
Warren/Frederick County ReportWarren/Frederick County Report

INDICTMENTSINDICTMENTS

YOUR FULL COLOR 
AD THIS SIZE EVERY 2 
WEEKS FOR A YEAR
(INSIDE PLACEMENT)

CALL or TEXT Alison:

540-551-2072
aalisond@warrencountyreport.com

$18 per
issuejust

Warren/Frederick County ReportWarren/Frederick County Report

FREE
Volume XVI, Issue 14 • Late July, 2021

Recipe: 
Classic Coleslaw



Page 2  •  Warren/Frederick County Report  •  Late July, 2021

New Virginia weed laws raise questions
Things have been oddly quiet in Front Royal says police chief

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 As of July first, the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly decriminalized pos-
session of up to one ounce of mari-
juana for folks over 21, and while 
it caused excitement for some, the 
action created questions. 
 So, first, if you can possess up 
to one ounce, what does “possess” 
mean and is this inside or outside 
of your home and on your person 
or in your vehicle? 
 Along with the possession law, 

it also became legal to grow up 
to four plants, which raised even 
more questions.
 In order to clear up some of this, 
we called and spoke to Front Royal 
Police Chief Kahle Magalis a week 
after the new changes.
 He was open and willing to an-

swered some of those questions.
 As to what to do with excess pot 
grown with four plants, “Just give 
it away,” he said, then qualified it 
by saying, “but it may not be ex-
changed it for goods and services.”
 When asked whether the new 
laws will solve more problems than 

they cause, he answered, “I think 
that’s the intention.”
 Magalis pointed out that it’s only 
been a week so far since the law 
was passed and when asked if any-
thing has changed locally with the 
new laws, he responded with this 
observation. 
 “Oddly it’s been quiet and so 
far, we haven’t had any complaints 
from neighbors or people in apart-
ment buildings about smelling 
smoke,” he said. “I thought that 
might be something we’d have to 
deal with.”
 Magalis answered the question 
of why he thinks it’s becoming le-
gal now.
 “I think this is a response to 
where society is going. One can 
assume it didn’t come out of no-
where,” he said. “Our legislators are 
elected for that, right? So far, we 
haven’t seen much difference, but 
we haven’t pushed for any arrests 
on something that will shortly be 
legalized. 
 “Our agency has been respon-
sive, (to the new law), but I can’t 

speak for others,” he continued.
 Included in the new law is the 
following statement which has 
come to mean that racial and so-
cioeconomic factors in arrests 
and convictions are intended to be 
eliminated.
 It reads, “The bill contains so-
cial equity provisions that, among 
other things, provide support and 
resources to persons and commu-
nities that have been historically 
and disproportionately affected by 
drug enforcement.” 
 Asked about whether he thought 
this was a motivation for the new 
law, Magalis said, “I think it was the 
intention of legislators to correct 
that.”
 “But we have arrested people all 
across the board,” he added, 
 As unclear as what kinds of 
problems may arise, the following 
laws are very clear.
 “Since marijuana has been le-
galized, people still can’t do it in 
public, in the parks, or walk down 
street completely blitzed,” Magalis 
said. “It’s still a concern about driv-

112 Conefl ower Way in Lake Frederick, Va. ONE LEVEL LIVING !! Gorgeous home in Lake Frederick 
o� ering access to a 117 ac. lake! Lots of natural lighting, open fl oor plan w/over 2600+ fi nished sq. ft. 
with an add. 900+ square feet of unfi nished space in the lower level! Great room w/beautiful stacked 
stone fi replace (gas), lg. fl oor to ceiling windows and trey ceiling, open to kitch/dining area. Up-
graded kitchen, cabinets, stainless steel appliances, gas cooktop, double wall oven, granite counter 
tops, recessed lighting, large walk in pantry and spacious island! Cover back porch, MB-w/co� ered 
ceiling & His/Her closets & bath. Beautiful hardwood fl ooring. Lower level o� ers spacious family room 
with recessed lighting & Theatre room. Guest room with bath. Perfect area for an “in law” suite. Trust 
me, you will not want to miss this one! $560,000
Open House: Saturday, July 17th from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM.
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Here is a close-up of a Cannabis flower complete with trichomes that  has been photographed to illustrate what 
a potent source of marijuana looks like. Courtesy of Skalle-Per Hedenhös.
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ing, and just like with driving un-
der the influence, it’s still against 
the law, whether stoned or drunk.”
 “And if someone is over 21, they, 
can legally only possess one ounce,” 
he added.
 Where or how it is possessed 
is still a question that may not be 
clearly answered yet. 
 Possession of more than an 
ounce but less than one pound 
is a civil penalty with a $25 fine, 
but possession of more than one 
pound is a felony.
 As Magalis noted, giving mari-
juana away is legal, but selling and 

purchasing marijuana is not. Ex-
changing it for a service or getting 
it for free when buying something 
else is also prohibited. 

The new law

 Many answers from American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
Virginia to some of the questions 
about the laws are found at https://
acluva.org.
 Other advice and laws from that 
source follow:
• This is what ACLU Virginia says 
about marijuana in cars and vehi-

cles for anyone. “ It’s complicated. 
Basically, there are still several of-
fenses in the new law that allow 
police to stop and arrest you. Bot-
tom line: Never use marijuana in a 
car or vehicle. It’s illegal whether 
you’re the driver or a passenger.”
• Do your best to not even bring 
marijuana with you on the road. 
If you must bring it, keep it in the 
trunk. Having an “open container” 
of marijuana like a plastic bag, jar, 
or Tupperware anywhere in the 
vehicle will give law enforcement 
reason to presume you consumed 
it while driving, which is punish-

able by a misdemeanor and up to 
$250 fine.
• If you drive a commercial motor 
vehicle like a truck, bus, trailer or 
taxi, keeping marijuana anywhere 
inside is punishable by a $25 fine.
• If you’re a school bus driver or 
driver for a ride-sharing company 
like Uber or Lyft, it is illegal to 
have or use marijuana under any 
circumstance. Violating this law 
will potentially get you jailtime and 
hundreds, if not thousands, of dol-
lars in fines.
• There are certain limits to 
growing marijuana in the home. 
Starting July 1 of this year, each 
household can legally cultivate up 
to four plants. Notice the limit is 
per household, not person. So if 
you live with roommates, the total 
number of plants you can grow col-
lectively is still four. Exceeding this 
limit comes with escalating penal-
ties, from a $250 fine for growing 
five to ten plants, to misdemeanor 
and felony charges for above that.
• If you home grow, you must 
make sure your plants are not vis-
ible to the public or accessible to 
minors. The law does not specify 
what preventative measures you 
should take or how penalties will 

be enforced. 
• Home growers must also tag 
each of their plants with their 
name, driver’s license or state ID 
number, and notation that it is for 
personal use.
• Keep in mind that there is cur-
rently no legal way to purchase 
seeds or cuttings for home growth 
before January 1, 2024.”
• For people under 21, penalties 
remain. 
• For anyone under the age of 
21, it’s illegal to have or use any 
amount of marijuana. If you get 
caught with it, you will be required 
to pay up to a $25 fine and enter 
a substance abuse treatment and 
education program. 
• If you’re under 18 and caught 
with marijuana, the consequences 
could be even worse. At the very 
least, you’ll be fined and required to 
enter a substance abuse program. 
Juvenile court will also treat you as 
“delinquent,” which, depending on 
the circumstances, could subject 
you to a range of additional punish-
ments. Under Virginia law, courts 
can legally put you on probation, 
suspend your driver’s license, fine 
you up to $500, make your parents 

See MARIJUANA, 4

Tickets available at:
www.warrencountyfair.com

wcfair@comcast.net

Warren County Fair
26 Fairgrounds Road

Front Royal, VA 22630

64th Annual Warren County Fair • August 2—August 7, 2021
Sunday, August 1
10:00 am Fairest of the Fair Pageants
6:00 pm Tiny Miss, Little Miss Pageants
6:00 pm Pre-Teen Pageant

Monday, August 2
5:30 pm 2021 Opening Ceremony, Ribbon Cutting
6:00 pm Jr.Miss, Ms, & Miss Pageant
6:30 pm Pet Olympics
7:00 pm Demolition Derby, Backfi eld
 Sponsor: Auto Center

Tuesday, August 3: Family Night
10:00 am Market Hog Show, 4-H Barn
6:00 pm Power Wheel Demo Derby
 Sponsor: Johnny Blue
7:00 pm Parade of Chickens & Rabbits
6:30 pm Diesel Dirt Drags
 Sponsor: Lindsay Chevrolet, Chad Lewis Insurance

Wednesday, August 4
6:00 pm Market Beef Show, 4-H Barn
6:00 pm Pie Eating Contest
 Sponsor: Down Home Bakery
7:00 pm Demolition Derby: Backfi eld
 Sponsor: Auto Center
7:00 pm Womanless Beauty Pageant
 Sponsor: Rappahannock Electric

Thursday, August 5
5:00 pm Market Lamb & Goat Show, 4-H Barn
6:00 pm Beard, Mustache & Mullet Competition
 Sponsor: Method CPA
7:00 pm ATV Drag Races
 Sponsor: Ferguson, Auto Care Clinic

Friday, August 6
6:00 pm 4-H Livestock Buyers Registration
7:00 pm 4-H Livestock Auction
7:00 pm Truck & Tractor Pull
 Sponsor: G&M Auto Sales, Sysco

Saturday, August 7
3:00 pm Children’s Games, Main Stage
 Sponsor: Port of Virginia
4:00 pm Monster Trucks, Pit Party
 Sponsor: Unlimited Welding, Marlow Motors
6:30 pm Monster Truck Show: Backfi eld
 Sponsored by D&M Container,
 Front Royal Ford, Front Royal Buick & GMC
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FIRE PIT FRIDAYS
Enjoy a 9 Hole Golf Game with Prizes then stay and relax with LIVE 
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Open to the Public • Bring your own chair or blanket

(no cover charge, no outside food or drinks)
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134 Golf Club Circle, Front Royal, VA  •  540-636-4653

Robbie Limon
Sept 3, Oct 29

Bryan Stuzman
Sept 10, Oct 8

Dan Barry
Oct 15

Rich Follett
July 16, Sept 17
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Wilkens
July 30

Brian Nichols
Aug 20

Ryan Jewel
July 23, Aug 27

Sep 24

Shenandoah Valley Golf ClubShenandoah Valley Golf Club

Meisha 
Herron Trio

Aug 6
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participate in a substance abuse 
program, and even take custody 
away from your parent or guardian. 
Judges have a huge amount of dis-
cretion and can turn your simple 
marijuana case into something 
much worse.

A clean slate

 As far as what the law says about 
sealing marijuana-related offenses 
on criminal record, this is the an-
swer from the ACLU.
 “The new legislation allows cer-
tain records to be sealed. However, 
due to technological barriers, re-
cord sealing likely won’t begin until 
July 1, 2025. The law allows records 
to be sealed as soon as the involved 
state agencies are ready, but it is 
hard to predict how quickly they 
can set up the system.
 “No later than October 1, 2025, 
courts will begin automatically 

sealing the records of people who 
were previously arrested, charged, 
or convicted for simple possession 
of marijuana or for selling, giving, 
or distributing less than one ounce 
of marijuana.
 “Additionally, people with more 
serious marijuana charges on their 
records (such as selling more than 
one ounce of marijuana or any 
marijuana-related drug parapher-
nalia) will be able to petition a 
judge to have their records sealed 
starting July 1, 2025.
 The website has a form to fill out 
if there are more questions.
 But overall, it’s a pretty safe as-
sumption that if you’re caught with 
more than an ounce anywhere, you 
should be ready for a problem from 
law enforcement officers. 
 When asked what the deter-
mination is reached on how high 
someone is while driving, Magalis 
responded, “The jury is still out on 
the science of how much THC in 
the blood system (is determined).”
 But police can still require a 
blood test to be taken at the hospi-
tal just the same as with DUI if they 
suspect someone of impairment.
 On July 2, right after the legisla-
tion was passed, the following mes-
sage from the Front Royal Police 
Department appeared locally on 
Facebook. 
 “Here at the Front Royal Police 
Department, weed like to inform 
everyone as of today, Mary Jane is 
legal to consume at your own joint.
 If you want to partake in the 
consumption of wacky tobacky, 
be considerate of others. We don’t 
want to be getting called because 
you guys are taking your loud to a 
whole new level.
 “We remind everyone doobie 
cautious and don’t drive around 
like a dope under the influence. Fa-
miliarize yourself with what’s legal 
and what isn’t so we don’t have to 
respond and hash out your mis-
takes.
 “Trust us, we don’t care about 
your gas, bubba kush, or purple 
haze. Just be smart and don’t ruin 
it for everyone.
 “Feel free to call us with any 
questions. Don’t just call to say 
you’re high though, that’s not cool.”
 When asked about that message, 

Magalis responded, “We wanted to 
provide a little bit of humor—we 
recognize that some folks are ex-
cited, but we still want to send the 
message to act responsibly with an 
eye on safety and also to let people 
know what the law is.”
 But, as far as the federal govern-
ment agencies that regulate drugs 
are concerned, the attitude is less 
lighthearted, and the following is 
what people may expect.
 According to the Criminal De-
fense Lawyer and National In-
stitute on Drug Abuse websites, 
“marijuana ranks as the most com-
monly used illegal drug in the Unit-
ed States.”
 “While some states have passed 
laws permitting or decriminaliz-
ing possession of small amounts 
of marijuana, marijuana remains 
an illegal controlled substance un-
der federal law.
 “The conflict might someday be 
resolved, but for now, federal and 
state law are at odds with each oth-
er. As a result, federal consequenc-
es are possible even when people 
follow state laws about marijuana 
use and possession.”
 And as for possession, here is the 
federal definition: 
 “Illegal possession of a controlled 
substance occurs whenever a per-
son owns or otherwise possesses a 
drug or other controlled substance, 
without legal justification or per-
mission. These charges usually 
apply when a person is found car-
rying marijuana, cocaine, metham-
phetamine, or other narcotics.
 “To convict someone of illegal 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance, the prosecutor must prove 
the defendant knowingly possessed 
the drug.
 “Possession means that a person 
has personal and physical control 
over the illegal substance. Courts 
have held that a person can have 
either actual or constructive pos-
session over the drug. This means 
a person has it in a pocket or oth-
erwise in personal custody (actual 
possession), or the person has con-
trol over and access to the drug, 
such as by having the drugs in a 
car’s glove compartment, a bag, or 
hidden in the home (constructive 
possession). 

