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Winchester’s Bright Box Theater reopens
Ralph Stanley and the Clinch Mountain Boys scheduled to perform September 12

By Larry Walters
Warren/Frederick County Report

 What might one get when think-
ing “out-of-the-box”?
 A great answer and example are 
to be found in Old Town Win-
chester with the likes of the Bright 
Box, a dynamic performing arts 
and event center in a defunct de-
partment store building at the 
heart of the historic and quaint 
pedestrian mall.
 Opening its doors in 2013, the 
Bright Box “has hosted hundreds 
of shows of all kinds — bluegrass, 
jam, punk, reggae, jazz, rock, Con-
servatory performances, com-
edy, drag shows, burlesque perfor-
mances, plus elaborately themed 
private parties and fundraisers of 
all kinds,” and brought in “tens of 
thousands of locals and visitors 
and served as the central beating 
heart of downtown Winchester, 
Virginia,” according to its website: 
www.brightboxwinchester.com 
 It also hosted performances 
featuring students, faculty, and 
world-renowned composers and 
musicians through a collaboration 
with Shenandoah University and 
many other civic events.
 For over seven years the stage 

lights at the Bright Box burned 
brilliantly on countless perfor-
mances featuring “regionally and 
nationally famous musical acts 
and comedians such as Keller Wil-
liams, Nappy Roots, Tim Reyn-
olds, Moon Hooch, Gallagher, 
New Riders of the Purple Sage, 
Dustin Diamond, Seldom Scene, 
Carl Palmer, Hackensaw Boys, Le-
yla McCalla, Gaelic Storm, Street 
Corner Symphony, Jimmie “JJ” 
Walker, Amish Outlaws, Bubba 
Sparxxx, Abby The Spoon Lady, 
and Reckless Kelly, to name just a 
few,” states its website.
 But all changed in the spring 

of 2020 when blazing stage lights 
dimmed and were ultimately ex-
tinguished due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.
 “We pretty much had to close 
our doors in March 2020.  We tried 
to put on a few shows, but the ca-
pacity limitations made it impos-
sible to make them economically 
viable,” explained owner Marilyn 
Fennimore.
 A shining star in the Old Town 
revitalization effort very nearly fiz-
zled out of existence and also left 
17 faithful employees scrambling 
for a livelihood.
 “To ensure that we could open 
our doors again once the pan-

demic was over, we kept our key 
staff on half time throughout the 
16-month closure.  The PPP funds 
helped to a limited extent, but 
much of it came out of pocket,” 
said Fennimore.
 The Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram (PPP) is a Small Business 
Association-backed loan that 
helped businesses keep their 
workforce employed during the 
COVID-19 crisis created in 2020 
by the CARES Act and originally 
included $349 billion in funding.
 “Making a performance ven-

ue viable is a difficult task (even 
without COVID) -- more a labor 
of love than anything else,” noted 
Fennimore.  “Throughout our his-
tory, my husband and I have had 
to subsidize Bright Box to keep it 
open.”
 Restrictions due to the pandem-
ic added more complications to an 
already difficult venture.
 “The economic impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic on the arts 
and culture industry across the 
U.S. has mounted to $4.5 billion,” 
claims a recent survey by the non-
profit Americans for the Arts.  
 The Bright Box is not Fenni-
more’s “day job,” you see. She’s 
CEO and president of Mind and 
Media, Inc. (www.mindandmedia.
com), a sizeable media consulting 
corporation based in Alexandria 
that she’s run for 25 years in part-
nership with her husband Aldo 
Ballo. She claims a totem pole’s 
stack of degrees and accomplish-
ments beyond the Bright Box and 
her business when reviewing her 
resume. The Bright Box is defi-
nitely not her main “gig” -- more 
“a labor of love” as previously re-

The line forms outside the Bright Box Theater on the Old Town Mall in 
Winchester, Va. Courtesy photos.

A full house of patrons enjoy the show at Winchester’s Bright Box at 15 N. 
Loudoun St, on the Old Town Mall.

NOTICE
    Our client is proposing to construct one 
(1) 63-foot monopole communication tow-
er southwest of Bentonville, Warren County, 
VA 22610. Tower #40661 will be located at 
railroad mile post 73.3, 500-feet southeast of 
Stonewall Jackson Highway (US-340), west of 
Fullerton Lane. Golder Associates on behalf 
of our client invites comments from any in-
terested party regarding specific location in-
formation and/or the potential effects of the 
tower on historic properties. Comments may 
be sent to Angela Kappen, 1133 Quail Court, 
Suite 115, Pewaukee, WI 53072 or akappen@
golder.com. Comments must be received 30 
days following published date.
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marked.
 The Bright Box is definitely not 
the conventional entrepreneurial 
business effort as Fennimore in-
tended from the start.

 Originally a New Yorker (no, 
not New York City, an up-stater), 
Fennimore visited and fell in love 
with the charm and history of 
Winchester after a visit in the early 
2000s before the Old Town Walk-
ing Mall restoration began. Struck 
by the apparent decline of the Old 
Town area, she wanted to counter-
act its fate and aid in its revitaliza-
tion.
 Purchasing in 2005 the former 
Leggett Department Store build-
ing, complete with the only esca-
lator in Winchester, which is yet 
present and operational today, 
directly across from the old 1840 
Frederick County courthouse, she 
set to work designing and develop-
ing a local social center to present 
and enjoy the performing arts.
 Opening its doors in the spring 
of 2013, the venue did not offer the 
conventional theater-type seat-
ing and atmosphere. Its cocktail 
lounge motif and environment 
complete with cocktails, a bar, 
good food and individual tables 
and chairs lend to “a drink, good 
food, and good fun in a comfort-
able social setting” as Fennimore 
explained.

 She believed the business invest-
ment worthwhile if it, at minimum, 
broke even and acted as a catalyst 
in bringing more people and pros-
perity to Old Town Winchester. In 
its seven years of operation, the 
Bright Box kept afloat sometimes 
actually promising a good return 
on investment until the coming of 
COVID in the winter of 2020.
 Most significantly for Win-
chester is that it has drawn thou-
sands, fortified local restaurants, 
shops and businesses and raised 
needed tax dollars.
 Fennimore also pointed out that 
the Bright Box is a great venue for 
civic and private functions, and it 
has hosted many throughout the 
years like governmental and civic 
gatherings plus weddings and an-
niversary celebrations. Reasonable 
booking charges with the house 
receiving the concessions sales are 
available for anyone interested.
 Admission charges for the 
scheduled entertainment and per-
formances may range anywhere 
from FREE to $50 depending on 
the performance.
 “We are hoping for the best 
since re-opening and have booked 

some of the greatest shows for the 
near future,” commented Fenni-
more. “We can only hope that the 
public will be smart and prevent 
the Delta variant from causing us 
to completely shut down again 
or cause occupancy restrictions 
which won’t make it financially vi-
able to present future shows.”
 She also expressed thanks to all 
those who have come back and 
others who made financial contri-
butions/gifts to keep ‘this impor-
tant community gathering place 
celebrating the performing arts” 
alive and well.
 “It was so very hard for my em-
ployees and myself after so many 
years of hard work building it to 

see it close and no longer offer a 
sociable and fun place to enjoy the 
performing arts,” reflected Fen-
nimore. “But we’re going ahead 
full with hopes for the best.” She 
said that if all fails, they’ve con-
sidered changing the business 
into a nonprofit venture to ensure 
Winchester doesn’t lose a valuable 
magnet to its Old Town.
 Ralph Stanley and the Clinch 
Mountain Boys are scheduled to 
perform on Sunday, September 12 
at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.
 For information, Call (540) 665-
2878 or visit 
 www.brightboxwinchester.com

– vawalters@hotmail.com

COVER: Battle of Cedar 
Creek Reenactment

Oct. 16-17, 2021

 The Cedar Creek Battlefield 
Foundation Presents the 157th 
Anniversary Reenactment of 
the Battle of Cedar Creek Oc-
tober 16 and 17, 2021.
 Join us for this special week-
end as history comes to life!
 During this two day event, 
thousands of reenactors rec-
reate the last major battle in 
the Shenandoah Valley. See 
cavalry, artillery, and infantry 
soldiers in action and in camp. 
Battle scenarios, music, sym-
posia, and medical, military, 
and civilian demonstrations 
are scheduled each day. Ad-
vance Tickets Available Now!
 Single Day Adult Ticket $15
 Youth 7-15 Single Day Tick-
et $7
 Children 6 and under are 
free!
 Active Military, Veteran, 
Senior, and Student Discount 
with Presentation of ID $7
 Saturday: Gates Open at 
9:00 AM. Activities Conclude 
at 5:00 PM.
 Sunday: Gates Open at 
9:00AM. Activities Conclude 
at 2:00 PM.
 For a complete schedule of 
activities please visit www.
ccbf.us
 The Annual Battle of Cedar 
Creek Reenactment is held ev-
ery year on the third weekend 
of October. Other special liv-
ing history events are planned 
throughout the year, so please 
check our website and social 
media for announcements or 
updates!
 www.ccbf.us
 540-869-2064
 info@ccbf.us
 Instagram: CedarCreekBat-
tlefield
 Facebook: Cedar Creek Bat-
tlefield Foundation
 Museum and Visitor Center 
Located at 8437 Valley Pike, 
Middletown, Virginia 22645.

NOTICE
    Our client is proposing to construct three 
(3) 63-foot monopole communication tow-
ers in Warren County, VA. Tower #40662 will 
be located at railroad mile post 72.2, 225-
feet southeast of Stonewall Jackson Highway 
(US-340), south of Payne Lane in Benton-
ville. Tower #40663 will be located at railroad 
mile post 61.9, 190-feet west of Cherrydale 
Avenue, north of Luray Avenue in Front Roy-
al. Tower #40679 will be located at railroad 
mile post 60.6, 580-feet south of the inter-
section of Kendrick Lane and Adams Av-
enue in Front Royal. Golder Associates on 
behalf of our client invites comments from 
any interested party regarding specific loca-
tion information and/or the potential effects 
of the towers on historic properties. Com-
ments may be sent to Angela Kappen, 1133 
Quail Court, Suite 115, Pewaukee, WI 53072 
or akappen@golder.com. Comments must be 
received 30 days following published date.
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Childhood trauma affects health and longevity
Warren Coalition classes help folks explore long-term issues from destructive experiences
By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 Many people have no idea what 
a major traumatic event in child-
hood can lead to down the road.
 But, “Building resilience helps 
even if people have had different 
adverse childhood experiences,” 
says Executive Director of the 
Warren Coalition, Christa Shif-
flett, M.Ed. 
 She is a Master Trauma Trainer 
for Virginia on the Adverse Child-
hood Experiences study (ACEs) 
interface and is authorized to 
train people in this area and cer-
tified to train in trauma informed 
and trauma supportive certifica-
tions through the Community Re-
silience Initiative, a leader in the 
trauma informed field.
 Resilient responses are taught to 
children by their parents through 
modeling how to respond to trau-
matic/stressful experiences with 
healthy coping strategies.   Even 
if these weren’t taught in child-
hood, they can still be learned in 
adulthood to help protect people 
from the adverse outcomes asso-

ciated with experiencing trauma 
in childhood. 
 Signs that you might be being 
impacted by previous trauma ex-
periences include:
• Feeling numb or detached from 
feelings and that things aren’t real
• Flashbacks or bad dreams
• Inability to recall key parts of 
the trauma
• Decreased interest/participa-
tion in important activities
• Not trusting people you are 
close to
• Unable to love
• Do not see the future in a posi-
tive way
• Feeling like something bad is 
going to happen for no reason
• Mind keeps thinking about the 
trauma
• May have a lot more irritability
• Sleep issues-may have trouble 
falling asleep/staying asleep
• Outbursts of anger
• Easily startled
• On guard
• A hard time focusing and con-
centrating
• Shame, guilt and self-blame
• Excessive or inhibited sexual be-

havior
• Trouble being still
• Sadness
• Difficulty soothing oneself
• Self-injury
• May feel helpless

 “This (ACEs) interface program 
is what changed the focus of what 
Warren Coalition had been doing-
from working on prevention, like 
just telling kids not to smoke, (al-
though they still tell them that) 
but going more toward helping 
them to create resilience so they 
don’t go to a whole host of these 
other things,” Shifflett said. “This is 
a much better way to build healthy 
choices across the lifespan.”
 Shifflett has three different 
wheel graphics that show the 

correlation between childhood 
trauma and diseases, destructive 
behaviors, suicide, mental health 
issues and substance misuse, 
among others.
 In an ACE study – the CDC’s 
Adverse Childhood Experiences 
Study, done by Vincent Felitti, 
MD, Clinical Professor of Medi-
cine with Kaiser Permanente, and 
Robert F. Anda MD, MS., an epi-
demiologist with the CDC, they 
found that population attributable 
risks from those adverse experi-
ences showed:
 
• 78% of IV drug misuse.  
• 67% of suicide attempts
• 65% of alcoholism
• 61% of incarcerations
• 56% of anxiety

• 54% of painkillers to get high
• 67% of life dissatisfaction
• 69% of serious/persistent men-
tal illness
 Along with the following, again 
across the population, people with 
four or more ACEs have a 16% 
chance of developing alcoholism 
and a 33% chance of marrying 
someone who is struggling with 
an alcohol misuse disorder.   For 
women who have four or more 
ACEs 60% will struggle with de-
pression during their lifetime 
while 38% of men with a similar 
number of ACEs will suffer with 
depression.  
 When Dr. Vincent Felitti did 
an obesity study of upper-middle 
class folks in 1985, he discovered 
that people did well for a while, 
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lost weight and then stopped 
coming, and then he noticed they 
had put back the weight they had 
lost
As he talked more with them, he 
came to find out that they had all 
experienced some sort of sexual 
abuse in childhood. The patients 
noticed that after they lost weight, 
others were paying attention to 
their bodies again. This made 
them feel uncomfortable and un-
safe, so they gained the weight 

back to protect themselves.
 When he presented these find-
ings to the medical community, he 
was met with scorn.
 He continued, though, and was 
joined later by Dr. Robert Anda 
who was doing studies of people 
with heart-related issues.
 He had been learning about 
how depression and feelings of 
hopelessness affect coronary 
heart disease and saw a connec-
tion. He wanted to go deeper be-
cause he thought that there must 
be something else at the bottom of 
the issues. 
 Together they began a study of 
17,421 people on both heart and 
obesity issues. They asked par-

ticipants 10 questions concerning 
family dysfunction, abuse, and ne-
glect and found there was a pat-
tern in the responses.
 The Felitti/Anda studies be-
came the basis of a whole new 
understanding of the long-term 
effects of childhood trauma. 
 The following quote is taken 
from a report on their study. 
 “Before they added the new 
trauma-oriented questions, Anda 
spent a year pouring through the 
research literature to learn about 
childhood trauma and focused 
on the eight major types that pa-
tients had mentioned so often in 
Felitti’s original study and whose 
individual consequences had been 
studied by other researchers.
 “These eight included three 
types of abuse — sexual, verbal 
and physical. And five types of 
family dysfunction — a parent 
who’s mentally ill or has an alco-
hol use disorder, a mother who’s a 
domestic violence victim, a family 
member who’s been incarcerated, 
a loss of a parent through divorce 
or abandonment. He later added 
emotional and physical neglect, 
for a total of 10 types of adverse 

childhood experiences, or ACEs.”
 “To explain this, Anda and Fe-
litti developed a scoring system 
for ACEs. Each type of adverse 
childhood experience counted as 
one point. If a person had none 
of the events in her or his back-
ground, the ACE score was zero. 
If someone was verbally abused 
thousands of times during his or 
her childhood, but no other types 
of childhood trauma occurred, 
this counted as one point in the 
ACE score. If a person experi-
enced verbal abuse, lived with a 
mentally ill mother and an alco-
holic father, his ACE score was 
three.
 “They found that 67% had at 
least one adverse childhood ex-
perience and if you had one, 
there was an 87% chance that you 
would have two and more often 
the experiences came in clusters. 
If there was verbal abuse, the 
chances were good that there was 
also physical abuse, and added to 
those, maybe an alcoholic parent 
(s) or also jailed.”
 They started looking at medical 
records of these people and were 
able to relate it to the number of 

adverse experiences they had.
 The correlation was so high, 
they thought not one would be-
lieve them, and the again, when 
they presented the statistics, the 
medical world scoffed.
 But over time there has been 
more acceptance from the medi-
cal community as these studies 
have been replicated by others.
 The studies moved from the 
upper middle-class population to 
go across a broader spectrum of 
people, including working class 
people or those coming from pov-
erty.
 They found that the number is 
closer to 75% of the broader popu-
lation having experienced at least 
one adverse childhood experi-
ence. 
 These have had long-term im-
plications for their health.
 Across the population in the 
studies-not per individual-if you 
have six or more ACEs the stud-
ies show that there was a 20-year 
reduction in life span of these peo-
ple. 
 Researchers labeled these 
“Deaths of Despair”
 In the next article in the War-
ren/Frederick County Report se-
ries on these issues, Shifflett will 
talk about what can be done to 
prevent “Deaths of Despair” and 
offer more information.
 “There is a way,” Shifflett says.
 Basically, building resilience is a 
way to help prevent early deaths.
 “We can’t always prevent par-
ents dying or being diagnosed 
with mental health issues, but we 
can bolster the children so if they 
are facing these challenges, they 

