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Town officials threaten county with legal action over sludge issue
Mayor says Front Royal workers did not perform illegal dumping of sewage

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 Front Royal Mayor Christopher 
W. Holloway announced in a me-
dia release on April 29 that, “On 
Tuesday, April 20th a sting opera-

tion was carefully devised by War-
ren County and Sheriff Butler’s of-
fice in hopes of catching the Town 
disposing of sludge illegally at 
the Warren County Transfer Sta-
tion. The DEQ was called by the 
Sheriff to investigate the Town’s 

operation and any violation of 
the Town’s permit,” he said. “DEQ 
found no evidence of criminal ac-
tivity suspected by the County af-
ter conducting a site visit.”
 Later, when we (Warren/Fred-
erick County Report) contacted 
Warren County Sheriff Mark A. 
Butler by phone on May 3, he re-
sponded to our questions by say-
ing, “This is an ongoing investiga-
tion that we’re trying to wrap up 
and I can’t comment more than 
this.” 
 He provided a few more details 
with following statement, howev-
er.
 “I was contacted by the County 
Administrator (Edwin Daley) to 
investigate illegal dumping; I no-
ticed irregularities and took it 
from there. Anyone commenting 
beyond that, doesn’t have all the 
facts and probably will have incor-
rect information. We handled it 
as we would any call for service. 
There are a lot of things we look 
at and have to investigate for the 
Town as well as the County, be-
cause the Town is in the County. 
Once the investigation and every-
thing is complete, people will un-
derstand the sheriff ’s department 
did everything asked of us.”
 In Holloway’s media release, he 
expressed that, “Myself and the 
Council are very disappointed and 
shocked that the County would 
reach to this level to try and un-
dermined the public’s trust by 
initiating a criminal investigation 
without contacting the Town in-
forming them of their concerns. 
The community should trust their 
government in doing the right 

thing and working together. We 
are one community and as May-
or I will never lose sight of this 
although the County’s actions 
speak otherwise. What is more 
disturbing is the fact the County 
and Sheriff involved three of the 
Town’s essential workers who per-
form an honest days’ work collect-
ing our customer’s trash. The day 
this happened I personally met 
with them and thanked them for 
what they do every day.”
 The County released this state-
ment on May 3 from Warren 
County Board of Supervisors 
Chair Cheryl Cullers.
 “I was informed by the staff at 
the transfer station (Bentonville 
Transfer Station in Warren Coun-
ty) about materials of concern be-
ing brought to the transfer station 
on the Town of Front Royal’s gar-
bage truck mixed with residential 
garbage. I did inform my county 
administrator (Edwin Daley). 
 “After discussion, the decision 
was made by the transfer station 
staff that Sheriff Butler would be 

advised.
 “To clarify a few points,” she 
continued, “Warren County does 
not have a landfill, only a transfer 
station regulated by the Virginia 
of Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ). Our permit does 
not allow us to accept materials 
from sewage plants from the Town 
of Front Royal.
 “My priority is to the employees 
of the transfer station and the citi-
zens of Warren County.
 “I want to have a good working 
relationship with the Town, but I 
have to be mindful of rules, regu-
lations and restrictions and mak-
ing sure we are within those and 
the law.
 Cullers concluded with the fol-
lowing statement.
 “Until Sheriff Butler completes 
his investigation into this con-
cern, that is all I can tell you at this 
time.”

Letter to Culler

 Holloway had also sent a letter 

For an unknown reason, an artist painted a picture of a sewage canal 
coming from a medieval house in 1447. It can be seen in the St. Bar-
bara Altarpiece in the National Museum in Warsaw. We have advanced 
somewhat in sewage treatment since the 15th Century, but its disposal 
remains a contentious issue locally and globally. Public Domain.
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to Cullers with this explanation, 
“The Mayor and Council felt it was 
important to send Chairman Cull-
ers a letter outlining the events 
and Town’s concern,” he stated, 
“We will also be sharing my letter 

with all Town citizens and possibly 
County residents.” 
 The five-page letter follows, in 
part. 
 “Dear Cheryl,” the letter begins, 
“Tuesday, April 20th I was called 

by the Town Manager (Steven 
Hicks) and informed of a sting 
operation regarding a ‘criminal in-
vestigation relating to the Town’s 
disposal of sludge at the Warren 
County Transfer Station’ which 

was personally led by the War-
ren County Sheriff, Mark Butler. 
Bottom line up front, as I am sure 
you are aware, the Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) has 
since confirmed the Town con-

ducted no such illegal activity and 
that our processes are well within 
standards.
 The letter continues.
 “The Town is researching 
whether or not Sheriff Mark But-
ler had jurisdictional authority to 
even spearhead such a sting op-
eration into the alleged disposal 
of sludge, more to this point in the 
near future,” it says. “I have waited 
a week for a phone call by you or 
Sheriff Mark Butler to apologize 
for the actions and overreach of 
power which I will outline below; 
however, as of the penning of this 
letter, I have received no such calls 
or correspondence. I believe the 
citizens of our community have a 
right to know the gross misuse of 
office which took place last week.”
 Holloway then outlined the 
facts as they relate to the chain of 
events of last week, first explaining 
the technical process.
 “The Town of Front Royal 
Wastewater Treatment plant re-
ceives its material in two ways. 
The first is through the Town’s 
sewer system, and the second is 
through the Septage receiving 
station (primarily septic tanks 
outside of Town limits). The solid 
material is called Grit and Screen-
ings. The Screenings are the items 
such as baby wipes, feminine 
products, toys, and similar prod-
ucts,” he said.
 “The Grit is items that settle out 
in the tank that the human body 
does not break down like rice, corn, 
nuts, seeds and any grit, gravel, or 
dirt within the manhole walls or in 
the septage tanks. The Screenings 
and Grit are rinsed with water, 
drained and pressed to dewater. 
The cleaned Grit and Screenings 
is then put with residential trash 
to be taken to the County Transfer 
Station,” he noted, then concluded 
again, “This has been the process 
for many years and is completely 
legal, and within DEQ permitted 
standards.”
 Then, he repeated that, “The 
Town received information that 
Sheriff Mark Butler was person-
ally leading a sting operation into 
what he described as, “a criminal 
investigation into the Town’s ille-
gal dumping of sludge” at the War-
ren County Transfer Station.
 “Although neither Sheriff Mark 
Butler nor any of his deputies are 
licensed wastewater operators, 
he concluded through his ‘expert’ 
opinion that the legally allowed 
dumping of Grit and Screenings 
that were taken to the Transfer 
Station was “sludge” because it 
smelled like “shit.”
 He again mentioned his con-

See @!%$*, 4
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cerns about the town staff’s treat-
ment.
 “Throughout the day, numer-
ous Town Refuse employees, one 
of whom was on the job only two 
days, were personally detained 
and interrogated by Sheriff Mark 
Butler and his investigators. Their 
commercial driver’s licenses 
which are required for their live-
lihood, were confiscated and run 
against criminal records.
 “As the crew who had the Grit 
and Screenings described the 
incident, they were threatened 
by Sheriff Mark Butler that they 
could personally be liable for a 
$25,000 fine and up to a one mil-
lion dollar fine, that they will likely 
be losing their CDL license, as well 
as the Town trash truck would be 
impounded.
 Holloway stressed the following. 
 “Sheriff Mark Butler went on to 
say to some of the Refuse employ-
ees that if they shared any part of 
his investigation that he would 
ensure they were charged with 
obstruction of justice,” he accused, 
and continued, 
 “Please keep in mind, these em-
ployees were not at the Director 
or Town Manager level but Refuse 
employees who work five days a 
week picking up trash, just doing 
their job for Town citizens, as well 
as disposing of Grit and Screen-
ings from both County and Town 
residents. These are the cold hard 
facts from numerous eyewitness-
es.
 Holloway continued with this 
allegation.
 “As if this is not bad enough, 
there’s more. Sheriff Mark Butler 
contacted DEQ and asked them 
to participate in his investigation 
of the Town’s ‘illegal dumping of 
sludge.’
 “The DEQ agent told the Di-
rector of Public Works that in his 
entire career he had never been 
called by a local Sheriff, there-
fore, he concluded there must be 
an egregious violation and imme-
diately started his investigation, 

even though as previously stated 
the Sheriff may not have jurisdic-
tional authority to conduct such 
an investigation.
 He repeated that the DEQ’s 

concluded that ……the Grit and 
Screenings properly disposed at 
the Transfer Station did not vio-
late any laws or code.” 
 Holloway informed Cullers of 
the next steps in his plan and gave 
an ultimatum. 
 “So where do we go from here? 
For disclosure, I need you to know 
that the Town Attorney is re-
searching and considering legal 
action against Sheriff Mark Butler, 
the Warren County Sheriff ’s De-
partment and possibly the County 
of Warren. We cannot just sit back 
and allow our hard-working Re-
fuse employees to be harassed and 
intimidated simply for doing their 
job and conducting legal acts by 
taking trash to the Transfer Sta-
tion,” he said.
 He added the following actions 
and conditions. 
 “In addition to reevaluating how 
the Town will be addressing the 
handling of County septage in the 
future, I am canceling all future 
liaison meetings and the Town/
County Advance until a minimum 
of the following actions take place:
• A public and private apology by 
the Board of Supervisors, the In-

terim County Administrator and 
Sheriff Mark Butler to the Refuse 
employees who went home on 
Tuesday night worried about los-
ing their jobs, going to jail, pay-

ing a massive fine and losing their 
CDL license.
• Reimbursement for Town staff 
hours spent dealing with the ha-
rassment and failed sting opera-
tion by Sheriff Mark Butler. I hope 
to have an invoice compiled in the 

coming weeks.
• The immediate payment of all 
past due money owed to the Town 
by the County. If not paid withing 
five business days of receipt of this 
letter, I will be asking the Town 
Attorney to take appropriate legal 
action.
 Speaking directly to Cullers, he 
said, “Additionally, after your in-
vestigation if you determine it ap-
propriate to terminate the Interim 
County Administrator, Ed Daley 
and to ask for the resignation of 
Sheriff Mark Butler, I am confi-
dent I can get a resolution of sup-
port from the Town Council.

 “In conclusion, I want to reiter-
ate that my problem is not with 
the rank-and-file deputies of the 
Sheriff ’s Department, they are just 
following orders.
 The media release and a copy of 
the letter Holloway sent to War-
ren County Board of Supervisors 
Chairwoman Cheryl L. Cullers, 
were sent to Butler, Common-
wealth’s Attorney John Bell, Inter-
im County Administrator Edwin 
Daley, Virginia Attorney General 
Mark Herring and DEQ Water 
Permits and Compliance Manager 
Brandon Kiracofe.

– carol@areaguides.com
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 ”We handled it as we would any call for 
service. There are a lot of things we look 
at and have to investigate for the Town 
as well as the County, because the Town 
is in the County. Once the investigation 
and everything is complete, people will 
understand the sheriff’s department did 
everything asked of us.”

– Warren County Sheriff Mark Butler HeatherHeather
FurrFurr
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Local Appalachian Trail group joins others in Front Royal suspension

 Designated by the national non-
profi t Appalachian Trail Conser-
vancy, the Warren County–Front 
Royal Appalachian Trail (A.T.) 
Community (WCFR–ATC) today 
announced support for the Front 
Royal-Warren County Tree Stew-
ards by suspending operations in 
the Town of Front Royal for one 
year.  Failure of Town staff  to fol-

low through on stated commit-
ments regarding Arbor Day, the 
Town’s Tree City USA application 
process, and further issues related 
to the removal of more than 300 
trees in destruction of a model 
riparian buff er maintained for 16 
years by the Tree Stewards along 
the Front Street section of Happy 
Creek.
 “One of our main goals is to pre-
serve and protect the green spaces 
located within the realm of the Ap-
palachian Trail, and that includes 
the stretch of Happy Creek that 
runs through the heart of the Town 
of Front Royal,” said Susan Tsch-
irhart, chair of the town-county 
A.T. Community Committee. 
“Our experience with this project 
evidences the Town’s lack of re-

spect for the dedicated residents 
and civic organizations that have 
served Front Royal for decades.”
 In advance of Th ursday’s Earth 
Day 2021 celebration, the A.T. 
Community Committee has 
unanimously voted to join in 
solidarity with the Front Royal/
Warren County Tree Stewards in 
breaking its relationship with the 
Town of Front Royal municipal 
government. Th e AT Community 
Committee will continue its affi  li-
ation with the Town-County Joint 
Tourism Committee and Warren 
County administration in support 
of community volunteer eff orts on 
behalf of their environment, beau-
tifi cation, and outdoor recreation 
activities. Th e Committee will also 
continue to promote and work 
with its AT Community Support-
ers, businesses and organizations 
committed to meeting the needs of 
the hiking community.
 “Coupled with several months 
of misleading statements made 
by the Town Council and staff  as 
well as numerous permit violations 
on the Happy Creek construction 
site, and failure to follow through 
on commitments made by Town 
Manager, Steven Hicks, confi rms 
the current administration’s opera-
tional dysfunction and disrespect 
for the values our organizations 
hold dear,” said Tschirhart. “Simi-
lar to our peer organizations, the 
A.T. Community Committee has 
experienced a disheartening lack 
of follow-up from the Town after 
meeting with town staff  in prepa-

ration for what promises to be a 
record-breaking hiking season.”
 Th e A.T. Community Commit-
tee has been an active participant 
in the Save Happy Creek Coalition, 
formed last fall in response to the 
Town’s destruction of the Happy 
Creek riparian buff er without 

consulting its own urban forestry 
board. Comprising eight nonprof-
its and volunteer organizations, 
the Coalition remains committed 
to the best possible outcome for 
Happy Creek, even in its current 
degraded state.
 Tschirhart summarizes, “Th anks 
to the tireless eff orts of its volun-

teer corps since 2012, when the 
town and the county achieved 
designation, the A.T. Community 
Committee has succeeded in pro-
moting Front Royal and Warren 
County as one of the ‘friendliest 
communities along the A.T.’, lever-
aging proximity to the internation-

ally renowned Appalachian Trail 
to promote sustainable economic 
development. Sadly, the Town 
of Front Royal seems to have de-
veloped a culture of destruction, 
decimating its staff , environmental 
assets, and relationships with local 
civic organizations.”

