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Fallen soldiers remembered in Front Royal
The dogs of war were included and blessed in the ceremonies

By Carol Ballard  
Warren/Frederick County Report  
  
 On Memorial Day 2021, the 
weather had changed from cold 
and rainy to sunshine, and flags 
fluttered in the slight breeze all 
up and down Front Royal’s  Main 
Street and at the Warren County 
Courthouse where a commemo-
ration event had started at noon.  
 Before the ceremony, at around 
11:45, four cadets from Randolph-
Macon Academy, the local mili-
tary school, went through the ap-
proximately 50 folks in the crowd 
who had gathered, to offer minia-
ture flags to them. 
 This was a smaller event than 
had been celebrated at the other 
end of Main Street  in the Village 

Commons/Gazebo area before 
the Covid-19 restrictions were in 
place.  
 In  January 2021, the usual re-
quests for permits couldn’t be 

approved  due to the unknown 
restrictions that would be in place 
by May,  so traditional ceremony 
at the Gazebo area couldn’t take 
place,  but Malcolm Barr Sr., and 
co-organizer Rob McDougall 
hope to hold it there next year, as 
usual. 
 A few of the participants, in-
cluding Barr, had brought their 
pets this year, though, to receive 
the traditional blessing sent out 
from  the Reverend Michael  Wil-

liams, whose father  was a dog 
handler in the military.
 This year’s  schedule  went like 
this:
 At 11:45 a.m., Jim Lundt opened 

by playing the bagpipes, beginning 
with “Men of the West,” then the 
familiar “Scotland the Brave.”
 Many veterans at the  cer-
emony  stood to attention while 

Malcolm Barr, Sr. brought his  res-
cue  Siberian Husky,  Diva,  to  the 
Memorial Day ceremony in Front 
Royal on May 31 to participate  in 
the event honoring all Ameri-
can war dead as well as the war-
rior  dogs who gave their  lives 
in service  to our country. All pho-
tos by Carol Ballard.

Randolph-Macon Academy cadets stand with U.S. Marine Lt. Col. Rob Mac-
Dougall during  the Memorial Day  ceremony  on Monday, while Malcolm 
Barr, Sr. looks on. Cadets l-r are Maggie Tewell, Emmett Jouet, MacDou-
gall, Ahmed Hasanka and Devon Derkins.

Jim  Lundt plays the bagpipes 
at  the  2021  Memorial Day cer-
emony in Front Royal  with many 
veterans at the ceremony standing 
to attention.

U.S. Marine  Vietnam veteran  Tom 
Heslep Sr., served in the K-9 Corps 
in the years 1968-70 and was pres-
ent at the Memorial Day ceremony 
to honor all the ones who never 
made it back home from all the 
American wars.
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he played, and here is the answer 
to a question that has been asked 
many times.
 “Why are  bag-
pipes played at certain special oc-
casions?” 
 According to a  Fallen  Heroes 
website,  “Brought to the United 
States over one hundred and fi fty 
years ago by the Scottish immi-
grants, the bagpipe has become 
a symbol of mourning for fallen 
heroes, especially fi refi ghters and 
policemen. Th e hauntingly beau-
tiful music of the pipe is espe-
cially suited to songs of mourning 
whether played by a single piper, 
ensemble, or by a bagpipe band….
Military units often had their own 
pipers and comrades who fell in 
battle were honored with bagpipe 
music at their funerals.
 Also, “Bagpipes were tradition-
ally used during war as a high-
pitched sound that would lead the 
Scots into battle and scare their 

enemies. Th e sound worked, and 
many armies were reportedly ter-
rifi ed as a band of  pipers  would 
sound the battle cry.”
 Next,  Malcolm Barr, Sr. 
and Marine Lt. Col U.S. Rob Mac-
Dougall welcomed everyone with 
the R-MA cadets standing on ei-
ther side of them.
 Barr said, “It is again my plea-
sure to open this Memorial Day 
ceremony and to thank the Lord 

for this beautiful change in the 
weather. Today, we again gather to 
pay tribute to the dead of all wars 
and give thanks to those Warren 
County men and women who 
gave their lives in at least four of 
those more recent wars, Korea, 
Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan. 
He read off  the names of the most 
recent  Warren County veterans 
who gave their lives in the Korean, 

Moses Rodgers, whose brother, 
Clark Edward Rodgers, served in 
Vietnam, wanted to  represent  the 
Confederate soldiers who died. 
“They were Americans too,” he 
said. A memorial to Warren Coun-
ty’s Civil War  fallen, can also be 
found along with the other war me-
morials in front of the courthouse.

U.S. Navy veteran, Jim Longworth 
who served  from 2004-2011 and 
was in  Operation Enduring Free-
dom, the offi cial name used by the 
U.S. government for the Global War 
on Terrorism,  stood  to show his 
respect  at  the  Memorial  Day  cer-
emony.
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Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan 
wars. Iraq War casualty David H. 
Sharrett II and Afghanistan War 
fatality Thomas R. Wilson  were 
added to the list.
 And he continued.  
 “We give praise too, to those 
who lost their lives in the war of 
all wars, World War II.
 “In addition, we will continue 
our tribute to the Dogs of War 
who, in their thousands, have 
saved so many lives of our brave 
soldiers, sailors and air personnel 
on fields of conflict. I remind you, 
once again, that the first dogs con-
scripted for World War II were 
trained at the Redoubt in Front 
Royal.
 The invocation was given by the 
Reverend Michael  Williams, 
then everyone faced the Ameri-
can flag, and the National Anthem 
was played.
 After the invocation, MacDou-

gall addressed the gathered crowd 
and  said,  “As we  emerge  from 
pandemic-related restrictions 
surrounding public gatherings, 
this year’s commemoration is 
again abbreviated, but it is no less 
meaningful. We gather today to 
acknowledge, and to honor those 
who made the ultimate sacrifice, 
paid the ultimate price, in the de-
fense of this nation; and to offer a 
prayer of thanksgiving for those 
willing to make such a sacrifice, 
and in consolation with the fami-
lies and friends they left behind.
 “Since last Memorial Day, we 
have lost many others—one ex-
ample of the cost of  war. Then 
he  read the names of  nine  who, 
this year in March, sank and were 
lost  in a Marine training exercise 
off the coast of California.
 Then  Reverend Michael  Wil-
liams, whose father was a dog han-
dler in the military, told the story 
of how, when the war was over, his 
father wasn’t given permission to 
adopt his dog,  because the mili-
tary considered them useless, and 
they were put down, but the poli-
cy has changed. He gave the bless-
ing for the dogs of war and all the 

dogs that people had brought to 
the ceremony. 
 Next, wreaths donated by 
Betty Showers of  Fussell Flo-
rists  were  laid at the  Korea-
Vietnam monument by: Mal-
colm Barr, Sr. with his dog Diva; 
the four R-MA cadets, Mag-
gie  Tewell,  Emmett  Jouet,  Mac-
Dougall,  Ahmed  Hasanka  and 
Devon  Derkins;  Humane Society 
Executive Director Meghan Bow-
ers  and  R-MA  graduate and Iraq 
war veteran Malcolm Barr Jr.
 The ceremony closed with Mc-
Dougall reminding everyone that: 
“Freedom is not free. And for so 
many families, every day is Me-
morial Day. Please do what you 
can to support the families of 
service members that did not 
come home. Cherish each day of 
the freedom that these brave men 
and women have provided us. Re-
mind those you gather with this 
weekend about the true meaning 
of Memorial Day. For it is both 
a day to mourn and to celebrate 
the courageous sacrifice that has 
been made to protect our way 
of life. Additionally, strive to be a 
person worth defending. 

 “May God Bless the fallen, and 
May God continue to bless the 
United States of America. Thank 
you for being here today, and may 
you have a wonderful afternoon 
with your family, friends, and fel-
low Americans.” 
 Elected officials present to lend 
their support  were Front Royal 
Town Councilman Gary Gillespie, 
Warren County Board of Supervi-
sors Chair Cheryl Cullers, as well 
as county supervisors Walt Mabe 
and Delores Oates.  
 “It’s all about those who served 
and didn’t come home,” said Cull-
ers.
“So  we can  be free 

to stand here,” Oates added.
 To find out how to adopt one of 
the retired military dogs, visit:
 https://drmac-co.org/air-force-
is-desperately-looking-for-peo-
ple-to-adopt-some-of-the-re-
tired-military-working-dogs/  
 To learn about the Marine trag-
edy, visit: https://www.ocregister.
com/2021/03/25/9-deaths-in-
julys-marine-aav-training-off-
san-clemente-island-were-pre-
ventable-investigation-finds/ 
 To learn more about bagpipes, 
visit:    www.highlandtitles.com/
blog/history-piping-fallen-he-
roes-us/

– carol@areaguides.com
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Bruce Rappaport announces run for town council
Adrienne Bransford performs an act of charity and returns a lost wallet

By Thomas Sayre
Warren/Frederick County Report
    
 Drawing laughter from the audi-
ence when he observed that he had 

not been in the Community Build-
ing since it was a library, Bruce 
Rappaport quickly thanked the 
Warren County Republican Com-
mittee (WCRC) for the opportuni-
ty to speak. Rappaport introduced 
himself before the committee and 
announced that he is running for 
the unexpired term of Chris Hol-
loway, who vacated the seat when 
he became Mayor. Holloway was in 
attendance.
 Rappaport started out by say-
ing that he was a lifelong resident 
of Front Royal and wanted to in-
troduce himself to the Republican 
committee.
 “A lot of people do not know who 
I am,” Rappaport said. “I wanted to 
take this opportunity to tell you a 
little bit about myself. I grew up 
here in Front Royal and I am the 
son of a merchant that ran a busi-
ness on Main Street that originated 
within the family in 1911. In fact, 

the statue (the confederate statue 
on the front lawn of the Warren 
County Courthouse) was dedicated 
in 1911.”
 “The business they ran was origi-
nally called the ‘Boston Bargain 
Store.’ My mother married a Rap-
paport. Later on, in 1954 when my 
mother was pregnant with me, they 
moved from the vicinity of the old 
‘Kibler Building’ down to 212 East 
Main Street.”
 Over the phone Rappaport add-
ed, “She came down to Front Royal 
in 1933 to work in the clothing 
store. Her uncle and aunt needed 
a seamstress for six months, but it 
turned into a lifetime. She was 18 
years old and was the valedictorian 
of her class at William Penn High 
School in Philadelphia,  Pa.  It was 
an all-girls public school because 
they didn’t allow the sexes to mix 
back then.”
 Back before the WCRC, Rap-
paport continued, “I care about 
this community and I was looking 
for a venue to tell you who I am. I 
live over at 300 West Main Street. 
I bought the house from our es-
tate and the house has been there 
since 1926. There is a maple tree 
that was planted there in 1926.  It is 
a 95-year-old tree.”
 “My neighbor is Mr. Tederick sit-
ting in the back.” Matthew Teder-
ick smiled and waved back to Rap-
paport. “Yes, we have known each 
other for years. His parents used to 
come into the store and buy shoes.”
 Explaining his background he 
said, “A little bit about myself per-
sonally, I worked in the store for 
three years and when I got out of 
college (Graduated from Shenan-
doah University in 1981, with a 
Bachelor of Science in Manage-
ment), I went into manufacturing, 
working in procurement and plan-
ning. I have 30 years of manufac-
turing experience, and have worked 
for electronic contract manufactur-

ing companies, aeronautics com-
panies, and electronic rail compa-
nies. Presently I am working for a 
high end rifle company in Freder-
icksburg. I am a 2nd Amendment 
guy. I am also a 30 year member of 
the Association of Supply Chain 
Management (ASCM).” Rappaport 
thanked the audience for their time 
and ended with a hearty round of 
applause from the people in atten-
dance.
 Rappaport has turned in all of his 
information and documents with 
the Registrar’s Office and will be on 
the ballot on November 2. 
              