See HEALTH, 6

Executive Director Christa Shifflett of the Warren Coalition has good news 
for folks who are experiencing long term mental, emotional and physi-
cal effects from childhood adverse experiences. Courtesy of The Warren 
Coalition.
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The 157th Anniversary Reenactment ofThe 157th Anniversary Reenactment of

The Battle ofThe Battle of
Cedar CreekCedar Creek

October 16 and 17, 2021October 16 and 17, 2021

Join us for this special weekend as history comes to life!
During this two day event, thousands of reenactors recreate 
the last major battle in the Shenandoah Valley. See cavalry, 
artillery, and infantry soldiers in action and in camp. Battle 
scenarios, music, symposia, and medical, military, and 
civilian demonstrations are scheduled each day.

** Advance Tickets Available Now! **

• Single Day Adult Ticket  $15
• Youth 7-15 Single Day Ticket  $7
• Children 6 and under are free!
• Active Military, Veteran, Senior, and Student
 Discount with Presentation of ID  $7

Saturday: Gates Open at 9:00 AM
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Sunday: Gates Open at 9:00AM
Activities Conclude at 2:00 PM
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will be in a place where the chal-
lenges won’t pull them down, they 
can rise above them,”  she contin-
ued. “If someone grows up in a 
family, for example, with alcohol 
disorders, they get used to being 
in an environment of unpredict-
ability living with someone who 
is struggling with alcohol misuse. 
So, when they go out into the 
world, chances are greater to have 
those issues themselves or to mar-
ry someone with alcohol abuse.” 
 When looking at these issues, 
the Coalition has taken a stance. 
 “What are we doing about it? 
asked Shifflett. “In a very concrete 
way, building resilience in chil-
dren is one of the things we’re do-
ing about it.”
 To this end, they have estab-
lished the “Creating Opportu-
nities for Understanding and 
Resilience Amid Gaining our Edu-
cation” (COURAGE) program for 
5th-8th kids and students at Di-
versified Minds and Brighter Fu-
tures, working within the Warren 
County Public Schools system.
 “These are kids that have experi-

enced some form of abuse, neglect 
or witnessed domestic violence in 
their homes, or maybe nothing at 
home but have had physical bul-
lying outside-maybe been beaten 
up by peers.” she said. “They can 
come into this program and get 
help from multiple caring adults 
and can build resilience that way.”
 There are 45 kids in the pro-
gram right now.
 “If parents and grandparents 
know there’s been a history of 
these issues, they can contact 
guidance counselors and ask them 
to refer the kids, and we’re happy 
to take them,” she said.
 They send support staff from the 
Warren Coalition into the schools 
to assist kids in their schools dur-
ing the day and offer parent sup-
port to assist with meeting basic 
needs and training in the COUR-
AGE program. They also meet 
with parents and show them how 
they can build resilience for them-
selves and their children. They 
check back at least monthly with 
parents to see how things are go-
ing.
 This is the third year of the 
COURAGE program, begun in 

2019, and funded through the 
Victim of Crimes Act from the 
Department of Criminal Justice 
Services in Richmond, Va.
 “We have three staff members 
who work it here and a partner-
ship with the ‘I’m Just Me Move-
ment’ out of Winchester who 
provide some services for kids 
and mentoring for them and the 
parent education part of the pro-
gram,” Shifflett said. “We’ve had 

good participation with parents 
and got lots of individual parent 
interest.”
 “We kicked off the ‘We See You 
Campaign’ on September 1st and 
had lots of enthusiasm with the 
businesses,” she said.
 The logo with a circle of people, 
mountains, Shenandoah River 
and bridges and the lone tree on 
Skyline Drive will be displayed in 
windows at many local businesses.  

 The Goal of “We See You Cam-
paign” referenced in an earlier 
WCR article in the August 13, 
2021issue, is a campaign to bring 
everybody together to create the 
two key things when building re-
silience: 
• A feeling of safety/security
• A social connection and feeling 
of belonging
 More training for folks dealing 
in some way with trauma will be 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Licensed & Insured  •  Free Estimates

* Serving Front Royal for 25 years! *

(540) 222-0521
(540) 631-0666

HamricksRoofi ng@gmail.com

Hamrick’s
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 Like puzzles? Then you’ll love 
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puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, 
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your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

 Sudoku puzzles are formatted 
as a 9x9 grid, broken down 
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle! (Answer in back.)

Georgia Rossiter
Attorney At Law

117 W Boscawen St.  Suite 4  Winchester
Phone (540) 535-2001 • Fax (540) 535-2210

Concentrating in Family Law & Equine Law
Divorce   •   Child Custody   •   Support
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Founded by People in Recovery for People Seeking Recovery
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Winchester • Front Royal • Centerville
MEDICAID ACCEPTED
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included in the trauma classes.
 As a Master Trauma Trainer for 
Adverse Childhood Experiences 
(ACEs) Interface in Virginia and 
Certifi ed instructor for Trauma 
Informed and Trauma Support-
ive Strategies, Shiffl  ett will be the 
instructor for free virtual training 
classes in “Secondary Trauma” for 
individuals who listen to fi rsthand 
traumatic experiences of others or 
witness the after-eff ects of trauma 

and can be aff ected by “Secondary 
Trauma.” 
 Following the exposure to oth-
ers trauma, the individual can de-
velop symptoms similar to post-
traumatic-stress disorder. 
 Th is training will explore:
• Who is most at-risk for second-
ary trauma
• Signs of secondary trauma
• Ways to help support those ex-
posed to secondary trauma

• How organizations can help 
prevent secondary trauma
• When it is time to disengage 
 Th e key objective of the free 
Trauma-Informed Training 
Course 1 is to provide information 
about identifying and responding 
to trauma with evidence-based 
resilience strategies; specifi cally, 
when working with an audience 
whose trauma history is possi-
bly unknown.  Th is training in-

troduces CRI’s capacity-building 
framework for building resilience 
and participants will learn about 
the science behind how trauma 
impacts the mind, emotion, and 
body, and its potential lifelong ef-
fects as well as be given skills to 
diff use diffi  cult situations. 
 Next trauma informed certifi ca-
tion classes are:
 Mondays on September 13, 20 
and 27, from 2 – 4 p.m.
 Attend all three classes to re-
ceive a Trauma-Informed Certifi -
cation.
 Th e Secondary Trauma Sep-
tember 22 classes are at 10 a.m.-12 
p.m. or 6-8 p.m. 
 Choose classes and register at: 
 10 a.m. -12 p.m. class https://
bit.ly/2trauma-10am 
 6-8 p.m. class https://bit.
ly/2trauma-6pm
 Pre-register at htps://bit.ly/ti-
sept
 For more information, contact 
Christa@WarrenCoalition.org.
 Th e Warren Coalition is in the 
process of looking for people from 
disparate populations to share 
their stories for a podcast group 
called “My Story Weaves Our Sto-
ry.” 
 Th is “Signs of trauma, the his-
tory of ACEs and why it matters” 
is part one of a two-part series to 
be continued in the September 
24 issue of the Warren/Frederick 
County Report. 

 Part two will include informa-
tion from Christa Shiffl  ett on how 
to heal, how you can help your 
child to overcome, and build resil-
ience, as well as how some issues 
can be turned around.  
 To read more on the Fe-
litti/Anda study, visit: https://
acestoohigh.com/2012/10/03/
the-adverse-childhood-experi-
ences-study-the-largest-most-
important-public-health-study-
you-never-heard-of-began-in-an-
obesity-clinic/

– carol@areaguides.com
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Explore Art and Clay Gallery opens on Main Street
Arline Link off ers pottery, paintings and a variety of gifts at her new location

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 Artist Arline Link has fulfi lled a 
lifelong dream by creating her new 
“Explore Art and Clay” gallery on 
Main Street this year and she wel-
comes all to be a part of it.
 “Since I was little, I wanted to 
have a business of my own and art 
has been my life,” she said. “Work-
ing with Michael (Swauger ) at the 
Kiln Doctor, we were able to make 
our dreams come true.” 
 Th e gallery is located at 501 E. 
Main Street downtown in Front 
Royal in the big black building at 

the corner of Main and Blue Ridge 
Ave. with the mural of giant wood-
peckers on the side.
 “We have a lot of artists in the 
area and it’s nice to showcase their 
work,” she said. “We take consign-
ments from them and have mostly 
pottery, but some paintings and 
photographs too. So far we have 
been successful.”
 Two local artists, Dee and Mi-
chael Whited, display their work 
and assist in the gallery. During the 
holiday season, Michael Whited is 
scheduled to set up and paint there, 
possibly being joined by others. 
 Arline’s husband, Michael 

Swauger, who established the Kiln 
Doctor in 1987, has been in the 
pottery equipment repair and sales 
business along the east coast for 
many years. Th e storefront origi-
nally opened on Main Street, later 
moving to 8th Street after outgrow-
ing the spot downtown. She joined 
him in 2006 and created the studio 
and gallery there. Another goal 
she has is to bring supplies from 
that studio so they can host their 
popular “Paint Your Own Pottery” 
events in the Main Street location.
 “I enjoy art and enjoy teaching it,” 
she said simply.
 Right now, she teaches wheel 
throwing and off ers the popular 
Paint Your Own Pottery experience 
at the 8th St. studio. Folks can come 
in, choose a piece, glaze it and after 

it is fi red, in one week they can re-
trieve the fi nished artwork they’ve 
created.
 During the Holiday Pottery 
Show, which starts the week after 
Th anksgiving and runs through 
December, artists will be demon-
strating their work and it’s still to 
be decided whether this will be at 
the gallery or the Kiln Doctor site 
on 8th Street.

 Arline said she’s been an artist all 
her life, and after her former hus-
band died in 2004, she started do-
ing pottery the year after.
 “It was very therapeutic,” she 
said. “It helped me to get through 
the fi rst year or two.”
 After she met Kiln Doctor’s Mi-
chael Swauger, she moved from 
Pennsylvania to Front Royal and 
several of her children have made 
their home here also.
 “Painting is my fi rst love, and 
when I fi rst started with clay, at fi rst 
I couldn’t see the end result,” she 
explained. “I throw pots now, but I 
always came back to painting on it.”
 She pointed to the shelves hold-
ing her pottery with pictures on it 
and said, “Th is type of work.”
 Th ree family members work here 
in the gallery, Crystal, Holly and 
Elizabeth. Crystal makes gnomes 
and paints them. Holly creates a 
variety of ornaments as well, some 
with Front Royal motifs.
 Arline pointed out that the Ex-
plore Art and Clay-the Gallery is 

The Explore Art and Clay Gallery with pottery, artwork, photographs and 
gifts is located at 501 E. Main Street downtown in Front Royal.

Holly, Crystal and Arline Link form the base of the new Explore Art and 
Clay Gallery on Front Royal’s Main Street.
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Arline Link holds one of her plates showing the sun, trees and mountains 
that are part of the local scenery.

Pottery, artwork and gifts from local artists are displayed in the Explore 
Art and Clay Gallery.

her business, but they are keeping 
the studio on 8th Street.
 “We opened on June 1 with a soft 
opening, and people are starting 
to come here,” she added. “We’ll 
have the Grand Opening in about 
a month and will be giving out 
coupons for people to come in and 
paint and special ornaments or a 
small gift.”
 The shop has a wonderful variety 
of items to choose from, identified 
with names of the artists who cre-
ated them. The “To Go Kits” are 

popular with out-of-town visitors, 
giving children something to do on 
vacation.
 “We do a mixture of things. Ev-
erything is handmade and one-of-a 
kind and we suggest to people, ‘If 
you see something you like, get it 
now because it may not be here 
next time you come,’” she said. 
 Crystal added that the gallery, “Is 
great for people traveling through. 
We recently sold two paintings to a 
guy traveling to Israel!”
 Recently, they’ve been getting 

a lot of foot traffic from visitors, 
including friends and others who 
already know about them from 
Northern Virginia, surrounding 
states, local customers and new 
people from as far away as Florida, 
Maine and California.
 The past years’ closings due to 
Covid-19 restrictions are still a part 
of conversations when speaking 
with local business owners, partic-
ularly ones who have participated 
in the effort to stay afloat. Several 
have seen last summer’s closing of 
Main Street on weekends as a posi-
tive thing.
 During that time, they were able 
to stay in business and the family 
got creative by setting up the “To 
Go Kits.” The kits can be found for 
sale at the gallery.
 “Closing through Covid proved 
that we (local and downtown busi-
nesses) could work together,” she 
said. “We sat on Main Street on 
Saturdays and Sundays.”
 Five years ago, they started their 
Paint Your Own events, with a 
huge selection of pottery for people 
to paint. 
 Their Paint Your Own parties 
have a local following, attracting 
such diverse groups as the Social 
Services Agency and kids from 

daycare classes. Members from 
the Warren County Senior Cen-
ter helped paint the bowls for the 
annual event that allows people 
to buy one of Arline’s handmade 
bowls from participating stores on 
Main Street then get it filled with 
soup at local restaurants. Proceeds 
go to House of Hope, the local 
men’s shelter. 
 To invite the community to 
get comfortable with pottery and 
painting it, she draws the outline 
on the clay pieces, and folks can 
color them in. 
 “All kinds of people want to do 
it, kids from Kindergarten age to 
90 years old,” Crystal said. “Mom 
does a lot of work to make them 
and made 270 bowls in one month. 
People love getting them.”
 Arline teaches wheel thrown 
pottery classes and holds various 
workshops at the 8th Street studio. 
Walk ins are welcome during open 
hours. 
 They say on the website, “Date 
night, Girls Night Out, Mommy 
and Me, we do them all! We will 
even bring the painting to you for 
your private event. Call for pricing 
and availability.”
 For at least twice a month for the 
upcoming holidays, they will be of-

fering handmade ornament work-
shops at the studio with zombies 
and pumpkins for Halloween, and 
turkeys for Thanksgiving. Dates 
and times will be posted on their 
Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/AJLcrafts/.
 Arline firmly believes that any-
one willing to try, can make some-
thing with good results. 
 “A lot of people are afraid to try 
clay, but don’t be afraid to come in. 
We’re there to help and will walk 
you through it!” she said emphati-
cally.
 Arline’s history proves that she 
has kept her creative side active.
 “I loved art classes in school but 
didn’t go to college. I got married 
and had four kids, and took classes 
here and there,” she related. “Any 
time my kids wanted to do some-
thing; I gave them the opportunity.”
 Kids Clay Club for school age 
children is on Thursdays from 
4-5:30 p.m. Each week the kids get 
to make something new. 
 Explore Art and Clay Hours are: 
Mon.-Thurs 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
 Fri.- Sat 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. Sundays 
12-4 p.m. Call (540) 636-6019 or 
visit https://www.facebook.com/
AJLcrafts/ Find on Facebook at 
www.fb.com/ Explore Art and Clay.
 The Kiln Doctor pottery studio/
gallery is located at 100 E. 8th St. 
in Front Royal. For equipment re-
pair and sales call (877) 545-6362 
or visit www.thekilndoctor.com

– carol@areaguides.com

Keller Williams Realty
210 E, Main St. Front Royal, VA 22630 • 540-551-3826

8100 Ashton Ave., Ste 103  Manassas, VA 20109 • 703-330-2222
Joyce Larkin, Principal Broker

KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY is proud to announce 
our latest affi liation with an exceptional realtor in 
the Front Royal area.

