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Almost Heaven: Western Virginia’s Route 11 Yard Crawl
“Don’t give up, don’t get pale, straight ahead, for more yard sale.”

By Mark Gunderman

 It is going to be a fantastic, fes-
tive day, attracting tons of peo-
ple who are visiting the Lower 
Shenandoah Valley for the fi rst 
time. Th e Valley’s stunning sum-
mer scenery, with lush greens and 
spectacular mountain views will 
provide each newcomer with an 
unforgettable experience to take 
back home and tell family and 

friends. Folks from all over the 
country are becoming interested 
in the event. Vendors within the 
mid-Atlantic area recognize the 
Yard Crawl as a major happen-
ing for selling product. Th e Yard 
Crawl has morphed into a cultural 
phenomenon and an economic 
boon to the small towns of the 
Valley community.
 Each year more and more peo-
ple are participating in the Route 
11 (Old Valley Pike) Yard Crawl. A 
yearly event since 2005 (Stephens 
City and Middletown joined in 
2008), held during the second Sat-

urday in August; the Yard Crawl 
is a 43-mile-long yard sale that 
stretches from Stephens City’s 
Newtown Commons through 
seven historic small towns to New 
Market. As many as 1,000 vendors 
will be set up along the route and 
an average of 30,000 to 40,000 ve-
hicles will rubberneck their way 
through each town. Over 3,000 
individual sellers will clear their 
attics, basements, garages and 
carports and set up for the mara-
thon event.
 Th e Route 11 Yard Crawl is a 
partnership of the Valley Towns 
of Stephens City, Middletown, 
Strasburg, Woodstock, Edinburg, 
Mt. Jackson and New Market, the 
Shenandoah County Chamber of 
Commerce and the Shenandoah 
County Tourism Offi  ce. It is all 
about experiencing the heart and 
soul of small-town America.
 Th e Yard Crawl is celebrating 
(Saturday, August 14) its 16th 
anniversary of fl ea market mad-
ness! It’s Virginia’s longest yard 
crawl, off ering miles of yard sales, 
food trucks, produce stands and 
indescribable family fun. Th e 
Crawl typically includes private 
residences, businesses and popup 
vendors who set out tables of sale 
items in empty parking lots, parks 
and sidewalks fi lled with tents 
and trailers, drawing crowds of 
yard crawlers and frugal shoppers 
along the route. Saleable items can 
include antiques, vintage collect-
ibles, books, jewelry, furniture, 
tools, clothing, sporting goods, 
toys and the most unusual objects 
imaginable. Just start fantasizing 
about all the incredible treasures 
waiting to be discovered! It is al-
most Yard Sale Heaven.

 Local businesses can count 
on a 30% increase above normal 
summer revenue. Th e Crawl at-
tracts thousands of visitors from 
around Virginia and other neigh-
boring states and is a godsend for 
area restaurants, hotels and small 
businesses. Th e Crawl is a huge 
economic driver for the small-

town communities to include our 
area nonprofi ts. Th e event has en-
couraged additional yard sales on 
adjoining days, soliciting tourism 
dollars from bargain-hunters and 
summer travelers alike.
 Dudley Rinker, Chair of the Li-
ons Club Yard Crawl Committee 

says, “business in Stephens City 
has increased with calls for more 
vendor spaces this year.” Th ere are 
approximately 90 vendor spaces 
allotted at Newtown Commons 
on Main Street (where the yard 
crawl begins on the north end). 
Th e Commons are at 75% capacity, 
but rentals are fi lling quickly and 

there is a need to expand spaces at 
the Old School lot on the south of 
town,” Rinker said. Currently Li-
ons Club has 17 spaces rented at 
the Old School and can expand to 
50 spaces, if needed. Th e vendor 
spaces are 16’ X 20’ and cost $20 
per spot. “Vendors can join spaces 

All along Route 11 from Stephens City to 
New Market, Va. Saturday, August 14

The Route 11 Yard Crawl is over 43 miles of yard sales along the Old Val-
ley Pike, U.S. Route 11. It’s Virginia’s longest yard sale, offering hundreds 
of individual yard sales, business sidewalk sales, vendors, food trucks 
and fresh produce stands. Courtesy Shenandoah County Chamber of 
Commerce and the Shenandoah County Tourism Offi ce.
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if they require additional room,” 
Rinker said. According to the Li-
ons Club website, profi ts from 
the rentals provide fi nancial and 
human resource support to sight/
hearing conservation, youth ac-
tivities and community improve-
ment.
 Former Lions Chair, Jack 
Treece, claims about one third 
of the residents living on Main 
Street also set up on front porches 
to sell their own wares. “Between 
vendors and locals as many as 
400 people can be selling product 
within the Stephens City town 
limits,” Treece said.
 Rick Kriebel, Manager of Col-
lections and Programs, Newtown 
History Center, says he has 16 
vendor spaces for rent at an excel-
lent location. Kriebel cites many 
prime spots are still available. 
Kim Begnaud, Trinity Lutheran 
Church Community Outreach 
Minister, has 10 designated spac-
es for rent in the church parking 
lot on Main Street. “However, all 
spots have been taken,” Begnaud 

reported.
 Yard Crawlers can prepare for 
the event by bringing small bills 
and change to make shopping 
more convenient, but also may 
get you a discount by enabling a 
smoother transaction for the ven-
dor. Th e Crawl offi  cially opens at 

7 a.m. on Saturday, but the stores 
and antiques sellers typically wel-
come early birds. Some Route 11-
yard crawl vendors setup on the 
Friday before and traffi  c usually 
begins to pick up on Route 11 by 
early Friday afternoon. Saturday 
is the prime travel day and traffi  c 
will be stop and go for the entire 
stretch of Valley Pike. Adept shop-
pers begin on Friday or early Sat-
urday before the event to locate 
any rare or collectible items for 
cherry-picking at daybreak.
 By the end of this epic day folks 
are doing a lot of “lookie loo” 
shopping, driving slowly by the 
roadside stands and viewing from 

the car. Churches, businesses and 
civic organizations sell snacks, 
boxed lunches and beverages all 
along this historic thoroughfare. 
Bring bottled water to stay hydrat-
ed. Stow away nylon rope, lashing 
straps or bungee cords to tie down 
any oversized purchases.
 Th e event will be held rain or 
shine. Expect traffi  c congestion 
along Route 11 most of the day. 
Watch for pedestrians crossing 

Route 11. Navigate streets care-
fully, as pedestrians get distracted 
by displays and may appear to 
meander across the street with-
out watching for oncoming traffi  c. 
Park vehicles completely off  the 
road and do not block driveways. 
No double parking is permitted 
along the route.
 May God continue to bless our 
Shenandoah Valley communities.

– gunderman2001@aol.com

Newtown History Center advertises prime vendor space for rent on the 
corner of Fairfax Pike (Route 277) and Main Street (Route 11). Courtesy 
Stone House Foundation.

Yard Crawl crowd at Newtown History Center green, Trinity Lutheran 
Church in background. Courtesy Stone House Foundation.
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By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 “I’m concerned we’re losing our 
history,” said the Reverend Larry 
Johnson, also known as “Liberty 
Man.”
 The 83-year-old Johnson, Min-
ister, educator and presenter of 
historical stories, has adopted 
several costumes in his storyteller 
role when bringing the past to life 
in the area at libraries, churches, 
veterans’ gatherings and other 
events. 
 He dresses as Abel Johnston, 
the original Liberty Man, his 
great, great, great, great grand-
father, who wouldn’t wear the 

Continental Army uniform of the 
Revolutionary Army but wore a 
hunting costume of “the back-
woods boys” with a tricorn hat, 
breeches, stockings and a hunting 
frock, among other types of nec-
essary clothing. He continues to 
educate by working to keep some 
figures of history to life.
 As recently as June 8, at the 
Warren County Board of Super-
visor’s meeting and dressed in 
period costume, he, accompanied 
by members of the Sons of the 
American Revolution, brought 
these concerns to board mem-
bers and presented his Resolve 
for naming the North and South 
Fork bridges over the Shenandoah 

River.
 He told them about all the 
Revolutionary soldiers who are 
“buried in these hills” as evidence 
of local people’s place in founding 
the country.
 “We have a rich history here, 
folks, and I want Warren County 
to be put on the map as being a 
patriotic county that loves its her-
itage,” he said.
 Johnson proposed naming the 

bridge over the North Fork of 
the Shenandoah River “General 
George Washington and General 
Daniel Morgan Bridge,” and the 
one over the South Fork named 
the “Major General Dr. Joseph 
Warren Memorial Bridge.”
 At the meeting, he presented 
these facts which he gave as good 
reasons for his proposal.
 Here they are:
• The County of Warren is named 

for Major General Dr. Joseph 
Warren, who is a Founding Father 
of the United States of America, 
and was martyred at the Battle of 
Bunker Hill June 17, 1775, by Brit-
ish Forces,
• Warren County has recognized 
this role by adopting his name and 
the lowering of county flags on his 
birthday, June 11.
• The Warren County Board of 
Education has erected historic 
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‘Liberty Man’ concerned we’re losing our history

Daniel Morgan was an American pioneer, soldier, politician and brilliant battlefield tactician in the American 
Revolutionary War of 1775–1783 who settled in Winchester, Va. Here, wearing white, at right of center, he is 
seen at the surrender of the British General John Burgoyne at Saratoga, on October 17, 1777. Public Domain.

This is a portrait of Colonel George Washington in 1772 wearing the colo-
nel’s uniform of the Virginia Regiment from the French and Indian War, 
years after he was a teenager surveying land in the Shenandoah Valley. 
It is the earliest authenticated portrait of George Washington by Charles 
Willson Peale. Public Domain.
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plaques in the local schools edu-
cating our youth as to the history 
of Dr. Joseph Warren.
• George Washington, a Virginia 
resident and member of the House 
of Burgesses representing the 
people of Frederick County from 
which our County was formed in 
1836, is the supreme example for 
our youth and citizens.
• George Washington as a youth 
was a surveyor of our land, was 
respected and lived among local 
people in the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains, Massanutten Mountain 
Range, and the Shenandoah Val-
ley.
• The Continental Congress se-

lected George Washington to lead 
the American Army against the 
oppressive English King, and he 
later became our first president of 
the United States of America and 
is called the “Father of our Coun-
try.
• The people of this county joined 
in the fight for American Indepen-
dence, as evidenced by the num-
bers of soldiers’ graves marked in 
our soil by the Col. James Wood II 
Chapter of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution.
• Among those joining General 
George Washington in the fight 
for American Independence was 
General Daniel Morgan of Freder-

ick County, whose grave is in Mt. 
Hebron Cemetery in Winchester.
• Because the American fight for 
Independence went on for eight 
years with many disappointing 
outcomes that looked bleak for 
American Forces General Wash-
ington commissioned General 
Daniel Morgan, hero at Cowpens, 
to fortify Massanutten Mountain, 
an area of present Warren County, 
where American Forces and its 
citizens would take a stand if Eng-
lish Forces ultimately prevailed in 
the northern Colonies and at the 
Village of York Towne.
• General Washington depended 
upon the fighting spirit and loy-
alty of the citizens of our county 
to resist tyranny and prevail in the 
American fight for independence.
• General Washington, the Com-
mander of our Revolutionary 
forces had great faith in the people 
of our county, his neighbors and 
citizens, of this county.
• General Daniel Morgan is a 
renowned soldier and General 
whose war tactics that ensured 
a major victory and a turning 
point at the Battle of Cowpens are 
taught still today in our war col-

leges and to our fighting troops. 
His bravery in the face of enemy 
forces and leadership brought 
great loyalty among his troops. 
 But recently he had a conversa-
tion with a younger person who 
didn’t know who Clark Gable was 
and had never heard of the movie 
“Gone with the Wind.”
 As debatably important as those 
may be, this was another remind-
er to Johnson that the younger 
generation may be losing out on 
historical facts of the people and 
events that shaped the country as 
well as our area.

 He continues to present the 
programs because, “I love it and 
it gives me a chance to teach his-
tory,” he said. 
 When he goes to give his talks 
to children in schools or churches, 
the uniform that gets the most at-
tention is a black one he wears, 
and hears kids say, “He’s a pirate!”
 Of the many legendary char-
acters whose stories he loves to 
relate, the ones covered here are 
Joseph Warren, George Washing-
ton, and Daniel Morgan, specifi-
cally because of his interest in the 
bridge naming.
 Many people may not know 
who General Daniel Morgan is.
 As a teenager, he ran away from 
his family in Pennsylvania and 
came to this area to work. He 
eventually joined the Continental 

This is Larry Johnson in his “Liberty Man” battle dress, replicating the 
outfit worn by his ancestor Abel Johnston, a Revolutionary War soldier. 
Courtesy photo.

