East King Street, Suite 6

(Beside Blue Ridge Hospice Thrift Shop)

STRASBURG 540-465-2655

STRASBURG

Three Generations, Two Locations, One Goal
Come in Soon and See what Everyone is talking about! We’re an Upscale Consignment Store but we
have DAILY Sales of 25% to 90% OFF! EVERY WEEK we put THOUSANDS of “New to Us” Items
that come from our over 5,500 consignors. We have Unique, Vintage and Antique Items from Estates,
Clothing and Shoes for the Entire Family (some new with tags) , Home Décor, Housewares, Jewelry,
Antiques, Purses, Linens, Toys, Furniture, over 12,000 DVDs (starting at .99). We work hard Every
Day to provide our customers with the best consignment/shopping experience. Your One Stop Thrift
Shop with something for everyone. Make the Shift to Thrift!
We are a unique and fun place to shop and are one of the largest Consign & Thrift Stores located
in the State of Virginia. Now accepting Consignments and Donations.

Both stores are Open Mon-Wed 9-6, Thur, Fri & Sat 9-7 and Closed Sunday.

Check out our Facebook Page for
Weekly Updated Pictures & SALE Information

Open Thursday – Saturday 11:30
a.m. - 6:30 p.m. and Sunday 12 4 p.m. For information, contact
Teresa Henry at (540) 909-7050
or email info@dtmfr.com. Find
on Facebook at https://facebook.
com/downtownmarketfr
For information about Blue
Mountain Studio-Artist Laura
Corebello and her classes, call
(540) 635-5368, visit https://laura-corebello.pixels.com, or email
lacore9@gmail.com
– carol@areaguides.com
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-877-636-7566
The bathroom of your dreams for
as little as $149/month! BCI Bath
& Shower. Many options available.
Quality materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military Discounts Available. Limited Time Offer
- FREE virtual in-home consultation
now and SAVE 15%! Call Today!
1-866-491-9867
Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30
DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-932-2109
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift
Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today! 1-888-4763207
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
Coverage for 350 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-844-8526401
www.dental50plus.com/14 #6258
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Ukrainian Catholic Church celebrates one year anniversary at new church location
Advent begins on November 15 and Philip’s Fast promotes items for the Thermal Shelter

Robert Wiesner gave a general overview talk about the structure of an
icon and the use of it in prayer.

Father Robert Hitchens gives a sermon on the anniversary date of November 20 during a Liturgy service at SS. Joachim and Anna Ukrainian
Catholic Church at 1396 Linden Street, Front Royal.

By Thomas Sayre
Warren/Frederick County Report
Fr. Robert Hitchens, pastor at
SS. Joachim and Anna Ukrainian
Catholic Church, an eastern rite
Catholic Church in union with
the Pope, said that their anniver-

sary at the new location on 1396
Linden Street, Front Royal was on
November 20, 2020, when they
made settlement and closed on the
property.
“So, this is our first anniversary
here and on that night after we
made settlement, we all came here

(at the new church location), had a
brief little blessing in the building,
gathered inside here because it was
still very raw and unfinished and
we had a little pizza party here. We
started in September 2015, and we
have come a long way, and we have
a nice building here, some land,
and a very vibrant and lively parish here at SS. Joachim and Anna,”
explained Fr. Hitchens.
“We like to call ourselves the
most vibrant parish in our Ukrainian Catholic archdiocese of
Philadelphia, which consists of the

Mountain
Mystic
Trading Company
Looking to List or
Buy? Call Me Today!!

states of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware, Virginia
and the District of Columbia.
“There were always people out
here, but we never had a missionary outreach until we got a letter
from some people here. In fact,
Robert Wiesner and David Hilt,
Front Royal locals, sent a letter
to the chancery in Philadelphia. I
was asked by our Auxiliary Bishop Andriiy Rabiiy, could I go and

meet with these folks. So we had
a meeting with about six families
that met in Bob’s house (Robert
Wiesner) over on Virginia Avenue
in September 2014 and it took us
a whole year to find a location and
then through the graces of Human
Life International, they offered us
a chapel on Saturdays. So we had
our first liturgy services on Saturdays at 4:00 p.m.”
According to Robert “Bob” Wiesner, a parishioner, the first Liturgy in the new location was not
until December 2020. Wiesner
said a number of families, including the Fedoryka family, had been
active for a long time locally.
Fr. Hitchens said, “It is the oneyear anniversary. We have a mortgage, and we are happy to be growing and serving the people here.”
Philip’s Fast Parish Project
Fr. Hitchens explained that “Our
archeparchy for a number of years
already has asked every one of
our parishes in the archdiocese of
Philadelphia, the Ukrainian Catholics to take on a Philip’s Fast Project. Our advent actually begins
See CHURCH, 12

Shenandoah Valley Golf Club

Dinner with the Chef
Tuesday Evenings
Through February 22, 2022
in the SVGC Ball Room
6:00 pm till 8:30 pm
Doors Open at 5:30 pm
CHEF INSPIRED DINNER
Enjoy learning how the night’s meal
is prepared by our Executive Chefs

$35.00 Per Person Plus Tax
Cash Bar will be available

By PREPAID Reservation Only

On Eventbrite or by phone

Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry, chimes,
rock and mineral specimens, books, Tarot & Oracle cards, greeting
cards, journals, tapestries, candles, incense, fragrance and essential oils,
stickers, and so many more one of a kind items!

215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318
Open Thur. – Monday 12-5

Melanie Hamel
Associate Broker • ABR, GRI, CRB, ePro

540-671-3369

mhamelbroker@gmail.com
www.melaniehamel.com

Licensed in Virginia and West Virginia

824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

View Menus on Eventbrite or
shenandoahvalleygolfclub.com

540-635-3588
rsayen@svgcgolf.com

134 Golf Club Cir, Front Royal, VA 22630
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on November 15. It is a time of
spiritual preparation and sharing.
So, this year we have adopted the
Warren County Thermal Shelter,
and we are collecting food, different clothing, board games, anything toiletries, tooth paste, tooth
brushes, sleeping bags, etc.”
Help support the less fortunate
among us by donating items for
Warren County’s Thermal Shelter. Please bring donation items
to the parish before December
20. Items needed include paper
plates, bowls, napkins, Styrofoam
coffee cups, solo cups, ground
coffee, sugar, creamer, sweatpants
and shirts, laundry detergent, ear
plugs, Q-tips, board games, puzzles and cards.
Front Royal Pregnancy Center
Fr. Robert Hitchens said, “My
main parish, which is Holy Family
in Washington D.C. will continue
to collect goods for the Front Royal Pregnancy Center. The people in
Washington D.C. which includes
families in that parish from Frederick, Md., Fredericksburg, Va.

Your Happy
Home Expert

and all the way out to Annapolis,
Md. They really like to support
that effort they have at the pregnancy center. They get excited. We
get a number of child car seats, diapers, etc. I never appreciated how
much baby formula cost until I
went to buy some. It is expensive.”
Structure of an icon
Wiesner gave a general overview

talk about the structure of the icon
and use of it in prayer.
Wiesner explained, “In the
church (SS. Joachim and Anna)
they start on the St. Nicholas side.
The icons start with the birth of
the Theotokos (this is a title of
Mary, the mother of Jesus, used
especially in Eastern Christianity
and means God-bearer) and then
they run through the Liturgical
year around the church and end

Why work at Walmart?
Training and Opportunity
• Walmart Academy training for career advancement
• More than 300,000 US associates promoted with higher pay in FY 2021
• More than 75% of salaried store management teams started as hourly
• As of March 2021, average US hourly wage was over $15.25 per hour

up with the death of the Theotokos. The twelve great feasts of
the liturgical year in the Eastern
Church.
“We have a total of eight new
icons. One each on the deacon
side doors, St. Lawrence the deacon and St. Stephen the deacon.
And then in the middle there you
will have the four evangelists and
two icons of the Angel Gabriele
and Mary for the annunciation.”
Wiesner said the local eastern
rite church is technically a Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church and
added, “It is kind of awesome actu-

ally, looking at it and saying, there
was nothing like this here whatsoever six years ago. We started from
nothing.”
SS. Joachim and Anna Ukrainian Catholic Church is located at
1396 Linden Street, Front Royal,
Va. Divine Liturgy for Sunday: Saturday, 4:00pm. Confessions: Saturday, 3:00-3:45pm. Liturgy of the
Presanctified: Lent Weds, 6:00pm.
If you have any questions, please
contact Kyle Hayes at kylehayes@
yahoo.com
– tom@areaguides.com

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

Education Beneﬁts
• Associates have the opportunity to go back to school, paid for by Walmart
• Finish high school, earn a college degree or professional certiﬁcate
Health care and insurance options made affordable
• All eligible associates – both full- and part-time – have affordable options
• Medical plans starting at $30.50 per pay period
• Dental and vision plans and coverage for domestic partners is available
• Free access to nurse care managers and health care advisors
• Company-paid life insurance
Many other beneﬁts including:
• 401(k) options from day 1 with 6% match after one year on the job
• Associate stock purchase plan with company match
• 10% discount on regularly priced general merchandise at Walmart stores
• Discounts on travel, cell phone services, entertainment and other goods
• Paid time off
• Maternal and parental leave and adoption beneﬁts for salaried and full-time
hourly associates who have worked at Walmart for at least 12 months

See current benefits at careers.walmart.com

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year!
FROM

ALL

OF

US

AT

Walmart #1406: 2350 S Pleasant Valley Rd Winchester
Walmart #3344: 501 Walmart Dr Winchester
Walmart #4514: 201 Maranto Manor Dr Winchester
Walmart #5105: 10 Riverton Commons Dr Front Royal
Hope. Happiness. Home.