“...Several months of misleading state-
ments made by the Town Council and 
staff  as well as numerous permit viola-
tions on the Happy Creek construction 
site, and failure to follow through on 
commitments made by Town Manager, 
Steven Hicks, confi rms the current ad-
ministration’s operational dysfunction 
and disrespect for the values our organi-
zations hold dear.”

– Susan Tschirhart, WC/FR 
Appalachian Trail Community Chair
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By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 On April 26 speakers from six 
local environmental organizations 

faced Front Royal Town Council 
members, mayor and staff to pro-
test the way recent actions and 
events have been initiated and/or 
ignored by some town officials.
 One of the first to speak was 
Front Royal-Warren County Tree 
Stewards President Melody Ho-
tek.   The unifying issue among 
the groups’ representatives was 
around the way the Town handled 
the clear cutting of over 300 trees 
on the banks of Happy Creek along 
the greenway that had been main-
tained by Tree Steward volunteers 
for many years. 
 The reason why the town cut the 
trees remains murky.
 Hotek brought up the main is-

sues that precipitated their split 
with the Town.
 These were:
• the aforementioned issue of 
defoliation along Happy Creek in 
town.
• the subsequent request by Town 
Manger Steven Hicks for their help 
which they gave to get Tree City 
USA designation for Front Royal 
in spite of lack of consultation be-
fore the defoliation at the order of 
the Town. (which happened before 
Hicks was hired)
• the town’s need for an arborist/
horticulturist.
• being left out of planning the an-
nual Arbor Day event by Hicks.
 But, as disheartening and  frus-
trating as the first three were, it 
was the last one that caused the 
Tree Stewards to split with the 
Town.
 In a phone interview with War-
ren/Frederick County Report, Ho-
tek said, “We did everything we 
could do to stay and plan Arbor 
Day; we’ve been involved in the 
last 22 years, but we got no reply 
and the next thing we knew, it had 

already been planned.
 “We felt sidelined and to be 
sidelined with Arbor Day was too 
much. It was the last straw.” 
 Hotek issued a media release 
which continues with more clarifi-
cations.
 “Destruction of the riparian buf-
fer zone along Front Street and 
channelization of Happy Creek 
have made it clear that neither 
the Council nor its managers val-
ue this 24-year partnership. The 
decision to destroy a successful 
community-led model project was 
reached without input from the 

Urban Forestry Advisory Com-
mission (UFAC) established by the 
Town. In response to this violation 
of Town Code, UFAC members 
resigned en masse in December 
2020. 
 “After they resigned, they didn’t 
help with Tree City USA Certifica-
tion,” she wrote.
 “When (Town Manager) Steven 
Hicks requested the Tree Stew-
ards’ assistance with the Town’s 
renewal application for Tree City 
USA, traditionally completed by 
the now-defunct tree board, we 
helped bring the Tree City certi-

Tree Stewards break with Town after 24 years of volunteer service

In 2001, at the Arbor Day event the Tree Stewards are seen here at the tree planting that they planned and 
participated in every year for 20 years. Stewards said they were not included in the planning this year, which 
precipitated their split with the Town of Front Royal.

Melody Hotek, president of the Front Royal/Warren County Tree Stewards 
is seen here at the local public demonstration over destruction of the 
riparian buffer zone and channelization of Happy Creek along Front Street 
in December of 2020.
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fi cation to Front Royal, by signing 
the application after their (UFAC) 
resignation because recently hired 
Town Manager Steven Hicks had 
been urged by Molly O’Liddy  of 
the  Virginia Department of For-
estry to get the tree certifi cation. 
 Hicks, in an email to them, ac-
knowledged this.
 “Good morning Melody,” he 
began. “I hope all is well and look 
forward to warmer weather….Take 
care and thank you for making 
Tree City USA recognition hap-
pen.” - Steven
 And, according to Hotek, “It is 

due to the Tree Stewards’ eff orts 
that the Virginia Department of 
Forestry fi rst awarded Front Royal 
its Tree City USA status in 2000.”
 So, “In January (2021), despite 
documented destruction of more 
than 300 trees along Front Street, 
and numerous permit violations 
during the channelization process, 
Front Royal’s Tree City USA status 
was renewed,” she wrote.
 Th en the Tree Stewards moved 
on from disappointment over the 
Happy Creek and Tree City des-
ignation issues and subsequently 
contacted him about preparing 

for the Arbor Day celebration that 
since 2000, the group has played 
a signifi cant role in planning and 
hosting.
 Th e following is from Tree 
Stewards historian, Joan Brubaker. 
 “Twenty years ago, on Arbor 
Day 2001, the Tree Stewards ‘ad-
opted’ the Happy Creek Arbore-
tum and since then have planted 
trees honoring several Tree Stew-
ard classes, memorial trees, and 
Arbor Day trees. We also planted 
shrubs, bulbs, and perennials, and 
have maintained the Arboretum 
by watering, mulching, fertilizing, 
and pruning.
 “I believe it would be most ap-
propriate to celebrate our 20 years 
of caring for the Arboretum on 
Arbor Day 2021,” she wrote.
 But this didn’t happen, and the 
following media release continued 

with the narrative of events.
 “Mr. Hicks then informed Ms. 
Hotek that the newly created 
Town-County Tourism Council 
had been tasked with the celebra-
tion and that he would contact her 

shortly to follow up.
 “Th ere was no follow-up call. 
 “Instead, the next communi-
cation was an Arbor Day press 

The Tree Stewards also educate potential members about trees and the 
kind of work they do. Courtesy of the Front Royal-Warren County Tree 
Stewards.

See TREE STEWARDS, 8

Feeling cramped 
in a shared space?
Make room for you with a home equity line of credit.

HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT (HELOC) 
• Pay interest only on the money you use
• Quick approvals
• No annual fee the first year
• Contact us to learn about evenmore great benefits

HOME EQUITY LOANS 
• Get all the same advantages of our HELOC
in a low-interest, fixed-rate loan

The exact amount of your home equity line of credit will be based on the total value of your property (according 
to an appraisal) minus the balance you owe, along with your ability to repay. *The 1.99% Introductory Annual 
Percentage Rate (APR) will be fixed for the first six months. After six months, the introductory rate will convert 
to a variable APR based on predetermined margins at or above the prime lending rate as published in The Wall 
Street Journal and may vary monthly but will never go below a floor rate of 3.74%. As of 4/5/2021 the APR 
ranged from 3.74% to 5.25%. **Non-introductory rate requires an 80% or less Loan to Value (LTV) and proceeds 
cannot be used to pay off existing City National Bank real estate-secured debt. The APR may vary monthly but 
will never go below a floor rate of 3.74%. This offer is for a secured home equity line of credit and your residence 
is the collateral. Maximum Loan to Values (LTVs) of 89%. Your home must be a single-family, owner-occupied 
residence. Manufactured homes do not qualify. Hazard insurance is required. Flood insurance may be required. 
Offers not available to existing City National Bank real estate-secured loan customers. Maximum APR is 18%. 
$50 annual fee waived for the first year. Early payoff fee equal to 1% of the credit balance of the credit agreement 
or $250, whichever is less, if the line is closed within 12 months of opening. Applicable recording taxes will apply. 
A payment of principal plus interest will be required after initial draw period.

NON-INTRODUCTORY 
RATES STARTING AT

3.74% **

6-MONTH
INTRODUCTORY RATE

1.99%
APR

*

APR

**

HOMEEQUITY.BANKATCITY.COM

1830 Valley Avenue, Winchester 540.667.6777
100 Elizabeth Drive, Stephens City    540.869.9555
600 Commerce Ave, Front Royal 540.635.4137
33230 Old Valley Pike, Strasburg 540.465.9292
1001 S Main Street, Woodstock 540.459.2105

The exact amount of your home equity line of credit will be based on the total value of your property (according to an appraisal) 
minus the balance you owe, along with your ability to repay. *The 1.99% Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will be fi xed 
for the fi rst six months. After six months, the introductory rate will convert to a variable APR based on predetermined margins at or 
above the prime lending rate as published in The Wall Street Journal and may vary monthly but will never go below a fl oor rate of 
3.74%. As of 4/5/2021 the APR ranged from 3.74% to 5.25%. **Non-introductory rate requires an 80% or less Loan to Value (LTV) 
and proceeds cannot be used to pay off existing City National Bank real estate-secured debt. The APR may vary monthly but will 
never go below a fl oor rate of 3.74%. This offer is for a secured home equity line of credit and your residence is the collateral. 
Maximum Loan to Values (LTVs) of 89%. Your home must be a single-family, owner-occupied residence. Manufactured homes do 
not qualify. Hazard insurance is required. Flood insurance may be required. Offers not available to existing City National Bank real 
estate-secured loan customers. Maximum APR is 18%. $50 annual fee waived for the fi rst year. Early payoff fee equal to 1% of 
the credit balance of the credit agreement or $250, whichever is less, if the line is closed within 12 months of opening. Applicable 
recording taxes will apply. A payment of principal plus interest will be required after initial draw period.

Call your local branch today.
FRONT ROYAL   540.635.4137
WINCHESTER   540.667.6777

STEPHENS CITY   540.869.9555
STRASBURG   540.465.9292
WOODSTOCK   540.459.2105

THE EQUITY IN YOUR HOME IS THE TICKET 
TO FULFILLING YOUR DREAMS

*2.99%
APR

12-MONTH INTRODUCTORY RATE
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APR

**

 DREAM BIGGER.
A home equity line of credit can make it a reality.

HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT (HELOC) 
• Pay interest only on the money you use
• Quick approvals

• No appraisal fees
• Easy access to funds

HOME EQUITY LOANS 
• Get all the same advantages of our HELOC

The exact amount of your home equity line of credit will be based on the total value of your property (according 
to an appraisal) minus the balance you owe, along with your ability to repay. *The 2.99% Introductory Annual 
Percentage Rate (APR) will be fixed for the first twelve months. After twelve months, the introductory rate will 
convert to a variable APR based on predetermined margins at or above the prime lending rate as published in 
The Wall Street Journal and may vary monthly but will never go below a floor rate of 3.74%. As of 6/01/20 the APR 
ranged from 3.74% to 5.25%. **Non-introductory rate requires an 80% or less Loan to Value (LTV) and proceeds 
cannot be used to pay off existing City National Bank real estate-secured debt. The APR may vary monthly but 
will never go below a floor rate of 3.74%. This offer is for a secured home equity line of credit and your residence 
is the collateral. Maximum Loan to Values (LTVs) of 89%. Your home must be a single-family, owner-occupied 
residence. Manufactured homes do not qualify. Hazard insurance is required. Flood insurance may be required. 
Offers not available to existing City National Bank real estate-secured loan customers. Maximum APR is 18%. 
$50 annual fee waived for the first year. Early payoff fee equal to 1% of the credit balance of the credit agreement 
or $250, whichever is less, if the line is closed within 12 months of opening. Applicable recording taxes will apply. 
A payment of principal plus interest will be required after initial draw period.

HOMEEQUITY.BANKATCITY.COM

Call your local branch today.
FRONT ROYAL  540.635.4137
WINCHESTER 540.667.6777

STEPHENS CITY 540.869.9555

SUMMER IS APPROACHING,
IT’S TIME FOR A VACATION.

COME TO HIDDEN SPRINGS SENIOR LIVING
AND LEAVE ALL YOUR WORRIES BEHIND!