 For more details, go to www.
criminaldefenselawyer.com and 
www.drugabuse.gov/publications/
drugfacts/marijuana,
 And commenting on the Fed-
eral Government’s piecemeal ap-
proach, on June 28, 2021, Clarence 
Thomas, one of the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s most conservative jus-
tices, possibly opened the door to 
federal legalization of cannabis in 

the United States when he wrote, 
“A prohibition on interstate use or 
cultivation of marijuana may no 
longer be necessary or proper to 
support the federal government’s 
piecemeal approach.” For more on 
this, go to:
  w w w. s u p r e m e c o u r t . g o v /
opinions/20pdf/20-645_9p6b.pdf

– carol@areaguides.com
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Adorable one level home 
right in town!! 3 BR, 2 Bath,  
covered front porch, lovely 
spacious back yard perfect 
for all your outdoor living. 
Back deck and 2 car garage 
with electric.

Weichert Realtors
824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

* *  “I don’t just help � nd you a house,  I � nd you a home”  * *

Warren County
Ranch Home

Kathy McLendon, Realtor
cell 540-622-7698
  kathymclendon2016@gmail.com
VA License #0225227296

$264,900
OPEN HOUSE: 

Thursday July 22nd 4-6
and Sunday July 25th 2-4

Front Royal 
90 Riverton Commons 

540-635-6466

Winchester
157 Market St
540-545-8895

Ask Stewart

Dear Stewart,
 Is it dangerous to stand under a 
tree during a storm?

– Kitty
 Yes Kitty, each year in the United 
States hundreds of people are struck 
by lightning and about 50 die. Most 
fatalities occur when people take ref-
uge under trees.
 Some of these trees die immedi-
ately due to the strikes. Many are 
predisposed to attack by wood bor-
ing insects, decay, canker and root 
rot, and die within a few years. Some 
trees are struck with seemingly no 
damage at all.
 Benjamin Franklin is credited 
with the development of lightning 
protection systems in 1749 and his 
systems are in widespread use to this 
day, protecting barns, steeples and 
homes. In the 1920’s, the tree care 
industry adapted Benjamin Frank-
lin’s lightning protection system for 
use in shade and ornamental trees. 
Short of removal, it is not possible to 
prevent a tree from attracting light-
ning. Instead, the protection, con-
sisting of a network of copper con-
ductors connected to a ground rod, 
conducts the charge harmlessly to 
the ground. Because electric current 
follows the path of least resistance -- 
the copper cables -- no tree damage 
occurs and most strikes leave behind 

no evidence in a protected tree.
 Of course, it is impractical to out-
fit all tall or susceptible trees with a 
protection system, but some trees 
should certainly be considered. 
Some golf courses have protected 
those lone trees under which play-
ers are apt to seek shelter in a storm. 
College campuses consider tall trees 
in heavy traffic areas. Other can-
didates are tall trees that overhang 
houses, park trees near recreational 
areas and valuable historic, memo-
rial or specimen trees. Certain spe-
cies of trees are more likely to be 
struck than others, such as oak, tu-
lip, ash, locust, hemlock, sycamore 
and spruce to name a few.
 If you are considering a lightning 
protection system for your tree, 
make sure that you have a qualified 
arborist advise you and install the 
system.
 Stay Safe,
 Your Pal in the Trees,

– Stewart
 The Front Royal/Warren County 
Tree Steward program began in 1997 
with volunteers dedicated to improv-
ing the health of trees by providing 
educational programs, tree planting 
and care demonstrations, and tree 
maintenance throughout the com-
munity. The group now consists of 
over 30 active members with several 
interns working toward becoming 
certified tree stewards from our an-
nual “All About Trees Class”. Each 
month Stewart will answer a ques-
tion from our readers. Please forward 
it to “Stewart” in care of: 

frwctreestewards@comcast.net 
and we may publish it in a future is-
sue. Please visit our website at:

www.treesfrontroyal.org
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Two Churches: Stephens City United Methodist Church and Orrick Chapel

By Mark Gunderman

 John Wesley was an English 
theologian and evangelist, who 
led a revival movement within 
the Church of England known 
as Methodism. Th e separation 
of the American colonies from 
England in 1783 led John Wes-
ley to plan for the ordination of 
his own ministers. Until 1784 the 
Methodists were a society within 
the Church of England and not 
an independent communion. It 
was the American Revolution 
that made a separate organization 
unavoidable. Wesley responded 
to the shortage of priests in the 
American colonies due to the 
American Revolutionary War by 
ordaining preachers for America 

with power to administer the sac-
raments. Th is was a major reason 
for Methodism’s fi nal split from 
the Church of England after Wes-
ley’s death in 1791.
 In 1784 at the Christmas Con-
ference in Baltimore, the “Meth-
odist Episcopal Church in the 
United States” was formed and 
Francis Asbury was consecrated 
one of its two superintendents. 
Six months before this, Asbury 
had preached here in Stephens 
City for the fi rst time. Following 
this, according to Asbury’s Jour-
nal, he had come back sixteen or 
more times. But on his fi rst visit 
he had been far from pleased with 
the “society” in Newtown (Ste-
phens City). He wrote: “I raged 
and threatened the people.” But 

the next time he came, in Au-
gust 1790, the tone was diff erent. 
“Here,” he wrote, “they have built 
a spacious chapel.”  Again, in April 
1810, he wrote, “I preached at 
Newtown; we were crowded.” Th is 
is a fl ourishing little place, and we 
have a beautiful little chapel.”
 In 1802, Market Street Meth-
odist Church in Winchester, as-
signed to the Baltimore Confer-
ence, reported 280 White and 128 
Black members. By 1830, there 
were 731 White and 225 Black 
members. Eventually  a small brick 
chapel called Cork Street Meth-
odist Church was built around 
1844 by Market Street for the 
[colored] people and was in good 
order and free from debt. Later in 
1857, a larger all brick church with 
gas lighting was established by the 
African-American members of 
the Market Street Church on the 
same site. Th e church was called 
John Mann Methodist Episcopal 
Church, named after John Mann 
who was known as the founder of 
Methodism to African-Americans 
of Winchester. At this time free 
Blacks in Virginia and throughout 
the South followed local regula-
tions which required white super-
vision regarding black meetings 
and black preaching. John Mann, 
who pastored his own church on 
South Loudoun Street, apparently 
took responsibility for providing 
the required supervision.
 In Stephens City, early converts 
to Methodism most likely included 
African-Americans. When Bishop 
Asbury preached in Winchester in 
the mid-1780s, he noted the pres-
ence of both Whites and Blacks 
among those who came to hear 
his sermons. African-Americans, 
both male and female, began their 
adoption of Methodism as soon as 
it was made available to them and 
were an early and integral part of 
the Methodist movement. From 
the late 18th century through the 
early 19th century, it has been ac-
knowledged that African-Ameri-
can Methodists in Stephens City 
worshiped with Whites at Ste-
phensburg Methodist Church on 
the west side of Main Street be-
tween Filbert and Locust Streets. 
African-Americans were attract-
ed to Methodism and they typi-
cally formed the most religiously 
fervent segment of any congrega-
tion. Seating arrangements in the 
fi rst log church (built in 1789) are 
undocumented but at some point, 
after the brick church was built 
in 1827, African-American mem-

bers were assigned to the “end 
gallery” of the church. Th e new 
sanctuary building refl ected the 
growth of the congregation but 
also a change in attitudes of the 
nationwide Methodist Church. 
 By the 1820s, middle-and up-
per-class families began repre-
senting a greater percentage of 
the congregation instead of Afri-
can-American and working-class 
Whites and the church evolved 

from a radical sect to a more main-
stream denomination. Methodists 
did not originally require people 
to have a formal education in or-
der to preach the Gospel but soon 
thereafter established colleges to 
train ministers. Th e Methodist 
Church began assigning resident 
pastors to congregations instead 
of itinerant preachers. In 1830 the 
Stephens City Methodist Church 

1987 Stephens City United Methodist Church Directory cover page. Con-
tributed by Pam Barley.

See STEPHENS CITY, 6
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was assigned its fi rst resident pas-
tors, Francis Macartney and Wil-
liam Edmond. Many Methodists 
began solidifying their support of 
slavery and the right to determine 
local policy. Th ese deviations in 
society lessened the feeling of so-
cial equality among loyal African-
American Methodists. 
 It can be surmised that African-

American Methodists continued 
to share the brick church in Ste-
phens City with White Meth-
odists until the 1850s when pro 
slavery sentiment was growing 
stronger just prior to the Civil 
War. Records refl ect that by 1858 
African-American Methodists 
had use of a separate house of 
worship on Mulberry Street but 
they remained under the supervi-

sion of the local White Stephens 
City Methodists. In 1858, the lot 
on which the church resided was 
owned by Gustavus Adolphus and 
Elizabeth White. Th e Whites may 
have rented or loaned the building 
to the White Methodist congrega-
tion. In 1860, John W. F. Allemong 
purchased the lot and then quickly 
sold a smaller portion of the lot to 
four White church trustees who 
were clergyman and preached at 
Market Street Methodist Church 
and Stephens City Methodist 
Church. Th e deed required the 
trustees to maintain the building 
with a stipulation that it must be 
used as a house of worship for 
members of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church (MEC) of the Balti-
more Conference.
 During the Civil War, in the fall 
of 1864, Union Troops supposedly 
dismantled the church and used 
the lumber to build winter quar-
ters at Camp Russell just north 
of town. In 1866, Stephens City 
Methodist Church left the MEC 
and joined the MEC, South and 
the property reverted back to the 
previous owner. Allemong then 
resold the empty lot to fi ve trust-
ees from an independent African-
American congregation. Some-
time between 1866 and 1869, 
a new church was built largely 
through the eff orts and generos-
ity of Winchester philanthropist 
Mr. Robert Orrick. Orrick was 
an ex-slave, noted minister, evan-
gelist, prosperous businessman 
and real estate investor. Orrick 
became a member of the Mar-
ket Street Methodist Church and 
in 1861 the church issued him 
a license to preach. During the 
entire Civil War, the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Winchester 
continually renewed Rev Or-
rick’s certifi cation for preaching 
to African-American Methodists 
in Frederick County. After the 
war, in 1866, Orrick apparently 
transferred membership to the 
John Mann Methodist Episcopal 
Church (MEC). 
 Orrick recognized the church 
was part of an intricate social and 
economic support system that 
sustained African-Americans in 
Stephens City who had to endure 
racial discrimination and limited 
ability to participate in the civil 
and political life of the society and 
state. Orrick hauled construction 
material to the site and contribut-
ed both time and treasure for the 
erection of the new chapel in Ste-
phens City on Mulberry Street. In 
recognition of his contributions, 
the church was named Orrick 
Chapel. Th e origins of the Orrick 
Chapel congregation in Stephens 

City lie with African-Americans 
who converted to Methodism in 
the late 18th and early 19th cen-
turies and were once members of 
Stephen City Methodist Church. 
Th e white framed, green roofed, 
Orrick Chapel still stands on Mul-
berry Street, just one block from 
the Stephens City United Meth-
odist Church (SCUMC).
 After President Lincoln issued 
the fi nal Emancipation Proclama-
tion (1863), Stephens City Afri-
can-American  Methodists with-
drew from the white churches 
in order to achieve freedom and 
authority they had been deprived 
since the early 1800s. Yet as the 

19th century drew to a close, the 
white leadership of the Method-
ist Episcopal Church increasingly 
sanctioned racial segregation as a 
form of discrimination, a process 
that culminated with the impo-
sition of racial segregation on 
Methodist congregations in 1936.
 During the 1936 General Con-
ference, A Plan of Union emerged 
that would eventually segregate 
African-Americans into the Cen-
tral Conference and place Whites 
in the General Conference. How-
ever, the national church contin-
ued to discuss and debate race re-
lations within the church. In 1968 
the Central Conference that ad-

Orrick Chapel Plaques honoring Rev Warren L. Reeves and church mem-
bers. Bottom plaque reads, “In honor of Mary B. Washington by Orrick 
Chapel Church.” Courtesy Stone House Foundation.
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ministered the African-American 
congregations and the General 
Conference that administered the 
white congregations merged. The 
April 1968 merger that created 
The United Methodist Church 
not only birthed a new denomi-
nation; it abolished a painful part 
of Methodist history. This new 
Methodist denomination began 
to require integration throughout 
the United States.
 Now the difficulty of assign-
ing pastors to the small African-
American churches that could not 
afford a full-time pastor at that 
time led to SCUMC and Orrick 
Chapel eventually being served 
by the same pastor in 1971. Or-
rick Chapel United Methodist 
Church became part of a charge 
with SCUMC, which was then 
led by Rev Warren L. Reeves. Af-
ter 1971, Reeves was the pastor of 
both Orrick Chapel and SCUMC. 
A plaque in Orrick Chapel honors 
Reeves, who remained pastor un-
til 1977. 
 Due to dwindling member-
ship, Orrick Chapel merged 
with SCUMC on April 1, 1991. 
The small number of remain-

ing members once again, began 
worshipping with the SCUMC 
congregation under the leader-
ship of Rev Waverly G. Reames.  
In 1993, the Orrick Chapel prop-
erty was transferred to the Stone 
House Foundation, an organiza-
tion dedicated to the preservation 
of historic resources in Stephens 
City. The Foundation was gen-
erously endowed by a good and 
faithful member of SCUMC, Miss 
Mildred Lee Grove. The 70-seat 
chapel is currently undergoing a 
historically sensitive interior ren-
ovation.
 In the late 18th century, Meth-
odists held out the promise of 
racial equality but rescinded that 
promise in the early 19th century, 
enacting racial segregation and 
limiting opportunities for Black 
Methodist preachers. The 1968 
formation of the United Method-
ist Church marked the beginning 
of a broad movement toward an 
attempt to establish church unity. 
The merger of the Orrick Chapel 
with the Stephens City UMC in 
1991 is an indication of this late 
20th century development.
 In 2003, the SCUMC 1966 edu-
cational wing was demolished 
to make room for an improved, 
completely accessible, 19,000 
square foot addition. To honor 
Rev Robert Orrick and the Orrick 
Chapel congregation, the SCUMC 
Church Council dedicated the 
new educational wing as Orrick 
Chapel Fellowship Hall.
 SCUMC and Orrick Chapel’s 
history reflect the evolution of 
American Methodists attitudes 
towards culture and race over 
a period of 200 years. Records 
indicate that both Whites and 
Blacks in Frederick County, VA 
worshipped together in 1790 and 
two hundred year later, Whites 
and African-Americans from 
SCUMC and Orrick Chapel began 
worshipping together again. Rev 
Reames experienced this notable 
unification.
 Conclusion: Because Pentecost 
celebrates the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit from heaven on hu-
man flesh, Pentecost is a season 

of evangelism and outreach, as 
Christians become empowered to 
proclaim the gospel of the risen 
Christ to all people on earth. At 
the Feast of Pentecost, the Holy 
Spirit overpowered the barri-
ers of culture and race for now 
all believers in Christ Jesus were 
emboldened to go out into the 
world and become His witnesses. 
Many believe it was Holy Spirit 

intervention which held the newly 
formed United Methodist Church 
accountable in its commitment to 
reject the sin of racism in every 
aspect of the life of the church.
 Note: Reference sources of in-
formation on the early years of 
the African-American Method-
ism is “The Market Street UMC: 
Methodism in Winchester, Vir-
ginia, 1772 to 1953, a history,” 

dated 1985, by Mary Katherine 
Kern, “History of Orrick Chapel 
Methodist Church in Stephens 
City, Virginia,” prepared by His-
tory Matters LLC, dated 2006 and 
“A Will to Choose, The Origins of 
African-American Methodism,” 
by J. Gordon Melton, dated 2007.