Winchester and Front Royal openings include:

Jen Avery, REALTOR ®
BPOR, CNE, e-PRO, SRS
CRUM REALTY, INC
318 S Loudoun St.
Winchester VA 22601

C: 540.683.0790
O: 540.662.0400

jenaveryrealtor@gmail.com
JenAveryRealtor.com

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Starting at $14-$16 per hour!
Auto Care Center
Fuel Station
Stocking & Unloading
General Merchandise
Hourly Supervisor & Training
Food & Grocery

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cashier & Front End Services
Stocking & Unloading
Online Orderﬁlling & Delivery
Health & Wellness
Deli/Bakery Team
Asset Protection
Meat/Produce Team

Apply Now at: careers.walmart.com

or Text “Jobs” to 240240

Walmart Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer – By Choice.
Walmart Inc. participates in E-Verify.

540-636-2008
973 BUCK MOUNTAIN ROAD | BENTONVILLE, VA 22610

WWW.HIDDENSPRINGSSENIORLIVING.COM

Valley Chorale returns for seasonal concerts
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“This Shining Night” to be shown December 10, 11 and 12

The Valley Chorale of Front Royal will be performing “This Shining Night” in three concerts on December 10, 11
and 12.

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report
“We’re delighted to be singing
again,” says David Freese, president of The Valley Chorale of
Front Royal. “It’s coming back to
near normal.”
After an 18-month hiatus because of the Covid-19 pandemic,
he and the 28-member group
will present their free Seasonal/
Christmas concert, “This Shining
Night,” throughout the second

weekend of December.
There have been some changes
in the group with some members
leaving and several new ones
joining. Many of them are young,
who he likes to call “shiny people”
due to their youth and enthusiasm, with voices that are flexible
and easy to train.
Freese mentioned that all the
singers are vaccinated, a requirement for coming back.
“We are rehearsing with masks
on and will be singing with masks

on, in the concerts--in strict adherence to CDC guidelines for
organizations such as ours,” he
said. “With no exceptions, we’re
being super cautious.”
He added that everyone is on
board with it, and the audience
will need to be spaced apart.
And, “We are very fortunate
that unlike some choral groups,
we have a robust group and a
good balance of singers, including several Bridgewater College
students who come up each week
to sing with us.”
This is due to the influence of
Valley Chorale’s Artistic Director,
Dr. Ryan Keebaugh, who is also
the choral director and assistant
professor at Bridgewater College.
“His students love him enough

Newcomers to the group are Bridgewater College students Leisha Nissley
and Sarah Henneberger, with Artistic Director, Dr. Ryan Keebaugh. Christian Hellwig on the right is also a student at Bridgewater college.

Artistic Director, Dr. Ryan Keebaugh leads the Valley Chorale of Front
Royal in rehearsal for their upcoming performances of “This Shining
Night” throughout the weekend of December 10-12 in Middletown, Winchester and Front Royal.

to drive up here for rehearsals,”
Freese said. “They look up to
him, calling him a great mentor

Douglas Harold, Jr.
Attorney at Law

BANKRUPTCY

At Rural King we have an outstanding product mix with items such
as livestock feed, farm equipment, agricultural parts, lawn mowers,
workwear, fashion clothing, housewares and toys with Every Day Low
Prices. Our friendly staff will help you ﬁnd whatever you’re looking for.

FREE Coffee & Popcorn!
Rural King
465 South St. Front Royal, VA 22630
540-631-1740 • ruralking.com
Open 7 days a week from 7am - 9pm

See MUSIC, 14

No one wants to file for bankruptcy,
but when there is no alternative…I can help.
(Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Only)
Stop Garnishments, Collection Activities and Lawsuits.
(Under Federal Law we are defined as a Debt Relief Agency.
We help people file for Bankruptcy Relief under the Bankruptcy Code)

DIVORCE

Specializing in Uncontested Divorce • Rapid Service - Quick Results

Serving the Northern Shenandoah Valley
Free Initial Telephone Consultation
35 Years Experience
• Reasonable Fees •
douglasharoldjr@yahoo.com

of individuals and their aspirations, who can make a difficult
piece totally doable. For example,
a piece by Beethoven which has
been performed by a group of
600 voices, is done by their 28, as
he gives them overall positivity,
saying ‘You can do this,’”
“All choral groups lost mem-

1114 Fairfax Pike, Ste 10
White Post, VA 22663

(540) 869-0040

Pacific Landscaping LLC
Call us for a free quote:

• Fence Repairs
• Fence and Deck Staining/Painting
• Retaining Wall (stone, brick, and
block)
• Concrete Stamps
• Fire Pits
• Paver Patios
• Gardening Services (mulching,
flowerbeds, edging, etc.)

Serving Frederick and surrounding counties

(540) 313-2721
pacificlandllc@gmail.com
We are licensed and insured!
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bers for a variety of factors, but
we gained a bunch of new, very
talented singers so we feel fortunate,” Freese said.
He said they’re enjoying the
smaller ensemble and the new
singers who joined with the attitude that they wanted to dust off
their voices and get into singing
again.
The message of the new concerts he described as, “traditional, spiritual and about perseverance…rising to the occasion, and
that tomorrow will be brighter
than today. The program celebrates not only the message and
joy of Christmas, but in a broader
sense, the triumph and indomitability of the human spirit, coming
through the COVID pandemic
and enduring its losses, challenges and sadness as we move on.”
And to carry out that message,
the title of the concerts was taken
from this poem written in the
1940s by James Agee titled “Sure
on this shining night” which
reads:
Sure on this shining night
Of starmade shadows round,
Kindness must watch for me
This side the ground.
The late year lies down the
north.
All is healed, all is health.
High summer holds the earth.
Hearts all whole.
Sure on this shining night
I weep for wonder
Wand’ring far alone
Of shadows on the stars
Freese took from the poem
that this is a hopeful promise
that even with clouds, the starlight illuminates them, the earth
is healed, everything is wondrous
and all will be alright. And he
wanted to convey that feeling
with the concerts.
“I love being the president,” he

said. “I like really trying to grow
the group into its full potential.
It’s a collaboration of me with the
nuts and bolts and Ryan’s Vision.”
Another song they will present
is, “How can I keep from singing?”
This person expresses their
feeling that singing is made
possible by the unseen song of
their life that flows above earth’s
sorrows-that storms can’t shake
their inner calm while darkness
brings songs in the night.
It concludes that since love
prevails in heaven and earth, it’s
impossible to keep from singing.
David commented that during
Covid, this became the choral
anthem of groups large and small
which helped folks get through
Covid
“Some were doing virtual
choirs at home.” he said.
Freese kept his own bass voice
in shape by vocalizing during the
week and accompanying the vocal exercises by playing on his
keyboard.
“A lot of singers kept their voices in shape,” he added.
Future plans include working toward branching out in the
spring to find new locations to
perform. They will be holding
auditions in January and said the
auditions are light, not difficult,
focusing on pitch and decent
range.
“The hard part is the solitary
work (practicing) on your own.”
He wants interested singers
to know that to be with a group
singing is fun. “It’s more important to do the homework and
practice,” he advised.
He admits that Keebaugh
moves fast through the pieces,
but there is online help and instruction on vocal technique
on YouTube, and the singers are
given links to those.
Reflecting on the music they
will be presenting in the December concerts, he said, “The music
is positively gorgeous!”

Call me now for your Free
Home Report and learn the
benefits of working with me!
540-450-6855

Rocco Christoff
I am based here in Stephens City and
offer many incentives other Realtors do
not to save buyers and sellers money!