540-636-2008
HIDDENSPRINGSSENIORLIVING.COM

973 BUCK MOUNTAIN ROAD

BENTONVILLE, VA 22610

ASSISTED LIVING | ADVANCED CARE | MEMORY CARE
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release from the town, details al-
ready determined. For the first 
time in 20 years, the Tree Stewards 
were neither consulted nor invited 
to participate in any role other 
than spectator.
 “The press release stated that 
Molly O’Liddy of the Virginia De-
partment of Forestry ‘recognized 
Front Royal’s efforts for meeting 
all the requirements as a Tree City 
Town,’ commending our commu-
nity for ‘their commitment in bet-
tering the tree canopy of the Com-
monwealth.’ 
 “Clearly Ms. O’Liddy is unaware 
of the destruction along Front 
Street, a betrayal of the town’s 
commitment,” Hotek concluded.
 She emailed Hicks about the is-
sue and he responded.
 “The Arbor Day Celebration 
was not explained as exclusively 
a Tree Stewards event during the 
planning stages of a 2021 Arbor 
Day Event or at our meeting on 
February 3rd. I advised you that 
I planned to have an Arbor Day 
event because the Tree Stewards 
were not sure due to COVID-19. 
The Arbor Foundation advised 
that it would not be required. In 
addition, you sent me an email 
about planting a tree. I asked if the 
Tree Stewards needed help find-
ing a location. With regard to Ms. 
O’Liddy, she is a true partner and 
continues to want the Town to be 
successful, not just one organiza-
tion,” he stated in the email.
 In an email responding to a re-
quet for a comment for this story, 
O’Liddy said, “The Tree City USA 
designation was to recognize the 
Tree Stewards and the town of 
Front Royal for the time and ef-
fort they’ve dedicated to planting, 
pruning, and general tree care at 
sites throughout the town.”
 Before the April 26 meeting 
we were contacted by Hotek, and 
she went into more detail on the 
sequence of events after that hap-
pened.
 “We voted unanimously to go 
dark with the Town, and to forego 
our partnership for the coming 
year. This includes maintenance 

of the Town’s Happy Creek Arbo-
retum, managed by the Tree Stew-
ards for twenty years. The group 
isn’t interested in staying. 
 “It’s really sad,” she said. “Now 
it’s the town’s turn to go forward.”
 She spoke a little about the 
Arboretum that borders Happy 
Creek in town.
 “The Town gave us the Arbo-
retum 20 years ago, but now we 
gave it back to the Town. It was a 
big part of our work. If the Town 
thinks they don’t need volunteers, 
and if they won’t talk to us, and 

don’t need us, it’s a clear state-
ment, we need a break.
 She concluded the interview on 
this note.
 “We’re all sad and grieving, go-
ing through all the emotions and 
stages of grief.”
 The following is from their me-
dia release of April 14, 2021 and 
reflects their state of mind over the 
issue.
 “Over 24 years, the Front Royal/
Warren County Tree Stewards 
forged an enduring partnership 
with the Town of Front Royal. 

Guided by the Town’s staff horti-
culturist, Tree Stewards planted, 
pruned, and maintained the “ur-
ban canopy” – i.e., trees located 
on publicly owned parks, ease-
ments, and building grounds. 
Each year, the Tree Stewards do-
nated 1,400-1,800 hours of free la-
bor, supplementing a public works 
department short on horticultural 
expertise and seasonal manpower.
 They had asked that the Town 

replace the horticulturist posi-
tion that had been unfilled for two 
years.
 “But then Hicks sent a letter to 
the Northern Virginia Daily (NVD) 
saying they will hire a horticultur-
ist part time after we had asked for 
that and got no response,” she said.
 So, with that in mind, she con-
tinued the communication with 
Hicks. 
 “Even in the face of COVID dis-

TREE STEWARDS, from 7

540-551-8312

Save $65Call by
04/30/21 Save $85 Call by

05/15/21 Save $75 Call by
05/31/21 Save $65

Call by 05/31/21  Save $100Call by 05/15/21  Save $200Call by 04/30/21  Save $300

Tony’s Tires

Convenient Location Across 7th St. Next to Ramsey's
11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal • 540-551-0922
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• Mounting & Balancing
• Custom Wheels

• Oil Changes
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TonysTiresFrontRoyal.com
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WHAT
WHATMATTERSW2.COMBETH

ASSOCIATE BROKER

540-671-6145  •  beth@whatmattersw2.com

Learn more about WHAT MATTERS Partners at www.whatmattersw2.com

88 Long Winding Rd.
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-671-6145

8100 Ashton Ave #103
Manassas, VA 20109

703-330-2222

Front Royal 
90 Riverton Commons 

540-635-6466

Winchester
157 Market St
540-545-8895
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ruption, Tree Stewards managed 
to contribute 900 volunteer hours 
to the Town in 2020. Today this 
partnership of nearly a quarter 
century lies in ruins,” she wrote.
 She noted that this has also 
weakened communication be-
tween the Beautifi cation of Front 
Royal Committee,  a community 
service organization representing 
the county’s garden clubs.
 When we emailed Hicks, the 
Town’s Director of Information 
Technology Todd Jones respond-
ed for Hicks.
 Jones wrote, “Th e attached was 
a response to Melody’s letter that 
addresses the questions below.   
Th e Town has no further com-
ments.
 In the following identical email 
to both Hotek and Warren/Fred-
erick County Report, Hicks wrote, 
“During the February 3rd meet-
ing I shared with you that I would 
attend as many Tree Steward 

meetings as needed and Karen 
Williams, Public Works Admin-
istrative Assistant would serve as 
the Town’s liaison until we fi nalize 
the hiring of a part-time Arborist. 
During the meeting we discussed 
that there would be times of dis-
agreement and you commented 
that you would help facilitate the 
collective decision and be an Am-
bassador for the Town moving for-
ward.
 “You also understood that the 
Town has the fi nal decision, and 
the Tree Steward plays an advisory 
role.”
 It was only later at the April 
26th meeting that they heard the 
announcement of the hiring of a 
part-time horticulturist.
 In the email to Hicks, Hotek 
ended by saying the Tree Stewards 
were hopeful “that a more produc-
tive tone may be restored,” with 
the suggestion to replant the buf-
fer zone along Happy Creek and 

to reinstate a knowledgeable tree 
board that includes ISA-certifi ed 
arborists and to seek the services 
of qualifi ed professionals before 
proceeding with future projects, 
thereby preventing further envi-
ronmental damage to the town, its 
natural and scenic resources, and 
its citizens.” 
 Hicks replied saying they had 
met with Lara Johnson of the Va. 
Forestry Department for contin-
ued guidance and requirements 
for Tree City recognition while 
stressing the importance of the 
Town’s initiatives to “create a sus-
tainable and urban forestry plan 
as we update our Comprehensive 
Land-Use Plan to guide us to be 
a sustainable community that en-
courages economic prosperity, a 
healthy environment, and an equi-
table society.”
 He ended with the hope that the 
Tree Stewards would reverse their 
decision and continue to partner 

with the Town.
 But it appears right now that the 
Stewards are sticking with their 
plan to discontinue working with 
the Town for one year. Hotek said 
the group will continue with their 
education eff orts and will still 
work with the County and since 
they’ve always had good work-
ing relations with Dan Lenz in 
the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, they will continue with him 
as well as with the Garden Club, 

and the Beautifi cation Committee. 
 “We just feel, ‘Hey, we’re just a 
small group and plant trees, and 
don’t want all this controversy,” she 
said.
 For information, contact  Mel-
ody Hotek, President Front Royal 
Warren County Tree Stewards at 
treesfrontroyal.org or mhotek@
gmail.com
 For Town Manager Steven Hicks 
email shicks@frontroyalva.com

– carol@areaguides.com

The Tree Stewards are here in happier times at a work session, one of 
the 1,400-1,800 hours of free labor, supplementing a public works de-
partment short on horticultural expertise and seasonal manpower they 
donated in a normal year.

Solar 
Made Easy!

Enroll today and REC takes care of the rest!

Cooperative Sunshare from REC lets you harness the sun to 
power your life with solar energy generated here in Virginia. 
There's no equipment to buy, permits or hassle.

We're Helping Virginia Go Green!

www.myrec.coop/sunshare
GREG LYNCH

YOUR HOME LOAN ADVISOR

GREG LYNCH
greg@cbmmortgage.com

912 Hometown Way
Front Royal, VA 22630

540.305.9838
540.686.1859

CELL:
OFFICE:

NMLS ID #1698169
CBM Mortgage, Inc. NMLS ID #282839 

(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org)
www.GREG.cbmmortgage.com

“Contact Me!”



Page 10  •  Warren/Frederick County Report  •  Mid May, 2021

Knights of Columbus provide new ultrasound machine at Pregnancy Center
Th e latest high-tech addition is more reliable and produces clearer pictures

By Th omas Sayre
Warren/Frederick County Report

 On April 17,  Catholic Bishop 
Michael F. Burbidge came from 
Arlington to bless and celebrate 
the new high-tech ultrasound 
machine at the Front Royal Preg-
nancy Center (FRPC).
 Bishop Burbidge, referring to 

prayers and blessings of the ma-
chine now and then later in a 
smaller confi ned space said, “We 
all know that God is not defi ned 
by time or space. We know the 
blessing will extend from here to 
the machine. We will also bless 
the machine with holy water.”
 In 2013 the initial ultrasound 
machine was started at the FRPC 

and that machine was also do-
nated by the Knight of Columbus 
(KOC).
 Th e KOC Council #7771 issued 
a written release that the new high 
tech ultrasound machine was do-
nated by them - John Carrell Jen-
kins Council #7771 raised over 
$15,000 (thanks to very generous 
donors) towards the purchase of 
one of the most advanced ultra-
sound machines available. Th e 
Ultrasound Machine initiative 
by the KOC Supreme Council is 
an initiative to help local coun-
cils provide ultrasound machines 
to pro-life pregnancy centers by 
matching funds when a council 
raises 50% percent of the cost.
 All of the staff  and volunteers at 
the pregnancy center along with 
the state and local KOC confer 
their “Th anks to all of the donors 
who supported this worthy cause.”
 According to the Assistant 
Director of the FRPC, Jessica 
Schmitz, the attendance was lim-
ited at the event because of CO-
VID-19 concerns but all are wel-
come to visit by appointment. In 
attendance were KOC State Dep-
uty Brian M. Ripple who came all 
the way from Roanoke, District 
Deputy Tom Drinkwater (District 
#32), Grand Knight Joel Brock-
rath (Council #7771), and the 
parish priest at St. John the Bap-
tist Catholic Church, Rev. Phillip 

Cozzi, Parochial Administrator.
 According to a release, the new 
high-tech ultrasound machine is 
more reliable, produces clearer 
pictures, and can transmit the im-
ages easily for doctor’s reports.
 Executive Director Kathy Clow-
es of the FRPC made introduc-
tory remarks. She said, “We are 
in a room fi lled with people who 
give of their time or talent or sub-
stance to help hundreds of women 
choose life.   Dr. Bruchalski has 
given his heart and wisdom to 
be our medical director for many 
years.  Dr. Frank Dennehy is read-
ing our scans along with Dr. Ellis 
Johns.
 “We have with us Carla Sayre, 
a gifted counselor, who has done 
over 500 scans for us.   Barbara 
Mooney, also a gifted counselor, 
has begun her training to also do 
ultrasound for us.
 “Rosemary Antunes,  who  was 
our fi rst nurse to pioneer do-
ing over 350 scans for us is visit-
ing from California.  Th e Knights 
of Columbus and individual do-
nors have generously provided 
for our new machine which has 
already helped women from all 
over the Shenandoah Valley.  Th e 
Doctors, nurses and volunteers 
are able to convert the generous 
donations into lifesaving care.”
 Clowes continued.
 “Our clients face a lot of chal-

lenges, and yet when they see the 
baby on the screen at ultrasound, 
it is an epiphany! Th ey realize 
that there is a child to protect. 
Th e atmosphere we cultivate 
here is compassion and care and 
so our clients have commented 
that it is like having aunts to talk 
to,” she observed. “In the past few 
months, with the new machine, 
we have reached out to the whole 
Shenandoah Valley by radio, and 
moms and babies have come from 
eight counties. Because of you, the 
FRPC is better equipped than ever 
to provide compassionate care for 
these women and their unborn 
children.”

Bishop Michael F. Burbidge blesses the high-tech ultrasound machine in 
the small, private ultrasound room along with Father Michael Isenberg, 
Vocations Director and Carla Sayre, R.N.

www.thomasfamilydentistry.com
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540-465-3980
HOURS:

Mon. – Thurs. 7am – 5pm
Fri. 7am – 1pm
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 Schmitz added that, “In years 
past we have been averaging 
about 120 ultrasounds a year but 
we have already done 50 in the 
first three months of 2021. We are 
now doing radio ads and updat-
ing our website and we would like 
everyone who needs us to hear 
about us.”
 According to Clowes, the cen-
ter staff and volunteers are more 
than happy to serve people from 
around the area, providing them 
with an ultrasound, counseling, 
baby clothes, and more.
 “If they are pregnant and con-
cerned about it, we want them to 
walk in that door,” Clowes con-
cluded.

 Current ultrasound nurse Sayre 
said, “It is definitely a team effort. 
First, trained counselors meet 
with clients to assess how we can 
best serve them. If an ultrasound 
is appropriate, it is scheduled 
and completed following medical 
protocols. Then doctors are for-
warded the images to read. Medi-
cal reports are sent back to us and 
shared with our clients.”
 The current nurses empha-
sized that everybody has a spe-

cial role on the team. The ultra-
sound machine shows them their 
child, which perhaps for some up 
to that point it was not really real. 
Many people change their minds 
and they are now keeping their 
child, and then offered classes 
and material assistance. For more 
information go to their website at 
frontroyalpregnancy.org or call 
(540) 635-6181.