– gunderman2001@aol.com
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Continued from last issue

 Following is a selection of legislation 
passed by the 2021 Regular Session and 
Special Session I of the General Assem-
bly that is likely to affect the daily lives 
of the citizens of Virginia. The following 
legislation has been signed by the Gov-
ernor and for the most part will go into 
effect on July 1, 2021. The summaries 
were prepared by the staff of the Divi-
sion of Legislative Services. Complete 
information on actions of the 2021 
Regular Session and Special Session I 
is available on the Legislative Informa-
tion System: http://lis.virginia.gov/

Special License Plates 

 The fee for the issuance of special 
license plates for members and re-
tired members of the Virginia National 
Guard is removed (HB 1796 and HB 
2261). 
 The authorization for certain special 

license plates no longer issued due to 
low plate sales, expired authorizations, 
or inability to issue is repealed (SB 
1136). 
 The existing special license plate 
for supporters of Ducks Unlimited is 
changed from nonrevenue-sharing to 
revenue-sharing (SB 1229). 

HB 2069. Special license plates; mili-
tary decorations. The law establishes 
a system for determining the cost of 
special license plates for recipients of a 
military decoration based on the order 
of precedence of such military decora-
tion as determined by the federal De-
partment of Defense or other relevant 
federal agency. The law authorizes the 
Department of Motor Vehicles to issue 
plates with a “V” for Valor Device on 
appropriate plates issued by the De-
partment reflecting a military deco-
ration. The law provides that special 
license plates for recipients of a mili-

tary decoration are exempt from the 
prepaid application requirement for 
special license plates and may be is-
sued to unremarried surviving spouses 
of eligible recipients. The law creates 
special license plates for recipients of 
the Distinguished Flying Cross with 
a “V” for Valor, the Airman’s Medal, 
the Army Soldier’s Medal, the Coast 
Guard Medal, the Distinguished Ser-
vice Medal, the Navy Distinguished 
Service Medal, the Marine Corps 
Distinguished Service Medal, the Air 
Force Distinguished Service Medal, 
the Defense Distinguished Service 
Medal, and the Defense Superior Ser-
vice Medal. The law changes from one-
time to annual the $10 fee for certain 
special license plates issued after July 1, 
2021. Information on obtaining special 
license plates is available at any DMV 
office or online at www.dmv.virginia.
gov.

Taxation 

HB 1935/SB 1146. Conformity of the 
Commonwealth’s taxation system 
with the Internal Revenue Code. The 
law, which became effective on March 
15, 2021, advances Virginia’s date of 
conformity with the Internal Revenue 
Code from December 31, 2019, to De-
cember 31, 2020. The law deconforms 
from the suspension of the overall 
limitation on itemized deductions and 
the reduction in the medical expense 
deduction floor for taxable year 2017 
and taxable years on and after January 
1, 2019, and from the provisions of the 
federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security Act (CARES Act) 
related to the net operating loss limi-
tation and carryback, a loss limitation 
applicable to taxpayers other than cor-
porations, the limitation on business 
interest, and certain loan forgiveness 
and other business financial assis-
tance. The law provides an individual 
and corporate income tax deduction 
or subtraction, as applicable, of up to 
$100,000 for Rebuild Virginia grants 
and certain amounts related to Pay-
check Protection Program loans. 

HB 2185/SB 1403. Sales tax; exemp-
tion for personal protective equip-
ment; emergency. The law, which 
became effective on March 11, 2021, 
establishes a retail sales and use tax ex-
emption for personal protective equip-
ment, defined in the law. The exemp-
tion is available to any business that 
has in place a COVID-19 safety proto-
col that complies with the Emergency 
Temporary Standard promulgated by 
the Virginia Department of Labor and 
Industry and that meets other criteria. 
The exemption sunsets on the first day 
following the expiration of the last ex-
ecutive order issued by the Governor 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the termination of the COVID-19 
Emergency Temporary Standard and 
any permanent COVID-19 regulations 
adopted by the Virginia Safety and 
Health Codes Board. 

SB 1130. Personal property tax ex-
emption; motor vehicle of a disabled 
veteran. The law provides that one 
motor vehicle of a veteran who has a 
100 percent service-connected, per-
manent, and total disability shall be 
exempt from local taxes. This law is the 
enabling legislation for a constitutional 
amendment ratified by the voters of 
the Commonwealth at the November 
2020 general election.

Technology & Innovation 

HB 2031. Facial recognition tech-
nology; authorization of use by lo-
cal law-enforcement agencies and 
campus police departments at pub-
lic institutions of higher education. 
The law provides that no local law-
enforcement agency or campus police 

department shall purchase or deploy 
facial recognition technology, defined 
in the law, unless such purchase or 
deployment is expressly authorized by 
statute. The law prohibits a local law-
enforcement agency or campus police 
department at a public institution of 
higher education currently using facial 
recognition technology from continu-
ing to use such technology without 
such authorization after July 1, 2021. 

HB 2307/SB 1392. Consumer Data 
Protection Act. Effective January 1, 
2023, the law establishes a framework 
for controlling and processing per-
sonal data in the Commonwealth. The 
law applies to all persons that conduct 
business in the Commonwealth and 
either (i) control or process personal 
data of at least 100,000 consumers 
or (ii) derive over 50 percent of gross 
revenue from the sale of personal data 
and control or process personal data 
of at least 25,000 consumers. The law 
outlines responsibilities and privacy 
protection standards for data control-
lers and processors. The law does not 
apply to state or local governmental 
entities and contains exceptions for 
certain types of data and information 
governed by federal law. The law grants 
consumer rights to access, correct, 
delete, and obtain a copy of personal 
data and to opt out of the processing 
of personal data for purposes of tar-
geted advertising, the sale of personal 
data, or profiling of the consumer. The 
law provides that the Attorney General 
has exclusive authority to enforce vio-
lations of the law, and the Consumer 
Privacy Fund is created to support this 
effort. The law directs the Joint Com-
mission on Technology and Science to 
establish a work group to review the 
provisions of this act and issues related 
to its implementation, and to report on 
its findings by November 1, 2021.

Trade & Commerce 

HB 2250/SB 1379. Humane Cosmet-
ics Act; civil penalties. The law pro-
hibits a cosmetics manufacturer from: 
(i) conducting or contracting for cos-
metic animal testing that occurs in the 
Commonwealth on or after January 1, 
2022; (ii) manufacturing or importing 
for profit into the Commonwealth any 
cosmetic or ingredient thereof, if the 
cosmetics manufacturer knew or rea-
sonably should have known that the 
cosmetic or any component thereof 
was developed or manufactured using 
cosmetic animal testing that was con-
ducted on or after January 1, 2022; or 
(iii) beginning July 1, 2022, selling or 
offering for sale within the Common-
wealth any cosmetic, if the cosmetics 
manufacturer knows or reasonably 
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should know that the cosmetic or any 
component thereof was developed or 
manufactured using cosmetic animal 
testing that was conducted on or after 
January 1, 2022. Violations are subject 
to a civil penalty of up to $5,000 and 
an additional $1,000 for each day the 
violation continues. Th e law preempts 
any local regulation on cosmetic ani-
mal testing.

Traffi  c Infractions 

HB 1846. Provisional drivers; use 
of handheld personal communica-
tions devices. Th e law eliminates the 
provision prohibiting a holder of a 
provisional driver’s license to operate 
a vehicle while using a wireless com-
munication device. Such provision was 
specifi c only to the holder of a provi-
sional license. Under a diff erent cur-
rent law, all drivers, including those 
with a provisional driver’s license, are 
prohibited from holding a personal 
communications device while operat-
ing a vehicle. 

HB 2262. Traffi  c regulation; bicy-
cles; report. Th e law requires the driv-
er of a motor vehicle to change lanes 
when overtaking a bicycle or certain 
other vehicles when the lane of travel 
is not wide enough for the overtaking 
motor vehicle to pass at least three 
feet to the left of the overtaken vehicle. 
Th e law also removes the limitations 
on riding bicycles and certain other 
vehicles two abreast. Th e Department 
of State Police is directed to convene 
a work group to review issues related 
to allowing bicyclists to treat stop 
signs as yield signs, and to report any 
recommendations to the chairmen of 

the House and Senate Committees on 
Transportation.

SB 1335. Learner’s permits; use of 
personal communications device.
Th e law eliminates the provisions pro-
hibiting a holder of a learner’s permit 
or a holder of a provisional driver’s 
license from operating a vehicle while 
using a wireless telecommunications 
device. Such provisions were specifi c 
only to the holder of a learner’s permit 
or a provisional driver’s license. Under 
a diff erent current law, all drivers, in-
cluding those with a learner’s permit 
or a provisional driver’s license, are 
prohibited from holding a handheld 
personal communications device while 
operating a vehicle.

Transportation 

HB 1801. Disposing of litter; pen-
alty. Th e law increases the minimum 
fi ne for dumping or disposing of lit-
ter, trash, or other unsightly matter on 
public or private property from $250 
to $500. 

HB 2075. U.S. Route 1; “Emancipa-
tion Highway.” Eff ective January 1, 
2022, the law renames any section of 
U.S. Route 1 in Virginia that is desig-
nated as “Jeff erson Davis Highway” to 
“Emancipation Highway.”

Voting 

HB 1888. Absentee voting; proce-
dural and process reforms; avail-
ability and accessibility reforms; 
penalty. Th e law makes various re-
forms to absentee voting processes and 
procedures, including those related to 

availability and accessibility. Th e law 
requires certain actions to be taken 
to process absentee ballots returned 
before the day of an election, includ-
ing verifying the correct completion 
of the voter affi  rmation statement, and 
provides for an opportunity for an ab-
sentee voter to make corrections to the 
statement in certain circumstances. 
Th e law requires the establishment 
of drop-off  locations for the return 
of voted absentee ballots. Addition-
ally, a central absentee voter precinct 
is required to be established in each 
locality; currently, establishment is 
optional. On the day of the election, 
offi  cers of election are required to be-
gin processing absentee ballots in the 
central absentee voter precincts prior 
to the close of polls, but no ballot vote 
counts are permitted to be transmit-
ted outside of the central absentee 
voter precinct before the close of polls; 
a violation of such prohibition is a 
Class 1 misdemeanor. When report-
ing election results to the Department 
of Elections, the general registrars are 
required to report absentee ballots 
cast early in person separately from 

all other absentee ballots. Additionally, 
a voter who has applied for and re-
ceived an absentee ballot may choose 
to instead vote at his polling place on 
election day, and such voter shall be 
entitled to cast a provisional ballot. 
Th e law requires a ballot marking tool 
with screen reader assistive technology 
to be made available for absentee vot-
ers with a print disability. Restrictions 
on the availability of absentee voting 
for fi rst-time voters who registered by 
mail are repealed. 

HB 1921. Assistance for certain vot-
ers; curbside voting. Th e law clari-
fi es that any voter with a permanent 
physical disability, temporary physical 
disability, or injury is entitled to vote 
outside of the polling place. Th e law 
further provides that during a declared 
state of emergency related to a commu-
nicable disease of public health threat, 
any voter is entitled to vote outside of 
the polling place. Th e law requires that 
the area designated for voting outside 
of the polling place be clearly marked 
and instructions on how the voter is 
to notify an offi  cer of election of his 

request to vote outside of the polling 
place be prominently displayed. 

HB 2081. Polling places; prohibited 
activities; unlawful possession of a 
fi rearm; penalty. Th e law prohibits 
any person from knowingly possessing 
a fi rearm within 40 feet of any building, 
or part thereof, used as a polling place, 
including one hour before and one 
hour after its use as a polling place, ex-
cept for (i) a qualifi ed law-enforcement 
offi  cer or retired law-enforcement of-
fi cer, (ii) any person occupying his 
own private property that falls within 
40 feet of the polling place, or (iii) a 
licensed armed security offi  cer whose 
employment or performance of his du-
ties occurs within 40 feet of the polling 
place. Th e law further provides that no 
person shall knowingly possess a fi re-
arm within 40 feet of a meeting place 
for the local electoral board while the 
electoral board meets to ascertain the 
results of an election or any place used 
as the setting for a recount. A violation 
of the provisions of the law is a Class 1 
misdemeanor.

– news@warrencountyreport.com
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New Main Street school offers more than music lessons
Mountain View Music Academy hosts performances from professional musicians

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 Mountain View Music Academy 
opened its doors in the fall of 2020 
to bring a variety of music lessons 
and cultural events to area folks at 

217 E. Main Street in Front Royal.
 In a June 25 interview with 
Karena and Mark Tapsak and La-
rissa Fedoryka, teachers and mu-
sicians at the Academy, all three 
were eager to share what they 
have to offer to the local and wider 

community.
 First of all, “We’re very excited 
to be able to chat,” began Karena. 
“We had wanted to reach out to 
the community before this.”
 And, “We have already had mu-
sical and choir recitals at Moun-
tain View Music,” said her husband 
Mark. “We believe it’s important 
that we provide learning for chil-
dren through music, not only for 
themselves, but to hear other per-
formers and to see what they can 
do.”
 Karena and Mark included the 
following questions and answers 
about their school.
 The first question was, “What 
made you decide to open a music 
studio on Main Street, especially 
during a time like Covid?
 “I launched this idea back in 
July 2020, which grew out of my 
desire to offer more music oppor-
tunities to the Front Royal com-
munity,” said Karena. “I had lived 
here already a year and had been 
operating a music studio out of my 
home where I taught piano les-

sons. My demand was getting high 
enough that I had several families 
on a waiting list and teaching from 
home was becoming more diffi-
cult. 
 “It’s awkward because a lot of 
the families had multiple kids 
and I live far enough out of town 
that driving to me was difficult for 
some.  I desired to move the stu-
dio out of my home and to a more 
central location also because it 
was becoming very distracting to 
my own children and family life. 
 “As I began to look for rental 
space, I thought back to a dream 
I had several years earlier about 
operating my own small music 
school.  I had worked at a small 
music school in a town of about 
the same size as Front Royal, and 
the idea intrigued me for years, 
but I never felt the timing was 
right.  However, my children are 
now old enough that the timing 
was getting better for me to ex-
pand my work in teaching music.  
The more I researched, the more 
I found that for a town this size, 

there seemed to be a need here for 
a place where music lessons could 
be offered in a central location, 
with several teachers and many 
different instruments. Driving to 
Winchester or Northern Virginia 
to find a place that was a ‘one stop 
shop’ for lessons is just impossible 
for many.  Of the private teachers I 
contacted, most had waiting lists, 
including myself.”
 Mark added, “We were in that 
same situation when our kids were 
little. We asked ourselves, ‘what 
would it take to have a physical 
space that could provide comfort 
for the child and the family?’ 
 And Front Royal was lacking 
such a space. Main Street was con-
venient. It’s a central place, regard-
less of where you live. 
 Karena continued, “I started 
looking for a space where we could 
have larger groups, small recitals, 
individual studios, and to me, that 
very needed ‘family lounge.’ I had 
been driving my own children 
around for years to music lessons 
and other activities and it can be 

Eli Thomas, violin instructor in the Mountain View Music Academy’s sum-
mer strings camp, is seen here conducting students during a rehearsal. 
Photos courtesy of Mountain View Music Academy.

