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By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 Maybe folks are familiar with 
the song, “When the Swallows 
Come Back to Capistrano” (an 

oldie sung by Pat Boone) about 
the yearly festive event that takes 
place in a California mission when 
fl ocks of cliff  swallows come back 
from Argentina toward the end of 
March.

 Here in other parts of the U.S., 
the swallows known as purple 
martins also return from their 
winter home in Brazil toward the 
end of March to mate and build 
nests. And specifi c to this story, 
they arrive at the Stephens City 
Autumn Glen Homeowners As-
sociation Stone Hall Common 
Center. 
 And residents there are ready 
for them.
 Since 2002, when several of the 
168 homeowners erected three 
“condominiums” with single dou-
ble, and triple stories for the birds, 
a yearly event takes place at which 
several dedicated members meet 
to put them and seven more, back 
up on 15 ft. poles after they’ve 
been stored for the winter.
 “Former Autumn Glen’s board 
member, Karl Snyder, guided a 
new volunteer team through the 
set-up of 10 bird condominiums 
on the community’s Stone Hall 
Common Center in Stephens City 
on Saturday afternoon, March 21,” 
said association vice-president 
Mark Gunderman.” 
 And, according to Karl, the 
houses, all located on common 
ground, go up around the middle 
of March and are checked for non-
martin nests twice between then 
and mid-April. Soon after that, 
the martins have typically begun 
their own nests and can manage 
on their own. Th e 40 nesting pairs 
of martins leave by mid-Septem-
ber and the houses can then be 
taken down, cleaned, stored and 
tarped.
 And he told the story of how he 
got involved.
 “Seven years ago, when my wife 

and I moved in, we saw purple 
martin houses in the storage area 
there at Stone Hall. Th ere was 
someone else who had been hired 
to take them down, but fi ve years 
ago, they were not able to put 
them up, so I volunteered to take 
care of them,” he said. “It was by 
default, because I had experience 
with them.”
 His brother had built a purple 
martin house when Karl was in 
junior high school, and so he 
knew when they needed to be put 
up and cleaned out. He said there 

were eight houses spaced out in 
the community and he, along with 
a few others took care of them un-
til last year. Now more houses are 
spread throughout the commu-
nity, with three behind the Stone 
Hall Community Center. 
 But he’s moving away from the 
area, so he asked Mark to get a 
new crew together, and fortunate-
ly there were more willing volun-
teers to care for them.
 “Th e martins aren’t easy to miss. 
Th ey fl y around chirping and 
make a happy burbling type of 
sound,” Karl said. “I was fortunate 
to be in the right place at the right 
time to take care of all of them. I 
was glad to do it. It’s been interest-
ing and I haven’t minded.”
 And further information and 
comments from the community’s 
newsletter show how they origi-
nally attracted the martins.
 “Th e fi rst three houses were 
installed around the storm wa-
ter fi elds in the area near Stone 
Hall, one adjacent to the large 
storm water fi eld, one close to the 
storm water pond on Spanish Oak 
Road and a third between Evelyn 
Wyrick’s and the Majhers’ houses 
on Lynn Drive,” said Jim Stephens, 
former board member. “Martins 

Purple martin swallows come back to Stephens City
Members of a local homeowners’ association are dedicated to maintaining a relaxing bird/people experience

These are purple martin nest boxes seen in Griggsville, Illinois, which is 
known as purple martin  capital of the world. Photo courtesy of Kepper66

This a photo of a male purple martin. Photo courtesy of JJ Cadiz.
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were the soldiers that kept the 
mosquito population under con-
trol without having to use insecti-
cides. They are a beautiful sight to 
see and knowing that these birds 
are earning their rent each and 
every season, I am glad there are 
now more houses and an increase 
in the martin population soaring 
in the sky over our community.”
 And Anita Harris, who is also 
a former board member, received 
approval in 2014 to purchase four 
more houses and had them in-
stalled.
 She said she is pleased that the 
HOA has since added two more in 
2018 and increased the bird house 
total to ten.
 “Martins are great birds to have 
in the community and we should 
do all that we can to make them 
welcome here. Love to watch their 
acrobatics in the air and the little 
ones learning to fly,” Anita added.    
 Mark wrote a history of the 
community’s past involvement in 
attracting the martins.
 “Billy Stone served as Autumn 

Glen HOA’s first president and 
was apparently a great avian en-
thusiast. During his tenure on the 
HOA board, Billy solicited a group 
of other homeowners to help set-
up bird houses for a colony of pur-
ple martins. The volunteers would 
periodically check them for com-
petitor nests in spring and then in 
the fall, clean, store and tarp the 
houses,” he wrote.
 The competitor nests are con-
structed by invader birds like 
European starlings and English 

house sparrows that were first in-
troduced in the U.S. in the 1800s. 
They nest in the boxes before the 
purple martins come back, and 
will kill the returning birds, so the 
human team has to take out the 
invaders’ houses and nests. 
 Once their nests are torn out, 
they won’t come back, so all will 
be ready for the purple martins to 
move in. 
 When the adult Martins come 
back, they socialize and find 
mates, then it takes about four 
to six weeks until they build their 
nests.
 This year, the team planned to 
inspect the houses  on April 4 or 
April 11.
 In late August, the hatchlings 
will have gone back to their win-
ter home, and in September, the 
houses are taken down and power 
washed, then the process starts 
over the next year in March.
 According to Wikipedia, “Pur-
ple martins have developed an as-
sociation with humans over time 
and benefit from living in close 
proximity to them. Through years 
of generational imprinting and 
nesting the eastern species has 
made a complete transition from 
nesting in the wild to relying on 

human-provided nesting sites. 
If they are successful in raising a 
brood, the birds will often return 
to the same site to nest year after 
year.
 “Native American tribes such as 
Cherokee, Chickasaw  and  Choc-
taw  were known to have hollowed 
out gourds in the pre-colonial era 
so that adult birds would build 
nests and then feed thousands of 
insects to their young each day. 
These insects would otherwise 
have been eating their crops. In 
1808,  many people were observed 

hanging gourds for martins on 
stripped saplings near their cab-
ins, as were African Americans 
on long canes on the banks of the 
Mississippi. 
 “Continual maintenance and 
protection are required, as Eu-
ropean starlings and house spar-
rows compete with martins as 
cavity-nesters and will fight with 
martins over nest sites. Thus, un-
monitored purple martin houses 
are often overtaken by more ag-
gressive, non-native species.
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This is the Autumn Glen Bird House Management Team, who oversees and 
cares for the purple martins who visit their community every year. They 
are from left to right:  Mark Watson,  Mike Crawford, Phil Simpson, Natalie 
Watson, Karl Snyder, Herb Sturm and  Regina Schowalter. Photo courtesy 
of Mark Gunderman

This an example of a female purple martin. Photo courtesy of Shanthanu 
Bhardwaj
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 “Purple martin proponents are 
motivated by the concern that the 
purple martin would likely vanish 
from eastern North America were 
it not for this assistance.”
 When colonists came here from 
Europe, they carried on with this 
practice because they saw how 
useful the birds were.
 And according to various other 
sources supplied by Mark, “Purple 
martins are the largest member 
of the swallow family in North 

America, averaging six to eight 
inches in height, with a wingspan 
from 14 to 16 inches. The females 
are mainly brown with a grayish-
white underbelly.
 “The adult males are the real 
showstoppers. They are irides-
cent, dark-blue purple overall 
with brown-black wings and tail, 
making them one of the showiest 
birds in Virginia.”
 But their existence depends 
very much on the help provided 
by humans.
 They are chased by hawks dur-
ing the day, owls prowling at night 
as well as fighting European in-
vaders in nesting sites if the nests 
are not cleaned out by people, ac-
cording to his sources.  
 Also, they do not mind humans 
looking into their nests, which 
makes this a relaxing bird/people 
maintenance experience. 
 And according to the HOA 
newsletter, “Martins only eat in-
sects — not seeds, worms, or gar-
den vegetables, and insects seem 

to disappear when martins are in 
the neighborhood so they either 
get eaten or leave the area. Insec-
ticides are not necessary when 
birds are eating insects.”
 So, the residents of Autumn 
Glen are invested in taking good 
care of the birds.
 The martins have specific re-
quirements. 
 They need to have a space of 

50 feet in diameter or more, free 
of trees, structures and other bird 
houses,” they say. “If we do not 
have a big enough open space, the 
martins will not nest on our prop-
erty. They also need a fresh water 
source near the nesting site.”
 “It usually takes three volunteers 
to maintain the colony and a truck 
to haul the houses. Phil Simpson 
is interested in helping and vol-

unteers the use of his truck for 
transporting. Frank Litavec and 
Jack Turner have supported this 
effort in the past. Regina Schow-
alter, Natalie and Mark Watson, 
Herb Sturm   and Mike Crawford 
are new volunteers who desire to 
continue our legacy of encourag-
ing a healthy Purple Martin colo-
ny,” Mark concluded.

– carol@areaguides.com
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Tough Shenandoah Valley folks affirm, “We will get through this”
The power of grit combats the smart and deadly virus causing a billion changes in our lives

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 Trees were just starting to leaf 
out in late March and early April, 

flowers blooming, sun shining 
and spring coming as it does every 
year as usual, except that this year, 
a very smart and deadly virus is 
causing a billion different changes 

in everyone’s life.
 But for Appalachian and 
Shenandoah Valley people, it is 
again offering the chance to show 
the innate toughness, goodness 
and humor that lives inside them.
 The week after the President 
declared a National Emergency 
to combat the new coronavirus, 
comments in local grocery and 
retail stores revealed how people 
were reacting to the news.
 It was still early days and the 
full gravity of the situation hadn’t 
quite hit yet. 
 People were trying to stock up 
for a possible quarantine and/or 
orders to stay home.
 In the first few weeks schools 
had not closed yet, restaurants 
were still open and there was a 
general sense of semi-relaxed an-
ticipation but with a readiness to 
face what would come next.
 A more major reaction came 
the next week when people 
cleared out shelves of some basic 
items like flour, beans, meat and 
the very important toilet paper.
 The following kinds of con-
versations were heard in grocery 
stores.
 In Walmart, a person working 
in the pharmacy was telling an in-
sistent customer on the phone, “I 
can’t get that for you, because they 
are not sending it to us.” The agi-
tated person on the other end of 
the phone didn’t seem to under-
stand why.
 A harried-looking stock clerk 
in Walmart, when asked if people 
were panicking, said, “People are 
not panicking, but are freaking 

out over water.”  
 A guy overheard in the beer 
aisle was overheard talking to 
someone on his cell phone and 
told them he was, “Just here get-
ting the necessities.”
 Several men were on their 
cell phones talking to partners, 
friends and family.
 One of them said, “I said four 
times, ‘Mama, they’re out of it.” 
She also couldn’t believe it was 
happening.
 Another guy asking what size 
disposable diapers he needed to 
buy while shopping for someone 
else, kept saying, “They don’t have 
it.”
 The disbelief that stores could 
be out of things that were normal-
ly available, was new to everyone 
who had never experienced it in 
this country.
 Others were heard to take it 
with gallows humor.

 A girl in another beer aisle had 
this reaction to the looming crisis. 
She said, “Well, if it all goes down, 
I might as well be drunk.”
 One man said to his friend in 
Martin’s, “So next it’s the zom-
bies?
 “Yes, zombies are next,” re-
sponded his friend with a grin.
 Pretty much everyone was won-
dering what would come next.
 Some helpful information and 
humor came from comments on 
the local Facebook group “What’s 
Up Front Royal.”
 A person identified as, BNL, 
offered this information, “Atten-
tion friends! Martins has changed 
its flow of track in the store. The 
only entrance is the door closest 
to the traffic light and the only 
exit is the door closest to the 
ABC store and Generations. You 
will also note there are arrows on 
the floor pointing you the correct 
way down the aisles. Please follow 
these new directions to keep not 
only you and your family safe, but 
the associates as well. Thank you.”
 M T  responded with this plea, 
“Please follow the rules. My 
daughter works there, and I’m 

Audrey and Emma Skoglund have found a way to enjoy the spring weather 
on the trail that winds through the Happy Creek Arboretum in Front Royal. 
Walking and exercising is encouraged for folks who have been told to stay 
home and keep social distances.

This is the kind of mask used by plague doctors during the middle ages. 
The nose-case is filled with herbs and sweet-smelling flowers they be-
lieved would keep off the disease, The Black Death raged through Europe 
for three years during the 16th and 17th centuries. Fortunately, our masks 
have since been vastly improved. Courtesy of Paul Fürst: Public Domain.

