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Winchester’s ‘Balloon Guy’ brings smiles to children, raises money for disabled vets

By Larry Walters
Warren/Frederick County Report

 “May the Force be with you,” 
he jokes while handing a skillfully 
and quickly crafted purple balloon 
saber to an anxiously awaiting 
8-year-old boy. Or after cleverly 
manipulating an orange balloon 
hummingbird for an adorable lit-
tle girl, he asks, “Do you know why 
hummingbirds hum?” He almost 
immediately answers, “Because 
they don’t know the words!”
 The wide-eyed, baffled little girl 
doesn’t get it. Her observing par-
ents do and have a good laugh.
 Maybe you’ve met the Balloon 
Guy as he’s called around Win-
chester and Frederick County in 
the past. Perhaps he’s crafted one 
of his amazingly novel creations 
for you or your young ones.
 He can usually be found Mon-
days at the Texas Roadhouse in the 
Rutherford Crossings Shopping 
Center, Tuesdays through Thurs-
days (weather permitting) across 
from the Old Court House at the 
Bright Box on the Old Town Walk-

ing Mall, and Fridays at the Gold-
en Corral on Front Royal Pike.  He 

says he occasionally works at the 
area Walmarts also but has not 
recently due to the current CO-
VID-19 restrictions at the stores.
 And after working his magic, 
the Balloon Guy never expects a 
thing!
 “The smile on their faces is re-
ward enough,” says Mike Bulley 
aka the Balloon Guy. He says he 
wishes more people would know 
that his creations are intended to 
be free and take advantages of his 
talent. He regrets how people are 
guarded and think he’s trying to 
sell them something.
 However, in recent years, he 
has combined his balloon artistry 
with also accepting donations for 
the local chapter of the Disabled 

American Veterans (DAV) asso-
ciation, but never asks or expects 
anything for himself. 
 Bulley got involved with the 
DAV through his brother, a Win-
chester disabled veteran from the 
Viet Nam conflict and part of the 

local DAV chapter.
 The DAV is a 501c non-profit 
social welfare organization cre-
ated in 1920 by World War I veter-
ans for disabled military veterans 
of the United States Armed Forces 
that helps them and their families 
through various means. It was is-
sued a federal charter by Congress 
in 1932. It currently has over a mil-
lion members aiding disabled vet-
erans from many wars since WWI.
 Bulley is a Winchester trans-
plant from the Hudson Valley area 
of New York since 2013 and has 
been involved in putting smiles on 
youngsters’ faces for a long time. 
Now retired from working as a 
customer representative for the 
telephone company in Manhat-
tan, he explained how he is just 
continuing his youth involvement 
from New York.
 “When I was working for the 
telephone company in Manhattan, 
we had a group called the Tele-
phone Pioneers of America that 
would visit the children’s’ hospi-
tals and organizations like Make 

Mike Bulley crafts several free balloon creations for a returning Pennsyl-
vania family on a layover from a trip to southern Virginia. Dad was baby-
sitting while mom enjoyed the local shops. Bulley is personally satisfied 
with the joy he claims to see in a child’s eye, but he is hopeful it will lead 
to a donation in the Disabled American Veterans association’s box on his 
left.

A little girl shows off her requested balloon heart which was crafted freely 
and with genuine TLC by the Balloon Guy on Winchester’s Old Town Walk-
ing Mall.

CONSERVATION SPECIALIST VACANCY
The Lord Fairfax Soil & 
Water Conservation District 
headquartered in Strasburg, 
Shenandoah County, VA, is 
seeking a full-time Conservation 
Specialist. This is a contract 
position for a term not to exceed three years. Applicants should 
have, at a minimum, a BS degree in an agriculture or natural 
resources related field, or equivalent agricultural experience. 
Responsibilities will include farmer contact, promotional 
efforts regarding Chesapeake Bay non-point nutrient reduction 
goals and the writing of contracts for the installation of related 
agricultural Best Management Practices. Work will be assigned 
within Clarke, Frederick, Shenandoah and/or Warren Counties. 
Potential candidate must have knowledge of computers and 
Microsoft programs, be a self-starter and willing to work in 
a team environment. Must have excellent communications 
and organizational skills. Pay level will be commensurate 
with knowledge and experience. Health, retirement and leave 
benefits provided. Valid Virginia driver’s license, vehicle, liability 
insurance and background check required. Work will require use 
of employee’s own vehicle with work related mileage reimbursed 
at State rate. Please send a resume with two references and a 
letter describing your interest in the position to:

LFSWCD, 722-B East Queen Street, Strasburg, VA 22657

Applications may be emailed to the Administrative Specialist 
at sarah.fleming@lfswcd.org For further information, please 
call 540.465.2424, ext. 5. 

Applications will be accepted through Tuesday, October 
5, 2021. Position is open until filled. LFSWCD is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

Douglas Harold, Jr.
Attorney at Law
BANKRUPTCY

DIVORCE

No one wants to file for bankruptcy,  
but when there is no alternative…I can help.  

(Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Only)
Stop Garnishments, Collection Activities and Lawsuits.

Specializing in Uncontested Divorce • Rapid Service - Quick Results

(Under Federal Law we are defined as a Debt Relief Agency. 
We help people file for Bankruptcy Relief under the Bankruptcy Code)

Serving the Northern Shenandoah Valley
Free Initial Telephone Consultation

35 Years Experience
• Reasonable Fees •
douglasharoldjr@yahoo.com

1114 Fairfax Pike, Ste 10
White Post, VA 22663

(540) 869-0040
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a Wish Foundation,” he explained. 
“Th e phone company would even 
give us some time off  for it, and 
we used to dress up as clowns and 
try to cheer up the kids. But with 
all the scary movies about clowns 
that came out, it wasn’t long until 
clowns were traumatizing kids, 

not cheering them up.
 “It’s when I decided to fi nd an-
other way that I got into making 
balloons.”
 Th e Balloon guy is a self-taught 
artisan. On a visit to a Barnes & 
Noble bookstore, he said he no-
ticed a book, pump and balloon 

kit and knew it would be a good 
alternative to scary clowns. Af-
ter digesting the book, and with 
many hours of practice, he eventu-
ally was able to make a number of 
what he calls “simple” creations.
 “I don’t do anything too compli-
cated; there are people who can do 
a lot better than me. I try to keep it 

simple and quick,” he notes about 
the dozen or so creations he has 
listed on a sign including swords, 
giraff es, butterfl ies, humming-
birds, turtles, hearts and others. 
“Sometimes all they want is a bal-
loon,” he adds.
 Upon relocating to Winchester 
and reuniting with his brother, 

a local member of the local DAV 
chapter often involved with fun-
draising, he thought he might use 
his skills to aid the cause and put 
smiles on kids’ faces.  “My brother 
told me they (DAV) sometimes 
have trouble raising funds, and I 
love doing it and thought I could 
help. It’s such a great cause,” Bul-
ley refl ected. “I wanted to do some 
community stuff  anyway.”
 Like many retirees Bulley fi nds 
that he can also continue to do 
something productive and stay 
relevant through his balloon craft 
adding to his well-being.
 “In my retirement I just love 
doing it,” says the Balloon Guy. “I 
like going to diff erent places and 
making the kids happy. I feel I’m 
in the right place and doing what I 
should be doing at this time in my 
life.” 
 He says he makes balloons for 
big people too so next time you 
see him stop by and ask for your 
favorite creation, and don’t forget 
the disabled vets if you are able.
 To learn more about DAV, visit 
https://www.dav.org/ 
 All Department of Veterans 
Aff airs facilities and clinics that 
administer COVID-19 vaccines 
are accepting walk-ins for eligible 
Veterans, spouses and caregivers. 
Th e Centers for Disease Control 
and the Department of Veterans 
Aff airs strongly advise getting the 
fl u vaccine during 2020 –2021 to 
protect yourself and those around 
you, and to help reduce strain on 
health care systems responding to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Learn 
more at www.prevention.va.gov/
fl u. 
 If you have questions or need 
claims assistance, contact your lo-
cal DAV offi  ce, or to contact the 
Washington D.C headquarters of 
the Disabled American Veterans 
(DAV) association, call (202) 530-
9260.

– vawalters@hotmail.com

U.S. Border Collie Handlers Association
National Sheepdog Finals 

at Belle Grove Plantation 
Tuesday, October 5-Sunday, October 10, 2021

 The top-ranking sheepdogs and their 
handlers will qualify for this event to 
crown the North American champion!

Belle Grove Plantation
336 Belle Grove Road
Middletown, VA 22645

info@bellegrove.org

Warren County Parks and Recreation DepartmentWarren County Parks and Recreation Department

Tiny Tykes Basketball LeagueTiny Tykes Basketball League
Registration Oct. 4 - Nov. 19, 2021

This program emphasizes learning basic skills, fundamental teamwork, 
sportsmanship, and positive participation with the goal of providing a fun 
and rewarding tiny tykes basketball experience. The young players will 
begin to develop a bond and love for the game while also learning what 
it takes to be successful off the court. 

The Tiny Tykes Basketball League practices will be held on Sundays 
beginning December 5, 2021 at Ressie Jeffries Elementary School, 
located at 320 E. Criser Road, Front Royal, Virginia 22630.

Games are scheduled to begin on Sunday, 
January 16, 2022 and will also be held at 
Ressie Jeffries Elementary School. 

This league is for boys and girls, 5 and 6 years 
old as of December 1, 2021; age verification 
is necessary to register for this activity.

The cost is $45.00 per participant.

For more information or to register contact Warren County Community 
Center, 538 Villa Ave. Front Royal, VA 22630 • 540-635-1021

Visit us on the web at parksandrecreation.warrencountyva.net
Like us on Facebook at Warren County Parks and Recreation

  • Hot Water Boiler Installation
  • Boiler Servicing and Cleaning
  • Warm Air Furnace Service

Ken Wood, Middletown, VA
Licensed and Insured

540-869-7250 • 540-660-5108

KENNY’S OIL BURNER SERVICE, LLC

Tony’s Tires

Convenient Location Across 7th St. Next to Ramsey's
11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal • 540-551-0922

NEW Expanded Services!!
• New Brand Name Tires
• Steering & Suspension Components
• Mounting & Balancing
• Custom Wheels

• Oil Changes
• Brake Jobs
• Flat Repairs
• Great Prices!

TonysTiresFrontRoyal.com

(540) 636-7700 | 415 South St Suite C, Front Royal, VA 22630

Associate Brokers/REALTORS®

TeamDanielsVA@gmail.com
Cell: (540) 683-7550 

Sharon Daniels:
Licensed in VA & WV
www.SharonLDaniels.com

Victoria Daniels:
Licensed in VA

Team Daniels

(540) 683-7550
TeamDanielsVA.com

124042 _ PREMIER

Looking to Buy or Sell? Call or Text 540-683-7550!

Matthews Auto Center
13 W. Duck Street • Front Royal • (540) 636-7567
Complete Auto Repair and Maintenance

ASE Master Technician • VA State Inspections
Between the bridges!

When Quality counts
Count on Us!

Pacific Landscaping LLC

Call us for a  free quote:
• Fence Repairs
• Fence and Deck Staining/Painting
• Retaining Wall (stone, brick, and
 block)
• Concrete Stamps
• Fire Pits
• Paver Patios
• Gardening Services (mulching,
 flowerbeds, edging, etc.)

(540) 313-2721
We are licensed and insured!

pacificlandllc@gmail.com

Serving Frederick and surrounding counties
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Main Street welcomes Front Royal Wines
Owners Caitlin Love and Justin Zelikovitz offer free wine tastings on extended weekends

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report
  
 With a friendly welcoming 
smile, Caitlin Love, co-owner of 
the brand new Front Royal Wines 
shop told the story of how she and 
Justin Zelikovitz brought their 
business downtown to 300 E. Main 
Street. 
 “Even though we’re right in the 
middle of so many fantastic Virgin-
ia wineries, I thought Main Street 
needed a wine shop,” she said.
 They have been working since 
May to renovate and change the 
interior of the former Soul Moun-

tain Restaurant into the airy and 
elegant showroom for their mer-
chandise and are looking forward 
to the September 25 Grand Open-
ing.
 On that Saturday, town officials 
and other community members 
will gather to celebrate and for-
mally cut the ribbon at the store. 
Fletcher Henderson, the wine rep-
resentative from Siema Wines in 
Springfield, Va., will be pouring 
and offering wine tastings.
 But life’s sequence of events that 
brought her here begins about 18 
years ago.
 “I worked in D.C. restaurants for 

15 years and did everything related 
to the restaurant business, from 
serving to bartending,” she said. “I 
moved here three years ago from 
Alexandria and worked at Linden 
Vineyards for the last three years 
while working and managing at El-
ements Restaurant.”
 These jobs added more years of 
experience to her career dealing 
with reps, budgeting and buying 
wine. 
 Caitlin said that her co-owner 
Justin Zelikovitz and she became 
acquainted when she was working 
at Linden Vineyards, then when 
she left Linden Vineyards in April, 
she and Justin met over coffee to 

talk about the new Front Royal 
Wines venture
 “A week later we started working 
to restore and the renovate shop, 
then I left Elements a month be-
fore our opening to be here and get 
everything ready,” she explained. 
 Located in the heart of down-
town, across from the gazebo, a 
main festivities area, they are ready 
for folks to come in and check out 

what they have to offer.
 Their webpage lays out this de-
scription.
 “The Best of Virginia…& The 
World. A local wine shop with 
global offerings. Our specific of-
ferings change as we seek the most 
exciting wines (and best deals) 
from around the world! Located in 
the heart of Virginia wine country, 
we aim to showcase the best of lo-
cal wine — while also offering ex-
citing selections from wine regions 
around the world. Our offerings 
change seasonally as we try to bal-
ance novelty and variety with get-
ting the best deals for our custom-
ers.”
 Seasonal fall flavors found in 
beers right now are several kinds 
of pumpkin as well as the popular 
pumpkin spice flavor.
 She went on to talk about their 
extensive collection and how peo-
ple have reacted to the shop.
 “Some people come in and are 
curious about what we have,” she 
said. “We’re always happy to have 
people walk in and it’s good to see 
people being curious. We have Vir-
ginia wines, as well as those from 

Caitlin Love, co-owner with Justin Zelikovitz of Front Royal Wines, proud-
ly presents the local and international variety of wine at their brand-new 
shop at 300 E. Main Street.

Front Royal Wines, in the heart of the downtown across from the gazebo 
looks out on Main Street and the iconic Clock.

Warren County Parks and Recreation DepartmentWarren County Parks and Recreation Department

Youth Basketball LeagueYouth Basketball League
Registration Sept. 27 - Oct. 22, 2021

This program emphasizes fundamental teamwork, sportsmanship, and positive 
participation with the goal of providing a fun and rewarding youth basketball 
experience where young players can create a bond with the game while also learning 
what it takes to be successful away from the court.