We’re made of much more than steel, brick and glass.
Introducing a new hospital designed for our community.

The new Warren Memorial Hospital. Built around you. 
To find a physician at the new Warren Memorial Hospital,  
visit valleyhealthlink.com or call 833-VHS-DOCS.

From early blueprints through the finishing touches, every detail of the new Warren Memorial Hospital has been considered with our 
patients in mind. With expert care in cardiovascular health, orthopedics, surgical services and medical imaging, every space is built for 
you. Nestled in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley, our new facility provides a serene experience inside and out to help you heal and be well. 

We set out to create a facility with the space and specialty care worthy of the people we serve. Now, we’re pleased to announce we’re 
opening our doors June 23, ready to provide a higher level of service and care to you. We think you’ll love it.
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exhausting. If I could just find that 
one place that was central to my 
families, I felt like the time was 
right to make the leap to a larger 
endeavor and Mountain View Mu-
sic was born. I found a space on 
Main Street in an historic build-
ing, and we have been embarking 
on a large renovation since we 
opened.
 “We hope to finish it soon and 
have an open house for the pub-
lic. Covid didn’t really have any 
impact.  People were still, maybe 
even more so, seeking activities 
and things they could still do. 
Thankfully, we were growing at a 
pace that was almost perfect with 
how the state laws and regulations 
were permitting as far as larger 
groups are concerned.
 “For the first six months we 
were strictly holding individual 

lessons and very small group 
classes.  We were able to hold re-
citals this spring and homeschool 
choir concerts just as the governor 
announced that these large gath-
erings could be held.”
 The next question the couple 
answered was, “What kind of 
musical background do you and 
Karena have that make you feel 
like you wanted to open up a mu-
sic studio?”
 Mark responded first.

 “Karena’s first major in college 
was a music major with the idea 
of teaching music K-12. It’s not a 
new idea for her. She has 14 years 
of music training in piano, voice, 
clarinet, and has dabbled with var-
ious other instruments.  She has 
always played music, taken les-
sons, played at churches and wed-
dings, performed in ensembles 
and choruses. Both she and I per-
formed and had always wanted to 
teach it. For me, it is more a hobby. 
I wanted to quit taking lessons as 
a kid, but then got back into it in 
the 80’s when rock bands started 
using keyboard as a primary in-
strument. I saved money for two 

summers for my first electric key-
board. I played with an R&B band 
for a while,” he explained.
 Then Karena spoke about their 
family and how it affected their 
decision to open the school. 
 “We have always valued music 
education for our kids,” she said. 
“We wanted to share that love 
of music with our kids. Opening 
the studio is an extension of that, 
sharing our love of music with 
other families.”
 So the next question followed 
that line of reasoning, with this, 
“What are you hoping to provide 
for the community? Short term 
goals? Long term goals?

 Karena gave some background 
on how she was influenced by her 
upbringing.
 “My family is artistically very 
talented- they built and run the 
Arizona Broadway Theatre in 
Peoria, Arizona.  Mark and I have 
been around that and exposed to 
other artists and people who value 
music. I wanted to build some-
thing that people would continue 
to come to, for lessons, small con-
certs, events, and community ac-
tivities,” she said.
 Mark added to that.
 “We love meeting other teach-
ers in the area and bringing them 
together. In our combined teach-
ing, performing, and collaborative 
experience, we have noticed some 
of these barriers of being a teacher, 
either part-time or full-time or as 
a performer, and we wanted to 
eliminate them,” he continued. 
“It’s not just about creating an 
environment for the student, but 
to also create an opportunity for 
the teachers. The whole concept 
behind the model of teachers set-
ting up their own fees, hours and 
relationship with the parents and 

The Children’s Choir is an important part of the Mountain View Music 
Academy at 217 E. Main Street in Front Royal.

Teachers and musicians performed at the end of a summer student re-
cital. Dr. Larissa Fedoryka playing on cello, was accompanied by Karena 
Tapsak on piano.

Melanie Hamel
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Licensed in Virginia and West Virginia

824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630
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the students is very ‘high touch.’ 
 He defi ned high touch as, “lots 
of interaction with the same per-
son over and over.”  
 “It is creating an environment 
where that high touch environ-
ment can really fl ourish,” he con-
cluded.
 Th en Karena talked about goals.
 “Our short-term goals are to 
continue to grow and build the 
studios of each of our teachers, 
provide more opportunities for 
group performance (we already 
have a homeschool choir program 
running, and we will off er a strings 
ensemble this fall).
 “Truthfully, my long-term goal 
is to have many diff erent en-
sembles, groups, and lessons for 
children of all ages, from birth to 
adult,” she said.
 Th e question of “Why Music?” 
surfaced, and Mark answered.
 “When you fi nd something you 
really enjoy, you typically want to 
share it. It has been enjoyable for 
both Karena and I. Its importance 
in our lives has gone up and down 
but was always in the background.
 “Like attracts like. We see the 
joy it brings to other people’s lives 
where we think it’s important to 
share with other people. Music 
was the focal point for friends and 
families before the radio came out. 
It was the medium that brought 
people together. And it still can, 
but unfortunately the focus has 
been shifted a little (people are 
isolated while watching music on 
YouTube or listening to it on their 
headphones).
 “MVM is an attempt to re-estab-
lish that value that people would 
put on music, whether be playing 
or listening to live performances,” 
he said.
 Dr. Larissa Fedoryka, who 
teaches and performs music at the 
Academy weighed in her involve-
ment with the school.
 “Th e arts have always been a 
form of self-expression, a way for 
one’s voice to be heard,” she began. 
“At MVM we wish to create an 
environment where each student 
knows that they have a voice, and 

it is one that is worthy of being 
heard. And that their voice can be 
joined by others to create a beauti-
ful fabric of sound,” she began.
 Mark observed, “You appreciate 
seeing a live performance more 
when you have studied music, 
even just simple lessons. In order 
for people to enjoy live music, 
MVM is an attempt to create that 
feeder program that gives them 
the tools to be able to enter into 
the music in a knowledgeable way. 
Th e camps that we provide, the 
private lessons, the group lessons, 
the performances…..they all con-
tribute to a well-rounded musi-
cian. Teachers who teach privately 
have the disadvantage of not being 
able to provide all those diff erent 
aspects.”
 “To walk in for your cello les-
son and hear violin/piano/guitar 
students also having a lesson is in-
spiring,” Larissa continued. “Th ey 
already feel like they are part of 
something bigger.”
 And in reference to the wider 
cultural part that MVM will play 
in the community, the following 
question became, “Is MVM just a 
place for teaching music?”
 Karena responded.
 “No. As an extension of our 
educational eff orts, my partner, 
Larissa Fedoryka has established 
the Green Mantle Arts and Lec-
ture series.  Th is grew out of her 
desire to build community here in 
Front Royal and give our students 
the opportunity to hear good per-
formers and for the community to 
come here and learn what we are 
all about,” she said. “It is also an ef-
fort to promote, teach, and experi-
ence cultural activities that people 
here may never have had before.
 Larissa off ered more informa-
tion on this.
 “When Karena fi rst approached 
me about starting a music studio 
I thought it was a grand vision, 
but one that would take months 
or years to establish. Front Royal’s 
focus for children has been geared 
more towards sports than the arts, 
so I believed it would be a slow 
process to get something estab-
lished that would attract many 

students.
 “But Karena said that she was 
heading over to look at a building 
on Main Street that morning, and 
by afternoon she and Mark de-
cided on the space we have now. 
Th eir vision and enthusiasm for 
this dream of having a commu-
nal space for making music got 
the ball rolling immediately. I was 
amazed at how quickly the dream 
moved to reality.
 “And the community quickly 
showed how ready they were for 
music. We had group singing 
classes, piano, cello, guitar and 
violin classes being off ered almost 
from the get-go. And the interest 
continues to grow!  
 “Karena’s dream is more on 
the teaching side of music, where 
I would say mine lies in the per-
forming side of it. I grew up play-
ing cello, starting at the age of 
three, but for the most part my I 
spent my time practicing in my 
room by myself.
 “I love collaborating with oth-
ers, and therefore it’s a goal for 

MVM to provide the students with 
as many opportunities as possible 
to play together, whether in per-
formances or just group lessons. I 
want them to grow understanding 
that music is a language, and we 
are meant to have ‘musical discus-
sions’ with others. Sure, there is a 
script, but one’s personality can 
always still come through.
 “To this end I started an arts and 
lecture series called Green Mantle, 
where I hope to bring in talented 
musicians and speakers to the 
area. It’s important for young mu-
sicians to see and hear profession-
als who have honed in their craft 
for the purpose of telling a story. 
Green Mantle also off ers lectures 
in an eff ort to expand the under-
standing of how one approaches 
the world, be it through coff ee and 
wine tastings, philosophical and 
spiritual thoughts, the visual arts 
and music.
 “Many Green Mantle events will 
be held at Mountain View Music, 
but depending on the number of 
participants, events will also be 

held in diff erent locations. 
 “Since getting MVM on its feet, 
I have been surprised at how many 
professional musicians live in the 
area but have never ventured out. 
It is a common belief that to be 
a musician one has to live near a 
big city, but I’m hoping that will 
change with what MVM has to of-
fer to professionals-namely a space 
that off ers quality performances. I 
have already met several talented 
pianists and violinists who live in 
the area.
 “Whisperings of collaborations 
have already begun!” Larissa con-
cluded.
 For an extensive list of classes, 
teachers’ biographies and a mis-
sion statement, visit www. moun-
tainviewmusic.org.
 Mountain View Music Academy 
is located at 217 E. Main St. Front 
Royal. Call (570) 854-8058, Email 
admin@mountainviewmusic.org,  
or Find on Facebook at: Facebook.
com/mountainviewmusicschool

– carol@areaguides.com
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Cause of sick and dying birds in area remains a mystery

 In late May, wildlife managers in 
Washington D.C., Maryland, Vir-
ginia, West Virginia, and Kentucky 
began receiving reports of sick 
and dying birds with eye swelling 
and crusty discharge, as well as 
neurological signs. More recently, 
additional reports have been re-
ceived from Delaware, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Indiana. 
While the majority of aff ected 
birds are reported to be fl edgling 
common grackles, blue jays, Eu-
ropean starlings, and American 
robins, other species of songbirds 
have been reported as well. No de-

fi nitive cause(s) of illness or death 
have been determined at this time. 
No human health or domestic live-
stock and poultry issues have been 
reported. 
 Th e Virginia Department of 
Wildlife Resources (DWR) has 
been monitoring the extent of the 
event in the Commonwealth since 
late May. Th e Virginia areas aff ect-
ed by the mortality event include 
the following counties and cities: 
Alexandria, Arlington, Clarke, 
Fairfax, Falls Church, Fauquier, 
Frederick, Loudoun, Manassas, 
Prince William, Shenandoah, 

Warren, and Winchester. Between 
May 23 and June 30, the DWR re-
ceived over 1,400 reports of sick or 
dying birds from the aff ected ar-
eas. Approximately 450 of the re-
ported cases described eye issues 
and/or neurological signs. 
 Th e natural resource manage-
ment agencies in the aff ected 
states and the District of Colum-
bia, along with the National Park 
Service, are continuing to work 
with diagnostic laboratories to in-
vestigate the cause(s) of this event. 

Th ose laboratories include the 
USGS National Wildlife Health 
Center, the University of Georgia 
Southeastern Cooperative Wild-
life Disease Study, the University 
of Pennsylvania Wildlife Futures 
Program, and the Indiana Animal 
Disease Diagnostic Laboratory. 
 Th e following infectious agents 
have not been detected in any 
birds tested, based on results re-
ceived to date: Salmonella and 
Chlamydia (bacterial pathogens); 
avian infl uenza virus, West Nile 
virus and other fl aviviruses, New-
castle disease virus and other 
paramyxoviruses, herpesviruses 
and poxviruses; and Trichomonas 
parasites. Additional microbiol-
ogy, virology, parasitology, and 
toxicology diagnostic testing is 
ongoing. 
 Birds congregating at bird feed-
ers and bird baths can transmit 
diseases to one another. Th erefore, 
the state and District agencies rec-
ommend the following standard 
precautions:
• Cease feeding birds in the aff ect-
ed areas until this wildlife morbid-
ity/mortality event subsides;
• Clean feeders and bird baths 
with a 10% bleach solution (one 
part bleach mixed with nine parts 
water), rinse with water, and allow 
to air dry;
• Avoid handling birds unless 
necessary. If you do handle them 
wear disposable gloves. If picking 
up a dead bird, place an inverted 
plastic bag over your hand to avoid 
direct contact with the bird;
• Keep pets (including pet birds) 
away from sick or dead wild birds 
as a standard precaution; and
• If at any time you fi nd multiple 
dead birds in your yard over a 
short period of time, regardless of 
whether or not there is an ongoing 
bird mortality event, it is prudent 
to clean feeders and bird baths 
with a 10% bleach solution.

 If you encounter sick or dead 
birds, in Virginia, please submit 
an event report at dwr.virginia.
gov/wildlife/diseases/bird-mortal-
ity-reporting-form/. To dispose of 
dead birds, place in a plastic bag, 
seal and discard with household 
trash or alternatively bury them 
deeply. DWR will alert the pub-
lic when the mortality event has 
concluded and bird feeding can be 
resumed in the aff ected areas. Ad-
ditional information will be shared 
as diagnostic results are received. 
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Includes all of the reports of dead and sick birds received by DWR and other cooperating entities and localities 
between May 23 and June 30. This cumulative number likely includes many reports of mortalities from injuries 
(e.g. window or vehicle strikes), illness, etc. which are unrelated to the mortality event. In addition, higher hu-
man densities in a particular area often results in higher reporting rates. Thus, this map is not an exact repre-
sentation of the number of birds affected by the mortality event in question and total reports from an area is 
likely infl uenced by human density.
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Winchester VA 22601
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& Outlying Areas for over 15 years
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June 2021 Indictments
2021- April term

Japeth Daniel Chunn
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about November 21, 2020 in the 
County of Warren, Japeth Dan-
iel Chunn, 30, of the 600 block of 
Washington Dr., Front Royal, VA 
22630, did unlawfully and feloni-
ously, knowingly and intentionally 
possess a controlled substance, to-
wit: Fentanyl listed in Schedule II 
of the Drug Control Act.