– tom@areaguides.com

Front Royal Pregnancy Center (FRPC) ultrasound nurse Carla Sayre, R.N., 
Barb Mooney, R.N., Kathy Swanson, R.N. and Rosemary Antunes, R.N.

Knights of Columbus (KOC) member Rick Farrell and KOC State Deputy 
Brian Ripple were present to celebrate the blessing of the new high-tech 
ultrasound machine.

Consumer responsible for taxes. While supplies last.
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Sale ends 5/31/21

©2021 True Value Company LLC

Find the right products for your project at your local True Value®.
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Kingsford®
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Hand Truck
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 Friday, May 7, 2021: Showers 
likely, then showers and possibly 
a thunderstorm after 2pm. High 
near 61. Calm wind becoming 
west around 6 mph in the after-
noon. Chance of precipitation is 
80%. New rainfall amounts be-
tween a tenth and quarter of an 
inch, except higher amounts pos-
sible in thunderstorms.

Friday Night: Showers be-
fore 8pm, then a slight chance of 
showers after 2am. Low around 
40. West wind 3 to 7 mph. Chance 
of precipitation is 80%. New pre-
cipitation amounts of less than a 
tenth of an inch possible.

Saturday: A slight chance of 
showers before 2pm. Mostly sun-
ny, with a high near 62. Northwest 
wind 7 to 13 mph, with gusts as 
high as 22 mph. Chance of pre-

cipitation is 20%.
Saturday Night: Mostly clear, 

with a low around 40. Northwest 
wind 5 to 7 mph becoming calm 
in the evening. Winds could gust 
as high as 18 mph.

Sunday: Rain likely. Most-
ly cloudy, with a high near 60. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Sunday Night: Rain likely. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
48. Chance of precipitation is 70%.

Monday: A chance of showers. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
65. Chance of precipitation is 50%.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 43.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 65.

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 41.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 66.

Wednesday Night: A chance 
of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 45. Chance of precipi-
tation is 30%.

Th ursday: A chance of show-
ers. Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 66. Chance of precipitation is 

30%.

Ask Stewart

Hi Stewart,

 How was your Arbor Day?

– Cletus

 Sad.  For the fi rst time in over 
20 years I wasn’t invited to a Front 
Royal tree planting ceremony.  Af-
ter the Happy Creek tree cutting 
fi asco we had expected the town 
to do a better job of communicat-
ing, coordinating, and cooperat-
ing, but it didn’t happen.  With-
out a full time horticulturist (to 
replace Ann Rose, who retired in 
2019 and whose salary is still in 
the town’s budget) to educate the 

town leadership there is no one 
around to make use of the Tree 
Steward’s talents. 
 It’s hard to alienate the volun-
teers of so many organizations 
at once: the Front Royal/Warren 
County Tree Stewards, the Beau-
tifi cation Committee of Front 
Royal, Th e Warren/Front Royal 
Appalachian Trail Committee, 
and the town’s own Urban For-
estry Advisory Committee (who 
resigned en masse in protest of 
the clear cutting of the Happy 
Creek Arboretum).  But the town 
leaders have managed to do it.  All 
these organizations will not be 
contributing to Front Royal this 
year.  Th ousands of hours and 
thousands of dollars of volunteer 
contributions will be lost for the 
year. How will the town make up 
the 2500 volunteer hours of the 
Tree Stewards, and the loss of the 
roughly $12,000 contributed by 
the Beautifi cation Committee – 
raising taxes?
 Now the town has a beef with 
the Warren County Sheriff ’s of-

fi ce over “treated sewage/sludge”.  
I wouldn’t say that this issue was 
a bunch of @#$%. Nor would I say 
that our leaders need to get their 
$#!% together.  But I would say 
that this is another example of our 
leaders inability to communicate, 
coordinate, and cooperate for the 
good of the county and the town.  
Our goal should be to make War-
ren County and Front Royal beau-
tiful places to live, work and visit.  
We don’t need more money in the 
budgets to do that.  We don’t need 
more lawsuits.  We just need to 
work together to make it happen.
 Your Pal in the Trees,

– Stewart
Th e Front Royal/Warren County 

Tree Steward program began in 
1997 with volunteers dedicated 
to improving the health of trees by 
providing educational programs, 
tree planting and care demon-
strations, and tree maintenance 
throughout the community. Th e 
group now consists of over 30 ac-
tive members with several interns 

Warren/Frederick County Business Directory
Advertising

Alison Duvall ..........................540-551-2072

Attorneys
Douglas Harold ..................... 540-869-0040
Georgia Rossiter .................... 540-535-2001

Auto Dealers & Service
Front Royal Buick GMC ............ 540-636-2986
Front Royal Ford .....................540-636-2901
Malloy Toyota .........................540-678-1791
Matthews Auto Center .............540-636-7567
Marlow Motors ......................540-635-4158

Banks
City National Bank ................BankAtCity.com

Cabin Rental
Hot Tub Heaven ......................540-636-1694

Car Wash & Detail
Express Wash & Detailing .........540-636-9274

Computer Sales & Service
Royal Oak Computers ............. 540-635-7064

Dentists
Thomas Family Dentistry ......... 540-465-3980

Driving Instruction
Aadvanced Driving Instruction .. 540-635-9015

Eckankar
Virginia Satsang Society ............ eckankar.org

Electricity Service Providers
Rappahannock Electric Coop .... 800-552-3904

Farmer’s Markets
Woodbine Farm Market ............540-465-2729

Gifts & Collectibles
Mountain Mystic .....................540-635-6318
On Second Thought ................ 540-465-2655
Dusty’s Country Store ............. 540-522-5083

Golf Courses
Bowling Green Country Club .... 540-635-2024
Shenandoah Valley Golf Club .... 540-636-4653

Guitar Instruction
Phil Zuckerman ......................540-514-0788

Gyms / Fitness Instruction
Fitness Evolution ................... 540-636-3400

Handyman Services
BS Build/Remodel/Handyman ....540-551-2673

Hardware Stores
Ramsey True Value Front Royal ..540-635-2547
Ramsey True Value Berryville ... 540-955-1900

Heating & Air Conditioning
AireServ ................................ 540-551-8312

Hospitals
Warren Memorial Hospital .......540-636-0300
Winchester Medical Center ......540-536-8000

Junk Removal/Moving
Legendary Transport LLC ......... 540-450-6855

Junk Yards
Hillbilly’s Bentonville Junkyard ..540-636-2671

Lawn Care
A&J’s Lawn Care ..................... 540-816-2174
Conway Lawn Care .................540-975-2313
Pacifi c Landscaping ................ 540-313-2721

Mortgages
Greg Lynch - CBM ................... 540-305-9838

Museums
Belle Grove Plantation ............ 540-869-2028

Pets
Shear Elegance ..................... 540-622-8085
Spicewood Flats .................... 540-635-8979

Real Estate Agents & Brokers
Beth Waller ........................... 540-671-6145
Melanie Hamel .......................540-671-3369
Tana Ho� man ........................ 540-671-1994
Ken Thurman ......................... 540-749-2613
Martha Buracker .................... 540-671-6349
Sandra Strickler .....................540-671-0020
Crystal Elliott .........................540-671-5850
Kathy McLendon .................... 540-622-7698
Chad Pangle ..........................540-975-3487
Sharon Cales .........................540-683-1370
Andi Robinson ........................540-974-7359

Roofers
Hamrick’s ............................ 540-631-0666

Schools
Dynamic Life Christian School .. 540-636-9595

Senior Living
Hidden Springs Senior Living .... 540-636-2008
Shenandoah Senior Living ....... 540-635-7923

Tanning Salons
Beach Bum Front Royal ........... 540-635-6466
Beach Bum Winchester ........... 540-545-8895

Taxi Services
Yellow Cab ........................... 540-622-6060

Tires
Tony’s Tires ...........................540-551-0922

Advertise Your Business Here
Call or Text Alison Duvall:

540-551-2072

Warren/Frederick County Report Alison Duvall
Sales Manager

P.O. Box 500P.O. Box 500
Front Royal, VA  22630Front Royal, VA  22630

Call/Text: 540-551-2072Call/Text: 540-551-2072
alisond@warrencountyreport.comalisond@warrencountyreport.com
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Georgia Rossiter
Attorney At Law

117 W Boscawen St.  Suite 4  Winchester
Phone (540) 535-2001 • Fax (540) 535-2210

Concentrating in Family Law & Equine Law
Divorce   •   Child Custody   •   Support

BUILDING, REMODELING 
& HANDYMAN SERVICEBS

Replacement Windows • Siding Decks 
& Porches • Roof Repair Additions 

Finished Basements • Fine Carpentry • Ceramic 
Tile Interior & Exterior Painting • Floor Covering 

 Tree & Yard Work • Power Washing

Call Buck
(540) 551-2673
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April Indictments 2021

Fernando Vargas
 On or about February 24, 2020 in 
the County of Warren, Fernando Var-
gas, 31, of the 400 block of Northfield 
Ct., Harrisonburg, VA 22802, did un-
lawfully and feloniously take, drive or 
use a certain vehicle belonging to Wolf 
Tree Company with a value of $1,000 
or more, the property of Wolf Tree 
Company, without the consent of said 
owner, in  the absence of said owner 
and with the intent to temporarily de-
prive the owner thereof of his posses-

sion.

Ryan Devane Donovan
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Ryan Dev-
ane Donovan, 35, of the 3900 block of 
Guard Hill Rd., Front Royal, VA 22630, 
with two counts. COUNTS ONE and 
TWO: In the County of Warren, Ryan 
Devane  Donovan did unlawfully and 
feloniously, knowingly and intention-
ally possess a controlled  substance, 
to-wit: Methamphetamine listed in 
Schedule II of the Drug Control Act. 
Dates of the offenses were on or about 

December 3 and December 10, 2020.  

James Patrick Leonard, Jr.
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges James Pat-
rick Leonard, Jr., 60, address unknown, 
with two counts. COUNTS ONE 
and TWO: In the County of Warren, 
James Patrick Leonard, Jr., did unlaw-
fully and feloniously, knowingly and 
intentionally possess a controlled sub-
stance, to-wit: Amphetamine listed in 
Schedule II of the Drug Control Act. 
Date of the offenses was on or about 
January 7, 2021.

Miguel Bravo Martinez
 On or about October 29, 2020 in 
the County of Warren, Miguel Bravo 
Martinez, 57, of the 1000 block of Riv-
ermont Rd., Front Royal, VA 22630, 
did  unlawfully and feloniously by 
force, threat, intimidation, or decep-
tion and without legal justification or 
excuse, seize, take, transport, detain, 
or secrete Elia Reyes Vasquez, with the 
intent  to deprive her of her personal 
liberty.

Paula Jean Burton
 On or about August 3, 2020, in the 
County of Warren, Paula Jean Burton, 
52, of the 300 block of Loop Rd., Front 
Royal, VA 22630, did unlawfully and 
feloniously distribute a Schedule  II 
controlled substance, to-wit: Metham-
phetamine, this being a  third or sub-
sequent offense, said prior convictions 
occurring prior to the date alleged in 
this indictment.

Dontreal Trevaun Arrington
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Don-
treal  Trevaun Arrington, 25, of 19 E. 
Prospect St., Front Royal, VA 22630, 
with three counts. COUNT ONE: In 
the County of Warren Dontreal Trev-
aun Arrington did unlawfully and fe-
loniously, knowingly and intentionally 
possess a controlled substance, to-wit: 
Methamphetamine listed in Schedule 
II of the Drug Control Act. COUNT 
TWO: did unlawfully and feloniously 
possess with the intent to distribute 
a  Schedule II controlled substance, 
to-wit: Cocaine. COUNT THREE: did 
unlawfully and feloniously possess a 
firearm while unlawfully possessing a 

controlled substance, to-wit: Cocaine 
classified in Schedule II of the Drug 
Control Act. Date of the offenses was 
on or about September 24, 2020.

Robert James Etter, Jr.
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Robert 
James Etter,  Jr., 37, of the 3500 block 
of Harmony Hollow Rd., Front Royal, 
VA 22630, with two counts. COUNT 
ONE: In the County of Warren, Robert 
James Etter,  Jr. did unlawfully and fe-
loniously, knowingly and intentionally 
possess a controlled substance, to-wit: 
Methamphetamine. COUNT TWO: 
did unlawfully and feloniously, know-
ingly and intentionally possess a con-
trolled  substance, to-wit: Suboxone 
listed in Schedule I or Schedule II of 
the Drug Control Act. Date of the of-
fenses was on or about January 31, 
2021. 