Lost and found

 Adrienne Bransford of Mau-
rertown and her daughter Julie 
Bransford found a female’s lost wal-
let with important information in it 
and Adrienne safely returned the 
wallet to her rightful owner. Brans-
ford said she and her daughter at-
tended the movie “A Quiet Place” 
at the Alamo in Winchester and 
found the wallet and was able to 
read the name and address on the 
identification inside.

 Bransford is a Territory Supervi-
sor for Food Lion and was on her 
way to Baltimore,  Md. when she 
delivered the good news. Brans-
ford’s act of charity was greatly 
appreciated by the owner of the 
wallet, who said, ‘Thank you very 
much’ and ‘May God richly bless 
you.’

– tom@areaguides.com

Adrienne Bransford of Maurertown 
returned a lost wallet to a woman. 
The world needs more people like 
her.

Bruce Rappaport announces he is 
running for the unexpired seat of 
former councilman and current 
Mayor Chris Holloway.
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Federal official responds to Warren County Hatch Act complaint

By Thomas Sayre  
Warren/Frederick County Report  

 Bruce D. Townshend, III spoke 
May 1 at a Warren County Young 
Republican event. During his re-
marks, Townshend mentioned 
that he was running for the Happy 
Creek District seat on the county 
Board of Supervisors. 
 According to a complaint that 
was filed afterward, Townshend 
said at the event that he was a fed-
eral employee but is not subject to 
the Hatch Act since he is running 
as an Independent candidate.
 The Hatch Act is a decades-old 
law that prohibits federal employ-

ees from engaging in certain par-
tisan political activities.
 Following the event and sub-
sequent controversy, Townshend 
withdrew his candidacy.
 The Republican nominee, Je-
rome “Jay” Butler was also invited 
and attended the same event. 
Butler said he was surprised when 
Townshend was invited and then 
later introduced by local Republi-
can Wendy Kurtz to speak. Butler 
said he saw no one intervening 
in any way whatsoever during 
Townshend’s speech.
 At the Warren County Repub-
lican meeting on May 27, Wendy 
Kurtz apologized and said, “I’ve 

come up here because I want 
to specifically look at Jay and 
say, ‘Jay, I am so sorry. Please ac-
cept my apology.’”  Butler replied, 
“I do.” A rousing applause effec-
tively ended the tension in the air.
 Speaking by telephone,  Hatch 
Act Unit attorney Jacqueline 
Yarbro said a Complaint Deter-
mination Letter from the U.S. Of-
fice of  Special  Counsel  (OSC) 

located out of Washington, D.C. 
dated May 20,  2021,  closes their 
file regarding OSC File No. HA-
21-000244, in which former in-
dependent candidate Bruce D. 
Townshend promptly took steps 
to comply with the Hatch Act by 
withdrawing his candidacy.
 In response, Townshend said, 
“That is the way that I read the 
laws of Virginia, it allowed some 

wiggle room. Now, it didn’t turn 
out that way. The federal gov-
ernment sees it differently. They 
are my employer. I will comply. 
Again, that is all it came down to.” 
 Townshend stated he was al-
ways very much aware that he 
was subject to the Hatch Act. “My 
interpretation was that this elec-
tion fell within the non-partisan 
parameters, and I was wrong,” he 
said. Townshend also said that 
no one asked him to modify his 
speech before the WCYRs event.
 “No, all she (Kurtz) did really 
was remind me that it was an 
event for the young Republicans, 
and yea, I was trying to focus 
my comments on congratulat-
ing them and for being involved 
in the political process. The only 
reason I introduced myself the 
way I did was so they understood 
where I was coming from and 
who I was. Other than that, they 
would have been, ‘who is this guy’. 
That is all that it was,” Townshend 
emphasized.  
 “In reference that I should have 
declined the invitation to go, 
the [host family] Salins are good 
friends of mine and really encour-
aged me to show up. I did not 
expect to speak, that was com-
pletely off the cuff. Whatever,” 
Townshend said.
 This reporter discussed with 
Townshend the analysis in the 
OSC written letter wherein a non-
partisan town council or school 
board election could possibly be 
interpreted by the OSC as a par-
tisan race if a political party made 
endorsements and got heavily 
involved in the election. Townsh-
end agreed and said, “They (OSC) 
certainly could do that. I had two 
phone calls with the people there 

Former independent Board of Supervisors candidate Bruce Townshend 
spoke before the Warren County Young Republicans May 1.   “I did not 
expect to speak, that was completely off the cuff,” he said afterward.

Wendy Kurtz  appeared to make a heartfelt and sincere apology to Re-
publican nominee Jerome “Jay” Butler at the Warren County Republican 
Committee meeting.
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at OSC, and when I asked that 
question, I said ‘what about in 
local races where there is an en-
dorsement from a party, if I ran 
as an Independent and I got en-
dorsed by a party, even if I didn’t 
ask for the endorsement?’ They 
(OSC) said everything would be 
on a, they would have to take a 
look at that – sort of a case-by-
case thing.”
 “But they also said, as you saw 
in elections like town council or 
school board that are tradition-
ally non-partisan, that would 
probably play into it. I don’t know 
the answer to the question, I just 
know what they told me.”
 This reporter asked Hatch Act 

Unit counsel Yarbro if two Inde-
pendent candidates, in general, 
were running against each other 
in a traditionally partisan race, 
would they be subject to the 
Hatch Act restriction, and Yarbro 
said “No.” 
 The following is a written let-
ter to the complainant from Erica 
S. Hamrick, Deputy Chief, of the 
Hatch Act Unit:  
 “This letter is in response to the 
complaint you filed with the OSC 
alleging that U.S. Department 
of Defense (DoD) employee Mr. 
Bruce Townshend violated the 
Hatch Act by being a candidate 
in the election for Warren County 
Happy Creek District Board of 

Supervisors. We investigated this 
matter and concluded that Mr. 
Townshend’s candidacy was in 
violation of the Hatch Act.    As 
explained below, we have decided 
not to pursue disciplinary action 
and instead issued Mr. Townsh-
end a warning letter.  
 “The Hatch Act is a federal law 
that governs the political activ-
ity of federal civilian executive 
branch employees, including 
DoD employees.  See  general-
ly 5 U.S.C. §§ 7321-7326. Among 
other things, a covered em-
ployee may not be a candidate 
for partisan political office.   5 
U.S.C.  §  7323(a)(3).    The Hatch 
Act also prohibits covered em-

ployees from:  using their official 
authority or influence to interfere 
with the result of an election; so-
liciting, accepting, or receiving 
political contributions from any 
person; soliciting or discouraging 
political activity by any person 
who has business pending before 
their employing office; and en-
gaging in political activity while 
on duty, in uniform, or in the 

workplace.    5 U.S.C.  §§  7323(a)
(1)-(2), (4); 7324(a).  The relevant 
regulation defines a partisan po-
litical office as an office for which 
any candidate is nominated or 
elected as  representing  a party 
any of whose candidates for presi-
dential  elector  received votes 
in the last preceding election at 

See GOP, 8
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which presidential electors were 
selected. See 5 C.F.R. § 734.101.   
 “State or local law typically des-
ignates  whether the election for 
a particular offi  ce is partisan or 
nonpartisan.    But a law  desig-
nating  an election as nonpar-
tisan creates only a rebuttable 
presumption that the election is 
nonpartisan for purposes of the 
Hatch Act.  See  Special Coun-
sel v. Yoho, 15 M.S.P.R. 409, 413 
(1983). Evidence showing that 
partisan politics entered a candi-
date’s campaign—such as a candi-
date’s acceptance of partisan po-
litical support or advertisement 

of a political party’s endorse-
ment—may  rebut  this presump-
tion.  See  McEntee v. Merit Sys. 
Prot. Bd., 404 F.3d 1320, 1325-26 
(Fed. Cir. 2005) (citing In re Bro-
ering, 1 P.A.R. 778,779 (1955)).  
 “Virginia law provides that 
political party affi  liation  not ap-
pear  on the ballot next to the 
names of any candidates for lo-
cal offi  ce.  See § 24.2-613(B) (“For 
elections for federal, statewide, 
and General Assembly offi  ces 
only, each candidate who has 
been nominated by a political 
party or in a primary election 
shall be identifi ed by the name 
of his political party”.)  Th is rule 

applies to the Warren County 
Happy Creek District Board of 
Supervisors election.    But OSC’s 
investigation confi rmed that can-
didates may qualify for placement 
on the ballot through non-prima-
ry nomination by a local politi-
cal party, and, as you are aware, 
a candidate entered the Board of 
Supervisors race as the Warren 
County Republican Committee’s 
nominee.  See  §  24.2-511 (“Th e 
party chairman of the district or 
political subdivision in which any 
other offi  ce is to be fi lled shall cer-
tify the name of any candidate for 
that offi  ce who has been nomi-
nated by his party by a method 
other than a primary to the State 
Board and to the general regis-
trars of the cities and counties in 
which the name of the candidate 
will appear on the ballot...”).   Be-
cause at least one candidate has 
entered the race through the po-
litical party nomination process, 
OSC concluded the election for 
the Warren County Happy Creek 

District Board of Supervisors is a 
partisan election for purposes of 
the Hatch Act.  
 “As a DoD employee, Mr. Town-
shend is covered by the provi-
sions of the Hatch Act. Th erefore, 
his candidacy in the election for 
the Warren County Happy Creek 
District Board of Supervisors 
was in violation of the law. Once 
OSC  advised  Mr. Townshend of 
this fact, he came into compli-
ance with the law by withdraw-
ing his candidacy for the above-
mentioned position. Because Mr. 

Townshend promptly took steps 
to  comply with  the Hatch Act, 
we have decided not to pursue 
disciplinary action in this mat-
ter and are closing our fi le. We 
have advised Mr. Townshend that 
should he again become a candi-
date for partisan political offi  ce in 
violation of the Hatch Act, we will 
consider such candidacy  to be a 
willful and knowing violation of 
the law that could result in disci-
plinary action.”

– tom@areaguides.com
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Heroic actions of war dogs honored in Front Royal

By Carol Ballard  
Warren/Frederick County Report  

 Malcolm Barr Sr., longtime resi-
dent of Warren  County  and  As-
sociated Press reporter during the 
Vietnam War from 1961-1967, told 
the story of how he came to bring 
Memorial Day  to honor war dogs 
and human warriors to Front Roy-
al.
 He has made memorable speech-
es at the events over the years and 
following are excerpts from several 
of them. 
 “My interest in war dogs was 
piqued 50 years ago  while I was 
in  Guam as  a military correspon-
dent for the Associated  Press 
and nearing the height of the Viet-

nam  war. While  waiting to join 
a scheduled B-52 bombing fl ight 
over Cambodia, I stumbled on the 
Island’s World War II dog ceme-
tery on the periphery of the jungle 
near Andersen AFB,” he said. 
 And what followed next is how it 
all began.
 “I was stranded in Guam  and 
had been scheduled to go on a raid 
but wandered over to the PIO (the 
person who handles public aff airs 
and media relations issues) on 
a US Air Force base,” he began in a 
phone interview. 
 And continued.  
 “I chatted with him, and he asked 
me if I was interested in seeing 
a  cemetery  dedicated to “Dogs of 
War,” Barr said.  “I had always had 

an interest in dogs, so I agreed.” 
 Th e next thing he knew, the PIO 
came up and handed him a ma-
chete and told them they’d be hik-
ing four miles into the jungle.  
 “We went out and came to a 
delightful glade overwhelmed by 
tropical plants. We hacked at  it 
and  found three of the 22 graves 
that were there,”  he continued. 
“We went back, sweating like hell 
in the 100-degree heat, then I went 
to my hotel and wrote a  200-
word  story  about the dog cem-
etery.” 