This is a 3M N95 mask which filters out at least 95 percent of airborne 
particles. This mask is in high demand for first responders, those closest 
to patients who have contracted COVID-19.
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terrified for her every day. These 
workers sacrifice their lives and 
their families’ lives every day. 
Think of them as if they are your 
family!”
 And KM  had an idea how to 
enforce the rules. She said, “They 
need to reprogram that robot that 
runs around the store so that if 
you’re going the wrong way it runs 
in to you!”
 But while humor can be used 
to destress a scary situation, there 
are actual precautions and direc-
tives from government and health 
officials that should be followed 
during this unprecedented-in-
our-time crisis.
 Local government officials are 
holding meetings remotely and 
are working to keep up with min-

ute-by-minute changing informa-
tion and to relate it to everyone 
else.
 Many places that all of us re-
lied on to always be there for us, 
closed one by one.
 And the news came so much 
closer when as of 9:00 a.m. on 
Tuesday, April 8, 2020, there are 
eight (8) confirmed cases of CO-
VID-19 in Warren County.
 Instructions on what to do if 
facing this comes from Virginia 
Department of Health officials. 
They include the following:
 If you think that you (or a fam-
ily member) may be experiencing 
COVID-19 symptoms, residents 
are urged to NOT show up un-
announced at any local medical 
facility but instead contact a Pri-
mary Care Physician to discuss 

your symptoms.
 If you meet the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health screening criteria 
and require COVID-19 testing, 
you will be directed to the ap-
propriate local medical facility 
for treatment. If you have general 
questions regarding COVID-19, 
please call the Valley Health CO-
VID-19 community call line at 
(540) 536-0380, the Lord Fairfax 

Health District local call center 
at (540) 771-3992, or the Virgin-
ia Department of Health public 
information line at 1-877-ASK-
VDH3 (1-877-275-8343).
 As always, if you are experienc-
ing a true medical emergency, call 
911 or report to the closest hos-
pital’s emergency room for emer-
gent treatment.
 A new free service, SMART 

911, is being offered for those who 
want to streamline a possible CO-
VID-19-related call to 9-1-1 and 
first responders. 
 People are urged by town and 
county officials to sign up for 
SMART 911. 
 The following is from the War-
ren County Office of Emergency 
Management.
 By signing up for Smart911, in-
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Jeff Henry keeps up his spirits along with getting healthy exercise after a 
broken leg has him using a walker. He makes his way along the Eastham 
River Walk on a beautiful spring day.
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dividuals can help first responders 
get the key information they need 
about every person who may need 
assistance, not only during this 
outbreak, but during any emer-
gency.
 Individuals can create a 
Smart911 Safety Profile for their 
household at www.smart911.com 
or on a mobile device through the 
Smart911 app that provides criti-
cal medical information for those 
who may be at higher risk of de-
veloping a serious COVID-19 ill-
ness.
 As identified by the CDC, the 
vulnerable population includes 
older adults, and those with a 
history of chronic medical condi-
tions like heart disease, diabetes, 
lung disease, respiratory condi-
tions, and compromised immune 

systems.
 When an individual calls 9-1-1, 
his/her Smart911 Safety Profile 
is automatically displayed, allow-
ing public safety agencies to send 
emergency response teams to 
the right location with enhanced 
medical data. 
 Individuals can additionally 
self-identify if they are under 
quarantine, and whether it is self-
imposed or directed by a health 
professional. The Smart911 App 
allows quarantined individuals 
to receive check-in messages on 
their health status. 
 Smart911 also allows indi-
viduals  to sign up for alerts from 
Warren County and Town of 
Front Royal officials to receive 
reliable information about the 
ever-changing Coronavirus situa-

tion. Individuals who sign up will 
also receive tailored alerts based 
on their specific needs and geo-
graphic location. With enhanced 
Coronavirus awareness, individu-
als and first responders have vital 
information to take proper pre-
cautions.
 To sign up, visit www.smart911.
com or download the Smart911 
app to your mobile device through 
the Apple Store or Google Play. 
 Also, from the Warren County 
Office of Emergency Management 
comes these closures and direc-
tives.
• The use of Warren County’s 
parks is restricted to trails and 
outdoor spaces only.
• The Front Royal Golf Club is 
open to the general public. 
• During use of these areas, indi-

viduals must, at all times, main-
tain social distancing as described 
in the Governor’s Executive Order 
55 (Temporary Stay at Home Or-
der Due To Novel Cornonavirus 
– COVID-19). Effective immedi-
ately.
• All Warren County parks rest-
rooms, playgrounds and picnic 
shelters will be closed to the gen-
eral public.
• The Warren County Parks and 
Recreation community center, 
indoor and outdoor recreation 
facilities remain closed. Registra-
tion for classes and events is tem-
porarily disabled on our website.
• Events and organized activities 
are cancelled; this includes use by 
sports leagues. Equipment rental 
is not available at this time. The 
Warren County Parks and Recre-
ation Department offices remain 
open (but closed to the public) 
to field your related questions via 
phone at (540) 635-7750 or (540) 
635-1021 or via email at kzitzer@
warrencountyva.net.
• Following guidance from the 
CDC and recommendations from 
state and local public health in 
consultation with NPS Public 
Health Service officers, Shenan-
doah National Park is temporarily 
closed to ALL access now.
 This is a rapidly changing situ-
ation, and the most current in-
formation is available on the fol-
lowing websites: www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus or www.vdh.virginia.
gov/coronavirus/. Please consult 
www.vdh.virginia.gov/corona-
virus for the latest number of 
COVID-19 cases in Virginia. Ad-
ditionally, you can find local in-

formation on the Warren County 
COVID-19 website: https://www.
warrencountyva.net/coronavirus-
latest-information, the County of 
Warren, VA Facebook page, or the 
Town of Front Royal COVID-19 
website: https://www.frontroyal-
va.com/645/Covid-19-Local-Re-
sponse.
 And among all the overheard 
comments and conversations runs 
the thread of determination and 
encouragement that, “We will get 
through this.”

– carol@areaguides.com
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INDICTMENTS MARCH 2020—
January Term

Jeremy Michael Carr
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Jeremy Mi-
chael Carr, 32, of the 21000 block of 
Thompson Corner Rd., Mechanicsville, 
MD 20659, with four counts. COUNT 
ONE: Jeremy Michael Carr did feloni-
ously and unlawfully, after having   re-
ceived a visible or audible signal from 
a law-enforcement officer  to bring his 
motor vehicle to a stop, drive such mo-
tor vehicle in  a willful and wanton dis-
regard of such signal so as to interfere 
with  or endanger the operation of the 
law-enforcement vehicle or endanger  a 
person. COUNT TWO: did feloniously 
and unlawfully take, steal and   carry 
away personal property, to-wit: a mo-
tor vehicle of a value of  $500 or more 
belonging to Lyrel T. Byrne. COUNT 
THREE: did feloniously and unlawfully, 
having been the  driver of a vehicle in-
volved in an accident in which a per-
son was   killed or injured or in which 
an attended vehicle or other attended   
property was damaged, such damage to 
property valued at $1,000 or  more, fail 
to stop as close to the scene of the ac-
cident as possible  without obstructing 
traffic and report said driver’s name, 
address,   driver’s license number, and 
vehicle registration number forthwith   
to the State Police or local law-enforce-
ment agency, to the person  struck and 
injured if such person appeared to be 
capable of   understanding and retain-
ing the information, or to the driver 
or some  other occupant of the vehicle 
collided with or to the custodian of   
other damaged property, and further 
failed to render reasonable   assistance 
to any person injured in such accident, 
including taking such injured person 
to a physician, surgeon or hospital if 
it is   apparent that medical treatment 
was necessary or was requested by  the 
injured person. COUNT FOUR: did 
feloniously and unlawfully, being over 
the   age of sixteen, appear in a public 
place wearing a mask, hood or other   
device whereby a substantial portion of 
the face was hidden or covered  so as to 
conceal the identity of the wearer. Date 
of the offenses was on or about August 
30, 2019.  

April Marie Wright
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges April Marie 
Wright, 41, of the 1400 block of John 
Marshall Ave., Front Royal VA, 22630, 
with two counts. COUNT ONE: in the 
county of Warren, April Marie Wright 
did unlawfully feloniously and mali-
ciously  strike, or wound Darius Turner 
by any means to cause such person 
bodily  injury, with the intent to maim, 
disfigure, disable, or kill. COUNT 
TWO: did unlawfully, feloniously 
and maliciously   conspire to strike or 
wound Darius Turner or by any means 
cause such   person bodily injury, with 
the intent to maim, disfigure, disable, 
or kill. Date of the offenses was on or 
about November 27, 2019.

George Lee Good
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges George Lee 
Good, 28, of the 200 block of Cloud 
St., Front Royal VA, 22630, with three 
counts. COUNT ONE: in the County 
of Warren, George Lee Good did fe-
loniously and maliciously shoot, stab, 
cut,  or wound Darius Turner or by any 
means cause such person bodily  injury, 
with the intent to maim, disfigure, dis-
able, or kill. COUNT TWO: did feloni-
ously and unlawfully use or attempt to 
use  a firearm or display such weapon in 
a threatening manner while   commit-
ting or attempting to commit a felony. 
COUNT THREE: did feloniously and 
unlawfully, having been convicted   of 
a violent felony, knowingly and  inten-
tionally possess a firearm. Date of the 
offenses was on or about November 27, 
2019.

James  Michael Rawls
The Warren County Va. Circuit Court 
Grand Jury charges that on or about 
October 12, 2019, in the County of 
Warren, James   Michael Rawls, 33, of 
the 800 block of Virginia Ave., Front 
Royal VA, 22630, did feloniously and 
maliciously shoot, stab, cut, or  wound 
Sherri Kisner or by any means cause 
such person bodily injury,  with the in-
tent to maim, disfigure, disable, or kill.

Shawn Cody O’Bannon
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Shawn Cody 
O’Bannon, age and address unknown, 
with three counts. COUNT ONE: in 
the County of Warren, Shawn Cody 
O’Bannon did feloniously and unlaw-
fully assault Deputy   D. M. Leonard, 
knowing or having reason to know 
that Deputy D. M.  Leonard was a law-
enforcement officer engaged in the 

performance of   his public duties as 
such. COUNT TWO: did unlawfully 
point, hold or brandish a  firearm, or an 
object similar in appearance to a fire-
arm, whether  capable of being fired or 
not, in such manner as to reasonably 
induce  fear in the mind of another or 
hold a firearm in a public place in  such 
a manner as to reasonably induce fear 
in the mind of another  of being shot or 
injured. Date of the offenses was on or 
about October 16, 2019. 

Timothy Mark Lowery
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that on 
or about September 26, 2019, in the 
County of Warren, Timothy Mark Low-
ery, 65, of the 200 block of Hatcher Dr., 
Front Royal VA, 22630, did feloniously 
and unlawfully, knowingly or   inten-
tionally, possess Schedule II  substance, 
to-wit: Fentanyl.

Jashar  Raequon Ashby
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that on or 
about March 29, 2019, in the County 
of Warren, Jashar  Raequon Ashby, 21, 
address unknown, did feloniously and 
unlawfully cause bodily injury  to David 
Summers, by striking him, with the in-
tent to maim, disfigure  or kill.

Jashar  Raequon Ashby
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that on or 
about June 10, 2018, in the County of 
Warren, Jashar  Raequon Ashby, 21, ad-
dress unknown, did unlawfully, know-
ingly or intentionally, possess  a Sched-
ule IV controlled substance, to-wit: 
Alprazolam with the   intent to manu-
facture, sell, give, or distribute.  

Jashar  Raequon Ashby
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that on or 
about July 3, 2019, in the County of 
Warren, Jashar   Raequon Ashby, 21, 
address unknown, did feloniously and 
unlawfully take, drive or use a  vehicle 
not his own, without the consent of the 
owner thereof and   in the absence of 
the owner, and with intent temporar-
ily to deprive  the owner of her posses-
sion thereof, without intent to steal the 
same,  value of such vehicle being $500 
or more.

Dallas  Eugene Wiseman
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges that on about 
January 28, 2020, in the County of War-
ren, Dallas  Eugene Wiseman, 27, of the 
300 block of Borum St., Strasburg, VA 
22657, did feloniously and unlawfully, 
knowingly or   intentionally, possess a 
Schedule II controlled substance, to 
wit:  Methamphetamine.

Thomas Leroy Walter, III
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Thomas 
Leroy Walter, III, age and address un-
known, with two counts. COUNT 
ONE: in the County of Warren, Thomas 
Leroy Walter, III, did unlawfully and fe-
loniously, without  consent impede the 
blood circulation or respiration of an-
other  person by knowingly and inten-
tionally applying pressure to the neck   
of such person resulting in the wound-
ing or Warren,   bodily injury of such   
person. COUNT TWO: did feloniously 
and unlawfully, with  fraudulent intent, 
alter a certificate of title, issued by the  
Department or by any other state; or 
forge or counterfeit a  certificate of title, 
to have been issued by the Department 
under  the provisions of this title or by 

another state under a similar law   or 
laws or; alter or falsify or forge an as-
signment of title, or  salvage/nonrepair-
able certificate; or hold or use a certifi-
cate   registration card, or assignment, 
knowing the same to have been  altered, 
forged or falsified. Dates of the offenses 
were on or about November 9 and 20, 
2019.

Jerald Phillip Jones
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges Jerald Phil-
lip Jones, age and address unknown, 
with two counts. COUNT ONE: in the 
County of Warren, Jerald Phillip Jones, 
did unlawfully and feloniously  distrib-
ute a Schedule II controlled substance, 
to-wit:   Methamphetamine. COUNT 
TWO: did unlawfully and feloniously   
conspire to distribute a Schedule II 
controlled substance,  to-wit: Metham-
phetamine. Date of the offenses was on 
or about or about March 13, 2019. 

George Lee Good
 The Warren County Va. Circuit 
Court Grand Jury charges George Lee 
Good 28, of the 200 block of Cloud 
St., Front Royal VA, 22630, with two 
counts. COUNT ONE: in the County 
of Warren, George Lee Good, did un-
lawfully and feloniously   distribute 
a Schedule II controlled substance, 
to-wit:   Methamphetamine. COUNT 
TWO: did unlawfully and feloniously 
conspire to distribute a Schedule II 
controlled substance,  to-wit: Metham-
phetamine. Date of the offenses was on 
or about March 13, 2019.