Corey Wayne North 
 On or about February 28, 2021 in 
the County of Warren, Corey Wayne 
North, 33, of the 100 block of Riley Ct., 
Front Royal, VA 22630, did unlawfully 
and feloniously while being a parent 
or guardian, or person responsible for 
the care of a child then under the age 
of eighteen years, commit a willful act 
or omission in the care of  said child 
which was so gross, wanton, and cul-
pable as to show a reckless disregard 
for human life. 

 A Grand Jury Indictment is only a 
charge and not evidence of guilt. The 
defendants are entitled to a fair trial 
with the burden on the government to 
prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

INDICTMENTS

With 3 FREE rounds, discounted rates, range discounts and other 
great benefits will help you play more golf while paying less.

Join the club for $99 and receive the following benefits:

With 3 FREE rounds, discounted rates, range discounts and other 
great benefits will help you play more golf while paying less.

Join the club for $99 and receive the following benefits:

 Receive a point for every dollar you spend. Points
 can be redeemed for free golf or the driving range.
 3 Free 18 Hole Rounds of Golf with Cart
• 50% off Range Balls
• Preferred Tournament Rates
• 1 Guest Pass at Eagle Club Rate
• 10% off In-stock / Non-Sale Merchandise
 Winter Weekday Special January / February
 (Players Fee of $15 Includes Cart)
• Offer good for a limited time.

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

Join the club for $129 and receive the following benefi ts:

Bowling Green Country Club
838 Bowling Green Rd. Front Royal
bowlinggreencountryclub.net

540-635-2024
info@bowlinggreencc.com

$20 Anytime
Monday–Friday

$25 Anytime
Weekends & Holidays

TWO
Beautiful 
Courses!

Tired of 
Paying High 
Green Fees?

YEARS BACKED
BY THE SEAL

16

• Seamless, one-piece   
 system, keeps out leaves,  
 debris & more.

• Eliminates the risk of    
 falling off  a ladder to clean  
 clogged gutters.

• Durable, all-weather    
 tested system.

Call Today for a FREE 
In-Home Estimate

(833) 472-0616

Clog Free Guaranteed!
Guaranteed not to clog for as long 
as you own your home, or we will 
clean your gutters for free.

85% Off  Labor
Does not include cost of material.  Expires 6/30/21. 

Receive a $25 
Lowe’s gift card
with FREE in-home estimate
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product 
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Off er sponsored 
by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, 
sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This off er is valid for home-
owners over 18 years of age.  If married or involved with a life partner, both 
cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. 
Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be le-
gally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for 
this off er: employees of Company or affi  liated companies or entities, their 
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home 
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that 
Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it neces-
sary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via fi rst class United States 
Mail or e-mailed within 21 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid 
in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Off er not 
sponsored or promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without notice 
prior to reservation. Expires 6/30/21.

BONUS OFFER

LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of DC in Virginia under registration number VA Class A Lic.
#2705116122, in Maryland under registration number MHIC Lic. #116693, and in DC under registration

number DC Permanent #420219000010.
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working toward becoming certified 
tree stewards from our annual “All 
About Trees Class”. Each month 
Stewart will answer a question 
from our readers. Please forward 
it to “Stewart” in care of: 
frwctreestewards@comcast.net 

and we may publish it in a future 
issue. Please visit our website at:

www.treesfrontroyal.org

American Military Heritage 
Museum FREE Admission - 
Sat., June 12th, 9-5, rain or 

shine

 Reenactors, Living History dis-
plays and more!
 Meet WWII veterans 10:30 - 
noon, 811 Fairfax Pike, Stephens 
City
 facebook.com/amhmuseum

Fort Loudoun Day Living 
History Event May 15

 Join us at the French and Indian 
War site of Fort Loudoun May 15 
from 10 am to 3pm. 
 Bring the family and enjoy a fun 
day learning about the history of 
the French & Indian War era at 
the site of Colonel George Wash-
ington’s headquarters for the Vir-
ginia Regiment.
 Meet living history interpreters 
including Colonel James Wood, 
founder of Winchester and men-
tor to young George Washington, 
Captain George Mercer and his 
company of the Virginia Regi-
ment,  and others.
 Tours of the Fort site will be of-
fered throughout the day.
 The event is put on by The 
French and Indian War Founda-
tion and is free to the public.
 For additional information, visit 
our website at FIWF.org, or call 
419-971-3493.
 You can also take an Audio Tour 
of Fort Loudoun: 703-574-6110.
 419 North Loudoun St. Win-
chester.

The Chauvin verdict brings 
some comfort. What’s next?

EDITOR:

 By now, almost everyone in the 
world (at least where TV, radio or 
electronic means reaches) knows 
about the result of the Minnesota, 
USA trial of former police officer 
Derek Chauvin on criminal charg-
es. The finding of guilt of multiple 
charges against Chauvin includ-
ing murder has had resounding 
results here and abroad.
 In many ways, the case is good 
news as far as holding police to 
certain minimal standards of be-
havior when confronting human 
life. The very casual, almost indif-
ference shown by Chauvin about 
the life of George Floyd was a sure 
component of the finding of the 

racially mixed jury.  It may seem 
that the value of a human life, 
sometimes seeming to be lost to 
responding police officers, was a 
factor in this case. Also, brother 
and sister Minneapolis police of-
ficers testifying against him seems 
to be fairly unique.  It is hard to 
believe that anyone in America (if 
not the world) could forget Floyd’s 
plea: “I can’t breathe” as Chauvin 
and other police officers held him 

on the street – face down – for 
over 9 minutes.
 Such a scene of police brutality 
seemed new to many of us. The 
graphical capture of the scene by 
body cameras and passersby video 
brought the matter to the atten-
tion of the news  media, police 
agencies and the public in a way 
unique to the case; however. it is 
not totally unique to law enforce-
ment in the U.S. and in many oth-

er areas of the world. The fact that 
Mr. Floyd was black and Officer 
Chauvin is white certainly played 
a role in the outcome of this case.
 It seems that after the recent 
Chauvin guilty verdict, there 
might be a new day in U.S. law 
enforcement.  Let us hope that is 
the case, but with that also comes 
the challenge of how to handle 
“hot” situations by police officers.  
Training seemed to be an issue in 

BRIEFS, from 12

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Licensed & Insured  •  Free Estimates

* Serving Front Royal for 25 years! *

(540) 222-0521
(540) 631-0666

HamricksRoofi ng@gmail.com

Hamrick’s
Sudoku!

   Like puzzles? Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This mind-bending 
puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, 
so sharpen your pencil and put 
your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

   Sudoku puzzles are formatted 
as a 9x9 grid, broken down 
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle! (Answer in back.)

Wed-Fri 12-6 • Saturday 10-6
Sun 12-4 • 206 E Main Street

540-692-9483

Here’s just a sample of the wonderful ALL 
Veteran and Virginia made products we 

carry! Check out our full list of suppliers 
on FB: Wicked Salsa, Crazy Horse Hot 
Sauce, Bloody Drink Mixes, Honey, GF 
Flour, Jams, Jelly, Pickled Items, Farm 

Fresh Eggs, Oat Milk, and so much more! 
Come on down to Main St, Front Royal!

SalSa

Bloody Mary Mix 

Southern honey

hand Crafted SauCeS
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the Chauvin case (in that the Min-
neapolis P.D. training was not fol-
lowed).
 Maybe police here in the U.S. 
and elsewhere will be held to a 
higher standard when it comes to 
life threatening activity.  But the 
Chauvin case may also put out the 
perception that law enforcement  
men and women  are potentially at 
risk to civil, even criminal liability 
if they feel they must take imme-

diate action. 
 The challenge will be to be able 
to bring qualified, fully vetted new 
people into the law enforcement 
field with compassion for life, 
maybe new training – and, maybe 
new risk.  Many police depart-
ments in the U.S. are currently 
short of officers. For all the great 
good flowing from the Chauvin 
case,  there is also the challenge 
of recruiting  good people to the 

profession and making sure de-
partments and agencies do all 
they can to properly train them.  
To all other requirements of po-
tential new officers, maybe com-
passion and a willingness to avoid 
using deadly force when required 
is also called for. Let us hope 
these special people can be found. 
You may never really know until 
something  happens.
 Charles P. Lickson is an author 
of 8 books. He is not only a former 
practicing attorney, he spent 10 
years as a fully sworn, armed law 
enforcement officer in Connecti-
cut. He now resides in Virginia.

Antoinette D. Funk, Ed.D., to 
seek Warren County School 
Board seat in Happy Creek 

District

 Dr. Funk has served the com-
munity as a teacher, administra-
tor, and advocate for  more than 

22 years. 

Plane Crash in Frederick 
County

 Virginia State Police Trooper A. 
Eckman responded to a report of 
a plane crash in Frederick County. 
The crash occurred Monday, May 
3rd, at 11:41 a.m. along the 490 
block of Airport Road. 
 The preliminary investigation 
revealed that a Single Engine 
Jabiru Aircraft was attempting to 
land at the Winchester Regional 
Airport when it collided with an 
aircraft hangar.  
 The pilot, a 49-year-old female, 

of Front Royal, VA, suffered mi-
nor injuries in the crash and was 
transported to Winchester Medi-
cal Center for treatment.  
 No one on the ground was in-
jured as a result of the crash.
 The FAA and NTSB were noti-
fied of the crash.
 The crash remains under inves-
tigation.

Winchester Medical Center 
gets national “A’ grade for 

safety
 
 Valley Health Winchester Med-

See BRIEFS, 16

On Second Thought Consign & Thrift

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for pictures & information

Three Generations, Two Locations, One Goal
At On Second Thought Consign and Thrift, our goal is to provide our customers with 
the best consigning and shopping experiences we can offer. Weekly, thousands of 

‘new to us’ items, which includes clothing and shoes for the entire family, Home Decor, 
Housewares, Jewelry, Antiques, Purses, Linens, Toys, Furniture, DVDs, Books and 

many other unique treasures fi ll both stores to attract eyes of all ages. We also have 
DAILY 25%, 50%, 75% & 90% OFF SALES.

TWO Locations!
476 North Main St.

(former Ben Franklin Store)
WOODSTOCK  540-459-2655

390 East King Street, Suite 6
STRASBURG  540-465-2655

WOODSTOCKWOODSTOCK

STRASBURGSTRASBURG

We are a unique and fun place to shop and are one of the largest Consign & Thrift 
Stores located in the State of Virginia. Now accepting Consignments and Donations.

Both stores are Open Mon-Wed 9-6, Thur, Fri & Sat 9-7 and Closed Sunday.

Almost 8 acres in a quiet rural subdivision in 
scenic Bentonville, VA. Bordered on 3 sides 

with trees but about 5 acres is open and has been mowed like a park! View 
of Shenandoah National Park. Close to the Shenandoah River and State 
Park. Build your dream home and sit on the deck, relax and enjoy the 
beautiful outdoors!  A 3 BR conventional septic certifi cation included.
0 Jennings Lane
Bentonville, VA
$169,900 • VAWR143036

Views, Views, Views!

R E A L T O R S®

Martha Buracker, Weichert Realtors - Licensed in Virginia
824 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal, VA 22630

Cell: 540-671-6349  Offi ce:  540-635-8000  
marthaburacker@gmail.com

5199 John Marshall Hwy., Strasburg, VA

Playground and mining sluice for the kids!
www.woodbinefarmmarket.com

540-465-2729
FARMING SINCE 1898

FRESH FROM THE GROUND UP

WOODBINE FARM MARKET

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-877-636-
7566 

The bathroom of your dreams for 
as little as $149/month! BCI Bath 
& Shower. Many options available. 
Quality materials & professional in-
stallation. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE 
virtual in-home consultation now and 
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-866-491-
9867

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD 
DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL De-
vices. Call today! 1-888-476-3207
 
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-844-852-6401 
www.dental50plus.com/14 #6258

1-877-636-7566CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading 
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally 
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative 
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 
128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  
License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registra-
tion# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  
Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  
Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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ical Center (WMC) received an 
“A” grade in the spring 2021 Leap-
frog Hospital Safety Grade, a na-
tional distinction recognizing the 
regional hospital’s achievements 
protecting patients from errors, 
injuries, accidents, and infections.
 Th e Leapfrog Hospital Safety 
Grade is the only hospital ratings 
program based exclusively on 
hospitals’ prevention of medical 
errors and other harms to patients 
in their care. Th e Leapfrog Group 
is an independent national watch-
dog organization committed to 
health care quality and safety. 
Developed under the guidance 

of a national expert panel, the 
Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade 
uses up to 27 measures of pub-
licly available hospital safety data 
to assign an “A” through “F” grade 
to more than 2,700 general acute 
care hospitals across the country 
every six months.