 Th e story took off , he said, and 
went all over the world, and even-
tually nation-wide in the U.S. and 
to then United States Secretary of 
Defense Robert McNamara at the 
Pentagon, which  resulted in sev-
eral  of  the individuals responsible 
for allowing the  cemetery  to be 
neglected,  to be  relieved of their 
positions.    Barr said the funds  al-
located had been used for the Of-
fi cers Club instead.  
 Much later, the U.S. Marine 
Corps erected a handsome memo-
rial to those 22 dogs at Guam’s na-

val base, he said. 
 Also, the War Dog Cemetery is 
located on the naval base in Santa 
Rita, Guam.
 Here are more of Barr’s 
words  from a speech he gave 
years  ago  which explain why he 
wanted to memorialize the warrior 
dogs locally. 
 “Ten years ago, I realized there 
was no ceremony to mark Memo-
rial Day in Front Royal.  
 “While  it is the  ‘dogs 
of  war’  we  originally saluted, we 
have expanded the  ceremony  to 
also remember those  men and 
women  who gave their lives in 
all wars,  from our Civil War, to 
World Wars  I  and  II, Korea, Viet-
nam,  Iraq  and Afghanistan for 
this reason: fi rst, the war dogs 
had  largely  been  ignored  despite 
the fact that  in  all of  these wars, 
trained dogs have played an in-
creasingly large part.
 From the hundreds of canines 
deployed in the earlier wars, thou-

A U.S. Navy Military Working Dog (MWD) dog handler, Petty Offi cer 2nd 
Class Blake Soller, pets the head of his MWD Rico, at the War Dog Cem-
etery located on Naval Base in Santa Rita, Guam on Oct. 27, 2006. Cour-
tesy of Public Domain
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sands of dogs are now helping 
guard our troops overseas, and aid-
ing law enforcement at home.  
 “The principal training center 
today for the war dogs is Lackland 
AFB in Texas, but back when, in 
1942, Front Royal was the site of 
the first training establishment for 
war dogs used in both the Europe-
an and Pacific battlegrounds in the 
second World War.
 “Up to that  time, the  United 
States had  historically been  woe-
fully behind in adopting dogs into 
its military ranks. The  relatively 
few dogs used in World War II grew 
from the handful trained in  Front 
Royal to some 10,000 animals that 
served in the final three  years 
of the war,” Barr said. 
 This year, 2021,  on Memorial 
Day at the Warren County Court-
house two wreaths  were laid, one 
for the dogs of war, and one for the 
human war dead.  
 According to  www.u-s-history.
com/pages/h1728.html,  “The first 
War Dog Reception and Training 
Center was established at Front 
Royal, Virginia, in August 1942. An 
initial estimate was that about 200 

dogs would be needed, but that es-
timate changed quickly as require-
ments increased.  
 “In 1944, the War Department 
authorized the creation of Quar-
termaster War Dog Platoons with 
seven serving in Europe and eight 
in the Pacific. A platoon consisted 
of 20 enlisted men, 18 scout dogs, 
and six messenger dogs. In the 
Southwest Pacific, one quarter-
master detachment of war dogs 
and handlers were reportedly on 
patrols 48 out of 53 days. The scout 
dogs worked effectively — with no 
instance of failure.  
 “The patrols led by scout dogs 
were not fired upon once without 
warning, and there were no casual-
ties. A number of dogs trained by 
the Quartermaster Corps earned 
outstanding records in combat 
overseas.  
 “Probably the most famous war 
dog was named Chips. Donated 
and trained at Front Royal, Virgin-
ia, Chips was among the first dogs 
shipped overseas. Assigned to the 
Third Infantry Division in North 
Africa, one of his assignments 
included sentry duty at the  Roos-
evelt-Churchill Conference in Cas-
ablanca, Morocco, in January 1943. 

 “On another occasion, Chips, 
sensing danger, broke away from 
his handler to attack a pillbox con-
taining an enemy machine gun 
nest. A bullet pierced his body, but, 
ignoring the pain, he threw himself 
upon the enemy and forced the en-
tire crew to surrender.” 
 “Ultimately,” Barr continued, 
“the  dog school here was moved 
by the Army to the Midwest, 
and many more training centers 
were  established. It is unknown 

how many American lives these 
dogs have saved, but it would run 
into the thousands.” 
 And in his speech, he asked the 
following rhetorical question. 
 “So, how appropriate is it to hold, 
in Front Royal, a memorial cer-
emony to salute our dogs of war?  
 Barr continued. 
 “Today,  just about all dog train-
ing is centralized at Lackland and 
supervised by the air force. 
 “Parenthetically, during the 

Vietnam war, the Linden Club’s 
(Rotary) Michael  Williams’s 
late  dad trained  and handled a 
war dog.  So  it has become per-
sonally important to him to annu-
ally take part in our Memorial Day 
ceremony,” he added.  
 And, at the Front Royal Memo-
rial Day ceremony this year, Rev-
erend Michael Williams again gave 
the prayer for blessing the dogs of 
war and all dogs present  whose 
owners had brought them  to the 
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event.
 Wikipedia  contributes to this 
history as well. 
 “Th e island of Guam, an Ameri-
can territory since 1898, was cap-
tured by Japanese forces on De-
cember 10, 1941, in the fi rst days 
of the U.S. entry into World War 
II. Guam was held by the Japanese 
for two and a half years, until U.S. 
Marines landed to retake the island 
in July 1944.
 “Along with them were the 2nd 
and 3rd War Dog Platoons, used 
as sentries and scouts in over 450 
patrols. Th ey explored the island’s 

cave system, detected land mines 
and booby traps, and guarded 
sleeping Marines.
 “In the most famous incident, a 
Doberman named Kurt, per “Al-
ways Faithful: A Memoir of the 
Marine Dogs of WWI by William 
W. Putney,” saved the lives of 250 
Marines when he warned them of 
a massive Japanese force ahead.
 “Kurt was badly injured in the 
ensuing mortar attack, along with 
his handler, PFC Allen Jacobson, 
who is said to have refused treat-
ment until Kurt had been evacu-
ated. Kurt became the fi rst of the 

war dogs to be killed in action on 
Guam. Of the 60 Marine war dogs 
that landed on Guam, 25 died there 
and 20 more were wounded. 
 Barr concluded, “So, we may ask 
what do the dogs do? Initially, they 
were trained as scouting  dogs. In 
Vietnam,  scout dogs  were so suc-
cessful at  thwarting  the ambush 
tactics of the Vietcong that, ac-
cording  to  authors  Betty Frankel, 
bounties of $20,000 were placed on 
their heads while only half as much 
was promised for their human han-
dlers.
 “In  recent  years, working out-
side the wire in Iraq and Afghani-
stan  military dogs  have become 
the single  greatest advantage  al-
lied  forces  have  against the signa-
ture weapon of the post 9-11 era-
the improvised explosive device, or 
the IED.
 “Try  as they might, with ad-
vanced technology, nothing has 
been more eff ective for the military 
than the dogs sniffi  ng out these le-
thal roadside bombs.
 “So, what is the dog of war? He 
is a furry, but devoted weapon; a 

faithful fi ghter; a guardian who 
keeps watch at night. And let’s not 
forget the handler who, with his 
or her dog, inspires  heroic  feats 
of bravery in combat zones where 
the teams of man and dog  guard 
against trauma, injury and death to 
their fellow warriors.  
 “War dogs, the animals who 
gave their lives, they,  along  with 
the dead of all of our wars, is what 
we  seek  to memorialize in Front 
Royal.
 “After  all, 70  years ago,  insofar 

as the dogs of war are concerned is 
where it all began.”   
 A memorial, established to hon-
or  the  fallen  canine heroes  is  lo-
cated  in  the Airborne  and Special 
Operations Museum in Fayette-
ville, N.C. near Fort Bragg. To see 
photos of SOF dogs in training and 
combat, go  to:  www.  parade.com/
dogsofwar 
 For  more  photos and  histo-
ry,  visit:  https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Dogs_in_warfare

– carol@areaguides.com
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sponsored or promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without notice 
prior to reservation. Expires 6/30/21.

BONUS OFFER

LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of DC in Virginia under registration number VA Class A Lic.
#2705116122, in Maryland under registration number MHIC Lic. #116693, and in DC under registration

number DC Permanent #420219000010.

540-636-2008

HIDDENSPRINGSSENIORLIVING.COM
973 BUCK MOUNTAIN ROAD

BENTONVILLE, VA 22610

ASSISTED LIVING | ADVANCED CARE | MEMORY CARE

I N H O N O R O F T H O S E
W H O H A V E S E L F L E S S L Y
G I V E N A N D V A L I A N T L Y
S E R V E D O U R N A T I O N -

W E T H A N K Y O U

Rocco Christo� 
I am based here in Stephens City and 

o� er many incentives other Realtors do 
not to save buyers and sellers money!

Call me now for your Free 
Home Report and learn the 
bene� ts of working with me!

703-895-7711

10780 Parkridge Blvd, Suite 80
Reston, Virginia 20191

Cell: 703-895-7711
roccochristoff@hotmail.com
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Military Heritage Museum event June 12 from 9-5
 P. M. Fravel, a local historian and curator 
of the American Military Heritage Museum 
located 1.5 miles east of Stephens City, 
Virginia on Fairfax Pike (Rt. 277 east) will 
host a special museum presentation and 
display focusing upon America’s military 
involvement over the years. This event will 
be conducted on Saturday, June 12, 2021 
from 9:00am until 5pm.
 An extensive display of original artifacts 
depicting America’s involvement during 
World War II as well as displays on 
America’s involvement in World War I, 
Korea, and Vietnam will be presented. 
Individual displays include:
• America’s Involvement in World War I 
• The American WW II Home Front 
• The American Infantry Soldier and his Equipment- D-Day, 
the 6th of June 1944 The Local Servicemen’s Involvement 
During WW II 
• The U.S. Army Air Force Flight Gear and Equipment 
• The Battle of the Bulge: the last German Offensive, 
December 1944 
• The Combat Medic 
• The Weaponry and Ordnance of WW II 
• WW II and post-WW II Military Vehicles 
• Korean War 
• Vietnam
 Separate reunions of WW II veterans, Korean 
War and Vietnam era servicemen and women will 
occur starting at 11:00 am. A BBQ luncheon will be 
provided for the veterans at noon. The museum is 
encouraging local veterans to attend, spread the 
word about the event, and share their stories.
 Various military re-enactors and their displays 
will provide “living history” interpretations 
throughout the day on Saturday. 
 Plenty of convenient parking is available and 
there is no entry fee to the event. The entire 
family is encouraged to attend. For further 
information, contact P. M. Fravel at 540-974-
1044 or fravel@clemson.edu

We have a number of boards that 
veterans sign with their name 

and units. One board is dedicated 
just to WW II veterans.

The late Tom 
Strickler of 
Front Royal

Jeep rides for veterans and children.

Plenty of convenient parking is available and there is no 
entry fee to the June 12, 2021 event! The entire family is 

encouraged to attend. For further information, contact P. M. 
Fravel at 540-974-1044 or fravel@clemson.edu

Looking to List or 
Buy? Call Me Today!!

Melanie Hamel
Associate Broker • ABR, GRI, CRB, ePro

540-671-3369
mhamelbroker@gmail.com

www.melaniehamel.com
Licensed in Virginia and West Virginia

824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

All Nation Hobby and 
Model Supply, Inc.