540-551-8312

See LIBERTY MAN, 6

400 Weems Lane  •  Winchester, VA 22601
540-678-1791  •  www.MalloyToyota.com

We Buy Cars too!
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Army and then settled in Win-
chester. 
 Johnson tells a story about a 
road.
 “I’ve been able to discover Gen-
eral Daniel Morgan’s Road built 
for George Washington in Fort 
Valley,” he said.
 The following is a quote from 
the Shenandoah County website 
on the Morgan Road. 
 “Frequently called a valley-
within-a-valley, legend has it that 
the first road into Fort Valley was 
carved out by Daniel Morgan at 
the order of George Washington 
during the American Revolution. 
It was Washington’s ‘Plan B,’ a nat-
ural fortress to hole up his troops 
as a possible last stand against 
the British Army. Fortunately, he 
didn’t need it.” 
 Johnson imagines that Wash-
ington said to Morgan, “Go to 
Fort Valley and make a road,” and 
added that he wanted to check it 
out for himself, so he went and 
looked in the area where it was 
said to have been. When he asked 
local people, they said, “That’s 
right, historians have put its histo-

ry in books and told him, “There’s 
a road!”
 He said he spent a summer with 
a man who hikes the area and 
works clearing the Tuscarora Trail 
and he says part of it is Morgan’s 
Road. He also sent a picture of 
it which shows how it was con-
structed.
 “The road is still there, and crib-
bing (rocks set on the low side) is 
still there. This goes from Warren 
County to the top of the county 
over to Shenandoah County-
where the end of Morgan’s Road 
ends in a flat area that was meant 
as a place for troops to camp,” 
Johnson said. “On top is an old 
sign from the1976 bicentennial 
to mark Morgan’s Road and was 
put up by the Front Royal/Warren 
County Bicentennial Committee.”
 He said that he reacted to 
people who, when he was trying 
to bring the Resolve to name the 
bridges, asked, “Who was General 
Morgan?” 
 I say, “He’s a great general who 
built a road in Warren County, 
but it wasn’t Warren County then. 
I want to name the first bridge 
George Washington/Daniel Mor-
gan Memorial Bridge.
 Most people do know who 
George Washington was, but he 
added a refresher on his local his-
tory.
 “When George Washington was 
16, he surveyed here, the farmers 
loved him and called him one of 
their own. He was all over these 
mountains, and knew the area, 
and later when he was 26 years 
old, was elected to the House of 
Burgesses in Williamsburg to his 
first elected official office.
 “The point is that Daniel Mor-
gan was George Washington’s 
right-hand man, someone he 
called on, and why I want the 
bridge named for him too,” he 
said. “And I want kids to ask why 
the bridge is named that.”
 Which will pave the way for a 
discussion and education on local 
history.
 He believes that if someone 
lived here, they were part of the 
society, and also that this could 
be a catalyst for kids-a reason for 
kids to get excited, with a positive 
message, that, “You can do it too.”
 And as for why he wants to 
name the South Fork Bridge after 
Major General Dr. Joseph War-
ren, he said, “He was one of the 
greatest martyrs-a man who gave 
his life so we could be free even 
though he knew the King had put 
a price on his head.
 Warren was multi-faceted. Be-
sides being a physician who had 
written epistles and marching 

songs that could get people riled 
up, he united the First Continen-
tal Congress and was always in the 
thick of it from the beginning.
 In his role as physician, he 
rubbed elbows and was friends 
with both sides of the conflict and 
was respected by all. Because of 
Joseph Warren, Boston survived 
a horrendous smallpox epidemic. 
He  gave up his life for the cause 
of liberty long before he was 
killed (assassinated) during war at 
Breeds Hill while ministering to 
the wounded.
 Johnson also was instrumen-
tal in having Dr. Warren’s picture 
and history on plaques that hang 
in every school and government 

building in Warren County.
 “I am honored to have had a 
small part in having him remem-
bered in our county,” he said.
 Johnson has a wealth of inter-
esting details about the Revolu-
tionary War that not many people 
are aware of and tells during the 
talks when he temporarily takes 
on the character of Abel Johnston, 
his great, great, great, grandfather 
in the authentic full battle dress 
that he wore when he was sta-
tioned with Generals Nathaniel 
Greene and Daniel Morgan. 
 “Audiences enjoy that,” he says.
 Visit the Shenandoah County 
website at www.visitshenandoah-
county.com 

 Call The Rt. Rev. Larry W. John-
son at (540) 454-4129, email lar-
rywjohnson@embarqmail.com, 
or visit www.libertyman.net

– carol@areaguides.com
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Memorial Hospital campus. Located in the multispecialty clinic, our new 
practice name and address is: 

Front Royal Family Practice and  
Multispecialty Clinic | Valley Health
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2021 July Indictments
July Term

Julio Israel Ayala Baires
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
Julio Israel Ayala  Baires, 31, of 
the 8100 block of Porter Ridge 
Lane, Manassas, VA 20109, with 
two counts. COUNT ONE: In the 
County of Warren,
Julio Israel Ayala Baires did un-
lawfully, knowingly and inten-
tionally possess a controlled sub-
stance,  to-wit: Cocaine listed in 
Schedule II of the Drug Control 
Act. COUNT TWO: did unlaw-
fully and feloniously while unlaw-
fully in possession of a controlled 
substance  classified in Schedule 
II of the Drug Control Act, simul-
taneously with knowledge and 
intent possess a firearm. Date of 
the offenses was on or about Jan-
uary 17, 2021.

Dawn Michael Frankel
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about March 13, 2020, 
in the County of Warren, Dawn 
Michael Frankel, 45, of the 100 
block of W. 14th St., Front Roy-
al, VA 22630,  being a parent of, 
guardian for, or person responsi-
ble for the care of a child then un-
der the age of eighteen years, did, 
by willful act or omission show 
in a gross, wanton, and culpable 
manner a reckless disregard for 
the life of such child.  
 

Brandy Nicole Dawson
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about July 15, 2020, 
in the County of Warren, Bran-
dy  Nicole Dawson, 55, address 
unknown, did unlawfully and 
feloniously possess a Schedule II 
controlled substance, to-wit: Co-

caine. 

Michael Terrell Campbell
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about June 30, 2020, 
in the County of Warren, Mi-
chael Terrell Campbell, 22, of the 
100 block of W. 15th St., Front 
Royal, VA 22630, did unlawfully 
and feloniously sell or distribute a 
Schedule I controlled substance, 
to-wit: Heroin.  

Derron K’Shaun Yates
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about June October 
22, 2020, in the County of War-
ren, Derron K’Shaun Yates, 26, 
address unknown, did unlawfully 
and feloniously, knowingly and 
intentionally possess a controlled 
substance, to-wit: Fentanyl listed 
in Schedule II of the Drug Con-
trol Act.

Allen Wayne Knott
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about February 19, 2021, in the 
County of Warren, Allen Wayne 
Knott, 45, of the 11500 block of 
Main St., Stanley, VA 22851, did 
unlawfully and feloniously obtain 
from Teresa Wiita an advance of 
money, merchandise, or other 
thing having  a value of $1,000 
or more, with fraudulent intent, 
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great benefits will help you play more golf while paying less.

Join the club for $99 and receive the following benefits:

With 3 FREE rounds, discounted rates, range discounts and other 
great benefits will help you play more golf while paying less.

Join the club for $99 and receive the following benefits:

 Receive a point for every dollar you spend. Points
 can be redeemed for free golf or the driving range.
 3 Free 18 Hole Rounds of Golf with Cart
• 50% off Range Balls
• Preferred Tournament Rates
• 1 Guest Pass at Eagle Club Rate
• 10% off In-stock / Non-Sale Merchandise
 Winter Weekday Special January / February
 (Players Fee of $15 Includes Cart)
• Offer good for a limited time.

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

Join the club for $129 and receive the following benefi ts:

Bowling Green Country Club
838 Bowling Green Rd. Front Royal
bowlinggreencountryclub.net

540-635-2024
info@bowlinggreencc.com

$20 Anytime
Monday–Friday

$25 Anytime
Weekends & Holidays

TWO
Beautiful 
Courses!

Tired of 
Paying High 
Green Fees?

See INDICTMENTS, 8

All Nation Hobby and 
Model Supply, Inc.

Manager Dan Levy

5279 Main St., Stephens City, VA 22655
540.868.1234 | allnationhms@outlook.com
Open Tuesday through Saturday from 10am to 6pm

We are a full service hobby store

Why buy online, pay shipping fees, and wait for your models and supplies to be delivered 
when you can buy it local?  If we do not have what you are looking for, in most cases we 
are able to get it from one of our distributors who can deliver it within one to two days.  

We have a very large number of models available of Boats and Submarines, Cars, 
Monster kits and fantasy, Planes, Semis & Trailers, Sci-Fi, Star Wars, Star Trek, and 
Space kits, Tanks, Armored vehicles, Military vehicles, and Photo etch parts, Plug 
wire sets, Decals and Diorama figures, Research books and Tools, Hum Brol, Tamiya, 
Testors, Polly-5 brand paints, and model finish supplies including Molotow Chrome. HO, 
N, G scale trains, and train sets, engines, cars, structures and detail parts, Woodland 

Scenic and HO Slot Cars and Tracks. Pine Cars and Models Rockets, Puzzles, etc. 

enrolling Ages 2 - 
Kindergarten

1600 John Marshall Hwy  ≈  Front Royal, VA 22630  ≈  www.dlcs1.com  ≈  (540) 636-9595
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upon a promise to perform con-
struction,  removal, repair or 
improvement of any building or 
structure permanently annexed 
to real property, and failed or re-
fused to perform such promise, 
and also failed to substantially 
make good such advance. 

Johnnie Henry Bailey
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about June 12, 2021, 
in the County of Warren, John-
nie Henry Bailey, 35, of the 300 
block of Snead St., Ashland, VA 
23005, did unlawfully and feloni-

ously possess a Schedule  I or II 
controlled substance.

Tyler Daniel Price 
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about December 13, 
2020, in the County of Warren, 
Tyler Daniel Price, 23, of the 3800 
block of Jadwyn Rd., Woodstock, 
VA 22664, did unlawfully and fe-
loniously, having received a vis-
ible or audible signal from a law-
enforcement officer to bring his/
her motor vehicle to a stop, drive 
such motor vehicle in a willful or 
wanton disregard of such signal 
so as to interfere with or endan-

ger the operation of the law-en-
forcement vehicle or endanger a 
person.

Hunter Jay Housden
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about December 30, 2020, 
in the County of Warren, Hunter 
Jay Housden, 25, of the 100 block 
of Locust Grove Rd., Front Royal, 
VA 22630, did unlawfully, feloni-
ously, knowingly and intentional-
ly possess a controlled substance, 
to-wit:  Cocaine listed in Sched-
ule II of the Drug Control Act. 
 

Eva Louise Walker
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 

Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about January 3, 2021, in 
the County of Warren, Eva Lou-
ise Walker, 31, of the 100 block of 
Blue Mountain Rd., Front Royal, 
VA 22630, did unlawfully, feloni-
ously, knowingly and intentional-
ly possess a controlled substance, 
to-wit: Hydromorphone listed in 
Schedule II of the Drug Control 
Act. 

James Ashby Smoot
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about August 24, 2020, in 
the County of Warren, James 
Ashby Smoot, 42, of the 200 
block of Washington Ave., Front 

Royal, VA 22630, did unlawfully, 
feloniously, knowingly and inten-
tionally possess a controlled sub-
stance, to-wit: Methamphet-
amine listed in Schedule II of the 
Drug Control Act. 

Timothy Scott Jenkins
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about February 28, 2021, 
in the County of Warren, Timo-
thy Scott, 40, of the 3400 block 
of Walker Ferry Rd., Midlothian, 
VA 23112, did  unlawfully and 
feloniously, knowingly and in-
tentionally possess a controlled 
substance, to-wit:  Methamphet-
amine listed in Schedule II of the 
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Consumer responsible for taxes. While supplies last.

TV-AD-258450 TUZ

Sale ends 8/31/21

©2021 True Value Company LLC

Find the right products for your project at your local True Value®.

MONTHBARGAINS ®OF THE

Store Name
Store Address
City, State Zip

YOUR CHOICE

3.99
Pennzoil®
1 qt. Motor Oil
H 254 868, 931, 872, 873 F6

14.99
Filtrete™
Ultra Allergen 
Furnace Filters
F 870 550, 568, 576, 584 F6

4.99
Spectracide®
2 pk. 20 oz. Aerosol 
Wasp & Hornet Killer
L 224 583 B6

YOUR CHOICE

15.99
Midwest Can
5 gal. Fuel Cans
H 248 474, 478, 479 B4

YOUR CHOICE

12.99
Duracell®
16 pk. AA or AAA Alkaline  
Batteries E 137 963, 962
8 pk. C or D or 4 pk. 9V
Batteries, 13.99
E 850 605, 633, 674 B12

YOUR CHOICE

10.99
GE®
4 pk. LED 6W or 
10.5W Relax or Refresh 
HD LED Bulbs
E 247 667, 668; 248 164, 165 B4

BERRYVILLE HARDWARE
600 EAST MAIN STREET

BERRYVILLE VA
540-955-1900

RAMSEY HARDWARE
703 N ROYAL AVE
FRONT ROYAL VA
540-635-2547

©2021 True Value® Company. All rights reserved.

RAMSEY HARDWARE
703 N ROYAL AVE

FRONT ROYAL
540-635-2547

BERRYVILLE HARDWARE
600 EAST MAIN STREET

BERRYVILLE
540-955-1900

Sale Ends 12/31/19

8.99
Holiday wonderland
300 count. 2 x 150 lights. Clear 
color string to string light set. 34’ lighted 
length.

Find the right products for your project at your local True Value®

BARGAINS OF THE MONTH®

Sale ends 8/31/2021

Consumer responsible for taxes. While supplies last.

Mountain MysticMountain Mystic

215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318

Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry, chimes, 
rock and mineral specimens, books, Tarot & Oracle cards, greeting 
cards, journals, tapestries, candles, incense, fragrance and essential oils, 
stickers, and so many more one of a kind items!