10780 Parkridge Blvd, Suite 80
Reston, Virginia 20191
540-450-6855
roccochristoff@hotmail.com

But some of the pieces didn’t
resonate at first.
“Their beauty is something we
discovered after singing week
after week, then we gravitated
toward songs we didn’t get at
first, because some are more difficult,” he began, “When we work
on them, they become near and
dear.”

In the concerts the singers will
be accompanied by a saxophonist
and percussionist.
We will be singing:
• Friday, Dec 10 at 7 p.m., Grace
United Methodist Church, Middletown, Va.
• Saturday, Dec 11 at 3 p.m.,
Handley Library Robinson Auditorium, Winchester, Va.

• Sunday, Dec. 12 at 3 p.m., Calvary Episcopal Church, Front
Royal, Va.
Contact David Freese for information at (540) 635-4842.
More information about Ryan
Keebaugh and videos of his performances can be found at www.
ryankeebaugh.com
– carol@areaguides.com

Introducing Our New Memory Care Unit
Please call us today to schedule your in-person tour of our
beautiful Assisted Living and Memory Care Community. Quality
healthcare for your loved one at a price you can afford.
Please check us out on Facebook or on our website at: shenandoahsl.com

Shenandoah Senior Living
103 Lee Burke Road
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-635-7923
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Shenandoah Christian Alliance presents award to IHOP
Group honors the Front Royal restaurant with “Defender of the Faith” plaque

Members of the Shenandoah Christian Alliance group gather every
Wednesday in a convivial atmosphere at the Front Royal IHOP to share
information, prayer and breakfast. The restaurant’s management provides
free access to Wi-Fi so they have access to ZOOM for those who can’t
attend and to share lectures and information from others. They also can
store their large screen television at the back of the room between inperson meetings.

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report
On Wednesday, November 24,
members of The Shenandoah
Christian Alliance, met as usual
in the Front Royal IHOP, but this

meeting was a little different.
Since 2014, the group has
found other spots and restaurants to meet throughout the
town but have been exceptionally pleased with the reception that
they have been given by their latest and favorite place.

Reverend Larry Johnson and Alan L. Morrison stood by as Facilitator Dale
Carpenter presented the “Defender of the Faith” plaque to IHOP’s representative General Manager Sherri Lee to show their gratitude for allowing
the group to meet there weekly.

When invited to the morning
breakfast/prayer meeting, it was
to see 10 of the members of the
all-male group sitting comfortably in the back of the restaurant,
heads bowed in prayer.
That Wednesday, they had
gathered to go above and beyond
the usual “Thank You” to the
management.
Facilitator Dale Carpenter introduced General Manager Sherri Lee and she noted that one as-

pect of their local IHOP is that
it has all the advantages of a national chain but is locally owned
by Doc Wilhelm and his son Bo
which allows them the flexibility
to be community friendly.
Carpenter read the following
message to her.
“It is my privilege, on behalf
of the Shenandoah Christian
Alliance, to present our highest award, the “Defender of the
Faith,” to the IHOP restaurant of

Front Royal.
“It is our custom to present
this award to individuals and
establishments (churches, civic
groups, commercial establishments such as IHOP) that support local organizations and
community causes that uphold
the traditional values of this
country which include freedom
to assemble, freedom to speak
openly about our shared goals
and concerns, and to pray openly
for the blessings of our creator,
just as was the custom when this
country was founded.
“It is recognized that this restaurant not only provides us with
a dedicated place to hold our
weekly meetings but gives us the
freedom to rearrange the tables
in a more accommodating horseshoe configuration so members
can face one another, provides
free access to your Wi-Fi to access the internet, and stores our
large screen television at the back
of the room between meetings at
no charge to our organization.
See COMMUNITY, 16
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“The IHOP restaurant in
Front Royal is an example of a
local business reaching out to
the community to offer a much
needed and appreciated service
and to offer it under very trying
circumstances, most recently
in the face of the Covid-19 virus. The inscription on the oak
plaque being presented today,
describes IHOP’s valuable and
much appreciated contribution.”
The plaque was inscribed with
the following message:
“In appreciation for your generous and welcoming accommodation of our weekly breakfast
meetings and your conscientious
attention to the smallest detail of
excellent food preparation and
customer service… even as you
have dealt with the severe impact of circumstances that have
closed down other public places
or made their services unavailable to this community.
“At each weekly meeting we
pray in public for our pastors,
our local, state and national
leaders and organizations responsible for our well-being and
our safety and we pray a special
prayer for IHOP and its employees and other local businesses
that accommodate small groups
like ours.
“As members of The Shenandoah Christian Alliance and as
citizens of this community and
this nation so richly blessed by
God for over 245+ years, we take
immense pleasure in presenting
this award to the IHOP restaurant and its employees and thank
you for showing a sincere interest in, and concern for, our fellow
Americans.”
After the presentation, there
was a round of applause and Ms.
Lee expressed her gratitude.
Then, Reverend Larry Johnson, a.k.a. “Liberty Man” who has
presented a series of educational
events in period costume and
has an active interest in letting
everyone know about the history of the American Revolution,
had another mission, though.
After mentioning that his son is
in the U.S. Marines, he handed
out colorful greeting cards he
had printed so members could
sign their names and send them
to Marines, to let them know
they were remembered on, “the
245th Christmas after George
“Washington and his men (200
Marines) crossed the Delaware
River Christmas Day in 1776 and
won a stunning victory over our

enemy.”
Someone in the group goodnaturedly asked, “How about the
Navy-they’re the ones who transport the Marines?” and someone
else mentioned that they had
been in the U.S. Army.
As the morning progressed,
members joined in with contributions to the conversation and
memories of friends and themselves of military and other experiences.
Included in Wednesday’s
group, there was a young man
present and as if to explain how
he was attending with older
members, it was mentioned that
younger folks are invited to come
to the meetings.
“We are concerned that present-day youth are not getting the
same lessons our parents had,”
Carpenter explained. “We want
friends and neighbors and families to get Christian values.”
He went on to describe how
members had a difficult time
during the Pandemic to find
places that would allow group
meetings.

Members of the Shenandoah Christian Alliance who attended the Wednesday, November 24 meeting at the Front
Royal IHOP happily posed for their group photo.

He said that they met online
frequently, but then found that
they could meet at IHOP, bring
in their own TV, set it up in the
back and then leave it there between meetings, which they
greatly appreciated. Other members who were distanced or un-

able to attend, had access to the
breakfasts and prayer meeting,
with the added advantage of inviting national speakers so everyone was included
“We’re of all different Faiths,
and all pull in the same direction,” Carpenter added, “We are

based on prayer and believe that
God is looking out for the Country and will bless it if we bless it.”
And, “We’re more focused at
Thanksgiving time for what God
has given us,” he said in conclusion.
– carol@areaguides.com

OVER A
$400
VALUE!

Call Today! 540-551-8312
AireServ.com
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ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
Dig deep into matters of the heart
this week, Aries. Explore ways to nurture a relationship or push it to the
next level. Don’t hold back on love.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
You may rediscover your love for
a good book this week, Taurus. Ask
others what they’re into and peruse
the best-sellers lists for even more inspiration.
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, you often trust your instincts regarding money, but this
week you’ll be even more in tune with
your finances. Your income could increase soon.
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, some shake-ups at work
could be on the horizon. Right now
there’s no telling what will happen,
but preparation can ensure you’re
ready for whatever comes your way.
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, if you have been thinking
about changing jobs or taking up a
new profession, now is the time to lay
that groundwork. A new opportunity
could surprise you.
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, radical changes to your
life are just around the corner. A big
move or career change will shake
things up for you and anyone in your
household.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Someone connected to your job
may be doing things you don’t agree
with, Libra. It’s a sticky situation that
requires patience, finesse and caution.
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, channel much of your energy this into making solid partnerships this week. This way you can call
on your network whenever you need
advice or a helping hand.
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, research opportunities for a new business opportunity
or promotion at your current place of
employment. Now is a great time to
take the next step in your career.
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, a midweek burst of
energy makes a project you have
been working on suddenly seem like
a piece of cake. Enjoy the fruits your
labors.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Repairs around the house may be
on your mind, Aquarius. Once you
tackle these issues, you can focus on
more recreational tasks. Enjoy the
well-deserved R&R.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, creative project could take
up much of your time this week.
You’ll be so caught up that the real
world may pass you by for a bit.