Manager Dan Levy

5279 Main St., Stephens City, VA 22655
540.868.1234 | allnationhms@outlook.com
Open Tuesday through Saturday from 10am to 6pm

We are a full service hobby store

Why buy online, pay shipping fees, and wait for your models and supplies to be delivered 
when you can buy it local?  If we do not have what you are looking for, in most cases we 
are able to get it from one of our distributors who can deliver it within one to two days.  

We have a very large number of models available of Boats and Submarines, Cars, 
Monster kits and fantasy, Planes, Semis & Trailers, Sci-Fi, Star Wars, Star Trek, and 
Space kits, Tanks, Armored vehicles, Military vehicles, and Photo etch parts, Plug 
wire sets, Decals and Diorama figures, Research books and Tools, Hum Brol, Tamiya, 
Testors, Polly-5 brand paints, and model finish supplies including Molotow Chrome. HO, 
N, G scale trains, and train sets, engines, cars, structures and detail parts, Woodland 

Scenic and HO Slot Cars and Tracks. Pine Cars and Models Rockets, Puzzles, etc. 

Georgia Rossiter
Attorney At Law

117 W Boscawen St.  Suite 4  Winchester
Phone (540) 535-2001 • Fax (540) 535-2210

Concentrating in Family Law & Equine Law
Divorce   •   Child Custody   •   Support
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Annual group photo of World War II Veterans

Living History displays

Norm Peryea of Woodstock, VA and his 
family. Norm is a three war veteran; 

WW II, Korea, and Vietnam.

www.thomasfamilydentistry.com
33820 Old Valley Pike (Rt. 11) • Strasburg, VA 22657

All Phases of Dentistry Including:
• Cleanings And Exams • Invisalign

• Orthodontics • Extractions
• Partials And Dentures • Implants

Patient Friendly 
Payment Plans 

Available

Thomas Family Dentistry, PC

Dr. Stephen J. Thomas DDS
Dr. Kenneth J. Thomas DDS

Thomas Family Dentistry, PC

GREAT
LOCATION!
Less than 1 mile 

from I-81

General Dentistry & Orthodontics

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

540-465-3980
HOURS:

Mon. – Thurs. 7am – 5pm
Fri. 7am – 1pm

“Serving the Valley with High-tech 
Dentistry and Old-Fashioned Service”

Douglas Harold, Jr.
Attorney at Law
BANKRUPTCY

DIVORCE

No one wants to file for bankruptcy,  
but when there is no alternative…I can help.  

(Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Only)
Stop Garnishments, Collection Activities and Lawsuits.

Specializing in Uncontested Divorce • Rapid Service - Quick Results

(Under Federal Law we are defined as a Debt Relief Agency. 
We help people file for Bankruptcy Relief under the Bankruptcy Code)

Serving the Northern Shenandoah Valley
Free Initial Telephone Consultation

35 Years Experience
• Reasonable Fees •
douglasharoldjr@yahoo.com

1114 Fairfax Pike, Ste 10
White Post, VA 22663

(540) 869-0040
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Stephen City School Days – the early school years

By Mark Gunderman

 Byron C. Smith’s article, “Where 
is the Grave of Samuel Kercheval? 
And Other Matters Relating to 
the Life of the ‘Herodotus of the 
Valley,’” Winchester-Frederick 
County Historical Society Jour-
nal, (2015), makes known that 
Stephensburg Academy was the 

first formal school in Stephens 
City. The article informs that 
in December 1808, the Virginia 
General Assembly recognized 
Samuel Kercheval along with 
twelve other prominent men from 
the Stephensburg community 
as trustees of the Stephensburg 
Academy. When in September 
1809, and again in December of 

the same year, Kercheval wrote 
as the Secretary and a Trustee of 
the Academy to Thomas Jefferson 
requesting money to support this 
new community school, Jefferson 
politely declined.
 Old Public Schools Report of 
Frederick County, VA, undated, 
compiled by James V. Hutton, Jr., 
cites the following; “prior to the 

establishment of public schools in 
Frederick County in 1870 pursu-
ant to the act of the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly of 1869-1870, there 
were many private, subscription 
and community Old Field schools.”
 As early as 1846 a state law 
passed allowing Virginia counties 
the option of establishing “free” 
schools, however local voters op-
posed them in both 1847 and 
1856. In the pre-war years and 
throughout the nineteenth cen-
tury, many citizens preferred to 
minimize state involvement re-
garding the education of children. 
They believed education for all 
was not a function of government. 
Instead, they maintained such 
training came within the scope of 
the home as a family responsibil-
ity. On the family farm, parents 
needed their children for plant-
ing and harvesting crops, tending 
farm animals and a multitude of 
other survival chores. 
 In Thomas Kemp Cartmell’s 
book, Shenandoah Valley Pio-
neers and their Descendants, 
Chapter XXX, Educational Devel-
opments, published in 1909, Cart-
mell cites “When the Civil War 
closed, the changed conditions of 
the State, with her new Constitu-
tion, provided for a free school 
system through special taxation. 
We may endorse freely the prin-
ciple, though we condemn much 
of the mismanagement, through-
out the State; but in late years the 
subject has received more careful 
attention by our legislators; and 
rapid strides are now being made 
in this laudable work.”
 The James V. Hutton, Jr. docu-
ment cites, ”the first public schools 

placed in operation in 1870—1871 
are not known. It is known that 
by the spring of 1871, the dis-
trict school trustees of Stone-
wall, Gainesboro, Back Creek and 

Students who attended Stephens City Academy private school at Captain Joseph Long Tavern are standing on 
the front steps of this building on Main and Locust Streets in 1899. Unless otherwise noted, photos courtesy of 
Stone House Foundation.

Vaucluse Train Station just south of Stephens City where both Claude and 
Harry Strickler attended school on the second floor in the early 1900s. 
A school house called High View was later built near Vaucluse in 1920. 
Photo courtesy Mark Gunderman.

Bucha Canna
1216 Berryville Ave

I-81 Exit 315 • Next to Subway
Hours Mon-Sat 10-7 • Sunday 11-5

buchacanna.com
(540) 313-4958

Smoothies  and Kombucha on tap!

Organic Acai Bowls

Bubble Tea
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Opequon (Shawnee had not been 
formed yet) established about sev-
en free schools per district.” 
 Most, if not all, were private 
schools converted to public use, 
primarily small one-room build-
ings, built with brick and later 

rusticated concrete block. The 
first three in the Opequon District 
nearest Stephens City were Can-
terburg, built in 1879 on Route 
522 near Nineveh (conveyed by 
James H. Canter and wife), Painter 
Hill, built in 1886 on south side 

of Marlboro Road 2 miles west of 
Stephens City (conveyed by Lem-
uel Painter and wife) and Deer-
field, built in 1888 on Marlboro 
Road, 4 miles west of Stephens 
City (conveyed by Harvey A. Rich-
ard). 
 During this time period, citi-
zens of various communities had 
constructed many of these schools 
without tax monies from general 
county funds. Frequently land had 
been loaned by the owners with 
the understanding that it was to 
be used for educational purposes, 
reverting back to the owners if 
use was discontinued. Back then 
before busses and improved rural 
roads, the schools themselves had 
to be scattered out within walking 
distance of the students’ homes or 
they did not attend school. These 
community-based schools con-
tributed to the small village co-
hesiveness and allowed students 
of farming families to travel to 
school by foot.
 A Rosenwald elementary pub-
lic school for African Americans 
in Stephens City was built on the 
northeast corner of Grove and 
Martin streets in 1921. The school 
was destroyed by arson on De-
cember 26, 1939. African Ameri-
can students then attended class 
at the St. John’s Baptist Church on 
the south end of Main Street until 
a replacement school was built at 
the same site in the early 1940s. 
Students who finished the sev-
enth-grade then attended Doug-
las School in Winchester, built in 
1927, which had upper grades (up 
to 11th grade by 1941) and was the 
only African American higher-
grade school in Frederick County. 
The Douglas school closed after 
Winchester schools were integrat-

ed in 1966. 
 According to the first annual 
Frederick County Public School 
Report, the average monthly 
teacher’s salary in 1871-1872 was 
$27.30. By 1885, the teacher’s sal-

ary had increased to $30.00 per 
month and in 1921 the monthly 
salary was $55.00. 
 An 1874 First Grade Teaching 

Captain Joseph Long Tavern on right and McArtor store on left about 
1880.

Stephens City Academy brochure for 1897-1898 school year.

See HISTORY, 16

MATTERS
WHAT

WHATMATTERSW2.COMBETH
ASSOCIATE BROKER

Congrats to the Class of 2021 and the recipients of my annual scholarships:
Jackson Pond & Cecilia Reyes, WCHS

Nathan Thomas & Laura Brown, Skyline High

540-671-6145  •  beth@whatmattersw2.com

Learn more about WHAT MATTERS Partners at www.whatmattersw2.com

88 Long Winding Rd.
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-671-6145

8100 Ashton Ave #103
Manassas, VA 20109

703-330-2222

Come join us June 20th Come join us June 20th 
for ourfor our

Father's Day Steak Cookout!Father's Day Steak Cookout!

June 20th

Special:  New York Strip Special:  New York Strip 
Steak, Baked Potato, Salad, Steak, Baked Potato, Salad, 
rolls and one Beer ~ $24.99rolls and one Beer ~ $24.99

12 til 7pm.12 til 7pm.

150 Ridgemont Rd • Middletown VA • 540-869-8482
www.backroombeweryva.com

Backroom Brewery
Reservations recommended.Reservations recommended.
Regular menu also available.Regular menu also available.

GREG LYNCH
YOUR HOME LOAN ADVISOR

GREG LYNCH
greg@cbmmortgage.com

912 Hometown Way
Front Royal, VA 22630

540.305.9838
540.686.1859

CELL:
OFFICE:

NMLS ID #1698169
CBM Mortgage, Inc. NMLS ID #282839 

(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org)
www.GREG.cbmmortgage.com

“Contact Me!”
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ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
 This week’s agenda is a clean slate, 
Aries, and that gives you plenty of 
time to rest and recharge. Spend a few 
moments each day to think only about 
yourself.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
 The nature of a relationship with a 
close partner may get a bit confusing 
this week, Taurus. Do not react quick-
ly to a situation without processing 
your thoughts first. 
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
 Gemini, focusing on spiritual things 
this week can help you get your pri-
orities in order. It also may help you 
to slow down and smell the roses for a 
change.
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
 Your success and receptive attitude 
may make people skeptical of your 
purpose, Cancer. Some may even feel 
jealous. Continue to forge ahead with 
your plans.
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
 Sometimes it is difficult to make up 
your mind, Leo. However, this week 
you will be at peace with all of your 
decisions and will not second-guess 
them at all.
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
 Virgo, if you are feeling a little un-
certain about things at the moment, 
you may just need a new perspective. 
Run some ideas by someone you can 
trust.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
 Libra, you will be confronted with 
a big decision this week. You should 
take the time to think about it and 
maybe mull over a few opinions from 
trusted friends. 
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
 Scorpio, you may need to feel free 
of some burdens before you can focus 
on the best version of yourself. There 
are some obstacles arriving that stand 
in the way, but they can be resolved.
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
 Sagittarius, share your vision of life 
with others who have similar goals. 
The camaraderie that results will help 
you to make a list of your collective 
priorities.
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
 Life has taken a few twists and turns 
over the past few days, Capricorn. 
Luckily you have been able to go with 
the flow and change your plans on the 
fly.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
 Aquarius, another peaceful and 
stress-free week is on the horizon. 
Even though things may not be taxing, 
take a day off if you can spare it and 
spend it having fun. 
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
 Pisces, before you can reach the 
summit, you have to cover a lot of 
ground and may stumble backwards a 
few times. Dig in your heels.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
JUNE 6
 Hyuna, Singer (29)
JUNE 7
 Allen Iverson, Athlete (46)
JUNE 8
 Kanye West, Rapper (44)
JUNE 9
 Natalie Portman, Actress (40)
JUNE 10
 Faith Evans, Singer (48)
JUNE 11
 Claire Holt, Actress (33)
JUNE 12
 Adriana Lima, Model (40)