 Debra Siksay

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY  DEBRA!
After 20 years as a business owner, Information Technology Recruiter, and Sales 
Professional, Debra chose a career in Real Estate. Using her vast experience and 
large sphere of influence, Debra has built outstanding client relationships and provides 
home buyers and sellers with professional guidance throughout any transaction.

Debra said, “the most rewarding part of my job is the opportunity to help my clients in 
ways that are life changing.” Real Estate gives me that satisfaction as I help them with 
one of the most important assets of their life: their home.” The real estate transaction 
can be stressful and having an agent that will help in getting the best price for your 
home is key. It is her desire to be your Realtor for Life.

Debra has been licensed in Virginia since 2017. She has now happily joined Keller 
Williams Realty as a sales associate in Front Royal, VA. KW will provide Debra and all 
her clients with state-of-the-art technology to list, market, or manage properties, and 
take care of the entire transaction from beginning to end with worldwide exposure.

Royal Plaza Shopping CenterRoyal Plaza Shopping Center
477-H South St. Front Royal477-H South St. Front Royal

540-622-6845540-622-6845

S & S Tobacco LLCS & S Tobacco LLC

‘Always Service 
with a Smile!’  
WE OFFER: 

Special Orders, 
Cigars, Smoking 
Accessories and 

Cigar Bars for Any 
Gatherings!M-F 9-5, Sat. 9-3

Illustrated book for Raised 
Bed Vegetable Gardening!

*  Also Makes a great Gift!  *

No Rototilling – No Gas or Oil – No Mechanic 
No Pollution 

Less Water & Fertilizer & Weeding 
Environmentally Friendly 

Simplistic Raised Bed Vegetable Garden 
Less to No Crop loss – 24/7 access – Less bending over 

1/3 the space of Flat garden – Increased crop yield 

Fabrication/Installation/Planting 
No mud – No water ponding – No rocks – No clay  

Less labor - Less garden pesticides – Multiple crops 

Minimized Cost - Maximized Output 
For Beginner’s, Novice’s, and Intermediates. 
Convert from Flat to Raised and be Amazed! 

AAuutthhoorr::  RRiicchh  SSaannkkoovviicchh  --  WWiinncchheesstteerr,,  VViirrggiinniiaa  

Send Check for $6.99/one copy or 
$12.50/two copies to:

 SRBG Publications
2962 Middle Road

Winchester, Va. 22602
Sales tax and shipping included in price.

RAISED-BED 
GARDENING!!



Page 10  •  Warren/Frederick County Report  •  Mid September, 2021

SOL scores down across the board in Warren County
EDA Chair states total civil damages right around $21 million, including $12 million in loans
By Thomas Sayre
Warren/Frederick County Report
 
 The Warren County School 
Board during its regular meet-
ing on Wednesday, September 1 
conducted the normal business 
of meeting  decorum, trying not 
to allow the meeting to spin out of 
control as it did at its prior regular 
meeting with members from the 
audience yelling at each other.
 First, Vice-Chair Catherine R. 
Bower called the meeting to or-
der followed by the Pledge of Al-
legiance and a moment of silence.
 Then the board moved to accept 
or modify the agenda and accept-
ed the agenda as presented. Next 
on the agenda is what the board 
calls “Community Participation.” 
People from the audience can sign 
up and speak before board mem-
bers.
 At this point Bower read from a 
prepared statement for about two 
minutes what she called “a little 
public announcement” about an 
event that occurred at one of their 
schools that caused a disruption 
within our schools and commu-
nity. Apparently,  a male student 
carried and waved a Confederate 
flag in a hallway.
 Bower read, “The School Board 

ensures a safe learning environ-
ment for all students, staff, and 
community members. We ensure 
an inclusive environment where 
we value each individual. Warren 
County Public Schools does not 
discriminate and has no tolerance 
for discrimination based on sex, 
sexual orientation, gender, gender 
identity, race, color, national ori-
gin, disability, religion, ancestry, 
age, marital status, pregnancy, 
childbirth, or related medical con-
ditions, military status, genetic in-
formation, or any other character-
istic protected by law.
 “This commitment is present 
in all of our policies and practices 
concerning staff, students, edu-
cational programs and services, 
and individual entities within the 
board does business.
 “We are here to ensure that stu-
dents can learn in an environment 
that is orderly, supportive, and 
respectful. When that orderly en-
vironment is disrupted, the school 
administration will address all 
situations promptly and privately,” 
read Bower.
 “We understand that students 
do possess a certain level of free 
expression rights under the First 
Amendment. Though they have 
these rights they must not inter-

fere with the educational environ-
ment,” according to the board’s 
statement.
 “We are committed to provid-
ing an orderly, supportive and 
respectful environment on a daily 
basis. We are committed to pro-
viding an education that is open 
and prepares our students to be 
active community members. We 
value individuality and respect 
self-expression; however, we will 
not allow this to interfere with the 
school environment and/or the 
rights of our students,” said Bower.

Community participation

 The board states on the regu-
lar meeting agenda that, “Com-
munity Participation is a time in-
tended for the public to give input 
on relevant school issues and not 
intended to be a question-and-
answer period as this may be the 
first time the board has heard this 
information. Please do not expect 
individual responses or any com-
ment by the board at this time 
but be assured that any concerns 
will be reviewed. Please print your 
name on the sheet at the podium, 
state your name and address, and 
limit your comments to three 
minutes.”  
 Clerk of the School Board Rob 
Ballentine took off his mask and 
read a letter that was submitted 
from Bambi Mayer.
 Mayer asked, “What do we have 
to show for the last year and a half 
of hysteria, other than pain, suf-
fering and the loss of our liberties.  
Do we have anything positive to 
show for it? Anything at all?” Add-
ing, “If any of this is as serious as 
we have been led to believe for the 
last year and a half, our southern 
border would have been com-
pletely locked down from illegal 
immigration from day one. Don’t 
you think so?”

 Mayer’s three children all attend 
the Warren County public school 
system.
 First up to speak was Gene Kil-
by, and he read an email statement 
from Kristin Iden.
 Iden wrote, “Generational trau-
ma mixed with racism, which is 
still very much alive in our county, 

make the Confederate flag the 
recognized symbol of hate and 
oppression, very much a concern 
for current students.”   She added 
that she wants a safe learning en-
vironment that does not embrace 
hate as free speech, and also wants 
to support the  LGBTQ  students 
and emphasized that the Virginia 

Gene Kilby reads a statement from Kristin Iden calling the Confederate 
flag the recognized symbol of hate and oppression.
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Department of Education policies 
were not adopted by this board. 
 Gene Kilby then made his per-
sonal comments and said he was 
here to talk about the state of the 
Warren County Public Schools.
 Kilby stated, “Our students’ test 
scores have been suff ering for 
quite a while. We are near the bot-
tom in the state of Virginia. Yet 
instead of focusing on improving 
student performance, we focus on 
distractions that provide no value 
to students’ performance. At this 
last meeting, this room was full of 
adults with various opinions on 

the transgender bathroom. Th e 
Virginia Department of Education 
had already mandated what we 
needed to do.
 “Th e laws are simple, you can-
not discriminate. Th is past week 
the (United States) Supreme 
Court made a transgender student 
a very rich man.”
 Kilby said Gavin Grimm was 
barred from using the boy’s 
bathroom. According to Kilby, 
the  Gloucester County School 
District  School Board will have 
to pay 1.3 million dollars plus at-
torney fees and the lawsuit lasted 

approximately three years.
 “We do not need leaders that 
are willing to expose the county 
to unnecessary lawsuits, espe-
cially when the subject matter has 
already been litigated. Don’t let 
personal opinions and personal 
religious  beliefs  cloud your good 
judgment. Tell your constituents 
the cold hard facts,” added Kilby. 
 Kilby also spoke in favor of 
wearing a mask in school and get-
ting vaccinated.
 “Th e situation at Skyline High 
School, in my view, was appalling. 
We just cannot have these kinds of 
situations in schools,” Kilby said.
 Mike Mayer spoke next and said 
things have changed and unfortu-
nately not for the better.
 Mayer stated, “I would  like  to 
apologize to everyone, unfortu-
nately not such a crowd as I hoped 
for, who were here at last month’s 
meeting and were deprived of 
their right to speak when things 
got shut down prematurely by a 
rabid mob. And to be sure I extend 
that apology equally to the mem-
bers of that group who themselves 
lost their opportunity to speak in 
the process of shutting me down 
and turning the meeting into a 
melee.
 “I have no intention of making 
any eff ort to deprive any of you, 
your freedom to speak tonight, or 
ever.”
 Mayer added that the Standards 
of Learning (SOL) scores have 
plummeted, “A 10% drop in Eng-
lish and reading. A 28% drop in 
math. 29% drop in science. And 
that is just in one year,” he said.
 Th e Consent Agenda passed 
unanimously. 
 On the Action Agenda there 
were numerous discussions re-
garding pay increases to employ-
ees of the school system with the 
following fi nancial reasoning: 
“Th e additional annual cost of 
(increased dollar amount) … will 
be covered by savings from staff  
turnover.”  
 Later in the meeting the board 
approved a $1,042,643.80 ex-
penditure for architectural and 
engineering services for the 
HVAC replacement at Blue Ridge 
Technical Center and the HVAC 
replacement renovations for Les-
lie Fox Keyser Elementary School 
(LFKEM). 
 Th e scope of the renovations 
includes replacement of all HVAC 
equipment and associate systems 
including acoustical suspended 
ceiling systems and lighting at 
Blue Ridge Technical Center and 
the HVAC upgrades/replace-
ments, ADA restroom upgrades, 
new ceilings, lights, paint, fl oor-

ing,  demising partitions between 
classrooms and enhanced physical 
security to include a new secured 
entrance vestibule at LFKEM.  

EDA civil suit

 Th rough text messages, we 
asked a series of questions of Jeff  
Browne, Chair of the Warren 
County EDA.
 Q  How much are the damages 
in the civil suit versus Jennifer 
McDonald and all of the defen-
dants?  Is the provable amount 
misappropriated approximately 
$20,700,000?”
 A Right around 21 million, cor-
rect.”
 Q  So the amount of prov-
able losses from McDonald and 
others to the EDA, Front Royal 
and Warren County is around 
$21,000,000?”
 A Th at’s what we found and put 
into the complaint. Roughly $12 
million from ITFederal and $9 
million from other defalcations. 
Conspiracy was alleged in the 
complaint which gave us the abil-
ity to also sue for treble damages.
 Q Th anks, so the damages from 
the deal with ITFederal is $12 
million, and $9 million from the 
other embezzlements and misap-
propriations?
 A “Yes.”
 Q  Th e ITFederal loan is $10 
million. Are you adding up the 

damages of a [what has been de-
scribed as a] terrible deal ($2 mil-
lion) to get to $12 million?
 A  No, he (Truc Tran, also 
known as Curt Tran, president of 
ITFederal LLC)  was also ‘loaned’ 
$2 million to pay for construction 
costs of his building. Browne add-
ed that, “McDonald is the com-
monality of both, which is how the 
treble damages can be applied.”
 Treble damages are triple the 
amount of the actual damages.
 Q  So it comes down to trying 
to collect $21 million with treble 
damages. Has that fi gure changed 
during the course of the civil law-
suit? I hear $23 million some-
times?
 A  It hasn’t changed, though a 
couple of minor defendants were 
released from the suit as more in-
formation was discovered and de-
cisions were made whether it was 
worth legal costs to pursue action 
against judgment proof defen-
dants. I can come up with an exact 
fi gure that is alleged in the com-
plaint. $21 million is commonly 
used. Browne added “ITFederal is 
a moving target since Tran is pay-
ing on the loans.”
 Q  And Tran is current on the 
[two] loan deals making it diffi  cult 
to make him give it back or rene-
gotiate the loans?
 A Can’t discuss it in detail, but 
we are on top of it.”

– tom@areaguides.com

540-636-2008

973 BUCK MOUNTAIN ROAD973 BUCK MOUNTAIN ROAD
BENTONVILLE, VA 22610BENTONVILLE, VA 22610

HIDDENSPRINGSSENIORLIVING.COMHIDDENSPRINGSSENIORLIVING.COM

CALL TODAY -CALL TODAY -
Put Your Mind at Ease!Put Your Mind at Ease!

24/7 CARE | ASSISTED LIVING24/7 CARE | ASSISTED LIVING || SECURESECURE MEMORY CAREMEMORY CARE

FIRE PIT FRIDAYS
Enjoy a 9 Hole Golf Game with Prizes then stay and relax with LIVE 
MUSIC by these great musicians & The Fire Pit, Bar & Food. Open 
to the Public. Bring your own chair or blanket. (No cover charge, no 
outside food or drinks.)