Games will begin Saturday, December 4, 2021 and will be held at the Warren County 
Health and Human Services Complex, located at 465 W. 15th Street, Front Royal, 
Virginia 22630 and Ressie Jeffries Elementary School, located at 320 E. Criser 
Road, Front Royal, Virginia 22630. 
 
Practices will be held twice a week, including Saturdays, until games start and then 
once a week when games begin. Practices are held at various locations. 

Draft will be held Saturday, October 30, 2021.

This program is for boys and girls, ages 7 to 14 
years as of December 1, 2021; age verification 
is necessary to register for this activity.

The cost is $70.00 per participant.

Please note that all practice locations and times will 
vary and are subject to change due to gym availability.

For more information or to register contact Warren County Community 
Center, 538 Villa Ave. Front Royal, VA 22630 • 540-635-1021

Visit us on the web at parksandrecreation.warrencountyva.net
Like us on Facebook at Warren County Parks and Recreation

Looking to List or 
Buy? Call Me Today!!

Melanie Hamel
Associate Broker • ABR, GRI, CRB, ePro

540-671-3369
mhamelbroker@gmail.com

www.melaniehamel.com
Licensed in Virginia and West Virginia

824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

Get your FREE Information Kit
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits 
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for 
similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: 
P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance
If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get 
back on track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company now for inexpensive dental insurance. 
Get help paying for the dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist  
couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-844-852-6401 

Dental50Plus.com/14
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California, Oregon and Wash-
ington. International wine comes 
predominately from France, Ger-
many, Italy, Portugal, Spain, Chile, 
Argentina, South Africa, Australia, 

and New Zealand.”
 Th e range of wine prices is de-
signed to be suitable for a range of 
budgets, too.
 “Th e more expensive ones we 

like to call Treat Yourself or Gift 
Wine, but there are many more 
aff ordable, and less intimidating 
wines,” she said, and added, “We 
try to have wines that no one else 
has. We don’t want to be competi-
tive with other restaurants on the 
street. We’re here to help, not hin-
der, but we try to have as big an ar-
ray and selection as possible.”
 Th e variety of free tastings are 
available on Fridays and Saturdays 
from 12-7 p.m. and Sundays and 
Mondays from 12-4 p.m. and peo-
ple have a variety of wine to choose 
from.
 “Th ese are small tastings, and we 
don’t serve wine by the glass, al-
though that could be in the future,” 
she speculated. “But right now, 
we’re keeping it simple.”
 Caitlin defused the notion that 
wine tasting is a highly skilled tal-
ent.
 “When tasting, there’s no wrong 
way to taste,” she noted. “You ei-
ther like it or you don’t.” I person-
ally wouldn’t choose everything 
for my home, but people like what 
they like.”
 Besides wine, cider, and beer of-
ferings, a lot of fun gifts and deli-
cious snacks are stocked in the 
shop.
 Snacks include the popular 
Hammond’s candy bars from 
Colorado, with exotic fl avors like 
Smores, Red Velvet Cake, Seaside 
Caramel, Peanut Butter Cup and 

Pigs and Taters. Th e unusual Pigs 
and Taters bar is scattered with 
pieces of bacon and potato chips 
and is already sold out.
 “New ones are on the way,” she 
promised.
 Other international and local 
products include several types of 
ciders, beer, vermouth, ports, bit-
ters, and various wine-type snacks 
like peanuts, crackers and Spanish 
olives.
 “We don’t have Virginia olives, 
but great-tasting olives do come 
from Spain,” she said with a smile.
 Other cool merchandise that can 

be found in the shop are candles, 
Front Royal Wine-etched glasses, 
tea towels, accessories and pet toys 
and treats.
 One cute example of pet treats 
are the wine-shaped bottles that 
hold vitamin water for dogs and 
liquid catnip for cats.
 And she says that pets are wel-
come if they are well-behaved and 
housebroken.
 “Th e dogs are okay to come in 
and peruse with the people!” she 
said.
 For the near future, Caitlin 

It looks like the butterfl y on the mural across the street has found a com-
fortable place to land on this fl oral bouquet. The original paintings on the 
wall above are by Shannon Foeller.
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HIDDENSPRINGSSENIORLIVING.COMHIDDENSPRINGSSENIORLIVING.COM
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Put Your Mind at Ease!Put Your Mind at Ease!

24/7 CARE | ASSISTED LIVING24/7 CARE | ASSISTED LIVING || SECURESECURE MEMORY CAREMEMORY CARE

FIRE PIT FRIDAYS
are ending Oct. 15th
Enjoy a 9 Hole Golf Game with Prizes then stay and relax with LIVE 
MUSIC by these great musicians & The Fire Pit, Bar & Food. Open 
to the Public. Bring your own chair or blanket. (No cover charge, no 
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Bryan Stuzman
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Dan Barry
Oct 15

Ryan Jewel
Sep 24
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wants everyone to know that 
they were eager to participate in 
the34th Annual Virginia Wine and 
Craft Festival held on September 
18. Th e shop was open for folks to 
come inside and they had a tent set 
up in front with their products.
 Th ey will also be participating in 
the September 25th Heritage Fes-
tival on Saturday at 101 Chester 
Street which runs from 9 a.m.to 4 
p.m.
 Caitlin said she’s looking for-
ward to autumn when tourists and 
out of town folks come through to 
town for the leaf season.
 “We’re starting to decorate for 

fall,” she said. Th at’s why I wanted 
to open now because it’s a busy 
time.” 
 And further toward the winter 
holidays, she’ll be open to special 
orders for gift baskets, and happy 
to off er gift certifi cates for pur-
chasing.
 When asked what her long-
range goal for the business is, she 
said, “I want the business to do 
well, and I do appreciate feedback. 
I’m also glad that the business may 
be instrumental in bringing more 
prosperity to the downtown area.
 “Main Street needs to grow 
and having a new wine shop will 
hopefully attract more businesses. 
Th ere’s already so much diversity 
on Main. Soon there even will be a 
comic store across street.”
 Justin and she enjoy the wel-
come they’ve received from their 
neighbors on the street. 
 In particular, she mentioned that 
Barbara Dumire, with Old-Timers 
Antiques next door, has been very 
helpful.
 “I bought some of the things that 
I have in the shop from her,” Caitlin 
added. “Others have also been sup-
portive and super positive. So far 
it’s been successful-it’s been really 
nice.”

 Th ey’re making up a wine list to 
be posted and an online ordering 
system for folks to call. Th ey will 
deliver curbside for anyone who 
wants it, and people can always call 
and ask about the kinds of wine 
they carry.
 “Of course, we want to do well, 
and if people have questions, they 
can come in and talk to us. We 
welcome group tastings and would 
like to collaborate with businesses 
for group tastings and will start 
reaching out to Front Royal orga-
nizations soon,” she said. “We have 
already ordered sparkling wines, 
champagnes and California wines.”
 In the short two weeks since 
opening, the shop already has nu-
merous fi ve-star reviews online.
 Some of these comments below 
are from folks who were more than 
happy with their shopping experi-
ence:
 A.H. - What a fabulous store! 
Warm and inviting atmosphere 
with a great selection of wines and 
other goodies. Th e owners, Justin 
and Caitlin, are the best and really 
know their stuff . Caitlin made a 
number of wonderful wine recom-
mendations making it easy for me 
to select what the buy. I’ll defi nitely 
be back and plan on buying from 

Front Royal wines regularly.
 E.O. - What an amazing store! 
Th e storefront is so appealing, the 
atmosphere is awesome as you 
fi rst walk in, and the manager is 
incredibly knowledgeable in her 
wines! She helped me pick out the 
perfect wine for people’s taste as 
well as occasions. Th e retail items 
are also adorable.
 M.R. - What a lovely curated, 
accessible wine shop in downtown 
Front Royal! I loved the $16 wine I 
got here. Th e owner, Caitlin, works 
in the shop daily and has hand-
selected each wine and cider they 
sell. She also has extensive experi-
ence and connections in Virginia 
wine so she has a number of Vir-
ginia labels that you can’t fi nd in a 

regular wine store. She’s also very 
personable and open—no snooty 
sommelier here. Th e wines also 
have a good price range, plenty 
of aff ordable and amazing wines 
mixed in with more expensive 
wines. It’s defi nitely recommended 
if you’re in town, and even worth a 
special trip.
 Front Royal Wines is located at 
300 E. Main Street in Front Royal, 
Virginia. Extended Fall Hours: 
Tuesday-Saturday, 12-7 p.m., Sun-
day and Monday 12-4 p.m. 
 Call (240) 994-4106, visit: www.
frontroyalwines.com, or email:
 info@frontroyalwines.com. Find 
on FB, Instagram at Front Royal 
Wines.

– carol@areaguides.com

WINE, from 5

The interior at Front Royal Wines is welcoming and fi lled with local and 
international wine, snacks, and various fun merchandise like tea towels 
and dog toys.

to schedule your FREE in-home consultation
CALL BY JUNE 30

BOGO 
40% OFF

Call for details

855-843-5174
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My listings are selling so fast and for much more than sellers expect! Please 
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88 Long Winding Rd.
Front Royal, VA 22630
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Front Royal, VA 22630
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BUILDING, REMODELING 
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Battle of Cedar Creek Reenactment set for October 16-17
Neighboring museum and gift shop have been refurbished to be ready for visitors

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 With just a month before the 
157th Anniversary Reenactment 
of the Battle of Cedar Creek, Op-
erations Manager and Museum 
Curator Ashley Sonntag is excited 
about how much has been accom-
plished at the Cedar Creek Battle-
field Foundation visitor center and 

gift shop across the road from 
Belle Grove Plantation.
 Since she joined in August 
2020, the museum has undergone 
a transformation and is ready for 
visitors who will be attending the 
event.
 “One year ago, the museum 
was a retail space. When I started, 
there was a smaller exhibit, about 
200 square feet, and that was next 

to the library which was in transi-
tion and going upstairs,” she be-
gan. “So, when I started, I finished 
moving the library upstairs, and 
reorganized the whole building, 
as well. Over the winter we devel-
oped the concept of expanding the 
museum to almost 2,000 square 
feet.” 
 Outside, the building was paint-
ed, new shutters were added, and 
old ones redone, and inside the 
bathrooms were renovated and 

new floors put in place. 
 So now there is a brand-new re-
tail space.
 The well-organized and col-
orful gift shop offers the classic 
souvenirs found at historic sites 
like magnets and pins, as well as 
a growing selection of local-made 
items like those from a Middle-
town glass artist and local Vir-
ginia and Front Royal handcrafted 
soaps, lotions and candles.
 The library is full of Civil War 

history books in the research cen-
ter upstairs.
 “We have any book related to 
the war, but primarily Shenandoah 
Valley,” Ashley said, and added 
that, “We have a program that’s go-
ing strong for when people bring in 
books to donate. If it’s a duplicate, 
it’s put out for sale to help raise 
funds for the site and to pass along 
the history and knowledge for the 
younger generation.” 
 She mentioned a father who 
comes in about once a month and 
buys a book to give to his teenaged 
son.
 “Some books are really fantas-
tic that most people don’t know 
about, with information about the 
lives of people, women’s history, 
etc.,” she said. “The books are very 
popular here.”
 When walking into the main 
room, the first room is dedicated 

The gift shop at the headquarters of the CCBF holds a fascinating variety 
of items, many made locally, with profits used for fundraising for the site.

A multitude of articles are available in the Sutler space for use in Civil 
War Reenactments, particularly for the Cedar Creek Battlefield event to 
be held on October 16 and 17 in Middletown.
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to the gift shop and book corner. 
The museum, entered through a 
doorway straight ahead, is divided 
into several areas. These include 
the permanent collection, a move-
able digital media center and the 
Sutler space.
 The Sutler, looking like an old-
time mercantile store, could have 
been transported to the present 
day from the 1860s. Reenactors 
and living historians can purchase 
authentic items here from the Civil 
War period including the staple 
eaten by soldiers known as hard-
tack.
 “Hardtack in the shop is popu-
lar,” says Ashley. “We also have 
things for the reenactments, so if 
people come here and don’t have 
what they need, they can buy or 
stock up on little components so 
the public can see authentic repre-
sentations.”
 She described what the year has 
been like since she began working 
here.

 “We’re really excited to share 
this space and the museum this 
year to kind of feature all the work 
we’ve been doing during this quiet 
period,” she said. “We will also 
have a tent out on the main field 
where people can come and shop 
a little bit. This will be fantastic for 
the reenactment.”
 Ashley enthusiastically shared 
information on every aspect of the 
museum.
 She began by talking about the 
stock in the Sutler shop.
 “Clothing is always an interest-
ing talking point because it’s some-
thing people can relate to. Some of 
the clothes are Virginia made by 
people who specialize in making 
reproduction clothing,” she said.
 Tin items like cookware are 
made by a Virginia tinsmith who 
does period-correct items based 
on the exact measurements. Also, 
there are people who manufacture 
all kinds of authentic things like 
the kind of ink and paper that sol-
diers would have used to write let-

ters to their families. 
 “Other items are made by two 
blacksmiths who can make any-
thing based on the originals,” she 
said. “There are companies that 
manufacture authentic period 
items sourced from all over the 
country. One man makes only the 
caps and kepis.” 
 The foundation hosts living his-
tory and educational school pro-
grams throughout the year, but the 
biggest one is the large-scale Cedar 
Creek Battle Reenactment in Oc-
tober. 
 This May they hosted the first 
family-friendly living history day 
with 12-15 living history reenac-
tors who did hands-on activities 
with kids and their families.
 “Throughout the weekend we 
saw about 500 people from Mary-
land, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, 
and Virginia, who came to visit 
and interact with the reenactors,” 
she said. “It was a big success.”
 Last year the Cedar Creek Battle 
Reenactment was canceled be-
cause of the Covid-19 restrictions, 
but this year it will be held on Oc-
tober 16 and 17.
 “We’re coming back really 
strong, and we’ve already got re-
ally great numbers for the reenact-
ment, and educational programs 
for both days,” Ashley noted.
 In the digital media center area 
of the museum, benches have been 
placed for people to sit and watch 
a film that runs on a 45-minute 
loop on a Smart TV. They can hear 
soldiers’ stories and watch foot-
age from early battlefield reenact-
ments.
 “It really has a great narrative 
with actual quotations from people 
who experienced the battle,” Ash-
ley said and added, “It has been put 
onto a DVD for sale in the shop.” 
 She went on to say that the Ce-
dar Creek reenactment is the larg-
est fundraiser they host every year, 
with all proceeds from registration 
and spectator ticket sales, being 
used for operating costs, land ac-
quisition and preservation proj-
ects.
 The exhibit space will change 
every few years, but some compo-
nents will stay the same, such as 

the “Reverse the Trenches” paint-
ing, and the diorama in the glass 
case that she created with Michael 
Decker showing the earthworks, 
and how the soldiers’ camp was set 
up.
 The permanent exhibits on the 
left side of the large room hold so 
many fascinating war-related arti-
facts as well as items like children’s’ 
toys from the period.
 She noted that new artifacts are 
being donated all the time, the 
bulk from the Cedar Creek Battle-
field. 
 Ashley continued.
 “These are used as a launching 
point for discussion. Also, some 
are early tools, and archeology 

finds from the Native American 
experience,” she said.
 One glass case holds poignant 
reminders of the war, like the Cav-
alry sword wielded by a fighter 
during the Fisher’s Hill Battle, and 
a bible carried by another soldier. 
Other items from that time are 
the ID tags and wedding rings that 
were left behind.
 A map on the wall shows the 
quote from an Ohio veteran which 
says, “Of all the battles I’ve been in, 
Cedar Creek beats them all.”
 Just beyond that is the soldier’s 
shirt, saddle and voting booth set 
up in their own space. The shirt is 
a replica of one worn by a soldier 
at Cedar Creek, and the voting 