Open Thur. – Monday 12-5

Trading CompanyTrading Company

Georgia Rossiter
Attorney At Law

117 W Boscawen St.  Suite 4  Winchester
Phone (540) 535-2001 • Fax (540) 535-2210

Concentrating in Family Law & Equine Law
Divorce   •   Child Custody   •   Support



Early August, 2021  •  Warren/Frederick County Report  •  Page 9

Drug Control Act. 

David Edward Wertz 
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about April 10, 2021, in 
the County of Warren, David Ed-
ward Wertz, 55, of the 200 block 
of Church St., Front Royal, VA 
22630, did unlawfully and felo-
niously drive or operate a motor 
vehicle during the time for which 

the accused was  deprived of his 
right to do so after his license was 
revoked after having been  twice 
previously convicted. 

Dale Lynn Deaton  
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
Dale Lynn Deaton, 39, of the 400 
block of E. Criser Rd., Front Roy-
al, VA 22630, with two counts. 
COUNT ONE: In the County of 

Warren, Dale Lynn  Deaton did 
possess a controlled  substance, 
to-wit: Fentanyl listed in Sched-
ule II of the Drug Control Act. 
COUNT TWO: did unlawfully 
and feloniously while unlawfully 
in possession of a controlled sub-
stance  classified in Schedule II 
of the Drug Control Act, simul-
taneously with knowledge and 
intent  possess a firearm on or 
about his person. Date of the of-

fenses was on or about December 
30, 2020. 

Brian Andrew Brown
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about September 26, 
2020, in the County of Warren, 
Brian Andrew Brown, 61, of the 
100 block of Richmond Rd., Front 
Royal, VA 22630, did unlawfully, 
feloniously, knowingly and in-

tentionally possess a controlled 
substance, to-wit:  Methamphet-
amine listed in Schedule II of the 
Drug Control Act.

 A Grand Jury Indictment is 
only a charge and not evidence of 
guilt. The defendants are entitled 
to a fair trial with the burden on 
the government to prove guilt be-
yond a reasonable doubt.

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Licensed & Insured  •  Free Estimates

* Serving Front Royal for 25 years! *

(540) 222-0521
(540) 631-0666

HamricksRoofi ng@gmail.com

Hamrick’s
Sudoku!

 Like puzzles? Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This mind-bending 
puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, 
so sharpen your pencil and put 
your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

 Sudoku puzzles are formatted 
as a 9x9 grid, broken down 
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle! (Answer in back.)

Now is the PERFECT time to list your 
house or property! Interest rates are 

historically low and buyers in all price 
ranges are looking!! Call me today!

R E A L T O R S®

Martha Buracker, Weichert Realtors - Licensed in Virginia
824 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal, VA 22630

Cell: 540-671-6349  Offi ce:  540-635-8000  
marthaburacker@gmail.com

SOLD for $215,000
(listed for $199,000)

Under contract 
in 2 days!

 337 Sugar Maple Rd. 
Front Royal SOLD!
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Meza resigns from Front Royal Town Council
Town Attorney says lawsuit over, Attorney Downes begs to diff er
Internal emails show pattern of 
planned appointment of Meza to 
Town Council

By Th omas Sayre
Warren/Frederick County Report

 Jacob Meza resigned from Front 
Royal Town Council just minutes 
into the regular meeting July 26. 
Meza’s appointment to the seat 
had drawn scrutiny from the pub-
lic and some council members 
and is the subject of a lawsuit.
 Th e controversy about the ap-
pointment of Meza, who’s previ-
ous term on council had just ex-
pired, stems from this part of the 
town’s governing document:
 TOWN CHARTER § 47. No 
member of the council of the 
Town of Front Royal shall be 
appointed or elected to any of-
fi ce under the jurisdiction of the 
council while he is a member of 
the council, or for one year there-
after, except that the council may 
appoint one of the members of the 
council as town treasurer with all 
or any part of the duties, powers, 
obligations and responsibilities of 
the town treasurer provided by 
this act. (1937, c. 44)
 Warren/Frederick County Re-
port (WFCR) made a Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request 
of emails that discussed the ap-

pointment of former councilman 
Meza and the Town of Front Roy-
al’s interpretation of Section 47 of 
the Town Charter.
 Instead of sending this re-
porter a copy of the emails, we 
received an estimated invoice 
from Town Manager Steven Hicks 
in the amount of $3,213.74.
 Recently, WFCR obtained some 
of those requested emails.
 On Wednesday, December 2, 
2020, then Interim Town Man-
ager Matt Tederick sent an email 
to current councilman and newly 
elected--but not yet seated-
-Mayor Chris Holloway, and then 
councilman Meza with the subject 
heading: “Appointment of Town 
Council Member Within a Year.”
 Tederick wrote, “Disregard my 
previous concern…it seems as if 
you can go as planned…see be-
low.”
 Tederick’s previous concern is 
the wording of Section 47 of the 
Town Charter as it relates to an 
apparent hatched plan to appoint 
Meza to Holloway’s unexpired 
seat.

Napier changes his mind

 Th e  email  below  is an opinion 
from Town Attorney Doug Napi-
er, sent on Wednesday, December 
2, 2020 to Tederick and Tina Pre-

sley, Clerk of Council and Senior 
Executive Assistant to the Town 
Manager with the subject head-
ing: “Appointment of Town Coun-
cil Member Within a Year.” 
 “Matt and Tina,
 “I think Matt is right, and I have 
changed my mind. I think the op-
erative translative phrase is the 
highlighted phrase below, which 
defi nes the phrase “under the ju-
risdiction of the council” to mean 
something diff erent than “within 
the jurisdiction of the council.” 
Th is does make sense to prevent 
double-dipping and confl icts of 
interests, to prevent a Council 
member from being simultane-
ously appointed to become, say, 
Town Manager or Town Attor-
ney at the same time as being on 
Council.
 “So, after looking at the State 
Constitution’s and State Code’s 
general prohibition on dual offi  ce 
holding, my opinion is that Sec-
tion 47 of the Charter is prohib-
iting dual offi  ce holding by sitting 
Town Council members, or for 
one year after a Council member 
has been on Council, to any sub-
ordinate position to which Coun-
cil appoints, except the Town 
treasurer.
 “Th is is exactly opposite of my 
original position, but this now 
seems consistent with what the 

Virginia Constitution and the 
State Code are trying to get at. Th e 
only real diff erence between the 
Town Charter and State law that I 
see is that the Town prohibits ap-
pointment or election for one year 
after the term ends, whereas un-
der State law there is no one-year-
rule,” wrote Napier.
 On Tuesday, January 5, 2021, a 
day after Meza was appointed by 
the council by all of the sitting 
members, Lori Cockrell, Gary Gil-
lispie, Letasha Th ompson, and the 
two new members, Scott Lloyd 
and Joseph McFadden, an email 
was sent from Meza to Napier 
asking him to send out clarifi ca-
tion as soon as possible. 
 “Can you send your clarifi cation 
to our charter out to all of coun-
cil as soon as possible?   Council 
members are already being chal-
lenged on our town code stating 
that I had to wait a year before be-
ing appointed to Council,” wrote 
Meza.
 On January 5, 2021 at Meza’s 
request, Napier responded and 
wrote to the mayor and council, 

and copied the Town Manager, 
former Town Manager and Todd 
Jones, their Public Relations per-
son to state his new view:
 “Town Charter Section 47 was 
researched extensively for the very 
issue that has been raised, look-
ing at the Virginia Constitution, 
Va. Code, and Attorney General 
Opinions, and determining from 
those sources what the intent was 
trying to be prevented from this 
sort of legislation.
 “From that research, I changed 
my original position on the mean-
ing of the Section after many 
hours of research and came to 
the conclusion that Section 47 did 
not prevent Mr. Meza from being 
appointed based on the specifi c 
words used in the Town’s Char-
ter. Th is was a matter that was 
of utmost concern from the very 
beginning, and one that Mr. Ted-
erick, Town Council at the time, 
and I took extremely seriously and 
with great care. If you have addi-
tional questions, I will be happy to 
answer them to the best I can,” he 
said. 

www.thomasfamilydentistry.com
33820 Old Valley Pike (Rt. 11) • Strasburg, VA 22657

All Phases of Dentistry Including:
• Cleanings And Exams • Invisalign

• Orthodontics • Extractions
• Partials And Dentures • Implants

Patient Friendly 
Payment Plans 

Available

Thomas Family Dentistry, PC

Dr. Stephen J. Thomas DDS
Dr. Kenneth J. Thomas DDS

Thomas Family Dentistry, PC

GREAT
LOCATION!
Less than 1 mile 

from I-81

General Dentistry & Orthodontics

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

540-465-3980
HOURS:

Mon. – Thurs. 7am – 5pm
Fri. 7am – 1pm

“Serving the Valley with High-tech 
Dentistry and Old-Fashioned Service”

FIRE PIT FRIDAYS
Enjoy a 9 Hole Golf Game with Prizes then stay 
and relax with LIVE MUSIC by these great mu-
sicians & The Fire Pit, Bar & Food. Open to the 
Public. Bring your own chair or blanket. (No 
cover charge, no outside food or drinks.)

6pm - 9pm

134 Golf Club CirCle, front royal, Va  •  540-636-4653

Robbie Limon
Sept 3, Oct 29

Bryan Stuzman
Sept 10, Oct 8

Dan Barry
Oct 15

Rich Follett
Sept 17

Amanda Wilkens
July 30

Brian Nichols
Aug 20

Ryan Jewel
Aug 27, Sep 24

Shenandoah Valley Golf ClubShenandoah Valley Golf Club

Meisha Herron 
Trio  Aug 6

Shortness of Breath
Oct 22

Scott Kurt
Aug 12



Early August, 2021  •  Warren/Frederick County Report  •  Page 11

Councilmen Jacob Meza resigns from his post minutes into the Front Roy-
al Town Council meeting on Monday, July 26.

 In another email dated January 
5, Napier wrote to Councilman 
Joseph E. McFadden, “I apologize, 
I sent out my December 2 legal 
opinion to then Town Manager 
and Council Members in response 
to their request for a legal opinion. 
I perhaps should have considered 
how it was going to be dissemi-
nated further. I did not see it as 
a public relations issue as I have 
not been requested or expected to 
be other than legal counsel to re-
spond to specific legal issues.” Na-
pier also suggested to McFadden 
that “if we can speak about this on 
the telephone this might be help-
ful.”

 In reply, McFadden wrote “As a 
full time employee of an organiza-
tion that receives a lot of FOIA re-
quests, I try to keep conversations 
of this nature ‘on the record.’ I feel 
that a phone conversation would 
not best serve the public.” 
 In response to communication 
among council members, Meza 
wrote on Jan. 6, “It was unfor-
tunate how the questions were 
framed and honestly, I feel bad 
that Doug and Matt took so much 
criticism over my appointment.  I 
want to offer a few more details 
for everyone, new and seasoned, 
to consider. (Don’t worry, I’m not 
interpreting Code). 

 “I never really considered that 
the Town Charter would pre-
vent us from appointing a cur-
rent or past councilmember to 
an elected position because we 
spent so much time deliberat-
ing over filling Hollis Tharpe’s 

vacancy with either Gene Tewalt 
or Bill Sealock.   For those of you 
who were there, you might recall 
that Doug clearly stated we could 
appoint a current councilmember 
to the now vacant seat of Mayor. 
HOWEVER, they would have to 

give up their current Council seat 
so that there was not a conflict of 
interest.  No one on council want-
ed to do that, and we appointed 
Matt.    There was never a debate 
on a “one year” waiting period.
 “Nevertheless, just to be sure, 
Doug was asked for a legal review 
on December 2nd.   There were a 
few emails exchanged to clarify 
the question being asked, but 
Doug ultimately reassured us the 
way he did during our delibera-
tions over Hollis’s vacancy.    The 
question seemed to be a non-is-
sue.
 “On December 7th, Doug is-
sued a Memorandum to Council 
on “FILLING VACANCY ON 
TOWN COUNCIL,” which refer-
enced sections of the State Code 
and Town Charter.    This mostly 
addressed the timelines and re-
quirements for filling the posi-
tion.  But during the work session, 
Doug solicited feedback and ques-
tions from Council.    No one was 
concerned about current or past 
members of Council being ap-
pointed,” Meza said.
 McFadden then wrote Meza 
back on Jan. 7 suggesting he re-
sign.
 “Jake, all this could have been 
prevented if new members had 
been informed. Thank you for re-
sponding.
 “Why were we not informed?
 “It was not a non~issue if it was 
something that had to be deter-
mined by the Town Attorney and 
required discussion. Yes, the de-
termination was issued on Dec 2, 
but the conversations prior to that 
as alluded to in Matt’s email speak 
of a longer plan. Your cover letter 
incorrectly stated that you were 

Hourly Rate Email Research File Research Copying Review Total
Tina 39.58 20 791.60$      
Steven H. 67.31 0.5 33.66$        
Doug 74.64 30 2 2,388.48$  
Brandi 27.17 -$            
Todd 58.46 -$            
Tim 47.59 -$            
Chris B 34.04 -$            
Connie 32.95 -$            
Robbie 40.41 -$            
Sonnett 42.88 -$            

Copies 0.15 0 -$            
Total 3,213.74$  

Warren/Frederick County Report recently obtained telling internal Town Council emails that we had earlier re-
quested under the Freedom of Information Act. These discussions are only now coming to light because rather 
than simply forward the emails to us when we requested them, Town Manager Steve Hicks sent us this esti-
mated invoice for $3,213.74 so three of the town’s senior employees could “research” the emails. We declined.
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Call or Text Us

(540) 636-7700 | 415 South St Suite C, Front Royal, VA 22630

Associate Brokers/REALTORS®

TeamDanielsVA@gmail.com
Cell: (540) 683-7550 

Sharon Daniels:
Licensed in VA & WV
www.SharonLDaniels.com

Victoria Daniels:
Licensed in VA

Team Daniels

(540) 683-7550 • TeamDanielsVA.com

124042 _ PREMIER

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER

IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires Sept 30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2021 BCI Acrylic Inc.