6pm - 9pm

134 Golf Club CirCle, front royal, Va  •  540-636-4653

Robbie Limon
Oct 29

Bryan Stuzman
Sept 10, Oct 8

Dan Barry
Oct 15

Rich Follett
Sept 17

Ryan Jewel
Sep 24

Shenandoah Valley Golf ClubShenandoah Valley Golf Club
Shortness of Breath

Oct 22
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2021 August Indictments
July Term

Christopher Allen Rhoades 
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about March 24, 2021, in the 
County of Warren, Christopher Al-
len Rhoades, 33, of the 700 block 
of Joans Farm Rd., Bentonville, VA 
22610, did unlawfully and felonious-
ly, having received a visible or audi-
ble signal from a law-enforcement 
officer to bring his motor vehicle 
to a stop, drive such motor vehicle 
in a willful or wanton disregard of 
such signal so as to interfere with or 
endanger the operation of the law-
enforcement vehicle or endanger a 

person.

Sarah Nicole Hatchett 
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about January 5, 2021, in the 
County of Warren, Sarah Nicole 
Hatchett, 24 of the 800 block of N. 
Shenandoah Ave., Front Royal, VA 
22630, did unlawfully feloniously, 
knowingly and intentionally pos-
sess a controlled substance, to-wit: 
Eutylone listed in Schedule I of the 
Drug Control Act.

Jack Eugene Mulligan
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about February 21, 2021, in the 

County of Warren, Jack Eugene 
Mulligan, 41, of the 200 block of 
Pine Ridge Dr., Front Royal, VA 
22630, did unlawfully and feloni-
ously, knowingly and intention-
ally possess a controlled substance, 
to-wit: Methamphetamine listed 
in Schedule II of the Drug Control 
Act.

Garland Keith Turner, Jr.
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Garland 
Keith Turner, Jr., 29, of the 200 block 

of Dogwood Ln., Stanley, VA 22851, 
with three counts. COUNT ONE: 
In the County of Warren, Garland 
Keith Turner, Jr., did unlawfully and 
feloniously, knowingly and inten-
tionally possess a controlled sub-
stance, to-wit: Methamphetamine 
Hydrochloride listed in Schedule II 
of the Drug Control Act. COUNT 
TWO: did unlawfully and feloni-
ously after having received a visible 
or audible signal from a law enforce-
ment officer to stop, drive a motor 
vehicle in a willful and wanton disre-

gard of such signal so as to interfere 
with or endanger the operation of 
the law-enforcement vehicle or en-
danger a person. COUNT THREE: 
did unlawfully and feloniously while 
having been the driver of a vehicle 
involved in an accident in which a 
person was injured or an attended 
vehicle or other attended property 
was damaged, did unlawfully and 
feloniously fail to immediately stop 
as close to the scene of the accident 
as possible without obstructing traf-
fic and fail to report the accused’s 

INDICTMENTS

With 3 FREE rounds, discounted rates, range discounts and other 
great benefits will help you play more golf while paying less.

Join the club for $99 and receive the following benefits:

With 3 FREE rounds, discounted rates, range discounts and other 
great benefits will help you play more golf while paying less.

Join the club for $99 and receive the following benefits:

 Receive a point for every dollar you spend. Points
 can be redeemed for free golf or the driving range.
 3 Free 18 Hole Rounds of Golf with Cart
• 50% off Range Balls
• Preferred Tournament Rates
• 1 Guest Pass at Eagle Club Rate
• 10% off In-stock / Non-Sale Merchandise
 Winter Weekday Special January / February
 (Players Fee of $15 Includes Cart)
• Offer good for a limited time.

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

Join the club for $129 and receive the following benefi ts:

Bowling Green Country Club
838 Bowling Green Rd. Front Royal
bowlinggreencountryclub.net

540-635-2024
info@bowlinggreencc.com

$20 Anytime
Monday–Friday

$25 Anytime
Weekends & Holidays

TWO
Beautiful 
Courses!

Tired of 
Paying High 
Green Fees?

to schedule your FREE in-home consultation
CALL BY JUNE 30

BOGO 
40% OFF

Call for details

855-843-5174

Now Offering Commercial & Residential

Electrical Services
Home Repairs • Remodeling

Decks • Fences
Junk Removal • And More!

Christoff Construction LLC
Serving Stephens City and Beyond
703-895-7711 | www.christoffconstruction.com

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates
CALL NOW!
703-895-7711
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Warren/Frederick County Business Directory
Advertising

Alison Duvall .........................540-551-2072

Attorneys
Douglas Harold .................... 540-869-0040
Georgia Rossiter ....................540-535-2001

Auto Dealers & Service
Malloy Toyota ........................540-678-1791
Matthews Auto Center ............540-636-7567
Marlow Motors .....................540-635-4158
Bill Long’s Auto Care Clinic ..... 540-635-2455

Banks
City National Bank ............... BankAtCity.com

Cabin Rental
Hot Tub Heaven .....................540-636-1694

Computer Sales & Service
Royal Oak Computers .............540-635-7064

Dentists
Thomas Family Dentistry ........ 540-465-3980

Driving Instruction
Aadvanced Driving Instruction ..540-635-9015

Eckankar
Virginia Satsang Society ........... eckankar.org

Electricity Service Providers
Rappahannock Electric Coop ... 800-552-3904

Farmer’s Markets
Woodbine Farm Market ...........540-465-2729

Gifts & Collectibles
Mountain Mystic ....................540-635-6318
On Second Thought ............... 540-465-2655
Dusty’s Country Store ............ 540-522-5083

Golf Courses
Bowling Green Country Club ... 540-635-2024
Shenandoah Valley Golf Club ... 540-636-4653

Guitar Instruction
Phil Zuckerman ..................... 540-514-0788

Gyms / Fitness Instruction
Fitness Evolution .................. 540-636-3400

Handyman Services
BS Build/Remodel/Handyman ... 540-551-2673

Hardware Stores
Ramsey True Value Front Royal .540-635-2547
Ramsey True Value Berryville ...540-955-1900

Hearing Centers
A� ordable Hearing Care ..........540-233-1940

Heating & Air Conditioning
AireServ ............................... 540-551-8312

Home Remodeling, Repair, Electrical
Christo�  Construction ..............703-895-7711

Hospitals
Warren Memorial Hospital ...... 540-636-0300
Winchester Medical Center ..... 540-536-8000

Junk Yards
Hillbilly’s Bentonville Junkyard . 540-636-2671

Lawn Care
A&J’s Lawn Care .....................540-816-2174
Conway Lawn Care ................ 540-975-2313
Pacifi c Landscaping ............... 540-313-2721

Mortgages
Greg Lynch - CBM .................. 540-305-9838

Museums
Belle Grove Plantation ........... 540-869-2028

Pets
Shear Elegance .................... 540-622-8085
Spicewood Flats ....................540-635-8979

Real Estate Agents & Brokers
Beth Waller ...........................540-671-6145
Melanie Hamel ...................... 540-671-3369
Tana Ho� man ........................540-671-1994
Ken Thurman ........................ 540-749-2613
Martha Buracker ................... 540-671-6349
Sandra Strickler ....................540-671-0020
Crystal Elliott ........................540-671-5850
Kathy McLendon ....................540-622-7698
Sharon Cales ........................ 540-683-1370
Jennifer Avery ...................... 540-683-0790
Rocco Christo�  .......................703-895-7711
Team Daniels ........................540-683-7550

Roofers
Hamrick’s ............................540-631-0666

Schools
Dynamic Life Christian School . 540-636-9595

Senior Living
Hidden Springs Senior Living ... 540-636-2008
Shenandoah Senior Living .......540-635-7923

Tanning Salons
Beach Bum Front Royal .......... 540-635-6466
Beach Bum Winchester .......... 540-545-8895

Tires
Tony’s Tires ..........................540-551-0922

Advertise Your Business Here
Call or Text Alison Duvall:

540-551-2072

Warren/Frederick County Report Alison Duvall
Sales Manager

P.O. Box 500P.O. Box 500
Front Royal, VA  22630Front Royal, VA  22630

Call/Text: 540-551-2072Call/Text: 540-551-2072
alisond@warrencountyreport.comalisond@warrencountyreport.com

name, address, driver’s license num-
ber, and vehicle registration number 
forthwith to the State Police or lo-
cal law enforcement agency, to the 
person struck and injured or to the 
driver or some other occupant of 
the vehicle collided with or to the 
custodian of the other damaged 
property. Th e accident resulted in 
damage to property valued at $1,000 
or more.
Date of the off enses was on or about 
February 22, 2021.

Alicia Renee Knott 
 Th e Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about February 22, 2021, in the 
County of Warren, Alicia Renee 
Knott, 22, of the 600 block of Judy 
Ln., Stanley, VA 22851, did unlaw-
fully, in violation of and feloniously, 
knowingly and intentionally pos-
sess a controlled substance, to-wit: 
Methamphetamine Hydrochloride 
listed in Schedule II of the Drug 
Control Act.

Nikki Ann Denton 
 Th e Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about February 20, 2021, in the 
County of Warren, Nikki Ann Den-
ton, 35, of the 500 block of N. Royal 
Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630, did 
unlawfully and feloniously, know-
ingly and intentionally possess a 
controlled substance, to-wit: Meth-
amphetamine Hydrochloride listed 
in Schedule II of the Drug Control 
Act.

John Lewis Melvin
 Th e Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about June 12, 2021, in the Coun-
ty of Warren, John Lewis Melvin, 40, 
of the 500 block of Harris Dr., Front 
Royal, VA 22630, did unlawfully and 
feloniously steal property having 
a value of less than one thousand 
dollars ($1000), belonging to Rural 
King and having previously been 
convicted on two or more other oc-
casions within the Commonwealth 
or other jurisdiction of larceny, an 
off ense deemed or punishable as 
larceny, or a substantially similar of-
fense.

Joshua Lynn Ferris
 Th e Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about February 28, 2021, in the 
County of Warren, Joshua Lynn 
Ferris, 30, of the 100 block of Aver-
ell Ave., Winchester, VA 22601, did 
unlawfully and feloniously, know-
ingly and intentionally possess a 
controlled substance, to-wit: Meth-
amphetamine listed in Schedule II 
of the Drug Control Act.

Long Van Duong
 Th e Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about September 25, 2020, in 
the County of Warren, Long Van 
Duong, 37, of the 14000 block of 
Stream Pond Dr., Centreville, VA 
20120, did unlawfully and feloni-
ously, knowingly and intentionally 
possess a controlled substance, to-

wit: Methamphetamine listed in 
Schedule II of the Drug Control Act.

Eric Levi Jenkins
 Th e Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on or 
about January 2, 2021, in the County 
of Warren, Eric Levi Jenkins, 33, of 
the 6700 block of U.S. Hwy. 340 Ri-
leyville, VA 22650, did unlawfully 
and feloniously, knowingly and in-
tentionally possess a controlled sub-
stance listed in Schedule I or Sched-
ule II of the Drug Control Act.

A Grand Jury Indictment is only a 
charge and not evidence of guilt. Th e 
defendants are entitled to a fair trial 
with the burden on the government 
to prove guilt beyond a reasonable 
doubt.

MATTERS
WHAT

WHATMATTERSW2.COMBETH
ASSOCIATE BROKER

My listings are selling so fast and for much more than sellers expect! Please 
call me for a no-obligation consultation to see what your home could be worth!

540-671-6145  •  beth@whatmattersw2.com

Learn more about WHAT MATTERS Partners at www.whatmattersw2.com

88 Long Winding Rd.
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-671-6145

210 E Main St.
Front Royal, VA 22630

703-330-2222

Get your FREE Information Kit
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits 
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for 
similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: 
P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance
If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get 
back on track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company now for inexpensive dental insurance. 
Get help paying for the dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist  
couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-844-852-6401 

Dental50Plus.com/14

BUILDING, REMODELING 
& HANDYMAN SERVICEBS

Replacement Windows • Siding Decks 
& Porches • Roof Repair Additions 

Finished Basements • Fine Carpentry • Ceramic 
Tile Interior & Exterior Painting • Floor Covering 

 Tree & Yard Work • Power Washing

Call Buck
(540) 551-2673
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 Friday, September 10, 2021: Sun-
ny, with a high near 77. Northwest 
wind 7 to 9 mph.
 Friday Night: Patchy fog after 5am. 
Otherwise, clear, with a low around 
51. Light west wind.
 Saturday: Patchy fog before 8am. 
Otherwise, sunny, with a high near 82. 
Light southwest wind.
 Saturday Night: Clear, with a low 
around 59. Light southwest wind.
 Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 89.
 Sunday Night: Mostly clear, with a 
low around 63.
 Monday: Sunny, with a high near 
90.
 Monday Night: Mostly clear, with a 
low around 65.
 Tuesday: Sunny, with a high near 

90.
 Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with 
a low around 66.
 Wednesday: A chance of showers 
and thunderstorms. Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 89. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 30%.
 Wednesday Night: A chance of 
showers and thunderstorms. Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 64. Chance 
of precipitation is 30%.
 Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 
86. 

Ask Stewart

Dear Stewart,

 Last spring my trees had orange 
blobs attached that looks like a sea 

anemone with little finger tentacles 
hanging out all over.  What’s going on?

– Lucy

 That is most likely Cedar Apple 
Rust (Gymnosporangium juniperi-
virginianae) a fungal disease that de-
pends on two species to spread and 
develop. Rusts are fungi that will not 
kill their hosts, although repeated in-
fections of this pathogen can seriously 
weaken and destroy the health of sus-
ceptible plants. There is even a term 
for pathogens that require living hosts: 
biotrophs (in contrast to necrotrophs, 
pathogens that kill their host and live 
off the dead tissue).
 It spends a portion of its two-year 
life cycle on Eastern red cedar (Junipe-
rus virginiana). The pathogen’s spores 
develop in late fall on the juniper as a 
reddish brown gall on young branches 
of the trees. As the spring showers be-
gin, the galls grow and release spores, 
which are carried by the wind to infect 
apple and crabapple trees. There, they 
develop into a disease that causes red 
spots to occur on the leaves, and that 
can deform the fruit.
 The damage done to the leaves 
greatly affects the apple trees’ ability 
to gather sunlight and nutrients from 
the air, damaging its health and fruit 
production, and in some cases causing 
death. The fungus cannot be trans-
ferred from apple tree to apple tree, or 
from juniper to juniper. The following 
year, spores are released from the ap-
ple trees that, in turn, infect the juni-
pers. The disease is extremely prolific 
during wet years.
 The best way to control cedar ap-
ple rust is to prevent infection using 

a mixture of cultural methods and 
chemical treatments. If you see the le-
sions on the apple leaves or fruit, it is 
too late to control the fungus. In that 
case, you should focus on purging in-
fected leaves and fruit from around 
your tree.
 Don’t plant junipers near rust-sus-
ceptible plants, which include both 
apples and crabapples. Consider resis-
tant apple varieties, such as ‘Freedom,’ 
‘Liberty,’ ‘Redfree,’ or ‘William’s Pride.’ 
And also destroy wild or unwanted 
apples, crabapples, or junipers, so 
they won’t infect your apple tree.
 Since the juniper galls are the 
source of the spores that infect the 
apple trees, cutting them is a sound 
strategy if there aren’t too many of 
them. The best way to do this is to 
prune the branches about 4-6 inches 
below the galls. You will want to disin-
fect your pruning shears, so you don’t 
spread the infection. Dip them in 10% 
bleach or alcohol for at least 30 sec-
onds between cuts.
 There are also chemical options 
which you can research online for 
your particular situation.
 Your Pal in the Trees,

– Stewart
 The Front Royal/Warren County 
Tree Steward program began in 1997 
with volunteers dedicated to improv-
ing the health of trees by providing 
educational programs, tree planting 
and care demonstrations, and tree 
maintenance throughout the commu-
nity. The group now consists of over 30 
active members with several interns 
working toward becoming certified tree 
stewards from our annual “All About 
Trees Class”. Each month Stewart will 
answer a question from our readers. 