HISTORY, from 7

This shirt has been created to be like the one worn by a specific soldier 
who fought in the Cedar Creek Battle.
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booth was used to help get Lin-
coln reelected. This battle was a 
turning point in the war, and when 
the southern army was defeated, it 
caused people to turn out to vote 
for Lincoln.
 “The voting booth is a reminder 
of the ripples after the event,” she 
said.
 One new and exciting audio ex-
hibit is in the middle of the wall 
near the artifacts.
 This was created by this sum-
mer’s CCBF intern Jujuan Johnson 
and is installed with headphones 
to recreate the sounds of battle. He 
overlaid separate audio files, so the 
sounds of rifles being fired, men 
shouting, the chaos with horses 
and bugle calls can be experienced 
as it may have been then. A slide 
show accompanies this with im-
ages just after the battle so people 
can get a visual from some of the 

drawings by the artists and sol-
diers who saw it. 
 “It’s very graphic, but we can 
very easily imagine their feelings,” 
Ashley noted.
 Future events and projects are in 
the works for the Foundation.
 “The community here in Mid-
dletown is very supportive of each 
other, and we’d like our site to work 
closely with it, to collect food, and 
tell some stories with reenactors, 
too. 
 She spoke about renovating the 
Heater House, that sits in the mid-
dle of the field near the museum, 
and which now needs some work. 
The farm had sustained damage 
during the battle. 
 “We will get the history of archi-
tecture and all details of the home,” 
she said. “Mrs. Heater got money 
for fence lines and livestock, but 
the house is still standing.”

 They are also working on rees-
tablishing the membership pro-
gram, a newsletter, and a website.
 “The museum is a living thing-
able to grow and change with new 
information,” she concluded.
 Ashley brings a great deal of ex-
perience with her to this position 

and has been interested in history 
since her childhood. Her family 
made trips to Gettysburg and oth-
er historical spots like Williams-
burg, Va., where museums and 
living historians sparked her inter-
est in the past, and particularly the 
American Civil War. She has also 

participated in reenactments her-
self.
 Ashley is a Gettysburg College 
2019 graduate with a BA in His-
tory and Civil War Era Studies.
 She also:
• has worked as an intern in the 
conservation lab of the Special 
Collections and College Archives 
to restore antique books, docu-
ments, and worked closely with 
the collections.
• as an intern, has presented inter-
pretive and educational programs 
at Harpers Ferry National Histori-
cal Park (NPS).
• has, since graduation, acted as a 
collections and interpretation con-
sultant for various projects while 
finishing her Certification in Mu-
seum Management through the 
Virginia Association of Museums 
(VAM).
• is also pursuing her master’s de-
gree in Museum Studies with an 
additional Certification in Non-
Profit Management. 
 She can be reached at info@ccbf.
us, ashley.sonntag@ccbf.us, or 
(540) 869-2064.
 The Cedar Creek Battlefield 
Foundation Museum and Visi-
tor’s Center is located at 8437 
Valley Pike in Middletown, Va. 
Call  (540) 869-2064 for informa-
tion. It is open Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
Sunday 11a.m. – 4 p.m., and closed 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day. 
 For tickets and registration to 
the 157th Anniversary Reenact-
ment of the Battle of Cedar Creek, 
visit www.ccbf.us. On Saturday, 
October 16, the gates open at 9:00 
a.m. and activities close at 5:00 
p.m. On Sunday, October 17, the 
gates open at 9:00 a.m. and close at 
2:00 p.m.

 carol@areaguides.com

Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation Museum and Visitor’s Center at 8437 
Valley Pike in Middletown, Va., has been refurbished and is ready for folks 
to visit and experience a slice of history.

Operations Manager and Museum Curator Ashley Sonntag of the Cedar 
Creek Battlefield (CCBF) enjoys sharing information about items once 
used in the battle and elsewhere during the Civil War.

540-635-7064
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September Indictments
2021 JULY TERM

Philip Conway Robertson
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Philip 
Conway  Robertson, 42, of the 
1500 block of Blue Mtn. Rd., Front 
Royal, VA 22630, with two counts. 
COUNTS ONE and TWO: In the 
County of Warren, Philip Con-
way Robertson did unlawfully and 
feloniously, knowingly and inten-

tionally possess a controlled  sub-
stance, to-wit: Methamphetamine 
listed in Schedule I or Schedule II 
of the Drug Control Act.  Date of 
the offenses was on or about Feb-
ruary 19, 2021.

Tyrone Baldwin 
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about March 11, 2021 in the 
County of Warren, Tyrone Bald-
win, 35, address unknown, did 

unlawfully and  feloniously forge 
a public record, or a certificate, 
return, or attestation of a public 
officer or public employee, in rela-
tion to a matter wherein such cer-
tificate, return, or attestation was 
received as  legal proof to employ 
as true, such forged record, certifi-
cate, return, or attestation, know-
ing the same to be forged.

James Robert Cabiness
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 

Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about April 17, 2021 in the 
County of Warren, James Robert 
Cabiness, 61, of the 100 block of 
Grimes Golden Rd., Linden, VA 
22642, did unlawfully  and feloni-

ously, knowingly and intentionally 
possess or transport a firearm after 
having been convicted of a felony. 
The prior felony conviction of the 
accused occurred more than ten 
years ago.

INDICTMENTS

With 3 FREE rounds, discounted rates, range discounts and other 
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Mack Matthew Tolbert
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about May 11, 2021 in the 
County of Warren, Mack Mat-
thew Tolbert, 36, of the 2400 block 
of Stonewall St., Strasburg, VA 
22657, did unlawfully  and feloni-
ously, knowingly and intentionally 
possess a controlled substance, to-
wit: Methamphetamine Hydro-
chloride listed in Schedule II of the 
Drug Control Act.

Suzanne Kathleen Burdette
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about March 11, 2021 in the 
County of Warren, Suzanne Kath-
leen Burdette, 51, of the 13100 
block of Melville Ln., Fairfax, VA 
22033, did  unlawfully and feloni-
ously, knowingly and intentionally 
possess a controlled substance, to-
wit: Etizolam listed in Schedule I of 
the Drug Control Act.

Jordan Colin Figgins
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about June 28, 2021 in the 
County of Warren, Jordan Colin 
Figgins, 21, of the 500 block of 
Happy Creek Rd., Front Royal, VA 
22630, did unlawfully  and feloni-
ously wrongfully and fraudulently 
use, dispose of, conceal, or embez-
zle U.S. Currency, having a value of 
$1,000 or more, which he received 
by virtue of his office, trust, or em-
ployment, belonging to Walmart. 

Alicia Dakota Kettermain 
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about June 9, 2021 in the 
County of Warren, Alicia Dakota 
Kettermain, 31, of the 200 block of 
Brunswick Rd., Stephens City, VA 
22655, did  unlawfully and feloni-
ously willfully and intentionally 
make a materially false statement 
on a consent  form required by 

Subsection Box B or C, or on such 
firearm transaction record as may 
be required by federal law in con-
nection with the purchase of a fire-
arm.

Theresa Ann Gill
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about April 5, 2021 through 
April 6, 2021 in the County of War-

ren, Theresa Ann Gill, age and ad-
dress unknown, did unlawfully and 
feloniously take, obtain or with-
hold a credit card or credit card 
number  from the person, posses-
sion, custody, or control of another 
without the cardholder’s consent.

Renee Deanna Shockey
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 

or about January 26, 2021 in the 
County of Warren, Renee Deanna 
Shockey, 32, of the 2100 block of 
First St., Middletown, VA 22645, 
did  unlawfully and feloniously, 
knowingly and intentionally pos-
sess a controlled substance, to-
wit:  Cocaine listed in Schedule II 
of the Drug Control Act.

Shenandoah Senior Living
103 Lee Burke Road

Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-7923

Introducing Our New Memory Care Unit
Please call us today to schedule your in-person tour of our 
beautiful Assisted Living and Memory Care Community. Quality 
healthcare for your loved one at a price you can afford.

Please check us out on Facebook or on our website at:  shenandoahsl.com

enrolling Ages 2 - 
Kindergarten

1600 John Marshall Hwy  ≈  Front Royal, VA 22630  ≈  www.dlcs1.com  ≈  (540) 636-9595

FREE
ESTIMATES!

SAME DAY
SERVICE

803B N. Royal Ave.
Front Royal, VA 22630
www.ddsserviceshvac.com
COMFORT MATTERS

All your cooling and heating needs including service 
and installation of heat pumps, furnaces, boilers, 

ductwork and air quality systems UV lights. 

2nd Opinions Count!  
SAVE THOUSANDS ON  

NEW HVAC SYSTEMS!!!

FREE                                                      
2nd OPINIONS

ON HVAC REPLACEMENT

FREE                                                      

DAVE’S
DIVERSIFIED SERVICES

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
SERVICE &

INSTALLATION

540-636-3396

See INDICTMENTS, 12
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Jeremy Glen Smith 
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about January 26, 2021 in the 
County of Warren,  Jeremy Glen 
Smith, 31, of the 1700 block of 
Kendrick Ford Rd., Front Royal, 
VA 22630, did unlawfully and felo-
niously possess with  the intent to 
distribute a Schedule II controlled 
substance,  to-wit: Fentanyl, this 
being a second or subsequent of-
fense, said prior convictions occur-
ring prior to the date alleged in this 
indictment.

Kolby Jaquan Robinson
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 

Court Grand Jury charges Kolby 
Jaquan  Robinson, 23, address un-
known, with two counts. COUNT 
ONE: In the County of Warren, 
Kolby Jaquan Robinson did unlaw-
fully and feloniously knowingly 
and intentionally possess a con-
trolled substance, to-wit: Fentanyl 
listed in Schedule II of the Drug 
Control Act. COUNT TWO: did 
unlawfully and feloniously forge 
a public record, or a certificate, 
return, or attestation  of a public 
official or employee, in relation 
to a matter in which such certifi-
cate, return or  attestation may be 
received as legal proof or attempt 
to employ as true, such forged 
record,  certificate, return, or at-

testation, knowing the same to be 
forged. Date of the offenses was on 
or about April 6, 2021.

Michael Lloyd Cornell, Jr.
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about June 1, 2021 in the 
County of Warren, Michael Lloyd 
Cornell, Jr., 28, of the 2100 block of 
Refuge Church Rd., Stephens City, 
VA 33655, did unlawfully and felo-
niously being a person having the 
custody of a child under the age 
of eighteen years, willfully or neg-
ligently cause or permit the life of 
such child to be endangered or the 
health of such child to be injured, 
or caused or permitted such child 

to be tormented, beaten, or cruelly 
treated.

Richard Wayne Knuckles 
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about March 3, 2021 
in the County of Warren, Richard 
Wayne Knuckles, age and address 
unknown, did unlawfully and fe-

loniously distribute  a Schedule 
II controlled substance, to-wit: 
Methamphetamine.

 A Grand Jury Indictment is only 
a charge and not evidence of guilt. 
The defendants are entitled to a fair 
trial with the burden on the govern-
ment to prove guilt beyond a rea-
sonable doubt.

$477 When You Schedule by
September 30th

$577
When You Schedule by

October 15th

$677
When You Schedule by

October 31st

Cleaning!
Air Duct

Don’t Forget About An

Cleaning!

Give Our Team a Call Today! 

(540) 217-3429
*Additional systems or oil and boiler systems at regular rate, new customers only, other restrictions may apply, call for details.*

540-551-8312

Don’t Let Your

Furnace
Behind.

FALLFurnaceFurnace
Behind.

FALLFALL

Schedule a
Tune-Up! 

$39When You Schedule by
September 30th

$49
When You Schedule by

October 15th

$59
When You Schedule by

October 31st

540-551-8312

Rocco Christo� 
I am based here in Stephens City and 

o� er many incentives other Realtors do 
not to save buyers and sellers money!

Call me now for your Free 
Home Report and learn the 
bene� ts of working with me!