 Keeley Marie Reid
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Keeley 
Marie Reid, 32, of the 400 block 
of Kerfoot Ave., Front Royal, VA 
22630, with two counts. COUNT 
ONE: In the County of Warren, 
Keeley Marie Reid did unlawfully 
and feloniously, knowingly and 
intentionally possess a controlled 
substance, to wit: Methamphet-
amine listed in Schedule II of the 
Drug Control Act. COUNT TWO: 
did unlawfully and feloniously, 
knowingly and intentionally pos-
sess a controlled substance, to wit: 
Fentanyl listed in Schedule II of 
the Drug Control Act. Date of the 
offenses was on or about July 22, 
2020. 

Gregory Scott Williams
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Greg-
ory Scott Williams, 61, of the 100 
block of Smelser Lane, Benton-
ville, VA 22610, with two counts 
COUNT ONE: In the County of 
Warren, Gregory Scott Williams 
did unlawfully and feloniously, 
knowingly and intentionally pos-

sess a controlled substance, to-
wit: Cocaine listed in Schedule II 
of the Drug Control Act. COUNT 
TWO: did unlawfully and feloni-
ously, knowingly and intentionally 
possess a controlled substance, 
to-wit: Methamphetamine listed 
in Schedule II of the Drug Control 
Act. Date of the offenses was on 
about February 2, 2020. 

Roger Lee Weatherholtz
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or about September 4, 2020 in 
the County of Warren, Roger Lee 
Weatherholtz, age and address 
unavailable, did unlawfully and 
feloniously, knowingly and inten-
tionally possess a controlled sub-
stance, to-wit: Phencyclidine listed 
in Schedule II of the Drug Control 
Act.

Emily Margaret Perriccone
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Emily 
Margaret Perriccone, age and ad-
dress unavailable, with two counts 
COUNT ONE: In the County of 
Warren, Emily Margaret Perricco-
ne did unlawfully and feloniously 
possess with the intent to distrib-
ute a Schedule II controlled sub-
stance, to-wit: Cocaine. COUNT 
TWO: did unlawfully, feloniously, 
knowing and intentionally possess 
a firearm while simultaneously un-
lawfully possessing a Schedule II 
controlled substance, to-wit: Co-
caine. Date of the offenses was on 

or about April 29, 2020.

Daquan Ethen Rawls
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Daquan 
Ethen Rawls, age and address 
unavailable, with four counts. 
COUNT ONE: In the County of 
Warren, Daquan Ethen Rawls did 
unlawfully and feloniously rob 
the Sprint Store of cell phones by 
means of violence, assault, putting 
the victim in fear of serious bodily 
harm, threats, or by presenting a 
firearm or other deadly weapon. 
COUNT TWO: In the County of 
Warren, Daquan Ethen Rawls did 
unlawfully and feloniously pos-
sess a tool, implement, or an outfit 
with the intent to utilize it to com-
mit burglary, robbery, or larceny. 
COUNT THREE: did unlawfully 
and feloniously remove, destroy, 
deface, or damage property hav-
ing a value of less than $1,000. 
COUNT FOUR: did unlawfully 
and feloniously steal items hav-
ing a value of one thousand dol-
lars ($1000) or more, belonging to 
Sprint Store. Date of the offenses 
was on or about January 13, 2021. 

Deandre Drick Joseph
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Dean-
dre Drick Joseph, age and address 
unavailable, with two counts. 
COUNT ONE: In the County of 
Warren, Deandre Drick Joseph, did 
unlawfully and feloniously distrib-
ute a Schedule II controlled sub-

stance, to-wit: Fentanyl. COUNT 
TWO: did unlawfully and feloni-
ously possess with the intent to 
distribute a Schedule II controlled 
substance, to-wit: Cocaine. Dates 
of the offenses were on or about 
April 10 and 29, 2020.

David Wade Lam
 The Warren County Va. Cir-
cuit Court Grand Jury charges 
that: on or about March 17, 2021 
in the County of Warren, David 
Wade Lam, 31, of the 2300 block 
of Dovel Hollow Rd., Stanley, VA 
22851, did unlawfully and feloni-
ously, knowingly and intentionally 
possess a controlled substance, 
to-wit: Methamphetamine listed 
in Schedule II of the Drug Control 
Act.

Wendy Jo Horton
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about April 3, 2021 in the Coun-
ty of Warren, Wendy Jo Horton, 
42, of the 1000 block of Rivermont 
Dr., Front Royal, VA 22630, did  
unlawfully and feloniously will-
fully conceal or take possession of, 
with the intent to steal, goods or 
merchandise having a value of less 
than one thousand dollars ($1000), 

belonging to Martin’s and having 
previously been convicted on two 
or more other occasions within the 
Commonwealth or other jurisdic-
tion, of larceny, an offense deemed 
larceny, or a substantially similar 
offense.

Christopher Eric Harpine
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about October 31, 2020 in the 
County of Warren, Christopher 
Eric Harpine, 46, address unavail-
able, did unlawfully and feloni-
ously, knowingly and intentionally 
possess a controlled substance, 
to-wit: Methamphetamine listed 
in Schedule II of the Drug Control 
Act.

James David Herrling
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about September 29, 2020 in the 
County of Warren, James David 
Herrling, 27, of the 40000 block of 
Peary Circle, Leesburg, VA 20175, 
did unlawfully and feloniously, 
knowingly and intentionally pos-
sess a controlled substance, to-
wit: Methamphetamine listed in 
Schedule II of the Drug Control 
Act.

INDICTMENTS

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 
(540) 660-3497

MAKE YOUR DREAM KITCHEN 
A REALITY WITH SHELFGENIE
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Almost 8 acres in a quiet rural subdivision in 
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of Shenandoah National Park. Close to the Shenandoah River and State 
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0 Jennings Lane
Bentonville, VA
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NOW
HIRING
Enjoy working outside?
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Drivers, Spray Techs and MORE! Local 
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Kandise Jeuall Presgraves
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about January 27, 2021 in the 
County of Warren, Kandise Jeuall, 
37, of the 3000 block of Stonewall 
Jackson Hwy, Bentonville, VA 
22610, did unlawfully and feloni-
ously, knowingly and intentionally 
possess a controlled substance, 
to-wit: Methamphetamine listed 
in Schedule II of the Drug Control 
Act.

Kandise Jeuall Presgraves
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about November 20, 2020 in the 
County of Warren, Kandise Jeuall 
Presgraves, 37, of the 3000 block of 
Stonewall Jackson Hwy, Benton-
ville, VA, did unlawfully and felo-
niously, knowingly and intention-
ally possess a controlled substance, 
to-wit: Methamphetamine listed 
in Schedule II of the Drug Control 
Act.

Raymond Isaac Franklin
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about October 23, 2020 in the 
County of Warren, Raymond Isaac 
Franklin, 40, of the 500 block of 
River Dr., Front Royal, VA 22630, 
did unlawfully and feloniously, 
knowingly and intentionally pos-
sess a controlled substance, to-wit: 
Etizolam listed in Schedule I of the 
Drug Control Act.

Tyler Kyle Edwards
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Tyler 
Kyle Edwards, 36, of the 200 block 
of Fletcher St., Front Royal, VA 

22630, with three counts. COUNT 
ONE: In the County of Warren, 
Tyler Kyle Edwards did unlaw-
fully and feloniously possess with 
the intent to distribute a Sched-
ule II controlled substance, to-
wit: Methamphetamine. COUNT 
TWO: did unlawfully and feloni-
ously possess with the intent to 
distribute more than one-half (12) 
ounce but not more than five (5) 
pounds of marijuana. COUNT 
THREE: did unlawfully, feloni-
ously, knowingly and intentionally 
possess ammunition for a firearm, 
after having previously been con-
victed of a felony. Dates of the of-
fenses were on or about August 31, 
2020.

Paula Jean Burton 
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
January 7, 2021 in the County of 
Warren, Paula Jean Burton, 52, of 
the 300 block of Loop Rd., Front 
Royal, VA 22630, did unlawfully 
and feloniously, knowingly and 
intentionally possess a controlled 
substance, to-wit: Methamphet-
amine listed in Schedule II of the 
Drug Control Act.

Paula Jean Burton 
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
January 23, 2021, in the County of 
Warren, Paula Jean Burton, 52, of 
the 300 block of Loop Rd., Front 
Royal, VA 22630, did unlawfully 
and feloniously possess with intent 
to distribute a Schedule II con-
trolled substance, to-wit: Meth-
amphetamine, having previously 
been convicted of two or more 
such offenses or of substantially 

similar offenses in any other juris-
diction which occurred before the 
date of the offense alleged in the 
indictment.

Tanya Renee Poundstone
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that: on 
or about October 24, 2020, in the 
County of Warren, Tanya Renee 
Poundstone, 32, of the 1400 block 
of Mountain Rd., Front Royal, VA 
22630, did unlawfully and feloni-
ously possess a Schedule II con-
trolled substance, to-wit: Meth-
amphetamine.

Robert William Kidwell, Jr.
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 

Court Grand Jury charges that: 
on or or about July 10, 2020 in the 
County of Warren, Robert William 
Kidwell, Jr., 40, of the 5500 block of 
Browntown Rd., Bentonville, VA 
22610, did unlawfully and feloni-
ously, knowingly and intentionally 
possess a controlled substance, to-
wit: Fentanyl listed in Schedule I of 
the Drug Control Act.

Robert William Kidwell, Jr.
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Robert 
William Kidwell, Jr., 40, of the 5500 
block of Browntown Rd., Benton-
ville, VA 22610, with three counts. 
COUNT ONE: In the County of 
Warren, Robert William Kidwell, 

Jr., did unlawfully and feloniously, 
knowingly and intentionally pos-
sess a controlled substance listed 
in Schedule I or Schedule II of the 
Drug Control Act. COUNT TWO: 
did unlawfully and feloniously, 
knowingly and intentionally pos-
sess a controlled substance listed 
in Schedule I or Schedule II of the 
Drug Control Act. Date of the of-
fenses was on or about August 12, 
2020.

 A Grand Jury Indictment is only 
a charge and not evidence of guilt. 
The defendants are entitled to a 
fair trial with the burden on the 
government to prove guilt beyond a 
reasonable doubt.
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Suspects arrested in alleged ATV, catalytic converter theft ring

 Th e Warren County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce has been conducting a com-
prehensive investigation into a re-
cent string of thefts of all-terrain 
vehicles (ATV) and other crimes 
that have occurred throughout 
the county in the month of June 
2021. According to Sheriff  Butler, 
members of the Patrol, Investiga-
tions, and Special Problems and 
Drug Enforcement (SPADE) divi-
sions have worked diligently with 
the public to piece together the 
individual clues and evidence that 
revealed the criminal enterprise 
operating in our county. 
 On 06/30/2021 at 12:14 AM, 
Deputy A. Stevens stopped a black 
2001 Chevrolet van on Fellows 
Drive near Howellsville Road after 
the deputy recognized the driver, 
Troy Michael Brill from a recent 
contact as being unlicensed, and 
the vehicle was improperly regis-
tered. Th e traffi  c stop resulted in 
the arrest of Troy Michael Brill, 
age 21, of Front Royal for Posses-
sion of Narcotics (Schedule I or 
II drug), and driving on a revoked 

driver’s license. 
 Th e passenger, Christina S. Hot-
tinger, age 40, of Front Royal was 
arrested and charged with several 
off enses. Th ese included Posses-
sion of Narcotics (Schedule I or 
II drug), authorizing a person to 
operate vehicle while license is 
revoked or suspended, and two 
counts of violations of Family Of-
fenses - Gross, wanton, or reck-
less care for child(ren). Th e later 
charges stemmed from Hottinger’s 
two minor children being present 

within the vehicle at the time the 
alleged criminal off enses were ob-
served by Deputy Stevens. Hot-
tinger has been released on bond 
pending a hearing. Th e children 
were turned over to the temporary 
custody of their family.
 Th e black Chevrolet van driven 
by Brill and its attached, pull-be-
hind automobile trailer was towed 
pursuant to his arrest, and not be-
ing lawfully titled or registered. 
Th e van and trailer were later 
linked to having been used in the 

commission of thefts of motorized 
vehicles. 
 On 06/30/2021, members of 
the Sheriff ’s Offi  ce executed two 
search warrants related to this in-
vestigation. Th e fi rst search war-
rant was served by members of 
the Sheriff ’s Offi  ce at 03:29 PM 
on a single-family home on the 
200 block of River Isle Lane, unin-
corporated Front Royal. Th e brief 
search was unsuccessful in locat-
ing Phillip C. Roberston, age 42, of 
Front Royal; however, Roberston 
was later arrested by members of 
the Sheriff ’s Offi  ce SPADE Unit 
in Frederick County on an active 
warrant out of Warren County for 
Possession of a Schedule I or II 
drug, not related to this case. 
 A black Ford Ranger pickup 
truck was seized at the River Isle 
Lane residence because it had 
been identifi ed as allegedly being 
used by suspects in this investi-
gation during the commission of 
a crime. It had been previously 
established by law enforcement 

that the group was using a variety 
of vehicles to conduct surveillance 
of homes, and then later returning 
in a diff erent vehicle to steal prop-
erty. 
 Roberston was subsequently 
charged with six counts of Grand 
Larceny - $200 or more, not from 
a person, which was linked to this 
investigation. Roberston is cur-
rently held in the RSW Jail await-
ing a hearing. 
 A search warrant at 724 Western 
Drive, unincorporated Front Royal 
yielded the recovery of evidence 
linked to the investigation of the 
thefts of ATVs, the recovery of sto-
len property, and two fi rearms and 
ammunition were also recovered. 
Charges for possession of a fi re-
arm by a convicted felon and other 
criminal charges are pending. Un-
related to the search warrant, the 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce had received a re-
quest from a school counsellor for 
a check on wellbeing for two juve-
niles living in this residence. Th e 
juveniles were not on premise, and 

Troy Michael BrillPhillip C. Roberston Christina S. Hottinger

www.thomasfamilydentistry.com
33820 Old Valley Pike (Rt. 11) • Strasburg, VA 22657
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Thomas Family Dentistry, PC

Dr. Stephen J. Thomas DDS
Dr. Kenneth J. Thomas DDS

Thomas Family Dentistry, PC
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LOCATION!
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General Dentistry & Orthodontics
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540-465-3980
HOURS:

Mon. – Thurs. 7am – 5pm
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Dentistry and Old-Fashioned Service”

Call or Text Us
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All Nation Hobby and 
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Manager Dan Levy
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We are a full service hobby store

Why buy online, pay shipping fees, and wait for your models and supplies to be delivered 
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ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
 You are inspired to study a new cul-
ture after reading about it in the news, 
Aries. Continuing your education may 
provide the challenge you’ve been 
looking for.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
 Taurus, some good news about a 
friend puts a smile on your face. Con-
gratulate this person and share his or 
her good fortune with others. Your 
support is appreciated.
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
 This week you discover your in-
stincts about something important 
have been spot on, Gemini. You usu-
ally can trust your gut when making 
challenging decisions. 
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
 Cancer, once you make a plan you 
typically stick with it. This week, how-
ever, your willpower may weaken a tad 
and you may find yourself going off-
script. 
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
 Don’t be surprised if family mem-
bers divulge some interesting news 
this week, Leo. You may alter your 
thinking about upcoming plans. Re-
member to follow your instincts. 
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
 Virgo, some exciting opportunities 
are on the horizon. Let go of any hesi-
tation you have and dive right in with 
both feet. Make the most of this excit-
ing time.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
 Someone may need your help in the 
weeks to come, Libra. Embrace this 
opportunity to help someone in need. 
They may show their appreciation in 
unique ways. 
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
 Scorpio, success and good fortune 
are likely in store for you very shortly. 
You’ll feel satisfied when the good 
news arrives, and it will carry you 
through the times ahead.
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
 This is an excellent week to explore 
emotions and romantic feelings, Sagit-
tarius. The more you give of yourself, 
the more you will get in return.
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
 It is alright to feel uncertain about 
recent developments, Capricorn. You 
can take your time to process new 
information, and it is good to be in-
formed.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
 You’re adept at reading feelings and 
anticipating things that are on the 
horizon, Aquarius. Utilize your skills 
for the benefit of others. Your efforts 
won’t go unnoticed.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
 Pisces, this week you may feel a 
little out of sorts. Take some time to 
get away from it all and reset. It will 
be time well spent and you will feel re-
charged.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

JULY 18
 Kristen Bell, Actress (41)
JULY 19
 Romee Strijd, Model (26)
JULY 20
 Julianne Hough, Dancer (33)
JULY 21
 Kyle Hanagami, Choreographer (35)
JULY 22
 David Spade, Actor (57)
JULY 23
 Daniel Radcliffe, Actor (32)
JULY 24
 Kristin Chenoweth, Actress (53)

later located safe in the custody of 
family living elsewhere. 
 Major Driskill described this 
home as being the source of nu-
merous citizen complaints and 
therefore more comprehensive 
investigative actions were taken 
during the search warrant execu-
tion. Based on the arrests of the 
residents, and the home being un-
occupied, five canines were taken 
into protective custody by Animal 
Control Officers and transported 
to the local shelter. Major Driskill 
describes the conditions of the 
residence and property as being 
extremely unsafe, and unsanitary 
to the degree that the Warren 
County Fire Marshal’s Office was 

contacted. 
 Fire Marshall Gerry Maiatico 
arrived, and assisted in the inves-
tigation. The preliminary findings 
were that the residence itself was 
structurally unsound, with ex-
posed wiring, holes in the flooring 
and roof, and unsanitary condi-
tions throughout. Major Driskill 
thanks Fire Marshal Maiatico for 
his quick response and assistance. 
The electric company was contact-
ed and the electricity to the home 
temporarily disconnected to pre-
vent a possible fire. Other county 
agencies, to include planning and 
zoning and child protective ser-
vices are being contacted to fur-
ther address the health and public 

safety concerns pertaining to this 
property. 
 Evidence developed during this 
ongoing investigation is believed 
to be linked to thefts of motor 
vehicles, mini-bikes, motorcycles 
and other property in several 
counties in Virginia, and West Vir-
ginia. The Warren County Sher-
iff ’s Office is coordinating with 
those law enforcement agencies, 
with additional charges anticipat-
ed. Investigations Supervisor Lau-
ra Nelson-Haas states her Office is 
still in the process of identifying 
some of the recovered property, 
and assistance from the public will 
be needed. 
 During this investigation, it was 

discovered that another criminal 
trend was emerging. It was de-
termined that unattended motor 
vehicles in parking lots and rural 
areas throughout the county had 
been damaged by having their cat-
alytic convertors removed. These 
items are appealing to persons 
who wish to make a quick dollar 
by selling them to a scrap yard. 
 Aside from being resold as re-
placement items for older vehicles, 
the catalytic converter or “cats” as 
they are referred to on the street, 
are also stolen for another reason. 
Inside the converters are precious 
metals such as palladium, rho-
dium, and platinum, which have 
high-dollar values. Catalytic con-
verters have been recovered by 
the Sheriff ’s Office and their origin 
and ownership are being traced. 
 Major Driskill credits the suc-
cess of this investigation to the 
excellent communication and co-
ordination between the Sheriff ’s 
Office and the community. Many 
of these crimes had not been dis-
covered or reported due to home-
owners being away on vacation 
or having second homes in other 
areas. Major Driskill extends his 
appreciation to those homeown-
ers who had been looking out for 
each other in the true spirit of a 
Neighborhood Watch program. 
Major Driskill also acknowledged 
the professional investigative work 
conducted by members of both 
patrol shifts, who were very proac-
tive in collecting information and 
evidence leading to the identifica-
tion of the suspects. Major Driskill 
stated “this was outstanding law 
enforcement work done by our 
Patrol Deputies, and they deserve 
immense credit! Residents should 
know that they patrolled their 
streets, did surveillance and more. 
These Deputies went beyond ex-
pectations.” 
 The Warren County Sheriff ’s 
Office reminds residents that their 
Community Policing Unit, led by 
Sergeant Cindy Burke and Lieu-
tenant Robbie Seal are actively 
working to enhance and expand 
the Neighborhood Watch pro-
gram and interested homeowners’ 
associations should contact them.
 Finally, residents are reminded 
to check on unattended rural 
property to ensure the safety of 
their property and vehicles. If any-
thing is found missing or damaged 
in the county, please report this by 
calling the Warren County Emer-
gency Communications Center 
(9-1-1) or if out of the area, call 
(540) 635-4128. Persons having 
information regarding this investi-
gation are asked to contact WCSO 
Investigator Kristin Hajduk at 
(540) 635-4128.

New Name, New Location,  
Same Great Orthopedic Care

Valley Health Orthopaedics | Front Royal has moved to the new Warren  
Memorial Hospital campus. Located in the multispecialty clinic, our new  
practice name and address is: 

Front Royal Family Practice and  
Multispecialty Clinic | Valley Health

351 Valley Health Way, Suite 200, Front Royal, VA

Our team of experienced orthopedic providers will continue to offer the same 
high quality care you have come to expect from our practice. As an added 
benefit for patients, we will be located alongside other medical specialists in a 
single, convenient location that will serve as a central hub for specialty care in 
the region.   

CALL 540-635-0820 TODAY  
to schedule an appointment at our new location.

Erik Mitchell, DO
Orthopedic Surgeon

Mesfin Shibeshi, DO
Orthopedic Surgeon

Ria Philpott, PA
Physician Assistant



Page 18  •  Warren/Frederick County Report  •  Late July, 2021

 Chicken drumsticks or angus beef burgers may be the stars 
of summertime grilling, but classic side dishes can enhance 
any meal. 
 Coleslaw completes the deli salads trifecta alongside maca-
roni salad and potato salad. Coleslaw is often served at sum-
mer picnics and barbecues, and it is at home on the side of 
sandwiches or even on top. Coleslaw can dress up reubens or 
even replace sauerkraut (another cabbage-based topping) on 
frankfurters. It’s convenient to pick up premade coleslaw at 
the deli counter, but it’s also easy to make at home. Whip up 
this recipe for “Classic Coleslaw,” courtesy of Hellmann’s® or 
Best Foods® Real Mayonnaise company.

Classic Coleslaw
Serves 6 to 8

1 cup Hellmann’s® or Best Foods® Real Mayonnaise
3 tablespoons lemon juice
2 tablespoons sugar
1⁄2 teaspoon salt
6 cups shredded cabbage
1 cup shredded carrot
1⁄2 cup chopped green bell pepper

 Combine mayonnaise, lemon juice, sugar, and salt in a large 
bowl. Stir in cabbage, carrots and green pepper. Chill, if de-
sired. 
 Tip: For an even quicker prep time, use bagged coleslaw mix 
instead of shredding the cabbage and carrots.

Make this creamy salad a summer staple

 Friday, July 16, 2021: A slight 
chance of showers and thunderstorms 
after 2pm. Sunny, with a high near 94. 
Light southwest wind. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 20%.
 Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a 
low around 71. Calm wind.
 Saturday: A slight chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms, then showers 
likely and possibly a thunderstorm 
after 2pm. Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 94. Calm wind becoming south-
west around 5 mph in the afternoon. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%.

 Saturday Night: Showers likely and 
possibly a thunderstorm before 8pm, 
then a chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 8pm. Mostly cloudy, with 
a low around 70. Chance of precipita-
tion is 60%.
 Sunday: Showers likely, with thun-
derstorms also possible after 11am. 
Partly sunny, with a high near 86. 
Chance of precipitation is 70%.
 Sunday Night: A chance of show-
ers. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
66. Chance of precipitation is 30%.
 Monday: A chance of showers, 
with thunderstorms also possible after 
2pm. Mostly sunny, with a high near 
85. Chance of precipitation is 40%.
 Monday Night: A chance of thun-
derstorms before 8pm. Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 65. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 30%.
 Tuesday: A chance of showers and 

thunderstorms. Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 89. Chance of precipitation 
is 30%.
 Tuesday Night: A chance of thun-
derstorms. Mostly clear, with a low 
around 66. Chance of precipitation is 
30%.
 Wednesday: A chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms. Sunny, with a 
high near 89. Chance of precipitation 
is 30%.
 Wednesday Night: A chance of 
thunderstorms. Mostly clear, with a 
low around 64. Chance of precipita-
tion is 30%.
 Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 
90.

ENGLE’S ANGLE:
“Bad Mittens”

by Kevin S. Engle

 I really thought this was the year.
 I’d done everything my coach told 
me to.
 I ate lots of fruits and veggies. Lean 
chicken. No ice cream or m&m’s™.
 I trained hard. Several times a day.
 And got lots of rest. Time to let my 
body recover from all the workouts.
 But in the end, it still wasn’t enough.
 I still didn’t make the U.S. Olympic 
team.
 My sport?
 Rhythmic Gymnastics.
 Turns out the guys don’t have a 
Rhythmic Gymnastics team.
 Oh well.
 Disappointed?
 Of course. I’d just got a new hoop 
and ribbons, but I’m already looking 

ahead to the next Summer Games.
 Paris. 2024.
 My new sport?
 Diving?
 Nah. I’m not afraid of heights, but 
jumping from high places doesn’t ex-
cite me.

 Fencing?
 I’m not a fan of pointy things, espe-
cially when they’re pointed at me.
 Equestrian?
 You’re supposed to stay on the horse 
right?
 Beach volleyball?

MASTERS OF ALL THINGS

HARDWARIAN
FRONT ROYAL

Ramsey True Value Hardware
703 North Royal Avenue • Phone (540) 635-2547

BERRYVILLE
Berryville True Value Hardware

600 East Main St • Phone (540) 955-1900

Rocco Christo� 
I am based here in Stephens City and 

o� er many incentives other Realtors do 
not to save buyers and sellers money!

Call me now for your Free 
Home Report and learn the 
bene� ts of working with me!

703-895-7711

10780 Parkridge Blvd, Suite 80
Reston, Virginia 20191

Cell: 703-895-7711
roccochristoff@hotmail.com

enrolling Ages 2 - 
Kindergarten

1600 John Marshall Hwy  ≈  Front Royal, VA 22630  ≈  www.dlcs1.com  ≈  (540) 636-9595
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 I burn too easily. And you get sand 
everywhere.
 How about the hammer throw?
 I’d get dizzy and probably pass out.
 There is one event that caught my 
eye.
 Badminton.
 I think I could do it.

 And with enough practice, I can see 
myself as an elite badminton player.
 Before I go any further, I want to 
clarify how you say it.
 I always thought the word was pro-
nounced like bad-mitten.
 You know, those things you wear on 
your hands in cold weather?

 I was wrong.
 You’re supposed to say the first ‘n’ as 
well. It’s subtle, but it’s there.
 Check it out online and you’ll hear 
what I mean.
 Now that we have that cleared up, 
I think the sport should change its 
name.
 Why not goodminton?
 Why say it’s bad?
 That’s not good.
 According to Brittanica.com, the 
encyclopedia people, it was named af-
ter a country estate in England. 

 Fine, but I think it’s time for a 
change.
 I just ordered everything I need.
 Amazon has a complete goodmin-
ton starter set for about thirty bucks. 
A net, four rackets and two birdies.
 As I improve, I’ll splurge for the 
Professional version, whatever that is. 
It’s about 70 bucks.
 My Olympic dream is worth it.
 But, if it doesn’t work out, and I 
don’t become the elite goodminton 
player I envision, there are some new 
events at the next Summer Olympics.

 Sport climbing, skateboarding and 
surfing.
 And one I know that I could do re-
ally well.
 Breaking.
 As in Break Dancing.
 And I thought I’d get dizzy from the 
hammer throw?
 Yikes.
 Go Team USA!
 The author will be watching the 
Summer Games, especially Rhythmic 

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Fashion accessory
 5. Subatomic particle
10. Ethnic group of the Philippines
14. Popular cookie
15. Fabric
16. Alcoholic liquor
17. Peter __, Dutch portrait painter
18. Longtime Chicago mayor
19. A famous “Lady”
20. Islamic calendar month
22. Rocky peak
23. Polio vaccine developer
24. Songs sung in open air
27. Military movements
30. Male parent
31. Beloved hot beverage
32. Female sibling
35. Tackled the QB
37. Set a dog on someone
38. Long live! (Spanish)
39. Porticos
40. Pouch
41. Smooth fabric
42. Enough (archaic)
43. Institute legal proceedings against
44. Scarred
45. Draw from
46. Brother or sister
47. Body part
48. Commercials
49. London soccer team
52. Satisfied
55. Surgical technique (abbr.)
56. Fencing sword
60. French industrial city
61. Intellectual property organization 
(abbr.)
63. Helps to carry food
64. “Rule, Britannia” composer
65. One-time Empress of the Roman Em-
pire
66. Intestinal pouches
67. None better
68. “WandaVision” actress
69. Comedic actress Kathryn

CLUES DOWN
 1. Fifth notes of major scales
 2. Region
 3. Your consciousness of your own iden-
tity
 4. Georgetown athletes
 5. They follow A
 6. Spoke
 7. Hairdressers’ domain
 8. Extravagantly theatric
 9. End-blown flute
10. Heroic tales
11. Member of a Semitic people
12. Members of a priestly caste
13. Southern Ghana people
21. Counsels
23. Body of water
25. Awesome!
26. Calendar month
27. Native of region in Caucasus
28. Indian city
29. Exclusive
32. Alaskan town
33. Covered with ivy
34. Loose granular substances
36. Native American tribe
37. Written American English
38. Holiday (informal)
40. Add up
41. Small brown and gray rails
43. Get off your feet
44. Express disgust
46. Surface of the ground
47. Put into a silo
49. Belief
50. British noblemen
51. Tennis game
52. Dry, protective crust
53. Swiss river
54. Large integers
57. La __ Tar Pits, Hollywood
58. Every one of two or more
59. “Deadpool” actor Reynolds
61. Earlier
62. Peter’s last name

See BRIEFS, 20

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Licensed & Insured  •  Free Estimates

* Serving Front Royal for 25 years! *

(540) 222-0521
(540) 631-0666

HamricksRoofi ng@gmail.com

Hamrick’s
Sudoku!