Please forward it to “Stewart” in care 
of: 

frwctreestewards@comcast.net 
and we may publish it in a future issue. 
Please visit our website at:

www.treesfrontroyal.org

ENGLE’S ANGLE:
“It’s a Nice Box”

by Kevin S. Engle

 “We have a problem.”
 I never like it when my wife says 
that, and what comes next is usually 
worse.
 Let’s back up a bit.
 You may remember we’d recently 
ordered a new TV.
 We got the TV.
 But no TV stand.
 I thought there’d be some kind of 
basic stand included with it.
 I thought wrong.

On Second Thought Consign & Thrift

Check out our Facebook Page for 
Weekly Updated Pictures & SALE Information

TWO Locations!
476 North Main St.

(former Ben Franklin Store)
WOODSTOCK  540-459-2655
390 East King Street, Suite 6

(Beside Blue Ridge Hospice Thrift Shop)
STRASBURG  540-465-2655

WOODSTOCKWOODSTOCK

STRASBURG
Three Generations, Two Locations, One Goal

Come in Soon and See what Everyone is talking about! We’re an Upscale Consignment Store but we 
have DAILY Sales of 25% to 90% OFF! EVERY WEEK we put THOUSANDS of “New to Us” Items 
that come from our over 5,500 consignors. We have Unique, Vintage and Antique Items from Estates, 
Clothing and Shoes for the Entire Family (some new with tags) , Home Décor, Housewares, Jewelry, 
Antiques, Purses, Linens, Toys, Furniture, over 12,000 DVDs (starting at .99). We work hard Every 
Day to provide our customers with the best consignment/shopping experience. Your One Stop Thrift 
Shop with something for everyone. Make the Shift to Thrift!

We are a unique and fun place to shop and are one of the largest Consign & Thrift Stores located 
in the State of Virginia. Now accepting Consignments and Donations.

Both stores are Open Mon-Wed 9-6, Thur, Fri & Sat 9-7 and Closed Sunday.

1-877-636-7566CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading 
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally 
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative 
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 
128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  
License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registra-
tion# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  
Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  
Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

400 Weems Lane  •  Winchester, VA 22601
540-678-1791  •  www.MalloyToyota.com

We Buy Cars too!

www.autocareclinic.comwww.autocareclinic.com

Now offering 11 Service Bays
to get you in and out faster!

We Fix It Right!

• Premier Customer Service
• Free Loaner Cars or

• Shuttle Service!
• Car Care Club Discounts!

Home of Cars Changing Lives Ministry 
Changing a life, one car at a time!

Open  M-F 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Closed weekends for Family Time!

Family owned and operated since 1993

www.autocareclinic.com  
Located off 522 North  

6768 Winchester Road
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 635-BILL (2455)

WE CARE FOR MORE THAN JUST 
YOUR CAR…WE CARE ABOUT YOU!
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 We then ordered a TV stand.
 Which brings us to today.
 After lunch, we took our new TV 
out of the box, just as we’d done the 
week before and carefully laid it down 
on top of the box as instructed in the 
video.
 While my wife deciphered the pic-
tures for the stand showing what went 
where and how, I peeled off two clear 
labels and carefully attached them to 
the correct spots on the back of the 

TV where the screws would go in.
 And that’s when I heard those omi-
nous words.
 “We have a problem.”
 “Huh?”
 “This stand won’t work for us.”
 “Huh?”
 My wife proceeded to explain what 
the problem was in language I could 
understand.
 Put simply, it was a math problem.
 I’ve always liked math.

 The new stand consisted of two legs.  
Each leg attached to an end of the TV.
 And that’s why we had a problem.
 Our current TV’s legs fit more to-
ward the center of the TV.  We as-
sumed this one would be the same.
 Our new television is just a smidge 
under 57 inches wide.
 The piece of furniture we’re setting 
it on is 48 inches wide.
 Being the math expert I am, I know 
that 57 is greater than 48.  Always has 

been, always will be.
 Those new TV legs will be 57 inches 
apart.
 But our piece of furniture is only 48 
inches wide.
 Do you see where this is going?
 I was starting to.
 Those legs won’t be resting on the 
furniture, or anything else.  They’ll be 
useless, sort of like you know who.
 This wasn’t really happening was it?
 It was.
 My wife got upset this time.
 “God dang!  #^$@@#^&!!!”
 And why was she miffed?  Because 
she’d picked the stand.  Last time I was 
the one who’d goofed.
 I actually remained rather calm.
 I was beginning to accept the fact 
we may never get to enjoy our new TV.  
The box was nice.  We could look at it.
 I then peeled those two stickers off 
the back of the TV and repackaged the 
legs and other parts in the box.  And it 
all actually fit, a miracle in itself.
 Judy got online to look at stands and 

then chatted with Best Buy to make 
sure the one she liked would work be-
fore we ordered it.
 Of course it was more money than 
the first one.
 We put the TV back in the box, 
again, and propped it against the wall.
 It’s a nice box.
 The stand arrived two days later.
 While she figured everything out, I 
did what she told me to.  After only a 
few hours, our new TV and stand were 
in place.  And somehow, I managed 
to hook up everything correctly and 
press the right buttons when setting it 
up.
 Voila.  The TV actually works like 
it’s supposed to.
 I’m keeping the box though.
 It’s a nice box.
 The author didn’t play with card-
board boxes when he was a kid.  He 
may play with this one.

– kevinengle456@comcast.net
 The Best of Engle’s Angle is available 
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Shenandoah Senior Living
103 Lee Burke Road

Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-7923

Introducing Our New Memory Care Unit
Please call us today to schedule your in-person tour of our 
beautiful Assisted Living and Memory Care Community. Quality 
healthcare for your loved one at a price you can afford.

Please check us out on Facebook or on our website at:  shenandoahsl.com

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER

IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires Sept 30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2021 BCI Acrylic Inc.

866-491-9867

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

  FOR 18 MONTHS**

• 900+ Authorized Dealers 
in North America

• Factory-Trained & Certifi ed Installers
• Limited Lifetime Warranty
• Made in the U.S.A.

$500 Off*

OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

Mon - Sat 10-6  •  Sunday 11-4  •  216 E Main Street Front Royal

25% OFF* thru Oct. 30th w/coupon *$25 
minimum

NEW: Patriotic Shirts and Mugs!
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online or pick up a signed copy at a lo-
cal bookstore.

The Reverend Bertina J. H. Westley, 
courtesy Westley Family

Stephens City United Methodist 
Church welcomes new pastor

 Th e Reverend Bertina J. H. Westley 

was born and raised on the south side 
of Chicago, Illinois.  She drinks from a 
White Sox cup every day, despite not 
having seen a baseball game in years. 
 She earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Justice Systems from Tru-
man State University in Kirksville, 
Missouri and has served in both civil-
ian and sworn jobs in the law enforce-
ment fi eld (police dispatcher, alarm 
coordinator, and police offi  cer). While 
serving as a police offi  cer in Kansas 
City, Missouri, Pastor Bertina an-
swered God’s call to a vocation in min-
istry. She attended Saint Paul School 
of Th eology in Leawood, Kansas and 
graduated with a Master of Divinity 
degree.
 Pastor Westley was licensed, then 
commissioned for ministry in the 
Virginia Conference. Prior to being 
appointed to Stephens City United 
Methodist Church (SCUMC), she 
served congregations in the York River 
and Eastern Shore Districts. Before 

being licensed, she was the Director 
of Youth and Family Ministries at a 
church in Great Falls (Arlington Dis-
trict). She enjoys being in ministry 
within the community and cherishes 
the teaching of 1 John 3:18, “Little 
children, let us love, not in word or 
speech, but in truth and action.” (New  
Revised Standard Version (NRSV))
 Pastor Westley is married to Vince 
and has two wonderful sons. In her 
spare time, she enjoys reading mys-
teries and movies and listening to a 
variety of podcasts.  She is a member 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incor-
porated.
 SCUMC was the fi rst Methodist 
Society organized in the Shenandoah 
Valley.
 In 1778, the Lower Shenandoah 
Valley fi rst appeared in the Minutes of 
the Baltimore Conference under the 
name of “Birkley” Circuit, to which 
Rev. Edward Bailey was appointed as 
itinerant minister.

 Based on the book, ”Early Days 
and Methodism in Stephens City, Vir-
ginia,” by Inez Virginia Steele, Second 
Edition, published 1994 and from re-
cords maintained in the church library 
archives such as Conference Journals 
and clergy appointment lists, Pastor 
Westley will serve as the congrega-
tions 173rd diff erent minister (esti-
mated) since the Church was infor-
mally established in 1775.
 See SCUMC Ministers of Record: 
https://stephenscityumc.org/about-
us/ministers-of-record/

Rockland Road Railroad Crossing 
Closure

 Th e Norfolk Southern Railroad 
(NSR) notifi ed the Warren Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Offi  ce the morning of 
09/07/2021 that the railroad was clos-
ing the crossing at Rockland Road 
for track repair and maintenance.  A 
representative from the NFR stated 
that they are optimistic that the proj-
ect will be completed within the next 
several days, with Th ursday being the 
earliest expected completion date. 
 Th e Warren County Emergency 
Communications Center notifi ed area 
residents of the closure today using 
Facebook and also the county RAVE 
Alert system, which sends an auto-
mated message to registered emails, 
cellphones and landline phone num-
bers. Motorists are being asked to use 

alternate routes such as Fairground 
Road, Ashby Station Road, or Morgan 
Ford Road.  
 Sheriff  Mark Butler has been in 
contact with the NSR to express his 
concern regarding the unannounced 
closure, and wishes the public to know 
that he has also been contacting our 
State elected offi  cials about the exces-
sive impeding of public and private 
roads in the county by the railway 
when trains are stopped on the tracks 
for unacceptable periods of time.

Parsons Named County Offi  ce of 
Economic Development Director

 Fauquier County Administrator 
Paul McCulla announced Sept. 3 that 
Douglas Parsons has been named the 
Economic Development Director for 
Fauquier County. Mr. Parsons most 
recently served as the Front Royal/
Warren County Executive Director of 
the Industrial Development Authority 
since May 2019. Mr. Parsons will begin 
his new role with Fauquier County on 
October 4, 2021. 
 Mr. Parsons received his Bachelor 
of Science from West Virginia Univer-
sity. Mr. Parsons has over thirty years 
of Economic Development, Project 
Management, workforce and grant 
writing experience including time 
with Front Royal/Warren County; Vir-
ginia Jobs Investments Program; Town 
of Leesburg; and Lewis County, West 
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540-635-7064

Got the Got the 
Computer Computer 

Blues?Blues?

We can help We can help 
with that!with that!

www.facebook.com/royaloakcomputers
www.royaloakcomputers.com

203 E. Main St.
Front Royal, Va.
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Virginia. He brings fourteen years of 
experience as Executive Director of 
local Economic Development Author-
ities.
  In naming Mr. Parsons as Eco-
nomic Development Director, County 
Administrator Paul McCulla stated: 
“Doug is eminently qualifi ed for this 
position and we believe his experi-
ence will help the County continue to 
assist our existing businesses while at-
tracting new business to the County. I 

look forward to working with him to 
implement the Board of Supervisors’ 
vision for Economic Development for 
Fauquier County.”

Staff ord resident arrested after 
investigation by the Blue Ridge 
Narcotics and Gang Task Force

 Th e  Blue Ridge Narcotics and 
Gang Task Force makes an arrest of 
a Staff ord, VA resident on distribu-

tion charges.   Mariana Hand, 47, was 
arrested by the Blue Ridge Narcotics 
and Gang Task Force following an 
undercover operation along the 6400 
block of Village Center Drive in Fau-
quier County. As a result of the opera-
tion 250 Xanax pills, and 54 Percocet 
pills were seized. Hand was arrested 
and charged with one felony count of 
possession with intent to distribute 
schedule I/II drugs and one felony 
count of possession with intent to dis-
tribute schedule IV drugs. Hand was 
transported to Fauquier County Mag-
istrates Offi  ce where she was released 
on $5,000 unsecured bond.
 Th e Blue Ridge Narcotics and Gang 
Task Force is composed of law en-
forcement personnel from the Cul-
peper, Fauquier, Orange, and Rappa-
hannock Sheriff ’s Offi  ces, Culpeper, 
and Warrenton Police Departments 
and the Virginia State Police Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation, Culpeper Field 
Offi  ce.

Jennifer Rae McDonald (fi le photo)

Former EDA Director indicted on 
federal fraud charges

 A federal grand jury in Charlottes-
ville returned an indictment last week 
charging the former executive director 
of the Economic Development Au-
thority of the Town of Front Royal and 
the County of Warren, Virginia [EDA] 
with wire fraud, bank fraud, aggravat-
ed identity theft, and money launder-

ing.
 According to an indictment re-
turned under seal last Wednesday 
and unsealed today, Jennifer Rae Mc-
Donald, 44, of Front Royal, Virginia, 
was the executive director of the EDA 
from April 2008 until December 2018. 
From June 3, 2014 to on or about De-
cember 20, 2018, McDonald devised 
and participated in a scheme to de-
fraud the EDA to obtain money and 
property by means of materially false 
and fraudulent pretenses, representa-
tions, and promises.
 McDonald, through her position 
as executive director at the EDA, had 
access to funds belonging to the EDA 
and, as the indictment alleges, used 
EDA funds to pay on debt owed by her, 
other individuals, and LLCs she con-
trolled, to purchase real property for 
which she often earned commissions 
as a real estate agent, and to purchase 
real property in the name of an LLC 
she controlled.
 McDonald is charged with 16 
counts of money laundering, 10 
counts of bank fraud, seven counts of 
wire fraud, and one count of aggravat-
ed identity theft.  Th e defendant made 
her initial court appearance today and 
was released pending trial.
 Acting U.S. Attorney Daniel P. 
Bubar of the Western District of Vir-
ginia and Special Agent in Charge 
Stanley M. Meador of the FBI’s Rich-
mond Division made the announce-
ment.
 Th e FBI and Virginia State Police 
are investigating the case. Th e FBI re-
ceived information from an investiga-
tion conducted by the Virginia State 
Police.
 Assistant U.S. Attorney Sean Welsh 
is prosecuting the case.

An indictment is merely an allega-
tion and all defendants are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt in a court of law.