703-895-7711

10780 Parkridge Blvd, Suite 80
Reston, Virginia 20191

Cell: 703-895-7711
roccochristoff@hotmail.com

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 
(540) 660-3497

MAKE YOUR DREAM KITCHEN 
A REALITY WITH SHELFGENIE

Enjoy up to 50% more space in your kitchen and better access to your most-used 
items with our custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. 
Must purchase 5+ Classic/

Designer Shelves. EXP 9/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

Tues.-Sat. 8–4 (Lobby closed 11am-12 noon for lunch)

540-622-8085
www.ShearElegancePetBoutique.com

918 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal (in front of UPS)

Shear Elegance Pet Boutique
Dogs & Cats Welcome

$10 Nail Trim • Call for Appointment

“We Give Your Pets the Love,
Care & Respect they Deserve”

INDICTMENTS, from 11
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Warren/Frederick County Business Directory
Advertising

Alison Duvall .........................540-551-2072

Attorneys
Douglas Harold .................... 540-869-0040
Georgia Rossiter ....................540-535-2001

Auto Dealers & Service
Malloy Toyota ........................540-678-1791
Matthews Auto Center ............540-636-7567
Marlow Motors .....................540-635-4158
Bill Long’s Auto Care Clinic ..... 540-635-2455

Banks
City National Bank ............... BankAtCity.com

Cabin Rental
Hot Tub Heaven .....................540-636-1694

Computer Sales & Service
Royal Oak Computers .............540-635-7064

Dentists
Thomas Family Dentistry ........ 540-465-3980

Driving Instruction
Aadvanced Driving Instruction ..540-635-9015

Eckankar
Virginia Satsang Society ........... eckankar.org

Electricity Service Providers
Rappahannock Electric Coop ... 800-552-3904

Farmer’s Markets
Woodbine Farm Market ...........540-465-2729

Gifts & Collectibles
Mountain Mystic ....................540-635-6318
On Second Thought ............... 540-465-2655
Dusty’s Country Store ............ 540-522-5083

Golf Courses
Bowling Green Country Club ... 540-635-2024
Shenandoah Valley Golf Club ... 540-636-4653

Guitar Instruction
Phil Zuckerman ..................... 540-514-0788

Gyms / Fitness Instruction
Fitness Evolution .................. 540-636-3400

Handyman Services
BS Build/Remodel/Handyman ... 540-551-2673

Hardware Stores
Ramsey True Value Front Royal .540-635-2547
Ramsey True Value Berryville ...540-955-1900

Hearing Centers
A� ordable Hearing Care ..........540-233-1940

Heating & Air Conditioning
AireServ ............................... 540-551-8312
Dave’s Diversifi ed Services ..... 540-636-3396
Kenny’s Oil Burner Service ...... 540-869-7250

Home Remodeling, Repair, Electrical
Christo�  Construction ..............703-895-7711

Hospitals
Warren Memorial Hospital ...... 540-636-0300
Winchester Medical Center ..... 540-536-8000

Junk Yards
Hillbilly’s Bentonville Junkyard . 540-636-2671

Lawn Care
A&J’s Lawn Care .....................540-816-2174
Conway Lawn Care ................ 540-975-2313
Pacifi c Landscaping ............... 540-313-2721

Mortgages
Greg Lynch - CBM .................. 540-305-9838

Museums
Belle Grove Plantation ........... 540-869-2028

Pets
Shear Elegance .................... 540-622-8085
Spicewood Flats ....................540-635-8979

Real Estate Agents & Brokers
Beth Waller ...........................540-671-6145
Melanie Hamel ...................... 540-671-3369
Tana Ho� man ........................540-671-1994
Ken Thurman ........................ 540-749-2613
Martha Buracker ................... 540-671-6349
Sandra Strickler ....................540-671-0020
Crystal Elliott ........................540-671-5850
Kathy McLendon ....................540-622-7698
Sharon Cales ........................ 540-683-1370
Jennifer Avery ...................... 540-683-0790
Rocco Christo�  .......................703-895-7711
Team Daniels ........................540-683-7550

Roofers
Hamrick’s ............................540-631-0666

Schools
Dynamic Life Christian School . 540-636-9595

Senior Living
Hidden Springs Senior Living ... 540-636-2008
Shenandoah Senior Living .......540-635-7923

Tanning Salons
Beach Bum Front Royal .......... 540-635-6466
Beach Bum Winchester .......... 540-545-8895

Tires
Tony’s Tires ..........................540-551-0922

Advertise Your Business Here
Call or Text Alison Duvall:

540-551-2072

Warren/Frederick County Report Alison Duvall
Sales Manager

P.O. Box 500P.O. Box 500
Front Royal, VA  22630Front Royal, VA  22630

Call/Text: 540-551-2072Call/Text: 540-551-2072
alisond@warrencountyreport.comalisond@warrencountyreport.com

Friday, September 24, 2021: Sun-
ny, with a high near 73. Light south-
west wind.

Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a 
low around 49. Calm wind.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 76. Calm wind.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 51. Calm wind.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 
73.

Sunday Night: Mostly clear, with 
a low around 52.

Monday: Sunny, with a high near 
78.

Monday Night: Mostly clear, with 
a low around 54.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 81.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 57.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 75.

Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 53.

Th ursday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 73.

Ask Stewart

Hi Stewart,
 Halloween is coming up and I was 
wondering about Ghost Forests?

– Caspar

 Ghost Forests are just as scary as 
ghosts in forests. And you probably 
have seen some as you traveled along 
the Atlantic coastline. 
 As sea level rises, more and more 
saltwater encroaches on the land. 
Along the world’s coasts and estuar-
ies, invading seawater advances and 
overtakes the fresh water that decid-
uous trees rely upon for sustenance. 
 Th e salty water slowly poisons liv-
ing trees. A tree takes up nutrients 

through its roots, and when there’s 
too much salt they end up taking a 
lot of salt instead of nutrients. Fur-
ther, seawater adds sulfate into the 
soil, which can become toxic to the 
trees. What’s left behind is a haunted 
ghost forest of dead and dying tim-
ber. Still standing in or near brackish 
water, the decaying trees of a ghost 
forest resemble giant graying pillars 
that protrude into the air. 
 Researchers report that the rapid 
increase in ghost forests represents 
a dramatic visual picture of envi-
ronmental changes along coastal 
plains located at or near sea level. 
In many areas, rising sea levels com-
bine with  land sinking from the last 
ice age, as is currently happening in 
the Chesapeake Bay watershed. With 
land and water constantly shifting, 
woodlands die and are buried in 
open water. Th is is apparent along 
North Carolina’s  maritime forests, 
where only a glimpse of once peace-
ful and verdant groves, now ghost 
forests, remain.
 Happy Halloween!
 Your Pal in the Trees,

– Stewart
Th e Front Royal/Warren County 

Tree Steward program began in 1997 
with volunteers dedicated to improv-
ing the health of trees by providing 
educational programs, tree planting 
and care demonstrations, and tree 
maintenance throughout the com-
munity. Th e group now consists of 
over 30 active members with several 
interns working toward becoming cer-
tifi ed tree stewards from our annual 
“All About Trees Class”. Each month 
Stewart will answer a question from 
our readers. Please forward it to 
“Stewart” in care of: 

frwctreestewards@comcast.net
and we may publish it in a future is-
sue. Please visit our website at:

www.treesfrontroyal.org

ENGLE’S ANGLE:
“New is Old”

by Kevin S. Engle

 My wife and I have talked about 
getting new cell phones for months.
 And I do mean months.
 It’s been more like a year.
 Maybe two.
 Well, she’s the one who’s talked 

about it.  I’ve mostly listened.
 Yeah, I knew we needed new 
phones.
 But they’re not cheap.
 Ours were fi ve years old.
 In phone age, that’s a long time.
 Both were outdated, kind of like 
me.
 And mine was never really a smart 
phone even if was supposed to be.
 Just like some people are more in-
telligent than others, phones are the 
same way.
 Mine was defi nitely on the low end 
of the range.  It didn’t have a real high 
IQ.  Sometimes I couldn’t even get 
text messages.
 Well, after my wife had researched 
new phones until she was sick of do-
ing so, we found ourselves in a Best 
Buy store last month.  We were there 
simply to see and touch the phones 
as well as ask a few questions.
 Guess what?
 When we walked out of the store, 
we were carrying new phones.
 We upgraded, as the telephone 
folks like to say.
 And those shiny new smart 
phones?
 Th ey’re already outdated.
 Just this week, Apple announced 
they’re rolling out their next genera-
tion of iPhones.  Th e 13.
 We haven’t even made the fi rst 
payment on our 12’s, and already 
new is old.
 By the time we fi nish paying for 
them, in two years, well, they’ll prob-
ably be just average phones, not 
smart.

See BRIEFS, 14
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 I don’t know much about phones, 
but I do know that used car prices 
have gone up a lot in the past year.
 Maybe we should sell our five year 
old vehicle to finance that next new 
smart phone purchase two years 
from now?
 But then we’d only have one car.
 I could always use some of the cash 
to pay for an Uber every now and 
then.
 Of course, I’d have to figure out 
how to put the Uber app on my 
phone.
 My phone may be smarter than it 
used to be, but I’m not.
 If you see the author walking along 
the road, he’d appreciate a lift.  Or is 
that Lyft?

– kevinengle456@comcast.net
 The Best of Engle’s Angle is avail-
able online or pick up a signed copy 
at a local bookstore.

Fall Fest Oct. 9 in Middletown

 Northern Shenandoah Valley 
Master Gardener Association 2021 
FallFest is Oct. 9 starting at 10 AM 
until 3 PM at Richard’s Fruit Market 

on Middle Road in Middletown.
 Virginia Cooperative Extension 
Master Gardeners will give educa-
tional talks on varied subjects start-
ing at 10 am. Topics will include 
Putting Your garden to bed, How to 
Save Seeds, Fall is for planting spring 
blooming bulbs and How to propa-
gate woody perennials. There will 
be a talk about spotted lantern fly. 
Dividing perennials will be demon-
strated, and of course, there will be 
root and tuber giveaways for you and 
your garden.
 Live music will entertain you dur-
ing this event by a Jug Band and Dul-
cimer Group.
 There will be information about 
garden tool sharpening and how to 
get ready for winter. You will learn 
how to select the best types of flow-
ers to press and how to use ta flower 
press.. You can even learn about 
pumpkin carving and get to take 
your prized pumpkins home with 
you.
 Bring your children and let them 
learn and enjoy the fall. There will 
be a kid’s event of Leaf identifica-
tion and printing all taught by your 
experienced Master Gardeners. And 
fall can be celebrated around the 
fire pits. Come roast marshmallows 
(with supervision) for big and small 
kids and make s’mores! Several apple 
recipe demonstrations for adults and 
children are also on the schedule. 
 This educational event is directed 
toward helping homeowners tend 

their gardens and grow plants with 
research-based information. And if 
you’ve been thinking about becom-
ing a Master Gardener, there will 
be information and handouts about 
the new Class of 2022 forming. Or 
go to Become a Master Gardener! | 
Northern Shenandoah Valley Master 
Gardener Association (nsvmga.org) . 
All talks, demos, and crafts are FREE 
to the public and open to all ages. A 
schedule of events will be posted on 
our web site and our Facebook page, 
so be sure to check back. 
 And one last activity! Our kind 
hosting site Richard’s Fruit Market is 
willing to provide Farm tours. Look 
for a signup sheet on-site. 
 Established in 1973, the farm is the 
oldest open-air market and is located 
on the Richard family’s fifth gen-
eration farm at 6410 Middle Road, 
Middletown, VA. A pick your own 
zinnias will be open for $8 per jar 
onsite, weather permitting, and the 
fruit stand will be open. Check out 
their website Richard’s Fruit Market 
for their many locally sourced items 
available for purchase. 
 FREE Parking will be available. 
Food will be available for purchase. 
 For updated information go to Fall 
Gardening Education Event | North-
ern Shenandoah Valley Master Gar-
dener Association (nsvmga.org).
 We will follow any Covid-19 pre-
cautions advised at the time of the 
event.

Valley Health announces 
successful transition to new safety 

standard as COVID-19 patient 
census surges

 Valley Health is pleased to an-
nounce that since adding the COV-
ID-19 vaccine to the list of required 
vaccinations for physicians and staff, 
ninety-seven percent of employees 
have chosen to receive the vaccine 
by the September 7 deadline or have 
received an approved exemption. 

“I am extremely proud of our team 
members’ commitment to the safety 
of our patients, fellow caregivers and 
community,” said Mark Nantz, Presi-
dent and CEO of Valley Health.  
 Valley Health was among the first 
health systems in the nation to add 
COVID-19 vaccination to the list 
of required vaccinations for staff. 
Since the announcement, over sixty 
medical associations including the 
American Hospital Association have 
endorsed required vaccination for 
healthcare workers.  
 “While vaccinated individuals can 
still contract COVID, unvaccinated 
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Harness Racing at Shenandoah Downs
September 17 - October 16, 2021

Fridays: Happy Hour Racing from 3:30 - 7:00 PM with $2 Draft Beer & $1 Hot Dogs 
Saturdays: Racing from 1:00 -5:00 PM with special promotions each day

Wagering available on 
every race-win, place, 
show, exacta, trifecta 

& superfectas!

Saturday Promos
Sept. 18 - Commemorative T-Shirt Giveaway (to first 600 fans)
Sept. 25 - Veterans Day - FREE $2 bet & program for veterans 
Oct. 2 - Shenandoah County Chamber Autumnfest Celebration
Oct. 9 - “Pink Power” Breast Cancer Awarenes Day
Oct. 16 - Weiner Dog Derby/Family Day

VHHA “Own a Horse for a Day”
win your share of $12,000!

*Enter in person Sept. 18 & Oct. 2 for 
your chance to win!

*FREE ADMISSION   *FREE PARKING    *FAMILY FRIENDLY
In Woodstock. VA at the Shenandoah County Fairgrounds

shenandoahdowns.com

4-BR, 1-BA Colonial with lots 
of recent upgrades! Gas FP in 
Living Room, Formal Dining 
area, main BR on fi rst level. 
Zoned C-1, close to shopping, 
restaurants, vineyards, breweries, Shenandoah River, hiking trails and much 
more! Covered front porch and updated back deck. 15 E Stonewall Dr.

Weichert Realtors
824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

* *  “I don’t just help � nd you a house,  I � nd you a home”  * *

Downtown
Front Royal!

Kathy McLendon, Realtor
cell 540-622-7698
  kathymclendon2016@gmail.com
VA License #0225227296

$234,900
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individuals are more likely to be 
hospitalized and eleven times more 
likely to die from the virus. With 
the arrival of the more transmissible 
Delta variant in our region, it became 
clear that requiring vaccination was 
the most responsible course of action 
for ensuring the safety of our patients 
and staff,” Nantz noted.  

 “While we celebrate this successful 
transition to our new safety standard, 
there are still concerning develop-
ments with regard to the prevalence 
of COVID-19 in our community. In 
recent weeks, we have seen a dra-
matic spike in COVID cases in our 
region due to the growing presence 
of the highly contagious Delta vari-

ant. The rising COVID patient cen-
sus continues to strain resources at 
our hospitals, physician offices, ur-
gent care centers and other patient 
care locations. And to further under-
score the importance of vaccination, 
we must note that the vast majority 
of the COVID-positive patients in 
our ICU are either unvaccinated or 

have not completed their vaccination 
series,” added Nantz.  
 With hospitalizations at rates not 
seen since last winter and a growing 
number of staff members on quaran-
tine due to exposure, Valley Health 
caregivers are once again on the 
front lines of this pandemic. Dr. Iyad 
Sabbagh, Chief Physician Executive 
at Valley Health, urges community 
members to take the necessary pre-
cautions to stop the spread of CO-
VID-19. “This pandemic is not over 
yet. On behalf of our entire care team 
of physicians, nurses and staff mem-
bers, we are asking the public to take 
the necessary precautions against 
this virus including getting your CO-
VID-19 vaccine as soon as possible, 
and to follow masking, distancing 
and handwashing guidelines. These 
simple actions are imperative for 
limiting the spread of the highly con-
tagious Delta variant and protecting 
our dedicated healthcare workers on 
the front lines,” Sabbagh said.  
 Valley Health reminds the com-
munity that if you are concerned 
about a possible COVID-19 expo-
sure or illness, contact your primary 
care provider or visit an Urgent Care 
center. If you are having a medical 
emergency, please call 911 or visit 
the nearest Emergency Department. 
Please note that an Emergency De-
partment is not the appropriate 
setting for asymptomatic COVID 
testing or return-to-work testing fol-
lowing exposure and/or quarantine.  