 A Grand Jury Indictment is only a 
charge and not evidence of guilt.  The 
defendants are entitled to a fair trial 
with the burden on the government to 
prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

INDICTMENTS
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Local real estate industry reacts to COVID-19 crisis
 Realtors, buyers, sellers and home-
owners in general are understandably 
curious about the eff ect of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic on the local real estate 
market.  Industry expert Beth Medved 
Waller (a top producing associate bro-
ker in Warren County, VA) interviewed 
countless agents about the state of their 
business and hopes to shed a light on 
the pulse of the local real estate mar-
ket from multiple agents and perspec-
tives. “It’s my obligation as well as my 
honor to inform my community about 
the state of the real estate industry in 
light of the current state of our world,” 
says Waller who’s been a top producing 
Realtor since 2005.
 A Bright MLS analysis by Waller 
on 3/25/2020 indicated that Warren 
County inventory levels are approxi-
mately 100 units below 2019 stats with 
178 active listings, 6 coming soon, 14 
temporarily off  the market and 8 with-
drawn within the last two weeks.  Since 
Friday the 13th (when COVID precau-
tions tightened), 28 listings went un-
der contract/pending for a total of 110 
in the category.  Many recent listings 
posting have been new constructions 
and vacant homes obviously have extra 
appeal in today’s market.
 ”My most active properties are my 
vacant listings, but I did have a showing 
this weekend on one of my occupied 
homes and am expecting an off er. Th e 
agent and buyers wore gloves and my 
seller felt comfortable, although the 
same seller declined an earlier showing 
this week when the agent informed me 
that her buyers had just returned from 
overseas (and were within the recom-
mended 14 day quarantine).” Beth 
added, “Showings on my listings have 
drastically slowed since Friday the 13th, 
but I’m encouraged by the buyer and 
agent calls I’ve received since Th ursday. 
I listed a vacant home on Friday and 

have had 5 showings already, which is 
less than normal, but much better than 
I feared. I’ve only ratifi ed one contract 
in three weeks, but have renewed hope 
that as we navigate our new ‘normal’ 
buyer activity will increase.  I expect to 
start seeing virtual showings more and 
more and anticipate having off ers from 
buyers who haven’t physically toured 
that will include the ‘sights unseen’ and 
new ‘COVID-19’ addendums.”  Clos-
ing delays have already occurred for 
Waller due to lender slow-downs from 
appraisal backlogs and government tax 
transcript delays.  How the market will 
be aff ected as the virus spreads more 
heavily through the valley remains to 
be seen, but “business as usual” is a 
thing of the past for the foreseeable fu-
ture.
 According to Executive Order 53, all 
professional service business (includ-
ing real estate) may remain open as 
long as an emphasis is placed on hon-
oring the under 10 gathering mandates, 
teleworking as much as feasible, meet-
ing with clients virtually when pos-
sible, avoiding hosting in person open 
houses, engaging in social distancing, 
limiting the numbers of houses buyers 
tour and embracing enhanced sanitiz-
ing practices.  
 Cindy Greenya, President of the Blue 
Ridge Association of Realtors, off ered 
a positive outlook for the industry, 
“All of us are walking into an unknown 
time.  Realtors and the Association are 
trying to fi gure out how to adapt and 
change.  We are still very low on inven-
tory, houses are still selling and our 
affi  liates and members are working on 
adjusting the way they do business as 
well. People still need to buy and sell 
houses, people are still moving.  Now is 
just a time for us to adjust and change, 
and at some point in the future life will 
go back to normal, we just don’t know 

when that will be.” She added that she’s 
still seeing showings, especially on va-
cant property, but she has heard from 
colleagues that slowdowns are happen-
ing and deals are falling through. She’s 
been blessed to date with showing ac-
tivity but is anxious to see what hap-
pens when her many upcoming listings 
hit the market.  So far, she’s encourag-
ing her sellers to not delay and to get 
on the market as planned since buyers 
are seeking additional homes inventory 
and interest rates are at an all time low. 
She also emphasizes the importance 
for real estate professionals to keep in 
close communication with their clients 
and to invest time to keep abreast of 
the FAQs and COVID-19 releases be-
ing published by Virginia REALTORS 
at www.virginiarealtors.org/coronavi-
rus.
 Sharon Cales of Remax in Front 
Royal (a top producing Realtor for 
three decades and partner with Ken 
and Donna Evans of frontroyalagents.
com) has the following commentary to 
share with the community:
 My biggest concerns are for the wel-
fare of our clients and their families. 
While our job is to sell real estate we 
are still obligated by our code of ethics 
to keep “the best interest of the client” 
at the forefront.  Knowing that there 
may be a silent killer on the doorstep 
makes it more diffi  cult than ever be-
fore.  As an industry we are being told 
to disinfect the surfaces, stop hand 
to face contact and keep washing our 
hands. My concern is that this is not 
enough. Some still appear to think this 
is a hoax or overkill, REALTORs in-
cluded.  Th ose of us who have friends 
still recovering know better.  Show-
ing vacant properties is a much easier 
process. While I still have concerns, 
I can indeed disinfect and do what is 
suggested by the CDC. However, the 

necessary items they suggest using are 
in VERY short supply and in most cases 
impossible to get.  Occupied proper-
ties are where my largest concerns lie. 
Th ere is no way for us to know what 
the home owners are doing to protect 
their environment  or what the buyers 
or sellers may have been exposed to.  
Th is is an environment that is an acci-
dent looking for a place to happen.  We 
have the ability to either take the virus 
into an otherwise safe environment or 
bring it out with us into the world. Not 
a safe situation for anyone.  While the 
government has named us essential, it 
is my belief that the guidelines should 
be refi ned. We still need to process 
existing cases and get buyers and sell-
ers to the closing table while taking the 
necessary precautions set forth by the 
CDC.  However, it is my opinion that 
showings should be limited to vacant 
homes.  In the event showings on occu-
pied properties is essential, the buyers 
and sellers both should agree to sign off  
on an authorization form stating both 
parties understand the possible ramifi -
cations.  I’m sure some brokers might 
be OK with that.  However, this does 
still not address the possible infection 
for the REALTOR.    Some Brokers and 
companies have already made state-
ments concerning their policies. Most 
have not and it’s business almost as 
usual.  Since we are an industry based 
on commission income and the future 
of the market is uncertain, many REAL-
TORS are going to be willing to take the 
risks I’m afraid.  
 Sharon Cales on Current Buyer/Sell-
er Traffi  c:
 My showings are way down also. I’d 
say it’s a reduction of 85% or so. I have 
had a few calls but several canceled 
after scheduling and hearing the daily 
news updates. I do have a couple tour-
ing this weekend. However, I am only 
showing vacant properties. Th e phones 
are VERY quiet and although I am con-
tinuing to touch base with buyers and 
sellers, the return calls are not coming 
in. People seem to be very concerned. 
Last week, nobody knew anybody af-
fected, but now everybody seems to 
know somebody being tested or posi-
tive for the virus.  Listings are almost 
down to nothing also. Sellers don’t 
seem to know which way to go.  I have 
ratifi ed 3 contracts, but all have been 

on vacant properties. 
 Broker/Owner of Main Street Front 
Royal’s Exit Premier Realty, Jim Clark 
(theclarkteamrealty.com), who has 
been thriving as one of the top produc-
ers in Warren County in recent years 
off ers encouragement:
 Th e real estate industry is the most 
resilient industry in the world.  We 
work in an ever changing landscape in 
an ever changing world, and it changes 
very quickly sometimes.  From eco-
nomic impacts, legislative require-
ments, dealing with infl uxes of foreclo-
sures and short sales, etc, etc.  We real 
estate professional weather the storm, 
time after time after time.  Coronavi-
rus is another storm.  It’s a big scary 
storm.  But we are adapting.  From 
virtual showings, video conferencing 
with clients, and we’re even working on 
e-closing so clients don’t have to sign 
their settlement docs in person.  We 
will get through this, just like we have 
every other time... every other storm.  
We’ll be stronger and better for it.  Be-
cause we are all in this together.  May 
God bless and protect us all, and God 
bless America.
 Jim Clark on Current Buyer/Seller 
Traffi  c:
 I’d say we are down 80% from 2 
weeks ago in showings for buyers and 
of listings…showings on my listings 
have totally died as well.  A few here 
and there.  But it’s really come to a total 
stop.  It’s sad.  So many people want to 
buy and want to sell but they can’t.
 A March 23rd Virginia REALTORS 
Press Release States:  
 Going into March 2020, consumer 
confi dence remained high; however, 
it is likely these consumer confi dence 
measures will fall this spring. Says Vir-
ginia REALTORS® Chief Economist 
Lisa Sturtevant, PhD, “Heading into the 
spring, local housing markets across 
Virginia were strong, and February was 
a good month for the market. While 
the full impact of COVID-19 is not yet 
certain, strong economic fundamentals 
in the Commonwealth can help sup-
port a quick recovery. We’ll know much 
more when March housing market data 
are available in mid-April.”
 Contact a Realtor for updates con-
cerning the local market or reach out 
to Beth Medved Waller at beth@what-
mattersw2.com or 540-671-6145.
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Town weighs impact of COVID-19 on Gazebo improvements

By Timothy Ratigan
Warren/Frederick County Report

 If you had tried to attend the March 
30th town council work session, you 
would have been met with locked doors, 
due to the meeting being held virtually.
 Town offi  cials and council members 
were safely in their homes attending the 
meeting by means of a remote comput-
er hookup.
 Th e town’s Information Technology 
and Communications Director, Todd 
Jones (TJ), included council and staff  in 
the hour-and-a-half meeting. Interim 
Town Manager Matthew Tederick was 
appreciative of his work in setting it up.
 “Th ank you, Todd and the press, and 
the citizens who are on, for allowing us 
to experiment with this new way of con-
ducting the meetings,” said Tederick.  
 One of the fi rst items at the work 
session was council and staff ’s discus-
sion on how the novel coronavirus/

COVID-19 pandemic response will 
impact the Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) funding for the 
downtown façade and other improve-
ments that have been planned. Tederick 
reported that there need to be amend-
ments on the CDBG Advisory Board 
information.
 “Several members have gotten off  
the board and we have had to add new 
members to the board. We can put that 
on a regular work session,” he said.
 He pointed out that two new docu-
ments would need approval as well.
 Included in the discussion was addi-
tional funding that would be needed for 
the proposed Gazebo/Pavilion area im-
provements. Tederick stated that staff  
were seeking additional input from the 
council on funding the $75,000 price tag 
for the improvements. He mentioned 
that he had found several line items in 
the budget that could be used to fund 
the $75,000 but would need council ap-

proval to do so.  
 Councilman Jacob Meza was the fi rst 
to weigh in on the discussion regard-
ing the pavilion improvements, saying, 
“I feel okay with putting together a line 
item for the $75,000 and the recom-
mendation you have for the budget as 
we are structuring the budget for the 
next year. I still think there might be de-
cisions that might have to be made on 
the dollars that we spend on out of our 
budget considering the fi nancial impact 
we are going to have to sustain with all 
the preparation and the work for CO-
VID-19 now.
 “I am anticipating our total insofar as 
some of our changes that we have im-
plemented. If the predictions of a cou-
ple more months in quarantine in most 
places, and maybe even longer, I assume 
we’ll have fi nancial impacts. I think I am 
okay with tonight, deciding on an agree-
ment to put $75,000 on the budget with 
the line items you have put in the pack-
ets that went out, but I am still not 100 
percent sure it is feasible depending on 
the fi nancial impact of the COVID-19. 
Does that make sense?” he began.
 “Yes, it does,” replied Tederick. “So, 
the $75,000 that is presented to you this 
evening is out of this year’s budget. So, 
it is not going to be out of next year’s 
budget. So, it is not going to be dis-
cussed for the next couple of months. 
So, I understand where you are heading 
with this. I do believe council needs to 
make a decision whether you want to 
move forward with the pavilion or not 
and if so, direct staff  to fi nd the money 
in the budget to fund it. We were able 
to identify the additional funding from 
this year’s budget and have it available 
for next year’s budget.”
 Front Royal’s Vice Mayor William 
Sealock also weighed in, “I’m looking at 
this $75,000 and everybody has got to 
understand that this pavilion is part of 
this CDBG and if we fail there can be 
long term reprimands and concerns 
that we might not get dollars in the 
future.  Th is pavilion, we were close, I 
know we were over budgeted, because 

of the way construction is going right 
now plus the addition of the bathrooms. 
Th at was a change that we were directed 
to make. 
 “But I am looking to the future. We’ve 
got to come out of this thing, and we 
need to put a positive light on this thing. 
Th e other thing too, Matt has told us on 
numerous times and I’ve been told in the 
CDBG meetings that if the façades don’t 
go according to plan, that we may have 
to readjust that budget, and we could 
use some of that money out of there 
from the façades and put it towards the 
pavilion.  So, I’m thinking that looking 
forward instead of backwards with this 
epidemic, or pandemic, that we need to 
think about going forward in a positive 
manner. Th at is probably where I stand 
with this thing right now,” said Sealock.
 Tederick said he doesn’t believe the 
town is under a time restraint to get 
this to a vote at a regular town council 
meeting, and added that he could de-
lay putting it on a regular meeting for 
a decision and could take it to another 
work session to give the council ad-
ditional time to process this and have 
another round of discussion on whether 
to move forward with the pavilion or 
not. He pointed out again that the staff  
was tasked with fi guring out where the 
funds were going to come from, that 
they had identifi ed line items from this 
year’s budget, and that now the decision 
was in the hands of the council.
 If the decision was to move forward, 
Tederick would bring it to a regular 
work session; and if the council needed 
more time to debate and discuss, they 
could take it to another one.
 Th e Town’s Financial Director, B.J. 
Wilson, added that council could move 
it to a future work session but ques-
tioned whether the builder could hold 
the original price due to the council 
delaying a decision on the pavilion. He 
said the town would have to get back 
with the builder to make sure that the 
builders would be able to do that.
 Mayor Eugene Tewalt said he was in 
favor of letting the decision on the pa-

vilion go forward for a couple of meet-
ings but if the council could get each 
council member to say that on Monday 
night then the council could go ahead 
and get it approved if it comes to that 
point.
 Meza interjected that he was good 
with Tewalt’s suggestion.
 Councilman Chris Holloway said he 
wasn’t so sure.
 Meza responded that that the council 
couldn’t do it any cheaper at this time.
 Councilman Garry Gillispie added 
that he was okay with moving forward 
on the pavilion. 
 Councilwoman Lori Cockrell said she 
shared a lot of what Jacob had stated 
earlier and that she realized that this 
item has been on the radar for quite a 
while. She added that she understood 
what the fi nancial director was saying 
but that she was nervous at this time, 
probably due to the amount of news she 
was following regarding the economic 
impact that the current pandemic may 
have on the country and she was ner-
vous about doing something that she 
wasn’t sure whether it was a want or a 
need.
 Cockrell did say that if council and 
staff  felt confi dent that the money was 
there and if the project is not done now 
it could cause problems in the future, 
she would also be okay with moving 
forward with it.
 Councilwoman Letasha Th ompson 
said she was okay with moving forward 
with the pavilion project as well.
 After a 5-1 voice vote Tewalt asked 
Tederick to go ahead and put the pavil-
ion project on the next council meeting 
agenda.
 It was at that point that Holloway in-
terjected quickly that he was okay with 
it as well, so it ended being a 6-0 vote 
to move forward with and put it on the 
next council meeting.