Certificate for the Commonwealth 
of Virginia required proven ability 
in the subjects of spelling, read-
ing, writing, arithmetic, gramma 
and geography. The teacher would 
need to furnish satisfactory evi-
dence of professional ability, zeal, 
experience and good morals and 
general fitness.
 Byron C. Smith, Executive Di-
rector & Curator for the Newtown 
History Center, provided insight 
about local oral tradition. Tradi-
tion maintains there was a time in 
the late 1800s, through 1920 when 
children attended school build-
ings that served more than just 
students and teachers. In the rural 

Opequon School District which 
included Stephens City, churches 
and even private homes doubled 
as classrooms. One of the earlier 
buildings leased by the Stephens 
City Academy, was a brick house 
that once resided where the Meth-
odist Church now stands on Main 
and Locust Streets. Known in the 
period as the old Captain Joseph 
Long Tavern, it was a brick Feder-
al-style house built and licensed as 
a tavern in 1835. Like many hotel 
buildings at the time, it was used 
by local militia and magistrates 
and by town trustees for frequent-
ly scheduled meetings. 
 “The Joseph Long Tavern served 
as a private school from approxi-

mately the 1870s until 1913,” 
Smith said. This building was de-
molished to make way for the cur-
rent Methodist Church which was 
completed in 1915. “Oral tradition 
also maintains that in the time 
between the demolition of the 
old Joseph Long Tavern School 
building in 1913 (to make way for 
the Methodist Church) and the 
opening of the Stephens City el-
ementary/high school (5516 Main 
Street), students were spread out 
around town in different houses 
and buildings that leased space for 
classrooms,” Smith said. 
 One of them was at 5381 Main 
Street (Thornton McLeod wain-
wright building) where the up-

stairs room on the brick side of 
that house (warehouse space) was 
used as a classroom. Smith con-
tinues with local lore. “At one time 
there was an exterior stairway 
that ran up the south gable of the 
brick side of that house. At the top 
of that stairway was a door that 
opened into that room on the sec-
ond floor. Today there are louvered 
shutters covering that doorway on 
the outside. This is the one known 
occurrence for buildings used as 
classroom space between 1913 
and 1916. There could be others 
but we do not have any written 
or oral traditions about them.” It 
would not surprise Smith if the 
churches here in town served as 
temporary classroom space dur-
ing that transition period between 
the demolition of the Long Tavern 
and the opening of the Stephens 
City School.
 At Vaucluse just a few miles 
south of Stephens City, a second-
floor room of the train station 
functioned as a public-school 
classroom (approximately 1900 
through 1920) for children of that 
neighborhood. Smith recalls a 
Sessions Oak Cased Drop Octa-
gon “Schoolhouse” clock which 
was donated by a former Stone 
House Foundation board member, 
David Powers. Powers received 
the clock from the Claude Strick-
ler estate. Powers informed Smith 
that both Claude and his bother 
Harry Strickler attended school 
on the second floor of that railroad 
station. Claude and Harry spent 
many afternoons watching and 
anxiously waiting for that clock 
to signal the end of the school 
day. Claude became a collector of 
railroad antiques and rescued the 
clock from the Vaucluse Station 
before it closed.
 Compulsory school attendance 
laws were first passed in Massa-
chusetts in 1852 and invariably 
spread to other sections of the 
country. Virginia passed its first 
compulsory school attendance 
laws in 1908. The first high school 
in Stephens City was built in 1916, 
however, children had to acquire 
their own transportation in order 
to attend. Since Frederick County 
was an agricultural area, many 
children completed their educa-
tion, received their certificates at 
the end of 7th grade and went to 
work on the family farm.
 During the early 20th century, 
the school was in session just 
seven months a year. Even so, 
attendance remained a serious 
problem; parent cooperation, in-
tegral to getting children to attend 
school, was less than robust. The 
state responded to the problem in 
1922, when the General Assem-

HISTORY, from 15

With 3 FREE rounds, discounted rates, range discounts and other 
great benefits will help you play more golf while paying less.

Join the club for $99 and receive the following benefits:

With 3 FREE rounds, discounted rates, range discounts and other 
great benefits will help you play more golf while paying less.

Join the club for $99 and receive the following benefits:

 Receive a point for every dollar you spend. Points
 can be redeemed for free golf or the driving range.
 3 Free 18 Hole Rounds of Golf with Cart
• 50% off Range Balls
• Preferred Tournament Rates
• 1 Guest Pass at Eagle Club Rate
• 10% off In-stock / Non-Sale Merchandise
 Winter Weekday Special January / February
 (Players Fee of $15 Includes Cart)
• Offer good for a limited time.

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

Join the club for $129 and receive the following benefi ts:

Bowling Green Country Club
838 Bowling Green Rd. Front Royal
bowlinggreencountryclub.net

540-635-2024
info@bowlinggreencc.com

$20 Anytime
Monday–Friday

$25 Anytime
Weekends & Holidays

TWO
Beautiful 
Courses!

Tired of 
Paying High 
Green Fees?
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bly enacted legislation requiring 
student attendance and providing 
for the distribution of textbooks. 
Although mandatory attendance 
in Frederick County schools was 
not initially imposed, by the 1920s 
the idea of sending one’s child to 
school rather than to work not 
only was legislated and imple-
mented but also was promoted 
and voluntarily accepted by in-

creasing numbers in society. 
Th e Later School Years
 Kim Begnaud, a resident of 
Middletown explains how her 
families attending Frederick 
County Schools refl ect their grad-
ual evolution through the years. 
Her grandmother Mildred Lut-
trell Christian grew up in Shock-
eysville, Virginia and attended 
the Salem School (built in 1889) 

near Timber Ridge. Th e build-
ing closed in the 1930s. Her dad 
Jerry Christian was raised up on 
Cedar Creek Grade and attended 
Mt. Airy School until it closed in 
1950, then fi nished up at Stephens 
City School. Kim lived on Perry 
Road and attended Stephens City 
Elementary until it closed in 1975, 
then moved on to Bass-Hoover El-
ementary, then Aylor Middle and 

James Wood High (both Amherst 
and Ridge Campuses), graduating 
in 1983. Th ese days Stephens City 

students attend Sherando High 
School, opened in 1993.

– gunderman2001@aol.com

Shenandoah Senior Living
103 Lee Burke Road

Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-7923

Open for Virtual Tours at any time!
Contact the Community to schedule your tour.

We are still accepting residents and are providing the perfect option to keep your loved 
one safe during this unprecedented time. Quality healthcare for your loved one at a 
price you can afford.

Please check us out on Facebook or on our website at:  shenandoahsl.com

FIRE PIT FRIDAYS
Enjoy a 9 Hole Golf Game with Prizes then stay and relax with LIVE 

MUSIC by these great musicians & The Fire Pit, Bar & Food
Open to the Public • Bring your own chair or blanket

(no cover charge, no outside food or drinks)

6pm - 9pm

134 Golf Club Circle, Front Royal, VA  •  540-636-4653

Robbie Limon
June 4, Aug 6, 
Sept 3, Oct 29

Enjoy a 9 Hole Golf Game with 
Prizes!

Bryan Stuzman
Sept 10, Oct 8

Dan Barry
July 9, Oct 15

Rich Follett
July 16, Sept 17

Amanda 
Wilkens
July 30

Brian Nichols
Aug 20

Brian 
Sauerwald

June 18

Ryan Jewel
June 25, July 23, 

Aug 27
Sep 24, Oct 22

Scott Kurt
June 11

Shenandoah Valley Golf ClubShenandoah Valley Golf Club

BUILDING, REMODELING 
& HANDYMAN SERVICEBS

Replacement Windows • Siding Decks 
& Porches • Roof Repair Additions 

Finished Basements • Fine Carpentry • Ceramic 
Tile Interior & Exterior Painting • Floor Covering 

 Tree & Yard Work • Power Washing

Call Buck
(540) 551-2673
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 There’s no denying the appeal of dairy in 
home cooking. Dairy helps make foods silky, 
creamy and more satisfying. Cheeses in par-
ticular can make meals more rich and more 
flavorful, so much so that they can be truly ad-
dictive. 
 Layering cheesy goodness can set any meal 
apart. That’s just what happens with “Cheesy 
Chicken Tortellini Bake” from “The Pampered 
Chef® Stoneware Inspirations” (The Pampered 
Chef® Ltd.) by The Pampered Chef® Test Kitch-
ens. Freshly cooked chicken and homemade 
tortellini can be used for this comforting cas-
serole, but cubed, pre-cooked chicken and re-
frigerated tortellini also works.

Cheesy Chicken Tortellini Bake
Serves 6

Pasta mixture
1⁄2 cup chopped onion
1 teaspoon olive oil
1 garlic clove, pressed
1 jar (16 ounces) white Alfredo pasta sauce
2 packages (9 ounces each) refrigerated 
 cheese-filled regular or spinach tortellini
11⁄2 cups cubed cooked chicken
1 cup milk
1 cup water
1 cup frozen peas
1⁄4 teaspoon ground black pepper
2 tablespoons snipped fresh basil leaves or 
1 teaspoon dried basil leaves

Crumb topping
1 ounce grated fresh Parmesan cheese
2 tablespoons butter or margarine, melted
1 cup fresh bread crumbs

 Preheat oven to 400 F. For pasta mixture, 
chop onion. In a 4-quart casserole, heat oil 
over medium-high heat; add onion and gar-
lic pressed with a garlic press. Cook and stir 
2 to 3 minutes or until onion is tender. Stir in 
pasta sauce, tortellini, chicken, milk, water, 
peas, and black pepper. Heat until mixture just 
comes to a boil; remove from heat. Stir basil 
into pasta mixture.
 Meanwhile, for crumb topping, grate Par-
mesan cheese. Place butter in a small micro-
wave-safe dish, microwave on high 30-45 sec-
onds or until melted. Stir in bread crumbs and 
cheese; mix well.
 Spoon pasta mixture into a baking dish; 
sprinkle with crumb topping. Bake 15-20 min-
utes or until edges are bubbly and topping is 
golden brown.
Tip: Alfredo sauce in a jar can be found in the 
pasta sauce section of the supermarket. Do 
not substitute refrigerated Alfredo sauce; it 
may separate and curdle during baking.

Dive into dairy with cheesy dinner creation

 Friday, June 4, 2021: Scattered 
showers and thunderstorms before 
2pm, then showers likely and pos-
sibly a thunderstorm between 2pm 
and 4pm, then scattered showers and 
thunderstorms after 4pm. Cloudy, 
then gradually becoming mostly sun-
ny, with a high near 80. West wind 5 
to 7 mph. Chance of precipitation 
is 60%. New rainfall amounts of less 
than a tenth of an inch, except higher 
amounts possible in thunderstorms.
 Friday Night: Scattered showers, 
mainly before 7pm. Mostly clear, with 
a low around 59. Light west wind. 
Chance of precipitation is 30%.
 Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 
88. Light west wind.
 Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with 
a low around 62.
 Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 92.
 Sunday Night: Mostly clear, with a 
low around 66.
 Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 92.
 Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with 
a low around 68.
 Tuesday: A chance of showers and 
thunderstorms. Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 91. Chance of precipitation 
is 40%.
 Tuesday Night: A chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, 

with a low around 67. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 30%.
 Wednesday: A chance of showers 
and thunderstorms. Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 89. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 40%.
 Wednesday Night: A chance of 
showers and thunderstorms. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 66. Chance 
of precipitation is 30%.
 Thursday: A chance of showers and 
thunderstorms. Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 88.