 For more information on how to 
obtain a vaccine, visit www.valley-
healthlink.com/vaccine

Serious Crash in Fauquier County

 Virginia State Police Trooper T. 
Ralls is investigating a two-vehicle 
crash in Fauquier County. The crash 
occurred on Tuesday, September 21, 
at 5:41 p.m. at the intersection of 
Route 17 (Winchester Rd) and Route 
245 (Old Tavern Rd).
 A 1995 Saturn SL2 was traveling 
West on Rt. 245 when it stopped at a 
stop sign. As the Saturn attempted to 
cross Rt. 17, it collided with a North-
bound 2004 Volkswagen Jetta. 
 The driver of the Saturn, a 17-year-
old male, of Warrenton, VA, and the 
passenger, a 16-year-old female, suf-
fered life-threatening injuries in the 
crash. They were both transported 
to INOVA Fairfax Hospital for treat-
ment. The male and female were 
wearing seatbelts.
 The driver of the Volkswagen, a 
40-year-old male, of Front Royal, VA, 
suffered minor injuries in the crash 
and was transported to Haymarket 

See BRIEFS, 16

We’re made of much more than steel, brick and glass.
Introducing a new hospital designed for our community.

The new Warren Memorial Hospital. Built around you. 
To find a physician at the new Warren Memorial Hospital,  
visit valleyhealthlink.com or call 833-VHS-DOCS.

From early blueprints through the finishing touches, every detail of the new Warren Memorial Hospital has been considered with our 
patients in mind. With expert care in cardiovascular health, orthopedics, surgical services and medical imaging, every space is built for 
you. Nestled in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley, our new facility provides a serene experience inside and out to help you heal and be well. 

We set out to create a facility with the space and specialty care worthy of the people we serve. Now, we’re pleased to announce we’re 
opening our doors June 23, ready to provide a higher level of service and care to you. We think you’ll love it.

The 157th Anniversary Reenactment ofThe 157th Anniversary Reenactment of

The Battle ofThe Battle of
Cedar CreekCedar Creek

October 16 and 17, 2021October 16 and 17, 2021

Join us for this special weekend as history comes to life!
During this two day event, thousands of reenactors recreate 
the last major battle in the Shenandoah Valley. See cavalry, 
artillery, and infantry soldiers in action and in camp. Battle 
scenarios, music, symposia, and medical, military, and 
civilian demonstrations are scheduled each day.

** Advance Tickets Available Now! **

• Single Day Adult Ticket  $15
• Youth 7-15 Single Day Ticket  $7
• Children 6 and under are free!
• Active Military, Veteran, Senior, and Student
 Discount with Presentation of ID  $7

Saturday: Gates Open at 9:00 AM
Activities Conclude at 5:00 PM
Sunday: Gates Open at 9:00AM
Activities Conclude at 2:00 PM

For a complete schedule of activities please visit www.ccbf.us
� e Annual Battle of Cedar Creek Reenactment is held every year on the third 
weekend of October. Other special living history events are planned throughout the 
year, so please check our website and social media for announcements or updates! 
Museum and Visitor Center Located at 8437 Valley Pike, Middletown, Va. 22645.

The Cedar Creek Battlefi eld Foundation is a 501(c)3 nonprofi t dedicated to the preservation and interpretation of the 1864 Battle of Cedar Creek. All proceeds from this event support this mission.

• WEB:  www.ccbf.us
• EMAIL:  info@ccbf.us
• PHONE:  540-869-2064
•   CedarCreekBattle� eld
•   Cedar Creek Battle� eld Foundation
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Medical Center for treatment. The 
male was wearing a seatbelt.
 The crash remains under investi-
gation.

Fatal Crash Involving Pedestrian 
in Frederick County

 Virginia State Police Senior 
Trooper J. Myers is investigating a 
fatal crash involving a pedestrian 
in Frederick County. The crash oc-
curred September 10, 2021, at 9:50 
p.m. along the 2500 block of Route 
50 (Northwestern Pike).
 A 2014 Kia Rio was traveling west 
on Rt. 50 in the left lane, when a 
pedestrian walked north across the 
travel lane. The Kia was unable to 
avoid striking the pedestrian. The 
pedestrian was thrown into the right 
lane when a 2008 Audi TT that was 
also traveling west struck the pedes-
trian. The pedestrian was wearing 
non-reflective clothing and was not 
in a crosswalk. The Kia and Audi im-
mediately stopped and remained on 
the scene.
 The pedestrian, Joseph M. Javage, 
42, of Winchester, Va., died at the 
scene of the crash as a result of his 
injuries.    
 The driver of the Kia, a 25-year-old 

female, of Round Hill, Va., was not 
injured in the crash. The female was 
wearing a seatbelt.  
 The driver of the Audi, a 48-year-
old female, of Winchester, Va., was 
not injured in the crash. The female 
was wearing a seatbelt.
 The crash remains under investi-
gation.

Four Virginia breeder’s freshmen 
champs return as 3-year-olds to 

Shenandoah Downs 
 
 All four Virginia Breeder’s 2020 
freshmen championship winners 
returned to Shenandoah Downs to 
begin defense of their titles as 3-year-
olds as the Woodstock oval opened 
its sixth season of pari-mutuel har-
ness racing.
 Trotting and pacing $80,000 finals 
will be showcased on October 1 and 
2. 
 John Swart Jr. and Sarah Swart’s 
Pride of Windswept, who had an 
easy time last fall in the 2-Year-Old 
Filly Trot, looks to continue an im-
pressive career. The Charlie De Vie 
filly has won 14 of 16 life starts for 
$169,975 in earnings and in her only 
two blemishes, she finished second. 
The Shaun Callahan trainee domi-
nated all three legs of the recent 
Maryland Sire Stakes including the 
$70,000 finale which she won by 7 
1/2 lengths. Frank Milby will drive 
from the rail. Six other competitors 
will try to squelch her early career 

success streak.
 Pamela Wagner’s Trents A Lock, 
the 2-Year-Old Colt/Gelding Trot 
champ, faces five other foes in the 
$8,000 seventh race prep. The Lock-
keeper gelding bankrolled $82,650 in 
last year’s campaign with five wins in 
nine starts. John Wagner will drive. 
 George & Rose Bonomo’s Caviart 
Skipper heads a full field of eight. The 
aptly named son of Betting Line cov-
ered last year’s title winning drive in 
1:57 3/5 and is less than five weeks 

removed from a 1:55 2/5 winning 
effort at Monticello. The Mark Ford 
trainee will be driven by Tyler She-
han.
 Pamela Wagner’s formidable Mad-
isonsallin is 6-for-11 this year with 
earnings of $88,857 and headlines a 
five-horse field in the $8,000 3-Year-
Old Filly Pace. The daughter of 
Rusty’s All In has a season’s mark of 
1:53 1/5 and is one of three Wagner 
owned entrants in the non-betting 
event closed out Saturday’s 12-race 

program. She also has Kelsey For 
Real and K J Katherine. 
 Horsemen participating in the 
2021 meet in Woodstock will enjoy 
purse increases and bonus incentives 
courtesy of the new Historical Horse 
Racing (HHR) revenue stream. 
 Overnight purses have been 
raised 50% over 2020 levels. Purses 
for Breeder’s Fund two and three-
year-old championship races have 
doubled, from $40,000 to $80,000. 
Aged event finals will go for $20,000. 
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All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Licensed & Insured  •  Free Estimates

* Serving Front Royal for 25 years! *

(540) 222-0521
(540) 631-0666

HamricksRoofi ng@gmail.com

Hamrick’s
Sudoku!

 Like puzzles? Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This mind-bending 
puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, 
so sharpen your pencil and put 
your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

 Sudoku puzzles are formatted 
as a 9x9 grid, broken down 
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle! (Answer in back.)

Mountain MysticMountain Mystic

215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318

Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry, chimes, 
rock and mineral specimens, books, Tarot & Oracle cards, greeting 
cards, journals, tapestries, candles, incense, fragrance and essential oils, 
stickers, and so many more one of a kind items!

Open Thur. – Monday 12-5

Trading CompanyTrading Company

As this pandemic continues on, many have come 
to lean on their pets more than ever. Spay Today 
is our area’s non-profit, reduced-priced spay 
and neuter program. (Office: Charles Town, WV) 
CHOOSE from MANY vets over a WIDE area! At the 
time of surgery, initial shots and tests can also be 
obtained at lower rates.

Contact Spay Today: 
www.spay-today.org 
or call 304-728-8330
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ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
 Attention to detail is very impor-
tant this week, Aries. Be sure not to 
lose your focus as things you do will 
be highly scrutinized by others. Ask a 
third party to check your work.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
 Give others room to breathe and 
respect how they’re feeling in certain 
situations, Taurus. Just because you 
feel comfortable doesn’t mean others 
will as well. 
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
 Gemini, reminisce about those peo-
ple with whom you had strong con-
nections. If you lost touch, this can be 
a great time to rekindle relationships 
and move forward.  
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
 Feel out the crowd and make adjust-
ments to the way you interact with 
others based on the vibe you’re get-
ting, Cancer. If people are outgoing 
and boisterous, follow suit.
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
 Maintain a positive outlook in re-
gard everything you encounter this 
week, Leo. A positive perspective can 
make all the diff erence when a lot is on 
your plate.
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
 Virgo, a quest to discover something 
new about yourself could prove fruit-
ful. Take an introspective approach to 
the next few days and be ready to learn 
something new.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
 Th is could be an extremely creative 
week for you, Libra. Aff ord time for 
artsy pursuits and you may be sur-
prised at what you can create. You may 
discover a new passion.
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
 Scorpio, you’re not typically one 
who excels with last-minute details. 
Th erefore, start planning on an up-
coming event and make sure you have 
all of your ducks in a row.
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
 Listen to your emotions, Sagittarius. 
While you tend to deal with situations 
by acting rationally, this time around 
you may have to go with your gut and 
your heart.
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
 Th is is a week to sit back and slow 
down. Channel summer vibes even if 
it’s not quite summer any longer, Cap-
ricorn. If you didn’t have a chance to 
get away, do so this week.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
 Your nurturing instincts are on 
alert, Aquarius. Th is is an excellent 
time to tell someone you care about 
that you’re always available for him or 
her. Reach out soon.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
 Good times are ahead, Pisces. Keep 
an open mind and embrace any oppor-
tunity to do something good for oth-
ers.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

SEPTEMBER 19
 Trisha Yearwood, Singer (57)
SEPTEMBER 20
 Jon Bernthal, Actor (45)
SEPTEMBER 21
 Jason Derulo, Singer (32)
SEPTEMBER 22
 Andrea Bocelli, Singer (63)
SEPTEMBER 23
 Anthony Mackie, Actor (43)
SEPTEMBER 24
 Ben Platt, Actor/Singer (28)
SEPTEMBER 25
 Donald Glover, Actor (38)

In addition, horses that are 100% 
owned by a Virginia resident will 
get a 50% bonus on overnight races, 
and drivers/trainers that are Virginia 
residents will get a 50% bonus on 
overnights. Condition sheets that re-
fl ect the updated purse levels are at 
shenandoahdowns.com.
 Th e fi ve-week season will continue 
through October 16 with racing ev-
ery Friday at 3:30 PM and Saturday at 
1:00 PM. Meet details are at:

shenandoahdowns.com

Awareness 2 Action Season 2 

 Prevention and Wellness Services 
at Northwestern Community Ser-
vices Board is excited to announce 
the second season of its podcast 

Awareness 2 Action, which aims to 
promote wellness and resilience in 
the Shenandoah Valley through con-
versation. 
 Awareness 2 Action seeks to in-
form and inspire our community 
through highlighting personal sto-
ries of resilience, hope, and the work 
of individuals making a diff erence in 
their communities. Season one guest 
Angie Burleson, Founder/Execu-
tive Director of Arizona Recovers, 
described the process of awareness 
to action as “...being open to always 
learning something new and under-
standing how that may not just aff ect 
you but it may aff ect others...”. Th ese 
thoughtful discussions are moder-
ated by our host Casey Dwyer, who is 
a Prevention Support Specialist and 
Licensed Counselor. 
 Other guests from season one 
have included Miss America Camille 
Schrier, local Peer Recovery Special-
ist Jimeca Iyomere, and Keith Cart-
wright, Behavioral Health Wellness 
Consultant at Virginia Department 
of Behavioral Health and Develop-

mental Services. 
 Season two will kick off  with an 
interview with Susan Betcher, a Page 
County resident who has 30 years of 
experience working with local youth. 
Other guests this season will include 
Tina Stevens-Culbreath and Rod-
ney Culbreath, who are founders of 
the Just Me Movement; a nonprofi t 
mentorship program that promotes 
diversity, inclusion and helps young 
people develop the skills to over-
come adversity. 
 Episode 1 is now available on all 
major podcast platforms: Podbean, 
YouTube, Google Podcasts, Spotify, 
iHeartRadio and Amazon Music.
 Th e mission of Prevention and 
Wellness Services at Northwestern 
Community Service Board is to pre-
vent substance misuse, suicide, and 
to bring awareness to these issues 
through a trauma informed lens in 
the Lord Fairfax Planning District. 
Th e Department utilizes evidence-
based programs, practices and strat-
egies targeting concerns identifi ed 
by needs assessments and using the 

Strategic Prevention Framework 
as its guide. An emphasis is placed 
on community collaboration and 
mobilization, enabling groups to be 
brought together for the benefi t of 
the community. For more informa-
tion go to www.nwcsb.com/preven-
tion or contact Shannon Urum at 
shannon.urum@nwcsb.com. Follow 
us on Facebook, Twitter and on Ins-
tagram @LordFairfaxYRA to stay up 
to date with the latest from Aware-
ness2Action.

Friends Of Samuels Library 
Annual Book Sale begins Oct. 1

 Th e Friends of Samuels Library 
(FOSL) will host its popular An-
nual Fall Book Sale Friday, October 
1st and Saturday, October 2nd from 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., and Mon-
day, October 4th from 10:00 a.m. 
-3:00 p.m. at Samuels Public Library, 
330 East Criser Road, Front Royal. 
Homemade baked-goods will also be 

See BRIEFS, 18

SEE YOUR COOPERATIVE
IN A NEW LIGHT

Your cooperative is sharpening its focus on serving 
you and the community. From even more reliable, 
affordable power, to a clear vision for broadband in the 
area, REC and members have a very bright future.

Take a fresh look and see your cooperative in a whole 
new light.