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
 Aries, this week you can share 
some secrets that have been trouble-
some. A trusted confi dante may off er 
advice or be willing to serve as a sup-
portive sounding board.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
 Taurus, a welcoming aura is draw-
ing others to you in the days ahead. 
Open yourself to new friendships and 
look for ways to foster these budding 
relationships.  
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
 Gemini, consider what you are go-
ing to aim for next and don’t be afraid 
to take whatever steps necessary to 
put you on a path to success. Your 
confi dence will compel you.
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
 News about investment and career 
possibilities could be brought to your 
attention this week, Cancer. Give 
these situations a lot of attention over 
the next few days.
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
 You are inclined to spend time with 
others in the coming days, Leo. Take 
advantage of opportunities to social-
ize, or take the lead and plan a fun 
get-together with friends.
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
 Virgo, you have a drive like no 
other. Th is can come in handy as you 
actively seek change. A career change 
could be in the cards in due time.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
 Libra, keep aiming to fulfi ll your 
ambitions, even if your approach 
requires a little revision. Th is is an 
amazing period of growth for you, 
and you’ll learn a lot. 
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
 Embark on opportunities that will 
break you out of your comfort zone, 
Scorpio. Th ese can provide some op-
portunities for growth and present 
chances to meet new people.
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
 Sagittarius, your often positive atti-
tude may be challenged in the days to 
come as you are faced with a few situ-
ations you aren’t sure how to handle. 
Take a deep breath and forge ahead.
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
 Capricorn, if you fi nd yourself in 
the spotlight, remember to put your 
best foot forward at all times. Th is 
is especially true in professional set-
tings.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
 Aquarius, your work ethic has been 
unrivaled in recent weeks. Th e sum-
mer vacation season has ended and 
you have gotten back to business. A 
big change is on the horizon.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
 Focus on romance and sensual-
ity this week Pisces. Take the time to 
spend moments with a spouse or sig-
nifi cant other as much as possible.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
SEPTEMBER 5
 Michael Keaton, Actor (70)
SEPTEMBER 6
 Idris Elba, Actor (49)
SEPTEMBER 7
 Kevin Love, Athlete (33)
SEPTEMBER 8
 Pink, Singer (42)
SEPTEMBER 9
 Hunter Hayes, Singer (30)
SEPTEMBER 10
 Coco Rocha, Model (33)
SEPTEMBER 11
 Taraji P. Henson, Actress (51)
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$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

O�er ends 7/14/21.

“All o�ers require credit quali�cation, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 
Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit quali�cation.

2-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE 190 CHANNELS

Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

FREE

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 
Duo DVR ($5 discount for 24 months) or Wally/211

SMART 
HD DVR 

INCLUDED

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 

INCLUDED

FREE
STREAMING 

ON ALL 
YOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICES

FREE
VOICE 

REMOTE

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. 

Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 

1-888-476-3207

$6499

Coming Soon... 
3-BR, 2-BA, one level living 

on 1.5 acres in the country but only 4 miles from town!! Open fl oor plan, gas fi replace in LR, 
covered front porch, back deck, above ground pool, nice shed for storage. Full unfi nished 
basement w/plumbing roughed in for additional bathroom. Wood stove in basement conveys. 
This won’t last long!!
162 Barnett Dr, Front Royal, VA
$385,000 • VAWR2000776

Lovely Rancher in Warren County!

R E A L T O R S®

Martha Buracker, Weichert Realtors - Licensed in Virginia
824 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal, VA 22630

Cell: 540-671-6349  Offi ce:  540-635-8000  
marthaburacker@gmail.com

Open House
Sunday, Sept.19th 1-3

5199 John Marshall Hwy., Strasburg, VA

Playground and mining sluice for the kids!
www.woodbinefarmmarket.com

540-465-2729
FARMING SINCE 1898

FRESH FROM THE GROUND UP

WOODBINE FARM MARKET

Front Royal 
90 Riverton Commons 

540-635-6466

Winchester
157 Market St
540-545-8895
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Sergeant William T. Biedler, 16 years 
old, of Company C, Mosby’s Virginia 

Cavalry Regiment with flintlock 
musket. From the Library of Congress 

Prints and Photographs Division

Mosby’s Men ceremony Sept. 23

 The Col. John S. Mosby Camp, Sons 
of Confederate Veterans, will lead the 
annual “Monument to Mosby’s Men  
Ceremony” commemorating the fall-
en of Mosby’s command at 6 pm on 

Thursday, September 23rd, at Front 
Royal’s Prospect Hill Cemetery. Noted 
author and historian Lieutenant Colo-
nel (retired) Eric Buckland will be the 
speaker. This is a wonderful  opportu-
nity for all to experience the Civil War 
heritage of the region in which we 
live.  In case of inclement weather, the 
ceremony will be held at the Warren 
Rifles Confederate Museum, 95 Ches-
ter Street.

Insam (ginseng) courtesy of National 
Institute of Korean Language

Virginia’s Ginseng Harvest Season 
began September 1

 Protect this valued plant by knowing 

harvesting regulations
 American ginseng is a native slow-
growing, shade-loving perennial that 
grows wild in Virginia’s forests. The 
root of the American ginseng plant 
is valued as a medicinal herb. Due to 
concerns of overharvesting and natu-
ral, common challenges, harvest of the 
plant is monitored by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. The Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services (VDACS) is responsible for 
ensuring the sustainability of wild gin-
seng in the state by enforcing regula-
tions related to the harvest and sale of 
the plant in the Commonwealth.
 Ginseng collection is prohibited on 
most public lands in Virginia, includ-
ing state and national parks and for-
ests. On public lands where ginseng 
harvesting is allowed diggers must 
obtain a permit from the appropri-
ate office or agency before harvesting 
any ginseng. Collecting any portion 
of the plant, including the berries, for 
personal or commercial use from fed-
eral land is strictly prohibited. Anyone 
caught removing ginseng from federal 
lands may face a fine of up to $5,000, 
six months in jail, or both. Violation of 
Virginia’s wild ginseng harvest regula-
tions is punishable by imprisonment 
for up to 12 months, up to a $2,500 

fine, or both.
 Individuals harvesting ginseng from 
private property must obtain permis-
sion from the property owner prior 
to plants being removed. Permission 
should be in writing and kept with the 
individual harvester at the time of har-
vest. When harvesting wild ginseng, 
diggers shall comply with the follow-
ing provisions:
• Wild ginseng harvest season begins 
on Sept. 1 and ends on Dec. 31 of each 
year. Wild ginseng cannot be harvest-
ed from Jan. 1 through Aug. 31,
• Wild ginseng that is younger than 
five years old, has fewer than four 
stem scars present on its rhizome or 
has fewer than three prongs cannot be 
harvested, and
• Any person who harvests wild gin-
seng must plant the seeds of the har-
vested plant at the harvest site at the 
time of harvest.
 Ginseng harvest regulations do not 

apply to individuals harvesting wild 
ginseng from their own land. Land-
owners are encouraged to observe 
the same size and age restrictions and 
seed planting guidelines to help ensure 
the continued, long-term viability of 
wild ginseng when digging ginseng on 
their property.
 Individuals shipping or transport-
ing ginseng from Virginia in amounts 
of eight ounces or greater per calendar 
year must have the ginseng certified 
by VDACS. Individuals buying or ac-
cepting ginseng to sell must obtain a 
license from VDACS.
 During the 2020 season, approxi-
mately 1,800 pounds of wild ginseng 
roots were harvested in Virginia, with 
a value of nearly $945,000. It takes be-
tween 250 and 300 roots to acquire 
one pound of wild ginseng.

CLUES ACROSS
 1. It governs Federer and Nadal’s sport
 4. Golden apple tree
 8. Central Mexican river
10. Horn
11. Egg-shaped
12. With tooth
13. French modernist painter
15. Disprove
16. Painful intestinal obstruction
17. Baby shoes
18. Make the grade
21. Type of screen
22. Christian fraternal organization (abbr.)
23. Computer giant
24. When you hope to get there
25. Corporate executive title (abbr.)
26. Shout of welcome or farewell
27. Imaginary awards for good deeds
34. A citizen of Iran
35. It can be sounded
36. Making dirty
37. Romanian city
38. Baking ingredient
39. Share a common boundary with
40. Succulent plants
41. Penny
42. Jr. U.S. Senator Paul
43. “Laurie Partridge” actress Susan

CLUES DOWN
 1. A type of bomb
 2. Pacific island country 
 3. Earth is one
 4. A place to gather around
 5. Expressed opposite views
 6. Group that lives near Siberia
 7. Ore deposit
 9. Language related to Eskimo
10. Narrative piece of music
12. The distance covered by normal stride
14. Glycoprotein hormone (abbr.)
15. Mathematical term (abbr.)
17. Popular beer
19. Jabbing
20. Historic Swedish castle
23. Humorous expressions
24. Christmas and New Year’s Day each 
have one
25. Filled up
26. Nerve that serves the forearm (abbr.)
27. One of British descent
28. A way to get at
29. Food-related allergic reaction
30. Group of arteries near the pelvis
31. Picked up
32. Being three in one
33. Obscene
34. Dravidian language
36. Growl
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AIRESERV® 

I \ 

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

a neighborl!:f company 

BEST 
Heating 

& Cooling 
Service 

$69 
Tune-Up 

Restrictions may apply. For a limited time only. 
New customers only. Oil and boilers at an 

additional cost. Not Valid with any other offers or 
coupons. Call for details. 

Discover the Aire Serv® Difference.

Warren County 540-551-8312
Frederick County 540-551-8405
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18-year-old Frederick County man 
charged in murder of grandmother

 At approximately 10:48 am Aug. 28, 
the Frederick County Communica-
tions Center received a call in refer-
ence to a female who was unrespon-
sive.
 Th e caller, David Austin Rowe ad-
vised that his grandmother, Dianna 
Lynne Swaner, age 63 was laying on 
the fl oor and appeared to be deceased. 
Rowe advised the location of the inci-
dent was in the 1300 block Quail Run 
Lane, in the County of Frederick.
 Frederick County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 
Patrol Division responded to the scene 
and secured the residence. Th e Patrol 
division requested the assistance of 
the Frederick County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, 
Criminal Investigations Division. 
 Th rough the investigation, it was 

determined the deceased female’s 
death was suspicious. 
 Search warrants were obtained, and 
the Medical Examiner’s Offi  ce was 
contacted. Th e Medical Examiner’s 
Offi  ce responded to the scene to assist 
with the investigation. 
 Th rough the investigation, it was 
determined the death was not an ac-
cident, but the victim had been mur-
dered. 
 David Austin Rowe, age 18, the 
grandson to the victim, was arrested 
and charged with 2nd degree murder.

Captain Ann Hawk

Th e Salvation Army of Front Royal 
welcomes new offi  cer

 Th e Salvation Army in Front Royal 
is pleased to welcome new Corps Of-
fi cer (church leader), Captain Ann 

Hawk.  She has quickly settled into her 
new surroundings and is looking for-
ward to getting to know the commu-
nity and continuing the work of Th e 
Salvation Army. She is responsible for 
all church programs, social services, 
and the Family Store at Th e Salvation 
Army.
 “It has been exciting to meet the 
people of Front Royal and discover the 
opportunities for ministry here,” said 
Captain Ann. “I look forward to meet-
ing the needs of this community and 
‘Doing Th e Most Good’ alongside the 
staff , volunteers and supporters of Th e 
Salvation Army.  Many people don’t 
realize that Th e Salvation Army is a 
church and we invite everyone to join 
us for Worship each Sunday at 11:00 
AM, at Th e Salvation Army, located 
at 357 Cloud St, here in Front Royal. I 
look forward to meeting you soon!”
 For more information about the 
programs and services available at Th e 
Salvation Army, or to make a dona-
tion, please call 540-635-4020, or go 
to our website at: https://salvationar-
mypotomac.org/frontroyal

Knights of Columbus sponsors the 
2021 Walk for Life

 Th e Knights of Columbus Council 
#7771 provided $500 to sponsor the 
Front Royal Pregnancy Center’s 2021 
Walk for Life.  Th e 2021 Walk will be 
conducted on Saturday, Oct 9th and 
is the principal source of funds for 
the services the Center provides.  Th e 
FRPC serves hundreds of women and 
families every year.
 Th e event is family-friendly and 
includes face painting, informational 
booths, prizes, and refreshments.  Vis-
it frpcwalkforlife.com to learn more.
 Th e John Carrell Jenkins Council 
#7771 of the Knights of Columbus is 
dedicated to Charity, Unity, Fraternity, 
and Patriotism.  Th ey support their 
parish and community through a va-

riety of programs.

Accidental shooting

 At 1:20 am on Sunday, Septem-
ber 05, 2021, Front Royal police of-
fi cers were requested to respond to 
the 200 block of N. Royal Avenue by 
Warren County Sheriff ’s deputies to 
investigate a shooting incident.  Min-
utes earlier, deputies had conducted 
a traffi  c stop on North Royal Avenue 
for a vehicle speeding and found the 
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SEE YOUR COOPERATIVE
IN A NEW LIGHT

Your cooperative is sharpening its focus on serving 
you and the community. From even more reliable, 
affordable power, to a clear vision for broadband in the 
area, REC and members have a very bright future.

Take a fresh look and see your cooperative in a whole 
new light.

RELIABLE • AFFORDABLE • FOCUSED ON YOU

RAPPAHANNOCK
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Keller Williams Realty
210 E, Main St. Front Royal, VA 22630 • 540-551-3826

8100 Ashton Ave., Ste 103  Manassas, VA 20109 • 703-330-2222
Joyce Larkin, Principal Broker

KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY is proud to announce 
our latest affi liation with an exceptional realtor in 
the Front Royal area.

Philip Vaught

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY PHILIP!
Philip is an Award-Winning, top producing real estate agent representing buyers and 
sellers throughout the Shenandoah Valley. Over the last 6 years he has sold over 41 
properties successfully representing home buyers and sellers. Philip is one of the top 
listing agents in the Warren County area, selling more homes than 79% of real estate 
agents in Virginia.

Philip has said, “Our approach is customized for each client. Our solutions for each 
client are never one-size-fits-all!”  Philip’s specialties in addition to working with buyers 
and sellers include Relocation Service (with KW’s world-wide network), Property 
Management and Landlord representation. Philip feels that his affi liation with KW will 
enable him to serve his clients better because of the tools and systems KW provides to 
support his business.

KW also has global reach so Philip will have access to potential buyers from around 
the world or across town. KW has been recognized by Forbes Magazine for 2021 as 
one of the top companies in the US voted Best Largest Employer and Best Employer 
for Diversity. Glassdoor ranks KW in 2021 as one of the Top 100 Best Places to Work.
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passenger in the vehicle was suffering 
from an alleged self-inflicted gunshot 
wound to the arm. The victim was 
identified as 19-year-old Stephens 
City resident, Zackary Allen Funk.  
The driver and passenger indicated the 
firearm had accidentally discharged 
while at a residence in town and were 
enroute to the hospital for treatment. 
Funk was transported to Warren Me-
morial Hospital where he was treated 
for a non-life-threatening wound and 
released after treatment.
 Front Royal Police Detectives are 
actively investigating the circumstanc-
es surrounding the shooting incident 
and there are currently no charges.  
 Anyone with further information 
is asked to contact Front Royal Police 
Detective, Sergeant J.M. Winner at 
(540) 635-2208 or by email at jwin-
ner@frontroyalva.com

Pedestrian struck on South Royal

 The Front Royal Police Department 
is investigating a pedestrian who was 
struck by a motor vehicle Friday night 
in the 500 block of South Royal Av-
enue.  
 Elmo Russell Edwards, 62, of Front 
Royal was crossing the 4-lane roadway 
from east to west at approximately 
8:30 p.m. on Friday, September 3rd.  A 
2018 Kia SUV, being driven by Gabriel 
Kajeckas of Herndon, VA, was travel-
ling south in the right lane and struck 
Edwards. Kajeckas and another wit-
ness remained on the scene. Prelimi-
nary investigation showed speed and 
alcohol were not a factor regarding the 
driver of the vehicle and Edwards was 
not utilizing a crosswalk.  
 Edwards was air-lifted to Fairfax 
Inova Hospital with life-threating in-

juries. The investigation remains ac-
tive and anyone who witnessed the 
accident is asked to contact Officer J. 
Seal at (540) 635-2111 or by email at 
jseal@frontroyalva.com

Semi overturns at Commerce Ave 
and South St.