Friday, December 3, 2021: Sunny,
with a high near 59. West wind 5 to 9
mph, with gusts as high as 21 mph.
Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a
low around 37. Light west wind.
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 56. Northwest wind 3 to 7
mph. Winds could gust as high as 20
mph.
Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with
a low around 29.
Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high
near 50.

Become a
Member in
December
and lock in
your 2021
rates for the
2022 season!

Sunday Night: A chance of showers
after 2am. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 41. Chance of precipitation is
30%.
Monday: A chance of showers.
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 61.
Chance of precipitation is 40%.
Monday Night: A chance of showers before 8pm. Partly cloudy, with a
low around 27. Chance of precipitation is 40%.
Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high
near 42.
Tuesday Night: A chance of snow
showers. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 32. Chance of precipitation is
40%.
Wednesday: Rain and snow showers likely. Mostly cloudy, with a high
near 45. Chance of precipitation is
70%.

Wednesday Night: Showers likely.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 32.
Chance of precipitation is 70%.
Thursday: A chance of showers.
Partly sunny, with a high near 49.

Spicewood Flats Boarding & Grooming

IS HIRING!!

ENGLE’S ANGLE:
“My Favorites”

Must work weekends and holidays and
have transportation.

125 Spicewood Ln, Front Royal

Call 540-635-8979
TWO
Beautiful
Courses!

With 3 FREE rounds, discounted rates, range discounts and other
great benefits will help you play more golf w hile paying less.
With 3 FREE rounds, discounted rates, range discounts and other
Join
the club for $99 and receive the following benefits:
great benefits will help you play more golf w hile paying less.

Jointhe
theclub
clubfor
for$129
$99 and
Join
andreceive
receivethe
thefollowing
followingbenefits:
beneﬁts:
NEW! Receive a point for every dollar you spend. Points

can be redeemed for free golf or the driving range.

NEW! 3 Free 18 Hole Rounds of Golf with Cart

•
•
•
•

50% off Range Balls
Preferred Tournament Rates
1 Guest Pass at Eagle Club Rate
10% off In-stock / Non-Sale Merchandise
NEW! Winter Weekday Special January / February
(Players Fee of $15 Includes Cart)
• Offer good for a limited time.

by Kevin S. Engle
When I think of the holidays, I think
of my mother’s shortbread cookies.
I also think of the time when our
Christmas tree lights, stretched out
on the floor to make sure they worked,
overheated and caught on fire.
No one was hurt and disaster was
quickly averted, thanks to my older
brother’s quick thinking. He unplugged them.
Always the helpful one, I stood
there and cried, too scared to do anything.
But those cookies, they’re one of my
favorite holiday memories.
I loved them, and still do.
My dad’s mother gave her the recipe.
Every year at this time, my mother
would bake a batch of those yummy
treats, topped in powdered sugar.
I couldn’t get enough of them.
I’m not sure why she only made
them in December, but I certainly ate
my share.
Ok, more than my share.
Isn’t that what kids do?
When my mother passed away, I
had to turn elsewhere for my Christmas cookie fix.
Luckily, she shared the recipe with
her sister, my aunt Loretta.
Aunt Loretta made those cookies
every holiday season as well.
She’d spend hours in her kitchen
baking shortbread cookies.
See BRIEFS, 18

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
DECEMBER 5
Paula Patton, Actress (46)
DECEMBER 6
Stormi Henley, Model (31)
DECEMBER 7
Larry Bird, Athlete (65)
DECEMBER 8
Nicki Minaj, Rapper (39)
DECEMBER 9
Donny Osmond, Actor (64)
DECEMBER 10
Melissa Roxburgh, Actress (29)
DECEMBER 11
Hailee Steinfeld, Actress (25)

20 Anytime
Monday–Friday
$

25 Anytime
Weekends & Holidays
$

MASTERS OF ALL THINGS

Bowling Green Country Club
838 Bowling Green Rd. Front Royal
bowlinggreencountryclub.net

540-635-2024
info@bowlinggreencc.com

HARDWARIAN
FRONT ROYAL

Ramsey True Value Hardware

703 North Royal Avenue • Phone (540) 635-2547

BERRYVILLE

Berryville True Value Hardware
600 East Main St • Phone (540) 955-1900
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Lots of people wanted them.
Including me.
I always made sure she’d save a dozen or two for her favorite nephew, and
she did.
When my aunt died, I was in trouble.
If I wanted a regular supply of those
cookies, I’d have to make them myself.
I had the recipe.
A cup of sugar, a pound of butter
and 3 ¼ cups of flour. Plus one teaspoon of vanilla. And don’t forget the
powdered sugar sprinkled on top.
Mmm, mmm.
The directions were simple enough,
even for a rookie like me.
And so I gave it a shot.
I’ve been making them for more
than five years now.
Surprisingly, they usually turn out
well.
My dad’s relatives tell me they taste
just like my grandmother’s did, and
that’s a good thing.
But not my latest batch.
For some reason, they’re a bit salty.
It has to be the butter, even though
it’s the same butter I always use.
I was planning to give them away,
but should I?
“Here are some cookies I made.
They’re not as good as they typically
are, but I hope you’ll still like them.”
One of my sisters-in-law usually
makes fudge this time of year.
It’s really good.
One Christmas, my gift to her was a
box containing all the ingredients she
needed to make that fudge.
Hint, hint.
She is my favorite sister-in-law.
As long as I get that fudge.
My nephew’s wife makes popcorn
brittle.
I’d never had it before, but fell in
love immediately.
It’s good stuff, although it should
come with a warning.
It can break your teeth if you’re not

careful, although I’m willing to take
that risk.
Did I say she’s my favorite niece?
Ah, the holidays.
Shortbread cookies, fudge and popcorn brittle.
All my favorites.
The author makes shortbread cookies year round. They’re not just for
Christmas anymore.
– kevinengle456@comcast.net
The Best of Engle’s Angle is available
online or pick up a signed copy at a local bookstore.

Ask Stewart
Continuing Matt’s list of 66 fast
growing native Virginia trees:
5. Autumn Cherry - The Autumn
Cherry, which blooms both in the
spring and in the fall, is great for yards
and landscaping because of its smaller size. These trees do well with cold
temperatures and are also great providers of shade.
6. Bartlett Pear - These classic pear
trees, whose fruit ripens from mid-

Electrician

Residential & Commercial
Electrical Work

Allen Santmyers

540-660-5697

August until mid-September, grows to
be around 12 ft tall and can have a 20
ft spread. Bartlett Pears can pollinate
with other European pear trees, except
the Kieffer pear, and also with Orient
pear trees.
7. Belle of Georgia Peach - These
classic southern peach trees are not
only fast growing but can produce
strong crops at only age three or four.
They are self-fertilizing trees that sport
beautiful red flowers in the spring.
8. Black Gum - Like the American
Sweetgum trees, the Black Gum tree is
another great provider of shade. Both
of these varieties are known for dropping “gumballs,” particularly in the fall,
and anyone who grew up with one of
these trees knows how comfortable
those are to step on.
9. Canadian Hemlock - These evergreen trees are common across a
large portion of the United States and
are great at providing privacy to your
home or property. They also have the
perk of doing well in environments of
both full sun or full shade.
10. Carpathian English Walnut The Carpathian English Walnut can
endure cold well, with temperatures as
cold as -20° F. They are also awesome
shade trees that are used primarily for
their walnuts, which are popular for
baking and just simply eating.
11. Chinese Pistache - The Chinese
Pistache tree may not look like much

Christmastime -- Get the cat or dog spayed or
neutered! Spay Today, (Main Office: Charles
Town, WV) is our area’s non-profit, reduced-fee
spay and neuter program. MANY participating
vets over a WIDE area! Gift certificates can be
purchased and used later.

Contact Spay Today:
www.spay-today.org
or call 304-728-8330

“Serving the Valley with High-tech
Dentistry and Old-Fashioned Service”

Thomas Family Dentistry, PC

General Dentistry & Orthodontics

GREAT
LOCATION!