RELIABLE • AFFORDABLE • FOCUSED ON YOU

RAPPAHANNOCK
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Discover the Magic of 
the Shenandoah Valley

Hope.  Happiness.  Home.

Jen Avery, REALTOR ®

BPOR, CNE, e-PRO, SRS
CRUM REALTY, INC
318 S Loudoun St. 

Winchester VA 22601
C: 540.683.0790
O: 540.662.0400

jenaveryrealtor@gmail.com 
JenAveryRealtor.com
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available Friday and Saturday. 
 The book sale boasts a variety of 
more than 4,000 books and DVDs 
ranging in price from $.50 - $3.00. 
The final day of the sale, Monday, 
October 4th will feature a special 
Name-Your-Own-Price Day. To pro-
tect our Book Sale volunteers, face 
coverings are strongly encouraged at 
this event. 
 “We are so grateful to FOSL for 
both the significant volunteer and 

financial assistance they provide to 
support exceptional programming 
and services at our local library,” said 
Michelle Ross, Director of Samuels 
Public Library. “The Annual Book 
Sale, organized and staffed by our 
dedicated friends group brings in 
thousands of dollars each year to 
support Samuels Library, and also 
helps encourage literacy and educa-
tion with excellent book titles and 
media available at incredible prices 
for people to take home and share.” 

 FOSL was established in 1994 and 
over the years has raised more than 
$100,000 to support library pro-
grams. Currently, FOSL boasts more 
than 200 members who contribute 
annually to support Samuels Library, 
and nearly 30 of these members ac-
tively volunteer their time, sponsor-
ing informative programs and par-
ticipating in fundraising efforts that 
include operating Epilogue, a used-
book store, Samuels Library’s annual 
fundraiser, A Taste for Books, and 

hosting the annual used book sale. 
 “Our FOSL members are passion-
ate about supporting an outstand-
ing library in Front Royal and War-
ren County,” said Lori Girard, FOSL 
President. “We encourage everyone 
to join us at our Annual Book Sale. 
Pick up a great book at a great deal 
and learn a little more about all the 
wonderful and free resources at your 
community library.”
 A special FOSL Member Only 
Book Sale Preview Event will be held 
on Thursday, September 30th from 
5:00 – 8:00 p.m. Those interested in 

becoming FOSL Members can regis-
ter as members that evening and gain 
access to the preview event. 
 Find out more about the benefits 
of FOSL membership. 
 Samuels Public Library brings 
people, information and ideas to-
gether to enrich lives and build com-
munity. A 501(c)(3) organization, 
last year the library added more 
than 10,000 new books, media and 
digital resources including Laptops 
and Hotspots for lending, checked 
out nearly 350,000 books, electronic 
and digital services and answered 

CLUES ACROSS
 1. One of the four Vedas
 5. Part of (abbr.)
 8. At the peak
12. African antelope
14. Expression of satisfaction
15. Yankees’ ace
16. Belittled
18. A baglike structure 
19. Utah Jazz coach Snyder
20. Actress Tomei
21. Explosive
22. Formal for “on”
23. Cruelties
26. Country singer Brad
30. Make very happy
31. Binary compound of hydrogen with a 
metal
32. Albanian currency
33. Subatomic particle
34. Type of salt
39. 007’s creator
42. Emerging
44. Railroad flare
46. Observed
47. Capable of reproduction
49. Indicates adjacent to
50. Legendary Notre Dame coach
51. Not wide
56. An embarrassing mistake
57. Pearl Jam’s debut album
58. Denotes passerine birds
59. Stumble
60. Midway between east and southeast
61. W. Indian trees
62. You
63. Pigpen
64. Be aware of

CLUES DOWN
 1. Crease
 2. “Honey” actress Jessica
 3. Broad volcanic crater
 4. Product safety watchdog
 5. Southern Colombian city
 6. Part of a church
 7. Perceptible by touch
 8. Pronounce not guilty of criminal charg-
es
 9. Hairpiece
10. Variety acts
11. “Mystic River” actor Sean
13. Remove salt
17. Went out with
24. Type of bread
25. Popular Eagles song
26. Philosophy degree
27. Yes vote
28. Passports and licenses are two
29. No seats available
35. Pounds per square inch
36. A way to launch an attack on
37. The lowest cardinal number
38. Popular Miller beer
40. Pokes holes in
41. Closest to
42. Folk singer DiFranco
43. Rivne’s former name
44. Flat ruler
45. Lacking the means to do something
47. Cockatoo
48. Dred Scott decision deliverer
49. Explosion exclamation
52. Canadian flyers
53. Houston university
54. At some prior time
55. Red, swollen mark
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Affordable
Hearing Care

You wanted an affordable hearing aid.
We heard you loud and clear!

Tom Demski  has been in the hearing business for over 30 years. He’s a Licensed Board 
Certified Hearing Instrument Specialist, lives in Shenandoah County, and he truly 

cares about helping people hear better at prices they can afford.

We make hearing aids affordable...because we care!

Woodstock Office: 158 Main St ~ Mon, Wed,Fri/ 9am - 4:30pm
Front Royal Office: 123 E 6th St ~ Tues & Thurs/9-4:30

Easy payment plans 
Free cleanings & checkups
Loss or damage coverage available. 
Ask us for details!

Full service: also providing service on all makes and 
models of hearing aids available in the US and abroad, 
with few  exceptions. No matter the brand hearing aid 
you have, check with Tom for service and updates.

Featuring Itocon, a world-leading hearing aid manufactured in the USA, known to be 
one of the most respected in the industry.

Come in to learn about the latest digital hearing aids, and take advantage of your
Free 45-day trial period!    Schedule your Free Hearing Evaluation!

540-233-1940
FREE 45-day tr

ial period! FREE Hearing 
Evaluation
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13,433 questions while continuing 
to provide essential computer access, 
wireless service and public meeting 
spaces for the community. To learn 
more, visit www.samuelslibrary.net 
or by calling (540) 635-3153.

Upcoming Parks and Recreation 
Programs

Youth Basketball League: Reg-
istration will be held September 27, 
2021 through October 22, 2021. Th is 
program emphasizes fundamen-
tal teamwork, sportsmanship, and 
positive participation with the goal 
of providing a fun and rewarding 
youth basketball experience where 
young players can create a bond with 
the game while also learning what it 

takes to be successful away from the 
court. Games will begin Saturday, 
December 4, 2021 and will be held 
at the Warren County Health and 
Human Services Complex, located 
at 465 W. 15th Street, Front Royal, 
Virginia 22630 and Ressie Jeff ries 
Elementary School, located at 320 
E. Criser Road, Front Royal, Virginia 
22630. Practices will be held twice 
a week, including Saturdays, until 
games start and then once a week 
when games begin. Practices are 
held at various locations. Draft will 
be held Saturday, October 30, 2021. 
Th is program is for boys and girls, 
ages 7 to 14 years as of December 1, 
2021; age verifi cation is necessary to 
register for this activity. Th e cost is 
$70.00 per participant. Please note 
that all practice locations and times 
will vary and are subject to change 
due to gym availability. 

Karate Program: Th is program 
will encompass the usual stances, 
kicking, punching techniques, 
stretching, weight lifting (2 to 4 

lbs.), and an overall history and re-
view of martial arts. Sensei Drago 
emphasizes the attitude of working 
with each other, not at each other. 
Th e program is held on Saturdays, 
October through December 2021, at 
the Front Royal Karate Club, 7 Kidd 
Lane, Front Royal, Virginia 22630, 
from 12:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. for those 
ages 5 to 16. Th e cost of the program 
is $120.00 per participant for ten (10) 
consecutive classes. Th is program is 
ongoing and starts the fi rst week you 

register. 
Little Art School: Join the War-

ren County Parks and Recreation 
Department for this fun fi lled art 
class taught by Dottie Krob. Children 
in this program will learn diff erent 
art mediums and techniques that 
will help open up their minds to the 
creativity and beauty around them. 
Let your child build artistic knowl-
edge together with the confi dence 
to transform what they imagine into 
a masterpiece of their own making. 

Classes will be held on Saturdays, 
October 2, 2021 through October 23, 
2021 from 10:00 a.m. – 
12:00 p.m. at the Warren County 
Community Center, located at 538 
Villa Avenue, Front Royal, Virginia 
22630. Th is class is for children 8 – 
12 years of age. Cost is $40.00 per 
participant. Minimum participants 
needed for this class is two (2); maxi-
mum participants is six (6). Registra-
tion deadline for this class is Sep-
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Warren County High School Class of 1951

The Warren County High School class of 1951 celebrated their 70th reunion Sept. 11 at Element Restau-
rant in Front Royal.  Attending, left, front row, John Guy, Maynard Williams; (back row) Eddie Morrison, Bill 
Trenary, Connie Toothman Rudicille, Dean Morrison, Louise Fadely Eason and Bob Cullers, wearing his ’51 
Wildcats baseball hat. Courtesy of Robert Cullers.

www.thomasfamilydentistry.com
33820 Old Valley Pike (Rt. 11) • Strasburg, VA 22657

All Phases of Dentistry Including:
• Cleanings And Exams • Invisalign

• Orthodontics • Extractions
• Partials And Dentures • Implants

Patient Friendly 
Payment Plans 

Available

Thomas Family Dentistry, PC

Dr. Stephen J. Thomas DDS
Dr. Kenneth J. Thomas DDS

Thomas Family Dentistry, PC

GREAT
LOCATION!
Less than 1 mile 

from I-81

General Dentistry & Orthodontics

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

540-465-3980
HOURS:

Mon. – Thurs. 7am – 5pm
Fri. 7am – 1pm

“Serving the Valley with High-tech 
Dentistry and Old-Fashioned Service”

Georgia Rossiter
Attorney At Law

117 W Boscawen St.  Suite 4  Winchester
Phone (540) 535-2001 • Fax (540) 535-2210

Concentrating in Family Law & Equine Law
Divorce   •   Child Custody   •   Support

Tana Ho� man, REALTOR ®
Sager Real Estate
111 East King St.

Strasburg, VA 22657
Licensed in Virginia

540-671-1994540-671-1994

TanaHo� man.comTanaHo� man.com

Thinking of selling your house?
I can help you from start to 
fi nish!! Contact me today!
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 A grilled cheese sandwich is a simple plea-
sure enjoyed by children and adults alike. 
Knowing how to create a delicious grilled 
cheese sandwich is a handy skill. Even though 
the sandwich may seem simple, there are some 
tricks to the trade to achieve a golden, crispy-
on-the-outside, gooey-on-the-inside finished 
product. 

Start with homemade bread

 Fresh, homemade bread can be custom-
ized so that you get the desired results in each 
slice. A bread that is sturdy enough to slice and 
close-grained enough that the cheese doesn’t 
leak through should be the goal. While there 
are many homemade recipes available, this 
“Honey-Oat Pain de Mie,” courtesy of King 
Arthur Baking, yields an ultra-thin crust and 
slices easily.

Honey-Oat Pain de Mie
Yields one loaf

3 cups King Arthur Unbleached 
 All-Purpose Flour
21⁄4 teaspoons instant yeast
1 cup old-fashioned rolled oats
11⁄2 teaspoons salt
4 tablespoons melted butter
3 tablespoons honey
1 cup to 1 cup + 2 tablespoons lukewarm
 water*
 (*Use the smaller amount in the summer, or 
in a humid climate; use the larger amount in 
winter, or in a drier climate.)

1. Weigh your flour; or measure it by gently 
spooning it into a cup, then sweeping off any 
excess. Combine all of the ingredients and 

mix until cohesive. Cover the bowl, and let 
the dough rest for 20 minutes, to give the oats 
a chance to absorb some of the liquid. Then 
knead — by hand, stand mixer, or bread ma-
chine — to make a smooth, soft, elastic dough.
2. Place the dough in a lightly greased bowl, or 
in an 8-cup measure (so you can track progress 
as it rises), and let it rise for 1 to 11⁄2 hours, 
until it’s risen noticeably. It won’t necessarily 
double in bulk.
3. Gently deflate the dough, and shape it into 
a 9-inch log. Place the log in a lightly greased 
9-inch pain de mie (pullman) pan, pressing it 
gently to flatten.
4. Place the lid on the pan (or cover with plastic 
wrap, for a better view), and let the dough rise 
until it’s about 1 inch below the top of the pan/
lid, 60 to 90 minutes. Towards the end of the 
rising time, preheat the oven to 350 F.
5. Remove the plastic (if you’ve used it), slide 
the pan’s lid completely closed, and bake the 
bread for 30 minutes.
6. Remove the lid, and bake for an additional 5 
minutes, or until an instant-read thermometer 
inserted into the center registers at least 190 F.
7. Remove the bread from the oven, and turn it 
out of the pan onto a rack. Run a stick of but-
ter over the top, if desired; this will yield a soft, 
buttery crust. Cool completely before cutting; 
wrap airtight and store for several days at room 
temperature.

Test your cheese

 Check to see how well your cheese melts by 
putting a piece of it in the microwave for 10 
seconds. Cheese that melts quickly will need to 
be cooked on medium to high heat for grilled 
cheese so the bread toasts and cheese melts. 
A cheese that is slow to melt will need to be 
cooked on low and longer for the perfect re-
sults. American cheese often is a popular 
choice because of the way it melts. 

Switch up your spread

 Butter is often the go-to to get that crispy 
outer bite on grilled cheese. However, mayon-
naise spreads easily and browns very well. It 
also may add a depth of flavor that differs from 
butter.

Resist the urge to “squish”

 Think twice about pressing down on the 
product during cooking. Otherwise you’ll end 
up with a flat, mushy grilled cheese sandwich 
and the cheese may run out of the sides unnec-
essarily.
 Grilled cheese is a classic, simple recipe that’s 
made even better when prepared with the right 
technique.