866-491-9867

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

  FOR 18 MONTHS**

• 900+ Authorized Dealers 
in North America

• Factory-Trained & Certifi ed Installers
• Limited Lifetime Warranty
• Made in the U.S.A.

$500 Off*

OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

Douglas Harold, Jr.
Attorney at Law
BANKRUPTCY

DIVORCE

No one wants to file for bankruptcy,  
but when there is no alternative…I can help.  

(Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Only)
Stop Garnishments, Collection Activities and Lawsuits.

Specializing in Uncontested Divorce • Rapid Service - Quick Results

(Under Federal Law we are defined as a Debt Relief Agency. 
We help people file for Bankruptcy Relief under the Bankruptcy Code)

Serving the Northern Shenandoah Valley
Free Initial Telephone Consultation

35 Years Experience
• Reasonable Fees •
douglasharoldjr@yahoo.com

1114 Fairfax Pike, Ste 10
White Post, VA 22663

(540) 869-0040
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approached only recently about 
returning to council. Why did you 
not then run for another term? A 
request for a legal review would 
have taken more than just a single 
day based on what our Town At-
torney has stated, that he took the 
time to study the law and issues 
surrounding extensively. 
 “It will taint every single thing 
you vote on during the coming 
year.
 “Either you and everyone privy 
to this information doesn’t care 
that it will appear to be “the ends 
justify the means” situation. Th at 
is appalling to me as an elected of-
fi cial that ran on a platform of do-
ing things by the book and chang-
ing the system for the better.
 “Are you now part of that “good 
old boy system” that has plagued 
our town for so many years?
 “As a fellow Catholic, I plead 

with you to do the moral thing 
and consider that this not right. I 
disagree with Doug’s interpreta-
tion, you told me that not recus-
ing yourself from the Valley Heath 
vote was you biggest regret. Per-
haps this will topple that.
 “Perhaps you will reconsider 
acceptance of this position and 
resign it with my respect,” McFad-
den wrote.
 Meza responded the same day, 
continuing to copy everyone on 
the email, writing, “Joe, there is a 
lot to unpack here, happy to dis-
cuss over the phone with you, but 
I understand from your previous 
emails that you would like dis-
cussions in writing.   Since this is 
in writing, let me fi rst start with, 
just because you wrote it, doesn’t 
make it true.   Let me breakdown 
your statements:
• “Could have been prevented if 
Council was informed”:  I assume 

what you mean is that, if Doug 
stated prior to your vote that 
“Council had the authority to ap-
point a past Council member,” you 
would have gone against his legal 
opinion and voted no because 
you did not trust his opinion.   I’m 
not sure how to respond to 
that.   Th ere are two new Council 
members out of the fi ve, the ma-
jority of Council was not duped as 
you are implying.
• “Your cover letter incorrectly 
stated”: One meeting on Council 
doesn’t give you the right to dis-
credit my statements, ie. my cover 
letter.    It was accurate and I am 
not sure how you could say other-
wise.  I was approached by Coun-
cil members to fi ll the vacancy 
and had resigned to the fact that I 
would not be on Council another 
year.    Just because others believe 
there is a conspiracy, doesn’t make 
it true, and I would ask that if you 
question my integrity, do so in 
person.
• “Why did you not then run for 
another term?” I didn’t run for an-

other term because I did not want 
to be on council for four more 
years.  (despite what others might 
tell you) When I was asked if I 
would consider bridging the gap 
for one year while council worked 
through a special election, I said 
yes and sent in my application.  In 
my cover letter for the appoint-
ment, I stated that Council should 
appoint the right fi t and NOT TO 
FEEL ANY PRESSURE to appoint 
me -- “I hope that Council will 

read this letter as an off er of my 
willingness to serve and not feel 
any pressure or obligation to se-
lect me.” Th is was sincere.
• “A legal review would have taken 
more than just a single day”:    I 
can’t speak to the hours a “legal 
review” would take, but I would 
assume that if something is pretty 
clear, it shouldn’t take long to re-
view.
• “Doesn’t care that it will ap-
pear to be “the ends justify the 
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Rocco Christo� 
I am based here in Stephens City and 

o� er many incentives other Realtors do 
not to save buyers and sellers money!

Call me now for your Free 
Home Report and learn the 
bene� ts of working with me!

703-895-7711

10780 Parkridge Blvd, Suite 80
Reston, Virginia 20191

Cell: 703-895-7711
roccochristoff@hotmail.com

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-844-852-6401
or visit dental50plus.com/14

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product not available in all 
states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for 
similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK;  
TN: P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL Insurance
Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. It helps cover over 350 
procedures — from cleanings and fillings to crowns 
and dentures.

• See any dentist you want,  
 but save more with one in our network
• No deductible, no annual maximum
• Immediate coverage for preventive care 

Call or email Dan
(540) 683-6411
dansresumes73@gmail.com

Need a Resume?
Fast, 

professional 
service
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means”:  I am not sure what your 
statement of the “ends justifies the 
means” really implies? If you are 
legally permitted to take an action 
on council, you can.  Just because 
you disagree with other members, 
doesn’t mean they are acting in 
a nefarious manner.    I hope your 
standard won’t be applied to all of 
Councils decisions.
• “Good old boy system”: I re-
ally thing you should spend a 

few more days on Council before 
you start launching attacks.  If by 
“good old boy” you are implying 
I have been on Council too long, 
then I guess I have served more 
time then you, so maybe I fit your 
criteria.  If you are implying that I 
am part of some system of crony-
ism favoritism, then I resent your 
comment, and would ask for you 
to spend a little more time getting 
to know your fellow Councilmem-

bers before you start tearing them 
down. 
• “As a Fellow Catholic”:  In all of 
my time on Council I have never 
tried to leverage or make an ap-
peal to someone based on their 
religious background.    Your im-
plication is that, because you 
disagree with Doug, I am acting 
immoral in my actions.  Really?  I 
hope every time someone dis-
agrees with you, it doesn’t come 

down to their disposition of faith.
• “Biggest Regret”:  during our in-
terview, you indicated that you in-
tended to pursue a PILOT against 
Valley Health and asked if I would 
be an obstacle considering my af-
filiation with VH.  I answered no, 
and that since the bond issue, I 
have recused myself on any and 
all things related to VH… Coun-
cilman Thompson attested to the 
truth of that statement.    I regret-
ted the fact that “even though my 
affirmative vote on the issue was 
permissible and not a conflict of 
interest, I couldn’t overcome the 
negative perception people had 
with my affiliation with VH.”  Per-
haps I would have approached it 
differently. 
 “I am not going to continue an 
email thread of back-and-forth’s… 
if you want these conversations 
to be public, then lets discuss at a 
work session, otherwise feel free 
to give me a call.    
 “LASTLY: In an effort to dem-
onstrate that I had/have no ul-
terior motives, if the majority of 
Council regrets their decision 
to appoint me for another year, 
I would be more than willing to 
decline the appointment.    But I 
will not decline because of people 
lashing out or false accusations 
against my character,” Meza wrote.
 Later that day, Council member 
Scott Lloyd weighed in.
 “Hello Everyone, I would like to 
expand on this in some detail in 
another email, but I think Doug’s 
analysis is sound, despite my ini-
tial feelings upon first confronting 
the language of the charter before 
knowing of Doug’s opinion on it. 
After reading his opinion, turning 
it over in my mind, and reading 
the public objections to it, I be-
lieve it is actually the much stron-
ger argument.
 “I continue to support Jake’s ap-
pointment and do not think he 
should withdraw. I believe we are 
on solid ground legally and should 

take confidence in that. I do not 
think there was anything wrong 
with the manner in which he ap-
plied,” Lloyd said.
 
What about the lawsuit?

 Napier told this reporter after 
Meza’s resignation on July 26 that 
the lawsuit had nothing to do with 
Meza resigning and his resigna-
tion makes the lawsuit moot and 
should be dismissed.
 David Downes Esq., a Front 
Royal Attorney, disagrees and 
stated to the WFCR that the law-
suit is still moving forward.
 “Mr. Meza’s resignation does 
not affect our lawsuit at all regard-
ing the declaratory judgment. The 
declaratory judgment is not af-
fected in that it goes to the validity 
of his appointment and all of his 
subsequent actions in his capacity 
as an unauthorized councilman. It 
is extremely important to not set 
the precedent that the town coun-
cil can ignore their own charter,” 
Downes said.
 We asked Downes if there is still 
a case in controversy. Downes ex-
plained that, “There is as to all of 
his acts that he conducted in his 
capacity as an invalid councilman 
and there are two separate counts, 
one for declaratory judgment, 
where we are asking the court to 
rule as a matter of law, and the 
second count is the writ of quo 
warranto, which is a nice  Latin 
phrase to remove him from office. 
Now that he has removed himself, 
that request has been rendered 
moot. But the legal matter and all 
of his acts in that position are still 
in dispute and are not moot.”
 Downes said it is worthwhile to 
know for future generations what 
this charter means. “We will know 
much more come September 
22 when the court reviews their 
motion for demurrer and my re-
sponses.”

– tom@areaguides.com

Come in and see 
Tom Demski.
He cares about helping 
people hear better at prices 
they can afford.

Woodstock Office: 158 Main St
Mon, Wed,Fri/ 9am - 4:30pm

Front Royal Office: 123 E 6th St
Tues & Thurs/9-4:30

Call now!   540-233-1940

Affordable
Hearing Care

We make hearing aids 
affordable...because we care!

45-day trial period!
FREE Hearing Ev

aluation!

Full ServiceAlso providing service on all makes and 
models of hearing aids available in the 

US and abroad, with few  exceptions. No 
matter the brand hearing aid you have, 

check with Tom for service and updates.

• Easy payment plans 
• Free cleanings & checkups
• Loss or damage coverage
 available. 
• Ask us for details!

540-233-1940
Hear the sounds that shouldn’t be missed!

The world’s first hearing aid with a Deep Neural Network (DNN) embedded on the chip. The 
DNN in Oticon More is trained with 12 million sounds from real-life to recognize virtually all 

types of sounds to support your brain.  Schedule your Risk-Free trial today!

New!
Introducing Oticon More™ 

with BrainHearing™ technology.

A Satisfied Customer!

GREG LYNCH
YOUR HOME LOAN ADVISOR

GREG LYNCH
greg@cbmmortgage.com

912 Hometown Way
Front Royal, VA 22630

540.305.9838
540.686.1859

CELL:
OFFICE:

NMLS ID #1698169
CBM Mortgage, Inc. NMLS ID #282839 

(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org)
www.GREG.cbmmortgage.com

“Contact Me!”
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Local man recalls ancestor who fought at Kernstown Battlefield

By Larry J. Walters
Warren/Frederick County Report

 There it was on Anthony’s Face-
book post. He had taken his fam-
ily to a place I had overlooked for 
decades and described their visit.
 Oh, who is Anthony? Well, he’s 
probably one of the “old” War-
ren County High School’s best 
football lineman the school ever 
produced many years ago. He’d 
probably agree with his old jayvee 
coach for sure.
 Anthony’s a grown-up man 
now with his own family and yet 
resides in Warren County. I nick-
named him “Tank Man” because 
he joined the Army after high 
school and drove a tank in the 
Iraq war if I’m not mistaken. And 
the overlooked place he made me 
discover??  It’s Kernstown Battle-
field on Valley Pike (US Hwy.11) 
in Kernstown/Winchester next to 
or behind the Subaru Dealer.
 An element making Anthony’s 
post more interesting is that he 
told of an ancestor who fought in 
one of the two battles occurring 
there in 1862 and 1863. I remem-
ber him specifically describing 
the fighting around the Pritchard 
House, which today is restored to 
its antebellum charm and part of 
the battlefield association’s tour.