 On Sunday, August 29, 2021, Front 
Royal Police responded to a motor 
vehicle accident in the north bound 
lanes of Commerce Avenue just north 
of the intersection with South Street. 
Upon arrival, officers found a semi-
truck had rolled over on its side. The 
driver was following the mandated 
truck route and was negotiating a left 
turn from South Street onto Com-
merce Avenue. While turning, the 
load shifted within the roll off contain-
er being hauled and caused the truck 
to roll over onto its right side, spilling 

the contents of the container on the 
roadway and adjacent right-of-way. 
Due to the technical aspects of the re-
covery, Commerce Avenue was closed 
north bound from South Street for ap-
proximately six hours. The driver of 
the semi-truck, William Haines, 31 of 
Hagerstown, MD was issued a citation 
for reckless driving resulting in an ac-
cident. No injuries were sustained in 
the crash.

Samuels Public Library Youth 
Programming October 1-15

 These are the events being presented 
by the Youth Services Department at 
Samuels Public Library from October 
1-15.  More information about Samu-

els Library and the programs and ser-
vices available can be found at www.
samuelslibrary.net or by calling (540) 
635-3153.
 Please note that story time pro-
grams in September will be held only 
on Wednesdays.  Also, Press Play on 
September 18 has been cancelled.  My 
apologies for any inconvenience.
 Saturday, October 2 –
 2:00 Fall Harvest:  A Children’s Gar-
den Program.  Meet in the Children’s 
Garden to  celebrate the harvest sea-
son!  We will decorate pumpkins, and 
each child will receive a fall craft kit to 
take home!   For ages 6-12.   Registra-
tion required.
 Wednesday, October 6 – 
10:15 Toddler Story Time.  Bring your 
toddler to a potpourri of simple sto-
ries, fun songs, and a cute craft! We 
Love Hiking will be the theme of our 
stories, songs and finger plays this 
week. Each child will receive a take-
home craft kit.  For children up to 3 
1/2 years of age. 
 11:00 Preschool Story Time.  Come 
in with your preschooler, aged 3 1/2 to 

 Fall is a season of cooler temperatures and 
changing leaves, and it also marks the return 
of autumn flavor profiles. Root vegetables, 
roasts and heartier fare are prime cooking in-
gredients this time of year. In terms of baking, 
treats spiced with ginger and cinnamon are in 
demand each fall.
 Carrot cake and oatmeal cookies are famil-
iar favorites this time of year. In this recipe for 
“Carrot Cake Oatmeal Cookies” from “Live 
Well Bake Cookies” (Quarto Group) by Dani-
elle Rye, delicious spiced carrot cake is trans-
formed into a soft and chewy cookie.

Carrot Cake Oatmeal Cookies
Makes 22 cookies

1 cup all-purpose flour, spooned and 
 leveled
1⁄2 teaspoon baking soda
1⁄4 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon ground ginger

11⁄2 cups old-fashioned rolled oats
1⁄2 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter, softened
1⁄2 cup packed light brown sugar
1⁄4 cup granulated sugar
1 large egg, at room temperature
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
3⁄4 cup lightly packed freshly grated carrots
1⁄3 cup raisins
1⁄3 cup chopped walnuts

1. Preheat the oven to 350 F. Line two large 
baking sheets with parchment paper or sili-
cone baking mats and set aside.
2. In a large mixing bowl, whisk together the 
flour, baking soda, salt, ground cinnamon, 
ground nutmeg, and ground ginger until well 
combined. Stir in the old-fashioned rolled oats 
and set aside.
3. In the bowl of a stand mixer fitted with the 
paddle attachment or in a large mixing bowl 
using a handheld mixer, beat the butter, brown 
sugar and granulated sugar together for 1 to 2 
minutes, or until well combined.
4. Mix in the egg and vanilla extract until fully 
combined, making sure to stop and scrape 
down the sides of the bowl as needed.
5. Mix in the dry ingredients until just com-
bined, then fold in the grated carrots, raisins 
and chopped walnuts until fully incorporated.
6. Using a 11⁄2-tablespoon cookie scoop, scoop 
the cookie dough onto the prepared bak-
ing sheets, making sure to leave a little room 
between each one. Gently press each ball of 
cookie dough down to slightly flatten it.
7. Bake for 12 to 15 minutes, or until the tops 
of the cookies are set and the edges are lightly 
browned. Remove from the oven, and allow 
the cookies to cool on the baking sheets for 
5 to 10 minutes, then carefully transfer the 
cookies to a wire rack to cool completely.
8. Store the cookies in an airtight container at 
room temperature for up to 3 days.

Fall flavors shine in a chewy cookie
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*$100 ADT Visa Reward Card: Requires 36-month monitoring contract starting at $28.99/mo. (24-month monitoring con-
tract in California, total fees from $695.76), and enrollment in ADT EasyPay. Requires minimum purchase price of $449. One (1) 
Visa Reward Card valued at $100 is redeemable seven (7) days after system is installed, wherein an email is sent to the custom-
er’s email address associated with their account with a promo code. The customer must validate the promo code on the website 
provided in the email and a physical card will be sent in the mail. Installation must occur within 60 days of offer expiration date to 
receive card. Applicable to new and resale sale types only. Card is issued by MetaBank®, N.A., Member FDIC, pursuant to a license 
from Visa U.S.A. Inc. No cash access or recurring payments. Can be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. Card valid 
for up to 6 months; unused funds will forfeit after the valid thru date. Card terms and conditions apply. Reply by 10/15/2021.
General: Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verifi cation. System 
remains property of ADT. Local permit fees may be required. Prices and offers subject to change and may vary by market. Addi-
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©2021 ADT LLC dba ADT Security Services. All rights reserved. ADT, the ADT logo, 800.ADT.ASAP and the product/service names 
listed in this document are marks and/or registered marks. Unauthorized use is strictly prohibited. Third-party marks are 
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YOUR EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS OFFER

Call now to redeem your exclusive o� er!

1-833-486-0376
Redemption code:

DF-CD-NP-Q321

Reply by: 

October 15, 2021
We’re available 24/7.

See if you qualify for same-day service!

Get a $100 ADT
Visa Reward Card*

*With 36-month monitoring contract. Early termination and installation fees apply. Reward card issued by MetaBank®, 
N.A., Member FDIC. Card terms and expiration apply. For full terms, see below. 

Cameras
Choose from indoor, 

outdoor & doorbell cams so 

you can keep watch even 

when you aren’t there with 

upgrade to ADT Video.

Touchscreen panel
Open up a world of smart home 

capabilities for you and your 

family with ADT Secure or higher.

$100 Visa Reward Card
It pays to choose ADT to help 

protect your home and family.

Call now for ADT home security
+ get a $100 ADT Visa® Reward Card*

enrolling Ages 2 - 
Kindergarten

1600 John Marshall Hwy  ≈  Front Royal, VA 22630  ≈  www.dlcs1.com  ≈  (540) 636-9595
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five, for an enjoyable hour filled with 
amazing tales, exciting sing-alongs, 
finger plays, and a nifty craft!  We Love 
Hiking will be the theme of our stories, 
songs and finger plays this week. Each 
child will receive a take-home craft kit.  
 Saturday, October 9 –
 2:00 Discuss This.  Are you inspired 
by good books, articles, movies, and 

art?  Do you write, draw, or enjoy play-
ing music? If so, join us as we discuss 
books and share our creations. This is 
a group for those who wish to talk se-
riously about a variety of topics.  For 
ages 12-18.  Registration is required.
 Tuesday, October 12 –
 4:30 Science Scouts.  Come in on 
Tuesday afternoons for a time to 

explore the mysteries of the world 
through science!   In this weekly pro-
gram, we will investigate a different 
STEM-related topic each week.  Dur-
ing this week’s club, we will explore 
density as we make a spider leg lava 
lamp.  For ages 6-11.  Registration re-
quired.   
 Wednesday, October 13 – 
 10:15 Toddler Story Time.  Bring 
your toddler to a potpourri of simple 
stories, fun songs, and a cute craft! 
First Responders will be the theme of 
our stories, songs, and craft!  For chil-
dren up to 3 1/2 years of age. 
 11:00 Preschool Story Time.  Come 
in with your preschooler, aged 3 1/2 to 
five, for an enjoyable hour filled with 
amazing tales, exciting sing-alongs, 
finger plays, and a nifty craft!  First 
Responders will be the theme of our 
stories, songs, and craft.

Samuels Public Library Adult 
Programming October 1-15

 You can find and register for all 
library events on our website, samu-
elslibrary.net.
 Note: Fall Harvest, scheduled 
for October 2, has been cancelled.  
My apologies for any inconve-
nience. 
 Samicon 2021 Update: Out of an 
abundance of caution, SamiCon has 
been moved to Saturday, November 6 
from 10:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
 Level Up With Your Library Card! 
Samuels Public Library invites you to 
come out and join us for our annual 
geek convention SamiCon! SamiCon 
is a free event for all comic & tech 
fans, geeks, gamers, and cosplay-
ers. Check out local products in our 
vendors fair as well as participate in 
our makerspace, crafts, prize draw-
ings and more. This year’s theme is 
Video Games! Come dressed as your 
favorite characters and enjoy many 

activities such as gaining experience 
points in exchange for raffle tickets, 
solving our escape room, participat-
ing in game demos and learning how 
to make your own videogame with our 
sponsor Code Ninja! Interested in be-
ing a vendor? Contact Erin Rooney at 
erooney@samuelslibrary.net
 Honey Heist: Interested in trying 
out Tabletop RPGs like Dungeons & 
Dragons or Pathfinder, but don’t know 
where (or with whom) to start? Join us 
Saturday, October 2nd at 1:00 PM for 
a Tabletop RPG session of the game 
Honey Heist, a simple and fun intro-
ductory Tabletop RPG where you play 
as a bear intent on robbing the local 
aviary of its honey! Registration is re-
quired as attendance is limited.
 General Education Development: 
Samuels Public Library is proud to 
host Lord Fairfax Community Col-
lege’s General Education Development 
course. This course is every Tuesday & 
Thursday from 10:00 AM  to 12:00 PM 
(except on school holidays or closings) 
and is completely free. Let this course 
be the stepping stone to your success. 
More information on registrations 
dates and deadlines can be found on 
the LFCC website https://lfcc.edu/
adult-education/
 English as a Second Language 
Discussion Group: Samuels Public 

See BRIEFS, 22

 On August 19th, 2021, the Front 
Royal Police Department received a 
report of a burglary that occurred at 
the Hydro Spray Car Wash in the 500 
block of North Commerce Avenue. 
While under investigation, detec-
tives linked a series of other recent 
burglaries and thefts in Front Royal 
and other area jurisdictions to sev-
eral suspects residing in Front Roy-
al. Arrest warrants were obtained 
for Tyler S. Lockette, Stephanie R. 
Miller, and Justin L. Conner for their 
involvement in a 25-day crime spree 
that included commercial burglar-
ies at Royal Pawn, L. Dees Pancake 
House, Hydro Spray Car Wash, and 
Spot Laundromat in Front Royal.  
Additional charges were obtained 
for the theft of two motor vehicles 
and theft of property from three un-
secured motor vehicles.
 On August 25, Stephanie Miller 
was arrested and transported to the 
Rappahannock Shenandoah War-
ren Regional Jail (RSW) where she 
was ordered to be held on a $2,500 
secured bond. On August 29, Tyler 
Lockette was arrested in Howard 
County, MD where he was held 
without bond and extradited back 

to Virginia. Mr. Lockette is cur-
rently being held without bond at 
the Northwestern Regional Adult 
Detention Center (NRADC) in Win-
chester, VA. On Sept. 1, Justin Con-
ner was arrested and transported to 
RSW where he was ordered to be 
held without bond. 
 Court dates for all offenses have 
been set for September in Warren 
County General District Court.
 The Front Royal Police Depart-
ment would like to extend our thanks 
to the multiple citizen tips received 
in these cases. We would also like to 
thank the Frederick County Sheriff ’s 
Office, Winchester Police Depart-
ment, Mt. Airy Police Department 
(MD), Carrol County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice (MD), and the Howard County 
Sheriff ’s Office (MD) for their sup-
port during this investigation which 
is still ongoing. 
 Further charges may be forthcom-
ing.
 Anyone with any further informa-
tion is asked to contact Front Royal 
Detective M.P. Gallagher at (540) 
635-2208 or by email at mgallagh-
er@frontroyalva.com

– news@warrencountyreport.com

Three charged in 25-day crime spree

From left are Stephanie R. Miller, Tyler S. Lockette and Justin L. Con-
ner.

Rocco Christo� 
I am based here in Stephens City and 

o� er many incentives other Realtors do 
not to save buyers and sellers money!

Call me now for your Free 
Home Report and learn the 
bene� ts of working with me!

703-895-7711

10780 Parkridge Blvd, Suite 80
Reston, Virginia 20191

Cell: 703-895-7711
roccochristoff@hotmail.com

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE Leaf Filter estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-877-636-7566
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Library is proud to host Lord Fair-
fax Community College’s English as 
a Second Language course. Th is is a 
conversational English language class 
for adults whose primary language is 
not English. All skill levels are wel-
come. Th is group meets every Tuesday 
& Th ursday from 10:00 AM to 12:00 
PM. More information on registra-
tions dates and deadlines can be found 
on the LFCC website https://lfcc.edu/
adult-education/

Bad Romance: Do you consider 
yourself a hopeless romantic? Are bad 
romances a guilty pleasure of yours? 
Can you quote every line from your 
favorite rom-com? Th en you should 
join us Monday, October 11th at 6:00 
PM for another special meeting of Bad 
Romance. Indulge us with your favor-
ite romance books, movies, music or 
other media, and possibly discover 
new titles! 

National Geographic Photo Ark:
Are you an animal lover?   Do you 
appreciate incredible photographs?   
Please join Mary Ladrick, Director of 
Education, Museum of the Shenando-
ah Valley (MSV), for a virtual presen-
tation on Tuesday, October 12th from 
6:00pm - 7:30pm  about the National 
Geographic Photo Ark exhibition at 
the Museum of the Shenandoah Val-
ley.  Registration is required.

Genealogy Club: Interested in your 
family’s history? Already done exten-
sive research and wanna be able to 
share your fi nds? Join our virtual ge-
nealogy club where both novices and 
experts alike can come together and 
talk about diff erent genealogy topics. 
Th is event will be held on Wednesday, 
October 13th at 6:00 PM.