Barricaded subject

 On 4/23/21 the Frederick 

County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce responded 
to 2492-46  Martinsburg Pike in 
regards to a domestic situation 
involving  a fi rearm. Th e caller 
advised that Michael McGhee was 
intoxicated and that he had taken 
her vehicle, crashed it and then re-
turned to the residence where an 
argument ensued where McGhee 
stated he wanted to kill himself. 
Dispatchers were informed that 

the female caller took the couple’s 
6-year old child and fl ed the resi-
dence after McGhee grabbed a 
hunting-type rifl e and fi red a sin-
gle round inside the house. 
 Arriving units on the scene set 
up a perimeter and evacuated 
neighboring residences out of an 
abundance of caution for the pub-
lic’s safety. Once securing the pe-
rimeter,  loudspeaker announce-

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
 It could be that you are very aware 
of things going on around you this 
week, Aries. Unfortunately, many of 
them will be out of your control. Still, 
keep an open mind.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
 Relax and settle down for a few 
days, Taurus. Take some time to en-
joy the people around you and try to 
travel to some new locales along the 
way. A little vacation can be helpful.  
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
 Don’t be surprised if some relatively 
minor details cause a setback in the 
days ahead, Gemini. Some heightened 
focus might be in order. Try to zone in.
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
 Cancer, if you need to confront 
someone this week, do so tactfully. 
Remember the adage about catching 
more fl ies with honey. You’ll fi nd that 
tactic is handy.
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
 Leo, this week could become a tad 
challenging as strong astrological en-
ergies are aff ecting people’s emotions. 
Maintain your composure at all costs.
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
 Your organizational skills are about 
to increase productivity ten-fold this 
week, Virgo. Don’t be afraid to take big 
chances and even grab the helm on a 
large project.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
 Libra, write down new goals, as it 
seems your emotions have changed 
over the past several days. Th is way 
you can channel your ambitions ac-
cordingly. 
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
 Scorpio, this week you dare to go 
against the grain and make your voice 
hear. Embrace your self-confi dence 
and don’t hesitate to take on a leader-
ship role.
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
 Your presence will be remarkable 
this week, Sagittarius. You radiate 
confi dence and energy for all to see, 
and the people around you could be 
counting on you for leadership.
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
 It’s not possible to transform the 
people you know with a magic wand 
or a twinkle of your nose, Capricorn. 
Let others be who they are and appre-
ciate their individuality.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
 Aquarius, if you are feeling a bit 
neglected and unloved this week, ask 
your partner for some support. He or 
she will take the cue and the spark will 
reignite.  
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
 Some confl icts within the family 
have you serving as peacemaker, Pi-
sces. Negotiate with others to resolve 
their diff erences.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

MAY 9
 Billy Joel, Singer (72)
MAY 10
 Missy Franklin, Athlete (25)
MAY 11
 Sabrina Carpenter, Actress (22)
MAY 12
 Rami Malek, Actor (40)
MAY 13
 Debby Ryan, Actress (28)
MAY 14
 Rob Gronkowski, Athlete (37)
MAY 15
 Alexandra Breckenridge, Actress 
(39)
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RadioShack - Music of Woodstock

446 W Reservoir Rd (Beside Cooks Exxon)
Woodstock, VA 22664  •  540-459-5111

Visit our unique 
Electronics & Music 

Store in beautiful 
Woodstock, Virginia!

• Electronics
• Guitars
• Music
 Supplies
• and More!

GUITARSGUITARS

FULLYFULLY
STOCKEDSTOCKED
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Mountain MysticMountain Mystic
Trading CompanyTrading Company

215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318

Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry, chimes, rock and mineral 
specimens, books, Tarot & Oracle cards, greeting cards, journals, tapestries, candles, 
incense, fragrance and essential oils, stickers, and so many more one of a kind items!

Open Thurs.-Sun. 12-5

Royal Plaza Shopping CenterRoyal Plaza Shopping Center
477-H South St. Front Royal477-H South St. Front Royal

540-622-6845540-622-6845

S & S Tobacco LLCS & S Tobacco LLC

‘Always Service 
with a Smile!’  
WE OFFER: 

Special Orders, 
Cigars, Smoking 
Accessories and 

Cigar Bars for Any 
Gatherings!M-F 9-5, Sat. 9-3
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ments were made to instruct 
McGhee to come out of the house 
unarmed without success. A com-
mand post was established and, 
after a situational briefing, the 
FCSO Crisis Negotiations Team 
(CNT) and SWAT team were 
both activated and responded to 
the call. 
 Once SWAT and CNT were on 
scene, a portable two-way com-

munications device was deployed 
into the residence in an attempt 
to communicate with McGhee. 
Numerous attempts to contact 
McGhee via the portable device, 
his cellphone and ongoing loud-
speaker announcements were all 
unsuccessful.  McGhee’s father, 
who was now on scene, also at-
tempted numerous times to talk 
his son out of the house with neg-

ative results. A portable robotic 
device from the Winchester P.D.’s 
SWAT team was deployed but was 
unable to maneuver through all 
areas inside the dwelling to verify 
McGhee’s location and condition. 
 In a final attempt to avoid a 
forced entry, and possible armed 
confrontation with McGhee, 
chemical agents were deployed 
to get McGhee to exit the resi-

dence peacefully. After the first 
dispersement appeared unsuc-
cessful,  a pole camera was de-
ployed through a bedroom win-
dow. A heat source was detected 
and appeared to show a person 
on the bed hiding under the cov-
ers. SWAT member’s made entry 
into the house and  toward that 
bedroom door. While moving for-
ward a door that was cracked open 
was slammed shut. Again, trying 
to avoid a possible armed conflict, 
SWAT was pulled out and anoth-
er deployment of chemical agents 
was made into that specific room. 
 A few moments after this de-
ployment, McGhee came to the 
bedroom window and advised he 
was coming out and proceeded to 
exit out of the bedroom window 
where he was taken into custody 
without incident. McGhee was 
checked out by EMS, where he 
refused medical treatment, before 
being taken to the adult detention 
facility. Warrants for Felony dis-
charge of a firearm in a dwelling 
and brandishing a firearm were 
obtained and served with Mc-
Ghee being held without bond. 
 Sheriff Lenny Millholland is 
pleased with the handling of this 
situation and relieved that ev-
eryone involved is safe. “I can’t 
express my gratitude enough for 
the professionalism displayed by 
our people today” said the Sheriff, 
noting this is the second such type 
incident in the past few weeks. 
Sheriff Millholland concluded 
 “While we hope for a time 
where such things no longer take 
place, the sad truth is it can hap-
pen anywhere. That’s why we will 
continue to acquire necessary 
equipment and provide the prop-
er training to address any such 
type of incident.”

Sheriff’s Office announces 
pursuit of State Accreditation

 Since taking office, Sheriff Mark 
Butler has steadfastly worked on 
fulfilling his promise to the citi-
zens of Warren Country, that his 
Office would pursue reacquir-
ing professional accreditation 
through the Virginia Law En-
forcement Professional Standards 
Commission (VLEPSC).  The 
previous administration had al-
lowed its accreditation to lapse, 
and Sheriff Butler vowed to ex-
ceed expectations in this area.  
According to Sheriff Butler “our 
residents, visitors, businesses 
and government partners de-
serve our very best efforts when 
it comes to professional conduct 
and standards. We are happy to 
announce that we have submitted 
our application for accreditation, 
and embrace the challenges that 
lay ahead with great enthusiasm 
and confidence.” The WCSO has 
36-months to complete the pro-
cess, and is poised to achieve it 
much sooner.
 The VLEPSC accreditation in-
creases the agency’s ability to pre-
vent and control crime through 
more effective and efficient deliv-
ery of law enforcement services 
to the community it serves, en-
hances community understand-
ing of the law enforcement agency 
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Shenandoah Senior Living
103 Lee Burke Road

Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-7923

Open for Virtual Tours at any time!
Contact the Community to schedule your tour.

We are still accepting residents and are providing the perfect option to keep your loved 
one safe during this unprecedented time. Quality healthcare for your loved one at a 
price you can afford.

Please check us out on Facebook or on our website at:  shenandoahsl.com

Tana Ho� man, REALTOR ®
Sager Real Estate
111 East King St.

Strasburg, VA 22657
Licensed in Virginia

540-671-1994540-671-1994

TanaHo� man.comTanaHo� man.com

The Market is hot and listings are 
going fast! Let me help you get the 
best price for your property. Call 

me and we’ll get this rolling!
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and its roles, and increases citizen 
confidence in the modern policies 
and practices of the Sheriff ’s Of-
fice.
 Sheriff Butler explains that 
seeking accreditation is congru-
ent with our philosophy of com-
munity policing, whereby we will 
be committing the office to a 
broader range of programs, such 
as certified crime prevention pro-
grams that directly benefits the 
public.  For example, the Sheriff ’s 
Office has created a forum called 
the Community Advisory Coun-
cil (CAC) in which members of 
the Sheriff ’s Office and citizens 
work together to address crime, 
and much more. The CAC mem-
bers have been pivotal in provid-
ing their insight into policy and 

practices, such as the body-worn 
camera policy which have better 
enabled the pursuit of accredita-
tion. The WCSO has almost com-
pleted an entire review of its pol-
icy manual and made numerous 
revisions more aligned with meet-
ing the challenges of modern po-
licing using Power DMS, which is 
an online tool that enables greater 
accountability.  Major Driskill 
added that this was accomplished 
through the tireless dedication 
and contributions made by the 
members of the Policy Review 
Committee, who deserve all the 
recognition for their hard work.

‘Bird-Eye view’ boosts REC’s 
reliability

 The pandemic provided many 

of us a chance to step back and 
gain a new perspective. For a 
handful of linemen at Rappahan-
nock Electric Cooperative (REC), 
that is true in a literal sense – and 
that new perspective will directly 
benefit member-owners.
 Since last year, a small group 
of linemen has been dispatched 
– with unmanned aerial devices – 

to find potential problems before 
they can cause an outage. They are 
using the technology not only to 
inspect lines and equipment, but 
also to search for trees near REC’s 
rights of way that could fall and 
cause an outage.
 As REC sought ways to keep 
crews safe through social distanc-
ing, linemen Jake Michael and 

 As the mercury rises, the opportunities to 
cook a greater number of meals on the grill in-
creases. For many people, there’s nothing like 
the smoke-kissed flavor of meats, poultry and 
vegetables seared over an open flame.
 Hamburgers are a grilling staple in many 
households. Burger flavors and toppings are 
only limited by a home cook’s imagination. 
 For those who may need a little burger in-
spiration, this recipe for “Barbecue Chipotle 
Burgers” courtesy of the Iowa Beef Council 
features a beer-based homemade barbecue 
sauce and is best served on Texas Toast for an 
extra burst of flavor.

Barbecue Chipotle Burgers
Serves 4

1  pound ground beef (93 percent lean or 
 leaner)
1⁄2  cup beer
2  tablespoons brown sugar
2  tablespons ketchup
1  tablespoon minced chipotle peppers in 
 adobo sauce
1  tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
4  slices frozen Texas Toast
2  spears pickled okra, sliced

 To prepare barbecue sauce, combine beer, 
brown sugar, ketchup, chipotle peppers, and 
Worcestershire sauce in saucepan; bring to 
a boil. Simmer 8 to 10 minutes until sauce is 
thickened; set aside.
 Lightly shape ground beef into four 1⁄2-inch 
thick patties. Place patties on grid over me-
dium, ash-covered coals. Grill, covered, 8 to 
10 minutes (over medium heat on preheated 
gas grill, covered, 7 to 9 minutes) until instant-
read thermometer inserted horizontally into 
center registers 160 F, turning occasionally. 
(Cooking times are for fresh or thoroughly 
thawed ground beef. Ground beef should be 
cooked to an internal temperature of 160 F. 
Color is not a reliable indicator of ground beef 
doneness.)
 Meanwhile, prepare Texas Toast according 
to package directions. Cut each piece of toast 
in half. Fresh Texas toast, buttered, may be 
used instead of frozen product.
For each sandwich, spread 1 tablespoon bar-
becue sauce over one toast half. Top with 
burger, another tablespoon sauce and okra 
slices. Close sandwich. 
 Cook’s Tip: Dill pickle chips or pickled jala-
peño peppers may be substituted for pickled 
okra.

Burger season gets fired-up
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Sharon@FrontRoyalAgents.com     Licensed in Va & WV

Bringing you HOME to the Beautiful Shenandoah Valley

Sharon Cales, Realtor®
Facebook.com/SharonCalesRealtor
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235 South Street
Front Royal, VA 22630

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
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Matt Fauver who both report to 
REC’s office in Front Royal were 
among those working a bit differ-
ently over the past few months.
 The linemen have walked miles 
of rights of way. They have driven 
four-wheelers through rugged, of-
ten rocky terrain. And they have 
deployed unmanned aerial devic-
es to inspect miles of power lines 
and rights-of-way that would typ-
ically take much longer to cover. A 
lot of the territory they inspected 
included mountainsides, with 
steep inclines.
 “Re-deploying select line work-
ers furthered three critical goals 
for REC: safety, reliability and 
the implementation of new tech-
nology to better serve member-
owners,” said John D. Hewa, REC 
president and CEO. “Even in these 

challenging times, our crews con-
tinue to focus on providing reli-
able electric service. That focus 
will never change.”
 One key area the linemen have 
focused on includes trees out-
side the traditional right-of-way. 
Partnering with REC’s already 
robust Vegetation Management 
department, the linemen have 
helped find dead, diseased and 
dying trees that could potentially 
fall onto power lines and related 
equipment. In an effort to im-
prove reliability, REC now looks 
for potential hazard trees up to 25 
feet outside of the right of way.
 “It saves so much time, because 
otherwise you are going on foot 
or calling for someone to get a 
four-wheeler,” Michael said of the 
drones. “It gives you the chance to 

get a birds-eye view of the prob-
lem as opposed to looking up 
from the ground. I’d say it cuts the 
time in half.”
 As linemen inspected the rights 
of way, tree-trimming crews 
would come in behind them to 
trim or take down the hazard 
trees, which are marked with red 
tape. While the work has focused 
on prevention, the projects will 
also help with outage restoration.