Master the art of making grilled cheese tember 29, 2021; pre-registration is 
required.
 Cribbage Club: Players will enjoy 
several hands of Cribbage against 
skilled opponents. This club meets 
on Mondays, October 4, 2021 
through October 25, 2021 from 10:30 
a.m. – 
1:00 p.m. at the Warren County 
Health and Human Services Com-
plex Band Room, located at 465 W. 
15th  Street, Front Royal, Virginia 
22630. The cost for the club is $8.00 
per month pre-pay or $3.00 per day 
drop in at the door.
 Mah Jongg “Players Club”: Play-
ers will enjoy several hands of Mah 
Jongg against skilled opponents. This 
club meets on Tuesdays, October 5, 
2021 through October 26, 2021 from 
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at the War-
ren County Health and Human Ser-
vices Complex Band Room, located 
at 465 W. 15th Street, Front Royal, 
Virginia 22630. The cost for the club 
is $8.00 per month pre-pay or $3.00 
per day drop in at the door. Players 
must bring their own league card. 
For more information about the Mah 
Jongg “Players Club”, please contact 
Deb Jones at (540) 252-4252.
 Square Dance Lessons: These 
classes are co-sponsored by the Riv-
ermont Rambler Square Dancers and 
will be held on Tuesdays, October 
5, 2021 through May 31, 2022 from 
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. at the Raymond 

E. Santmyers (RES) Youth Center, 
located at 200 East 8th Street, Front 
Royal, Virginia, 22630. First two les-
sons are FREE, then just $5.00 per 
class. For more information or to 
register, contact Nick Capozio at 
(540) 636-2323. 
 Tiny Tykes Basketball League: 
Registration will be held October 4, 
2021 through November 19, 2021. 
This program emphasizes learning 
basic skills, fundamental teamwork, 
sportsmanship, and positive partici-
pation with the goal of providing a 
fun and rewarding tiny tykes basket-
ball experience. The young players 
will begin to develop a bond and love 
for the game while also learning what 
it takes to be successful off the court. 
The Tiny Tykes Basketball League 
practices will be held on Sundays be-
ginning December 5, 2021 at Ressie 
Jeffries Elementary School, located 
at 320 E. Criser Road, Front Royal, 
Virginia 22630. Games are scheduled 
to begin on Sunday, January 16, 2022 
and will also be held at Ressie Jeffries 
Elementary School. This league is for 
boys and girls, 5 and 6 years old as of 
December 1, 2021; age verification is 
necessary to register for this activity. 
The cost is $45.00 per participant.
 Hooks and Needles: The Warren 
County Parks and Recreation De-
partment will be holding Hooks and 
Needles crafting classes for those in-
terested on Wednesdays, October 6, 
2021 through October 27, 2021 from 
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. at the Warren 
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NACION

AL

FREDERICK COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
CL EAR BROOK, VIRGINIA

A RENAISSANCE FAIRE FOR ALL

OCTOBER

26-27

2019

10:00 AM

7:00 PM

RAV E NWOOD F A I R E . U S

Contact email: raven@ravenwoodfaire.us or cell: 540-999-1178
Ravenwood Foundation, Inc. - Copyright 2019

Pre-Sale Tickets: $12 (1-Day) $18 (2-Day)
$15 Day of Event

Children 12 and under free

Email: raven@ravenwoodfaire.us • Cell: 540-999-1178
© 2021 Ravenwood Foundation Inc.

Medieval/Renaissance Fair
October 15-17, 2021

Frederick County Fairgrounds • Clearbrook, Virginia
TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT ravenwoodfaire.us

Adults Age 16 and Over:  $20 (1 Day) $38 (3 Days)
Children Age 7-15:  $15 (1 Day) $20 (3 Days)

Children Age 0-6 FREE
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County Community Center, located 
at 538 Villa Avenue, Front Royal, Vir-
ginia 22630. Th is class is open to any-
one 55 years of age and older. Hooks 
and Needles is a crafting class that 
will focus on three (3) styles of knit-
ting and crocheting: Basic Knit, Basic 
Crochet, and Tunisian Crochet. Th e 
last day of class will be a refresher 
day for all the previously taught skills 
and basic pattern working. Each par-
ticipant will be provided with all the 
tools and yarn needed for learning 
the basics during this class. Th e cost 
for the class is $20.00 per participant, 
and the class is limited to 5 partici-
pants. Pre-registration is required; 
registration deadline is October 1, 
2021. COVID-19 capacity and guide-
lines will be followed. 

Basic Pistol Shooting Class:
Th e Warren County Parks and Rec-
reation Department and Defen-
sive Firearms of Virginia, LLC will 
be holding a Basic Pistol Shooting 

Class for those interested on Satur-
day, October 16, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. at the Warren County 
Community Center, located at 538 
Villa Avenue, Front Royal, Virginia 
22630. Th is class is open to anyone 
10 years of age and older; those un-
der 18 must be accompanied by an 
adult. Th is class deals with the basic 
knowledge, skill, and attitude neces-
sary for owning and using a fi rearm 
safely. Th rough this class, the student 
will learn about: Firearm parts and 
operation, Ammunition, Gun safety, 
Virginia laws regarding fi rearms, 
Shooting fundamentals. Th is class 
satisfi es all requirements for Virginia 
Concealed Carry Permit. Th e cost 
for the class is $75.00 per participant, 
and the class is limited to 12 partici-
pants; pre-registration is required. 
Registration deadline is October 14, 
2021. For more information about 
this class, please contact Rex King at 
DFV357@yahoo.com.

Little Movers: Little Movers is 
a fun-fi lled 30 minute class once a 
week created to get your little mover, 
moving! Th is class has a loose struc-
ture of learning basic ballet move-
ments, playing movement games, 
and getting that energy out all while 
making new friends! Participants 
will need to be able to follow along 
as best they can for their age group, 
and parents will need to be present 
throughout the course. Th is class 
will be held on Tuesdays, October 
26, 2021 through November 30, 
2021 from 6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. at 
the Warren County Health and Hu-
man Services Complex Band Room, 
located at 465 W. 15th Street, Front 
Royal, Virginia 22630. Participants 
must be 2½ to 4 years of age. Mini-
mum of four (4) participants needed 
to hold the class, with a maximum 
of twelve (12) participants. Th e cost 
of the class per session is $35.00 per 
participant. Registration deadline is 

Friday, October 22, 2021. For more 
information regarding class instruc-
tion, please email zumba.lizi@gmail.
com.

Ballet: Th is class is a wonderful 
way for a child to experience the ba-
sics of ballet without a yearlong com-
mitment. Participants will learn the 
basic structure of ballet along with 
building block movements that are 
the cornerstone of every dancer’s 
vocabulary. Th ere is no performance 
with such a short class period, but 
students will share a short combina-
tion at the end of the session. Th is 
class will be held on Tuesdays from 
October 26, 2021 through November 
30, 2021, from 6:35 p.m. - 7:20 p.m. at 
the Warren County Health and Hu-
man Services Complex Band Room, 
located at 465 W. 15th Street, Front 
Royal, Virginia 22630. Participants 
must be 5 to 9 years of age.  Mini-
mum of four (4) participants needed 
to hold the class, with a maximum 
of twelve (12) participants. Th e cost 
of the class is $55.00 per participant. 
Registration deadline is October 24, 
2021. For more information regard-
ing class instruction, please email 
zumba.lizi@gmail.com.

Dance Fitness: Th is class is for 
all fi tness levels looking to have fun 
while dancing to a variety of mu-
sic ranging from hip-hop to swing 
and salsa. Th is class will be held on 
Tuesdays, October 26, 2021 through 
November 30, 2021, from 7:30 p.m. 
-    8:30 p.m. at the Warren County 
Health and Human Services Com-
plex Band Room, located at 465 W. 
15th Street, Front Royal, Virginia 
22630. Participants must be 13 years 
of age or older, anyone under the 
age of 18 needs to be accompanied 
by an adult, and dancers of all skill 
levels are welcome. Minimum of 
four (4) participants needed to hold 
the class, with a maximum of twelve 

(12) participants. Th e cost is $40.00. 
Registration deadline is October 22, 
2021. For more information regard-
ing class instruction, please email 
zumba.lizi@gmail.com.

Little Movers: Little Movers is 
a fun-fi lled 30 minute class once a 
week created to get your little mover, 
moving! Th is class has a loose struc-
ture of learning basic ballet move-
ments, playing movement games, 
and getting that energy out all while 
making new friends! Participants 
will need to be able to follow along 
as best they can for their age group, 
and parents will need to be present 
throughout the course. Th is class will 
be held on Wednesdays, October 27, 
2021 through December 8, 2021 (no 
class on November 10, 2021) from 
6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. at the Warren 
County Health and Human Services 
Complex Band Room, located at 465 
W. 15th Street, Front Royal, Virginia 
22630. Participants must be 2½ to 
4 years of age. Minimum of four (4) 
participants needed to hold the class, 
with a maximum of twelve (12) par-
ticipants. Th e cost of the class per 
session is $35.00 per participant. 
Registration deadline is Monday, Oc-
tober 25, 2021. For more information 
regarding class instruction, please 
email zumba.lizi@gmail.com.

Hip Hop for Kids: Th e class is de-
signed to teach kids basic movement 
skills in a jazz and hip-hop class and 
have a lot of giggles while they learn! 
Th is class is perfect for someone who 
is not sure if they want to commit 
to a full year format in a traditional 
studio setting, but still want to dance! 
Th ere is no performance with such a 
short class period, but students will 
share a short combination at the con-
clusion of the session. Th is class will 
be held on Wednesdays, October 27, 
2021 through December 8, 2021 (no 
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Sing HU and discover:Sing HU and discover:
A key to open your heart, andA key to open your heart, and

Experiences of peace 
A key to open your heart, andA key to open your heart, and

Experiences of peace Experiences of peace and calm

www.eckankar.org -or- www.thesoundofsoul.org

Virginia Satsang Society, Inc., a Chartered Affiliate of Eckankar

EckankarEckankar Presents Presents -

email: mainstreetclassicsLLC@hotmail.com    •   540-508 -0331

Antiques, Collectibles, Furniture and Home Goods

Lots of affordable items available 
32 vendors - about 6,000 sq ft!

SPECIAL SALES EACH WEEK

5441 Main Street • Stephens City VA  Like us on 
Facebook!

NOW OPEN
Thursday thru Monday , 10-5 

M
AIN

STREET CLASSICS

COLLECTIBLES & VINTA
GE

Interested in being a vendor?  
We have space available!

We have street parking available 
and more available around back 
We have street parking available 
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class on November 10, 2021) from 
6:35 p.m. - 7:20 p.m. at the Warren 
County Health and Human Services 
Complex Band Room, located at 465 
W. 15th Street, Front Royal, Virginia 
22630. Participants must be 6 to 10 
years of age.  Minimum of four (4) 
participants needed to hold the class, 
with a maximum of twelve (12) par-
ticipants. Th e cost of the class per 
session is $55.00 per participant. 
Registration deadline is October 25, 
2021. For more information regard-
ing class instruction, please email 
zumba.lizi@gmail.com. 

Dance Fitness: Th is class is for 
all fi tness levels looking to have fun 
while dancing to a variety of mu-
sic ranging from hip-hop to swing 
and salsa. Th is class will be held 
on Wednesdays, October 27, 2021 
through December 8, 2021 (no 
class on November 10, 2021) from 
7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at the Warren 
County Health and Human Services 
Complex Band Room, located at 465 
W. 15th Street, Front Royal, Virginia 
22630. Participants must be 13 years 
of age or older, anyone under the 
age of 18 needs to be accompanied 
by an adult, and dancers of all skill 
levels are welcome.  Minimum of 
four (4) participants needed to hold 
the class, with a maximum of twelve 
(12) participants. Th e cost is $40.00. 
Registration deadline is October 25, 
2021. For more information regard-
ing class instruction, please email 
zumba.lizi@gmail.com.
 To see if any of these programs are 
eligible for online registration, visit 
us on the web at parksandrecreation.
warrencountyva.net
 Registration information for any of 
these programs can be obtained by 
contacting the Warren County Com-

munity Center, Monday through Fri-
day, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., evening 
and weekend hours may vary at (540) 
635-1021. Please visit us on the web 
at www.warrencountyva.net/parks-
and-rec

VDH Lifts Harmful Algae 
Bloom Advisory for North Fork 
of the Shenandoah River from 

Chapman’s Landing to Riverton

Public may resume recreational 
activities on river in Shenandoah and 
Warren Counties
 Eff ective immediately, the Virginia 
Department of Health (VDH) has 
lifted the recreational advisory due 
to a harmful algae bloom (HAB) on 
the North Fork (NF) of the Shenan-
doah River in Shenandoah and 
Warren Counties from Chapman’s 

Landing to Riverton. Th is river seg-
ment (approximately 52.5 miles) was 
placed under a recreational advisory 
on August 10 due to widespread algal 
mats, which contained both cyano-
bacteria cells and toxins at elevated 
levels.
 Weekly observations at numerous 
sites along the river where algal mats 
were previously widespread which 
resulted in the recreational advisory 
being issued, indicate these mats are 
no longer visible. Confi rmatory wa-
ter samples collected September 14 
indicate no cyanobacteria cells were 
present and toxins at or below de-
tection limits, well below those that 
pose a human health risk. Th e HAB 
status report for the NF Shenandoah 
River has been updated along with 
the Algal Bloom Map for reference 
of the prior advisory areas, samples, 

and observation sites.
 VDH would like the public to be 
aware that while the bloom appears 
to have dissipated based on recent 
observations and testing, it is pos-
sible for algal blooms to reappear 
when there is adequate sunlight, 
nutrients and warmer temperatures 
to make conditions favorable for al-
gal growth. Most algae are harmless, 
however, some may produce irritat-
ing compounds or toxins if ingested. 
Because it is diffi  cult to tell the diff er-
ence, VDH advises everyone to avoid 
discolored water, scums or mat ma-
terial that are green or bluish-green 
because they are more likely to con-
tain toxins. Th e algae blooms, which 
occurred in this area, may produce 
mats along the river bottom that 
may then detach, fl oat on the water 
surface, or accumulate along down-

Tito’s ad sponsored by:

540-636-1634
216 E. Main Street Front Royal

www.mainstreet-travel.com

Travelon 
Products:

Accessories 
FID Enhanced 

Handbags, Wallets, 
Cross Body Bags
USB Adapters for 

Overseas
Luggage Scales 
and much more!

Kevin’s ad sponsored by:

Tony’’s Tires

11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal

540-551-0922

NEW Tires and 
Complete Auto 
Maintenance!

Neko’s ad sponsored by:

A+J’s Lawn Care

We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174

• Mowing
• Weedeating
• Leaf Blowing
• Low Rates!

Tito is a 2 yr old male 
mixed breed (pointer, may-
be?). Tito is a special boy, 
not only is he allergic to 
soy but he can be a bit shy 
at fi rst but once he’s com-
fortable, he loves whole 
heartily and is such a goof-
ball. Tito would do best in 
a home with no cats nor 
children but he’s an active 
boy who would be a perfect 

hiking partner because he’s GREAT on a leash!

Ellie May is a 5-yr-
old female hound 
mix. She can be a 
bit timid but warms 
up super quick and 
then just wants all 
your love and at-
tention! She is good 
with other dogs, 
seems to not mind 
cats, and would 

prefer a home with older kids who aren’t too ram-
bunctious. Ellie is an easy going girl, can and will 
escape a fenced-in yard if not supervised.

With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. 
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!

Humane Society of Warren CountyHumane Society of Warren County
1245 Progress Dr, Front Royal, VA 22630  •  (540) 635-4734

The HSWC has opened a low-cost, high-quality spay and neuter clinic 
right here in Front Royal! The clinic offers spay and neuter surgeries 
and other services at the time of surgery. They also host quarterly 
low-cost vaccine clinics. Call them for an appointment.