 He also described Pritchard’s 
Hill atop which cannons played 
a major role in both battles. I’m 
certain it was probably right up 
“Tank Man’s” alley. What an ab-
solutely extraordinary panoramic 
view of the lower valley, Blue 
Ridge, Massanutten, and North 
Mountain it offers. Just absorbing 
the absolutely stunning scenery 

proved reward in itself regardless 
of the Civil War Museum, battle-
field tour, Pritchard house tour, 
gift shop, and trails on its beau-
tiful 388 acres of farmland also 
available. 
 And the best part of all is that it’s 
all free! And the most unbeliev-
able part is that this gorgeous pas-
toral oasis in the feverishly devel-
oping Winchester area yet exists, 
purchased saved and preserved 
for posterity as a non-profit effort 

by all volunteers to save, protect, 
and interpret the property and its 
history! If all goes right and with 
public support, “Tank Man’s” un-
born great grandchildren ought 
to be able to visit and learn about 
their ancestor also.
 As mentioned, the view is 
worth a trip, but even if not much 
interested in the Civil War, there’s 
really much more. I personally 
like to visit and stand where his-
torical firsts happened like stand-
ing where the first English arrived 
on Roanoke Island, or the first 
permanent English settlement 
was established in Jamestown 
for instance. And the Kernstown 

property is testament to some real 
firsts too.
 The land was purchased and 
first settled by colonial pioneer 
William Hoge, a Scots-Irish immi-
grant, by way of the Indian Road 
or Great Philadelphia Wagon 
Road (you know, Valley Pike, US 
11). Just a few years before his ar-
rival, the land belonged to the Iro-
quois of New York and was ceded 
to the colony of Virginia by treaty. 
These are just a few examples of 
my subsequent learning having 
little to do with the Civil War, 
which is pretty darn interesting 
also, I must admit.
 Thank you, “Tank Man”, for 
making me discover this over-
looked area jewel. I feel somewhat 
foolish for my short-sightedness 
now and realize this is surely the 
case of the student teaching the 
teacher!
 Kernstown Battlefield is open 
free to the public only on week-
ends, holidays and special events. 
They do offer to open specially for 
groups upon previous arrange-
ment. Check out their website and 
Trip Advisor for more informa-
tion. Don’t think you’ll be disap-
pointed, and the price is certainly 
right! 

– vawalters@hotmail.com

The Kernstown Battlefield sign stands at the entrance of the site of two 
Civil War battles that occurred there in 1862 and 1863.

Pritchard’s Hill atop which cannons played a major role in both battles 
reveals nothing of what happened there during the Civil War.

MATTERS
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WHATMATTERSW2.COMBETH
ASSOCIATE BROKER

My listings are selling so fast and for much more than sellers expect! Please 
call me for a no-obligation consultation to see what your home could be worth!

540-671-6145  •  beth@whatmattersw2.com

Learn more about WHAT MATTERS Partners at www.whatmattersw2.com

88 Long Winding Rd.
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-671-6145

210 E Main St.
Front Royal, VA 22630

703-330-2222

*$100 ADT Visa Reward Card: Requires 36-month monitoring contract starting at $28.99/mo. (24-month monitoring con-
tract in California, total fees from $695.76), and enrollment in ADT EasyPay. Requires minimum purchase price of $449. One (1) 
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General: Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verifi cation. System 
remains property of ADT. Local permit fees may be required. Prices and offers subject to change and may vary by market. Addi-
tional taxes and fees may apply. Satisfactory credit required. A security deposit may be required. Simulated screen images and 
photos are for illustrative purposes only.
©2021 ADT LLC dba ADT Security Services. All rights reserved. ADT, the ADT logo, 800.ADT.ASAP and the product/service names 
listed in this document are marks and/or registered marks. Unauthorized use is strictly prohibited. Third-party marks are 
the property of their respective owners. License information available at www.ADT.com/legal or by calling 800.ADT.ASAP. CA 
ACO7155, 974443, PPO120288; FL EF0001121; LA F1639, F1640, F1643, F1654, F1655; MA 172C; NC Licensed by the Alarm 
Systems Licensing Board of the State of North Carolina, 7535P2, 7561P2, 7562P10, 7563P7, 7565P1, 7566P9, 7564P4; NY 
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YOUR EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS OFFER

Call now to redeem your exclusive o� er!

1-833-486-0376
Redemption code:

DF-CD-NP-Q321

Reply by: 

October 15, 2021
We’re available 24/7.

See if you qualify for same-day service!

Get a $100 ADT
Visa Reward Card*

*With 36-month monitoring contract. Early termination and installation fees apply. Reward card issued by MetaBank®, 
N.A., Member FDIC. Card terms and expiration apply. For full terms, see below. 

Cameras
Choose from indoor, 

outdoor & doorbell cams so 

you can keep watch even 

when you aren’t there with 

upgrade to ADT Video.

Touchscreen panel
Open up a world of smart home 

capabilities for you and your 

family with ADT Secure or higher.

$100 Visa Reward Card
It pays to choose ADT to help 

protect your home and family.

Call now for ADT home security
+ get a $100 ADT Visa® Reward Card*

Now Offering Commercial & Residential

Electrical Services
Home Repairs • Remodeling

Decks • Fences
Junk Removal • And More!

Christoff Construction LLC
Serving Stephens City and Beyond
703-895-7711 | www.christoffconstruction.com

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates
CALL NOW!
703-895-7711During this pandemic winter, when people seem 

to need family and pets more than ever, Spay 
Today is here to support.  Spay Today’s our area’s 
non-profit, reduced-priced spay and neuter clinic.  
CHOOSE from MANY vets over a WIDE area! At the 
time of surgery, initial shots and tests can also be 
obtained at lower rates.

Contact Spay Today:  
www.spay-today.org 
or call 304-728-8330
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 Outdoor cooking is a staple come 
the warmer weather. When the dog 
days of summer arrive, few people 
want to spend time turning on the 
oven or standing by the stove. Th at’s 
when mastering grilling or barbe-
cuing becomes so essential. 
 Many people now have smokers 
in their outdoor cooking arsenals. 
Th e slow and low style of cook-
ing imparts rich, smokey fl avor 
and can create tender, fall-off -the-
bone results wrapped in a delicious 
bark. Brisket and ribs are some 
of the foods associated with bar-
becue, but a perfect pulled pork 
recipe can yield juicy sandwiches 
or main courses accompanied by 
cornbread or cole slaw. Get barbe-
cue ready with “Competition-Style 
Pulled Pork” from “BBQ Revolu-
tion” (Quarto Publishing Group) by 
Mitch Benjamin, author and Char 
Bar restaurant owner.

Directions:

 Fire up your smoker to 225 F 
with a good smoke rolling and get 
ready for battle. Th e meat will have 
a big fat cap on it, and you should 

trim that down to a thin layer. Th e 
meat contains a large amount of fat 
throughout, so don’t worry about it 
drying out; it will be plenty moist. 
Th en, you need to focus on the 
money muscle, trimming the meat 
to look like a log, which exposes as 
much money muscle as possible for 
seasoning, smoke, and bark.
 Once you have trimmed the 
meat, it’s time to inject. Th is is the 
fun part — load up your injector or 
syringe and pump that bad boy full 
of juice, injecting it randomly all 
over the meat, until it is packed full. 
After you have loaded it up, make 

sure to pat the meat dry with paper 
towels. Th en, cover liberally in Meat 
Mitch Competition WHOMP! Rub 
and let it sit for about 30 minutes to 
sweat.
 With your meat ready and your 
smoker rolling at 225 F, place your 
meat inside the smoker. Feed the 
fi re with some unlit charcoal and 
chunks of pecan and cherry. Close 
it up and make sure you have plenty 
of charcoal and pecan and cherry 
wood. You’ll be smoking for ap-
proximately 6 hours.
 Every 30 minutes, open up the 
smoker and spray the meat with ap-
ple juice. (Put about 1⁄2 cup of apple 
juice in a spray bottle for this.) After 
about 6 hours, check the meat to 
see if you’ve achieved that mahog-
any bark. 
 When this bark is achieved, lay 
the pork on a big sheet of aluminum 
foil. Pour the Stubbs Pork Marinade 
around the base of the meat, close 
up the foil, and return the meat to 
the smoker. Th is step essentially 
steams the meat and breaks it down 
to achieve the tenderness you want; 
keep the smoker at 225 F. Th is stage 
usually lasts 3 hours, but it can al-
ways vary. At the end of the cook, 
you are watching for internal tem-
perature to reach the target goal of 
197 F. You don’t want it so tender 
that the money muscle falls apart. 
Remove the meat from the pit and 
open up the foil to let out the steam. 
Th en, close it back up and place it 
in a dry cooler to rest for at least an 
hour. (I have let it rest for up to 4 
hours, and it was great.) 
 Next, doctor up your barbecue 
sauce. Take a bottle of Meat Mitch 
WHOMP! Naked BBQ Sauce and 
pour it into a pan along with enough 
apple juice and honey to thin the 
sauce and make it slightly sweeter. 
Also, the honey adds to the shine. 
Remember, judges eat with their 
eyes fi rst. Heat the pan on the back 
of the smoker box, making sure to 
stir frequently so it does not burn.
 Finally, it’s time to break down 
the meat. Carefully carve out the 

money muscle, keeping it as a 
perfectly shaped loaf, move it to a 
separate pan, and cover it with foil 
to keep it warm. It’s time to remove 
the bone. It should slide out easily 
and clean — if so, job well done! 
Chunk the remaining meat, paying 
close attention to the bark, trying 
to capture the best pieces. Separate 
the meat into nice barky chunks 
and tubes and then pull and slightly 
shred the remaining pork. Lightly 
glaze the meat with sauce, making 
sure not to add too much. Cover the 
pan with foil and set aside.
 Turn your attention to the mon-

ey muscle. Brush the muscle with 
sauce; add just a light coating. It 
should glisten with the honey in the 
sauce. Next, carefully slice it into 
even pieces, but make sure to keep 
the loaf shape intact. 
 To assemble, start with the ar-
ranged greens in a serving box. 
Th en, place the money muscle slices 
along the back of the box and fi ll in 
the front of the box with chunks on 
one side and pulled pork on the oth-
er side. If you’re serving it in your 
backyard, drop it on the picnic table 
and watch your neighbors fi ght it 
out.

Competition-Style Pulled Pork
Serves 12 to 14

10 to 12-pound bone-in pork butt (Boston butt)
1 cup Meat Mitch Competition WHOMP! Rub
1 cup pork injection, mixed according to the package
 directions (optional)
 Apple juice
1 bottle (16 ounces) Stubb’s Pork Marinade (optional)
1 bottle (21 ounces) Meat Mitch WHOMP! Naked BBQ 
 Sauce
1 tablespoon honey
 Greens (Such as parsley, lettuce, or kale to create a serving 
 bed)

Beat the heat with smoked pulled pork

On Second Thought Consign & Thrift

Check out our Facebook Page for 
Weekly Updated Pictures & SALE Information

TWO Locations!
476 North Main St.

(former Ben Franklin Store)
WOODSTOCK  540-459-2655
390 East King Street, Suite 6

(Beside Blue Ridge Hospice Thrift Shop)
STRASBURG  540-465-2655

WOODSTOCKWOODSTOCK

STRASBURG
Three Generations, Two Locations, One Goal

Come in Soon and See what Everyone is talking about! We’re an Upscale Consignment Store but we 
have DAILY Sales of 25% to 90% OFF! EVERY WEEK we put THOUSANDS of “New to Us” Items 
that come from our over 5,500 consignors. We have Unique, Vintage and Antique Items from Estates, 
Clothing and Shoes for the Entire Family (some new with tags) , Home Décor, Housewares, Jewelry, 
Antiques, Purses, Linens, Toys, Furniture, over 12,000 DVDs (starting at .99). We work hard Every 
Day to provide our customers with the best consignment/shopping experience. Your One Stop Thrift 
Shop with something for everyone. Make the Shift to Thrift!

We are a unique and fun place to shop and are one of the largest Consign & Thrift Stores located 
in the State of Virginia. Now accepting Consignments and Donations.

Both stores are Open Mon-Wed 9-6, Thur, Fri & Sat 9-7 and Closed Sunday.

Sing HU and discover:Sing HU and discover:
A key to open your heart, andA key to open your heart, and

Experiences of peace 
A key to open your heart, andA key to open your heart, and

Experiences of peace Experiences of peace and calm

www.eckankar.org -or- www.thesoundofsoul.org

Virginia Satsang Society, Inc., a Chartered Affiliate of Eckankar

EckankarEckankar Presents Presents -
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Friday, July 30, 2021: Mostly 
sunny, with a high near 85. North-
west wind 6 to 9 mph, with gusts 
as high as 20 mph.

Friday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 57. Northwest 
wind around 6 mph becoming 
calm in the evening.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 82. Calm wind.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 61.

Sunday: A chance of showers 
after 2pm. Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 86. Chance of precipita-
tion is 30%.

Sunday Night: A chance of 
showers before 8pm. Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 61. 
Chance of precipitation is 30%.

Monday: Sunny, with a high 
near 85.

Monday Night: A chance of 
showers after 2am. Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 61. Chance of 
precipitation is 30%.

Tuesday: A chance of showers 
and thunderstorms. Partly sunny, 

with a high near 81. Chance of 
precipitation is 40%.

Tuesday Night: A chance of 
thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 62. Chance of 
precipitation is 30%.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 83.

Wednesday Night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 62.

Th ursday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 85.

Ask Stewart

Hi Stewart,

 School is starting soon and I 
need to submit a book report. Any 
ideas?