– tim@areaguides.com

The Front Royal Town Hall remains closed, meaning that the March 30th 
town council work session, to discuss the novel coronavirus/COVID-19 
impact on the Community Development Block Grant, was a virtual meet-
ing.
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Council discusses financial impact of suspending credit card fees for utility bills

By Timothy Ratigan
Warren/Frederick County Report

 On March 30, 2020, at their virtual 
work session, the Front Royal Town 
Council members and staff discussed 
what the ramifications would be if 
credit card fees for paying utility bills 
were suspended. 
 Interim Town Manager Matthew 
Tederick started the discussion.
 “Mr. Mayor and members of the 
council, in light of the current environ-
ment we are in we have many residents 
and businesses that are struggling fi-
nancially and are working from home 
and we are trying to encourage indi-
viduals to stay at home, especially now 
with the new orders from the governor, 
and there has been a lot of discussion 
as it relates to the credit card fees.
 “As you know, we pass those fees on 
to the residents and business owners 

that pay the utilities with a credit card.
 “This averages about $10,000 a 
month and we are anticipating that if 
the fees were waived, we double the 
rate at $20,000 a month.  (Front Royal 
Financial Director) B.J. Wilson and I 
have sat down had a lot of discussion 
about this and what we are going to 
suggest is that we waive for the re-
mainder of this fiscal year and just ab-
sorb those costs and in the proposed 
Fiscal Year 2021 budget we can have a 
very slight increase in the actual rates 
to offset about $240,000 a year in cred-
it card fees,” Tederick said.
 Wilson added that raising the rates 
would be a minimal way to create that 
$240,000.
 Councilman Jacob Meza posed the 
question on the feasibility of residents 
being able to go online to pay with a 
credit card and he also asked if the 
town’s website provided the residents 

with an option to pay out of their bank 
account.
 Wilson informed Meza and the rest 
of the council that at the current time 
the town’s website does not offer that 
option to the residents and businesses.
 Meza pressed on by asking if the 
town could set it up so that residents 
and businesses would have more 
choices in the way they pay their town 
utilities.  He said this was probably 
part of the problem and that it boiled 
down to convenience and flexibil-
ity that could allow the residents to 
choose those options without having 
to come in or mail their payments.
 Wilson responded that current soft-
ware does not offer the town that op-
tion.
 Meza persisted and asked about Pay 
Pal.
 Wilson explained that it has to be 
able to interface with the town’s soft-
ware and that was a problem at the 
current time.  Wilson added that he 
had discussed this with the vendor on 
several occasions and that the vendor 
supplying the town’s website doesn’t 
have that ability at this time.  
 Councilman Letasha Thompson 
asked about the vendor and whether it 
would be possible to change the ven-
dor if the new vendor could give the 
town that option, to which Wilson re-
plied that changing the vendor to get 
those options is possible but it would 
be very expensive to do so.
 Thompson pressed on by stating 
that the current system the town has 
was a very antiquated way of doing 
things. She said the town should have 
a system in place to also do paperless 
billing due to the fact that town cur-
rently spends $96,000 a year on post-
age.
 Another thing Thompson pointed 
out was that by moving to another 

vendor, the town could give the resi-
dents a $5 discount and also give them 
the ability to choose several options to 
pay their utility bills.
 Councilwoman Lori Cockrell added 
that the town’s current means of col-
lecting payments from residents has 
been a pet peeve of hers for many, 
many years and like most residents she 
does not want to pay with a credit card 
and pay the extra fees.
 Cockrell said she uses auto bill pay 
and was wondering just how many 
residents of the town were aware they 
could pay their utility bills that way. 
She said that in the future the town 
should consider promoting auto bill 
pay as an option for residents to use to 
pay utility bills.  
 Tederick stated that both Thompson 
and Cockrell were correct, and he in-
formed the council that this topic gen-
erally comes up for discussion with the 
town staff twice a month.
 He said that several years ago the 
town had attempted to locate another 
vendor, but the cost would have been 
well over $500,000.  
 Tederick informed the council that 
very few jurisdictions use just one ven-
dor to handle utility accounts and that 
most of them use several vendors to set 
up systems for paying utilities online. 
He added that the town may end up us-
ing a similar solution.
 He added that a lot of citizens are 
aware of the Auto Bill Pay options, 
but that the primary concern with that 
method is that some are wary of using 
it because they are not sure how much 
money they will have at the end of the 
month to cover the bill and don’t want 
to risk having an overdraft on their 
bank account.
 “There is no good solution on this 
today,” Tederick said. “What we are 
trying to do is get direction from coun-
cil today on handling credit card fees 
for the rest of the fiscal year. I definitely 
want to make this a high priority item. 
We discuss this so much and try to fig-
ure out a solution, and other than try-
ing to find one or two other vendors, 
I really don’t know of any solution be-
cause most platforms just won’t allow 
the flexibility that is needed in modern 
day capabilities.”
 Later on, in the discussion of the 
credit card fees, Thompson stated his 
concern about the idea that town util-
ity fees be raised during the upcom-
ing fiscal year as a means to offset the 
shortfall.

 That led to Wilson expressing his 
opinion that the loss of the fees as an 
operating expense would not be able to 
be recouped by dipping into the fund 
balance reserves.  
 “We can’t go into reserves to cover 
an operating expense. So, we’d have to 
either reduce our expenses or raise our 
revenues to cover this. But we cannot 
dip into the reserves,” said Wilson.
 Meza responded and said that it did 
not make sense because the credit card 
fees were an operating expense.
 Wilson replied that it was an oper-
ating expense that would have to be 
covered with the town’s revenues. He 
explained that in the short term if no 
funds were available from the town 
utility department that the reserve rev-
enue could be used to temporarily plug 
the gap.
 Meza quipped, “Let there be a short-
fall, and cover it with the reserves.”
 This comment drew some laughter 
from other council members.
 Wilson cautioned that such a path 
could lead the town into some trouble 
with the state financial authorities.  
 The discussion on the issue contin-
ued with Vice Mayor William Sealock 
observing that in the short term, while 
in the face of the current COVID-19 
pandemic, the town would be able to 
cover the cost of the credit card fee 
waiver, but in the long term, the reve-
nue expenditure would have to be dealt 
with in the coming fiscal year and that 
start day was fast approaching on July 
1st.  
 Sealock responded, “We can absorb 
$60,000 in our reserve. Of course, I also 
want to talk about saving any dollars in 
the 2019-2020 budget and then move 
on to our new budget, because we are 
going to see some significant shortfalls. 
So, I am wondering why we are spend-
ing so much time on this thing that 
you can’t resolve tonight, and why we 
are not moving on. I hear everybody 
say that they are for it for the 90 days.  
So, we’re not going to resolve anything 
else whether it comes out of reserves 
or we’re rescheduling some work.”  
 Mayor Eugene Tewalt added, “We 
can discuss this all night and we’re still 
not going to get anywhere.”
 Tewalt agreed to moving the council 
to instruct Tederick to enact a credit 
card fee waiver in his secondary role 
as the Director of Emergency Manage-
ment for the Town of Front Royal.

– tim@areaguides.com

Councilwoman Lori Cockrell expressed concerns over residents having 
to pay fees for the use of credit cards when paying their utility bills, and 
suggested making it possible to pay online or using the town’s auto bill 
pay system. File photo.
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A star shines in dark times revealing random acts of kindness
Flowers, rainbows and music accompany local folks as they step up to find ways to help each other

By Carol Ballard
Warren/Frederick County Report

 So we all know we’re going through 
unprecedented trials right now because 
of the viral pandemic that hit us by sur-
prise.

 But during these cloudy times, there 
are so many silver linings and people 
stepping up to make things better for 
each other, and true to form, especially 
in Warren County and Front Royal.
 One set of brothers has also made a 
heartfelt effort to cheer us all up.

 Nathan Patterson,  second-genera-
tion owner of Royal Auto Works, who 
owns the property has, with his brother 
Cory, resurrected the famous shining 
star that can be seen on the south side 
of Front Royal during the Christmas 
and Holiday season. 
 This is what Nathan had to say said 

about their experience when they got 
the star lit again on March 22.
 “I had heard from friends about the 
star being lit through these hard times,” 
he said. “My brother, Cory and I went 
and spent three or four hours getting it 
repaired and up and running.”
 He added that he was told many 

times how much it meant to the com-
munity when he purchased the prop-
erty that the star was situated on.
 “It means a lot to me to get through 
these trying times. If the star holds up, 
we will keep it lit for a while,” Nathan 
said.
 Ronald Rossi, the original owner, had 
kept it lit for over 50 years and always 
hoped the tradition would continue. He 
passed away in 2018 at the age of 93, 
and since then, the brothers have kept 
it lit at Christmas.
 This year the five-pointed star has 
been recruited to shine through the 
pandemic darkness and is accompanied 
by Easter, to bring hope as we find our 
way through it.
 Many others are witness to the ran-
dom kindness of strangers and the spirit 
that will see us through the uncertainty.
 The Reverend Larry Johnson sent 
this message to us on March 26, still 
early on in the new CIVID-19 outbreak. 
This was before people had been told to 
stay home, keep a distance of six feet, or 
wear masks, but workers in many stores 
were already feeling the strain.
 “I was deeply moved yesterday at 
Walmart.   Following is a tribute to a 
cashier who quietly serves her fellow 
citizens... as do all the Walmart staff.
 “I went to Walmart to pick up a bag of 
dog food. I checked around the store to 
see what else people were buying, other 
than toilet paper….those shelves were 
still empty.
 Bread all gone.
 Flour gone.
 Soup mostly gone.
 One can of Vienna sausage left.
 Meat counter emptying out.
 I talked to a lady filling “call in” or-
ders. She said the system had crashed 
the Friday before.
 Normal “picks” are 3,000 daily, but 
now were up to 12,000...and lots of 
things not available, she said.
 At check-out I noticed the check-out 
lady looking very tired, and I told her I 
appreciated her being here to serve me. 
She said, ‘Thank, you.’ I told her she was 
very brave to face hundreds of custom-

The Happy Creek Arboretum Trail shows abundant signs of spring maybe 
providing a counterbalance to the unusual strain people are experiencing.

Mike Maher plays Appalachian Mountain music on his violin along the 
banks of the Shenandoah River at the Eastham Park River Walk. He said 
he loves music and is retired from Shenandoah University. “I just wanted 
to come out here and play music on a beautiful day,” he said.

The star that Nathan and Cory Patterson, second-generation owners of 
Royal Auto Works, light every Christmas season, is shining once more 
right now as a symbol of something beautiful, good and positive, which 
is what a five-pointed star symbolizes. Nathan said, “It means a lot to me 
to get through these trying times. If the star holds up, we will keep it lit 
for a while.”
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ers each day. She perked-up, and re-
sponded, ‘I’ll be here as long as my cus-
tomers need me!’
 “She’s not a fireman, nor a first re-
sponder, she is in service, too, an Amer-
ican stepping up in time of need. I said, 
‘From an old Marine, ‘Semper Fi!’ and 
she brightened more, looked me in the 
eye, and said, ‘Thank You.’
 “She paused for an instant, then 
looked to her right at the long line and 
with a smile scanned the next custom-
er’s first item.
 “God Bless, her, and all who serve!! 
said Johnson.
 And here are more comments from 
folks on Facebook attesting to the kind-
ness of people.
 The Front Royal Presbyterian 
Church has the word HOPE outlined 
in huge lighted letters on the front. 
One appreciative person wrote this, 

“Drove by  Front Royal Presbyterian 
Church and saw this! What an inspiring 
message for these difficult times.”
 Others have been recipients of caring 
actions. 
 RWY wrote, “I want to tell you what 
happened to me at Walmart this morn-
ing. I offered to pick up some groceries 
for an elderly lady who is a member of 
my church. I drove over to her house 
to get her credit card first. I drove to 
Walmart and picked up her groceries 
and proceeded to check out. I put the 
credit card in the slot and the card was 
declined.
 Of course, I tried it over and over 
but it just didn’t work. So, I’m thinking, 
‘how am I going to pay for this?’
 “I told the checkout guy that I will 
have to transfer funds from one account 
to another and ‘sorry for holding up the 
line.’

 But the guy was looking at his phone 
and I thought he was ignoring me. Then 
he handed me a generic white debit 
card with the Walmart logo on it. I said, 
‘what’s this?’ And he said, ‘just try it.’
 “So I put the chip in and said it’s 
working. He gave me the PIN and it 
paid for the whole grocery order, $60.
 “And I looked at him and asked, ‘Is 
Walmart paying for this? And he said, 
‘No ma’am. This is coming right out of 
my paycheck!’
 I was so filled with gratitude and 
emotion I almost started to cry. I said, 
‘I will come back to pay you back.’
 He said, ‘Don’t worry about it ma’am. 
Everyone needs help every once in a 
while!’
 “God bless this young man! He is 
what I call a very special and caring in-
dividual. Praise God!”
 And… 
 MCJ observed,

 “Went to the park for a walk today. 
I noticed something besides social dis-
tancing happening. In ‘normal times’ 
people are focused on exercise (either 
for themselves or their dogs) and are 
just rushing to get it finished. It was 
a different vibe today. Everyone was 
stopping to admire their surroundings 
and conversing with one another as 
they strolled. Every person passing me 
smiled and spoke pleasantries. Normal-
ly they avert their eyes and rush along. 
Saw several elderly couples holding 
hands....maybe there are some miracles 
behind this horrible time. God Bless ev-
eryone.”
 Grocery and department stores have 
altered their hours to make things safer 
for shoppers and are doing their best to 
sanitize and stock shelves the night be-
fore opening the next day.
 Martin’s has also been doing what 
they can to care for their employees.