Less than 1 mile
from I-81
Dr. Stephen J. Thomas DDS
Dr. Kenneth J. Thomas DDS
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

All Phases of Dentistry Including:
• Cleanings And Exams • Invisalign
• Orthodontics • Extractions
• Partials And Dentures • Implants

HOURS:
Mon. – Thurs. 7am – 5pm
Fri. 7am – 1pm

Patient Friendly
Payment Plans
Available

540-465-3980

33820 Old Valley Pike (Rt. 11) • Strasburg, VA 22657

www.thomasfamilydentistry.com

in the early years of its life, but it eventually does fill out and bloom into a
beautiful, colorful tree. It is commonly
found in city environments and is
good to areas with arid or rough climates.
You can learn how to plant and care
for a native Virginia tree by going to
the Trees Steward’s web site (see below) and signing up for a class.
Your Pal in the Trees,
– Stewart

CLUES ACROSS
1. Polish city
6. Very eager
10. Identiﬁes a speciﬁc person or thing
14. Tennis great Naomi
15. One concerned by professional advancement
17. PGA Championship reward
19. A fashionable hotel
20. Norse mythology afterlife location
21. Stood up
22. Car mechanics group
23. Weather forecasters use it (abbr.)
24. Broken branch
26. Astronomy unit
29. East Asian nursemaid
31. “Airplane!” actor
32. Exclamation that denotes disgust
34. “Batman” villain
35. Downfalls
37. Philippine province
38. Once-vital TV part
39. Valley
40. Tax
41. Classic Scorcese ﬁlm
43. Subway dwellers
45. Book part
46. Taxi
47. Pancakes made from buckwheat ﬂour
49. Swiss river
50. Founder of Babism
53. Have surgery
57. Withdrawal from a larger entity
58. Lot’s father
59. Greek war god
60. 2,000 lbs.
61. Lemur
CLUES DOWN
1. Quarrels
2. Right away
3. Comedian Carvey

The Front Royal/Warren County
Tree Steward program began in 1997
with volunteers dedicated to improving the health of trees by providing
educational programs, tree planting
and care demonstrations, and tree
maintenance throughout the community. The group now consists of over 30
active members with several interns
working toward becoming certified tree
stewards from our annual “All About
Trees Class”. Each month Stewart will

4. Egyptian unit of weight
5. A Brit’s mother
6. Tropical tree
7. One who speaks Gaelic
8. NHL legend Bobby
9. Vacation spots
10. Military personnel
11. Shakira’s don’t lie
12. Wimbledon champ
13. Teletypewriter
16. Mistakes
18. Whale ship captain
22. Thus
23. From end to end
24. Kids love him
25. One and only
27. Fencing swords
28. Taxis
29. Basics
30. Refuse of grapes
31. Go quickly
33. French ballet dynasty
35. Most open
36. Popular soap ingredient
37. US time zone (abbr.)
39. Items of food
42. Backbones
43. Infrequent
44. Blood type
46. “Let It Snow!” songwriter
47. Dutch colonist
48. Pike
49. Egyptian sun god
50. A cardinal is one
51. From a distance
52. Bolivian river
53. N. American student organization
(abbr.)
54. River (Spanish)
55. Chinese life force
56. Chinese surname
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answer a question from our readers.
Please forward it to “Stewart” in care
of:
frwctreestewards@comcast.net
and we may publish it in a future issue.
Please visit our website at:
www.treesfrontroyal.org

Buy local and support Virginia
agriculture this holiday season
The Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
(VDACS) encourages Virginians to
shop local this holiday season. In every corner of the Commonwealth,
consumers can find farmers’ markets,
retail stores, and agribusinesses laden

with local food and beverage items
that will make the perfect gift for family and friends.
“Whether you are looking for a
Virginia ham, a peanut sampler, wine,
candy, baked goods, or jams and jellies, you can’t go wrong with Virginia’s
Finest products,” said Brad Copenhaver, Commissioner of VDACS. “The
extensive array of Virginia’s Finest
products includes delectable desserts,
tasty snacks, fine beverages, fresh
produce, flavorful meats, confections,
and condiments, all locally made by
Virginia companies. Every participating company has earned the Virginia’s
Finest trademark seal of quality for the
excellence of its products.”
The Virginia’s Finest trademark program identifies top-quality Virginiaproduced and processed agricultural
products. Browse hundreds of Virginia’s Finest products at www.vafinest.
com, or look for the trademark blue
and red VA checkmark in your grocery
store, gourmet retailer, gift shop, or
specialty shop. When you look for the
Virginia’s Finest label, you know you’re
not only getting local products, you’re

also getting the very best of the best.
Browse www.VirginiaGrown.com
for other great gift ideas, such as a basket full of Virginia Grown snack items,
or honey, jams, syrup, and baked
items. Other gift ideas include beautiful garden plants, a bushel of oysters
or other seafood, or a gift certificate to
a local creamery, winery, distillery, or
brewery.
Buying local keeps money within
the Commonwealth and supports
Virginia’s robust agricultural industry.

New
Beginnings
Community
Greetings

540-635-8660
“Introducing Your Business to
New Homeowners in our Community”
P.O. Box 1025 • Front Royal VA 22630
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Buying local can also ensure that customers get maximum freshness, taste,
and nutrition, straight from Virginia
farms to their table.

Celebrate the holidays with a
Virginia-grown Christmas tree
The Governor and First Lady were
recently presented with three Christmas trees and six wreaths by the Virginia Christmas Tree Growers Association (VCTGA). The Christmas trees
from Claybrooke Farm, in Mineral,
and the wreaths from Mountain View
Farm, in Edinburgh, will decorate Virginia’s Executive Mansion for the holi-

BS

In addition, REC members have seen bill reductions in
2020 & 2021, the return of $23 million in Capital Credits
since 2020 and $4.8 million in electric bill assistance to
co-op families and businesses affected by COVID-19.
REC. Going above and beyond to improve the lives of the
people this co-op serves.

See BRIEFS, 20

BUILDING, REMODELING
& HANDYMAN SERVICE

Replacement Windows • Siding Decks
& Porches • Roof Repair Additions
Finished Basements • Fine Carpentry • Ceramic
Tile Interior & Exterior Painting • Floor Covering
Tree & Yard Work • Power Washing

Call Buck
(540) 551-2673

REC members will enjoy super-fast connections once
broadband internet is in place.
The cooperative is facilitating local broadband
partnerships that will energize progress in education and
healthcare. This innovation will boost economic growth for
large and small businesses.

days.
“These Virginia-grown Christmas
trees and wreaths will highlight the
Executive Mansion’s holiday décor
this season. Virginia farmers grow the
most beautiful and fragrant pines, firs,
cypresses, and spruces,” said Secretary
Ring. “We thank the Carroll Family
of Claybrooke Farm and the Rhoades
Family of Mountain View Farm for
these beautiful trees and wreaths, and
the Virginia Christmas Tree Growers
Association for all they do to assist our
farmers and growers.”
Christmas trees are an important
sector of Virginia’s agriculture and
forestry industries as there are nearly
500 Christmas tree farms throughout
the Commonwealth. Virginia is the
seventh leading U.S. state in terms of
total Christmas trees harvested, sixth
in total tree acreage in production,
and 12th in the number of operations
with Christmas tree sales.
“Christmas trees are a strong contributor to Virginia’s agricultural

Now Offering Commercial & Residential

Electrical Services

Home Repairs • Remodeling
Decks • Fences
Junk Removal • And More!

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates
CALL NOW!
703-895-7711

Christoff Construction LLC
Serving Stephens City and Beyond
703-895-7711 | www.christoffconstruction.com

Tony’s Tires
NEW Expanded Services!!

• New Brand Name Tires
• Steering & Suspension Components
• Mounting & Balancing
• Custom Wheels

• Oil Changes
• Brake Jobs
• Flat Repairs
• Great Prices!

TonysTiresFrontRoyal.com
Convenient Location Across 7th St. Next to Ramsey's

11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal • 540-551-0922
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economy with annual sales around
$10 million,” said Commissioner Copenhaver. “I have fond family memories of visiting a tree farm each year to
cut our Christmas tree. I encourage all
Virginians to make their own holiday
traditions by supporting Virginia businesses and visiting a Christmas tree
farm.”
Search for Virginia Christmas tree
growers online at VirginiaGrown.
com and on the Virginia Christmas
Tree Growers Association’s website
at VirginiaChristmasTrees.org. Along
with choose-and-cut and pre-cut
trees, many farms also sell fresh-made
wreaths, garlands, holiday greenery,
roping, centerpieces, and tree stands.
Some offer special touches for a memorable family experience such as hot
beverages, holiday treats, and Christmas shops. Consumers should call
ahead to confirm availability, hours

of operation, and any safety requirements.

Winchester Hot Wheels meeting
and Toys for Tots collection Dec. 19
The Hot Wheels Club meets Sunday
December 19, 2021 from 1 pm to 3 pm
in the War Memorial Building’s Lord
Fairfax Room at the Jim Barnett Park,
1001 East Cork St., Winchester. This
will also be our Club Christmas dinner
and Toys for Tots collection meeting.
Buy, sell and trade diecast cars. Door
prizes too. Information: Dan Hammond hwdan2@earthlink.net

Wishing my clients, friends and community a
holiday season full of good will and good memories!