– A Student

 Yes, I recently read FINDING 
THE MOTHER TREE: Discover-
ing the Wisdom of the Forest, by 
Suzanne Simard, 2021.  
 Suzanne Simard is a pioneer on 
the frontier of plant communi-

cation and intelligence.  She has 
been hailed as a scientist who con-
veys complex, technical ideas in a 
way that is dazzling and profound. 
Her work has infl uenced fi lmmak-
ers (the Tree of Souls of James 
Cameron’s  Avatar) and her TED 
talks have been viewed by more 
than 10 million people worldwide.
 Finding the Mother Tree is part 
memoir and part biology/forest 
ecology. She tells stories about her 
upbringing, her love for trees, the 
diffi  culties of being a woman in a 
male dominated job, the challenge 
of being a scientist and a mother. 
Her work proved that clearcutting 
damaged the forest health.
 As Simard brings us into her in-
timate world of the trees, she bril-
liantly illuminates the fascinating 
and vital truths--that trees are 
not simply the source of timber or 
pulp, but are a complex, interde-
pendent circle of life.  Th e forests 
are social, cooperative creatures 
connected through underground 
networks by which trees commu-
nicate their vitality and vulner-
abilities with communal lives not 
that diff erent from our own.
 While I didn’t understand all of 
the science, or care about all of her 
personal issues, I was enthralled 
with the author’s story of profes-

sional growth and discovery.  I 
was especially impressed with 
the amount of detail she could re-
member and vividly describe over 
her lifetime. 
 Most poignantly Simard says:
 “Th is is not a book about how 
we can save trees.
 Th is is a book about how trees 
might save us.”
 Your Pal in the Mother Tree,

– Stewart
Th e Front Royal/Warren County 

Tree Steward program began in 
1997 with volunteers dedicated 
to improving the health of trees by 

providing educational programs, 
tree planting and care demon-
strations, and tree maintenance 
throughout the community. Th e 
group now consists of over 30 ac-
tive members with several interns 
working toward becoming certifi ed 
tree stewards from our annual “All 
About Trees Class”. Each month 
Stewart will answer a question 
from our readers. Please forward 
it to “Stewart” in care of: 
frwctreestewards@comcast.net

and we may publish it in a future 
issue. Please visit our website at:

www.treesfrontroyal.org

CALL TODAY TO
SCHEDULE YOUR
PERSONAL TOUR!

540-636-2008

24/7 Care
For Your Loved Ones
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973 BUCK MOUNTAIN ROAD
BENTONVILLE, VA 22610

HIDDENSPRINGSSENIORLIVING.COM
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ENGLE’S ANGLE:
“5 Steps to Better Health”

by Kevin S. Engle

 Going to the doctor is compli-
cated these days.  A lot more than 
it used to be.
 You don’t just make an appoint-
ment and show up.
 That’d be too simple.
 Now it’s a multiple step process.
 Step one.  Make your appoint-
ment.
 Step two.  A few days or even a 
week or two before, you’ll get an 
email, phone call or text remind-
ing you of your appointment.
 But there’s more to it than that.
 Step two isn’t just a friendly re-
minder.  The doctor’s office wants 
you to confirm that you still in-
tend to show up when you’re sup-

posed to.
 Step three.  Respond ‘Yes’ to the 
text or email, or call them back 
and tell them you’ll be there.
 And if you don’t?  Oh my, who 
knows what might happen.  I don’t 
even want to think about that.
 Step four.  This is optional.  
Some doctor’s offices even want 
you to log in to your account and 
check in before you go.
 What if I don’t have an account?
 I don’t have one, and I don’t 
want one.
 That just means another ac-
count name and password.  I have 
enough of those already.
 And finally, Step five.  Go to the 
appointment.
 I’m exhausted just thinking 
about it.
 I get it.  People forget things.
 I forget things.
 Like where I’m going with this 
story.
 Oh yeah, if you forget to go to 
your appointment, your doctor 
won’t like that.
 I understand, but come on.  Is 
all this really necessary?
 It must be, since all of my doc-
tors are doing it.
 Yes, yes, yes, I’ll be there.
 Do you need to know what I’ll 
be wearing too?

 Several years ago, my shoulder 
was bothering me.  My knee had 
been sore too.
 I made an appointment with 
a specialist.  An orthopedic sur-
geon.
 It was my first time seeing him.
 He was a nice guy.  I liked him.
 But he wouldn’t look at both my 
shoulder and knee.
 I had to pick one or the other.
 Are you serious?
 Yeah.
 I chose my shoulder.  It was 
bothering me more.
 Why did I have to choose?
 I don’t remember for sure.  It 
was either office policy or an in-
surance thing.
 What I do know is that it was 
inconvenient and annoying.
 If I wanted him to look at my 
knee, I’d have to make a second 
appointment.  And a second ap-
pointment comes with a second 
office visit charge.
 Hey doc, I’m here right now, 
can you please look at both?
 Last week I was at my regular 
doctor.
 My PCP.
 That’s medical talk for Primary 
Care Physician, not the mind-
altering drug that could lead to 
hallucinations.  I have those natu-
rally.
 It was time for my annual physi-
cal.
 And yes, his office reminded 

me about it and I confirmed I’d be 
there.
 Well, it seems you’re only al-
lowed to talk about certain things 
at your annual physical nowadays.
 If you want to talk about other 
stuff, that’s a regular doctor visit, 
not a physical.
 You need another appointment 
to discuss those things.
 Really?
 What if I fall off my bike and 
break an arm and a leg?
 Do I have to choose which one 
to fix?
 It’s probably best I don’t find 
out.
 The author never made an ap-
pointment for his knee.  And it’s 
not sore anymore.

– kevinengle456@comcast.net
 The Best of Engle’s Angle is avail-
able online or pick up a signed 
copy at a local bookstore.

Valley Health announces new 
safety standard: all employees 

and medical staff to receive 
COVID-19 vaccine

 Valley Health recently an-
nounced to its 6,300 employees 
and affiliated physicians that, in a 
move to improve patient and em-
ployee safety, the COVID-19 vac-

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
 Aries, feelings of nostalgia may 
come over you this week, prompting 
you to look at old family movies or 
thumb through photo albums. Enjoy 
this trip down Memory Lane.  
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
 It is good to remain positive and 
keep an open mind, Taurus. Maintain 
your optimistic attitude and others 
will soon gravitate toward you.
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
 Take heart that many people 
around you are experiencing extreme 
emotions this week, Gemini. Help 
them work through the situation and 
your efforts won’t go unnoticed.
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
 Cancer, stand up and defend your-
self when the need arises. Your repu-
tation is beyond reproach, and for 
good reason. Others can be relied on 
to support you.  
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
 Leo, others appreciate your 
straightforward, no-nonsense at-
titude. You’ll find support by being 
honest at all times, so keep up the 
good work.
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
 Virgo, you often like things to be 
orderly and fact-based. However, this 
week you may find yourself clouded 
by emotions. You may have to go with 
your heart this time. 
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
 Reach out to others for help with a 
sticky situation, Libra. Only by letting 
others know that you may need some 
support will you get friends and fam-
ily to come to your aid.
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
 Scorpio, you can’t always assume 
that people will be in tune with your 
needs. You may need to advocate for 
yourself if you want help along the 
way. 
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
 Don’t jump too quickly into making 
decisions this week, Sagittarius. Take 
some time to consider a situation and 
then form your opinion.
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
 Capricorn, don’t avoid emotional 
topics right now, even if you’re tempt-
ed to run in the opposite direction. 
Facing a strong challenge will make 
you much stronger.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
 To reveal the truth about some-
thing, tap into your psychic abilities, 
Aquarius. It may cause others to be a 
bit uncomfortable, but it is important 
to clarify things right now.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
 Pisces, when dealing with power-
ful, opinionated forces, including 
your own, it’s best to keep a level head 
and remain patient.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

AUGUST 1 
 JJ Hannon, Singer (20)
AUGUST 2
 Kevin Smith, Director (51)
AUGUST 3
 Martha Stewart, Entrepreneur (80)
AUGUST 4
 Daniel Dae Kim, Actor (53)
AUGUST 5
 Jesse Williams, Actor (40)
AUGUST 6
 Robin van Persie, Athlete (38)
AUGUST 7
 Charlize Theron, Actress (46)

See BRIEFS, 18to schedule your FREE in-home consultation
CALL BY JUNE 30

BOGO 
40% OFF

Call for details
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cination will be added to the list of 
required vaccinations for all em-
ployees, medical staff  members, 
and contractors. Th e standard 
takes eff ect immediately for all 
new employees joining the health 
system and requires all employ-
ees, providers, and contractors to 
be fully vaccinated by November 
1, 2021.
 “Since the release of the fi rst 
COVID-19 vaccine in Decem-
ber, and the CDC’s identifi cation 
of healthcare workers as being 
among the highest priority, we 
have made it convenient for our 
employees to protect themselves, 
their families, their coworkers and 
those we serve,” said Valley Health 
President and CEO Mark Nantz. 
“We vigorously encouraged, but 
did not require, the vaccine in 
the same way we require vacci-
nation for many other infectious 

diseases. With a growing body of 
evidence demonstrating how safe 
and eff ective the vaccines are, we 
believe requiring our staff  to take 
this step to stop the spread of 
the virus is the most responsible 
course of action.”
 Jeff rey Feit, MD, Valley Health 
Population and Community 
Health Offi  cer, has immersed 
himself in COVID-19 vaccine 
research and statistics, as well as 
physician and public sentiment. 
“Th e science is clear: more than 
3.5 billion vaccine doses have 
been administered worldwide. 
Th e vaccines have proven to be 
very safe and highly eff ective 
in preventing hospitalizations, 
death, and spread of the virus. Th e 
eff ects of COVID-19 illness are far 
more concerning than those of the 
vaccine,” Feit said
 Th e new Valley Health require-
ment takes eff ect immediately, 
with the expectation that new 

employees will either provide 
evidence of vaccination or com-
plete the vaccination series two 
weeks prior to beginning work. 
Employees who are managers or 
above and medical staff  members 
must provide evidence of prior 
completion of the vaccination se-
ries or receive their fi rst dose by 
August 16. Th e balance of unvac-
cinated staff  have until October 1 
to receive their fi rst dose and until 
November 1 to complete the se-
ries. Vaccination is provided free 
of charge at locations throughout 
Valley Health.
 Staff  who are unable to receive 
the vaccine for medical or reli-
gious reasons may apply for an 
exemption, which will be care-
fully and confi dentially evaluated. 
Team members who remain un-
vaccinated beyond their assigned 
deadline and do not have an ap-
proved exemption will be subject 
to suspension or termination.

 Iyad Sabbagh, MD, Valley 
Health’s Chief Physician Execu-
tive, acknowledged the extraordi-
nary work done by the staff , nurs-
es and physicians over the course 
of the pandemic and reaffi  rmed 
the organization’s commitment to 
the safety of its patients and em-
ployees. “Valley Health employ-
ees have seen fi rst-hand the dev-
astation COVID-19 has caused 
people in our region; we’ve lost 
family, friends and colleagues to 
this deadly virus,” Sabbagh said. 
“Th e scientifi c evidence, as well as 
our real-world experiences, show 
COVID-19 vaccines are safe and 
eff ective. Valley Health is a place 
of helping and healing, and we 
strongly believe that this is the 
right thing to do for our patients, 
our staff  and our community.”
 “Every patient, every commu-
nity member, and every employee 
must know that safety is our top 

priority, and when visiting any 
Valley Health facility they should 
feel confi dent we have done all we 
can to keep them safe,” concluded 
Nantz.

Business news

 Andréa Ross Joins Warren 
County Habitat for Humanity
as New Executive Director Front 
Royal, Virginia Warren County 
Habitat for Humanity, Inc. is ex-
cited to announce that Andréa 
Ross has joined the organization 
as its new Executive Director. 
Andréa comes to Habitat with a 
wealth of experience in single and 
multi-family home maintenance, 
repair, and management. She is 
active in the local Warren-Page 
NAACP and other community in-
terests.

Code Ninjas Front Royal is now 
hosting weekly clubs based on 
two popular game platforms your 
children already know and love (if 
they don’t, we can teach them!) 
Our Monday Minecraft Club will 
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allow ninjas to explore creating 
their own modifications, group 
activities and playing together 
on our server. On Tuesdays our 
Roblox club will dive deeper into 
this popular game platform where 
ninjas can work on creating their 
own games.
 People Incorporated, a Virginia-
based community action agency, 

is joining forces with Blue Ridge 
Area Food Bank and regional 
partners to help feed hungry chil-
dren and families this summer. 
Six food distributions are planned 
for community members in Fred-
erick, Shenandoah, and Warren 
Counties during the summer 
months.
 Local students entering grades 

sixth through eight this fall are in-
vited to a free Pool Party hosted 
by Warren Coalition! This fun 
event will be held on Saturday, 
July 31st, from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m. at Claude A. Stokes Commu-
nity Pool.
 The Warren County Depart-
ment of Social Services will host 
a job fair for residents on August 
5th, 10 am - 3 pm at the Health 

and Human Service Complex 
Gymnasium 465 W. 15th Street, 
Front Royal.  Local employers 
with job opening are encouraged 
to participate.  Many local em-
ployers will be on hand accepting 
applications. Additionally, local 
education programs will share 
course and training opportuni-
ties. If you are in need of trans-
portation, contact the Royal Trol-

ley Service at 540-825-2456 for 
route information. For any other 
questions please call the Warren 
County Department of Social Ser-
vices at 540-635-3430 x 3352.
 Mountain View Music pres-
ents a three-part Food Science 
Lecture Series with Mark Tapsak: 
How often do you think about 
what you eat? Humans are omni-

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Ponds
 6. “Unbelievable” musicians
 9. Invests in little enterprises
13. Longtime Utah Jazz coach
14. Small sailboat
15. “Luther” actor
16. Round Dutch cheese
17. Detects underwater objects
18. Harsh, grating noise
19. Steward
21. Fencing sword
22. Painful places on the body
23. “Sleepless in Seattle” actress Ryan
24. Sodium
25. Engineering degree (abbr.)
28. Small lump
29. African antelope
31. Electronic point of sale
33. Carefully chooses
36. Ringworm
38. Unrefined
39. Drenches
41. Type of pants
44. Son of Noah
45. Spiritual being
46. Upton Sinclair novel
48. Journalist Tarbell
49. Atomic #21 (abbr.)
51. Born  of
52. Rich tapestry
54. S. China seaport
56. Being without clothes
60. Surrounded by
61. Remains
62. Away from wind
63. Dried-up
64. One who can see the future
65. A very large body of water
66. Digs up earth
67. Type of screen
68. Old Norse poet

CLUES DOWN
 1. Millisecond
 2. Spanish city
 3. Sudden, very loud sound
 4. Type of chair
 5. Tin
 6. Sea eagles
 7. Broad volcanic crater
 8. Some animals have it
 9. Ottoman palaces
10. Divulge a secret
11. “A Doll’s House” playwright
12. “It’s a Wonderful Life” director
14. Poisonous perennial
17. Gulf in the Aegean
20. Clothes
21. Chairs
23. Family of regulator genes
25. NY ballplayer
26. Impressive in size or scope
27. Jacques __, Fr. biologist
29. Manhattanite
30. Genus of lemurs
32. Sings to
34. River in southern Italy
35. Supplemented with difficulty
37. Farewell
40. Senior officer
42. Utah resident
43. Begets
47. Boy
49. Violently break
50. Brief appearance
52. Expressed pleasure
53. A light informal meal
55. Fabric with smooth finish
56. One billionth of a second (abbr.)
57. Ancient Greek City
58. Close tightly
59. Commit
61. A way to communicate (abbr.)
65. Heavy metal
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Shenandoah Senior Living
103 Lee Burke Road

Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-7923

Introducing Our New Memory Care Unit
Please call us today to schedule your in-person tour of our 
beautiful Assisted Living and Memory Care Community. Quality 
healthcare for your loved one at a price you can afford.