 Like puzzles? Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This mind-bending 
puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, 
so sharpen your pencil and put 
your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

 Sudoku puzzles are formatted 
as a 9x9 grid, broken down 
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle! (Answer in back.)
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Gymnastics. And dreaming of what 
might have been.

– kevinengle456@comcast.net
 The Best of Engle’s Angle is available 
online or pick up a signed copy at a lo-
cal bookstore. 

From left are new Dominion Ridge 
Academy Principal Detra Tutton and 

Vice Principal Carrie Hill.

Dominion Ridge Academy appoints 
new principal and vice principal

 Dominion Ridge Academy in Front 
Royal, VA has selected Detra Tutton 
for the position of Principal and Car-
rie Hill as Vice Principal. Ms. Tutton 
and Mrs. Hill are moving into these 
positions, as Lorraine Hewitt remains 
as Head of School, focusing her time 
on the Center for Cognitive Formation 
within DRA.
 Ms. Tutton brings over 20 years of 
experience in education to her new 
position, with prior roles as elemen-
tary, middle, and high school teacher 
as well as Dean of Instruction at DRA. 
Along with her passion for literature 
and theatre, Ms. Tutton has a multi-
faceted background in interdisciplin-
ary studies, curriculum management, 
and neurodiversity that has prepared 
her for her role as Principal of Domin-
ion Ridge Academy.
 Mrs. Hill is an accomplished aca-
demic and highly effective adminis-
trator. During the last four years at 
Dominion Ridge Academy, she has 
developed the Executive Functions 
Therapy Program and taught many 
students study skills and strategies for 
higher level thinking.

Shawn Michael West

Linden man arrested after firing a 
handgun upon roadway

 A report of shots fired along the 100 
block of Red Robin Lane in Linden, 
Virginia was received by the Warren 
County Sheriff ’s Office on 07/10/2021 
at approximately 01:36 PM. The sus-
pect vehicle was reported to have left 
the scene in an unknown direction of 
travel around 01:45 PM. Three spent 
.45 caliber casings were recovered at 
the scene and a local dispatch to at-
tempt to locate the suspect vehicle was 
issued on at approximately 01:59 PM. 
Investigating Deputies identified the 
suspect vehicle as being a white Chevy 
2500 pickup truck. 
 On 07/10/2021 at 02:29 PM, mem-
bers of the Front Royal Police Depart-

ment located the suspect vehicle in the 
area of Winchester Road and Route 66 
in Front Royal, and effected a high-risk 
traffic stop without further incident. 
The driver, Shawn Michael West was 
questioned briefly at the scene and 
custody transferred to the WCSO. The 
white pickup truck was towed, and 
three handguns and ammunition were 
later recovered from within the vehicle 
as a result of a search warrant. 
 Arrest warrants and complaints 
were obtained by the WCSO, and 

Shawn Michael West, age 58 of Lin-
den, Virginia. was subsequently 
charged with two misdemeanors and 
one felony related to this incident. 
West was charged with a single count 
of possession of a firearm by a con-
victed felon (§18.2-308.2), reckless 
handing of a firearm (§18.2-56.1) and 
transporting a firearm in violation of 
a Protection Order (§18.2-308.1:4). 
West has an initial court date set of 
08/18/2021. No persons were injured 
during the incident.

Anthony “Tony” Herbert

Stabbing on Hill Street

 In the early morning hours of 
Thursday, July 15, 2021, officers with 
the Front Royal Police Department 
responded to a residence in the 400 

Block of Hill Street for a report of 
a stabbing.  When officers arrived, 
they located a male victim, identified 
as Mario Frazier, who was bleeding 
from an apparent stab wound to his 
neck.  Frazier provided a statement 
to officers identifying the offender as 
61-year-old Front Royal resident, An-
thony “Tony” Herbert. Frazier, who 
shares a residence with Herbert, stat-
ed there was an argument and physi-
cal altercation leading to the stabbing. 
The victim was transported to War-

BRIEFS, from 19

Mountain MysticMountain Mystic
Trading CompanyTrading Company

215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318

Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry, chimes, rock and mineral 
specimens, books, Tarot & Oracle cards, greeting cards, journals, tapestries, candles, 
incense, fragrance and essential oils, stickers, and so many more one of a kind items!

Open Thurs.-Sun. 12-5

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER

IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires Sept 30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2021 BCI Acrylic Inc.

866-491-9867

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

  FOR 18 MONTHS**

• 900+ Authorized Dealers 
in North America

• Factory-Trained & Certifi ed Installers
• Limited Lifetime Warranty
• Made in the U.S.A.

$500 Off*

OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

Georgia Rossiter
Attorney At Law

117 W Boscawen St.  Suite 4  Winchester
Phone (540) 535-2001 • Fax (540) 535-2210

Concentrating in Family Law & Equine Law
Divorce   •   Child Custody   •   Support
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ren Memorial Hospital where he was 
treated for non-life-threatening punc-
ture wounds.   
 Herbert was quickly located and ap-
prehended by Front Royal Police offi-
cers without further incident.  Herbert 
was transported to Rappahannock 
Shenandoah Warren (RSW) Regional 
Jail where he was held without bond 
with a scheduled court date of Sep-
tember 21, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. in War-

ren County General District Court.

Waggin’ for Dragons:  August 7th

 Waggin’ for Dragons, one of the 

region’s biggest fundraisers is back 
and bigger than ever thanks to a part-
nership between the United Way of 
Front Royal Warren County, Front 
Royal-Warren County Chamber of 
Commerce, and Humane Society of 
Warren County.   This semi-annual 
fundraising event draws teams of 20+ 
to race along the Shenandoah River in 
traditional dragon boats.
 Traditional dragon boat racing 
dates back over 2000 years, but the 
modern international sport became 
popular in Hong Kong in 1976.   20 
rowers plus a drummer compete in 
a skill of coordination rather than 
athleticism, so this sport is great for 
people of all skill levels.
 Waggin’ for Dragons (W4D) is a 
terrific opportunity for businesses 
and organizations looking for team-
building activities for their employees. 
It’s also a great way for families and 
friends to strengthen their relation-
ships and enjoy spending time togeth-
er. 

 Registration is open now to par-
ticipate with your business, church, 
family, or friends.   The event is held 
on August 7th at the Front Royal Golf 
Club.   Live music, food, drinks, and 
community spirit make this a day to 
remember and all for a great cause!
 Spectators are welcome to attend. 
Shuttle service will be available from 
the Walmart parking lot. Opening cer-
emonies will commence at 9 a.m. with 
races throughout the morning and 
early afternoon.
 The Humane Society of Warren 
County, Front Royal-Warren County 
Chamber of Commerce and United 
Way of Front Royal-Warren County 

will share in the funds raised by each 
team for the benefit of our entire com-
munity. Each team is asked to fund-
raise for their participation, a mini-
mum of $2,000 each.   Racers enjoy 
opportunities to practice in the dragon 
boats ahead of race day as well as the 
full support & gratitude of the hosting 
non-profits. 
 The roster for the 2021 event in-
cludes “Legally High” from the High 
Knob Neighborhood, “Law Dogs” 
made up of members of the Front 
Royal Police Department and the 
“Coldwell Banker Blue Crew” among 
others.   With a goal of 30 teams, this 
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MATTERS
WHAT

WHATMATTERSW2.COMBETH
ASSOCIATE BROKER

My listings are selling so fast and for much more than sellers expect! Please 
call me for a no-obligation consultation to see what your home could be worth!

540-671-6145  •  beth@whatmattersw2.com

Learn more about WHAT MATTERS Partners at www.whatmattersw2.com

88 Long Winding Rd.
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-671-6145

210 E Main St.
Front Royal, VA 22630

703-330-2222

to schedule your FREE in-home consultation
CALL BY JUNE 30

BOGO 
40% OFF

Call for details

855-843-5174

Call or email Dan
(540) 683-6411
dansresumes73@gmail.com

Need a Resume?
Fast, 

professional 
service



Page 22  •  Warren/Frederick County Report  •  Late July, 2021

event will be full of character, team 
spirit and community support.
 Volunteer and sponsorship op-
portunities are available. For more 
information about this event, visit 
hswcevents.org/wagginfordragons, 
and follow the event Facebook page 
facebook.com/wagginfordragons or 
call Meghan at the Humane Society at 
540-635-4734.

 Bethel Assembly of God (111 Tot-
ten Lane, Front Royal, VA) will be 
holding revival services on July 25th 
at 10:30am and July 26th - 28th at 
6:30pm nightly. The Special Speaker 
during these services will be Mission-
ary Johan Bruwer, from South Africa. 
Please join us during these services for 
a time of personal renewal! For more 
information, email pastorsteven@
bethellife.org or call the church office 
at 540-635-1826.

Samuels Public Library Adult 
Programming August 1-15

 You can find and register for all li-
brary events at samuelslibrary.net
 Tales and Tails: Adult Summer 
Reading - Summer reading isn’t just 
for kids. Check out Samuels Public 
Library’s 2021 Adult Summer Read-
ing Program from June 7th to August 
14th. Cool programs, movies, and 
prizes for grownups. There’s some-
thing for everyone this summer at 
Samuels Library! Register for the sum-
mer reading program, for an opportu-
nity to win awesome prizes, online at 
www.samuelslibrary.net or at the adult 
reference desk.  Record each book you 
read online or ask reference staff to 
record titles for you. You will receive 
one entry in our weekly drawing for 
every print, eBook and audiobook you 
record. You can also download free eb-
ooks, magazines, videos and music on 
our website so don’t miss out!
 Bad Romance: Fairy Tales - Do 
you consider yourself a hopeless ro-
mantic? Are bad romances a guilty 
pleasure of yours? Can you quote ev-
ery line from your favorite rom com? 

Then you should join us Monday, 
August 9th at 6:00 P.M for another 
special meeting of Bad Romance, with 
a fairy tale theme for our Adult Sum-
mer Reading program! Indulge us with 
your favorite romance books, movies, 
music or other media, and possibly 
discover new titles! For this meeting 
group members will be picking books 
to discuss every month!
 Genealogy Club: Interested in your 
family’s history? Already done exten-
sive research and want to be able to 
share your finds? Join our virtual ge-
nealogy club where both novices and 
experts alike can come together and 
talk about different genealogy topics.  
This event will be held on Wednesday 
August 11th at 6 P.M.
 Tails and Tales: DIY Crafts - Join 
us at the library, Saturday, August 14th 
at 10:00 AM for a fun morning with 
a fantasy-themed DIY craft! Create a 
neat fantasy themed enclosure with 
lights! Supplies are limited registra-

tion required.

Youth events at Samuels Library: 
Aug 1-15

 These are the events being present-
ed by the Youth Services Department 
at Samuels Public Library from Au-
gust 1-15.  Most events can be viewed 
from the Samuels Library Facebook 
page or YouTube channel.  More in-
formation about Samuels Library and 
the programs and services available 
can be found at www.samuelslibrary.
net or by calling (540) 635-3153.
 Summer Reading Club continues 
through August 14.  Favorite animals 
and amazing stories give you Tails 
and Tales, a fun-filled summer read-
ing club for all ages!  Come explore 
the exciting world of wild animals 
and their habitats through books, 
programs, games, and more! Register 
online or in person. Read some great 
tales, log your books, and pick up your 

prize when you visit Samuels Library.  
Summer Reading Club is sponsored 
by Friends of Samuels Library (FOSL), 
Rotary Club of Warren County, and 
Elks Lodge #2382.
 Tuesday, August 3 –
 3:30 Virtual Science Scouts.  Explore 
the mysteries of the world through sci-
ence!  This week we’ll learn how to do 
make s’mores using solar cooking. 
Watch on Facebook or YouTube.
 7:00 Goodnight, Sweetheart!  Vir-
tual Pajama Story Time.  It’s time for 
bed!  Join Miss Pattie for some sweet 
bedtime stories.  Watch on the Samu-
els Library Facebook Page or YouTube 
Channel.
 Wednesday, August 4 –
 1:00 Virtual Story Time.  Our stories 
this week will be about going on vaca-
tion!  Watch on the Samuels Library 
Facebook Page or YouTube Channel.
 Thursday, August 5 –
 11:00 Garden Story Time.  Join us 
in our beautiful Children’s Garden for 

Electrician
Residential & Commercial 

Electrical Work
Allen Santmyers
540-660-5697

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-636-7566 

The bathroom of your dreams for 
as little as $149/month! BCI Bath 
& Shower. Many options available. 
Quality materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military Dis-
counts Available. Limited Time Offer 
- FREE virtual in-home consultation 
now and SAVE 15%! Call Today! 
1-866-491-9867

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 
DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 2 
FREE Months! 1-855-932-2109

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL 
Devices. Call today! 1-888-476-
3207
 
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-844-852-
6401

www.dental50plus.com/14 #6258
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By Mark Gunderman

 Managing trees in common areas is the responsibility 
of a Home Owners Association (HOA). Well-cared-for 
trees are valuable and important assets to every commu-
nity but come with the need for responsible stewardship. 
Trees that lean should be inspected by an arborist on a 
regular basis. Dead trees should be brought down to a safe 
height or removed entirely if they pose a risk to people or 
to nearby structures.
 A combination of rainstorms, high winds and carpen-
ter ants caused irreparable damage to a great White Oak 
at Autumn Glen HOA in Stephens City. The ants are at-
tracted to older trees that have plenty of decayed or dead 
wood. The wood is brittle and soft, which makes it easier 
for ants to chew tunnels and infiltrate the entire tree and 
place the oak in a weakened state. A recent storm knocked 
down a large limb and basically cut the tree in half. 
 Art Sisk Tree and Landscaping Service of Winchester 
managed the removal of the White Oak. According to 
Sisk, the Oak was 75 feet tall, had a tree truck diameter of 
31 inches and was 65 to 70 years old. Mike Pietsch, a resi-
dent of Stephens City and an employee with the landscap-
ing service for seven years, guided an All Access CMC 
83 Heavy Duty Arbor Pro spider lift to reach the high-
est limbs and topping off the tree in three-foot segments. 
“The ruggedized Arbor Pro combines superior engineer-
ing with advanced remote-control technology, intended 
for severe duty. It is also one of the safest lifts as it comes 

equipped standard with more redundant safety devices to 
provide a very reliable work environment,” Sisk said.
 Pietsch prefers working with a 661 C-M Magnum Stihl 
chainsaw. “This chainsaw is best for felling large trees, in 
large quantities and has the power to get big jobs done,” 
Pietsch said. Pietsch and crew member James Bryant uti-
lized a Bandit Intimidator hand fed Chipper for shredding 
tree branches. It is a drum style chipper featuring a 24-
inch diameter drum with a large throat opening. The two 
crew members easily pushed large brush stacks and limbs 
through powerful dual feed wheels mounted in Bandit’s 
Slide Box Feed System. The White Oak was taken down to 
the stump and the property was cleared of tree branches 
and large brush stacks in two hours. It was only 10 am 
and Art Sisk’s crew was off to take down a home owners 
Bradford Pear just down the street.