 R.J., who is one of their managers 
said, “We have four crews. Everyone 
comes in to clean overnight. We’re get-
ting in facemasks and gloves for the ca-
shiers. Every day brings multiple chang-
es in action,” he said. “We’re providing 
face shields and masks as we get them 
and following the CDC guidelines. Ev-
ery weekend we give back to the com-
munity by bringing in food from local 
restaurants and giving them a chance to 
serve our employees. We give employ-
ees flex time and whatever they need.”
 Other grocery and retail stores have 
special shopping hours for seniors over 
60 and other vulnerable folks.
 Some of them are:
• Martin’s - Daily from 6 to 7 a.m.
• Walmart -Tuesdays from 6 to 7 a.m. 
• Target -Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
8 to 9:00 a.m.
• Aldi - Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
 Other people have gotten busy mak-
ing face masks during the COVID-19 
crisis, and Valley Health has sent out a 
plan for those who want to contribute 
to this project. They ask people to go 
to valleyhealthlink.com/maskdonation, 
download the VHS pattern and follow 
the step-by-step instructions, then drop 
off the completed masks Valley Health 
Systems hospitals. A how-to video and 
drop off locations and collection times 
are also on the website at valleyhealth-
link.com/howyoucanhelp. Call (540) 
536-8158 for details. If you would like to 
donate fabric or help make masks kits, 
please email donations@valleyhealth-
link.com.

– carol@areaguides.com

Local boys take advantage of school closings and the spring weather to 
ride with friends on the Happy Creek Arboretum Trail.

There have been multiple sightings of double rainbows locally this April 
leading up to Easter. Seeing rainbows is generally considered to be a 
symbol of good things to come. Courtesy of CC BY-SA 2.5
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Winchester Police arrest second 
suspect in carjacking investigation

 On April 9, 2020 at approximately 
7:15 a.m., the Winchester Police De-

partment (WPD), assisted by Freder-
ick County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, executed 
a search warrant at 143 Castlebridge 
Court in Frederick County, VA fol-
lowing the ongoing investigation into 
a carjacking in the City of Winchester. 
As a result of the investigation and 
search warrant, Raymond Reigle, 22, 
of the same address, was arrested and 
charged with carjacking and robbery. 
Reigle is the second person charged in 
connection to the incident. 
 On March 28, 2020 at approxi-
mately 12:30 a.m., WPD was alerted 
to a motor vehicle theft that had just 
occurred in the 100 block of E. Pall 
Mall Street. Upon investigation into 
the incident, detectives learned that 
the male victim was standing outside 

his 1990 Dodge Caravan, when he 
was approached by a group of males. 
Th e victim’s backpack, fi rearm and 
keys to the van were taken. Th reaten-
ing statements were made during the 
encounter. No injuries were sustained 
during the incident. Th e van was later 
recovered on March 30, 2020 and was 
parked along the roadway in the 1300 
block of S. Braddock Street.   
 During the execution of the search 
warrant, a cell phone was seized, 
and DNA was collected. Reigle is be-
ing held at the Northwest Regional 
Adult Detention Center without 
bond. Th e Winchester Police De-
partment would like to thank the 
Frederick County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce for 
their assistance in the investigation.

 Friday, April 10, 2020: Mostly sun-

ny, with a high near 50. Breezy, with a 
west wind 16 to 23 mph, with gusts as 
high as 38 mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with 
a low around 34. West wind 6 to 11 
mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 58. West wind 5 to 8 mph.

Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 39.

www.myrec.coop
1-800-552-3904

REC is Here
Difficult times will eventually pass but our
commitment to members will remain strong.

#InThisTogether
#WeAreREC (540) 636-2008(540) 636

973 Buck Mountain Rd. 
Bentonville, VA 22610

www.hiddenspringsseniorliving.com

HSSL provides safety in 
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Sunday: A chance of rain after 2pm. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 65. 
Chance of precipitation is 50%.

Sunday Night: A chance of rain and 
thunderstorms, then rain and possi-
bly a thunderstorm after 8pm. Low 
around 53. Chance of precipitation is 
100%.

Monday: Showers likely and possi-
bly a thunderstorm before 2pm. Partly 
sunny, with a high near 72. Chance of 
precipitation is 60%.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with 
a low around 43.

Tuesday: A chance of showers. 
Partly sunny, with a high near 60. 
Chance of precipitation is 30%.

Tuesday Night: A chance of rain. 

Mostly cloudy, with a low around 39. 
Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Wednesday: A chance of rain. Part-
ly sunny, with a high near 57. Chance 
of precipitation is 50%.

Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 36.

Th ursday: A chance of showers. 
Mostly sunny, with a high near 58.

Superintent search suspended

 Th e Warren County School Board 
has temporarily suspended the su-
perintendent search process for the 
school division in compliance with 
state and federal Stay at Home orders.  
Th e superintendent search fi rm, Real 

Synergy, LLC, assisting the Warren 
County School Board, stands ready to 
immediately move forward to the in-
terview phase once orders have been 
lifted.

Ask a Master Gardener

 Answers to your gardening ques-

tions and problems! 
 E-mail questions and pictures to 
greenhelpline.warrenco@gmail.com
 *in-person and phone help available 
after corona virus emergency*   
 Mondays from 10:00am -1:00pm   
April-October (except holidays) at the 
Warren County Extension Offi  ce, 220 
North Commerce Avenue, Suite 500. 
Come in or call 540-635-4549

Easter is the high point of the 
Christian Church year

EDITOR:

 Easter is far more than a single day 
of observance. Similar to the Christ-
mas season, Easter is actually a seven-
week period of the Church year called 
Eastertide.  Th is year’s Eastertide be-
gins Easter Sunday April 12 and ends 
on Pentecost Sunday May 31.
 Easter is a glorious celebration of 
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.  
Christians believe, according to Scrip-
ture, that Jesus was raised from the 
dead three days after his death on the 
cross.  As part of Eastertide, the cruci-
fi xion of Jesus Christ is commemorat-
ed on Good Friday, just before Easter.  
Th rough His death, burial and resur-
rection, Jesus paid the penalty for sin, 
thus gifting for all who believe in Him 
eternal life.  “God did not send His Son 
into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through Him” 

(John 3:17).
 Th e Season of Easter is the high 
point of the Christian Church year.  
Traditionally, worshippers participate 
in an extended feast wherein the pas-
chal candle is lit at every service as a 
sign of the risen Christ.  Scripture 
readings highlight every Christian’s 
connection to the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus.  Th e scripture readings 
proclaim the power of the resurrec-
tion that gives strength in suff ering, 
unity in diversity, consolation in sor-
row, perseverance in adversity and 
faith in times of doubt.
 Whenever we gather together, rep-
resenting the body of Christ, we pray 
for the Church in all of its diversity, 
comprising those disciples who carry 
Christ’s life in them.  He has estab-
lished through His Church His very 
own body on earth, complete with 
hands to serve, feet to go to the na-
tions and a tongue to proclaim.
 Christian’s lives are transformed by 
the Easter good news and receive the 
gift of new life.  It is a joyous occasion 
and an event to thoroughly celebrate.  
Our Lord, our master, our Jesus has 
claimed victory for us!  On this, the 
holiest day of the year and for the en-
tire Season of Easter, many Christian’s 
greet each other with the words, “Al-
leluia! Christ is risen!  Alleluia!”
 So I urge Believer’s to share the 
life-changing good news of the res-
urrection of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
Sharing our faith involves embracing 
listening and learning.  But there is 
more to spreading the good news.  Al-
low for the seven weeks between Eas-
ter and Pentecost Sunday to be a time 
of continued celebration that Christ is 
risen. Sing Easter hymns and songs on 
the Sundays following Easter.  Display 
the liturgical colors associated with 

See BRIEFS, 17

Singing HU can:
Help you experience divine love

Expand your awareness
Bring peace and calm

For info on Eckankar please visit:
www.eckankar.org -or- www.thesoundofsoul.org

Virginia Satsang Society, a Chartered Affiliate of Eckankar
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Warren/Frederick County Business Directory
Advertising

Alison Duvall .................................540-551-2072

Attorneys
Douglas Harold ............................540-869-0040
Georgia Rossiter ........................... 540-535-2001

Auto Dealers & Service
Auto Care Clinic ............................ 540-635-2455
Front Royal Buick GMC ...................540-636-2986
Front Royal Ford ........................... 540-636-2901
Marlow Motors .............................540-551-4847
Matthews Auto Center ................... 540-636-7567

Banks
City National Bank .......................BankAtCity.com

Bingo
North Fork Resort Bingo ................. 540-622-7506

Cabin Rental
Hot Tub Heaven ............................ 540-636-1694

Car Wash & Detail
Express Wash & Detailing ............... 540-636-9274

Cemeteries
Prospect Hill Cemetery .................. 540-635-5468

Computer Sales & Service
Royal Oak Computers .................... 540-635-7064

Dance Instruction
Kay’s School of Dance ................... 540-869-2735

Dentists
Thomas Family Dentistry ................540-465-3980

Disc Jockeys & Karaoke
Route 11 DJ..................................540-305-3000

Driving Instruction
Aadvanced Driving Instruction ......... 540-635-9015

Eckankar
Virginia Satsang Society ...................eckankar.org

Electricity Service Providers
Rappahannock Electric Coop ...........800-552-3904

Farmer’s Markets
Woodbine Farm Market .................. 540-465-2729

Florists
Donahoe’s Whimsical Flowers/Gifts .. 540-635-2815

Gifts & Collectibles
Main Street Classics ...................... 540-508-0331
Mountain Mystic ........................... 540-635-6318
On Second Thought Consign/Thrifts .. 540-465-2655

Golf Courses
Bowling Green Country Club ........... 540-539-2748
Shenandoah Valley Golf Club ........... 540-636-4653

Guitar Instruction
Mike Powell .................................540-622-2167

Gyms / Fitness Instruction
Fitness Evolution ..........................540-636-3400

Handyman Services
BS Building/Remodeling/Handyman ...540-551-2673

Hardware Stores
Ramsey True Value Front Royal ........ 540-635-2547
Ramsey True Value Berryville .......... 540-955-1900

Heating & Air Conditioning
AireServ .......................................540-551-8312
Dave’s Diversifi ed Services ..............540-369-3971

Hospitals
Warren Memorial Hospital ..............540-636-0300
Winchester Medical Center .............540-536-8000

Insurance
Tammy Sower Insurance ................ 540-635-9007

Investing & Retirement Planning
Lesley Gaudlosl, Edward Jones ........540-635-6830

Junk Removal
Christo�  Cleaning & Junk Removal ...540-450-6855

Junk Yards
Hillbilly’s Bentonville Junkyard .........540-636-2671

Karaoke
Route 11 DJ..................................540-305-3000

Lawn Care
A1A Lawncare Services ................. 540-636-90021
A&J’s Lawn Care ............................ 540-816-2174
Conway Lawn Care ........................540-975-2313

Mortgages
Greg Lynch - CBM ..........................540-305-9838

Pets
Shear Elegance ............................540-622-8085
Spicewood Flats ........................... 540-635-8979

Real Estate Agents & Brokers
Beth Waller .................................. 540-671-6145
Kathy McLendon ........................... 540-622-7698
Melanie Hamel ..............................540-671-3369
Sam Snead ..................................540-635-9808
Tana Ho� man ............................... 540-671-1994
Wanda Himes .............................. 540-622-4368
Sandra Strickler ........................... 540-671-0020
Ken Thurman ................................540-749-2613

Restaurants
Backroom Brewery ....................... 540-869-8482
Khukuri Nepali Cuisine ................... 540-749-2440

Restaurant Equipment & Supplies
MTS Equipment ............................ 540-662-5927

Roofers
Chris Ryman ................................ 540-683-0674
Hamrick’s ................................... 540-631-0666

Sand & Stone
Shenandoah Sand ......................... 540-667-1660

Schools
Dynamic Life Christian School .........540-636-9595

Senior Living
Hidden Springs Senior Living ...........540-636-2008
Shenandoah Senior Living .............. 540-635-7923

Storage
Stokes General Store ..................... 540-635-4437

Stump Grinding
Garrison’s Stump Grinding .............. 304-856-2766

Tanning Salons
Beach Bum Front Royal .................. 540-635-6466
Beach Bum Winchester .................. 540-545-8895

Tires
Tony’s Tires ................................. 540-551-0922

Travel Agents
Main Street Travel ......................... 540-636-1634

Towing
Tharpe’s Garage & Towing .............. 540-635-8016

Advertise Your Business Here
Call or Text Alison Duvall:

540-551-2072



Mid April, 2020  •  Warren/Frederick County Report  •  Page 17

Easter, white and gold signifying light, 
victory and eternal life.
 Let the prayers of Easter draw you 
into the joy.  Jesus is with us.  Jesus is 
alive today and when truly believed, 
that truth changes you forever.  The 
resurrection of Jesus means we have 
no reason to fear.  Jesus has defeated 
death.

Mark P. Gunderman
Stephens City

Ask Stewart

Hi Stewart,

 What are you doing for Arbor Day 
this year?