Ellie May’s ad sponsored by:

Bentonville, VA • 636-2671
hillbillysjunkyard.com

Hillbilly’s Junkyard
Hillbilly has what you NEED!
4381 Stonewall Jackson Hwy

Neko is a 1-yr-old 
male pit mix. He is 
super playful but 
also a lover boy! He 
really enjoys his hu-
man friends and giv-
ing them lots of wet 
kisses! He needs a 
home with no other 
dogs, no cats and no 
young children as he 

may be too much for them. He needs some train-
ing but with the right owner, anything is possible,  
as he’s smart and treat-motivated!

Kevin is a 7-yr-old 
male mixed breed. 
He is such a happy 
boy. He loves toys 
and play time. He 
would do well with 
other large dogs 
and kids. He is neu-
tered, vaccinated, 
combo tested and 
microchipped and 
ready to go to his 
furever home!
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• Seamless, one-piece system, keeps out leaves, 
     debris & more.

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean
     clogged gutters.

• Durable, all-weather tested system.

* Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free.
**Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard 
Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or involved with a life partner, 
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this 
offer: employees of Company or affi liated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and 
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to 
the participant via fi rst class United States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form provided at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any 
kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Amazon and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. See www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html?nodeId=G7KXB4EYEHXZRUMA 
for gift card restrictions. Expires 12/31/21.

Receive a

$25 Amazon 
gift card
With a FREE 

In-home 
Estimate**

YEARS BACKED 
BY THE SEAL

16

$99
Installation

on a Complete
LeafGuard

System!
DOES NOT INCLUDE COST OF MATERIAL.

EXPIRES 12/31/2021.

Call today for a free estimate!
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEED*

(833) 472-0616

LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of DC in Virginia under registration number VA Class A Lic. #2705116122, in Maryland under registration number MHIC Lic. #116693, and in DC under registration number DC Permanent #420219000010.

Mowing and 
Landscaping

Great Rates   •   Quality Service

Serving the Shenandoah Valley 
& Outlying Areas for over 15 years

Conway Lawn Care, LLC

540-975-2313
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stream shorelines.
 Th e North Fork of the Shenan-
doah River serves as the drinking 
water source for the Towns of Stras-
burg and Woodstock, and the City 
of Winchester. All three localities 
took every precaution to prevent 
impacts to drinking water, including 
routine testing for cyanotoxins and 
optimization of treatment processes 
for cyanotoxin removal. Anatoxin-a, 
the main toxin present in this HAB, 
has not been detected in the Town 
of Strasburg’s raw (untreated) or fi n-
ished drinking water since August 
12, and toxin levels remained below 
VDH and Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) health advisory levels 
at all times during this event. Ana-
toxin-a was below detectable levels 
in the Town of Woodstock and the 
City of Winchester’s raw and fi nished 
drinking water for the duration of the 
HAB. Drinking water remains safe to 
drink and use in all three localities.
 Harmful algae can cause skin rash 
and gastrointestinal illnesses, such 
as upset stomach, nausea, vomit-
ing and diarrhea. Some toxins in al-
gae blooms can be fatal to dogs and 
other animals when ingested. If you 

or your animals experience any nega-
tive health eff ects after swimming in 
or near an algal bloom, seek medical 
or veterinary care promptly.
 Whenever recreating in natural 
waterbodies follow these healthy wa-
ter habits:
 Avoid contact with any area of the 
river if you observe algae or algal 
mats to be present.
 Humans and pets should never 
consume water or material from a 
natural waterbody because this wa-
ter is not treated water and is not 
suitable for consumption.
 Notify VDH of an algae bloom or 
fi sh kill, use the online HAB report 
form.
 If you suspect you or your animal 
experienced health-related eff ects 
following contact with a bloom, 
contact the Virginia Harmful Algal 
Bloom Hotline at (888) 238-6154.
 Th e Virginia Harmful Algal Bloom 
Task Force (VDH, Virginia Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality, Old 
Dominion University Phytoplankton 
lab, and Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science) respond to bloom events to 
protect public health during the rec-
reational season of May through Oc-
tober. Th e majority of algal blooms 
will dissipate when temperatures 
and sunlight are reduced in fall and 

winter months.
 For more information about 
harmful algae blooms and the HAB 
Task Force, visit www.SwimHealthy-
VA.com

Winchester Police Department’s 
DEFROST Podcast wins Award of 

Excellence

 On September 9, 2021, the Win-
chester Police Department’s pod-
cast, DEFROST: Winchester’s True 
Crime with Behan & Smith, received 
an Award of Excellence at the 2021 
City-County Communications and 
Marketing Association Conference 
held in St. Louis, Missouri.
 “When this project began, there 
was an immediate emotional con-
nection to telling this true crime 
story. Th e attention the podcast 
has received is humbling, and I am 
so grateful for this award our team 
has received,” stated Deputy Chief 
Amanda Behan, who extensively re-
searched for, wrote, and hosted the 
podcast.
 DEFROST covers the unsolved 
homicide of Lenna Robinson, a 
71-year-old grandmother who was 
attacked outside her Peyton Street 
home on November 11, 1975. Rob-
inson was gathering Christmas 
presents from her car when she was 
struck in the head with an unknown 
object and robbed of her purse. She 
died as a result of her injuries just 
days later. Th e full fi rst season is 
available to stream on Apple Pod-
casts, Spotify, Soundcloud, Anchor, 
and more.
 Th ough the case remains unsolved 
today, D.C. Behan is hopeful that the 
research completed in the last year 
will lead to closure for the Robin-
son family. “We are still waiting on 
the Virginia Department of Forensic 
Science to accept Lenna’s purse for 
DNA testing. However, we are hope-
ful this will occur soon. From the 
start, our goal in reopening this case 
has been to bring Lenna’s family clo-
sure and peace.”
 Video of the reopening of the 
purse, along with other bonus video 
content documenting milestones in 
the new investigation, are available 

on the City of Winchester’s YouTube 
channel. Fans are also encouraged to 
join the DEFROST Facebook group 
to follow along with exclusive con-
tent, new episode announcements, 
fan discussions, and more.
 On the heels of the success of DE-
FROST, which at launch ranked in 
the top 200 True Crime podcasts on 
Apple Podcasts, D.C. Behan is ex-
cited to announce that there will be 
a second season. Th e new season will 
focus on a case from the North End 
and include updates to the Robinson 
case.

Extension Master Gardener Class 
of 2022 is Forming

 Th e Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion (VCE) Master Gardener unit in 
the Northern Shenandoah Valley is 
seeking applications for the 2022 Ex-
tension Master Gardener volunteer 
training course. Extension Master 
Gardeners (EMG) assist VCE in de-
livering environmental horticulture 
education programs to the com-
munity. From January through May, 
volunteers will receive a minimum 
of 50 hours of horticultural training. 
Before the end of 2022, they must 
volunteer a minimum of 50 hours on 
approved VCE horticulture projects 
and information/help desks serving 
the counties of Clarke, Frederick, 
Page, Shenandoah, and Warren.
 Recognizing the challenges still 
posed by COVID, the 2022 EMG 
course will be off ered as a mix of on-
line training modules, a small num-
ber of required classes, and a series 
of hands-on labs. Some classes and 

labs will be held by Zoom and others 
will be in person throughout the fi ve-
county area. Internet access, an indi-
vidual e-mail address, and the ability 
to participate in Zoom sessions are 
required. Tuition for the 2022 Ex-
tension Master Gardener training is 
$180.  Th ere is an additional $12.50 
fee to cover the cost of a background 
screening required of all VCE volun-
teers. 
 In-person information/interview 
sessions will be held throughout the 
area and one session will be held via 
Zoom. Advance registration is re-
quired for the sessions. Residents of 
Clarke, Frederick, Page, Shenandoah, 
and Warren counties are welcome 
to attend any of the six sessions. 
All course candidates will be inter-
viewed as part of the sessions.
 Applications are accepted on a 
competitive basis based on volunteer 
job descriptions and qualifi cations of 
the applicants. Go to http://NSVM-
GA.org/join to learn more.
 Email NSVMGClassof2022@
gmail.com to register for the infor-
mation/interview sessions and to re-
ceive links to the application forms.

Virginia DMV to off er 
appointments, walk-in service on 
alternating days beginning Oct. 5

Service by appointment off ered 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday; 
Walk-in service off ered Tuesday, 
Th ursday and Saturday
 Beginning October 5, 2021, Vir-
ginia Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV) customers may choose to 
schedule an appointment for service 
or opt for walk-in service on alter-
nating days at all 75 customer service 

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-636-7566 

The bathroom of your dreams for 
as little as $149/month! BCI Bath 
& Shower. Many options available. 
Quality materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military Dis-
counts Available. Limited Time Offer 
- FREE virtual in-home consultation 
now and SAVE 15%! Call Today! 
1-866-491-9867

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 
DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 2 
FREE Months! 1-855-932-2109

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL 
Devices. Call today! 1-888-476-
3207

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-844-852-
6401

www.dental50plus.com/14 #6258

Electrician
Residential & Commercial 

Electrical Work
Allen Santmyers
540-660-5697

A+J’s Lawn Care

• Leaf Blowing • Mowing
• Weedeating • Low Rates!
We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174

New
Beginnings
Community
Greetings

“Introducing Your Business to 
New Homeowners in our Community”

P.O. Box 1025 • Front Royal VA  22630

540-635-8660

See BRIEFS, 24

Substance Use Disorder?  Help is Available!Substance Use Disorder?  Help is Available!

Founded by People in Recovery for People Seeking Recovery
540-215-2211

Winchester • Front Royal • Centerville
MEDICAID ACCEPTED
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centers (CSCs). Appointments for 
service will be offered only on Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays; and 
walk-in service will be offered only 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Satur-
days. Hours vary by office location.
 “We are pleased to continue of-
fering appointments in addition to 
walk-in service, since our customers 
greatly appreciate the convenience 
and efficiency appointments afford,” 
said DMV Commissioner Richard 
D. Holcomb. “Those who can plan 
ahead should schedule an appoint-
ment for service but, if in-person as-
sistance is needed urgently, walk-in 
service will now be available two and 
a half days per week.”
 In accordance with Executive Di-
rective Seven (as amended) to ad-
dress the pandemic, DMV began 
operating by appointment only as it 
reopened offices in May 2020 after a 
temporary closure due to the rapid 
spread of COVID-19. Operating by 
appointment has proven to be over-
whelmingly popular with customers, 
77% of whom said in a survey that 
they wished to see appointments 
continue. During the pandemic, cus-
tomers shifted the way they do busi-
ness with DMV in that more custom-
ers are taking advantage of online 
and mail-based services. DMV is 
conducting over 10% more transac-
tions per week cumulatively through 
all service channels than before 
the pandemic. For the week ending 
September 4, 2021, customers com-
pleted 359,452 transactions across 
all service channels, as compared to 

the pre-pandemic weekly average of 
309,111 total transactions.
 At the direction of the General 
Assembly, DMV will be integrating 
walk-in service back into its opera-
tions in addition to appointments. 
DMV researched other state mo-
tor vehicle agencies’ best practices 

through the pandemic and found that 
those offering walk-in and appoint-
ment service simultaneously were 
met with long lines and confused and 
dissatisfied customers. Based on re-
search, surveys, experience, and the 
ongoing pandemic, DMV developed 
a hybrid service model on alternating 

days which will offer flexibility for 
customers and the agency.
 Customers who have scheduled 
an appointment and instead decide 
to walk in for service should cancel 
that appointment to make it available 
for other customers. Walk-in service 
will be provided on a first-come, 

first-served basis based on the type 
of transaction; customers should 
anticipate wait times. For the health 
and safety of customers and employ-
ees, lobby chairs will be spaced and 
all customers are strongly encour-
aged to wear face coverings.

– news@warrencountyreport.com

6768 Winchester Road
Front Royal, VA 22630

www.autocareclinic.com

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:00am to 6:00pm
Closed Weekends for Family Time!

(540) 635-BILL (2455)

During the month of October, we 
are giving away FREE quality 
brake pads or shoes. All you 
pay for is labor and any other 
necessary parts. 10% of these 
proceeds will go towards research 
for the Cleveland Clinic Breast 
Cancer Vaccine Fund.

Our group of auto repair shops from 
across the country have a set a goal to 
raise over $1,000,000 in proceeds! This 
fundraiser will end October 31st.

This past year we had 183 shops in 
35 states and 2 countries and raised 
$250,102.79. Since 2011 we have raised 
$1,192,034.12, thanks to the support of 
shops and the vendors like yourself who 
have been there to support us. 

IMAGINE a vaccine that would create a world free of breast cancer!

FREE
STOP BY ... IF  YOU CAN!

BRAKE 
CHECK
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Breast Cancer Vaccine Research

April 29, 2020

$250,102.79

Two hundred fifty thousand, one hundred two dollars 79/100

Finding the Cure!

Breast Cancer Vaccine Research
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Last year alone, 114 independent repair 
shops across 34 states raised $114,389.20.

Our goal this year is to have 200 shops 
participating. After 14 long years we are 
very close to bedside trials, hopefully by the 
end of 2021.

Brakes for Breasts is run solely by 
volunteers and supported by the 
independent auto repair community across 
the country. It is a true grass roots effort, 
with every penny being donated to research.

P.S. Please pass this along to all of your 
friends! We need everyone’s support. 

Thanks!!!

(540) 635-BILL (2455)
www.autocareclinic.com
6768 Winchester Road
Front Royal, VA 22630

Must call for appointment. One coupon per customer. Expires 10/31/2021

Bill and Sandy

BRIEFS, from 23

Illustrated book for Raised 
Bed Vegetable Gardening!

*  Also Makes a great Gift!  *

No Rototilling – No Gas or Oil – No Mechanic 
No Pollution 

Less Water & Fertilizer & Weeding 
Environmentally Friendly 

Simplistic Raised Bed Vegetable Garden 
Less to No Crop loss – 24/7 access – Less bending over 

1/3 the space of Flat garden – Increased crop yield 

Fabrication/Installation/Planting 
No mud – No water ponding – No rocks – No clay  

Less labor - Less garden pesticides – Multiple crops 

Minimized Cost - Maximized Output 
For Beginner’s, Novice’s, and Intermediates. 
Convert from Flat to Raised and be Amazed! 

AAuutthhoorr::  RRiicchh  SSaannkkoovviicchh  --  WWiinncchheesstteerr,,  VViirrggiinniiaa  

Send Check for $6.99/one copy or 
$12.50/two copies to:

 SRBG Publications
2962 Middle Road

Winchester, Va. 22602
Sales tax and shipping included in price.

RAISED-BED 
GARDENING!!