Please check us out on Facebook or on our website at:  shenandoahsl.com
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vores and our modern-day food 
choices are staggering. Most 
consider this to be overwhelm-
ing. It’s diffi  cult to consider what 
is healthy, good for both you and 
the environment, and still tastes 
good. Th is three-part lecture se-
ries will unpack these questions, 
dive into food science principles, 
and take a look at food and our 
food production systems through 
the lens of a seasoned chemistry 
professor. Just because we can eat 
about everything, doesn’t mean 
we should. August 5th will be the 
second lecture in the series on 
Fermentation: Allowing bacteria 
and yeasts do the work for us. 
September 2nd is the fi nal lecture 
in the series on Food Preserva-
tion: Pickling, smoking, canning 
and other methods to store what 
you’ve made. Each Th ursday the 
doors will open at 6:30 p.m. and 

lectures s start promptly at 7:00 
p.m. Cost: Free-will off ering

Green Mantle aims to pro-
vide opportunities to enter more 
deeply into the beautiful world 
that surrounds us, by exposure 
to beauty through the arts and by 
expanding the intellect by way of 
thought-provoking lectures. Lec-
tures will be held at: Mountain 
View Music Studio, 217 E. Main 
Street, Front Royal, VA

Fatal crash in Warren County

 Virginia State Police Trooper 
W. Diberardine is investigating a 
single-vehicle fatal crash in War-
ren County. Th e crash occurred 
Wednesday, July 28, 2021, at 9:35 
p.m. near the intersection of 
Route 522 (Winchester Road) and 
Crooked Run Plaza.
 A 2001 Ford F-150 traveling 

North on Rt. 522 ran off  the left 
side of the roadway, drove through 
a median, crossed the southbound 
lanes of traffi  c and continued driv-
ing off  road.  Th e Ford then drove 
through a retention pond, went 
airborne and overturned before 
coming to rest against a tree.
 Th e driver of the Ford, Shawn 
E. Stensland, 31, of White Post, 
VA, was not wearing a seatbelt 
and was ejected from the vehicle. 
Stensland was transported to 
Winchester Medical Center for 
treatment of life-threatening inju-

ries. Stensland later succumbed to 
his injuries.
 Alcohol and speed are both 
being considered factors in the 
crash.
 Th e crash remains under inves-
tigation.

Warren Coalition hosts free 
pool party for students entering 

middle school this fall

 Local students entering grades 
sixth through eight this fall are 
invited to a free Pool Party host-
ed by Warren Coalition! Th is fun 
event will be held on Saturday, 
July 31st, from 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm 
at Claude A. Stokes Community 
Pool.

 Th ough admission to the pool 
party is free, the Coalition will 
accept donations of cans of corn, 
black beans, green beans, and car-
rots to benefi t the Linda G. Krull 
Family Feeding Program.

Reported bird deaths slowing

 In late May, wildlife manag-
ers in multiple states, including 
Virginia, began receiving reports 
of sick and dying birds that were 
exhibiting eye issues (swelling, 
crust discharge, etc.), along with 
neurological symptoms. Fre-
quently reported species and age 
classes observed exhibiting these 
symptoms were young common 
grackles, blue jays, European star-
lings, and American robins. Other 
species of sick songbirds have also 
been reported but in much lower 
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numbers. No human health or 
domestic livestock and poultry is-
sues have been reported thus far.
 Virginia was one of the fi rst 
states that received reports of 
birds displaying eye and neurolog-
ical signs. As a result, since early 
June, the Virginia Department of 
Wildlife Resources (DWR), along 
with other local collaborating 
organizations, has been docu-
menting dead or sick bird reports 
and submissions to cooperating 
wildlife rehabilitation hospitals. 
From these data, DWR was able 
to target our response guidance 
to the areas of Virginia most likely 
to be aff ected by this mortality 
event, which include Alexandria, 
Arlington, Clarke, Fairfax, Falls 
Church, Fauquier, Frederick, Lou-
doun, Manassas, Prince William, 
Shenandoah, Warren, and Win-

chester. 
 Since early June, reports of dead 
or sick birds from the aff ected ar-
eas submitted via DWR’s online 
form have decreased by 50%.  Re-
ports of dead or sick birds submit-
ted to the Animal Rescue League 
of Arlington (ARLA) have also 
dropped from an average of 17 re-
ports per day in early June to 1.5 
reports per day in July.  In the last 
two weeks, cooperating wildlife 
rehabilitation veterinarians in the 
aff ected area and ARLA staff  have 
only reported a total of two obser-
vations of aff ected birds. 
 DWR is working with the vari-
ous wildlife health labs involved 
in this investigation, as well as 
the other states involved in this 
mortality event.  Diagnostic in-
vestigations of this nature can be 
prolonged, due to the wide range 

of testing possibilities, and be-
cause of this no defi nitive cause(s) 
of illness or death have been de-
termined at this time. Experts 
are utilizing all possible diagnos-
tic avenues including toxicology 
(herbicides, pesticides, etc.), viral, 
bacterial, and parasitology.
 DWR continues to recommend 
that people discontinue bird feed-
ing in the aff ected areas until 
further notice. For the remain-
der of the state, DWR advises 
removing bird feeders anytime 
multiple dead birds are observed 
on a property over a short period 
of time.  Feeders and bird baths 
should be disinfected with a 10% 
bleach solution (one part bleach 
mixed with nine parts water), 
rinsed with water, and allowed to 
air dry.  Generally, for the health 
of wild birds, it is a good practice 

to disinfect bird feeders and baths 
at least every two weeks.
 If you encounter sick or dead 
birds, in Virginia, please submit 
an event report at dwr.virginia.
gov/wildlife/diseases/bird-mor-
tality-reporting-form/. For addi-
tional information on this mortal-
ity event, please visit dwr.virginia.
gov/wildlife/diseases/2021-bird-
mortality-event/. 
 To dispose of dead birds, place 
the bird (s) in a plastic bag, seal, 
and discard with household trash 
or alternatively bury them at least 
3 feet.  DWR will continue to up-
date the public on diagnostic re-
sults and provide guidance once 
the mortality event is believed to 
be concluded.

Looking to advanced DNA 
testing to aid with ongoing 
1998 Strasburg homicide & 

abduction

 July 27, 2021 marks 23 years 
since a 10-week-old baby girl 
disappeared and her mother was 
violently murdered at their apart-
ment in the Town of Strasburg. 
Th e Virginia State Police (VSP) 
Bureau of Criminal Investiga-

tion’s (BCI) Culpeper Field Of-
fi ce is awaiting results from new, 
advanced DNA testing utilized as 
part of the still ongoing criminal 
investigation.
 “As technology has changed 
and advanced, so have our tactics 
in working to solve these tragic 
crimes,” said Capt. John A. De-
fi lippi, VSP BCI Culpeper Field 
Offi  ce commander. “Th e DNA 
testing will provide additional in-
formation that will greatly aid us 
with advancing this case. But, we 
are still encouraging anyone with 
information related to Allyson’s 
disappearance and Sylena’s death 
to still come forward with infor-
mation.”
 Th e infant, Allyson Kathleen 
Dalton, was last seen at approxi-
mately 7:45 a.m. on July 27, 1998, 
at her mother’s second-fl oor 
apartment in the 100 block of 
Charles Street in Strasburg. She 
was with her mother, Sylena Jo 
Dalton, at the time.
 Later that same day, at 2:25 
p.m., one of the mother’s co-
workers found 20-year-old Syl-
ena stabbed to death on a couch 
inside the residence. Allyson was 
unaccounted for and has not been 
seen since that morning. Investi-
gators believe Sylena was killed 
between 9:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., 
that morning of July 27, 1998. 
Neighbors told police that no 
screams were heard nor was there 
any disturbance made that morn-
ing at the apartment. No murder 
weapon was found at the scene.
 Allyson’s father, Daniel E. Pom-
pell, told state police agents he 
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stopped at the residence on the 
morning of the murder. Witnesses 
confi rm seeing him outside the 
apartment with a bundle under 
his arm. State Police are apprecia-
tive of Mr. Pompell’s continued 
cooperation related to the ongo-
ing investigation as state police 
persists in its eff orts to still locate 
his infant daughter.
 Anyone with information about 
the case is encouraged to contact 
VSP Senior Special Agent Mike 
Jones at (540) 829-7400 or at bci.
culpeper@vsp.virginia.gov

Apply Now for the 2021 
Virginia Beehive Distribution 

Program!

Must be a Virginia resident, 
aged 18 and older to be eligible to 
receive beehive units
 Th e Virginia Department of Ag-
riculture and Consumer Services 
(VDACS) is now accepting appli-
cations for the 2021 Beehive Dis-
tribution Program. Applications 
will be accepted through August 
4, 2021. Th e program provides 
free equipment for assembling 
new beehives to Virginia resi-
dents. Qualifi ed applicants will 
be selected at random from all eli-
gible applications received during 
the application period.
 Individuals who are residents of 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
and 18 years of age or older at 
the time an application is sub-
mitted, are eligible to receive 
beehive units. Entities such as 
businesses, non-profi t organiza-
tions, and government agencies 
are not eligible to receive beehive 
units. Multiple individuals with 
the same mailing and/or physical 
address (household) may apply to 
the program, however; distribu-
tion of beehive units is limited to 
no more than three beehive units 
per household in the same fi scal 
year, July 1 to June 30.
 Recipients of beehive units 
must assemble the equipment and 
occupy it with a colony of honey 
bees within one year of receiving 
the equipment. VDACS does not 
provide honey bees, equipment 
for managing the hives such as 
personal safety equipment, or 
honey processing equipment.
 To learn more about the Bee-
hive Distribution Program or sub-
mit an application beginning July 
20, please visit the Beehive Distri-
bution Program website.

 For more information, contact 
the VDACS Offi  ce of Plant Indus-
try Services at 804.786.3515 or va-
bees@vdacs.virginia.gov

Carjacking suspects in custody 
after multi-state track

 On Sunday, July 18, 2021 at 
12:45 p.m., Winchester Police 
responded to a parking garage at 
Winchester Medical Center for a 
report of a carjacking. Th e owner 
of the car reported that a male 
brandishing a knife and a female 
approached him in the garage. 
After an altercation, the suspects 
took the victim’s 2016 Jeep Cher-
okee. Th e victim sustained minor 
injuries.
 Offi  cers were able to track the 
location of the vehicle to Dela-
ware, where Delaware State Police 
picked up pursuit and eventu-
ally lost visual. Th e vehicle was 
then located in Elkton, Maryland, 
where the suspects had aban-
doned the vehicle outside of a ho-
tel and fl ed on foot. Cecil County 
Sheriff ’s Deputies apprehended 
the suspects. Phillip Allen, 29, and 
Tiff any Th omas, 32, each of New 
Castle, Delaware, were extradited 
to Winchester and taken to the 
Northwest Regional Adult Deten-
tion Center.
 Allen is charged with grand 
larceny, carjacking, attempted 
malicious wounding, credit card 
theft, and larceny of a cell phone. 
Th omas is charged with grand 
larceny, carjacking, conspiracy to 
commit a felony, and accessory.
 Th e Winchester Police Depart-
ment would like to thank Dela-
ware State Police and the Cecil 

County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce for their 
assistance with this case.