– Carol in Front Royal

 Arbor Day, much like Earth Day, 
is a holiday that celebrates  nature. 
Its purpose is to encourage people to 
plant trees, and many communities 
take the opportunity to organize tree-

planting and litter-collecting events 
on or around the  holiday. A popular 
Arbor Day tradition is to plant a tree 
in honor or memory of a loved one. 
 Arbor Day sprouted from the mind 
of a zealous tree lover named Julius 
Sterling Morton, who had a passion 
for planting all kinds of trees. The 
first Arbor Day occurred on April 
10, 1872, in Nebraska City, Nebraska. 
Arbor Day was almost called Sylvan 
Day, which means “wooded.” Several 
members of the Nebraska State Board 
of Agriculture favored it, but Morton 
argued that sylvan refers only to for-
est trees and that the name Arbor Day 
was most inclusive, covering forest 
trees and fruit trees.
 Today, Arbor Day  is celebrated on 
the last Friday in April, although some 
states observe it on dates that better 
coincide with the local area’s planting 
times. For instance, Hawaii celebrates 
Arbor Day on the first Friday of No-
vember, and Alaskans celebrate it on 
the third Monday in May.  The Front 
Royal/Warren County Tree Stewards 
typically have a tree planting ceremo-
ny, but that is in doubt given the cur-
rent pandemic health concerns.
 This year, instead of attending a cer-
emony or planting a tree on April 24th, 
I am asking you to take some time to 
care for the established trees on your 
property.  While we are quick to plant 
new trees, we frequently forget about 

the grand old trees that could use our 
help to gracefully age.  Spring is a great 
time for proper pruning, trimming, 
and thinning. It’s also a good time for 
mulching and removal of strangling 
vines. There are numerous resources 
available for learning how to care for 
your trees.  Take a look at the Front 
Royal/Warren County Tree Stewards 
website here: https://treesfrontroyal.
org    
 Or send me your questions.

 Your Pal in the Trees,

– Stewart

 The Front Royal/Warren County 
Tree Steward program began in 1997 
with volunteers dedicated to improv-
ing the health of trees by providing 
educational programs, tree planting 
and care demonstrations, and tree 
maintenance throughout the com-
munity.  The group now consists of 
over 30 active members with several 
interns working toward becoming 
certified tree stewards from our an-
nual “All About Trees Class”.  Each 
month Stewart will answer a question 
from our readers. Please forward it to 
“Stewart” in care of: 

frwctreestewards@comcast.net 
and we may publish it in a future issue.  
Please visit our website at:

www.treesfrontroyal.org

ENGLE’S ANGLE:
Don’t Touch My Face, Don’t Touch 

My Face, Don’t Touch My Face

by Kevin S. Engle

 It doesn’t matter how many times I 
say that.
 I still do it.
 I’m a face toucher.
 Always have been.
 One of the ways to protect yourself 
from getting the coronavirus is by not 
touching your face.
 I’m in trouble.
 I heard, on average, people touch 
their face about 20 times an hour.
 I touch mine about 20 times a min-
ute.
 My right eye is itchy.
 I rub it.
 I need to readjust my glasses.
 I do.
 My nose is itchy.
 I scratch it.
 I haven’t shaved in a few days.  My 
neck and face are scratchy.
 I touch them.
 When sitting in front of the com-
puter and reading something, I have a 

habit of resting my chin on my fist.
 My almost bald head gets dry, and 
itchy.
 I scratch it.
 My ears too.
 I’m doomed.
 My wife was making turkey pot pies 
the other day.  She was cutting an on-
ion.
 “Touch one of these,” she said.  
“That’ll stop you from touching your 
face.”
 She’s right.
 It wouldn’t take too many onion-on-
my-fingers face touches to get me to 
break my habit, but that’d do a number 

See BRIEFS, 18
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2019 Jeep Renegade Latitude STK# 9JR157. Based on MSRP $29,155.   2020 RAM 1500 STK# 20R47. Based on MSRP $53,490.  2020 Jeep Gladiator Sport  STK# 20GL43. Based on MSRP $42,875.  Sale price are plus tax, 
tags, $599 processing fee and freight (Chrysler, Dodge & Jeep Vehicles $1,495 & Ram Vehicles $1,795) and includes all applicable factory incentives. Some incentives require financing from Chrysler Capital. Subject to change 
without notice. Not valid with any other offer & does not apply to prior purchase. Any accessories added by the dealer are additional. 0% only available on certain models and is in place of the rebate. with approved credit. Other 

restrictions may apply. Stock photo, not actual vehicle. Expires 3/2/20.

NEW 2019 JEEP RENEGADE
STK# 9GJ19

$16,987
MARLOW MOTOR CO PRICE:

NEW 2020 JEEP GLADIATOR SPORT S 4X4 CREW CAB

STK# 20GL43

$36,987
MARLOW MOTOR CO PRICE:

NEW 2020 RAM 1500 BIG HORN CREW CAB 4X4

STK# 20R47

$53,490
MSRP:

SAVE UP TO $7,600 OFF MSRP! SAVE UP TO $5,500 OFF MSRP! SAVE UP TO $12,000 OFF MSRP!

$41,485
ONLINE PRICE:

MARLOW SERVICE OFFERS

WHY BUY FROM THE MARLOW AUTO GROUP?
WITH THE PURCHASE OF A NEW OR USED VEHICLE 

RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING BENEFITS:
• 2-YEAR MAINTENANCE PLAN
• OIL CHANGES
• TIRE ROTATIONS

• ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE
• NITROGEN FILL TIRES
• BATTERY REPLACEMENT

PLUS! QUICK ALIGNMENT CHECKS, LOANER VEHICLES & COURTESY SHUTTLE 
WHEN USING OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENTS

See Dealer for Details

TRI-STATE NISSAN
540-486-5448
MARLOW MOTORS
540-551-4847

MARLOW FORD
540-743-5128Winchester • Front Royal • Luray

MARLOW IS READY TO SERVE
Marlow has been serving our community for over 73 years and will 
continue to provide excellent service during these trying times. 

We are taking active steps to ensure that we will be open, ready, and 
available to offer service for our customers.

We’re offering:

• FREE Pick Up and Delivery service for our customers
• a Disinfectant Special for your heating and AC systems:

Just $74.95
• 20% OFF Parts and Labor for those we count on most: Law
 Enforcement, Fire Dept., EMS, Health Care Workers and all
 those in the education � eld.
• Extended ‘Senior Hours’ in service departments: 
 Luray 7am - 9am, Front Royal and Winchester 6am - 8am

We are on a mission to be problem-solvers, and we are ready to do 
our part.  Call us with any questions and we’ll be more than happy to 
serve you! 

MASTERS OF ALL THINGS

HARDWARIAN
FRONT ROYAL

Ramsey True Value Hardware
703 North Royal Avenue • Phone (540) 635-2547

BERRYVILLE
Berryville True Value Hardware

600 East Main St • Phone (540) 955-1900

Enjoy Cleaner, Fresher Air 
PROTECT YOUR FAMILY!!!

PureAir™ S Air Purification System paired with
Lennox Signature Collection Cooling & Heating Systems

DESTROY 90% OF FLU AND COLD VIRUS,  INFECTIOUS 
BACTERIA AND OTHER LIVING MICROORGANISMS,  AND 

CHEMICAL ODORS COMBAT INDOOR AIR CONTAMINANTS 
LIKE MOLD SPORES, POLLEN, DUST & PET DANDER

All your cooling and heating needs including heat pumps, furnaces, boilers, 
ductwork, air quality systems.  We service all Heating and Air Systems.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.DDSSERVICESHVAC.COM
OUR NEW OFFICE LOCATION IS 803B N. ROYAL AVENUE, FRONT ROYAL

24HR
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES!

SAME DAY
SERVICE

540-636-3396
803B N. Royal Ave.
Front Royal, VA 22630
www.ddsserviceshvac.com
COMFORT MATTERS

CALL DAVE’S DIVERSIFIED SERVICES
 FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

540-636-3396
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on my eyes when I got onion juice in 
them.
 I guess that’s the point.
 Modifying my behavior using a neg-
ative stimulus.
 I remember learning about that in a 

college psychology class.
 Th ere’s got to be a better way.  One 
that doesn’t involve burning my eyes.
 How about wearing gloves all the 
time?
 Th at would work, but my hands 
would get really dry.
 How about this?

 I could wear one of those cones 
people put on their dog or cat to keep 
them from biting or licking their body 
or scratching their head or neck.
 Hmm.
 I like that.
 Not only would it be a constant re-
minder to not touch my face, but it 
would have an added benefi t.
 When people saw me wearing it, no 
doubt they’d think I was a wacko and 
go out of their way to avoid me and 
that would ensure I’d always maintain 
at least six feet of social distancing.
 Of course I’d have to take it off  at 
night.
 Sleeping with it could be a bit of a 
problem.
 I just rubbed my eye again.  And 
nose.
 I’m ordering one today.

Th e author gave up a promising 
future as a boxer.  Wimpweight.  He 
didn’t want anyone touching his face.

– kevinengle456@comcast.net
Th e Best of Engle’s Angle available 

from Amazon.com: 
http://bit.ly/englesangle

or pick up a signed copy at: Th e Apple 
House in Linden, Royal Oak Book-
shop, Front Royal or the Winchester 
Book Gallery.

Portion Of Route 698 To Close For 
Bridge Replacement

 Th e Virginia Department of Trans-

portation will close a portion of Route 
698 (Orchard Drive) in Shenandoah 
County for a bridge replacement 
project at Mill Creek. Th e closure 
will begin on Monday, April 13 with 
completion in spring 2021. Th e bridge 
is located just west of the intersection 
with Route 263 (Bryce Boulevard/
Orkney Grade) in the town of Mount 
Jackson.
 Motorists can use the following de-
tour:
 Northbound drivers: Continue 
west on Route 263 (Bryce Boulevard/
Orkney Grade), then south on Route 
614 (South Middle Road), then east 
on Route 764 (Walker Road), then 
resume north on Route 698 (Orchard 
Drive).
 Southbound drivers: Turn west 
onto Route 764 (Walker Road), then 
north on Route 614 (South Middle 
Road), then east on Route 263 (Bryce 
Boulevard/Orkney Grade), then re-
sume south on route 698 (Orchard 
Drive). 

YankeeWayAudio.com

 How did America become great? How did this country become the most 
successful, powerful, and prosperous nation in the history of the world? Was 
it because of the nation’s unprecedented founding documents? Was it due to 
the scores of immigrants from all over the world who brought their dreams and 
talents to America’s shores? Or did America become great, as some contend, 
through racism, theft, and genocide?  
 Author Troy Tyson proposes a unique argument as to the origins of Amer-
ican greatness: that the country’s unparalleled success is a result not of its 
founding documents, nor its celebrated openness to people of all backgrounds, 
nor of genocidal tyranny. Rather, The Yankee Way asserts that the nation’s 
great power and success stem primarily from the traits of a comparatively 
small, peculiar ethnic group from New England known as the Yankees. These 
traits, which include morality, industriousness, respect for law and order, com-
mitment to education, and dedication to traditional family values, were devel-
oped fi rst by the early Puritans of New England, then passed down to their 
Yankee descendants, who fi nally embedded them into the cultural DNA of the 
US.  

The Yankee Way explores, in fascinating detail, the history of the Yankees 
and the process by which they created modern America and instilled within it 
their distinct cultural characteristics. Further, though, the audiobook serves as 
a warning to Americans as to what the future might hold as the nation rapidly 
moves away from this critical cultural inheritance and leaves the Yankee way 
behind.
 Audiobook narrated by Dan McDermott available at YankeeWayAudio.com.
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 This project replaces a 1932 bridge 
that has reached the end of its service 
life. The new bridge will have two 11-
foot lanes with three-foot shoulders. 
The new bridge will be constructed in 
the same location as the current struc-
ture. Additional information can be

found at: http://www.virginiadot.org/
projects/staunton/shenandoah_coun-
ty_8211_route_698_orchard_drive_
mill_creek_bridge.asp
 A contract valued at $1,329,978.00 
was awarded to Fairfield-Echols LLC 
of Fishersville, Va. in December 2020. 

The contract has a fixed completion 
date of June 4, 2021. All work is weath-
er permitting.

Shenandoah National Park, Skyline 
Drive Shut Down

By Dan McDermott
wfcreport.com

 APRIL 8, 2020 — Shenandoah Na-
tional Park and Skyline Drive will tem-
porarily close until further notice due 
to the COVID-19 Coronavirus.
 The decision to close the park was 
made following a recommendation 
from the Rappahannock Rapidan 

 Traditional coffee cake is a moist, 
tender pastry that might be topped 
with streusel or crumbs and is often 
served as the perfect accompani-
ment to coffee or tea at breakfast or 
in the afternoon. The British version 
of this cake is a sponge variety that 
actually is flavored with coffee and 
coffee butter icing. 
 Coffee cake is ideal to have on 
hand when entertaining. It fits well 
for breakfast, brunch or even as a 
late-afternoon snack.
 This recipe for “Roasted Banana 
Coffee Cake” from “Simply Scratch” 
(Avery) by Laurie McNamara in-
cludes bananas, making it an ideal 
addition to the breakfast table. The 
author suggests roasting the ba-
nanas helps to perfect their texture 
without having to wait for the natu-
ral ripening process.

Roasted Banana Coffee Cake
Serves 8

• 8 tablespoons (1 stick) unsalted 
butter, melted and cooled, plus 1 
tablespoon at room temperature for 
the pan
• 2 tablespoons granulated sugar
• 2 bananas
• 3⁄4 cup chopped pecans
• 3 tablespoons dark brown sugar
• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
• 11⁄2 cups unbleached all-purpose 
flour
• 1 teaspoon baking soda
• 1 teaspoon baking powder
• 1⁄4 teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg
• 1 cup granulated sugar

• 2 large eggs, lightly beaten
• 1⁄4 cup sour cream
• 1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract

 Preheat the oven to 350 F. Butter 
a 9-inch round cake pan with the 1 
tablespoon room temperature butter 
and dust with the granulated sugar 
and tip out any excess.
 Place the bananas on a small 
rimmed baking sheet and roast for 
15 minutes. Remove and set aside to 
cool.
 In a small bowl, combine the pe-
cans, brown sugar and cinnamon. 
Set aside.
 Sift the flour, baking soda, baking 
powder, and nutmeg through a fine-
mesh strainer into a medium bowl.
 In the bowl of a stand mixer fit-
ted with the paddle attachment, beat 
together the butter and sugar on low 
speed until light and fluffy, 2 to 3 
minutes. Add the eggs one at a time, 
mixing well after each addition. 
Scrape down the sides of the bowl 
with a spatula, then add the roasted 
bananas, sour cream and vanilla. 
Beat until incorporated.
 With the mixer running on low 
speed, spoon in the flour  mixture 
and mix until just combined.
 Pour the batter into the prepared 
pan and smooth the top with a spat-
ula. Sprinkle evenly with the pecan 
topping. Bake for 40 to 45 minutes, 
or until a toothpick inserted into the 
center comes out clean with a few 
crumbs attached.
 Let cool for 10 minutes before slic-
ing and serving.