– gunderman2001@aol.com

Damaged Great White Oak taken down at 
Autumn Glen HOA in Stephens City

Huge limb from great White Oak came down during 
June rain and wind storm at  Autumn Glen HOA in 
Stephens City. Photos: Fadua Houser.

High up in the spider lift, Mike Pietsch methodically 
cuts down a White Oak which in weakened state was 
posing a great risk to nearby houses.
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story time!  Our stories this week will 
be about going on vacation! Registra-
tion is encouraged.  In the event of 
inclement weather, this event will be 
moved inside.
 Friday, August 6 –
 11:00 Habitats Scavenger Hunt.  
Use clues to take you through the 
Children’s Garden, looking for diff er-
ent habitats and the animals that live 
in each.  In the event of rain, this pro-
gram will be cancelled.  Th ere will be 
a take-home craft to extend the fun of 
learning about habitats!  For ages 6-11.  
Please register in advance.
 Monday, August 9 –
 11:00 Dancing Th rough Time:  A 
History of Dance.  Come  join the 
dancers of Living By His Grace  in 

our Children’s Garden as they dem-
onstrate a variety of dances. Learn a 
little dance history and participate by 
learning the choreography too!   For 
ages 4-6.  Please register in advance.
1:00 A History of Dance.  Come  join 
the dancers of Living By His Grace in 
our Children’s Garden as they dem-
onstrate a variety of dances. Learn a 
little dance history and participate by 
learning the choreography too!   For 
ages 7-18.  Please register in advance.
 Tuesday, August 10 –
 3:30 Science Scouts Outdoors.  
Explore the mysteries of the world 

through science!  Th is week we will 
build a bee bath!  Registration is en-
couraged.  In the event of inclement 
weather, this event will be moved in-
side, or may be viewed on the library’s 
Facebook page or YouTube channel.  
Th is program is intended for ages 
6-11.  
 7:00 Goodnight, Sweetheart!  Vir-
tual Pajama Story Time.  It’s time for 
bed!  Join Miss Pattie for some sweet 
bedtime stories.  Watch on the Samu-
els Library Facebook Page or YouTube 
Channel.
 Wednesday, August 11 –

 1:00 Virtual Story Time.  Creeping, 
crawling, fl ying . . . our stories this 
week will be about bugs.  Watch on 
the Samuels Library Facebook Page or 
YouTube Channel.
 Th ursday, August 12 –

 11:00 Garden Story Time.  Join us 
in our beautiful Children’s Garden for 
story time!  Creeping, crawling, fl ying 
. . . our stories this week will be about 

A+J’s Lawn Care

• Leaf Blowing • Mowing
• Weedeating • Low Rates!
We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174
New

Beginnings
Community
Greetings

“Introducing Your Business to 
New Homeowners in our Community”

P.O. Box 1025 • Front Royal VA  22630

540-635-8660

Precious’s ad sponsored by:

540-636-1634
216 E. Main Street Front Royal

www.mainstreet-travel.com

Travelon 
Products:

Accessories 
FID Enhanced 

Handbags, Wallets, 
Cross Body Bags
USB Adapters for 

Overseas
Luggage Scales 
and much more!

Rambo’s ad sponsored by:

Spicewood Flats 
Boarding Kennels & Grooming

125 Spicewood Lane • Front Royal 

540-635-8979
spicewoodflats.com

Millie’s ad sponsored by:

Tony’’s Tires

11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal

540-551-0922

NEW Tires and 
Complete Auto 
Maintenance!

Millie is a 
6 month 
old female 
black and 
w h i t e 
hound mix. 
She’s an 
energet ic 

and enthusiastic young dog and, of course, she’s 
looking for a home to call her own! If you think 
you would be a good match for this fun puppy, we 
hope you’ll put in an application and come see 
her ASAP!

Boone is a 2 
year old male 
black and tan 
C o o n h o u n d . 
He is a typical 
hound, loud 
with his nose 
to the ground. 
He’s also a su-
per sweet boy 
and very treat 
motivated! He’s 
a good boy and 

will be a good companion to the right person!

With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. 
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!

Humane Society of Warren CountyHumane Society of Warren County
Waggin’ for Dragons, one of the region’s biggest Waggin’ for Dragons, one of the region’s biggest 
fundraisers is back on August 7, 2021 and is bigger fundraisers is back on August 7, 2021 and is bigger 
than ever this year. We have partnered with the than ever this year. We have partnered with the 
United Way of Front Royal-Warren County and Front United Way of Front Royal-Warren County and Front 
Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce to host Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce to host 
this year’s event and hope you will participate! This this year’s event and hope you will participate! This 
event consist of teams of 20 paddlers along with a event consist of teams of 20 paddlers along with a 
drummer to race along the Shenandoah River in drummer to race along the Shenandoah River in 
traditional dragon boats. Registration is open now traditional dragon boats. Registration is open now 
to participate with your business, church, family, or to participate with your business, church, family, or 
friends. Call the shelter at 540-635-4734 to learn more!friends. Call the shelter at 540-635-4734 to learn more!

Boone’s ad sponsored by:

Bentonville, VA • 636-2671
hillbillysjunkyard.com

Hillbilly’s Junkyard
Hillbilly has what you NEED!
4381 Stonewall Jackson Hwy

Precious is a 1 
year old female 
diluted brindle pit 
bull mix. She is 
dog friendly but 
a little cautious 
of people, so she 
needs a patient 
and understand-
ing person to 
come along to 
love her. If that’s 
you, you can put 

in an application and come meet this sweet girl!

Rambo is a 7 year old 
male brown and white 
pit mix. He is also wait-
ing for you, for 4 long 
months! He’s a very 
friendly boy, okay with 
cats and kids, but would 
prefer to be the only dog. 
He can be quite vocal, 
but his joy is contagious! 
Come check him out!

During this pandemic winter, when people seem 
to need family and pets more than ever, Spay 
Today is here to support.  Spay Today’s our area’s 
non-profit, reduced-priced spay and neuter clinic.  
CHOOSE from MANY vets over a WIDE area! At the 
time of surgery, initial shots and tests can also be 
obtained at lower rates.

Contact Spay Today:  
www.spay-today.org 
or call 304-728-8330

See BRIEFS, 24

*Requires a 36-month monitoring contract. Minimum purchase of $599 and upgrade required.
Early term. and installation fees apply. For full terms and pricing see reverse.

FREE*
$200 value

ADT HD Outdoor Camera
installed free

FREE*
$200 value

ADT Video Doorbell
Camera installed free

FREE
*

2 cameras 
installed

Seeing is believing.
Get 2 security cameras installed FREE*.
ADT’s 24/7 monitoring plus top of the line security cameras help ensure your loved
ones are safe  –  whether you’re out and about or in the next room.

*ADT Video Doorbell AND Outdoor Camera Professionally Installed Free: Requires 36-month monitoring contract starting at $56.99/mo. with QSP (24-month monitoring 
contract in California, total fees from $1,367.76), and enrollment in ADT EasyPay. O� er includes installation of one (1) video doorbell camera AND one (1) outdoor camera 
with minimum purchase price of $599 after promo is applied depending on geographic location. Applicable taxes extra. Upon early termination by Customer, ADT may 
charge 75% of the monthly service charges due for the balance of the initial contract term. Quality Service Plan (QSP) is ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. Service and 
installation charges vary depending on system con� guration, equipment, and services selected. Expires 7/15/2021.
General: Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm veri� cation. System remains property of ADT. Local permit fees 
may be required. Prices and o� ers subject to change and may vary by market. Additional taxes and fees may apply. Satisfactory credit required. A security deposit may 
be required. Simulated screen images and photos are for illustrative purposes only. 
©2021 ADT LLC dba ADT Security Services. All rights reserved. ADT, the ADT logo, 800.ADT.ASAP and the product/service names listed in this document are marks and/
or registered marks. Unauthorized use is strictly prohibited. Third-party marks are the property of their respective owners. License information available at www.ADT.
com/legal or by calling 800.ADT.ASAP. CA ACO7155, 974443, PPO120288; FL EF0001121; LA F1639, F1640, F1643, F1654, F1655; MA 172C; NC Licensed by the Alarm Systems 
Licensing Board of the State of North Carolina, 7535P2, 7561P2, 7562P10, 7563P7, 7565P1, 7566P9, 7564P4; NY 12000305615; PA 09079, MS 15019511. DF-CD-NP-Q221

Call today to speak with 
a home security expert
1-833-486-0376 • O� er expires: 7/15/2021

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

O�er ends 7/14/21.

“All o�ers require credit quali�cation, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 
Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit quali�cation.

2-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE 190 CHANNELS

Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

FREE

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 
Duo DVR ($5 discount for 24 months) or Wally/211

SMART 
HD DVR 

INCLUDED

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 

INCLUDED

FREE
STREAMING 

ON ALL 
YOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICES

FREE
VOICE 

REMOTE

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. 

Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 

1-888-476-3207

$6499
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bugs. Registration is encouraged.  In 
the event of inclement weather, this 
event will be moved inside.
 Saturday, August 14 –

 2:00 Teen Chess Challenge.  Teens 
will challenge each other in chess 
games, in the Children’s Garden.  For 
ages 12-18.    Registration is encour-
aged.

REC Board elections open: 
member-owners urged to 

participate

 Member-owners of Rappahannock 
Electric Cooperative (REC) will elect 
three members to the Cooperative’s 
Board of Directors as part of the vir-
tual Annual Meeting on Wednesday, 

Aug. 11.
 Th e Director Election process is 
now open. Starting July 1, member-
owners can:
• Complete their Proxy Designation 
Form online. Member-owners with a 
valid email on record with REC will re-
ceive instructions and access to com-
plete form. In addition, member-own-
ers can log-in to MyREC SmartHub to 
access the form anytime between July 
1 and Aug. 4 at 5 p.m.
• Early in July, member-owners will 
also receive the Proxy Designation 

Form by U.S. Mail. Completed forms 
can be returned in the business reply 
envelope included.
 Completed Proxy Designation 
Forms must be received by 5 p.m. on 
Aug. 4, 2021, to be valid.
 Member-owners who participate in 
the 2021 Annual Meeting by designat-
ing their proxy will be entered to win 
prizes. Register at myrec.coop/register 
OR call 800-552-3904. Annual Meet-
ing participation instructions will be 
emailed to registered participants.

– news@warrencountyreport.com

Affordable
Hearing Care

You wanted 
an affordable 
hearing aid.

We heard you loud 
and clear!

Tom Demski

Tom Demski  has been in the hearing business for over 37 years. He’s a  Licensed 
Board Certified Hearing Instrument Specialist, lives in Shenandoah County, and he 

truly cares about helping people hear better at prices they can afford.

We make hearing aids affordable...because we care!

Woodstock Office: 158 Main St ~ Mon, Wed,Fri/ 9am - 4:30pm
Front Royal Office: 123 E 6th St ~ Tues & Thurs/9-4:30

Easy payment plans 
Free cleanings & checkups
Loss or damage coverage available. 
Ask us for details!

Full service: also providing service on all makes and 
models of hearing aids available in the US and abroad, 
with few  exceptions. No matter the brand hearing aid 
you have, check with Tom for service and updates.

540-233-1940

Did you Did you ReallyReally hear Me? hear Me?
Call for your FREE hearing evaluation!

6 months Batteries Fre
e*

*One package per month.

45-day trial pe
riod!

Hear the sounds that shouldn’t be missed!

The world’s first hearing aid with a Deep Neural Network (DNN) embedded on the chip. The 
DNN in Oticon More is trained with 12 million sounds from real-life to recognize virtually all 

types of sounds to support your brain.  Schedule your Risk-Free trial today!

New!
Introducing Oticon More™ 

with BrainHearing™ technology.

105 Chesterfi eld Circle Stephens City Va. This One Level home is a rare fi nd!! Spacious 
Brick Rambler with oversized two car garage beautifully situated at the end of the cul-de-
sac, on over a half acre in town. You will see the love and pride in ownership throughout 
this home. You will fall in love with  the bright and updated kitchen o� ering custom back-
splash and stainless steel appliances. 3 bedrooms, two full baths with granite counters 
and ceramic tile. You and your plants both will  love  the cozy Sunroom with vaulted cedar 
ceilings.  This home o� ers a large formal living room and dining room with built-in cabi-
net and chair rail,  along with a spacious family room with a beautiful wood burning fi re-
place for those chilly evenings.  This home has been well maintained and won’t last long. 
$345,000. Open House Saturday, July 17th from 11:00-1:00.

Team Shenandoah Valley, Your BEST Move Yet!!
235 South Street • Front Royal, VA 22630

EEach O�  ce Independently Owned and Operated

SANDRA STRICKLER
DBA: SANDRA BROOKMAN REALTOR ®
540-671-0020

CRYSTAL ELLIOTT
540-671-5850 
teamshenvalley@gmail.com
www.TeamShenandoahValley.comwww.TeamShenandoahValley.com

OPEN HOUSE Sat July 17th 11:00-1:00

MLS#: VAFV2000210

BRIEFS, from 23

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-844-852-6401
or visit dental50plus.com/14

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product not available in all 
states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for 
similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK;  
TN: P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL Insurance
Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. It helps cover over 350 
procedures — from cleanings and fillings to crowns 
and dentures.

• See any dentist you want,  
 but save more with one in our network
• No deductible, no annual maximum
• Immediate coverage for preventive care 