Samuels Library seeks community 
input

 Samuels Library wants to hear from 
you! Th e Library is running a survey to 
collect input from patrons. Your an-
swers will help guide decisions about 
future services and programs. 
 “Great libraries are shaped by their 
communities,” says Executive Director 
Michelle Ross, “By sharing your opin-
ions, you ensure that Warren County 
and Front Royal residents have access 
to a library that continues to fulfi ll 
the needs of our community through 
thoughtful service.”  
 Print copies of the survey can be 
found at each Samuels Library pub-
lic service desk. Th e survey can also 
be completed online at https://forms.
gle/8hzWcZfcx3phbESq6. Each per-
son who completes a survey will be 
eligible for an entry to win a Kindle 
Fire tablet, limit one entry per person.
Results from the survey will be shared 
on the Library website, www.samu-
elslibrary.net. 
 Samuels Public Library brings peo-
ple, information and ideas together to 
enrich lives and build community. A 
501(c)(3) organization, the library an-
nually serves 200,000 visitors, checks 
out nearly 400,000 books, electronic 
and digital services, and provides es-
sential computer access, wireless ser-
vice and public meeting spaces for the 
community. To learn more, visit www.
samuelslibrary.net or call (540) 635-
3153.

Supreme Court of Virginia in 
Richmond. Courtesy of Morgan Riley.

VA Supreme Court: Loudoun 
County Public Schools wrongly 

suspended teacher

 Th e Virginia Supreme Court issued 
an order Aug. 30 that affi  rms a lower 
court’s decision to temporarily re-
instate Leesburg Elementary School 
physical education teacher Tanner 
Cross after Loudoun County Public 
Schools suspended him for voicing 
objections to a proposed policy during 
the public comment period of a school 
board meeting. Th e lower court ruled 
that the school district’s actions were 
likely unconstitutional, and the state 
high court agreed.

 Th e school board eventually passed 
a version of the proposed policy dis-
cussed at the May 25 school board 
meeting, which resulted in Alliance 
Defending Freedom attorneys recent-
ly asking the trial court to allow them 
to amend the lawsuit to challenge that 
policy on behalf of three faculty mem-
bers, now including Loudoun County 
High School history teacher Monica 
Gill and Smart’s Mill Middle School 
English teacher Kim Wright. Th e new 
policy forces all of the school district’s 
students and staff  to refer to “gender-
expansive or transgender” students 
using whatever gender pronoun is 
chosen by the student, regardless of 
whether the pronoun is consistent 
with the student’s biological sex.
 Th e ADF Center for Academic Free-
dom is dedicated to ensuring freedom 
of speech and association for students 
and faculty so that everyone can freely 
participate in the marketplace of ideas 
without fear of government censor-
ship.

Warren County Finance 
Department taking over certain 

EDA accounting duties

 Starting October 1, 2021 the War-
ren County Finance Department will 
take over and manage payments made 
to the EDA for rents, receivables, and 

the Small Business Loan Programs 
(RBEL and IRP). Th e EDA will no lon-
ger be accepting payments at their of-
fi ce or offi  ce address. You must hand 
carry or send your payments to:
 Warren County Government
 ATTN: Finance Department
 220 N. Commerce Ave.
 Front Royal, VA 22630
 Small business loan clients will each 
receive one offi  cial notice and a copy 
of their account balance and previous 
year’s payment history in the mail. 
Th is balance is what will be sent to 
the county. If there are any questions 
or concerns, it is imperative to contact 
the EDA prior to October 1 to discuss. 
Also, if any small business loan client 
is in a position to pay off  their loan, 
they are encouraged to do so before 
October 1. Please contact EDA Execu-
tive Director Doug Parsons to sched-

ule.

REC employee makes the right call

 Brian Wolfe, Rappahannock Elec-
tric Cooperative’s (REC) Senior Public 
Relations Specialist, looked forward to 
watching his oldest son, Greg, play in 
a Spotsylvania Little League game 13 
years ago. Unfortunately, there was 
no umpire to make the calls. Wolfe 

Buck’s ad sponsored by:

A+J’s Lawn Care

We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174

• Mowing
• Weedeating
• Leaf Blowing
• Low Rates!

Tito is a 2 yr old male 
mixed breed (pointer, 
maybe?). Tito is a special 
boy, not only is he aller-
gic to soy but he can be 
a bit shy at fi rst but once 
he’s comfortable, he 
loves whole heartily and 
is such a goofball. Tito 
would do best in a home 
with no cats nor children 

but he’s an active boy who would be a perfect 
hiking partner because he’s GREAT on a leash!

Rocky is a 2 
yr.old male mixed 
breed. Rocky 
goes 0 to 100 
mph real quick. 
He’s looking for 
a home with no 
young kids due 
to high energy 
and puppy-like 
behaviors. He will 
defi nitely need 

some dedicated training, but he’s treat motivated. 
He’s also dog friendly and passed his cat test.

With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. 
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!

Humane Society of Warren CountyHumane Society of Warren County
The HSWC is preparing for our 10th annual Tails and Ales cash The HSWC is preparing for our 10th annual Tails and Ales cash 
party and silent auction and we are currently seeking sponsors party and silent auction and we are currently seeking sponsors 
for the event. We have different packages to choose from to for the event. We have different packages to choose from to 
fi t any budget or you can choose to be a basket sponsor for fi t any budget or you can choose to be a basket sponsor for 
the auction. Reach out to Kayla to learn more at kennels@the auction. Reach out to Kayla to learn more at kennels@
humanesocietywarrencounty.orghumanesocietywarrencounty.org

Rocky’s ad sponsored by:

Bentonville, VA • 636-2671
hillbillysjunkyard.com

Hillbilly’s Junkyard
Hillbilly has what you NEED!
4381 Stonewall Jackson Hwy

Buck is a 6-8 yr old 
male mixed breed. 
He’s great with ev-
eryone he meets! He 
even went to visit the 
residents in a local 
nursing home and 
was the star of the 
show! Buck does 
have separation 
anxiety issues and 

can be destructive when left alone. He’s looking 
for family where he will rarely be home alone or 
who can take him along on outings.

Barkley is a 5 yr. 
old male tri colored 
hound. He’s a very en-
thusiastic boy which 
also means he can be 
a little loud. He’s also 
good at escaping and 
has been known to 
jump a 6 foot fence so 
his new owners will 
need a plan. No cats, 
but he’s good with 
dogs and humans!

Tito’s ad sponsored by:

Spicewood Flats 
Boarding Kennels & Grooming

125 Spicewood Lane • Front Royal 

540-635-8979
spicewoodflats.com

Barkley’s ad sponsored by:

Hot Tub Heaven
Vacation Cabins

HotTubHeaven@yahoo.com
www.hthva.com

540-636-1522

Dog
Friendly!
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Melanie Hamel
Associate Broker • ABR, GRI, CRB, ePro

540-671-3369
mhamelbroker@gmail.com

www.melaniehamel.com
Licensed in Virginia and West Virginia

824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

Looking to List or 
Buy? Call Me Today!!

Pacific Landscaping LLC

Call us for a  free quote:
• Fence Repairs
• Fence and Deck Staining/Painting
• Retaining Wall (stone, brick, and
 block)
• Concrete Stamps
• Fire Pits
• Paver Patios
• Gardening Services (mulching,
 flowerbeds, edging, etc.)

(540) 313-2721
We are licensed and insured!

pacificlandllc@gmail.com

Serving Frederick and surrounding counties
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stepped up, and hasn’t looked back 
since.
 “It’s a way to provide youth the op-
portunity to play baseball and softball,” 
Wolfe said. “There cannot be a game 
without umpires, so I turned it into my 
way of giving back to the community.” 
The greater Little League community 
has taken note.
 This summer, Wolfe was selected 
– for the second time – to umpire in 
the Little League Softball World se-
ries. The event was held last month 
in Greenville, N.C. Along with other 
umpires, he was given this second op-
portunity not only because of his com-
mitment and skills, but also because 

would-be first-time World Series um-
pires deferred until they could work 
at a Series without pandemic restric-
tions.
 “We all stepped up to help make 
it happen in the COVID era we are 
currently in,” Wolfe said. “So we were 
a very experienced group. The vol-
unteers (grounds crew, announcers, 
coaches, transportation staff, meals 
staff, concessions, hotel staff etc.) were 
all amazing. Overall it was simply an 
amazing experience, even considering 
the somewhat trying circumstances it 
was being held under.”
 COVID-19 continued to impact the 
tournament, so umpires had to wear 
masks during the games and when-
ever they were around players. Wolfe 
sees parallels between REC’s culture 
and the one that runs through Little 
League.
 “Commitment to community is 
what first comes to mind,” he said. 
“Little League is all about adults com-
ing together (all volunteers) to provide 
children the opportunity of playing 
baseball or softball. Without that com-
munity effort, it wouldn’t be possible 
or affordable for many children to be 
able to play. So much like REC serves 
its member owners, Little League does 
the same for its community.”
 Back in 2008, Wolfe never imag-
ined the hundreds of hours he’d spend 
on ballfields in the years ahead; the 
countless trainings – in town and on 
the road; and the chance to twice serve 
as an umpire in a Little League Softball 
World Series.
 As for Greg, Brian’s oldest son, he 
recently graduated from Radford Uni-
versity. And Brian? He’s holding onto 
his umpire uniforms. Games start up 
again this fall, and someone will need 
to make the calls.

October 2021 water testing clinics

 What’s in YOUR water? Did you 
know that private water supplies like 
wells and springs are unregulated? It 
is the responsibility of the homeowner 
to regularly test water quality, main-
tain the water system, and address 
any problems. Affordable, confidential 

water testing and education will be 
offered through Virginia Cooperative 
Extension Offices in Clarke, Frederick, 
Page, Shenandoah, and Warren Coun-
ties. Participation is voluntary and 
confidential.  
 Water samples collected by partici-
pating homeowners will be analyzed 
for 14 parameters, including bacteria, 
metals, nitrate, and hardness at a cost 
of $60 per sample kit. A limited num-
ber of scholarships are available to 
those who have an annual household 
income of $50,000 or less. Scholar-
ships allow individuals to purchase 
kits at a reduced cost of $10 per sam-
ple kit.
 A virtual Kick-Off presentation will 
be available to explain the proper way 

to collect water samples and to answer 
any questions participants may have. 
 Results and water system care and 
maintenance information will be 
made available to each participant and 
an in-person Results presentation will 
help explain the summary results and 
recommendations to address prob-
lems. All information is kept strictly 
confidential.  
 For more information about the 
Virginia Household Water Quality 
Program, as well as many resources 
relevant to private water systems, 
please visit www.wellwater.bse.vt.edu.
 Registration and payment is re-

quired by Monday, October 11 and 
can be completed online or by mail. 
To register online and to see dates for 
your county, visit https://tinyurl.com/
NorthernShenandoahWellTest2021
  Please contact your local Virginia 
Cooperative Extension Office for a 
mail-in registration form if you pre-
fer to register by mail and pay with a 
check.
 Clarke County: 540-955-5164  
 Shenandoah County: 540-459-6140
 Frederick County: 540-665-5699 
 Warren County: 540-635-4549
 Page County: 540-778-5794

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-636-7566 

The bathroom of your dreams for 
as little as $149/month! BCI Bath 
& Shower. Many options available. 
Quality materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military Dis-
counts Available. Limited Time Offer 
- FREE virtual in-home consultation 
now and SAVE 15%! Call Today! 
1-866-491-9867

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 
DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 2 
FREE Months! 1-855-932-2109

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL 
Devices. Call today! 1-888-476-
3207
 
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-844-852-
6401

www.dental50plus.com/14 #6258

Electrician
Residential & Commercial 

Electrical Work
Allen Santmyers
540-660-5697

A+J’s Lawn Care

• Leaf Blowing • Mowing
• Weedeating • Low Rates!
We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174

Mowing and 
Landscaping

Great Rates   •   Quality Service

Serving the Shenandoah Valley 
& Outlying Areas for over 15 years

Conway Lawn Care, LLC

540-975-2313

New
Beginnings
Community
Greetings

“Introducing Your Business to 
New Homeowners in our Community”

P.O. Box 1025 • Front Royal VA  22630

540-635-8660

As this pandemic continues on, many have come 
to lean on their pets more than ever. Spay Today 
is our area’s non-profit, reduced-priced spay 
and neuter program. (Office: Charles Town, WV) 
CHOOSE from MANY vets over a WIDE area! At the 
time of surgery, initial shots and tests can also be 
obtained at lower rates.

Contact Spay Today: 
www.spay-today.org 
or call 304-728-8330

 The Virginia State Police Bureau 
of Criminal Investigation’s Culpeper 
Field Office is asking for the public’s 
help with identifying the individual 
who set fire to the Virginia Depart-
ment of Corrections (VDOC) Adult 
Probation and Parole office building 
in the Town of Culpeper.
 At 4:58 a.m. on June 16, 2021, 
Town of Culpeper Police responded 
to a report of arson at the 1800 block 
of Orange Road. Surveillance video 
from the building shows the individ-

ual light something in his hand and 
throw it at a window of the building. 
The building was unoccupied at the 
time of the fire.
 The suspect is described as an 
adult male. He was seen wearing a 
white or grey sweatshirt and baggy 
pants at the time of the incident.
 Anyone with any information 
about this individual is asked to call 
Virginia State Police at 540-829-7742 
or contact us by email at:

bci.culpeper@vsp.virginia.gov

Public help sought in Culpeper arson

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 
(540) 660-3497

MAKE YOUR DREAM KITCHEN 
A REALITY WITH SHELFGENIE

Enjoy up to 50% more space in your kitchen and better access to your most-used 
items with our custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. 
Must purchase 5+ Classic/

Designer Shelves. EXP 9/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST
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Harness Racing at Shenandoah Downs
September 17 - October 16, 2021

Fridays: Happy Hour Racing from 3:30 - 7:00 PM with $2 Draft Beer & $1 Hot Dogs 
Saturdays: Racing from 1:00 -5:00 PM with special promotions each day

Wagering available on 
every race-win, place, 
show, exacta, trifecta 

& superfectas!

Saturday Promos
Sept. 18 - Commemorative T-Shirt Giveaway (to first 600 fans)
Sept. 25 - Veterans Day - FREE $2 bet & program for veterans 
Oct. 2 - Shenandoah County Chamber Autumnfest Celebration
Oct. 9 - “Pink Power” Breast Cancer Awarenes Day
Oct. 16 - Weiner Dog Derby/Family Day

VHHA “Own a Horse for a Day”
win your share of $12,000!

*Enter in person Sept. 18 & Oct. 2 for 
your chance to win!

*FREE ADMISSION   *FREE PARKING    *FAMILY FRIENDLY
In Woodstock. VA at the Shenandoah County Fairgrounds

shenandoahdowns.com

We’re made of much more than steel, brick and glass.
Introducing a new hospital designed for our community.

The new Warren Memorial Hospital. Built around you. 
To find a physician at the new Warren Memorial Hospital,  
visit valleyhealthlink.com or call 833-VHS-DOCS.

From early blueprints through the finishing touches, every detail of the new Warren Memorial Hospital has been considered with our 
patients in mind. With expert care in cardiovascular health, orthopedics, surgical services and medical imaging, every space is built for 
you. Nestled in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley, our new facility provides a serene experience inside and out to help you heal and be well. 

We set out to create a facility with the space and specialty care worthy of the people we serve. Now, we’re pleased to announce we’re 
opening our doors June 23, ready to provide a higher level of service and care to you. We think you’ll love it.