Versatile coffee cake can be 
eaten any time of day

See BRIEFS, 20
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Health District of the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health, according to a state-
ment today from the National Park 
Service.
 “Ever since the entrance fee was 
waived the park has been over-
whelmed with visitors either driving 
on Skyline Drive or entering through 
the many boundary trailheads,” said 
NPS Management Specialist Sally 
Hurlbert.
 “The neighboring counties had ex-
pressed concern about so many people 
coming into the park. The trail heads 
and parking lots are often small and 
have seen large crowds of people so it 
really wasn’t possible to maintain the 
required social distancing,” Hurlbert 
said.
 “The overlooks have also been 
overwhelmed with visitors,” she said. 
“We’ve seen more trash and nuisance 
behavior. That puts our cleaning crews 
at risk as the virus can linger on paper 
and other trash for a period.”
 Hurlbert also said there was con-
cern for the park’s law enforcement 
officers and the area’s medical person-
nel.
 “People don’t come here expecting 
to have a flat tire or a minor traffic ac-
cident. They don’t anticipate having 
an injury on the trail. But when these 
things happen it puts our staff and lo-
cal first responders at risk,” she said.
 “We tried to strike a balance be-
tween opening with limited access and 
facilities but the balance tipped in fa-
vor of closing out of risk to our staff, 
the park visitors and the neighboring 
communities.”
 Virginia State Highways 211 and 33 
will remain accessible to pass-through 
traffic, according to the NPS state-
ment.

Virginia turkey season starts April 
11

 The Department of Game and In-
land Fisheries (DGIF) advises individ-
uals using Wildlife Management Areas 
(WMAs) as a way to recreate during 
this time to be aware of the start of 
Spring Turkey Season this Saturday, 
April 11. The season extends until 
May 16, and during this time, hunt-
ers will be utilizing WMAs statewide 
to turkey hunt. Visitors can expect 
that hunters will be widely present on 
WMA properties.
 Wildlife Management Areas are 
purchased and managed using funds 
generated from the sale of hunting and 
fishing licenses and via a federal excise 
tax largely provided by the hunting 
and fishing community.  These ar-
eas provide essential wildlife habitat 
and opportunities for all Virginians 
throughout the year. 
 Whether you’re biking, hiking, 

fishing, or just out for some fresh air, 
please be cognizant of your surround-
ings and hunters in the field.
 More info on turkey season, please 
visit: dgif.virginia.gov/hunting/regula-
tions/turkey/#spring

Saturday Night Fire Causes Flame 
Jetting Phenomenon, Injuring Two

 On Saturday, April 4, 2020 at ap-
proximately 7:40 pm, the Warren 
County Department of Fire and Res-
cue Services was dispatched to the 200 
block of 19th Street, Front Royal for 
a reported explosion with people in-
jured.
 Fire and EMS units along with units 
from the Front Royal Police Depart-
ment quickly arrived on the scene to 
discover that an outside fire pit had 
been extinguished prior to their ar-
rival. Two patients were noted to have 
sustained burn related injuries. One 

patient was treated on the scene and 
transported to MedStar Washington 
Hospital Burn Center via helicopter 
with significant burn injuries. A sec-
ond patient was treated at a local med-
ical facility for minor burn injuries.
 The incident which was investigated 
by the Warren County Fire Marshal’s 
Office was determined to be caused by 
a phenomenon called “Flame Jetting”. 
Flame jetting happens when a contain-
er of flammable liquid meets an igni-
tion source, causing flames to shoot 
out of the container for distances of 
15 feet or greater. This type of event is 
often unexpected and extremely dan-
gerous. This blowtorch-like effect can 
engulf bystanders in flames, leading to 
serious injury or even death.
 In this incident, a container of 
“weathered” gasoline was utilized in 
attempt to accelerate the combustion 
within the outdoor fire pit. As the va-
pors ignited, the fire traveled into the 
container causing an over pressur-
ization and rupture of the container 
resulting in the flame jetting event to 
occur. This caused the significant burn 
injuries to the bystander, burn injuries 
to victim holding the container and 
damages the home ten feet away.
 Fire Marshal Gerry Maiatico stated 
“while this event is certainly unfortu-
nate, it should serve as a reminder that 
flammable liquids and open flames 
are a potentially deadly combination.” 
The Department of Fire and Rescue 
Services urges the following safety 

precautions when conducting fire pit 
activities:
• Never use gasoline as a starter fluid 
for any type of fire.
• Never leave a fire pit unattended.
• Never leave children or pets unat-
tended near a fire pit.

• Consider investing in a wire mesh 
cover to keep embers inside and help 
prevent children or pets from falling 
in.
• Limit the amount of fuel you put in 
the fire—just put what’s necessary to 
keep it burning gently.
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• Don’t put garbage or paper prod-
ucts into the fi re. Th ey can easily spark 
and throw off  embers or burning rem-
nants.
• Don’t wear fl ammable or loose-fi t 
clothing while near the pit.
• Don’t burn soft woods like pine 
or cedar. Th ese can “pop” and throw 
sparks.
• Even if you follow all of these guide-
lines, accidents still happen. Keep a 
container of water and a hose nearby 
in case of an emergency.
 For more information with regards 
to the fl ame jetting phenomenon, visit 
www.ameriburn.org/stop-the-flame 
or visit www.warrencountyfi re.com

Winchester Police investigation 
leads to search warrant and arrest 

following a carjacking

 On April 2, 2020 at approximately 
7:15 a.m., the Winchester Police De-
partment (WPD), assisted by other 
law enforcement agencies, executed 
a search warrant at 218 E. 6th St. in 
Front Royal, VA following an ongo-
ing investigation into a carjacking in 
the City of Winchester.  As a result of 
the investigation and search warrant, 
Diontre Tyrese Bell, 20 yoa, of the ad-
dress in Front Royal, was arrested and 
charged with carjacking, robbery, and 

being a felon in possession of a fi re-
arm. 
 On March 28, 2020 at approxi-
mately 12:30 a.m., WPD were alerted 
to a motor vehicle theft that had just 
occurred in the 100 block of E. Pall 
Mall St.  Upon investigation into the 
incident, detectives learned that the 
male victim was standing outside his 
1990 Dodge Caravan, when he was ap-
proached by a group of males.  One of 
the males, later identifi ed as Diontre 
Bell, grabbed the backpack the victim 
was wearing and took items including 
a fi rearm and keys to the van.  Th reat-
ening statements were made during 
the encounter.  No injuries were sus-
tained during the incident.  Th e van 
was later recovered on March 30th, 
parked and unoccupied, along the 
roadway in the 1300 block of S. Brad-
dock St.   
 During the execution of the search 
warrant, two cell phones were seized 
and DNA was collected.  Bell is being 
held at the Rappahannock Shenando-
ah Warren Regional Detention Center 

without bond.  Th e Winchester Police 
Department would like to publicly 
thank the Front Royal Police Depart-
ment, Warren County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 
and the Northwest Regional Drug 
Task Force for their assistance in the 
investigation.

Saturday Night Fire Destroys 
Home, Cause Remains Under 

Investigation

 On Saturday, April 4, 2020 at ap-
proximately 8:00 pm, the Warren 
County Department of Fire and Res-
cue Services received a report of a 

residential structure fi re located in 
the 1000 block of Harmony Orchard 
Road, Front Royal.
 Units quickly arrived on the scene 
to discover a two-story, single family 
home with signifi cant fi re conditions 
throughout the structure. Th e home 
appeared unoccupied at the time of 
the fi re and based on the amount of 
fi re conditions and structural instabil-
ity, fi re suppression eff orts were ex-
ecuted from the exterior of the home 
for safety concerns. It took fi refi ghters 
approximately 40 minutes to bring the 
fi re under control. Th e home was ren-
dered a total loss.
 During the course of the incident, 
a fi refi ghter sustained a traumatic in-
jury and was treated on the scene and 
transported to Warren Memorial Hos-
pital for further treatment and evalua-
tion.
 Th e cause of the fi re remains under 
investigation by the Warren County 
Fire Marshal’s Offi  ce with assistance 
from the Warren County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce Criminal Investigations Division. 

Anyone with information with regards 
to this incident is asked to contact Fire 
Marshal Gerry Maiatico at 540-636-
3830 or email gmaiatico@warren-
countyfi re.com or contact Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce Investigator Scott Baker at 540-
635-7100 or email sbaker@warren-
countysheriff .org.

Va. State Police announce 
enforcement practices of Gov. 

Northam’s Executive Orders and 
Directives

 Th e Virginia State Police encourag-
es all Virginians to adhere to Virginia 
Governor Northam’s directives and do 
their part by staying home in order to 
best mitigate the exposure and spread 
of COVID-19 within the Common-
wealth. State troopers, for their per-
sonal protection and for the safety of 
the public, are minimizing their direct 
contact with the public. All Depart-
ment recruitment events, public pre-
sentations, training, ceremonies, etc., 
have all been canceled or postponed 
through June 10, 2020.
 Governor Northam has directed 
state and local law enforcement to ini-
tially address violations of the follow-
ing Executive Order 53 and Executive 
Order 55 directives with education 
and warnings. Persistent violation of 
these Executive Order (EO) directives 
can result in an individual(s) or busi-
ness being charged with a class one 
misdemeanor, which carries up to a 
year in jail and $2,500 fi ne:
• Prohibition of all public and private 
in-person, indoor and outdoor gath-
erings of more than 10 individuals – 
with the exception of the operation of 
businesses not required to close under 
EO 53 and the gathering of family 
members living in the same residence;
• Closure of all dining and congrega-
tion areas in restaurants, dining es-
tablishments, food courts, breweries, 
microbreweries, distilleries, wineries, 
tasting rooms and farmers markets;
• Any brick and mortar retail busi-
ness (not listed in paragraph 5 of EO 
53) failing to limit all in-person shop-
ping to no more than 10 patrons per 
establishment. If any such business 
cannot adhere to the 10-patron limit 
with proper social distancing require-
ments, it must close.
• Closure of all public access to recre-
ational and entertainment businesses;
• Closure of public beaches for all ac-
tivity, except for exercising and fi shing;
• Cancellation of in-person classes 

540-635-7064

Let us Clean 
Up your 

Computer 
for Spring!

www.facebook.com/royaloakcomputers
www.royaloakcomputers.com

203 E. Main St.
Front Royal, Va.

Georgia Rossiter
Attorney At Law

117 W Boscawen St.  Suite 4  Winchester
Phone (540) 535-2001 • Fax (540) 535-2210

Concentrating in Family Law & Equine Law
Divorce   •   Child Custody   •   Support

KARAOKE

• Local Schools
• Private Clubs
• Company Picnics
• 20 Years Experience
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and instruction at institutions of high-
er education;
• Cessation of all reservations for 
overnight stays of less than 14 nights 
at all privately-owned campgrounds
 Virginia State Police have been and 
will continue to assess Virginia EO 
violations on a case-by-case basis.
 State police is required to uphold 
the laws of the Commonwealth and 
will continue to have a visible pres-
ence within our communities and on 
the roads for the safety of those living, 
working and traveling in Virginia. The 
law still requires law enforcement to 
have reasonable suspicion to initiate a 
traffic stop on a vehicle. Virginia State 
Police will not be making random traf-
fic stops on vehicles nor conducting 
checkpoints to determine if a driver is 
traveling for a permissible reason, as 
granted by EO 53 and EO 55.
 The current Governor’s Executive 
Orders related to COVID-19:

• Do not require an individual to 
carry documentation related to one’s 
purpose of travel;
• Do not close Virginia roads/inter-
states to Virginia residents;
• Do not restrict non-Virginia resi-
dents from traveling into and/or 
through Virginia;
• Do not prevent Virginians from 
traveling out of the state. State police 
does encourage any Virginian(s) trav-
eling out-of-state to check, in advance, 
the other state(s) for any travel restric-
tions in effect for that state(s). Gover-
nor Northam has advised Virginians 
returning from out-of-state and/or 
international travel to self-quarantine 
for at least 14 days.
 For any additional questions related 
to the statewide “Stay at Home” order, 
please go to www.virginia.gov/corona-
virus/faq

Warren County Parks And 
Recreation Facility Closures 

 From the Warren County Office of 
Emergency Management:  
 Warren County is taking additional 
precautionary measures to help miti-
gate the spread of COVID-19 in the 

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 
Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies 
On Demand (w/SELECT All Included 
Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt’l 
Cost. Call 1-877-626-7184 or visit us at 
satellitedealnow.com/warren
 
Meet singles right now! No paid opera-
tors, just real people like you. Browse 
greetings, exchange messages and 
connect live. Try it free. Call now: 855-
630-7152
 
DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels! Add High Speed Internet for ONLY 
$14.95/month. Best Technology. Best 
Value. Smart HD DVR Included. FREE 
Installation. Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-888-476-3207.
 
DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company for details. 
NOT just a discount plan, REAL cover-
age for 350 procedures. 844-852-6401 
or http://www.dental50plus.com/14 Ad# 
6118

$19./mo.
99
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Blazing Fast Internet!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100
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O�er ends 7/15/20.
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✓EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

✓SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured � oor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

✓PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
✓LIFETIME WARRANTY!

The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

✓44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available

866-231-6720
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/warren

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)
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5% OFF
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ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind
  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime
 Quickly connect to fi re and emergency response
  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

Monitored by 
ADT® the #1 home 
security company 

in the U.S.