Ask Stewart

Hi Stewart,
 What impact will the Cicadas have 
on our trees?

– Shawn

 Joan Newman of the Northern 
Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener 
Association said that adult female ci-
cadas from Brood X (known as The 
Great Eastern Brood), which covers 
16 states in the eastern United States, 
will begin laying eggs about two weeks 
after they emerge and are active for 
approximately six weeks. The female 
cicada lays eggs in slits she has cut in 
thin branches, typically pencil width, 
during a process called oviposition. 

The eggs hatch after six to 10 weeks. 
The nymphs leave the twigs and drop 
to the soil restarting the entire 17-year 
cycle. The egg implantation causes the 
branch to split and wither, known as 
“flagging,” which causes the leaves to 
turn brown and die. On larger, mature 
trees and shrubs this process is un-
sightly, but usually not harmful to the 
tree. Since cicadas can emerge in over-
whelming numbers, as many as 1.5 
million an acre, young trees and small 
trees are vulnerable. To avoid damage 
to a young tree you may want to de-
lay planting until later in 2022. If you 
decide to plant there are several things 
that you can try on small ornamental 
trees, shrubs and fruit trees: 
• Cover them with netting of ¼ inch 
mesh or less, or with very lightweight 
fabric row cover. This will only work 
for small plants since the netting/fab-
ric will need to be secured around the 
trunk to keep the cicadas out. Inspect 
any netting regularly since birds and 
other creatures can get caught. 
• Bands of duct tape with the sticky 

side out or sticky adhesive on burlap 
strips can be wrapped around the 
base of a tree trunk to trap emerg-
ing nymphs as they crawl up the tree 
and the nymphs can be removed each 
morning. 
• On young fruit trees postpone win-
ter pruning until summer and then 
prune and remove damaged limbs. 
If this is done after the eggs are laid, 
but before the nymphs drop to the 
ground, it will also help reduce the 
number of nymphs feeding on the tree 
roots. 
• Damage in mature vineyards is usu-
ally limited to the ends of the vines and 
can be pruned off. Female cicadas will 
sometimes lay eggs in the trunks of 
young vines and for that reason young 
trunks should be protected using a 
physical covering such as aluminum 
foil. If you have an ornamental pond, 
consider covering it with screening or 
mesh to avoid an accumulation of de-
composing cicadas in the water. There 
are no effective biological controls for 
cicadas. While birds, parasitic wasps, 

predatory mites, and various mam-
mals will feed on the nymphs, eggs and 
adults, all of these together are insuf-
ficient to control the vast quantities of 
emerging cicadas. Typically, the dam-
age caused by these insects does not 
warrant chemical control by home-
owners. Sprays will often cause worse 
problems by affecting other beneficial 
insects. 
 Thanks to Joan for that great infor-
mation.
 Your Pal in the Trees,

– Stewart
 The Front Royal/Warren County 
Tree Steward program began in 1997 
with volunteers dedicated to improv-
ing the health of trees by providing 
educational programs, tree planting 
and care demonstrations, and tree 
maintenance throughout the commu-
nity. The group now consists of over 30 
active members with several interns 
working toward becoming certified tree 
stewards from our annual “All About 
Trees Class”. Each month Stewart will 
answer a question from our readers. 



Early June, 2021  •  Warren/Frederick County Report  •  Page 19

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Most courageous
 8. Insurance giant
13. Small trace left behind
14. In a way, signals
15. The same letter or sound at the be-
ginning
19. The Great Lakes State
20. Engage in a contest
21. Drinks served to celebrate a birth 
(Spanish)
22. Manpower
23. Undivided
24. Strong, magnetic metal
25. People of Tanzania
26. Sorts
30. Cop car accessory
31. Trade
32. Sullen and ill-tempered
33. Distinctive practices
34. Motor vehicles
35. Electrodes
38. Polish river
39. Human feet
40. Make very hot
44. Toppin and Kenobi are two
45. Blackbird
46. One point west of due south
47. Large beer
48. Third stomachs
49. Rare Korean family name
50. Hectoliter
51. Aquatic invertebrate
55. Where we live
57. Poked holes in
58. Partner to ways
59. __ Ann

CLUES DOWN
 1. Expressions of approval
 2. Replace the interior of
 3. Not awake
 4. Roman numeral 7
 5. Sun up in New York
 6. Institute legal proceedings against
 7. Bugs homeowners don’t want
 8. Maltese-Italian composer
 9. Very long period of time
10. Touchdown
11. Agents of downfall
12. Complacently or inanely foolish
16. Argentina capital Buenos __
17. County in New Mexico
18. An electrically charged atom
22. New Zealand conifer
25. Type of brandy
27. Comments to the audience
28. Tears down
29. Gifts for the poor
30. More painful
32. Good friend
34. Lying in the same plane
35. Line in a polygon
36. Clouds of gas and dust
37. Norse god
38. Health care pro
40. Close tightly
41. One’s holdings
42. Became less intense
43. Wilco frontman
45. Woman (French)
48. Expresses delight
51. TV channel (abbr.)
52. Beverage
53. Unit of work or energy
54. Cleaning accessory
56. Dorm worker

ROYAL PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER
540.636.3400

485 SOUTH ST. 
FRONT ROYAL, VA 22630

FITNESSEVOLUTION.COM/FRONT-ROYAL-VA/

Summer Membership Special:

3 MONTHS FOR $135
•  Free Tanning      •  Free Massage

See store for complete details and restrictions.

HAVE A STRONG 

Summer Membership Special:

3 MONTHS FOR $135

HAVE A STRONG 
SUMMER.

Please forward it to “Stewart” in care 
of: 

frwctreestewards@comcast.net
and we may publish it in a future issue. 
Please visit our website at:

www.treesfrontroyal.org

Hope Arising Festival June 12-13

 Th e ‘Hope Arising Festival’, June 

12th & 13th near the Bing Crosby Sta-
dium, is a free event where faith and 
community come together. Th e fes-
tival will feature music that inspires, 
various family activities, free hot dogs, 
and most of all, community resource 
organizations and churches united to 
bring hope and healing to the commu-
nity while creating a benefi cial ripple 
eff ect on the surrounding communi-
ties. 
 Our purpose is to bring awareness 
to the community of the local pro-
grams and services available to fami-

See BRIEFS, 20
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lies including, but not limited to, food 
insecurity, loss of income, homeless-
ness, domestic violence, and addic-
tion. The mobilization of organiza-
tions to support those in need during 
these troubling times is essential to 
our recovery as individuals, families, 
and community.

Volunteers Needed for Fun with 
Horses Day Camp

 Blue Ridge Center for Therapeutic 
Horsemanship is in need of Volunteer 

Staff for our Fun with Horses, Adap-
tive Recreational Day Camp scheduled 
for week of June 28th. Mornings from 
8:30 to 12:30 (two shifts possible). 
Horse experience not necessary for 
some activities, such as art. Minimum 
age is 14. Located at Almeda Farm in 
Boyce, VA. Orientation is on Weds, 
June 16th at 6:00 pm. Training ses-
sions will be scheduled the following 
week for those helping with equine-
assisted activities. Contact BRCTH at 
540-533-2777 or at brcthinc@hotmail.
com to register or for more informa-
tion. 

Belle Grove Plantation Tours

 Starting Tuesday, June 1, Belle 
Grove Plantation resumed offering 

Manor House tours daily. The prop-
erty, including the Beverley B. Shoe-
maker Welcome Center (containing 
the Museum Shop and exhibits) is 
open Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
and Sunday 1-5 p.m. Manor Hour 
tours are offered hourly and begin at 
:15 past the hour. Each tour is limited 
to ten guests and admission is sold on 
a first-come, first-served basis. Guests 
who are not fully vaccinated are re-
quired to wear a mask on the property. 
 This summer, Belle Grove is par-
ticipating in the Blue Star Museum 
program, an initiative of the National 
Endowment for the Arts, Blue Star 
Families, and the Department of De-
fense. The program provides free 
admission to currently serving U.S. 
military personnel and their families 
from May 15-September 6, 2021. Belle 
Grove is partnering with the Museum 
of the Shenandoah Valley (also a Blue 
Star Museum) to honor U.S. Navy 
master diver Carl Brashear in a free 

online program on Tuesday, June 22 at 
7 p.m. The guest speaker will be Chief 
Warrant Officer 5 Phillip Brashear, 
who will discuss his father’s journey 
to become the first African American 
to graduate from the Diving & Sal-
vage School and to become a master 
diver. The major motion picture Men 
of Honor was based on Carl Brashear’s 
life. Registration is at bellegrove.org/
calendar/brashear. 
 Belle Grove will host many of its 
popular events this summer and fall. 
On Saturday, June 5, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. is 
GardenFest. Organized by the North-
ern Shenandoah Valley Master Gar-
deners Association, it will feature a 
plant sale, garden related vendors, 
rummage sale, expert gardening in-
formation, and activities for children. 
This is a free event and Belle Grove 
Manor House tours will be discounted 
to $5 for those 12-years and older that 
day.
 Bluegrass in the Barn with Five of 

100 Elizabeth Drive
Stephens City
540.869.9555

600 Commerce Avenue
Front Royal
540.636.3315

1830 Valley Avenue
Winchester

540.667.6777

1001 South Main Street
Woodstock

540.459.2105

33230 Old Valley Pike
Strasburg

540.465.9292

1. Limited tlme offer. BONUS: To earn the $200 direct deposit bonus, you must establish a qualifi ed recurring direct deposit of $200 or more into the account. 
The bonus will be deposited Into the new account 91 days after account opening if a payroll, pension, Social Security or similar payment has been electronically 
deposited Into the account within 90 days of account opening. Limitations: The bonus cannot be used as the opening deposit. Offer not available to existing 
checking account customers, those with fi duciary accounts or those whose account has been closed. Limit 1 bonus per household. Bonus may be reported on 
1099. $25 minimum deposit required to open account. 2. Your third party provider may charge for message and data plans.

 Dominion Ridge Academy, for-
merly Front Royal Christian School, 
is proud to announce that it cel-
ebrated its tenth graduating class 
Saturday, May 22, 2021. We join in 
celebrating the Class of 2021 gradu-
ates’ accomplishments and wish 
them well in their future endeavors. 
 Mason Hill received the DRA Ser-
vice Award for more than 1400 com-
munity service hours, mostly within 
the Front Royal/Warren County 

area. Hill was also the recipient of 
the DRA Superintendent’s Award, 
being recognized for his character, 
service, and dedication. Sky Hern-
don received the Dual Enrollment 
Award for completing more than 
20 credit hours in college classes. 
Abigail Richardson received the 
Staff-Parent Association Scholar-
ship (SPA). Recognition for all four 
recognitions came with a monetary 
award as well.

Dominion Ridge Academy graduates 
Class of 2021

From left: Keiley Brynn Tierney plans to attend Franciscan University. 
Jonathan Isaiah Derflinger plans to attend University of Mary Washing-
ton. Alexandra Marie Elizabeth Sauer graduated Summa Cum Laude 
and served as Valedictorian. Sauer plans to attend Franciscan Uni-
versity. Mason Eli Hill plans to attend Universal Technical Institute. 
Morgan Sky Herndon graduated Summa Cum Laude with an Advanced 
Studies Diploma. She served as the 2021 Class President, and plans 
to attend NASCAR Technical Institute. Abigail Marie Richardson gradu-
ated Summa Cum Laude and served as Salutatorian. Richardson plans 
to attend Valley Forge Christian College.