Belle Grove decorated for the
holidays and open for touring
December 3-30
From December 3 to 30, Belle
Grove Plantation is decorated for the
holidays and open for touring. “Timeless Tales and Verse,” celebrating holiday-themed literature from the years
of Belle Grove’s history, is the inspiration for this year’s decorations.
The Winter Time, a poem by Robert Louis Stephenson, is seen in the
decorations in the carriage and on the
front porch. Valley Garden Club has
decorated the front hall with the poem
Christmas Bells by Henry Wadsworth

Longfellow in mind. The library decorations by Warren Garden Club feature the classic Christmas letter, Yes,
Virginia There is a Santa Claus. In the
day sitting room, the Winchester/
Clarke Garden Club evoked ‘Twas
the Night Before Christmas by Clement C. Moore. The plantation office
has been transformed by the Middletown Garden Club into Ebenezer
Scrooge’s office from A Christmas
Carol by Charles Dickens. Across the
hall in the dining room the Colonial
Garden Club rings in the New Year
with Auld Lang Syne by Robert Burns.
In the Parlor is a 12-foot Norway
spruce donated from John and Judith
Tole’s Evergreen Christmas Tree Farm
in Woodville, Virginia. The Hawthorn
Garden Club provided decorations in
the Parlor based on the short story,
The First Christmas Tree by Henry
Van Dyke.
The nursery is a child’s wonderland
thanks to the Shenandoah Garden
Club’s toys and animals. It brings to

life The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery
Williams, the 1922 children’s story
that begins on Christmas morning.
The Little Garden Club adorned the
bedroom using The Gift of the Magi
by O. Henry as their inspiration.
Guests are welcomed into the lower
level with decorations inspired by
Christmas Carol, a poem by Paul Laurence Dunbar. These decorations were
done by the Northern Shenandoah
Valley Master Gardener Association,
which also decorated the lower-level
room showing The Nutcracker and
the Mouse King by E.T.A. Hoffmann,
the story behind the treasured ballet.
The kitchen has charming decorations
by the Glen Burnie Garden Club conjuring The Elves and the Shoemaker by
The Brothers Grimm.
Belle Grove Plantation including
the Beverley B. Shoemaker Welcome
Center (which includes the Museum
Shop, exhibits, and restrooms) will be
open December 3, 2-8 p.m. and thereafter Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-4

Chase the chill away with hot soup
1 tablespoon vegetable oil, plus extra for
frying
1 small onion, finely chopped
2 garlic cloves, crushed
1 14-ounce can plum tomatoes, drained
4 cups chicken stock
Small bunch cilantro
Salt and ground black pepper

Learn more about WHAT MATTERS Partners at www.whatmattersw2.com
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Attorney At Law
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Few things beat a hot meal on a cold day.
Stews and casseroles can fit the bill in such
situations, but soup is a go-to solution when
looking to warm up.
This recipe for “Tortilla Soup” from “The
Complete Mexican, South American & Caribbean Cookbook” by Jane Milton, Jenni Fleetwood and Marina Filippelli (Metro Books) can
be served as an appetizer or light meal. The
crispy tortilla strips included in the recipe add
extra texture to a delicious dish.
Tortilla Soup
Serves 4
4 corn tortillas, freshly made or a few days
old

Using a sharp knife, cut each tortilla into 4 or
5 strips, each measuring about 3⁄4 inches wide.
Pour vegetable oil to a depth of 3⁄4 inch into
a heavy frying pan. Heat until a small piece of
tortilla, added to the oil, floats on the top and
bubbles at the edges.
Add a few tortilla strips to the hot oil and
fry for a few minutes, until crisp and golden
brown all over, turning them occasionally. Remove with a slotted spoon and drain on a double layer of paper towels. Cook the remaining
tortilla strips in the same way.
Heat the 1 tablespoon vegetable oil in a large,
heavy pan. Add the chopped onion and garlic
and cook over medium heat for 2 to 3 minutes,
stirring constantly with a wooden spatula, until the onion is soft and translucent. Do not let
the garlic turn brown or it will give the soup a
bitter taste.
Chop the tomatoes using a large, sharp knife
and add them to the onion mixture in the pan.
Pour in the chicken stock and stir well. Bring
to a boil, then lower the heat and let simmer
for about 10 minutes, until the liquid has reduced slightly.
Chop the cilantro. Add to the soup, reserving a little to use as a garnish. Season to taste.
Place a few of the crisp tortilla pieces in the
bottom of four warmed soup bowls. Ladle the
soup on top. Sprinkle each portion with the
reserved chopped cilantro and serve.
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p.m., Friday-Saturday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.,
and Sunday 1-5 p.m. Belle Grove
will be closed on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day and will close for the
winter on December 31.
Guided house tours are offered
Monday-Saturday from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
with tours beginning at quarter past
each hour (first tour at 10:15 a.m. and
last tour at 3:15 p.m.) and on Sunday
1-5 p.m. (first tour at 1:15 p.m. and

A+J’s Lawn Care

• Leaf Blowing • Mowing
• Weedeating • Low Rates!
We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174

last tour at 4:15 p.m.). On Friday and
Saturday evenings 4-8 p.m. visitors are
welcome to take self-guided tours, the
Manor House will be lit by candlelight,
and there will be live music in the Parlor from 6-8 p.m. (schedule at www.
bellegrove.org).
There is a limit of ten guests per
tour and admission is sold on-site only
and on a first-come, first-served basis.
Guests over the age of five are required
to wear masks over their nose and
mouth while on the property.
Admission for both guided and selfguided Manor House tours is $12 for
adults, $11 for members of the military, AAA, the National Parks, and individuals 60 and older. Students 6-16
and National Trust for Historic Preservation members are $6. Children
5 and younger are free. Belle Grove
members are free of charge as benefit
of their membership. Visitors may join
Belle Grove and immediately use this
benefit at Christmas along with 10%
off non-consignment purchases in the

Museum Shop.
Belle Grove Plantation is a nonprofit historic house museum that is a
National Trust for Historic Preservation site and a partner in Cedar Creek
and Belle Grove National Historical
Park. It is located off Route 11 at 336
Belle Grove Road south of Middletown, Virginia. Information and updates on holiday tours may be found
at www.bellegrove.org or at www.facebook.com/BelleGrove

Frederick County Sheriff statement
on election day incident with
Supervisor Shawn Graber
“On Wednesday, November 3rd,

Sheriff Lenny Millholland returned a
phone call to Frederick County Back
Creek Supervisor Shawn Graber in reference to concerns with the handling of
a call for service on Election Day. Supervisor Graber stated he would be seeking federal and state criminal charges
against Sheriff ’s Deputy Sean Kennedy
as a result of what he claims was Kennedy failing to perform his duties and
committing “voter intimidation”.
“The interactions between Deputy
Kennedy and Supervisor Graber stem
from a call for service on Election Day
where a female was concerned over a
male subject continuing to photograph
her at the polls after she requested for
him to stop. This male subject was identified as Supervisor Graber who claimed

he was documenting illegal activities.
Supervisor Graber informed Sheriff
Millholland that he wished to meet
“one-on-one” to speak of this situation
before seeking charges against Kennedy,
stating things may get out of control at
the next board meeting. During this
call, Graber referred to Deputy Kennedy as an “A**hole” and “Knucklehead”
having previously referred to him as “a
complete jerk” to Sgt. B.C. Smith. Graber confirms to the Sheriff his FOIA request for all materials related to the call
for service and advises the Sheriff that
he has a “sour taste” with the Sheriff ’s
Office over this event. After more than
15 minutes on the phone, Sheriff Millholland advises Supervisor Graber that
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photos” and was told four times that it is
not illegal to do so. Graber did not call
FCSO this date, make any request for
any law enforcement action while units
were there nor was he treated unprofessionally or disrespectfully. Calling the
deputy an “a**hole” and “knucklehead”
lacked both decorum and appeared unwarranted. Sadly, it’s often the negative
actions or mistakes law enforcement
officers make that get the most attention, even in false claims, such as this.
As a matter of agency transparency, and
for clarification, this information is being disseminated. We understand the
board, rightfully, feels it not their place
to hear such matters of election activities or to police the actions of another
duly-elected official within their ranks.
We also believe the necessity to have
the incident openly and properly documented before any other erroneous or
false claims or derogatory statements
are leveled against our personnel.”
– From Lt. W.W. Gosnell, Frederick
County, Va. Sheriff ’s Oﬃce

he hasn’t reviewed any videos or the report and is unsure of what exactly has
happened. The Sheriff states he doesn’t
like when things aren’t done right and
that he would not seek to keep Graber
from “doing what you got to do” during
any proposed meeting between the two.
“Supervisor Graber states he will
now be seeking a meeting between the
Sheriff and the Board of Supervisors.
Graber tells the Sheriff there is a history of the agency not handling election
complaints properly, citing an incident
with another board member’s wife at a
primary a year ago, and that he is not
the only one on the board that feels
this way: “there are several that feel the
same way that I do”. Graber suggests this
meeting take place behind closed doors
so things don’t “get blown up” and immediately states “however, if that Frederick County Educator’s Association,
that woman that placed that call, comes
out and starts running her mouth about
it, I’m gonna defend myself and I’m
gonna throw that Deputy as far under
the bus as I have to”. An administrative
investigation into Supervisor Graber’s
claims of being told that he could not
take photos were found to be false. Kennedy informed Supervisor Graber, from
the very beginning, he was “free to take