Dr. Devin Flaherty, Valley Health 
Surgical Oncology

Valley Health Cancer Center 
earns rectal cancer program 

accreditation

 WMC program is first in tri-
state region to meet rigorous stan-
dards
 The Valley Health Cancer Cen-
ter at Winchester Medical Center 
has earned a three-year accredita-
tion from the National Accredita-
tion Program for Rectal Cancer 
(NAPRC), a quality program of 
the American College of Sur-
geons. Winchester Medical Cen-
ter (WMC) is the first hospital in 
the tri-state area, and one of only 
23 in the nation, to receive this ac-
creditation to date.
 To achieve voluntary NAPRC 
accreditation, a rectal cancer cen-
ter must demonstrate compliance 
with the NAPRC standards ad-
dressing program management, 
clinical services, and quality im-
provement. Centers are required 
to have a multidisciplinary rectal 
cancer team that includes clinical 
representatives from surgery, pa-
thology, radiology, radiation on-
cology, and medical oncology. 
 Additionally, the WMC pro-
gram met standards addressing 
the clinical services it provides, 
including Carcinoembryonic An-
tigen (CEA) testing, Magnetic 
Resonance Imaging (MRI), and 
Computerized Tomography (CT) 
for cancer staging, which offer im-
portant data for timely treatment 
planning. 
 “We’re proud to be among a 
small number of rectal cancer 
programs in the country that have 
earned accreditation because it 
speaks volumes about the quality 

of care our patients receive,” said 
Devin Flaherty, DO, PhD, FACOS, 
FACS, Medical Director, Valley 
Health Surgical Oncology, and 
current program director of Valley 
Health’s rectal cancer program. 
“This was a very rigorous accredi-
tation process. Our achievement 
reflects the work, collaboration 
and commitment to excellence of 
the entire multidisciplinary rectal 
cancer team.” 
 Accreditation by the NAPRC is 
granted only to those programs 
that are committed to providing 
the best possible care to patients 
with rectal cancer. The NAPRC 
provides the structure and re-

sources to develop and operate a 
high-quality rectal center, and ac-
credited programs follow a model 
to ensure multidisciplinary, inte-
grated, comprehensive rectal can-
cer services.
 Most adults are aware of colon 
and rectal cancer and the recom-
mendation to start screening by 
having an initial colonoscopy at 
age 45, Flaherty explained. “But 
while colonoscopy is the first 
step in diagnosis, the rectum is a 
unique organ, and the overall ap-
proach toward rectal cancer is dif-
ferent than that of colon cancer. 
Its staging and treatment are more 
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Shenandoah Valley Golf Club
134 Golf Club Circle, Front Royal, VA 22630

– Menu –
Carving Stations

Beef Tenderloin,
Honey Glazed Ham,

Horseradish Cream, Blueberry Mustard,
Smoked Salmon

Toast Points, Diced Egg, Capers, Red Onion

Entrees
Chicken & Waffles with Spicy Honey Homemade

Crab Cakes with Sundried Tomato Rémoulade
Chicken Ala King topped with Biscuits

Egg Strata

Carving Station Sides
Roasted Asparagus

Bacon Brussel Sprouts with Candied Pecans
Cucumber and Tomato Salad,

Farrow Salad,
Wild Rice Stuffing with Sage Sausage

Breakfast Potatoes,

Fruit and Pastries
Assorted Danishes and Scones
Fruit Platter Yogurt and berries

Bottomless Mimosas

$45 + tax per adult | $25 + tax for children 12 and under
By Reservation Only (Limited Seating)

Contact 540-635-3588 Ext. 13
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Rental Available In Front Royal: 2 BR/2BA Apartment
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Living, Laundry 
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Opportunity. Call 
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complex, and recovery is differ-
ent, too. Caring for these patients 
draws on the expertise of a dedi-
cated, multidisciplinary team.” 
 “Earning NAPRC accredita-
tion means that our patients can 
expect the very best in care that 
meets the highest national stan-
dards in the care of rectal cancer,” 
said Larry Ponce, FACHE, Cor-
porate Director, Oncology. “This 

awesome achievement is the re-
sult of the team’s dedication and 
efforts to develop a comprehen-
sive program.”
 Rectal cancer programs accred-
ited by the NAPRC undergo a site 
visit every three years and are also 
accredited by the American Col-
lege of Surgeons Commission on 
Cancer.  
 This year, the American Can-
cer Society estimates, more than 

45,000 new cases of rectal cancer 
will be diagnosed in the U.S. Rec-
tal cancer is most treatable the 
earlier it is detected. Consult your 
provider if you are experiencing 
bleeding, discomfort or a change 
in bowel movements. 
 For more information on 
colorectal cancer services at 
Valley Health, visit www.valley-
healthlink.com/colorectalcancer

Deputy Chief Amanda Behan

Winchester PD: Deputy Chief 
Amanda Behan

 Winchester Police Chief John 

Piper is pleased to announce the 
promotion of Captain Amanda 
Behan to the rank of Deputy Chief 
of Police.
 Deputy Chief Behan began her 
law enforcement career with the 
Winchester Police Department 
(WPD) in 2001. Before taking her 
first leadership role in 2007 as a 
Sergeant, Behan’s assignments in-
cluded being a patrol officer and 
a detective for the Northwest Re-
gional Drug Task Force and Gen-
eral Investigations Unit. In De-
cember 2009, she was promoted 
to Lieutenant and served in the 
Administration Division, Patrol 
Division, and Office of Profession-
al Standards. As Lieutenant of the 
Office of Professional Standards, 
she focused on the Department’s 
community outreach programs, 
policy re-development, media 
relations, recruitment, hiring, ac-
creditation, and internal investi-
gations. 

 In 2020, Deputy Chief Behan 
was promoted by Chief Piper to 
the rank of Captain and assigned 
to the Criminal Investigation Di-
vision, where she commanded the 
General Investigations and Spe-
cial Investigations Units as well as 
the Crime Analysis Program.
 As part of a Department reorga-
nization, Deputy Chief Behan will 
be assigned as the Deputy Chief 
of Police for Operations, oversee-
ing the Patrol Division, Criminal 
Investigations Division, Crime 
Analysis Program, and other spe-
cialized Departmental functions 
that include the School Resource 
Officers, Special Weapons and 
Tactics Team, Civil Disturbance 
Unit, and the K9 Program.
 Deputy Chief Behan becomes 
just the second woman to rise to 
the rank of Deputy Chief of Police 
in the nearly 200-year history of 
the Winchester Police Depart-
ment, following the trail blazed by 

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Large, flightless birds
 5. Lifts and moves heavy objects
10. Hyundai sedan
12. Wear away by erosion
14. Arranged alphabetically
16. Top prosecutor
18. __-de-sac: Short dead-end street
19. Digital audiotape
20. Linguistics pioneer
22. Singer DiFranco
23. Arms of the sea
25. Near-reach weapon (abbr.)
26. Ballplayer’s accessory
27. You get one at the beach
28. U.S. founding father
30. W. Australia indigenous people
31. Amounts of time
33. Put on the shelf
35. Russian dynasty member
37. City along the Elbe River
38. A peninsula between the Red Sea and 
the Persian Gulf
40. Actor Damon
41. __ King Cole, musician
42. Company that rings receipts
44. Scatter
45. Basics
48. Part of a door
50. Indicates silence
52. Moved quickly on foot
53. Monetary units
55. A place to crash
56. Many subconsciousses
57. Group of countries
58. About line of latitude
63. Female follower of Bacchus
65. A dentist can treat it
66. Dull brown fabrics
67. Int’l nonprofit

CLUES DOWN
 1. Midway between northeast and east
 2. Partner to cheese
 3. One from Utah
 4. A way to move
 5. Playing cards
 6. Baseball stat
 7. Long river in western Asia
 8. Grandmothers
 9. Entertainment legend Sullivan
10. Steam bath room
11. One who kills
13. Food
15. Swiss river
17. Fleet
18. Taxi
21. Working class
23. More (Spanish)
24. High schoolers’ test
27. Large heavily built goat antelope
29. Murdered in his bathtub
32. Tease good-naturedly
34. Morsel
35. Cause persistent resentment
36. A radioactive element
39. Perform in a play
40. Witty remark: Bon __
43. A great place to kayak
44. Conclude by reasoning
46. In an unfavorable way
47. Complex of nerve tissues (abbr.)
49. Machine for making paper
51. Feline
54. Yugo’s hatchback
59. Check
60. Press against lightly
61. Wind-pollinated plants
62. __compoop
64. Commercial
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Deputy Chief Kelly Rice, who will 
now be assigned as the Deputy 
Chief of Police for Administra-
tion.
 Deputy Chief Behan is most 
proud of her role as a wife and 
mother to a 15-year-old son and 
11-year-old daughter. She is an 
active community member and 
volunteers in many capacities, 
including as a coach for Freder-
ick County Parks and Recreation. 
Deputy Chief Behan’s education 
includes an Associate in Applied 
Science Degree in Paralegal Stud-
ies and a Bachelor of Science De-
gree in Criminal Justice with a 
concentration in Business Man-
agement. She will graduate this 
spring with a Master of Arts De-
gree in Executive Leadership.

VSU scientists granted more 
than half a million dollars to 
study the health benefits of 

ginger

 Researchers at Virginia State 

University (VSU) are expanding 
their study on the health benefits 
of ginger in combating obesity 
and other chronic diseases with a
$600,000 grant from the USDA 
National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture (NIFA).
 The grant was recently award-
ed to Dr. Rafat Siddiqui, proj-
ect director and scientist at the 
Agricultural Research Station 
at VSU. “We are grateful for the 
funding which will help expand 
on our initial research that shows 
that certain micronutrients and 
antioxidants in ginger have im-
portant health benefits for fight-
ing diseases,” Siddiqui said. “Our 
early findings showed that “baby 
ginger” that is locally grown and 
harvested while young has two to 
three times more anti-oxidation 
activity than mature ginger found 

in most grocery stores. The more 
antioxidants mean the higher the 
health benefits.”
 Obesity is a growing problem 
in the United States, and accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease 
Control, 42.4% of U.S. adults from 
age 20 to over 60 were considered 
obese in a 2017-2018 study. Obe-
sity also puts people at risk for 
other diseases, and places them at 
higher risk of having negative out-

comes from the COVID-19 virus.
 “Our study will serve as an inno-
vative model with a translational 
approach that links farm produc-
tion and laboratory research in or-
der to benefit farmers, healthcare 
workers and consumers,” Siddiqui 
said.
 The funding will help VSU re-
searchers build capacity to explore 
what varieties of ginger have the 
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most medicinal benefits and how 
Virginia farmers can cultivate this 
potentially profitable, niche crop. 
Scientific data from the study will 
provide evidence-based infor-
mation about the health benefits 
of ginger to farmers, healthcare 
workers and consumers.
 The study addresses two key 
NIFA priority areas identified 
in the 2018 Farm Bill: “human 
health, obesity as it relates to nu-
trition and human sciences” as 
well as “Rural communities for the 
21st century,” an effort to expand 
opportunities for small businesses 
and small farms.
 Siddiqui will collaborate on the 
project with Dr. Reza Rafie, hor-
ticulture Cooperative Extension 
specialist, and Dr. Theresa Nartea, 
marketing and agribusiness Co-
operative Extension specialist, at 
Virginia State University and also 
with Dr. Victoria Volkis, natural 
science associate professor, at the 
University at Maryland-Eastern 
Shore. The three-year study runs 
through March 2024.