Well maintained 3-BR, 1-BA home 
in  Thunderbird Farms.  6.65 acres 
with approx. 1 acre of private front 
yard. Minutes from town, River Access, 
Shenandoah National Park, Shopping 
and Restaurants. Detached garage w/
space for workshop/storage or crafting needs. Kitchen upgrades, crown molding through-out, lovely 
screened in back porch. 2 Bay Pole Barn and attached run in shed.  Loving care was taken by the 
home owner when they Hand built the stone wall in the driveway to add to the charm of the home and 
makes for a great spot for that added garden area.

Weichert Realtors
824 John Marshall Highway
Front Royal, VA 22630

Lovely Ranch in 
Warren County

Kathy McLendon, Realtor
cell 540-622-7698
  kathymclendon2016@gmail.com
VA License #0225227296

$348,900
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a Kind Bluegrass Band will be held at 
Belle Grove on Saturday, July 10, 5-8 
p.m. Tickets are $30 and are on sale 
now at www.bellegrove.org and in the 
Museum Shop. It includes compli-
mentary beer, wine, and non-alcoholic 
beverages and snacks. Shaffer’s BBQ 

food truck will have food for sale.
 The Belle Grove Wine Fest (plus!) 
is scheduled for Saturday, August 28, 
11 a.m.-6 p.m. The “plus!” refers to an 
expanded number of area wineries, 
cideries, meaderies, distilleries, and 
breweries that will be included this 

year. Gingerfunk Allstars and the Eliz-
abeth Lawrence Band will provide live 
music all day. Belle Grove is actively 
seeking vendors for this event and for 
more information contact info@belle-
grove.org
 Belle Grove will again be the site 
of the U.S. Border Collie Handlers 
National Sheepdog Finals Tuesday, 
October 5-Sunday, October 10, 2021. 
The top-ranking sheep dogs and their 
handlers will qualify for this event that 
will crown the North American cham-
pion. Tickets are on sale now at www.
bellegrove.org and in the Museum 
Shop.

 Stephens City UM Church is hold-
ing Bible school June 27 through July 1 
from 6 pm to 8:15. Join us for stories, 
singing, crafts, science, games and 
snacks. Children ages 4 - 12 may regis-
ter for this AMAZING event!!! Please 

go to the church website to register or 
register in person on the first night. 
Ice cream party at 8:00 on July 1.
 Contact Jacquetta Owen jac-
quettaowen@gmail.com for more in-
formation.

REC members fund local orgs

 Due to the generosity of over 27,000 
Rappahannock Electric Cooperative 
(REC) member-owners, 14 local or-
ganizations were recently awarded 

grants totaling more than $72,600. 
These awards were made possible be-
cause of the donations made to The 
Power of Change, REC’s member-
funded charitable program.
 Through The Power of Change, REC 
member-owners can either round up 
their bill to the next whole dollar, 
make a one-time donation or give a set 
monthly amount. Those donations are 
then awarded twice each year to non-
profits and charitable organizations 

540-635-7064

Got the Got the 
Computer Computer 

Blues?Blues?

We can help We can help 
with that!with that!

www.facebook.com/royaloakcomputers
www.royaloakcomputers.com

203 E. Main St.
Front Royal, Va.

See BRIEFS, 22

Tony’s Tires

Convenient Location Across 7th St. Next to Ramsey's
11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal • 540-551-0922

NEW Expanded Services!!
• New Brand Name Tires
• Steering & Suspension Components
• Mounting & Balancing
• Custom Wheels

• Oil Changes
• Brake Jobs
• Flat Repairs
• Great Prices!

TonysTiresFrontRoyal.com
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throughout the communities REC 
serves.
 Recipients of The Power of Change 
spring 2021 funding awards include:
 Faithworks, Inc., Winchester, re-
ceived $5,000 to provide vouchers 
to support 25 families as they transi-
tion from homelessness to permanent 
housing. 
 Literacy Volunteers – Winchester 
Area, Frederick County, received 
$7,100 to purchase student textbooks, 
workbooks, teach books and to pro-
vide access to digital content. 
 Northern Virginia 4-H Education 
& Conference Center, Front Royal, 
received $14,870 to purchase digital 
walkie-talkies to help cover 229 acres 
and to modify the emissions designa-
tor on the Center’s FCC license from 
analog to digital. 
 “A member’s donation may only be a 
few cents each month, but those dona-
tions add up quickly and can make a 
huge difference for local organizations 
aimed at helping our communities,” 
said Casey Hollins, managing direc-
tor of Communications and Public 
Relations. “Enrolling in The Power of 
Change only takes a few minutes, and 
the impact on others can last a life-
time.”
 REC members who would like to 
help make a difference in their com-
munities can learn more at myrec.
coop/power-change. Donations can 
be a set monthly amount, a one-time 
donation or members can have their 
bill rounded up to the next whole dol-
lar.
 Nonprofits looking for funding can 
submit an application for The Power 
of Change by 5 p.m. on August 10 for 
the fall 2021 round of awards. Applica-
tions can be found on REC’s website at 
myrec.coop/power-change.

Winchester Police announces the 
addition of a therapy canine

 The Winchester Police Depart-
ment (WPD) is pleased to announce 
the addition of a therapy canine to its 
Special Victims program thanks to a 
gracious donation received through 
the Frederick County/Winchester Law 

Enforcement Foundation. The idea for 
a therapy canine was as a result of a 
particularly difficult day Special Vic-
tims Detective Mala Bansal had with 
a child victim. On that same day, the 
Criminal Investigations Division re-
ceived a visit from WPD K-9 Raff, and 
the mood in the office was immediate-
ly transformed. Deputy Chief Amanda 
Behan led the efforts for the proposal 
and its justification, which was strong-
ly supported by Chief John Piper and 
City Manager Dan Hoffman. 
 In 2020, the WPD received over 
200 referrals of allegations of child 
neglect and abuse, with 40 of them be-
ing founded complaints of child abuse, 
neglect, sexual assault, and contribut-

ing investigations. For these victims, 
a therapy canine has the ability to 
provide interaction that will reduce 
anxiety, increase communication ef-
forts between the child and police, and 
provide comfort during times of crisis. 
The program will expand into com-
munity outreach events, be deployed 
to comfort individuals or groups 
that have been impacted by violence 
or traumatic events, and to support 
WPD personnel during times of crisis. 
 On June 8, 2021, Blackjax Labra-
dors, a local breeder, will turn over an 
eight week old male yellow Labrador 
to WPD Detective Bansal. He will un-
dergo initial behavioral training and 
then more intensive training at six 
months through Creature Comfort 
Inn in Strasburg, Virginia. The WPD 
will use social media to help finalize 
his name.

Samuels Public Library Youth 
Programming June 15-30

 These are the events being presented 
by the Youth Services Department at 
Samuels Public Library from June 15-
30. Most events can be viewed from the 
Samuels Library Facebook page or You-
Tube channel. More information about 
Samuels Library and the programs and 
services available can be found at www.
samuelslibrary.net or by calling (540) 
635-3153.
 Tuesday, June 15 –
 4:30 Virtual Science Scouts. Explore 
the mysteries of the world through sci-
ence! This week we will learn about the 

tilt of the earth and how it causes the 
seasons. Request a S.T.E.M. kit from 
the Children’s desk after watching this 
program. This program is intended for 
ages 6-11. Watch on the Samuels Li-
brary Facebook Page or YouTube Chan-
nel.
 7:00 Goodnight, Sweetheart! Virtual 
Pajama Story Time. It’s time for bed! 
Join Miss Pattie for some sweet bed-
time stories. Watch on the Samuels Li-
brary Facebook Page or YouTube Chan-
nel.
 Wednesday, June 16 –
 1:00 Virtual Storytime. Miss Pattie 
will read beautiful stories this week, for 
our In the Garden theme. Watch on the 
Samuels Library Facebook Page or You-
Tube Channel.
 Thursday, June 17 –
 11:00 Garden Story Time. Join us in 
our beautiful Children’s Garden for sto-
ry time!  Miss Pattie will read beautiful 
stories this week, for our In the Garden 
theme. Registration is suggested. In the 

*Requires a 36-month monitoring contract. Minimum purchase of $599 and upgrade required.
Early term. and installation fees apply. For full terms and pricing see reverse.

FREE*
$200 value

ADT HD Outdoor Camera
installed free

FREE*
$200 value

ADT Video Doorbell
Camera installed free

FREE
*

2 cameras 
installed

Seeing is believing.
Get 2 security cameras installed FREE*.
ADT’s 24/7 monitoring plus top of the line security cameras help ensure your loved
ones are safe  –  whether you’re out and about or in the next room.

*ADT Video Doorbell AND Outdoor Camera Professionally Installed Free: Requires 36-month monitoring contract starting at $56.99/mo. with QSP (24-month monitoring 
contract in California, total fees from $1,367.76), and enrollment in ADT EasyPay. O� er includes installation of one (1) video doorbell camera AND one (1) outdoor camera 
with minimum purchase price of $599 after promo is applied depending on geographic location. Applicable taxes extra. Upon early termination by Customer, ADT may 
charge 75% of the monthly service charges due for the balance of the initial contract term. Quality Service Plan (QSP) is ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. Service and 
installation charges vary depending on system con� guration, equipment, and services selected. Expires 7/15/2021.
General: Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm veri� cation. System remains property of ADT. Local permit fees 
may be required. Prices and o� ers subject to change and may vary by market. Additional taxes and fees may apply. Satisfactory credit required. A security deposit may 
be required. Simulated screen images and photos are for illustrative purposes only. 
©2021 ADT LLC dba ADT Security Services. All rights reserved. ADT, the ADT logo, 800.ADT.ASAP and the product/service names listed in this document are marks and/
or registered marks. Unauthorized use is strictly prohibited. Third-party marks are the property of their respective owners. License information available at www.ADT.
com/legal or by calling 800.ADT.ASAP. CA ACO7155, 974443, PPO120288; FL EF0001121; LA F1639, F1640, F1643, F1654, F1655; MA 172C; NC Licensed by the Alarm Systems 
Licensing Board of the State of North Carolina, 7535P2, 7561P2, 7562P10, 7563P7, 7565P1, 7566P9, 7564P4; NY 12000305615; PA 09079, MS 15019511. DF-CD-NP-Q221

Call today to speak with 
a home security expert
1-833-486-0376 • O� er expires: 7/15/2021

to schedule your FREE in-home consultation
CALL BY JUNE 30

BOGO 
40% OFF

Call for details

855-843-5174

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-844-852-6401
or visit dental50plus.com/14

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product not available in all 
states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for 
similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK;  
TN: P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL Insurance
Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. It helps cover over 350 
procedures — from cleanings and fillings to crowns 
and dentures.

• See any dentist you want,  
 but save more with one in our network
• No deductible, no annual maximum
• Immediate coverage for preventive care 

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

O�er ends 7/14/21.

“All o�ers require credit quali�cation, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 
Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit quali�cation.

2-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE 190 CHANNELS

Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

FREE

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 
Duo DVR ($5 discount for 24 months) or Wally/211

SMART 
HD DVR 

INCLUDED

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 

INCLUDED

FREE
STREAMING 

ON ALL 
YOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICES

FREE
VOICE 

REMOTE

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. 

Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 

1-888-476-3207

$6499

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-636-7566 

The bathroom of your dreams for 
as little as $149/month! BCI Bath 
& Shower. Many options available. 
Quality materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military Dis-
counts Available. Limited Time Offer 
- FREE virtual in-home consultation 
now and SAVE 15%! Call Today! 
1-866-491-9867

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 
DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 2 
FREE Months! 1-855-932-2109

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL 
Devices. Call today! 1-888-476-
3207
 
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-844-852-
6401

www.dental50plus.com/14 #6258
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event of inclement weather, this event 
will be moved inside. 
 Tuesday, June 22 –
 3:30 Science Scouts. Explore the 
mysteries of the world through science! 
This week,we will explore the laws 
of motion, in the Children’s Garden. 
Registration is suggested. In the event 
of inclement weather, this event will 
be moved inside, or may be viewed on 
the library’s Facebook page or YouTube 
channel. This program is intended for 
ages 6-11. 

 7:00 Goodnight, Sweetheart! Virtual 
Pajama Story Time. It’s time for bed! 
Join Miss Pattie for some sweet bed-
time stories. Watch on the Samuels Li-
brary Facebook Page or YouTube Chan-
nel.
 Wednesday, June 23 –
 1:00 Virtual Storytime. What amaz-
ing creatures will we find in our jungle 
stories this week? Watch on the Samu-
els Library Facebook Page or YouTube 
Channel.
 Thursday, June 24 –

 11:00 Garden Story Time. Bring in 
your child for an enjoyable time filled 
with amazing tales, exciting sing-
alongs, and finger plays in our Chil-
dren’s Garden!   What amazing crea-
tures will we find in our jungle stories 
this week? Registration is suggested. 
In the event of inclement weather, this 
event will be moved inside. 
 Monday, June 28 –
 2:00 Cinderella Tales. Many of our 
favorite stories have been passed down 
from generation to generation all 

around the world! We will discuss how 
the story of Cinderella is similar and 
different among many cultures in the 
world. Watch on the Samuels Library 
Facebook Page or YouTube Channel.
 Tuesday, June 29 –
 3:30 Virtual Science Scouts. Explore 
the mysteries of the world through sci-
ence! This week, we will discover cop-
per reactions and answer the question, 
“Why is the Statue of Liberty green?” 
Request a S.T.E.M. kit from the Chil-
dren’s desk after watching this pro-

gram. This program is intended for ages 
6-11. Watch on the Samuels Library 
Facebook Page or YouTube Channel.
 7:00 Goodnight, Sweetheart! Virtual 
Pajama Story Time. It’s time for bed! 
Join Miss Pattie for some sweet bed-
time stories. Watch on the Samuels Li-
brary Facebook Page or YouTube Chan-
nel.
 Wednesday, June 30 –
 1:00 Virtual Storytime. Let’s Go 
Fishing! We’re sure to catch some good 
stories this week! Watch on the Samu-
els Library Facebook Page or YouTube 
Channel.

Samuels Public Library Adult 
Programming June 15-30

 You can find and register for all li-
brary events on our website, samuelsli-
brary.net.
 Tales and Tails: Adult Summer 
Reading - Summer reading isn’t just 
for kids. Check out Samuels Public 
Library’s 2021 Adult Summer Reading 
Program from June 7th to August 14th. 
This summer we’re taking show and tell 
to a new level. Cool programs, movies, 
and prizes for grownups. There’s some-
thing for everyone this summer at Sam-
uels Library! Register for the summer 
reading program for an opportunity 
to win awesome prizes, online at www.
samuelslibrary.net or at the adult refer-
ence desk. Record each book you read 
online or ask reference staff to record 
titles for you. You will receive one entry 
in our weekly drawing for every print, 
eBook and audiobook you record. You 
can also download free ebooks, maga-
zines, videos and music on our website, 
so don’t miss out!
 Books & Beyond: Morning Dis-
cussion - Love talking about books? 

Electrician
Residential & Commercial 

Electrical Work
Allen Santmyers
540-660-5697

During this pandemic winter, when people seem 
to need family and pets more than ever, Spay 
Today is here to support.  Spay Today’s our area’s 
non-profit, reduced-priced spay and neuter clinic.  
CHOOSE from MANY vets over a WIDE area! At the 
time of surgery, initial shots and tests can also be 
obtained at lower rates.

Contact Spay Today:  
www.spay-today.org 
or call 304-728-8330

A+J’s Lawn Care

• Leaf Blowing • Mowing
• Weedeating • Low Rates!
We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174

New
Beginnings
Community
Greetings

“Introducing Your Business to 
New Homeowners in our Community”

P.O. Box 1025 • Front Royal VA  22630

540-635-8660

Mowing and 
Landscaping

Great Rates   •   Quality Service

Serving the Shenandoah Valley 
& Outlying Areas for over 15 years

Conway Lawn Care, LLC

540-975-2313

Sadie’s ad sponsored by:

Mowing and 
Landscaping

Great Rates   •   Quality Service

Serving the Shenandoah Valley 
& Outlying Areas for over 15 years

Conway Lawn Care, LLC

540-975-2313

Precious’s ad sponsored by:

Hot Tub Heaven
Vacation Cabins

HotTubHeaven@yahoo.com
www.hthva.com

540-636-1522

Dog
Friendly!

Scarlett’s ad sponsored by:

A+J’s Lawn Care

We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174

• Mowing
• Weedeating
• Leaf Blowing
• Low Rates!

Sadie is 9 yr old, female 
black pit mix (with a little 
grey on her face). She 
is one of our longer dog 
residents here and is 
ready to find her fur-ever 
home. If you’re looking 
for a dog that will follow 
you everywhere, go on 
hikes, snuggle, and play 
tug at the end of the day 
- Sadie is the dog for you.

Nevaeh is a 1 yr 
old female white 
pit mix. She is a 
tornado, but is 
such a good girl! 
She plays nicely 
with similarly 
energetic dogs, 
enjoys the com-
pany of humans 
and is so enter-
taining! Nevaeh 
is deaf, but su-

per smart and happy to follow your visual cues!

With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. 
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!

Humane Society of Warren CountyHumane Society of Warren County
Join us for Barks & Bags 2021! The array of gorgeous Join us for Barks & Bags 2021! The array of gorgeous 
bags gets better and better every year and this year bags gets better and better every year and this year 
is no exception. Our donors have been very generous is no exception. Our donors have been very generous 
this year and the bags are fabulous. The event will this year and the bags are fabulous. The event will 
last 3 days 6/23-6/25 and tickets are $80. Groups of last 3 days 6/23-6/25 and tickets are $80. Groups of 
10 will choose a day to come on out to Blue Ridge 10 will choose a day to come on out to Blue Ridge 
Arts Council on Main Street to preview handbags, Arts Council on Main Street to preview handbags, 
have lunch and wine with their girlfriends and help have lunch and wine with their girlfriends and help 
support the Humane Society! Tickets available support the Humane Society! Tickets available 
at the shelter, at Jean’s Jewelers or Ellen Aders at the shelter, at Jean’s Jewelers or Ellen Aders 
State Farm. Give us a call for more details at 540-State Farm. Give us a call for more details at 540-
635-4734! Live auction is set for 6/25 from 12p-6p.635-4734! Live auction is set for 6/25 from 12p-6p.

Nevaeh’s ad sponsored by:

Bentonville, VA • 636-2671
hillbillysjunkyard.com

Hillbilly’s Junkyard
Hillbilly has what you NEED!
4381 Stonewall Jackson Hwy

Scarlett is a 5 
yr old female 
shepherd mix 
breed. She 
is good with 
dogs, cats (and 
probably kids) 
and has such 
a sweet and 
loving person-
ality. Essen-

tially, she’s just a furry puddle of cuteness who is 
overwhelmingly happy to see you, even if you just 
went to the mailbox and back.

Precious is a lovely 1 
yr old, dilute brindle pit 
mix. She has become 
fast friends with many 
of the other dogs that 
have come through 
the shelter that have 
similar energy levels 
to her. She’d do best 
in a home with older 
children, but her she 

loves walks, playing with toys, giving kisses, and 
exploring. As a bonus, her adoption is sponsored!

1-877-636-7566CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading 
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally 
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative 
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 
128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  
License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registra-
tion# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  
Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  
Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

See BRIEFS, 24
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Join our adult book club where each 
month we discuss a different interest-
ing read! For the month of June we will 
be discussing Erin Morgenstern’s The 
Night Circus. This meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 16th at 10:00 A.M. 
This group meets on every 3rd Monday 
and Wednesday of the month.
 Summer Reading Tails and Tales: 
Tick Talk - Join the Warren County 
Lyme and Tick Disease Support Group 
Thursday, June 17th at 6:00 PM for a 
virtual “Tick Talk” via Zoom supported 
by Samuels Public Library We will be 
hosting a guest speaker, Corey Childs, 
from the Warren County office of Vir-
ginia Cooperative Extension, who will 
be discussing topics such as life cycle 
of a tick, tick bite prevention, and local 
tick conditions. Disclaimer: Informa-
tion provided by this support group is 
presented for informational purposes 
only. We strive to provide the most up-
to-date information to our members. 
Information provided does not substi-
tute for professional medical advice. 
If you have a medical problem, please 
contact your doctor.
 Books & Beyond: Evening Dis-
cussion - Love talking about books? 
Join our adult book club where each 
month we discuss a different interest-
ing read! For the month of June we will 
be discussing Erin Morgenstern’s The 
Night Circus. This meeting will be held 
Monday, June 21st at 6:00 P.M. This 
group meets on every 3rd Monday and 
Wednesday of the month.

Playaway Launchpads

 Samuels Library has added twelve 

Playaway Launchpads to its circulating 
collection. Launchpads are kid-friend-
ly, pre-loaded tablets with content 
for children, designed with a simple, 
easy-to-use interface. The devices are 
instantly ready for use with no down-
load time or need for Wi-Fi. The tablets 

contain apps, storybooks, and videos 
that are appealing to children, yet edu-
cational. 
 “Some of the Launchpads are de-
signed to prepare children for Kin-
dergarten, and some walk children 
through the learning-to-read process, 

all in a fun, engaging way,” noted Mi-
chal Ashby, Youth Services Supervisor. 
“We also have Launchpads that focus 
on math and science concepts. We are 
very pleased to offer these resources to 
our patrons.”
 The new Launchpads can be found 

in the Youth Services department of the 
library. Patrons may check them out for 
a two-week period, with no renewals or 
holds.

–news@warrencountyreport.com

On June 23, Valley Health Warren Memorial Hospital will proudly open its doors at its 
thoroughly modern facility in Front Royal. We’re excited to showcase our new hospital and 
medical building prior to our opening. Please join us!

•  All private rooms

•  Vastly enlarged Emergency Department

•  Dedicated inpatient rehabilitation gym

•  Improved access to outpatient services

•  Physical Therapy & Sports Performance, designed specifically for athletes who want to gain
a competitive edge or anyone wanting to increase strength and stamina;

•  Adjacent Medical Building

•  Extensive system of walking trails, gardens and greenspace.

Taking Health Care 
  to New Heights

Community Tours*  

351 Valley Health Way, Front Royal 
Space is limited and registration is required. 

To schedule a tour, please visit valleyhealthlink.com/wmhtours, or call 540-536-5151

June 12    11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

* As part of our ongoing battle against COVID-19, face coverings 
are required and we will be following CDC and Health Department 
guidelines on social distancing.

Pacific Landscaping LLC

Call us for a  free quote:
• Fence Repairs
• Fence and Deck Staining/Painting
• Retaining Wall (stone, brick, and
 block)
• Concrete Stamps
• Fire Pits
• Paver Patios
• Gardening Services (mulching,
 flowerbeds, edging, etc.)

(540) 313-2721
We are licensed and insured!

pacificlandllc@gmail.com

Serving Frederick and surrounding counties

YOUR FULL COLOR 
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