Supervisor Shawn Graber responds
to Sheriff Millholland’s allegations
“On Friday, November 19, 2021, the
Frederick County Sheriff ’s Office issued
a press release regarding an incident
between myself, two deputies, and the

presently elected Sheriff. Please allow me to begin by saying thank you
to every man and women who puts on
the uniform each day and upholds their
Constitutional Oath of office.
“The release has several items that
are factually incorrect and several items
wherein the truth has been stretched to
fit a narrative. The article references an
incident on Election Day, November 2,
2021, where an individual called for law
enforcement because I was taking pictures to document an unlawful practice
occurring. Prior to taking pictures, I had
called both the Virginia Department of
Elections and the local Registrars Office
to notify them of the violation of state
election law which was taking place by
those representing the Democrat Party
of Frederick County.
“As I was taking pictures, one individual called for law enforcement stating that I was intimidating her by taking
pictures when she had asked me to stop.
Please know that the incident occurred
at a public place and there is no law
prohibiting pictures being taken in that
area. All photos were obtained to document the violations of election law that
were occurring. At the time of the photos being obtained, all were obtained
legally.
“The first deputy that arrived was
Deputy Kennedy. He was extremely
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rude and suggested not less than five
times that I should stop taking pictures. In response, I asked what I had
done wrong? What had I done that was
against the law? He indicated that he
didn’t want to have to come back out
there and that if someone asks you to
stop taking pictures, you (meaning I)
should probably stop.
“I had done nothing wrong. I then
showed him the piece of paper that
those representing the Democrat Party
had been distributing as I had received
my copy from the Shawnee District Supervisor Candidate Kennedy prior to
his departure from the polling place. We
had been handing out competing sample ballots within talking range for over
an hour previously. As I showed the
materials and violations of the Virginia
Code, Deputy Kennedy had no desire to
discuss, investigate, or correct the real

Humane Society of Warren County
1245 Progress Dr, Front Royal, VA 22630 • (540) 635-4734

Don’t forget to grab your tickets to the HSWC’s Tails and Ales
fundraiser!! Not many left and you are sure to have a good time, all
while helping to raise necessary funds for the homeless pets in your
community. Tickets are just $40 and include dinner, beer, wine, an
event souvenir and a chance at the $1000 grand prize.
Barkley
is
around 5 years
old and we love
those big ol’
hound ears! His
name is fitting
and has your
typical hound
bark, can clear
a 6ft fence with
ease and loves
people! Barkley
is stressed at the shelter and we would love to
find a home fitting for this boy.
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violation of the law that had been previously occurring. I was nothing but respectful to Deputy Kennedy, which can
be viewed in its entirety by viewing his
body camera. During our interaction,
Deputy Kennedy was both rude and
displayed many facial, hand motion, and
other gestures that clearly indicated he
was not happy being there and was, in
my humble opinion, arrogant.
“About five minutes after Deputy
Kennedy’s departure, his supervisor
showed up at the location with Deputy
Kennedy in tow. I greeted Sgt. Smith
and had a positive and respectful conversation with him. I informed him of
the actions of his employee, which had
been far from professional, and asked
that it be followed up on. These actions
can be viewed as well in their entirety
on body camera.
“The following day I reached out to

Dog
Friendly!

540-636-1522
HotTubHeaven@yahoo.com
www.hthva.com

Neko is such a sweet
and loving dog with a
big strong body and not
much training. Luckily,
he is willing and able to
learn, and so desperate
for a family of his own
to give him a chance.
He is about 2 years old,
neutered, chipped and
ready for love!

Neko’s ad sponsored by:
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Merle is about
2 years old and
sweet as can be.
Loves the attention from any
and all humans,
know all my basic
commands, I am
spayed and looking for a family.

Merle’s ad sponsored by:

Tony’’s Tires
NEW Tires and
Complete Auto
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11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal
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With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes.
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!
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Sheriff Millholland to discuss these matters as it is not unlawful to take photos
of a crime being committed in a public
place, and the actions by Deputy Kennedy were repulsive. After some discussion, I described to the Sheriff that, in
my opinion, the deputy acted like an
asshole, which describes the situation
as clearly as I can define it. I informed
the Sheriff that it is my belief that the
deputy prohibited me from fully documenting an unlawful act that was committed and that he was obstructing justice as well as other matters relating this
case by his actions.
“This matter is of considerable concern to me as there appears, in my
opinion, to be a pattern of the Sheriff
and some of his deputies not adhering
to their Constitutional Oath of Office.
This case is very simple. There are hard
factual pieces of evidence that were
obtained at numerous polling places
in Frederick County that show that the
Code of Virginia Election law was not
followed. There has been no discussion
with me or others from my team in an
attempt by the Sheriff to get any facts
pertaining to this case.

“I wonder if election integrity really
matters to Sheriff Millholland. Is your
Constitutional right to vote being protected? I further have pause, and wonder, if there is cause for further investigation into this incident as one of the
Sheriff ’s own personnel was running for
a seat in this district in which this incident occurred. Was there an attempt
to keep this matter from becoming public as some of the sample ballots being
handed out had his deputy’s name on
them?
“There is further cause for concern
as there was another incident that occurred in August of 2020, with several other presently sitting supervisors,
where a physical altercation occurred at
a primary polling location. The Sheriff ’s
Office, when called, indicated they were
not going to respond. A while later, they
arrived and refused to take the information to defuse the situation. The Sheriff, after the fact, went on making very
unpleasant remarks to a current sitting
supervisor.
“Further compounding my concerns
on the Sheriff protecting your constitutional rights, do you remember the

incident that put Frederick County on
the map as it pertains to the Democrat’s
Red Flag Laws? Yes, that’s correct, your
very own Frederick County Sheriff,
who claims to represent the people and
the Constitution, instituted one of the
first Red Flag Law gun confiscations in
Virginia. Thankfully, the judge saw the
move and returned the man’s property
after merely a few days. But this all leads
me to my initial question. Will Sheriff
Millholland defend your constitutional
rights?
“I have the evidence to back up what
I have laid out above. There were election laws broken in Frederick County
on Election Day of 2021. Let’s find out
what happened and get the facts. Once
the new administration that was duly
elected gets seated in January, I will be
forwarding this information to the Attorney General’s office for their review.
I believe your constitutional rights
should be guarded.
“Sadly, I worry we don’t have a sheriff that agrees with me on this issue. I
would invite you to reach out to me to
discuss this important issue as I will
be exploring my own run for Sheriff
of Frederick County in 2023 to ensure
everyone’s constitutional rights are preserved.
“Thank you for allowing me to present my beliefs as it pertains to our core
fundamental beliefs in the Constitution
of the United States.”
– From Shawn Graber, Back Creek
District Supervisor

enrolling Ages 2 Kindergarten

Last Call to Share Library Feedback
and Win!

1600 John Marshall Hwy ≈ Front Royal, VA 22630 ≈ www.dlcs1.com ≈ (540) 636-9595

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

15% & 10 %
OFF

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE *

TO THE FIRST 50
CALLERS ONLY! **

WE INSTALL

YEAR-ROUND!
LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Promo Code: 285

2

ER GUA

5

% OFF

OFF

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

D

1

’S

GU

TT

NATIO

R

E

N

TH

+

SENIORS &
MILITARY!

Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

1

CALL US TODAY FOR

A FREE ESTIMATE

1-877-636-7566

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. *Oﬀer valid at time of estimate only 2The leading
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License#
128344 License# 218294 WA UBI# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ
License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900
Registration# PA069383 Suﬀolk HIC License# 52229-H License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990
Registration# H-19114

COVID-19 testing, especially among
rural and remote communities.
“We are thrilled to collaborate with
VDH to provide this simple, accessible
avenue for testing in Warren County,”
says Michelle Ross, Executive Director
of Samuels Public Library. “Libraries
play an important role in public health
by offering free access to information,
this service strengthens and extends
that role.”
The at-home test kit uses the eMed
digital platform. Users will need an
internet-connected device enabled with
a camera and microphone (smartphone
or laptop) to join a virtual testing session with an eMed assistant. The eMed
assistant will guide users through the
testing process. Once the test is complete, the user will receive results within
15 minutes and eMed will report the results to VDH.
Individuals may request a test
through curbside pick-up or at the
Samuels Public Library circulation
desk. If you are demonstrating symptoms, please use curbside pick-up and
do not enter the library. For safety reasons, tests may not be taken inside the
library. The library’s public wireless
internet is accessible in the parking lot.
VDH recommends tests be used within
two weeks to avoid expiration.

Samuels Public Library offers free
at-home COVID-19 tests
Samuels Public Library joins 18 other
libraries and library systems state-wide
offering free at-home COVID-19 tests
through a partnership with the Virginia
Department of Health (VDH). The pilot
program runs through Friday, December 31.
Individuals may pick up a virtuallyguided Abbott BinaxNow COVID-19
Antigen Card Home Test at Samuels
Public Library, use it in the privacy of
their own home and receive digital test
results in 15 minutes. A library card is
not required to receive a test. The program is designed to increase access to

Mowing and
Landscaping
Great Rates • Quality Service
Serving the Shenandoah Valley
& Outlying Areas for over 15 years

Conway Lawn Care, LLC
540-975-2313

Samuels Public Library’s community
survey will close on December 31st.
The survey opened on September 1st
and has drawn in nearly 300 responses
so far. The Library hopes to receive 400
responses.
“We are very excited about the number of responses we’ve received so far,”
says Executive Director Michelle Ross,
“Our community has wonderful ideas
about new library services and we hope
to gather even more of those ideas before the survey closes.”
Each person who completes a survey may be entered into a drawing for
a Kindle Fire HD 10 Tablet. Limit one
entry per person. Every Warren County
citizen is invited to share their feedback
to enhance our community’s Library.
Print copies of the survey can be
found at each Samuels Library public
service desk.
Results from the survey will be
shared on the Library website, www.
samuelslibrary.net

Poultry processor to Winchester
TFC Poultry to create 111 new jobs
TFC Poultry LLC, a quality poultry
producer, will invest $31.5 million to
establish its second U.S. production facility in Winchester. The company will
occupy the former Sunshine’s Pride
Dairy facility, where it will specialize in
deboning turkey thigh meat for sale to
food manufacturers. TFC Poultry is also
committing to purchase more than 100
million pounds of Virginia-grown turkey over the next four years.
Virginia successfully competed with
West Virginia for the project, which will
create 111 new jobs.
“Virginia’s strong agriculture sector
continues to play a critical role in the
success of our booming economy,” said
Governor Northam. “We are pleased
the company has chosen to establish its
first East Coast facility right here in Virginia, and we look forward to all of its
success in the future.”
TFC Poultry was founded in 2008 by
brothers Darrin and Trent Froemming
after they purchased and remodeled a
local shuttered poultry plant in Ashby,
Minnesota. The company uses specialized proprietary technology, along with
x-ray and metal detection, for the safe
and efficient deboning of turkey thighs.
As the only third-party operation of its
kind in the U.S., TFC Poultry has experienced increased demand for its products due to increased domestic demand
for dark meat.
“Virginia’s ready access to key markets, favorable business climate, and
skilled workforce are highly-attractive
assets to agriculture companies like
TFC Poultry,” said Secretary of Commerce and Trade Brian Ball. “We thank
TFC for its investment, and we are committed to supporting the company as it
grows its East Coast footprint.”
“The company narrowed to this region due to the great access it offers to
the I-81 corridor and to some of our key
customers and suppliers,” said Chief
Executive Officer of TFC Poultry Darrin Froemming. “We specifically chose
Winchester, Virginia due to two primary factors: the first was the availability
of all ranges of talent and that talent’s
proximity to the new location; and the
second reason was the embracing of
progress the city demonstrated to the
company throughout its due diligence
stage. No other community held such
an aggressive, yet genuinely welcoming
reception.”
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Check out Jay’s Dec. Deals!!
MT1721A - 2008 Toyota Avalon Touring Sedan,
154k, FWD, Leather Upholstery, Auto Temp Ctrl,
Keyless Entry, Frnt Dual Zone A/C - $9,747

TM1437A - 2016 Chrysler 200 Limited Sedan,
117k, FWD, Local Trade, XM Radio, Pwr Windows/
Locks, 17” Alloy Wheels, Bkup Cam - $10,497

CM0529C - 2017 Mitsubishi Mirage G4 ES Sedan,
44k, FWD, Accident-Free Carfax, Manual w/ Hill
Assist, Pwr Windows/Locks, USB - $11,147

TM1516B - 2013 Ford F-150 FX4 Truck SuperCrew
Cab, 166k, 4x4, ABS Brakes, Alloy Wheels,
Electronic Stability & Traction Control - $21,747

TM1084D - 2015 Chrysler 200 S Sedan, 111k, FWD,
Accident-Free Carfax, Navigation, Heated Leather
Seats & Steering Wheel, Remote Start - $11,547

TM1551A - 2016 Dodge Dart SXT Sedan, 91k, FWD,
Local Trade, Navigation, Heated Front Seats,
Alpine Sound, Rem. Strt, Bluetooth - $12,647

KB0089B - 2013 Kia Optima SX Sedan, 125k, FWD,
Accident-Free Carfax, Heated & Cooled Leather
Seats, XM Radio, Inﬁnity Sound - $12,797

TM1219B - 2015 Hyundai Sonata Limited 2.0T
Sedan, 136k, FWD, Local Trade, Nav, Heated &
Ventilated Leather Seats, Pwr Sunroof - $12,497

CN0075A - 2015 Subaru Forester 2.5i SUV, 135k,
AWD, Accident-Free 1 Owner Carfax, Backup
Cam, Bluetooth, Alloy Wheels - $14,647

TM1577A - 2013 Toyota RAV4 XLE SUV, 133k,
AWD, Accident-Free 1 Owner Carfax, Keyless
Entry, Pwr Sunroof, Dual Climate Ctrl - $16,747

KB0035B - 2016 Chrysler Town & Country LWB
Passenger Touring Van, 102k, FWD, Local Trade,
DVD, Pwr Liftgate, Pwr Sliding Doors - $14,697

TM1459A - 2016 Toyota RAV4 Limited SUV, 96k,
AWD, Accident-Free 1 Owner Carfax, Navigation,
XM Radio, Heated Leather Seats - $22,147

CN0074A - 2016 Scion tC Base Coupe, 57k, FWD,
Pwr Sunroof, Keyless Entry, Bluetooth, Cruise
Ctrl, Steering Wheel Audio Ctrls - $17,747

CM0582A - 2016 Lincoln MKZ Base Sedan, 86k,
AWD, Accident Free Carfax, Heated Leather Seats,
Pwr Sunrf & Drvr Seat, Dual Climate - $18,247

KB0100A - 2017 Toyota Corolla L Sedan, 76k, FWD,
Accident-Free 1 Owner Carfax, LED Headlights,
Bluetooth, Bkup Cam, Pwr Windows - $18,897

TM1050C - 2013 GMC Yukon XL 1500 SLT SUV,
146k, 4x4, XM Radio, Local Trade, Heated Front &
2nd Row Seats, Pwr Driver Seat - $16,197

MT1713A - 2019 Nissan Kicks S SUV, 52k, FWD,
Accident-Free 1 Owner Carfax, Keyless Entry, Pwr
Windows/Locks, Bluetooth, Cruise - $19,147

TM1430A - 2018 Chevrolet Equinox LT SUV, 104k,
FWD, 1 Owner Carfax, Heated Seats, Backup Cam,
Bluetooth, Cruise Ctrl, Backup Cam - $19,647

CM0571B - 2020 Kia Forte LXS Sedan, 15k, FWD,
Accident-Free 1 Owner Carfax, Pwr Windows/
Locks, Bluetooth, Backup Cam - $20,647

KB0073A - 2016 Nissan Altima 2.5 SL Sedan, 77k,
FWD, Accident Free Carfax, Nav, Pwr Sunroof,
Heated Leather Seats, XM, BOSE - $17,497

540-678-1791
www.MalloyToyota.com

400 Weems Lane
Winchester, VA 22601

*Prices are plus taxes, tags and $799 processing fee.