Save Now On Home Security

PER MONTH

MONITORING
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PRICE

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 4/30/2020. Offer valid on initial visit only. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window, get the next one (1) at 40% off and 12 months $0 money down, 
$0 monthly payments, $0 interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or patio doors between 6/15/2019 and 4/30/2020. 40% off windows and patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost 
window or patio door in the project. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional 
period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender 
or familial status. Available only at participating locations. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. Los Angeles License #992285. Orange County License #990416. MHIC #121441. VA License 
#2705155684. DC License #420215000125. License MN: BC130983/WI:266951. Excludes MN insurance work per MSA 325E.66. Other license numbers available on request. Some Renewal by Andersen 
locations are independently owned and operated. For J.D. Power 2018 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

“Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2019 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. rba12091 *Using U.S. and imported parts.

40%off
WINDOWS AND 

PATIO DOORS

BUY ONE, GET ONE

NO Money Down

NO Interest

NO Monthly Payments
for 1 year

Plus

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4
MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 – INTEREST ACCRUES 

FROM THE PURCHASE DATE BUT IS WAIVED IF 
PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

1
1

 Money Down

 Monthly Payments

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 – INTEREST ACCRUES 
FROM THE PURCHASE DATE BUT IS WAIVED IF 

PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

Offer ends 
April 30

to schedule your FREE in-home consultation
CALL BY APRIL 30

855-843-5174

Installation 
always 

included

®

YOUR DREAM KITCHEN, 
WITHOUT A RENOVATION.

Schedule your free design consultation! 

(540) 660-3497

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per 
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5+ Classic/Designer 
Shelves. 

EXP 5/31/20.
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community.  Among these is restrict-
ing the use of Warren County’s parks 
to trails and outdoor spaces only.  Th e 
Front Royal Golf Club is also open 
to the general public.  During use of 
these areas, individuals must, at all 
times, maintain social distancing as 
described in the Governor’s Executive 
Order 55 (Temporary Stay At Home 
Order Due To Novel Cornonavirus – 
COVID-19).  
 Eff ective immediately, all Warren 
County parks restrooms, playgrounds 
and picnic shelters will be closed to 
the general public.  Th e Warren Coun-
ty Parks and Recreation community 
center, indoor and outdoor recreation 
facilities remain closed.  Registration 
for classes and events is temporarily 
disabled on our website.  Events and 
organized activities are cancelled; this 
includes use by sports leagues.  Equip-
ment rental is not available at this 
time.  Th e Warren County Parks and 
Recreation Department offi  ces remain 
open (but closed to the public) to fi eld 
your related questions via phone at 

540-635-7750 or 540-635-1021 or via 
email at kzitzer@warrencountyva.net

Monday Afternoon Fire Burns One 
Acre, Destroys Vacant Home

 On Monday, March 30, 2020 at 
approximately 2:00 pm, the Warren 
County Department of Fire and Res-
cue Services received a report of a res-
idential structure fi re in the area of the 
200 block of Summit Drive in Front 
Royal.
 Units arrived on the scene to dis-
cover a single story, single-wide house 
trailer with an addition with signifi -

cant fi re conditions throughout the 
home and approximately one acre of 
wooded area on fi re. Th e home ap-
peared to be vacant at the time of the 
fi re and fi refi ghters worked to extin-
guish the wildland fi re and the struc-
ture fi re from the exterior of the home 
for safety concerns.
 As a result of the signifi cant nature 
of the structure fi re and wildland fi re, 
fi refi ghters received assistance from 
the Virginia Department of Forestry. 
Firefi ghters utilized the Town of Front 
Royal Hydrant System to supply water 
to the fi re incident which caused the 
closure of John Marshal Highway for 
several hours, the Front Royal Police 
Department assisted with traffi  c con-
trol. It took fi refi ghters approximately 
one hour to bring the fi re under con-
trol. Units remained on the scene for 
several hours ensuring the fi re was 
completely extinguished and assisting 
the Offi  ce of the Fire Marshal and Vir-
ginia Department of Forestry.
 Th e cause of the fi re was determined 
by the Warren County Fire Marshal’s 
Offi  ce to be a result of an electrical 
malfunction that caused a ground-
cover fi re that spread to the abandon 
home. Th e fi re caused an estimated 
$50,000.00 in property damage which 
rendered the house a total loss. Th e 
Fire Marshal’s Offi  ce received assis-
tance from the Town of Front Royal 

Police Department Criminal Inves-
tigations Division, Loudoun County 
Fire Marshal’s Offi  ce and the Town of 
Front Royal Electric Department.
 Units on the call:
 Engines 1, 4, 6, and 2
 Brush 6 and 2
 Chief 100
 Fire Marshal 1

Amid COVID-19 Crisis, REC 
Remains Ready to Respond to 

Potential Outages

 As we enter spring storm season, 
Rappahannock Electric Cooperative 

(REC) remains committed to restoring 
service as quickly and safely as pos-
sible after a power outage.
 With the COVID-19 outbreak, 
however, member-owners might no-
tice some small changes. Line crews 
are staff ed at all times and remain 
ready to respond to any potential out-
ages. However, during this time, crews 
will remain mindful not only of the 
risk of dealing with electricity, but 
also the new dangers presented by the 
coronavirus.
 As a result, all crews are practicing 
safe social distancing guidelines as 
they respond to and complete work 
related to outage restoration. REC 
encourages member-owners to please 
not approach crews in the fi eld as line-
men strive to keep a 20-foot distance 
from others to prevent the spread of 
illness.
 In the event of a power outage, REC 
member-owners are reminded that 
the fastest and most effi  cient way to 
report an outage is through the REC 
website at myrec.coop/out or in My-
REC SmartHub.
 “Even in times of crisis, REC is here 
for you,” said Casey Hollins, director 
of communications and public rela-
tions. “We are in this together, and our 
member-owners can count on us to be 
there for them when they need us.”

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance 
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help
cover the services you’re most likely to use —

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 
Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. 
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not 
available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A 
(ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; 
TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.

6154-0120

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 

l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

X-rays CrownsCleanings Fillings Dentures

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

1-844-852-6401
dental50plus.com/14

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but save more 
with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

A+J’s Lawn Care

• Leaf Blowing • Mowing
• Weedeating • Low Rates!
We put the “care” in lawn care!

540-816-2174

Electrician
Residential & Commercial 

Electrical Work
Allen Santmyers
540-660-5697

New
Beginnings
Community
Greetings

“Introducing Your Business to 
New Homeowners in our Community”

P.O. Box 1025 • Front Royal VA  22630

540-635-8660

Mowing and 
Landscaping

Great Rates   •   Quality Service

Serving the Shenandoah Valley 
& Outlying Areas for over 15 years

Conway Lawn Care, LLC

540-975-2313

Have a short news 
item/event to send us? 

Email it to:
news@warrencountyreport.com

NOW is the perfect time to get your cat and dog 
spayed and neutered!  Spay Today’s our area’s 
non-profit, reduced-priced spay and neuter 
program.  CHOOSE from MANY vets throughout a 
WIDE area.  At the time of surgery, initial shots and 
tests can also be obtained at lower rates.

Contact Spay Today:  
www.spay-today.org 
or call 304-728-8330

With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. 
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!

Humane Society of Warren CountyHumane Society of Warren County
1245 Progress Drive, Front Royal - 540-635-47341245 Progress Drive, Front Royal - 540-635-4734

Blossom’s ad sponsored by:

Bentonville, VA • 636-2671
hillbillysjunkyard.com

Hillbilly’s Junkyard
Hillbilly has what you NEED!
4381 Stonewall Jackson Hwy

Milo’s ad sponsored by:

Wanda Snead
Property Management

Serving the area for 20 years!
Sam Snead Realty • 540-635-9753

SamSneadRealty.com

Milo is a 4 year old 
Bulldog mix. This 
boy is super friend-
ly and loves every-
one. He does well 
with other dogs 
and children and 
will chase cats. 
Milo is up to date 
on all vaccinations, 
microchipped, and 
neutered.

Blossom is a 2 
year old spayed 
Boxer mix. She 
has lots of energy 
and can clear a 6ft 
fence. She is good 
with other dogs but 
needs a home with 
no young children 
or cats. She is up to 
date on all vaccina-

tions and microchipped.

Izzy is a 12 year old 
spayed Jacket Rus-
sel. She has lived 
with dogs and cats. 
This old lady would 
love to live out the 
rest of her days in 
a home. She us up 
to date on all of her 
vaccinations.

Blaze is a 7 month 
old intact Bully 
mix. He is very shy 
at fi rst but opens 
up quickly. He will 
need someone pa-
tient to help him 
with training. He is 
microchipped and 
up to date on all of 
his vaccinations.

Blaze’s ad sponsored by:

Tony’’s Tires

11 E. 7th Street, Front Royal

540-551-0922

NEW Tires and 
Complete Auto 
Maintenance!

Izzy’s ad sponsored by:

SANDRA STRICKLER
DBA: SANDRA BROOKMAN REALTOR ®

540-671-0020  tsvsells@gmail.com
www.TeamShenandoahValley.com
RE/MAX Real Estate Connections

235 South Street • Front Royal, VA 22630
Each O�  ce Independently Owned and Operated

YOUR FULL COLOR 
AD THIS SIZE EVERY 2 
WEEKS FOR A YEAR
(INSIDE PLACEMENT)

CALL or TEXT Alison:

540-551-2072
aalisond@warrencountyreport.com

$18 per
issuejust
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P2310 - 2018 Jeep Compass Trailhawk 4x4 SUV, 41k, 
4x4, Off Rd Edition, U Connect, Bluetooth, Sirius XM, 
Backup Cam, One Owner, Clean Carfax - $18,677

P2317 - 2019 Ford Explorer Limited SUV, 47k, 4x4, 
Ford 100k Mile Warranty, Nav, Hands Free Liftgate, 
Heated/Cooled Seats, Blind Spot Monitor - $29,977

P2319 - 2019 Ford Explorer Limited SUV, 34k, 4x4, 
Ford 100k Mile Warranty, 20” Sport Alloy Wheels, 
Trailer Tow, Heated/Cooled Leather Seats - $30,977

P2323A - 2014 Hyundai Santa Fe Sport 2.4L SUV, 95k, 
AWD, Navigation, Power Moonroof, Leather Cooled 
Seats, Backup Cam, 1 Owner, Local Trd - $12,977

GREGGREG’’s  Dealss  Deals
OF THE week!!!OF THE week!!!

P2337 - 2018 Ford F-150 Truck SuperCrew Cab, 31k, 
4x4, Ford 100k Mile Warranty, STX Pkg, 20” Sport 
Alloy Wheels, Backup Cam, Bluetooth - $31,277

P2338 - 2017 Ford Transit-350 Wagon High Roof HD 
Extended-Length Wagon, 3k, RWD, 15 Passengers, 
Trailer Tow, Privacy Glass - $38,677

P2336 - 2017 Ford F-150 Truck SuperCrew Cab, 47k, 
4x4, Automatic, Ford 100k Mile Warranty, Nav, Trailer 
Tow, Backup Cam, Rem Strt, Bluetooth  - $30,877

P2352 - 2019 Ford Fusion Titanium Sedan, 35k, AWD, 
Automatic, Ford 100k Mile Warranty, Moonroof, Nav, 
Heated/Cooled Leather Seats, 4G LTE - $20,677

P2305 - 2019 Jeep Cherokee Trailhawk 4x4 SUV, 35k, 
Apple Carplay, Backup Cam, Sirius XM, U Connect w/ 
Voice Command, Bluetooth, 1 Owner - $22,977

P2339 - 2019 Mazda CX-5 Touring SUV, 28k, 
Automatic, All Wheel Drive, 2.5L I-4 cyl Engine, Lane 
Departure Warning, Keyless Entry - $23,677

P2344 - 2019 Hyundai Accent SE Sedan, 31k, FWD, 
Power Equipment Group, Bluetooth, One Owner, Local 
Trade, Clean Carfax - $13,877

P2353 - 2019 Jeep Cherokee Trailhawk 4x4 SUV, 21k, 
4x4, 17” Sport Alloy Off Rd Wheels, Backup Cam, 
Blind Spot Monitoring, Apple Carplay - $24,877

P2370 - 2019 Hyundai Elantra SEL Sedan, 36k, FWD, 
Power Equipment Group, Bluetooth, Backup Cam, One 
Owner, Local Trade, Clean Carfax - $14,677

P2363 - 2019 Ford F-250 Truck Crew Cab, 23k, 4x4, 
Automatic, Ford 100k Mile Warranty, Running Boards, 
Trailer Tow Brake Ctrl, Bluetooth - $36,477

P2371 - 2019 Ford Transit-150 Base w/Sliding Pass-
Side Cargo Door Medium Roof Cargo Van, 13k, RWD, 
Pwr Equip Grp, Bkup Cam, Spd Ctrl - $22,877

P2388 - 2018 Kia Optima LX Sedan, 36k, FWD, Rear 
View Backup Camera, Apple Carplay, Bluetooth, Local 
Trade, Clean Carfax - $14,677

P2365 - 2019 Nissan Rogue SV SUV, 29k, AWD, 
Automatic, Backup Cam, Power Heated Seats, 
Bluetooth, Sport Alloy Wheels, Local Trd - $18,677

P2369 - 2019 Nissan Titan PRO-4X Truck Crew Cab, 
34k, 4x4, Automatic, Off Rd Suspension & Wheels, 
Nav, Pwr Seats, Heated Seats, One Owner - $32,877

9135 Winchester Road, Front Royal • 540-636-2901 • frontroyalford.com

Tax, Title and Tags not included in vehicle 
prices shown and must be paid by the 
purchaser. While great effort is made to 
ensure the accuracy of the information in 
this ad, errors do occur so please verify 
information with a customer service rep. 
This is easily done by calling us at 877-636-
2902 or by visiting us at the dealership. $699 
processing fee not included.