National Night Out Aug 3

 Save the date! On Tuesday, 
August 3, the Front Royal Police 
Department is bringing our An-
nual National Night Out event 
back to Main Street.  Th is annual 
event brings neighborhoods and 
law enforcement together to send 
the message that we are all work-
ing together to prevent crime and 
keep our communities safe.  
 We invite our community mem-
bers to join in the fun as we hold 
a block party at the Gazebo from 
6-9pm!  Th ere will be live music 
by Raised on Analog, food, infl at-
able fun for the kids and a lot of 
information and exhibits centered 
on safety awareness, crime and 
drug prevention, and information 
on local resources.  Th is also gives 
our community a chance to talk 
to our local fi rst responders and 
to ask them questions. So, we ask 
you, to lock your doors, turn on 
the outside lights and spend the 
evening outside with your neigh-
bors and fi rst responders of Front 
Royal!  
 Th is national event will involve 
over 17,000 communities from 
all 50 states, U.S. territories, Ca-
nadian cities, and military bases 
around the world. National Night 
Out is designed to: (1) Heighten 
crime and drug prevention aware-
ness; (2) Generate support for, 
and participation in, local an-
ticrime eff orts; (3) Strengthen 
neighborhood spirit and police-
community partnerships; and (4) 
Send a message to criminals let-
ting them know neighborhoods 
are organized and fi ghting back.    
 National Night Out showcases 
the vital importance of police-
community partnerships and 
citizen involvement in our fi ght to 
build a safer nation and communi-
ty.   Th is is the police department’s 
fourteenth year hosting NNO and 
without this partnership, law en-
forcement’s battle against crime 
would be limited.  We would like 
to thank our local sponsors and 
organizations that helped us bring 
this event to our community:  the 
Front Royal Police Foundation, 
Warren County/Front Royal Back 

the Blue, C&C Frozen Treats and 
the Warren Coalition.  Th e NNO 
2021 corporate sponsors are 
Ring, Associa, AT&T, Academy 
Sports+Outdoors and Starbucks.

Winchester Fire & Rescue 
extricates residents from East 

Street storm damage

 On Saturday, July 17, 2021 at 
approximately 6:23 p.m., a Utility 
unit from Winchester’s Friendship 

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-636-7566 
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Fire Company was fl agged down 
by an East Street resident who re-
ported a vehicle entrapment. As 
fi refi ghters arrived on scene, they 
found the metal roof of 200-220 
East Street had been blown off  of 
the building and wrapped around 
several vehicles, with four resi-
dents trapped in a van. Firefi ght-
ers were able to extricate the oc-
cupants with no injuries, and no 

injuries or deaths were reported 
as a result of the roof damage.
 Due to extensive interior water 
damage caused by strong storms, 
units 200-220 were declared un-
safe for habitation by the City’s 
building offi  cial. Fifty-fi ve oc-
cupants and multiple pets were 
evacuated from the properties. 
Winchester’s Emergency Manage-
ment team assessed the need for 

a shelter, but no sheltering assis-
tance was needed from the City or 
the American Red Cross.
 As of July 19, the structure has 
been temporarily covered and 
the property owners are in the 
process of obtaining permits to 
replace the metal roof and repair 
interior damage.

House of Hope making 
REAL diff erence for our local 

homeless

 Th e House of Hope (local transi-
tional program for homeless men) 
is so proud of many of its residents 
who have shown real progress and 
dedication to the program.   Life 
can be difficult...but it’s never too 
late to try and turn it around.  If 
you are ready, the House of Hope 
has tools to off er you including life 
skills training and budget strate-
gies.
 STORY OF THE WEEK - Resi-
dent #2: Since he has been at the 
house, he has been able to get his 
driver’s license reinstated, find a 
permanent$15 an hour job with 
overtime, able to get his iPad out 
of hock, solve a tax problem that 
had been haunting him for three 
years, register to vote, work on 
increasing his credit rate, pur-
chased a vehicle, and received a 
$2 an hour raise.  He is fully co-
operating with life management 
and supporting the house by do-
ing his chores and other needs 
when asked.  He spent some time 
with one of his music friends. To-
gether they have produced three 
songs to be sent off  to a record 
label.  While on a weekend visit 
with friends he was off ered a beer 
and did not stop drinking for two 
weeks.  He was allowed to come 
back and start over.  He secured 
a good job within a few days and 
then was off ered a $25 an hour 
job.  He was able to take this job 
because he had a car.  A friend of 
his off ered him the opportunity 
to share the rent so he decided to 
move out.  Within days, he knew 
he had made a mistake and asked 
to come back. He is being allowed 
to come back.  Hopefully this time 
things will fall in place, creating a 

turning point in his life.
 Donations are always welcome.  
Community support is how we 
keep the doors open for these 
men who are ready to get on track! 
https://www.warrencountyhome-
less.org/donate

– Jennifer Avery, House of Hope

Lord Fairfax Health District 
Warns Residents of Rabies Risk

 On the morning of July 16, 2021, 
two bats were found dead on the 
sidewalk, on the 200 block of Dar-
by Drive on the southeast side of 
Winchester.  Both bats were col-
lected and later tested positive for 
rabies, according to the Lord Fair-
fax Health District.
 “Th ese animals no longer pose 
a threat,” stated Lord Fairfax 
Health District Director Dr. Colin 
Greene, “however, anyone who 
believes that they, their child, or 
their pet, might have handled or 
come in physical contact with the 
bats should immediately call the 
Frederick-Winchester Health De-
partment at 540-722-3480.  Every-

one should keep in mind that any 
bite, scratch, or lick from a rac-
coon, fox, skunk, bat, or feral cat 
that could result in exposure to 
the animal’s saliva should be con-
sidered a potential rabies expo-
sure. Th is applies to humans and 
domestic animals, and any person 
or animal so exposed should re-
ceive an immediate medical eval-
uation.

Samuels Library Youth 
Programming - August 16-31

 Th ese are the events being 
presented by the Youth Services 
Department at Samuels Pub-
lic Library from August 16-31.  
More information about Samuels 
Library and the programs and 
services available can be found 
at www.samuelslibrary.net or by 
calling (540) 635-3153.
 Tuesday, August 17 –
 4:30 Virtual Science Scouts.  Ex-
plore the mysteries of the world 
through science!  How can you 
shrink your carbon footprint?  
What does that mean?  Find out 

Rambo’s ad sponsored by:

Hot Tub Heaven
Vacation Cabins

HotTubHeaven@yahoo.com
www.hthva.com

540-636-1522

Dog
Friendly!

Precious’s ad sponsored by:

A+J’s Lawn Care

We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174

• Mowing
• Weedeating
• Leaf Blowing
• Low Rates!

Amy’s ad sponsored by:

Tony’’s Tires

11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal

540-551-0922

NEW Tires and 
Complete Auto 
Maintenance!

Amy is a 2 yr old fe-
male black pit mix. She 
originally came to the 
shelter after being hit 
by a car and, besides 
a little shorter tail, she 
has made a full recov-
ery. A typical pitbull, this 
girl is all zoomies and 
kisses.  Her enthusiasm 

and energy make up for her lack of training, but 
you’ll probably want to work on that when you 
bring her home.

Boone is a 2 
year old male 
black and tan 
C o o n h o u n d . 
He is a typical 
hound, loud 
with his nose 
to the ground. 
He’s also a su-
per sweet boy 
and very treat 
motivated! He’s 
a good boy and 

will be a good companion to the right person!

With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. 
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!

Humane Society of Warren CountyHumane Society of Warren County
Waggin’ for Dragons, one of the region’s biggest fundraisers, is Waggin’ for Dragons, one of the region’s biggest fundraisers, is 
back on August 7, 2021 and is bigger than ever this year. We back on August 7, 2021 and is bigger than ever this year. We 
have partnered with the United Way of Front Royal-Warren have partnered with the United Way of Front Royal-Warren 
County and Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce County and Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce 
to host this year’s event and hope you will participate! This event to host this year’s event and hope you will participate! This event 
consists of teams of 20 paddlers along with a drummer to race consists of teams of 20 paddlers along with a drummer to race 
along the Shenandoah River in traditional dragon boats. Waggin’ along the Shenandoah River in traditional dragon boats. Waggin’ 
for Dragons (W4D) is a terrifi c opportunity for businesses and for Dragons (W4D) is a terrifi c opportunity for businesses and 
organizations looking for team building activities for their organizations looking for team building activities for their 
employees. It’s also a great way for families and friends to employees. It’s also a great way for families and friends to 
strengthen their relationships and enjoy spending time together. strengthen their relationships and enjoy spending time together. 
Registration is open now to participate with your business, Registration is open now to participate with your business, 
church, family, or friends. Register here: https://hswcevents.org/church, family, or friends. Register here: https://hswcevents.org/
waggin-for-dragons-team-registration/ or call the shelter at 540-waggin-for-dragons-team-registration/ or call the shelter at 540-
635-4734 to learn more! 635-4734 to learn more! 

Boone’s ad sponsored by:

Bentonville, VA • 636-2671
hillbillysjunkyard.com

Hillbilly’s Junkyard
Hillbilly has what you NEED!
4381 Stonewall Jackson Hwy

Precious is a 1 
year old female 
diluted brindle pit 
bull mix. She is 
dog friendly but 
a little cautious 
of people, so she 
needs a patient 
and understand-
ing person to 
come along to 
love her. If that’s 
you, you can put 

in an application and come meet this sweet girl!

Rambo is a 7 year old 
male brown and white 
pit mix. He is also wait-
ing for you, for 4 long 
months! He’s a very 
friendly boy, okay with 
cats and kids, but would 
prefer to be the only dog. 
He can be quite vocal, 
but his joy is contagious! 
Come check him out!
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when you watch on Facebook or 
YouTube.
 Thursday, August 19 –
 11:00 Garden Story Time.  Join 
us in our beautiful Children’s Gar-
den for story time!  Join us for 
some dino-fun with dinosaur sto-
ries and a take-home craft!  In the 
event of inclement weather, this 
event will be moved inside.
 Tuesday, August 24 –
 4:30 Science Scouts Outdoors.  

Explore the mysteries of the world 
through science!  Float a Boat 
will be our topic of discovery this 
week.  Registration is encouraged.  
In the event of inclement weather, 
this event will be moved inside, 
or may be viewed on the library’s 
Facebook page or YouTube chan-
nel.  This program is intended for 
ages 6-11.  
 Thursday, August 26 –
 11:00 Garden Story Time.  Join 
us in our beautiful Children’s Gar-
den for story time!  Our Favorites 
will be the theme of story time this 
week.  In the event of inclement 
weather, this event will be moved 
inside.
 Saturday, August 28 – 
 2:00 Discuss This.  Are you in-
spired by good books, articles, 
movies, and art?  Do you write, 

draw, or enjoy playing music? If 
so, join us as we discuss books 
and share our creations. This is a 
group for those who wish to talk 
seriously about a variety of topics.  
We will be meeting in the Chil-
dren’s Garden.    For ages 12-18.  
Registration is encouraged.  In the 
event of inclement weather, this 
event will be moved inside.
 Tuesday, August 31 -
 4:30 Science Scouts Outdoors.  
Explore the mysteries of the world 
through science!  Why do kites 
go up?  We’ll find out during this 
week’s club.  Registration is en-
couraged.  In the event of inclem-
ent weather, this event will be 
moved inside, or may be viewed 
on the library’s Facebook page or 
YouTube channel.  This program 
is intended for ages 6-11. 

Samuels Public Library Adult 
Programming - August 16-31

 You can find and register for 
all library events on our website, 
samuelslibrary.net.
 Tick Talk: Join the Warren 
County Lyme and Tick Disease 
Support Group for a virtual “Tick 
Talk” via Zoom supported by 
Samuel’s Public Library on Tues-
day, August 17th at 7:00 PM. Dis-
claimer: Information provided by 
this support group is presented 

for informational purposes only. 
We strive to provide the most up-
to-date information to our mem-
bers. Information provided does 
not substitute for professional 
medical advice. If you have a med-
ical problem, please contact your 
doctor.
 Books & Beyond: Morning 
Discussion - Love talking about 
books? Join our adult book club 
where each month we discuss a 
different interesting read! For the 
month of May we will be discuss-
ing Bill Bryson’s A Short History 
of Nearly Everything. This meet-
ing will be held Wednesday, Au-
gust 18th at 10:00 A.M. This group 
meets on every 3rd Monday and 
Wednesday of the month. Morn-
ing discussion is now in person at 
the library.

Tickets available at www.warrencountyfair.com  •  Email wcfair@comcast.net
Warren County Fair  •   26 Fairgrounds Road  Front Royal, VA 22630

64th Annual Warren County Fair
August 2—August 7, 2021

Pageants...Livestock...Demo Derby...Monster Trucks and so...much...More!!!

We’re made of much more than steel, brick and glass.
Introducing a new hospital designed for our community.

The new Warren Memorial Hospital. Built around you. 
To find a physician at the new Warren Memorial Hospital,  
visit valleyhealthlink.com or call 833-VHS-DOCS.

From early blueprints through the finishing touches, every detail of the new Warren Memorial Hospital has been considered with our 
patients in mind. With expert care in cardiovascular health, orthopedics, surgical services and medical imaging, every space is built for 
you. Nestled in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley, our new facility provides a serene experience inside and out to help you heal and be well. 

We set out to create a facility with the space and specialty care worthy of the people we serve. Now, we’re pleased to announce we’re 
opening our doors June 23, ready to provide a higher level of service and care to you. We think you’ll love it.
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Have a short news 
item/calendar event to 
send us? Email it to:

news@warrencountyreport.com