Virginia public colleges can 
mandate COVID vaccines, 

attorney general says

By Hunter Britt
Capital News Service

 RICHMOND, Va. -- Virginia 

colleges are beginning to an-
nounce mandatory fall COVID-19 
vaccine policies following the 
state attorney general’s opinion 
that higher education institutes 
can require the vaccine. 
 Virginia public colleges and 
universities can mandate the CO-
VID-19 vaccine for faculty and 
students returning to campus this 
fall, Attorney General Mark Her-
ring stated in late April. 
 “Virginia’s college and univer-
sity students deserve the chance 
to go to classes in-person and 
take advantage of all that their 
schools have to offer, but over the 
past year we have seen numerous 
COVID outbreaks on school cam-
puses, so we must make sure that 
they are doing so with the health 
and safety of their peers and com-
munities in mind,” Herring stated.
 School leaders questioned the 
legality of mandating the CO-
VID-19 vaccine because the 
vaccine is currently authorized 
for emergency use. That means 
people must be given the choice 
to take it and be informed of the 
consequences if they don’t, Lisa 
Lee, professor of public health at 
Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, told 
Capital News Service before Her-
ring issued his statement.
 Currently, Virginia colleges 

request documentation that a 
student was vaccinated against 
diphtheria, tetanus, poliomyelitis, 
measles and mumps.
 At least three Virginia-based 
private universities will require 
the vaccine for students and em-
ployees returning to campus in 
the fall. Hampton, Mary Bald-
win, and Virginia Wesleyan uni-
versities updated their policies 
mandating the vaccine. Hampton 
made its decision weeks before 
the attorney general issued the 
opinion.
 Michael Porter, a spokesper-
son for Richmond-based Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University, 
stated in an email that VCU still 
does not require the COVID-19 
vaccine for returning students. 
The university is “reviewing the 

Attorney General’s guidance” as it 
plans for the upcoming semester.
 The University of Virginia in 
Charlottesville recently released 
a statement acknowledging Her-
ring’s opinion but has not yet up-
dated its policy.
 Virginia Tech is still deliberat-
ing whether to require the COV-
ID-19 vaccine, university spokes-
person Mark Owczarski stated in 
an email. Once a decision is made, 
the university will communicate it 
to students and staff.
 The College of William & Mary 
in Williamsburg recently told stu-
dents and staff to expect an up-
date on mandatory vaccination in 
mid-May. The college encouraged 
students, faculty and staff to be 
vaccinated if possible.
 George Mason University in 

Fairfax is considering whether 
to require the vaccine, the uni-
versity said in a mid-April state-
ment posted before Herring’s an-
nouncement. Mason encouraged 
students to get the vaccine and ask 
their health care provider if they 
had questions. 
 Bri Bittenbender, a criminal jus-
tice major at VCU, said Virginia 
schools need to enforce the CO-
VID-19 vaccine if things are ever 
going to return to normal.
 “I think it could provide a level 
of safety for students going back 
to in-person classes,” she said. 
“But if the schools don’t enforce 
it, then we’re stuck where we are 
now.”
 Bittenbender is not alone, as 
many college students across Vir-
ginia feel the same way. Isabella 
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Chalfant, a William & Mary stu-
dent majoring in environmental 
law and art history, said that aver-
sion to the vaccine from a political 
standpoint is “imbecilic.”
 “The most important thing 
about the vaccine is being able to 
protect the people you love,” she 
said. “When I finally got the email 
to make my appointment, I cried 
because it meant that I didn’t have 
to be scared to live my life any-
more.” 
 Chalfant said she prioritized 
the vaccine to protect her mother 

who is considered high risk.
 “I can also protect my family, 
because my mom has underlying 
conditions,” she said. “It is ex-
tremely important for me and for 
my family to protect her.”
 While there are many college 
students across Virginia who sup-
port requiring the vaccine, there 
are others who are uncertain. Kai-
tlyn Whitehead, a health sciences 
major at James Madison Univer-
sity in Harrisonburg, said giving 
colleges leeway to make the vac-
cine mandatory is “not a positive 

thing.”
 “I believe that, just like anything 
else, that there should be a choice,” 
she said. 
 Whitehead said that since the 
flu vaccine isn’t mandated at Vir-
ginia colleges, then the COVID-19 
vaccine shouldn’t be either. She 
said the flu and COVID-19 both 
kill many people, but only the lat-
ter vaccine is being mandated.
 It’s also too early to tell if the 
vaccine is effective, Whitehead 
said. Initial trials have found all 
COVID-19 vaccines are effective 
to varying degrees, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention.
 Emily Porter, a student major-
ing in media studies and Chinese 
at the University of Virginia in 
Charlottesville, said there is sup-
port for the vaccine among U.Va. 
students, but some students op-
pose it.
 “The student population is 
largely liberal, though I would say 
there are contrarians and conser-
vatives who might have an issue,” 
she said. “As a proportion of the 
student population, the latter is 
much less. I would also guess that 
the majority of the faculty and 
staff would also be in support of 

it.”
 Emily Porter supports the vac-
cine and believes it to be a “won-
derful feat of science.”
 “There will definitely have to be 
some developments, especially 
with the new strains and every-
thing like that,” she said. “But 
overall, I think it’s incredible, and 
I had no problem getting it.”
 Capital News Service is a pro-
gram of Virginia Commonwealth 
University’s Robertson School of 
Media and Culture. Students in 
the program provide state govern-
ment coverage for a variety of me-
dia outlets in Virginia.
– news@warrencountyreport.com
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A+J’s Lawn Care

We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174

• Mowing
• Weedeating
• Leaf Blowing
• Low Rates!

Sadie our sweet 9 yr old 
senior pit mix is so curi-
ous as to why her wish 
hasn’t come true. She’s 
a sweet and gentle girl 
with a little bit of spunk 
but also a lot of couch 
potato looking for a calm 
place to live the good life 
during her sweet golden 
years. She’s spayed, mi-
crochipped, utd on vac-
cines and 4DX tested!

Cletus is a gorgeous 
3 yr old Brindle Cane 
Corso/Bull Mastiff 
mix. He takes a bit to 
warm up to strangers 
but once he does look 
out for the slobbery 
kisses!  This hand-
some goofball will 
literally stand behind 
you and peep around 
at anything he is un-

sure of. Cletus is utd on vaccines,neutered, mi-
crochipped, 4DX tested.

With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. 
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!

Humane Society of Warren CountyHumane Society of Warren County
HSWC is hosting a brand new event on May 22nd, join HSWC is hosting a brand new event on May 22nd, join 
us for our Rough, Tough and Scruffy River Weekend! us for our Rough, Tough and Scruffy River Weekend! 
We will be ringing in canoe season with a fun filled day We will be ringing in canoe season with a fun filled day 
on the river in Bentonville, VA. We will have live music, on the river in Bentonville, VA. We will have live music, 
canoe racing, food trucks, beer vendors, axe throwing canoe racing, food trucks, beer vendors, axe throwing 
and more! We are currently looking for more vendors and more! We are currently looking for more vendors 
who would like to set up at the event, feel free to give who would like to set up at the event, feel free to give 
Meghan a call at 540-635-4734 for more information!Meghan a call at 540-635-4734 for more information!
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Cletus’s ad sponsored by:

Bentonville, VA • 636-2671
hillbillysjunkyard.com

Hillbilly’s Junkyard
Hillbilly has what you NEED!
4381 Stonewall Jackson Hwy

Luna is a stunning 
2 yr old Catahoula 
Leopard Dog. Spayed, 
utd on vaccines, mi-
crochipped and 4DX 
tested. Looney Luna 
will definitely need 
an active home that 
will provide her with 
lots of exercise. Ca-
tahoula’s are very 

energetic&love to stay active but also very loyal to 
their humans. Make an appointment to bring your 
current Dog(s) to our facility for a meet and greet.

Precious the beautiful Dilute 
Brindle Pit mix is a true PAW-Cas-
so at only 1 yr.old, look at that tal-
ent!  She’s unsure of new people 
due to a previous home that she 
was believed to have been mis-

treated in. So the staff have been hard at work 
with socialization and she has come a very long 
way with everyone at the shelter, although our 
perfect little Precious is starting to get discour-
aged by the fact that no one has come forward 
and really committed to taking the time to gain 
her trust. Could you be the one for Precious?

During this pandemic winter, when people seem 
to need family and pets more than ever, Spay 
Today is here to support.  Spay Today’s our area’s 
non-profit, reduced-priced spay and neuter clinic.  
CHOOSE from MANY vets over a WIDE area! At the 
time of surgery, initial shots and tests can also be 
obtained at lower rates.

Contact Spay Today:  
www.spay-today.org 
or call 304-728-8330

A+J’s Lawn Care

• Leaf Blowing • Mowing
• Weedeating • Low Rates!
We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174

New
Beginnings
Community
Greetings

“Introducing Your Business to 
New Homeowners in our Community”

P.O. Box 1025 • Front Royal VA  22630

540-635-8660

Mowing and 
Landscaping

Great Rates   •   Quality Service

Serving the Shenandoah Valley 
& Outlying Areas for over 15 years

Conway Lawn Care, LLC

540-975-2313

$10 Nail Trim • Cats Welcome

540-622-8085
www.ShearElegancePetBoutique.com

918 John Marshall Hwy, Front Royal (in front of UPS)

Lobby is NOW Open!! 
Please visit us

or check out our Facebook page!

Shear Elegance Pet Boutique

enrolling Ages 2 - 
Kindergarten

1600 John Marshall Hwy  ≈  Front Royal, VA 22630  ≈  www.dlcs1.com  ≈  (540) 636-9595

HeatherHeather
FurrFurr

NOW LOCATED AT
BE.YOU.TIFUL SALON!

413B South Street
Front Royal

Master Barber/BeauticianMaster Barber/Beautician
Cell: 540-692-5503
Shop: 540-636-3300
or contact via FB!
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540-678-1791
www.MalloyToyota.com

400 Weems Lane
Winchester, VA 22601

MT1503 - Certifi ed Pre-Owned 2020 Toyota 
4Runner SR5 SUV, 24k, 4x4, Accident Free 1 
Owner Carfax, Tow Pkg, Bluetooth - $39,247

TM0047A - 2017 Mazda Mazda CX-9 Touring SUV, 
92k, AWD, Accident Free 1 Owner Carfax, Heated 
Leather Seats, Bluetooth, Bkup Cam - $21,797

TM0182C - 2018 Chevrolet Cruze LT Hatchback, 
42k, FWD, Accident Free 1 Owner Carfax, Keyless 
Entry, Cruise Ctrl, Bluetooth, Camera - $13,297

TM0301A - 2020 Chevrolet Trax Premier SUV, 8k, 
AWD, Accident Free Carfax, Heated Leather Seats, 
Power Sunroof, XM Radio, BOSE - $20,747

TM0391A - 2019 Toyota RAV4 Hybrid Limited 
SUV, 72k, AWD, Accident Free 1 Owner Carfax, 
Navigation, Pwr Sunroof, Heated Lthr - $29,247

TM0396A - Certifi ed Pre-Owned 2021 Toyota 
Highlander L SUV, AWD, Accident Free 1 Owner 
Carfax, XM Radio, Pwr Driver Seat - $32,497

TM0700A - 2020 BMW X5 M50i SAV, 13k, xDrive All 
Wheel, Accident Free 1 Owner Carfax, Navigation, 
Heated Leather Seats, Remote Start - $75,347

TM0722D - 2016 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT 
Truck Double Cab, 78k, 4x4, Accident Free Carfax, 
Heated Seats, Keyless Entry, Tow Pkg - $29,297

*Prices are plus taxes, tags and $799 processing fee.

TM0753A - 2017 Nissan Murano S SUV, 99k, AWD, 
Local Trade, XM Radio, Backup Cam, Bluetooth, 
Cruise Ctrl, Dual Climate Control - $16,147

TM0813A - 2016 Kia Sedona L Van, 116k, FWD, 
1 Owner Carfax, Remote Keyless Entry, Cruise 
Control, XM Radio, USB & Aux Port - $11,347

TM0846F - 2020 Toyota Tundra SR5 Truck 
CrewMax, 14k, 4x4, Accident Free 1 Owner Carfax, 
Upgrade Pkg, FOX Lift, Tow Pkg - $48,347

TM0854A - 2015 Chevrolet Suburban 1500 LT SUV, 
127k, 4WD, Accident Free Carfax, Navigation, 
Heated Leather Seats, Tow Package - $25,747

TM0857A - 2015 Toyota 4Runner SR5 Premium 
SUV, 61k, 4x4, Accident Free 1 Owner Carfax, 
Navigation, Heated Leather Seats - $30,997

TM0911A - 2016 Kia Sportage LX SUV, 111k, AWD, 
Accident Free 1 Owner Carfax, Keyless Entry, 
Power Windows & Locks, Cruise - $11,997

TM0936A - 2019 Dodge Durango SXT Plus SUV, 
16k, AWD, Accident Free 1 Owner Carfax, Heated 
Seats & Steering Wheel, Pwr Liftgate - $30,797

CM0165A - 2010 Toyota Venza Base Crossover, 
94k, AWD, Accident Free Carfax, Navigation, 
Heated Leather Seats, Pwr Sunroof - $14,147

CM0041A - 2018 Ford Escape SE SUV, 42k, 4WD, 
Local Trade, Heated Seats, Dual Climate Control, 
Steering Wheel Mounted Audio Ctrl - $16,997

CM0131C - 2017 Kia Forte EX Sedan, 35k, FWD, 
Accident Free 1 Owner Carfax, Heated Leather 
Seats, XM Radio, Keyless Entry - $12,797

CM0358A - 2018 Hyundai Elantra GT Base 
Hatchback, 33k, FWD, Accident Free 1 Owner 
Carfax, Keyless Entry, Bluetooth - $15,197

CM0380A - 2017 Hyundai Santa Fe SE SUV, 78k, 
AWD, Accident Free 1 Owner Carfax, Keyless 
Entry, Backup Cam, Bluetooth - $18,297

Check out Jay’s HOT Deals!!Check out Jay’s HOT Deals!!


